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PREFACE. 



A VERY few years ago two large volumes were published bearing the bold and 
attractive title of a History of the British Armt. They commenced with the 
Militia of the earliest ages of British history, and, after elaborately describing the 
arms and armour which gradually came into use with the Norman Conquest, stopped 
short at the Eestoration. 

Reviewing the book, a critic, writiiig in one of the most popular and influential 
daily papers of the metropolis {The Standa/rd)^ remarked : 

'* The true historian of ' The British Army ' has yet to be brought forth ; and he must set 
about his task in a different way to the present author, in the first place resolutely determining not 
to be tempted astray into all sorts of by-paths, and then pursuing his subject steadily and in chronological 
order down to a period within the knowledge of living men, not, like Sir * * *, leaving us in the 
company of Charles II." 

''Upon this hint" the ''Familiar History" was undertaken. To attempt any- 
thing upon a broader scale would have been unwise^ The Author had, indeed, been 
engaged for some years in collecting the materials for a very elaborate work ; but 
when he came to survey his store, and to arrange it after a form that should com- 
prise minute details of the numerous campaigns in which the British Army had been 
engaged, he found that the History would attain proportions that would militate against 
its acceptance by the public in an age when the value of time is appreciated. He there- 
fore determined to limit himself to a simple narrative of events, eschewing all technicalities 
and scientific disquisitions. He did not, however, fail to consult the pages of all the ablest 
writers who have treated of the enterprise and progress of the British Army since 1660, 
and he now leaves the work to make its own way with the classes who would desire to 
trace the history of an institution of which Englishmen, for the past two centuries, have 
had great reason to be proud. 
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Page 9, last Hne but one of 1st col., for " the Hoiible. Lieut.-Col.," read " Lieut.-CoI. the Honble." 
„ 22, Ist col., 3r(l Hne from the top, for "camps," read "camp." 
„ 87, „ 12th line from the bottom, for " ingeniously," read " ingenuously." 
„ 43, 2nd col., 6th „ „ "gloom," „ "glow." 

„ 49, „ 8rd „ „ "claims" „ "chains." 

„ 56, „ 30th and 31st lines from the bottom, for " of ten Regiments consisted," read " by 

ten Regiments consisting." 
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„ 84, „ 18th „ „ " importunity," read " importunities." 

„ 107, „ last line of text, for " Lodi," read "Areola." 

„ 147, 2nd ool., 7th line of Contents, for " Roriga," read " Roleia," and wherever the word subse- 
quently occurs. 
„ 171, „ 10th line frvm the bottom, for "after the Diyision," read " after the arrival of the 

Division." 
„ 177, „ 44th line from the bottom, for "Mawley," read "Mawby." 
„ 182, „ dek last paragraph of Chapter XXVII. 
„ 211, Ist col., 5th line ftnim the bottom, for "They," read "We." 
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"At page 263 the 'Alma' is stated to have taken place on the 14th of September; it should have 
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command of the 4th Division, which he led to the assault on the Redan on that day. 
"The * Malakoff' was taken on the 8tb, and not llth September (p. 264)." 
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The Martial Spirit of the Briton— How Evoked— Its 
Illofltrations — Formation of a Standing Army under 
Charlea 11. — Pay, Coetume, and Arms of the Horse and 
Foot Guards— Standing Armies Generally — Occupation 
of Tangiers at the King's Marriage — Lord Peter- 
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More Troops Raised— The Bayonet— The Militia— The 
Royal Hospital. 

IF a standing Army and a Militia were synony- 
moos terms, it would be necessary to travel 
back a good many centuries in the history of Great 
Britain in search of the origin of our protective 
Military Force. Oppression and invasion beget 
resistance even among the most savage tribes, and 
it was the gratuitous visitations of the Roman 
legions, intent upon the possession of the tin 
mines and reputed gold of England, which, in 
all probability, created that martial spirit among 
our remote progenitors that excited the surprise 
and admiration of Caesar's hardy followers. Four 
hundred years of foreign domination may have 
checked for a time the further development of the 
national combative qualities, lut it did not alto- 
gether extinguish the valour of the "Ancient 
Briton." On the contrary, the latent natural 
courage of the ** barbarians " derived strength 
and cultivation from the perpetual presence of the 
accomplished warriors of the south, and converted 
into a passion that warlike sentiment which was 
at first the mere offspring of circumstance. Thus, 
when the Bomans evacuated the island, the 
Britons were better able to cope with the Scots, 
the Picts, the Saxons, and the Danes, than they 
would have been without the advantage of those 
lessons of discipline which the first conquerors 
bequeathed them. And although they ultimately 



succumbed to the hardy freebooters and pirates 
who infested their shores from the north and the 
east, they became, in their amalgam with those 
invaders, a nation of fierce and daring warriors^ 
who were only not invincible because, in their 
disunion, they were numerically inferior to the 
armed hosts who brought them into subjection. 
The Norman conquest, achieved by the combi* 
nation of intrigue, infidelity, and force of arms, 
put a period to British submission to a foreign 
yoke ; and now, for eight hundred years, tibe 
islanders have maintained a glorious independence 
in spite of the occasional assaults and perpetual 
menaces of formidable neighbours. It were boot* 
less to inquire how much of the heroism of the 
Norman, the endurance of the Saxon, and the 
daring of the Dane have been grafted on the. 
original island stock, in itself materially affected 
by contact with the warlike Roman — let it suf* 
fice, that the race proceeding from this miscegen* 
ation has proved itself in sdl time equal to the 
emergencies created by the ambition, the folly, 
the misrule, the misfortunes, or the brave and un- 
compromising spirit of successive Sovereigns, 
Gall them by what name we will — vassals, serfs, 
retainers, men-at-arms, yeomen, or soldiers; the 
subjects of the Kings who have been placed by 
accident or lineal descent upon the throne of 
Great Britain have always been distinguished for 
their intrepidity and constancy in the trying 
exigencies of war. They followed Eang John to 
the gates of Anglers ; they sustained Strongbow 
in his Irish expeditions ; they upheld Henry IV. 
during the revolt of the Douglas and the North- 
umbrians ; they immortalised the Black Prince at 
Gressy and Poictiers ; they shook the walls of the 
French at Harfieur, and defeated them in the 
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hard-fouglit battle at Agincourt ; led by T^lbotand 
Bedford, they bearded the French at Orleans ; 
they made Henry VUL an object of the rival 
courtesies of the Geru^an Emperor Charles, and 
Francis I. of France ; they inspired Elizabeth with 
confidence in her bold resistance to the Spanish 
monarch ; they fought yaliantly at Edge Hill, 
Naseby, Marston Moor, and Worcester ; they made 
Cromwell powerful in Ireland and formidable in 
the West Indies ; and finally, after doing battle first 
for the King and then for the Commonwealth, ulti- 
mately becoming Dictators in their turn, they wel- 
comed the decree of dissolution which was only 
the forerunner of their conversion into a coherent, 
loyal, permanent, and efiicient Force. 

This is the starting point in our history. 

The A rmy of the Commonwealth, at the end 
of April, 1659, had come to the determination of 
compelling Richard Cromwell, the Protector, to 
dissolve the Parliament. His refusal, in the first 
instance, only led to his being offered the alter- 
native of obeying the behests of the Officers under 
a guarantee of personal safety or of refusing their 
commands and incurring personal danger. He 
accepted the former condition, and the last 
remnant of liberty acquired by the people through 
the Bebellion was thus effectually annihilated. 
The Restoration was a natural sequel to so glaring 
an act of Military tyranny. In May of the fol- 
lowing year Charles II. returned to England to 
occupy the throne that had been vacant for so 
many years, and one of the first Acts of the first 
Parliament called together by his authority was 
to provide for the disbandment of a Force which 
had become a nmsanoe and a terror to the people 
of England. 

The didbandment was scarcely complete when 
an emeute took place in the City of London, which 
Court policy magnified into a serious revolt. A 
small body of religious fanatics, calling themselves 
millenarians or fifth-monarchy men, and headed 
by one Thomas Venner, a crack-brained preacher, 
went from street to street tumultuously proclaim- 
ing the reign of ** King Jesus," and committing 
acts of violence and even murder. Alarmed at 
their demonstrations, and perhaps rather glad of 
an opportunity of creating a body of Guards for 
the protection of the King's person, the Duke of 
York (afterwards James IL) proposed to the 
Council, then sitting, to entreat the King to stop 
the disbandment of General Monk's Troop of 
Horse and Regiment of Foot, which were to be 
paid off on that very day, and to employ them in 
suppressing the fanatical outbreak. This was 
done. The troops attacked \\i!^ rmllenarians in 
the City, pursued them to Highgate, Hampstead, 
and Caen Wood, and effectually suppressed the 
disturbance they had created. 

Hostile as the people of England had naturally 



become to a standing Army, this affair haci 
rendered the creation of at least a permanent 
Royal Body Guard a matter of obvious necessity. 
Early in 1661, therefore, an ordinance went 
forth directing the formation of a Corps of 
Cavalry and a Regiment of Infantry. The 
nucleus of a Cavalry Corps already existed in the 
persons' of a number of cavaliers who had fol- 
lowed the fortunes of Charles I. during the 
Civil War, and who, on the Restoration, in May 
1660, were embodied in Holland as a Ghiard for 
the protection of the Royal person. A portion of 
these devoted cavaliers followed Charles H. to 
England and escorted him in public. 

The Cavalry Regiments now raised consisted of 
the Life Guards and the Horse Guards, though 
the title of the former, continued to this hour, 
was not given officially for some years later. The 
Life Guards xx)nsisted of three troops, the first of 
whidi was called the " King's Own ; " the 
second, the '' Duke of York's ; " and the third, the 
"Duke of Albemarle's." General Monk had 
been raised to the Dukedom of Albemarle in 
consideration of the services he had rendered the 
King during his exile. The entire Regiment of 
Life Guards was placed under the command of 
Lord Gerard, Baron Brandon. The "King's 
Own " troop had rather better pay than the 
others. The Captain received thirty shillings per 
diem; the Comet, fourteen shillings; the Cor- 
porals, seven shillings each ; whereas, in the other 
troops the Captain had twenty shillings ; the 
Comet, thirteen ; and the Corporal, six shillings. 
Each troop had four Lieutenants, a Surgeon, a 
trumpeter, and from 150 to 200 privates or 
troopers, who were all paid alike. The other 
Cavalry Corps — the Horse Guards— consisted of 
eight troops, and was commanded by the Earl of 
Oxford. The Earl had peculiar claims to Royal 
favour. He had been engaged in eight several 
conspiracies (between 1652 and 1659) to obtain 
the restoration of Charles H., and for his participa- 
tion in two of these he had been imprisoned twice. 
At the Restoration he was the first of the six 
Lords deputed by the House of Peers to proceed 
to the Hague and petition the King to return and 
assume the government of the Kingdom. 

Monk's Regiment of Infantry became the Cold- 
stream Foot Guards. A year later, the cavaliers 
who had been left to garrison Dunkirk came over 
to England, and were formed into the Grenadier 
Foot Guards — ^the term " Ghrenadier " originating 
in the small hollow spherical ball, filled with gun- 
powder, which each soldier carried at sieges and 
assaults, and which was called a grenade, Monk*s 
Regiment, the Coldstreams, so called from the 
locality of their recruitment, was composed of 
twelve companies, and was placed under the 
command of ColoLel John Russell. 
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The costume of the Horse alid Life Guards at 
this time consisted of a scarlet coat, breast and 
back plate, leathern breeches, and jack boots. The 
heads of the soldieiy were covered by an unsightly 
semi-spherical helmet, called a " pot," and the 
Officers wore hats with broad brims, decorated 
with plumes. The arms of both the Oaralry and 
Infantry were of a heavy, cumbrous, and clumsy 
character, for the science of combining strength 
with lightness was very imperfectly, if at all, un- 
derstood two centuries ago, either in weapons or 
in architecture. Everything borne by the men 
was massive, inconvenient, and fatiguing. Indeed, 
to judge by the orders and regulations of the time, 
it would seem as if weiffht were considered synony- 
mous with efficacy. In the ordinance of May 5, 
1663, it is prescribed that each horseman shall 
carry a sword and a case of pistols, the barrels 
whereof are not to be und^&r fourteen inches in 
length, and each trooper was to have a carbine 
'* besides the aforesaid armes.'' And the Foot 
Guards were to have, each soldier a sword, and 
each pikbman a pike of sixteen feet long, and 7U)t 
'^nder; and each musqueteer, a musket with a 
collar of bandoleers, " the barrel of which musquet 
to be dhoMi four feet Irmg, and to contain a bullet 
fourteen of which shall weigh a pouitd weight,*^ 
The bandoleers were leathern belts, slung across 
the right shoulder, and depending to the left ribs. 
The caitridges were attached to the belt. The 
name '' bandoleer " was deiived from Bandouliers, 
a tribe of Pyrenean robbers, who were the first to 
wear the article* 

The creation of the gnrde d^ellte was not 
viewed with entire favour by the people of Eng- 
land. It is true that the great majority of the 
Eing*s subjects were glad to escape from the 
gloomy atmosphera of Puritanism, which, for 
fifteen years, had permeated the social system, 
and left the masses in doubt whether any change 
for the better had been wrought when the taxes 
upon the pocket, imposed by Charles L, had been 
superseded by the taxes on the conscience im- 
posed by the Boundhead rulers. But they felt 
that the time passed by the exiled Charles Stuart 
at the Court of Louis XIV. hat! not been alto- 
gether favourable to his adversity ; the " sweet 
uses " of a reverse of fortune had been totally 
ignored by the Boyal dependant on French gene- 
rosity. Pomp, frivolity, tedious ceremony, and 
gross sensualism, had consumed his hours, and 
raised apprehensions in Protestant England that 
the Bestoration would not be very favourable to the 
cause of virtue, religion, and liberty. This feeling, 
and the memory — still green — of the tyranny of 
the Commonwealth soldiers, caused some alarm lest 
the Guards should prove more of a scourge than 
a blessing to the people, however valuable ajs a 
protection to the sacred person of the Sovereign. 



The fears entertained that the establishment of 
an organised body of Guards would prove the 
comer-stone of a Military edifice of more im- 
posing grandeur, commonly known by the name 
of a standing Army, were well founded ; but that 
the Army would prove a powerful instrument of 
oppression, as its ill-regulated predecessors had 
been, was a supposition which the sequel did not 
verify. 

Costly as a standing Army may become, the les- 
sons of history ought to satisfy the most devoted 
admirers of " peace-at-any-price " that a moderate 
force is indispensable to the protection of the 
State. During the Civil War which raged in the 
United States of America, in 1861-64, it was 
contended by one of the greatest orators of the 
North that the cause of liberty had been main- 
tained by the absence of a standing Army. It 
had always been the policy of the American 
nation to discourage that description of Force, 
and it was held, in 1861, that if there had been 
such an Army in existence, it would have been 
used by the Southerners to control their brethren 
and perpetuate negro slavery. To give a rigid 
and thorough education, at the great Military 
Academy at West Point, to men selected from 
every Stute, so that, in the event of war, they 
might be prepared to teach an intelligent common 
people, was considered sufficient for the purposes 
of the community, and therefore, until the 
Southern States seceded, only 18^000 men were 
employed regularly as soldiers among a population 
of 35,000,000. Now this very course produced 
the danger it was intended to avert. Had there 
^ been a standing Army of reasonable magnitude, 
that Army would have been under the orders of 
the President of the United States, and used for 
the protection of the liberties of the country 
against the Southern revolt. As it was, great 
numbers of the educated West Point men, who 
had always felt that the Military element was 
held in too little consideration in the North, 
while it had always been favoured in the South, 
immediately placed their swords at the service of 
the seceded party, and imparted the requisite in- 
structions to the planters and their people, who 
afterwards became so formidable under General 
Lee. But even these advantages were insufficient 
to atone for the absence of that experience of the 
art of war which a wise nation will always en- 
courage. For the first two years of the terrible 
civil contest there was an enormous sacrifice of 
human life, which some previous familiarity with 
the economy of camps, some sense of discipline, and 
an acquaintance with the science of moral, as well as 
professional, command might have averted.' Be 
that as it may — whether it was or was not politio 
to avoid the maintenance of a standing Army in 
America — such an institution is indispensable in 
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England as long as ber Continental neigbboon 
preserre, in their armaments, a minatory attitnde, 
and the power of perpetrating mischief. 

At the next meeting of the Parliament the King 
was very profnse of his acknowledgments for the 
liberality with.which the supplies personal as well 
as political had been voted. In the enthusiasm 
of his gratitade he called it the " blessed " Parlia- 
ment. Bat his impeconiosity, arising ont of 
debts contracted abroad, and an indulgence in ex- 
pensive luxuries at home, to say nothing of the 
bui-then of supporting a number of poor cavaliers 
who hung about the Court, rendered it necessary 
that the wind should be raised through a process 
/not altogether unknown in common life. The 
" advantageous match " was suggested, and ac- 
cordingly an offer was made of the King's hand 
to the Infanta of Portugal, Catherine of Braganza. 
The offer was accepted, and the Princess brought 
the King, by way of marriage portion, the pro- 
vince of Tangiers in Africa, and the Island of 
Bombaim, or Bombay, in the Ea^ Indies. It has 
been said by one historian that Charles received 
500,000Z. — a great sum of money in those days 
— ^in addition to the territorial gifts ; by another 
it is averred that Tangiers and Bombay were 
handed over in lieu of the money. Whether or 
no, both places were deemed worthy of acceptance 
as good entrepots of commerce; and .to the end 
that the traders should be protected in their 
operations from the cupidity and bad faith of the 
Moors, the Earl of Peterborough, who had esta- 
blished a character for loyalty and courage, was 
appointed to levy and command a Force to be 
stationed at Tangiers. 

This was another step towards the formation of 
a Boyal Army. As, however, it was to be em- 
ployed abroad the people did not murmur either 
at the apparition of a further accession to the 
Military Force, nor object to the expense which it 
involved. The Force consisted of a Troop of 
Horse, which afterwards became the 1st Boyal 
Dragoons, and a Begiment of Infantry. To this 
latter Coi'ps — the second Infantry Begiment raised 
in the kingdom — was given the title of ''The 
Queen's Own," and its Begimental colour bore the 
device of "The Paschal Lamb" — the badge of 
the kingdom of Portugal — both the title and the 
badge being considered appropriate to a Corps 
which was specially raised to protect the property 
derived from a Portuguese Princess. 

The occupation of Tangiers for a period of 
twenty years supplied abundant evidence of the 
courage and endurance of the English soldier 
under very trying circumstances. No episode in 
our Military history more completely illustrates 
the excellence of the material of which the Army 
has been composed from first to last The troops 
were frequently attacked by the Moors, and twice 



were detachments cut off— once in May, 1662, 
under Major Tiennes, and again in May, 1664, 
under Lord Teviot. 

In spite of the Scriptural injunctions against 
trusting in Princes, the follo^efs of Charles in 
France and Holland, and those who had fought 
his battles in England during the period of the 
Commonwealth,, were greedy of recompense or 
impatient of recognition, and, to the honour of 
the King be it said, he did not repudiate the 
claims upon his gratitude, though it was not in 
his power to satisfy them all. At his coronation 
he created no fewer than sixty-eight Knights of 
the Bath. It was the last occasion on which 
members of the Order were required to go through 
the full ceremonies of bathing, &c., as typical of 
their purity, before they could be considered fit 
to receive the Boyal favour. The King likewise 
bestowed commissions in the Army on deserving 
cavaliers and others ; but His Majesty's necessities 
compelled him so far to depart from the gratui- 
tous exeroise of the Boyal prerogative, as to 
require, in some instances, a money payment for 
the privilege of holding a Military Commission ; 
and thus commenced the mischievous purchase 
system, which can only be eradicated at a cost 
which the nation b ill disposed to incur. The 
payment of 450Z. for a first Commission is not 
per ae more objectionable than the expenditure of 
a similar sum in starting a young man in life 
either as a trader or a member of the other liberal 
professions, seeing that it is now invariably accom- 
panied by a test of scholastic fitness for the 
reception of the honour of wearing a sword ; but 
the practice of allowing promdtion by purchase is 
mischievous, inasmuch as it enables the 0£Bcer 
with money at command to step over the heads 
of his seniors who are not equally prepared to 
take advantage of a vacancy. We shall treat the 
subject more fully in a subsequent chapter. 

With the exception of the episodical expedition 
to Tangiers, and the opposition of the Scotch 
Presbyterians, 500 of whom were killed by the 
Boyal troops at the battle of Pentland Hill, in 
November, 1666, there had been no excuse for 
raising fresh troops for the first five years of King 
Charles's reign. But when excuse is needed for 
drawing the sword it is always at command* 

''Religion, freedom, voDgeanoe, wbat 70a will, 
A word*8 enough to rmise mankind to kill." 

When Bob Acres in the comedy expresses some 
doubts of the propriety of fighting unless a man 
has a " little right " on his side, he is reminded 
by his unscrupulous Irish second that neither 
" Achilles nor my little Alexander the Great ever 
inquired where the right lay. No, they drew 
their broad swords and left the justice of the 
quarrel to be settled by the lazy sons of peace." 
Thus, in the reign of which we treat, and which 
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tbe nation fondly hoped would inaugurate an era 
of peace after so many yean of civil bloodshed, 
two foreign wars broke ont. 

In 1664 the House of Oommons reported that 
the trade of England was suffering from certain 
wrongs done to English merchants and their ships 
by the subjects of the '* United Provinces " in 
India» Africa, and elsewhere. The intense jealousy 
of the Dutch commercial pre-eminence had pre- 
viously found expression in the measures taken by 
the King for obtaining possession of New York and 
Long Island, and in the capture of Gape Verde ; 
and to that jealousy was now superadded the dis- 
covery of an active correspondence between the 
leaders of a Puritanical conspiracy in York and 
the Bepublican Government of Holland. War 
was dedared with Holland in 1665, and for some 
time it raged upon the seas rather to the advan- 
tage of Uie Dutch than to the English. As 
the English did not need to send an Army into 
Holland, and the Dutch made no attempt to in- 
yade England, there was no pretence for any large 
augmentation of the Military Forces at home. 
When in 1678 an attempt was made to increase 
the Army, the Commons resolved to grant no 
more supplies until secured against Popery. An 
address was voted against a standing Army, be- 
cause the Duke of York having (in 1673) abjured 
the Protestant Faith, there was an apprehension 
of a Popish succession. And in the following 
year (1674) the Commons voted that any armed 
Force in the kingdom, excepting the Militia, was 
a grievance ; whereupon the King engaged to dis- 
band it. But the ramifications of the political 
imbroglio ultimately brought France into collision 
with Holland, and then it was that 10,000 fresh 
troops were raised in England, and sent under 
the command of the Duke of Monmouth to aid 
the French King in his operations against the 
Dutch. It is recorded that the English troops 
acquired honour in every action in which they 
were engaged in the Netherlands, and materially 
contributed to the successes of Louis XIV. Those 
successes raised the power of Louis XIV. so con- 
siderably, and at the same time afforded Charles 
n. such good excuses for enlarging the limits of 
his own authority at home, that the Parliament, 
alarmed at his apparent disposition to render 
himself absolute, remonstrated in 1674 against 
the continuance of the Forces in France; and 
though the King did not absolutely carry out the 
resolution for their disbandment he was obliged 
to cause the recruiting in England to cease. In 
the same year peace was made with Holland. 

Four years rolled on, and the power of France 
continued to augment. England chafed at this, 
and, for reasons which the reader is referred to 
the page of political history to learn, war was 
proclaimed. An army of 20,000 men was voted 



at once, and' raised in a few weeks. All the 
Regiments which had been sent to France were 
recalled, and Monmouth, who had been- appointed 
in 1668 to command the King's Body Guard, vice 
Lord Brandon, was despatched with 3,000 men to 
secure Ostend. Other troops went to Jersey and 
to Flanders. Utrecht surrendered at once to 
Monmouth, but before any active operations could 
take place the Peace of Nimeguen restored mat- 
ters to the sialus quo, and the armaments had to 
be disbanded. 

Seven years later Charles IE. died. At the 
period of his demise the regular Army consisted 
of no more than 8,000 men. Besides the Corps 
already named, three other Begiments of the line 
had been permanently organised, including Dum- 
barton's, the 1st Boyals, and the 3rd Buffs, which 
had always been previously known as the Holland 
Begiment. 

It was during this reign that the bayonet, a 
weapon in which the British Infantry soldier has 
frequently and justly relied for success in actions 
when ammunition has been scarce and the foe at 
hand,— came into use, and, singularly enough, 
was first placed in the hands of Cavalry soldiers. 
A Boyal Warrant, bearing date 2nd April, 1 672» 
directed the arming of a Begiment of Dragoons, 
under the command of Prince Bupert, with, 
among other weapons, the matchlock musket, 
with a collar of bandoliers, and a bayonet or great 
Jenife, The bayonet, so named, was manufactured 
by a cutler in Bayonne, and was first screwed into 
the barrel of the matchlock, that, when ammuni- 
tion was exhausted, the matchlock might be used 
as a pike. It was not for many years later that 
the British learnt, in action with the French, that 
it was possible to attach the bayonet to the mus- 
ket without interfering with the fire. Fas est ab . 
hoste doceri is a good adage, and the English were 
not slow to adopt its prescription. 

Two other measures in connection with the 
land Forces distinguished the reign of Charles IL 
One of these concerned the Militia, and was re- 
sorted to as a means of strengthening the King's 
position, without obliging him to go to Parliament 
for more money for the maintenance of troops. 
His Majesty introduced a complete change in what 
hitherto had been called the feudal system. It 
was left to the several Lords-Lieutenant of counties 
to form a Militia, and to appoint the officers 
thereto^a piece of patronage which amaaingly 
stimulated their exertions, and secured their 
loyalty. The King^ however, retained the chief 
command in his own hands, and reserved to him- 
self the right of annulling any of the appoint- 
ments at his good-will and pleasure. 

Mention of the other measure has been post- 
poned to the last that it may form a climax to 
I the generous acts with which the memory of 
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diaries 11. may fairly be credited. He laid the 
foundation of the Royal Hospital at Chelsea. It 
has been alleged that that excellent institution 
for the support of " war -honoured age "origina- 
ted in a suggestion of Nell Gwynne*8. The story 
goes, that being solicited by a beggarj^ who told 
her he had shed his blood during the civil war in 
defence of the Bo /al cause, she urged the King to 
make provision for such devotees as were now 
subsisting upon alms. Whether Charles was 
really influenced by the appeal of his mistress, or 
was moved by some more responsible adviser, or 
was only governed by his own generous and un- 
aided impulses, is hardly worthy of inquiry now. 
It is enough that, on the 12th of March, 1682, he 
laid the foundation stone of a fabric which has 
ever since been the home of the decayed and 
helpless soldier. Between the pensioner and the 
out-pensioner of Chelsea Hospital some hundreds 
of thousands have received relief in their old age, 
and to this hour the institution opens its hos- 
pitable gates to all who have a right to claim 
admission. 



CHAPTER IL 

Monmonth*8 Rebellion — Sedgmoor — The Firat Itoyalfl — 
Encampment at Honnslow — New RAgiments — Soldiers 
and Religion— The Military Test— The Irish Reoruite 
— ^The Portsmouth Captains — The Prince of Orange 
Arrives in England — His Force and ils Reception — 
Encounters at Wincanton and Hungerford — Flight of 
King James 11. 

It is one of the misfortunes attending the reign 
of a monarch of loose principles and vicious 
practices, that his successor^ as well as his sub- 
jects, have to contend with the consequences of 
his bequests. This fact was made manifest soon 
after the accession of J mes 11. Charles, at his 
decease, left many illegitimate children, nine of 
whom he had publicly acknowledged and invested 
with rank, and, in some instances, with sinecure 
offices. One of these inheritances of the new 
King became a plague to him, and a charge to the 
public, in the very first year of the new reign. 
The Duke of Monmouth, to whom allusion has 
been made in the preceding chapter, asserted a 
claim to the throne, founded upon the alleged 
private marriage of his father, the late Monarch, 
to his mother, one Lucy Barlow or Waters. 

Presuming that the reader is familiar with at 
least the most prominent events in the history of 
his own country, it can scarcely be necessary to 
enter more particularly into the details of Mon- 
mouth's rebellion than will suffice to show its 
connection with and bearing upon the Army. 

The King's , hands were sufficiently occupied 



with the Scottish revolt under Argyle, when 
news reached London of the landing of the Duke 
of Monmouth, at Lyme, in Dorsetshire. The 
strong desire of the King to re-establish Popery 
in his dominions had already awakened a 
spirit of discontent among his Protestant sub« 
jects, which only needed the presence of a 
pretender to the throne to fan into a flame. 
*' J., Monmouthy Monmouth ! the Protestant 
reliyion ! *' burst from thousands of throats in the 
West of England, when the Duke's arrival was 
announced. His handful of followers set up a 
blue flag in the Lyme market-place as his par- 
ticular ensign, and this was followed by the pub* 
lication of a declaration, in which James was 
denounced as the murderer of his brother, and of 
Essex and Godfrey. This document, which was 
conceived in a very inflammatory tone, was full of 
flattering promises. All sects of Protestants 
were to enjoy perfect toleration - there were to be 
annual Parliaments, and no standing Army but 
the Militia. And although the Duke asserted the 
validity of his claim to the succession, he declared 
that he was content to abide by the decision of a 
free Parliament. This declaration, embracing 
principles so distinctly antagonistic to those which 
the Monarch de facto was industriously enforcing, 
yielded immense satisfaction, and attracted large 
bodies of yeomen, artisans, and tradespeople to 
Monmouth's standard. The better classes ad- 
hered to the King's cause, and assembled the 
Militia, who drove back the Duke's Cavalry at 
Bridport. Lord Grey of Wark, who commanded 
the rebel Cavalry, had seen service in France ; but 
with raw, untrained bumpkins, mounted on plough 
horses, he could not do much harm. News arriv- 
ing that Devonshire had declared for the Duke, 
he advanced to Exeter ; thence to Taunton in 
Somersetshire, where he proclaimed himself-^ 
" King Monmouth." In Somersetshire, however, 
the opposition to his progress became more 
marked and effective. Churchill harassed him 
with Squadrons of the Horse Guards (Blue). This 
Churchill — afterwards destined to fill so con- 
spicuous a place in the Military history of Eng- 
land as Duke of Marlborough — had been sent, in 
his twenty-third year, being then a subaltern in 
the Guards, to join the French forces against the 
Dutch. His intrepidity, his excellent judgment 
and professional attainments; his magnificent 
stature, expressive face, and engaging manners, 
won for him admiration, respect, and friendship. 
The defects of his education he repaired by close 
observation and original genius ; and the soldiers 
were proud of their leader, and confided in him. 

Monmouth pushed on to Wiltshire, in spite of 
his growing apprehension of ultimate failure and 
the vigour of the assaults on his flank by the 
regular Cavalry, and derived a little hope and oon- 
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solation from tlie repulse of the Dake of Grafton 
at Philip Norj;on. Grafton retreated. The Pro- 
testants rising in Monmoath*s favour at Bridge- 
water, he hastened thither without delay, bat learnt 
on his arrival that the King's Forces had collected 
at Sedgmoor, a vast marshy plain, three miles from 
Bridgewater. Ascending the belfry of the principal 
church, the Duke saw the Regulars, to the num- 
ber of 2,500, supported by 1,500 of the Wiltshire 
Militia, assembled to meet and repulse him. He 
distinguished the First Boyals by their costume, 
and exclaimed, " I know those men ; they will 
fight. If I had but those men aU woudd go 
well." 

The Eing^s troops were commanded by the 
Earl of Feversham, a dissolute nobleman and in- 
competent soldier. Intelligence reaching Mon- 
mouth that Feversham . and a large proportion of 
his troops were intoxicated, he determined upon a 
night surprise and attack. The moon was up, but 
the mist, which rose above the swamp, obscured 
every object at a distance of fifty yards. In the 
execution of his project Monmouth led the In- 
fantry and Lord Grey the Horse, the whole of the 
troops shouting " Sots! '* as they advanced to the 
attack. The Foot, however, could not act with 
the Cavalry, owing to the difficulties of the 
ground. At first the Regulars were repulsed, 
although they opposed the arms of the period to 
the scythes and muskets of the Duke's raw levies. 
At length a failure of ammunition turned the 
fortunes of the day, and the rebels gave way. To 
complete their discomfiture, the King's Artillery 
was brought into play through the exertions of a 
Serjeant Weems. The guns were attached to the 
several Begiments of Infantry, and so badly sup- 
plied with (he means of transport, that the Bishop 
of Winchester is said to ' have lent his carriage 
horses to drag them into position. 

The battle of Sedgmoor was decisive of the 
fate of Monmouth and his Army. He was made 
prisoner, appealed fruitlessly to the King's 
demency, and was executed. 

James was prodigal of his thanks to the troops, 
and conferred special rewards in money upon the 
First Boyals, for the wounds and hurts the Offi- 
cers and men had received. To Serjeant Weems 
a gratuity of 40Z. was given for serving the great 
guns in an emergency. The First Boyals was a 
very distinguished Begiment on several grounds : 
— it was the last of the Scottish Guards which had 
been kept up in the service of the Kings of France ; 
frotn the ninth century, when Charles UI. took 
twenty-four Scotchmen into his pay to act as a 
bodyguard, until the reign of Louis XIV., inclu- 
sive, there had alwavsbeen a certain number of these 
hardy and faithful soldiers attached to the Boyal 
person. They were recruited in Scotland. Louis 
Kn. sent them over to attend the coronation of 



Charles I., and eight years later they revisited 
England to fight under their leader, Hepburn, 
against the Parliamentarian Army. The Scottish 
Guard returned to France on the destruction of 
Monarchy by the Boundheads, but, on the Bestora- 
tion, they came permanently to England as the 
" Earl of Dumbai-ton's Foot," and the Corps was 
named by Charles II. the " 1st Boyal Begiment." 

Anxious to ingratiate himself with the Army, 
as a means of realising his favourite project of 
catholicising the country. King James, at the 
commencement of his reign, established a camp 
at Hounslow, where the troops could be instructed 
in field operations through the medium of sham 
fights and sieges. The men of all arms at this 
time, including the troops which were recalled 
from Tangiers, as the place was found to be not 
worth the holding, amounted to about 20,000, of 
whom 12,000 were encamped at Hounslow. At 
first, the people contemplated the presence of so 
large a body of men in the vicinity of the metro- 
polis with alarm, but when they found that the 
entire scene was one of gaiety and frivolity, coun- 
tenanced by the Queen, the Princess Anne, and 
some of the beauties of the Court, who occupied 
marquees on the ground, they ceased to murmur, 
and resorted in crowds to the heath when their 
business afiPorded them sufficient leisure for pastime. 
Many Begiments had been raised when Mon- 
mouth's rebellion .broke out, and at first bore the 
names of the Officers by whom they had been 
recruited, but they were now numbered and 
clothed alike. These were the 1st, or King's 
Dragoon Guards ; the 2nd, or Queen's Bays ; the 
3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th Dragoon Guards ; the drd 
and 4th Light Dragoons ; the 7th, dth, 9th, 10th, 
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 16th, and 18th 
Begiments of the Line. The pay of the troops 
was good, considering the vsdue of money in 
those days. Privates in the Life Guards drew 
four shillings per diem ; in the Blues, two shil- 
lings and sixpence ; the Dragoons had one shil- 
ling and sixpence each ; the Foot Guards, ten** 
pence ; and the Line, eightpeuce. 

Nothing could well be worse than the discipline 
of the Army at Hounslow. Crimes, exclusively 
Military, were committed with impunity, for the 
common law did not recognise Oourts-Martia). It 
was only during a period of actual warfare that a 
mutineer or deserter was liable to be tried ty a 
Military tribunal, and executed by the Provost- 
Marshfld. James endeavoured to persuade the 
Judges of the Court of Queen*s Beuch and the 
Old Bailey to twist the law to his purposes. They 
were brave enough, however, to refuse to comply 
with his wishes : they would not do a great 
(public) wrong to do him a little (privato) right. 
He' therefore removed them, and supplied their 
places with more obsequious men, who causei? 



8 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



[1686. 



offenders to be convicted, sentenced to death, and 
ezecated in presence of their own Begiments. 

The result of the trial of the seven bishops 
afforded King James the pretext he desired for 
ascertaining the loyalty of the Army, or, rather, 
its disposition to become a Papistical Force, and 
an instrument for the coercion of Parliament. 
Seated in his marquee, at dinner with the Earl of 
Feversham, after the bishops hachbeen acquitted, 
he was startled by a load shout proceeding from 
the soldiery ; he sent the earl to ascertain its 
cause ; the earl said it " was nothing but the sol- 
diers rejoicing at the acquittal of the bishops." 
*' Do you call that no/^tn^ /" cried the King. The 
event had disturbed him, and he soon afterwards 
quitted the camp. But the moment his back 
was turned, another loud and general shout pro- 
claimed the delight of the troops. Fearing now 
that his political ends would be frustrated without 
the aid of the soldiery, he determined to ascer- 
tain, directly and unequivocally, how far they 
would contribute to the repeal of the Test and 
Penal Laws, which had been passed for the exclu- 
sion of the Boman Catholics from power. He 
directed; therefore, that each Begiment should be 
separately addressed, and began with the Earl of 
Lichfield's Corps, which afterwards became the 
12th of the Line. The Major of the Begiment 
accordingly communicated the King's wishes to 
the Corps, intimating that, in case of their refusal 
to obey, tbey would be required to lay down their 
arms. The whole of the Begiment, with the 
exception of two Captains and four or five Popish 
soldiers, at once grounded their firelocks. The 
King was speechless for a while. He then told 
them to resume their arms, and that, for the 
future, he " would not do them the honour to 
seek their advice." In James's time. Corporal 
Trim had not enunciated the solemn fact that a 
" soldier has a soul, your honour ; " the Papistical 
King looked upon him merely ajs an instrument of 
propagandism, or, if he gave the soldier credit 
for any religious feeling at all, he concluded that 
it was at least immaterial to the man whether he 
ehose his own road to heaven, or accepted the one 
offered him by his Sovereign. 

In this spirited refusal of the men to espouse 
the King's views, we are presented with a remark-* 
able proof that a standing Army cannot always be 
a source of danger to the State.* 

* Very reoenUy a striking instanoe oooarred of the re- 
li^ous Borqplea which sometime* inflaenoe soldiers. A 
^ighlandor left a charcb in disgust because of the ritual* 
istic absurdities that were in oourse of performance. In- 
deed, modem times have presented many remarkable ex- 
amples of the piety of British soldiers. The names of 
Ghirdiner, Henry Havelock, Hedley Vicars, and Shadforth 
shed as bright a lustre upon the page of history as those 
whioh are only associated with deeds of high emprise. 
And why shbnid it not be so? Xt has been well said by 



King James now lost no time in fashioning the 
Army to his own purposes. He availed himself of 
every pretence for cashiering Protestant OfiScers 
and soldiers, substituting for them a corresponding 
number of Irish Catholics. He had no difficulty 
*in getting a large accession of troops in this way, 
for the good pay and quarters obtainable in Eng- 
land were a strong temptation to the poor Celts. 
Besides the Earl of Tyrconnel had paved the way 
for the monarch in forming a reliable Military 
Force out of the peasantry of the country. Whole 
Battalions were sent over for the King's Service to 
the infinite disgust of the English soldiery, who 

one of the most eloquent preachers of our day that we 
have the highest of all authority for affirming that there 
was no profession in this world upon whioh God has pat 
so many time-honoured marks of His distinction as upon 
that of the soldier. ** If we go back to the earliest his- 
tory of the world," observes the Rev. Mr Fleming, '* we 
shall find that the Lord distinguished Himself as the 
Lord of Hosts, at the head of His own people, and that 
the profession whioh of all others seemed to have been 
especially under His leading was the profession of the 
soldier. Let them take, for instance, the Book tH 
Joflhua. What was it ? It seemed to him that it was the 
record of the exploits of an illustrious soldier, when Qod 
might have worked the same miracles to bring His people 
into the land of promise as He had pleased to do in the 
wilderness, where He cleft the rook, where He opened the 
Red Sea, where He fed them with manna from heaTon. 
If He had been so pleased. He could by the breath of His 
nostrils have dispersed all those nations from before them ; 
but nevertheless He chose, as the successor of Moses, not a 
law-giTor, not a minister, not a priest, but a soldier by profes- 
sion. Joshua was a man with a sword girded upon his thigh, 
and he wa<t nominated for the stem mission. If they came 
to the New Testament, that profession was strikingly put 
before them. Waen He who spake as never man spake, 
who lived as never man lived, and who died as never man 
oouid die, bung upon the cross of Calvary, who was the 
solitary individual who at that crisis acknowledged the 
Siviour ? When the courageous Peter was following afar 
oflF, when all His disciples forsook Him and fled, when 
those who sat in Moses' seat mocked and scorned Him, 
when the infuriated people who bad followed Him for the 
loaves and flAhes, taunted Him, saying, ' Save thyself and 
come down from the cross,' there was one man who did 
acknowledge Christ in that dark hour, and he was a sol« 
dier, a heathen centurion, a Roman Officer, who stood at 
the foot of the cross, and gave forth that wondrous con- 
foAsion of faith and honesty, * Truly this was the Son of 
Gk>d I ' He did it when there wa» no hope of promotion, 
when there was no hope of popularity, when there was 
nothing to gain by it, when others scorned and mocked, 
and ofifered to the dying Jesus bitter drink, then it was 
the soldier said, * Truly this was the Son of Qod,' Then, 
eoming on to our own days, they, found that a wonderful 
ohange had passed over the Army and Navy, both being 
bound up together. There was a time when it was the 
fashion to fling a sneer at the man who was religious in 
the Army or Navy. There was a day when it seemed to 
be the idea that in proportion as a man became holy be 
ceased to be brave ; that if ho became religiona, which 
was all very well for a clergyman, then the man was no 
.longer fit to do his duty. They remembered that it had 
been a matter of record that those in the time of Nelson, 
who, by way of contempt, were called Methodists, were 
the men of all others whom, in the hour of need and o{ 
peril, that great man knew he oould rely upon.". 
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regarded the new comers as foreigners. " No man 
of English blood/* sajs Macaulaj, "then regarded 
the aboriginal Irish as his conntrymen. The very 
langaage spoken by the Irish was different to their 
own. • • • The Englishman was a free 
man — the Irish were the hereditary eferfs of his 
race. He worshipped God after a pure and rational 
fashion ; the Irish were. sunk in idolatry and super- 
stition. He knew that great numbers of Irish 
had repeatedly fled before a small English colony, 
and he very complacently inferred that he was 
naturally a being of a higher order than the 
Irishman ; for it is thus that a dominant race 
always explains its ascendancy and excuses its 
tyranny." 

Imbued with motives so adverse to the new 
comers, it was not likely that the English soldiers 
would co-operate with the Irish, but at 'the same 
time the one— -the strongest — would certainly con- 
trol the other, and therefore James was solicitous 
that a majority of his troops should be brought from 
the sister isle.- Irrespective of their Roman Catho- 
licism there was in the Celt — as two centuries have 
now abundantly proved — the elements of the 
finest soldiership, only requiring a strict discipline 
to be shaped to the purpose of the leader. 

The first batch of Irish recruits afforded occa- 
sion for a decided display of the hostihty of 
the English to the importations. The detach- 
ment consisted of thirty men who were ordered 
by the Duke of Berwick, the Colonel of 
the Princess Anne of Denmark's Begiment, now 
the 8th Foot, to be enlisted. The English sol- 
diers of the Corps refused to serve with them. 
The Lieutenant-Colonel Besumet, and five Cap- 
tains, protested against the Irish recruits as an 
insult, not only to themselves but to the nation, 
and preferred resigning their commissions to re- 
ceiving Roman Catholics into the ranks. Be it 
remembered, in their further justification, that at 
that period, and for many years later, the Irish 
were generally regarded by the English '' as a 
sfupid and a cowardly race." On receiving the 
protest of the Officers the King despatched the 
6th Dragoon Guards to Portsmouth to bring 
the Officers before him. On their arrival they 
were tried by a Court-Martial, and Churchill, 
now become Baron Churchill, in the fervour 
of his disciplinary zeal, suggested that they 
should be put to death. The King, from com- 
bined motives of policy and humanity, ob- 
jected to the adoption of so extreme a measure. 
The Officers were cashiered for their contumacy, 
and James actually allowed them to be reim- 
bursed by the Treasury the expense they had in- 
curred in raising their several companies or in 
purchasing their commissions. These Officers were 
the Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Besumet, Cap- 
tain Uie Honourable Thomas Paston, and Captains 



Simon Peake, Thomas Orme, John Porte, and 
William Cook. They were long known and 
reverenced by the people as *' The Portsmouth 
Captains." 

While the King was busily engaged in seeking 
to revive the Romanist religion throughout his 
realms, an intrigue was afoot, in which many dis- 
tinguished noblemen took part, for hurling him 
from the throne and substituting a Prince of more 
decided Protestant feeling. Choice was made of 
William of Nassau, the Prince of Orange, and the 
project had further justification in the fact of the 
Prince's being married to James's daughter Mary. 
William's prudence forbade his accepting the 
invitation of the Protestant nobles at once ; he 
desired to be assured that he would be personally 
acceptable to the people at large, and that the 
success of his attempt to obtain possession of the 
Crown would be placed beyond all question. The 
recent disaster of the Duke of Monmouth was a 
warning to future adventurers, who should act 
upon the representations of the discontented, and 
trust to the accident of such enthusiasm as their 
presence might create. To all appearance William's 
success was certain ; but, to maJke assurance doubly 
sure, he proceeded to collect together a large sum 
of money, and a strong Military Force. A .great 
many English Officers and noblemen went to the 
Hague, the capital of Holland, where William was 
residing, to join the Prince, and in a few months 
a large and well-disciplined body of British troops 
was equipped for the expedition to England. No 
fewer than six hundred ships were freighted with 
the troops, the munitions of war, and the neces- 
sary provisions. King James, alarmed at the 
menacing aspect of affairs, immediately added 
four thousand English to the standing Army, and 
sent for three thousand Irishmen, in addition to 
the number already formed into Regiments. The 
French King, sympathising with James, had 
offered him the assistance of a large body of 
troops, but their support was declined, and Louis 
sent them to make war in Germany. 

The Fleet in which William's Army was em- 
barked was at first repulsed by a stonn. A second 
attempt was more successful, and in a few days 
Dutch troops effected a landing at Torbay. The 
very first measure of the Prince of Orange, and 
his able General, Frederick Count Schomberg, who 
was universally esteemed the greatest living master 
of the art of war, tended to conciliate the people. 
Orders were issued that the inhabitants of the 
towns and villages were to be treated by the sol- 
diery with consideration, their property untouched, 
and every article paid for that might be required 
in the progress of the troops eastward. Accus- 
tomed as the townspeople and peasantry had been 
to rudeness and pillage from the Royal troops, 
this conduct on the part of foreigners filled them 
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with BUTprise and deligbt, wbicH were not lessened 
when they beheld the magnificent armament 
which William had brought over. The Cavalry 
were saperbly dressed and admirably mounted ; 
some of the big guns were of great length and 
weight, each requiring sixteen cart horses in its 
transport ; the steadiness of the march, the glitter 
of the cuirasses, the splendour of the Officers' cos- 
tumes, rich plumes waving from their hats, and 
gold lace decorating their coats, excited universal 
admiration. Nor was it merely in the glitter of 
his parade, and the protection afforded to the 
people, that William displayed a sound policy ; 
careful to avoid wounding the pride or rousing the 
vindictive feelings of the nation he went to deliver 
and to govern, he took care so to place the British 
Begiments, which had been raised in his interest, 
that they should come into collision with the 
Boyal Irish troops, which did the outpost duty. 
He thus assured himself of the sympathy of 
Englishmen to whom those Boyals were obnoxious. 

The first encounter — ^a mere skirmish — took 
place atWincanton. The Irbh soldiery, commanded 
by one Sarsfeld, a brave man and good Officer, 
were forced back by the van of William's troops. 
Desertions from the Boyal cause now increased, 
and among other estrangements the King had to 
lament the defection of Lord Churchill and the Duke 
of Grafton. The Eiog had concentrated a Force 
at Salisbury, whither he proceeded himself ; but 
neither his presence, nor the exertions of his 
Officers, nor the devotion of his Irish troops, were 
proof against the steady onward movement of the 
Dutch Prince and his followers, and the national 
enthusiasm in their favour. After a feeble effort 
to maintain his position, James fled from Salis- 
bury. The camp then broke up, and with so 
little order, that it rather resembled a retreat 
before the enemy than a simple retrograde move- 
ment. The morah of the Force being destroyed, 
an encounter at Hungerford gave an easy victory 
to William. Binngs now took place all over the 
country in favour of the Prince. Seeing that all 
was over, the King, directed Lord Feveraham to 
disband the Army, while he, glad to accept the 
aid and sympathy which he had previously refused, 
fled to France. 

The path being now clear, William hastened to 
the metropolis. Lords Churchill and Orafton 
were authorised to re assemble the dispersed Eng- 
lish soldiers, and invite them to resume their 
Military character under the new dynasty. The 
Irish* were compelled to deliver up their arms; 
all yielded excepting a small detachment at Til- 
bury Fort, where some acts of violence were per- 
petrated which only had the effect of augmenting 
the animosity of the English. 

A considerable number of the English common 
floldiers manifested a reluctance to abandon the 



cause of King James. Indeed, Lord Dundee, one 
of the most devoted of the King's adherents, had 
offered to raise 10,000 men on his behalf, and 
engaged with that number to ''drive out the 
Dutch and their Prince." This feeling induced 
William to send some of the disaffected Corps to 
places remote from London, or to Flanders, or 
Ireland, for nearly the whole population of the 
latter country still favoured the cause of the 
fugitive monarch. 
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The Mattny Act Passed-- James Arrives in Ireland — ^Kew 
Ri^ments Raised— Killicrankie— War with Franoe— 
Expedition to the Netherlands— The Battle of Wall- 
court— King William Goes to Ireland— The Battle of 
the Boyne— Churchill— The Pay of the Troops— War 
and Weapons from the Earliest Times— Gunpowder and 
Cannon — Mons Meg— The King Goes to Holland — 
Churchill Created Lord Marlborough —The Sieges of 
Athlone and Limerick — The Battle of Steenkerke — A 
Soldier's Temptations— Camp Life and ita Resnlta^- 
The Battle of Landen. 

The inadequacy of the Common Law to deal 
with Military Officers after a fashion to secure 
discipline and order, induced Parliament, imme- 
diately after the accession of ** William III.," to 
pass an Act for the punishment of mutiny and 
desertion. Its provisions were simple, and have 
been adhered to with little deviation in principle, 
but with considerable expansion in detail, to the 
present hour. This first " Mutiny Act " provided 
that the Army might be continued, and that the 
King might levy more troops ; that any Officer or 
soldier who should excite, cause, or join in any 
mutiny or sedition, should suffer death, " or such 
other punishment as by a Court-Martial might be 
awarded ; " it gave power to the King or to the 
General of his Army to grant commissions to 
Lieutenant-Generals and other Officers, not under 
the rank of Colonel, to hold Courts-Martial, but 
enacted that no such Courts should consist of 
fewer than thirteen Officers, none of whom should 
be under the rank of Captain ; that Field Offi- 
cers should be tried by Field Officers only, and 
that no sentence of death should be passed unless 
nuw out of the thirteen Officers assented to the 
decree. Finally, the Act provided that Courts- 
Martial should be held between eight o'clock a.m. 
and one p.m. 

James had not been long in Franoe ere he was 
induced by his Irish friends to make an effort to 
regain possession of the English Throne. He 
accordingly proceeded to Ireland, sustained by a 
body of French troops, and was received with 
wild enthusiasm. William, who was now the 
lecogui^ied Sovereign of the English people, saw 
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tlie impottanos of ernsbinff tUs attempt upon 
Jamee's part to resume hi^ .uthority, and imme- 
diately raised fresli troops, as his Dutch Contin- 
gent W93 insufficient for liis purposes. 

The newly-raised troops became the 7th Dragoon 
Guards ; the 6th Enniskillen Dragoons ; the 7th 
light Dragoons; the 16th. 17th, 19th, 20th, 
21st, 22nd. 23rd, 25th, 26th, 27th, and 28th 
Begiments of the Line. 

James's progress from Kinsale, in the south of 
Ireland, where he landed, to Dublin, was very 
satisfactory to himself. The Roman • Catholic 
religion prevailed generally througliout that por- 
tion of the island. In the North, however, where 
a large admixture of the Scottish element had 
given a preponderance to Protestant feeling, he 
found some resistance. The inhabitants of Lon- 
donderry and Enniskillen refused to recognise 
him, preferring to endure a siege rather than open 
their gates to one whose Papistical sentiments they 
abhorred. The defence of Londonderry, con- 
ducted by a clergyman of the name of Walker— 
truly a member of the Church militant — ^is com- 
memorated to this hour, for James, after losing 
9,000 men, was compelled to raise the siege both 
of Deny and Enniskillen, and to direct his atten- 
tion to other places. Meanwhile, William sent a 
large Force over to Ireland under Schomberg^s 
command, and many conflicts took place in which 
the Irish exhibited their combative qualities, much 
to the advantage of the self-exiled monarch. At 
CarrickferguSy Newry, Dundalk, and other towns, 
there was a strong anti-Protestant feeling, and 
almost everywhere the peasantxy, numbers of 
whom had formed themselves into an armed body, 
under the name of Bapparees, laid waste the 
countxy, intercepted the foraging parties, an4, 
dashing upon them from ambuscades, carried off 
their horses and arms. The winter was unusually 
severe, which greatly increased the sufferings of 
the soldiery. The Dutch troops were better off 
than the English, because experience had made 
them masters of many of the minor arts of war, 
and they were enabled, by collecting timber and 
straw, to hut themselves. The English soldiers 
have always been clumsy at contrivances, and 
have only within the laftt fifteen years been taught 
the importance of turning the gifis of Nature to 
account in procuring shelter from the inclemency 
of the weather. 

While the Irish — ^to use the language of Mr 
Disraeli during the great debate (April 1868) on 
the Irish Church question — were ** fighting like 
gentlemen for their Sovereign," the Highlanders in 
Scotland were doing deeds of high emprise under 
the gallant Dundee. Between 5,000 and 6 000 men 
were in arms for the Stewart. Qeneral Mackay 
was sent by William to subdue them. He 
managed to coop them up in the hills for a time^ 



but Dundee contrived to shift his quarters con- 
tinually, and at length forced Mackay to give him 
battle at Eillicrankie. Mackay was defeated 
because, as he said, the 4th Horse (afterwards 
the drd Dragoon Guards) were away. With that 
Corps he believed he could have recovered the 
day. However, Dundee being killed in action, 
the Highlanders abandoned the field and tran- 
quillity was for a time restored in Scotland. 

But troubles arose elsewhere. The King of 
France, probably taking advantage of the employ- 
ment of the English and Dutch troops in Ireland 
and Scotland, violated the treaty of Kimeguen, 
and invaded Germany. To check this aggressive 
spirit, a confederation was formed by the Emperor 
of Germany, the Elector of Brandenburg, the 
States General, and Spain ; and England, having 
been a party to the treaty, was under an obliga- 
tion to join the confederation. Each of the allies 
having to contribute a quota of troops, William, 
in 1689, sent a Contingent under Churchill, on 
whom he had conferred the Earldom of Marl- 
borough, to act with Prince Waldeck*s Army. 
This Prince, who was advanced in life, and had 
not been successful in his Militaxy vocations, was 
not popular as a Commander, and the share which 
he had in the hostilities now commenced did not 
contribute to remove the odium under which he 
had laboured. In August 1689 the battle of 
Walcourt was fought. Marshal d*Humieres, the 
French leader, having advanced with his whole 
Army to surprise a largo body of Dutch Cavalry, 
an opportunity was given to several British Begi- 
ments of* distinguishing themselves. Perceiving 
the danger to which the Horse were exposed. 
Prince Waldeck signalled their return, but the 
French fell upon them, the vanguard attacking 
the village of Forge. Here 800 English troops, 
under Colonel Hodges of the 16th Foot, with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Eves and a Major of Horse, 
were posted. For two hours they maintained 
their ground with extraordinary resolution. 
Superior numbers compelling them to give way, 
they retired in good order to Walcourt, followed 
by the French, upon whom they now turned, and 
a fierce conflict ensued. Marlborough commanded 
the English, among whom were the 3rd, 7th, and 
21st Regiments, in addition to the 16th.* They 
all behaved admirably, finally repulsing the 
French, who retreated with the loss of 2,000 
in killed and wounded, several pieces of cannon, 
and a quantity of ammunition. The loss of the 
English was 300 only, including, however, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Grimes. 

* The 16th was one of the Regiments which, nnder 
James, refused to t)ght against the Prince of Orange. 
James caused the Corps to be disbanded. It was reor« 
gsnised by Churchill, and, as we have seen, proved of 
much soryice to William ILL in the Netherlands. 
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Dissatisfied with tlie slow progress of Schom- 
berg in Ireland, King William resolved, in the 
spring of 1690, to take the field in person. 
Having an Army on foot of 36,000 men, he pro- 
ceeded to Ireland in the spring, accompanied by 
Prince Geoi^, the Duke of Ormond, the Earl of 
Oxford, and others. In compliment to the latter, 
and to distinguish them from a Dutch Regiment 
which wore the same kind of uniform, the Boyal 
Horse Guards were called the " Oxford Blues/' a 
title which they bear to this hour. 

William directed his course towards Drogheda, 
on the banks of the Boyne, where he found the 
troops of James drawn up to dispute his passage. 
He immediately attacked them. The conflict was 
sharp and decisive. The English Regiments were 
not much exposed, and had little opportunity of 
distinguishing themselves. To the Dutch, there- 
fore, mainly belongs the cr^t of reaping victory 
at the battle of the Boyne, and ridding their 
Prince of his enemy. Schomberg, unfortunately, 
was slain during the action ; but whether by the 
Dragoons against whom he was operating at the 
moment, or by an accidental bullet from the 
musket of one of his own men, must always 
remain a question. 

It would far exceed the limits of this work to 
attempt to give the details of any of the battles 
in which the British Army has been engaged 
during the last two hundred years. The utmost 
that can be expected is a minute chronicle of the 
progress that has been made in the art-Military ; 
a description of the changes effected in the organi- 
sation and equipment of the troops; a general 
record of the mighty achievements of our noble 
Military establishments ; and a faithful accumu- 
lation of the incidents of warfare which have shed 
lustre on the names of privates and Officers alike, 
in the various fields in which they have been 
engaged, in every quarter of the world. No detail, 
therefore, of the movements at the battle of the 
Boyne is offered. 

The successes of William in other parts of 
Ireland were not so decided as on " the Boyne 
water." He reduced Waterford, but was repulsed 
at Limerick, and his General, Douglas, was com- 
pelled to raise the siege of Athlone. In fact, it 
was not until Marlborough went to Cork with 
5,000 English and 4,000 Danes that the French 
and Irish were subdued. The Duke of Grafton 
was, killed at the siege of Oork. William was 
heard to say that he knew no man who had seen 
so little of war so fit to be a General as the Earl 
of Marlborough. The English people went further 
in the praise of their native hero, and emphati- 
cally declared that he had achieved more im- 
portant results in one month than the King's 
phlegmatic Dutch friend had done in two cam- 
paigns. 



Some men are gifted with a natural aptitude 
for war, and, without any previous preparation^ 
will assume commands, and direct difficult opera- 
tions which often baffie the exertions of trained 
warriors. Others, though only occupying subordi- 
nate rank, will give so much of their attention to 
a study of the science of war, that, when oppor- 
tunity presents itself, they are found to be capable 
of taking prominent positions, and securing victory 
where their seniors would only reap defeat and 
disaster. To the former category belong Crom- 
well, Olive. Washington, Garibaldi : to the latter. 
Napoleon, Wellington, Havelock, Nicholson, and 
Marlborough. The last are by far the safer class. 
Washington himself, though belonging to the 
former, in urging upon Congress the importance of 
Military instructions (see his last Anniud Message 
of December 7th, 1796), used the following wor£: 
** Whatever argument may be drawn from par- 
ticular examples, superficially viewed, a thorough 
examination of the subject will evince that the 
art of war is both comprehensive and complicated ; 
that it demands much previous study ; and that 
the possession of it in its most improved and per- 
fect state is always of great moment to the seen* 
rity of a nation." He might have added, that it 
is the most difficult of aU the sciences, for, as the 
American General Halleck has justly said, " it 
embraces nearly every branch of human learning.^ 
Marlborough, as has been already observed, was 
not a man whose early education had been much 
attended to, but when once he embraced a lfili« 
tary life, he seems to have paid close attention 
to its conditions. His residence in France was an 
advantage to him, for in those days the French 
Army was the best school of discipline. Turenne 
Aforoed it. He knew that without it an Army 
would degenerate into a mere rabble of brigands 
and outlaws, more dangerous to the Common- 
wealth than to a national enemy. The lessons of 
history had not been thrown away upon him ; the 
wonderful defence of Thermopybe by the Spartans, 
whether a fact or a fable, was, as historians 
recount it, as instructive an example of the value 
of strict discipline, as the ruin of Hannibal*8 
Army and of Anthony, on the Parthian expedi- 
tion, were illustrations of the mischief resulting 
from its absence. Churchill took a leaf out of 
Turenne's book, and as his responsibility increased 
with his advancement, he introduced bye-laws for 
the regulation of the troops under his immediate 
command, as opportunity offered. For all this he 
had ample authority from the King. William IIL 
was himself a strict disciplinarian. The Dutch 
troops were governed by a rigid code, and the 
wars in which they had been engaged on the Con- 
tinent of Europe reconciled them to its value. 

As we have entered upon comparatively a new 
phase in the career of the British soldier, it may 
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not be amiss to take a survey of the state of the 
Army in 1690. 

In ntunerical strength the Army consisted of 
between 40,000 and 50,000 men, English and 
Dutch, about one-half of whom were to be per- 
manently retained. The composition of each 
Begiment very mnch resembled that of the pre- 
sent day in respect to the different ranks and 
gradations of rank, and the following table repre- 
sents the scale of daily pay drawn by all classes : 

CAVALRY. 

HOBSB ASID Ura OUABDS. 

Colonel, M Colonel, 128. ; as Captain, lOs. ; 4 a. d. 

two borsee at 28. each . .16 

Lieatenant-Oolonel, as Lieatenant-Colonel, 

8a. ; as Captain, lOs. ; two hones at 2a. 

each . . .^ . • .12 

Major, as l£a]or, no troop . • .10 

Captain, as Captain, lOs. ; two horsea, 28. 

each . . • . . . . 14 
Lientenanfcy as anch, 68. ; two hones, 28. 

eanh 10 

Cornet, as sneh, Ss. ; two hones, 28. each .090 
Quartermaster, is. ; two honiea, la. each .060 

Corporal 8 

TmDipet4«r • . * • • .028 
Private Trooper 2 6 

The pay of the Dragoons was at nearly the same 
rate as the Horse and Life Ghiards. The Colonel 
and Major received precisely the same sums ; the 
Lieutenant- Colonel two shillings less ; the Cap- 
tains had eight shillings; the Lieutenants four 
shillings ; the Comets three shillings ; the Quarter- 
masters three shillings ; and only one shilling per 
day for each horse. The pay of the Serjeants was 
one shilling and sixpence ; of corporals and drum- 
mer8,on e shilling ; the trooper had to keep him- 
self and his horse on one shilling and sixpence per 
day. The Adjutant received five shillings ; the 
Surgeon six shillings ; the Chaplain six shillings 
and eightpence ; and the gunsmith was allowed 
eight shillings per diem for himself and a servant. 

The following shows the rates of pay of the 

INFANTRY. X a. d. 

Colonel, as Colonel, I2fl. ; as Captain, Sa. ^ 1 
Lieatenant-Colonel, as Lieotenant-Colonel, 

78. ; as Oaptoin, 8a. . . . 1^ 

Major, as ICajor, 6a. ; as Captain, 88. « 13 
Captain . • • * • • .080 
Lieutenant • • • • • .040 
Ensign • • • • • • .080 

Adjutant : 4 

Qoartermaster • • • • • .040 
Surgeon . • • • • • .040 
Surgeon's Mate 2 6 

The pay of the Chaplain, the Serjeants, cor- 
porals, and drummers, was the same as in the 
Dragoons, hut the privates had eightpence per 
day only. 

Very little deviation was made from the cum- 
brous style of costume introduced by Charles IL, 
but a slight improvement was effected in the arms 



and accoutrements. Out of compliment to three 
of the new Begiments a light fusil was substituted 
for the ponderous musket, and the swords were 
made longer and keener. The bandoleers went 
out and pouches came in, and a flint lock super- 
seded the old matchlock. 

Considering the vast antiquity of war, it is 
strange that the introduction of special weapons 
for human destruction, and the various improve- 
ments upon them, should have been so very 
gradual. We read in ** Exodus " of chariots and 
horsemen, of Captains and swords. We learn 
from " Numbers'' that youth went to war at 
twenty years of age, and we then first read of en« 
campments, their order, and the pitching of the 
standard. - Li the same book we find mention 
made of assemblies at the sound of' the trumpet, 
and of the division of spoil and booty. '* Deu- 
teronomy " tells of sieges, of floggings for dis- 
obedience of orders and infraction of discipline ; 
of the measures taken for enforcing cleanliness in 
camps ; of arrows, and fortifications. The Book 
of Joshua speaks of the Commissariat, whose 
business it was to "prepare victuals" for the 
soldiery. That great soldier taught his successors 
a lesson in strategy by the manner in which he 
took the city of Ai. We read also in the same 
interesting chronicle of pillage and slaughter. In 
" Judges " we find mention of " setting watches ;" 
and in " Samuel " use is first made of the word 
" Artillery," not as applicable to guns, for such 
things were of course unknown, but to armaments 
generally. Then we reiid of armour and armour- 
bearers, the javelin, the sling, and of garrisons. 
At this period the Armies were very numerous, 
consisting of 400,000 or 500,000 men ; in Joab's 
time of 800,000 "valiant Israelites, who drew 
the sword." And, at a later period, nearly 600 
years before the- Christian era, we are told in 
" Jeremiah " of the buckler and the shield, the 
spear and the helmet, and of the Lydians that 
" handle the bow." According to tradition and 
Csasar, the Ancient Britons were the first to use 
the battle-axe, and they appear to have improved 
upon the war chariot system by using two chariots 
at a time, one drawn by four swift horses and 
armed with scythes and grappling irons, and 
directed by a single man, whUe the other con- 
tained a few valiant combatants, who used bows 
and arrows against Infantry, but, dismounting, 
attacked the Cavalry with swords. The Normans 
appear to have been the first to introduce a long 
bow, and to invent machines for throwing stones 
of considerable weight. Horse armour likewise 
owes its origin to them. 

The oi-der and arrangements under which 
Armies assembled, and the peculiar form in which 
they made their attacks, varied with circumstances 
and nations. Each, however, borrowed from an 
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enemy what appeared to hare been efiPective 
against themselves in action. The idea of the 
wedge practised by the Grecian and Boman pha- 
langes was not unfamiliar 'to the Danes. The 
laws of the latter people peculiarly favoured cou- 
rage in battle. It was decreed that a Dane who 
wished to acquire a character for bravery should 
always attack two enemies, stand firm and receive 
the assault of three, retire one pace from four, 
and flee from no fewer than five. 

Naturally, the application of gunpowder to pur- 
poses of war wrought a very material change in 
the arms of the soldiery, and, in a great measure 
superseded individual prowess by skill. Whether 
invented by the Chinese, or, as alleged, by 
Schwartz, a Qermai), we know for certain that the 
explosive came into use in Europe early in the 
fourteenth century. The Italians employed it to 
project missiles through tubes which they called 
camm^cme (a hollow reed), and Edward III. adopted 
it at the battle of Gressy in big guns formed of 
longitudinal bars of iron fitted together and firmly 
braced by hoops covered with leather and fixed in 
beds or carriages of wood.* This was, as we have 
said, in the fourteenth century, yet Shakespeare, 
whose anachronisms are of frequent occurrence, 
makes King John, who reigned 150 years before 
the date of Creasy, say to Chatillon, the French 
Ambassador — 

** Be thoa as lifrbtning in the eyes of Fninoe, 
For ere then oans't report I will be there, 
The thunder of my cannon shall be heard," 

And King Philip, in the same play, says, speaking 
of Angiers — 

" Oor thunder from the south 

Shall rain their drift of ballets on the town.** 

Probably the noise of the early artillery was as 
effective as the projectiles which issued from its 
throat. Petruchio, an Italian, another of Shake- 
speare's characters, makes a peculiar merit of his 
indifference to a woman's tongue, " which gives no 

* The most familiar example of a gnn of this descn'p- 
tion is Uie famous Mons Me^, now«t Ekiinburgb. The 
legendary history of the gun is curious. It is said to have 
been made ,by a blacksmith called M'-EInn, out of bars of 
iron contributed by the people of Kirkcudbright during 
the siege, by James II. of Scotland in 1455, of Threave 
Castle, the last stronghold of the Douglas family. Its 
weight was 6A tona, and its calibre 19^ inches. The 
charge of powder was a peck, and in a short time the gar- 
rison surrendered. The name ** Meg " was derived from 
MoKinn's wife, whose voice was said to rival that of her 
namesake. Mons Meg was of a calibre far exceeding any 
known in our day ; but there- were others in excess of her 
proportions. The Kemerlicks of the Dardanelles reached 
the enormous calibreof twenty-eight inches. These ancient 
guns were, in fact, specially designed of this great 
capacity in order that they might carry rough masses of 
atone. Improvements in the quality of gunpowder and 
the introduction of cast-iron shot led to the discontinuance 
of these wrought-iron guns at the dose of the fifteenth 
century. 



greater blow to the ear than doth a chesnut in a 
farmers fire," because he has *' heard great ord- 
nance in the field, and heaven's artillery thunder 
in the skies." The idea of cannon once obtained, 
the English were not long in applying it to other 
implements of propulsion. Hand cannon came 
into use in 1471. They were small pieces of 
ordnance borne by two men. When Edward IV. 
landed at Raven spur he had 300 Flemings thus 
armed. The arquebus or hacquebus (from arcus 
huttis\ corrupted into hackInU, and sometimes 
called the petronel, came into fashion in the reign 
of Richard III. It was a straight matchlock, but 
as the aim from the chest was bad, the Germans 
g^ve a hooked form to the butt which admitted of 
its being placed against the shoulder. In 1483 
the Yeomen of the Guard were supplied by Henry 
VII. with the improved weapon, and to render 
the aim more steady and the fire more effectual, 
the hackbut was provided with a rest, with an 
iron ferrule, which allowed of its being driven 
into the ground, the other end being bifurcated 
for the reception of the stock of the piece. The 
weight of the hackbut rendered it impossible for 
the soldier to retain it in a horizontal position 
without this auxiliary. 

Pistols, another and more facile manual appli- 
cation of the eannone, were now introduced at 
PLstozia (whence the name), and soon became 
general. From that time, until 1534, many varie- 
ties of cannon, bombs, and mortars were tried. 
The inventive faculty in this branch of manufac- 
ture, stimulated by reward and Royal encourage- 
ment, was as active then as it has been since 
1852, but with less important results, the most 
formidable piece of onlnance then introduced 
being the culverin, or couLevrhie, which was 
5^ inches in the bore, and threw a shot of Idlbs. 
weight. 

It is on record that breech-loaders were exhi- 
bited in 1537, in the reign of Henry Vm., but 
they do not appear to have come into practice. 

We can trace no particular advance in the 
structure and composition of fire-arms during the 
succeeding reigns of Mary, Elizabeth, James, and 
Charles, but it is worthy of remark that an im- 
provement in our sword-blades arose out of the 
quarrel with Spain, whose " Toledos " were for- 
midable in close quarters ; and the friendly ex- 
ample of the ponderous Dutch attached us more 
and more to the heavy cannon, whose weight par- 
tially neutralised their utility. They were only 
fit for the ramparts of fortresses to overawe the 
citizens, or alarm them with the possibility of 
their bursting if thei*e should be any occasion for 
their being discharged. One of these remarkable 
guns was presented by the Hollanders to Queen 
Elizabeth in recognition of the support she had 
given them against the Spaniard^: It was affeo- 
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tionately called " the pocket pistol," and graced 
the batdements of Dover Castle. Its length was 
twenty-four feet, and it bore a singolar motto. 

To return from the digression regarding fire- 
aims to the chronological course of bur history. 

We have reached Uie year 1691. 

Matters had not proceeded satisfactorily for the 
Allies on the Continent in William's absence. Mar- 
shal Luxembourg was too much for Prince Wal- 
deck. King William's presence became of vital 
consequence. He was the very life and soul of 
the Confederacy. His warlike spirit, and the con- 
fidence which the soldiery had in him, no less 
than his professional skill, gave assurance that 
success would invariably ensue when he com- 
manded. Beleased from the necessity of attend- 
ing in person to Irish affairs, thtf King embarked 
for Holland in March, and made directly for the 
capital of the States General. Tempestuous wea- 
ther checked his progress, but no consideration of 
adverse winds coidd control his iron heart. Em- 
barking in an open boat with a few followers, he 
forced his way to the Hague, where an immense 
body of confederate Princes and chieftains had 
assembled to gsset his appearance. To gratify 
them and the inhabitants, rather than to please 
himself, for he had an aversion to state shows and 
parades, the King made a triumphal entry into 
the Hague. Everywhere he was hailed with accla- 
mation. Feasting and ceremonials would have 
engaged the attention of a people anxious to give 
a hospitable welcome to the mainstay of the 
Alliance, but William too well knew the value of 
time. He hastened to the camp. Marlborough 
had been doing his work right well, and main- 
tained the reputation of the English arms. Prince 
Vaudemont said of him to the King : " There is 
somethiog in the Earl of Marlborough that is in- 
expressible ; for the fire of Kirke,* the thought 
of Lanier,* the skill of Mackay,* and the bravery 
of Colchester,* seem united in his person ; and I 
have lost my knowledge of physiognomy if any 
subject you have can ever attain to such Military 
glory as this combination of sublime perfections 
must advance him to." 

A brief campaign in the Netherlands, resulting 
in nothing of importance to either side, and the 
presence of the King being needed in England, 
William returned to his seat of government, leav- 
ing Marlborough to represent him with the English 
Contingent. 

The conduct of Military operations in Ireland 
had been assigned to General Ginckel, who dis- 
played much skill and vigour in the execution of 
his task. Advancing to the shores of the Shan- 
non where the Jacobites — as James's followers 
were called — still maintained the cause of the ex- 



* All noted Generals of the period. 



King, Ginckel laid siege to Athlone. The town 
was defended by the French under General St 
Buth, and the Irish under their favourite, the 
gallant Sarsfield. St Buth established a iMe^Vr^ 
pant at the head of the bridge. Gindkel was 
unable to force the outwork ; it became necessary 
therefore to ford the river. St Buth did not 
believe that such an attempt wrnld be made in 
his presence ; but SarsfielJI, who appreciated 
bravery even in a foe, said, in a melancholy tow% 
" He does not know the fir.gl«'h." And Sarsfi.d4'4 
compliment was not undeserved. On the 81st of 
June, 1691, the English Grenadiers of the 6tk 
Footy forming a forlorn hope, dashed, into th« 
stream, and, locking their arms together, waded 
twenty abreast across a ford, and, in the face of a 
terrible fire of artillery and musketry, gained the 
opposite bank, and drove the Irish from the bridge- 
head. This cleared the way, and Athlone fell to 
Ginckel's arms. Immediately following upon the 
reduction of Athlone, a battle was fought at 
Aghrim, and here again the English troops 
covered themselves with honour, defeating the 
combined French and Irish Forces, in spite of the 
natural difficulties of the country, with the loss 
of 4,000 men, the English losing but 1,400 in 
killed and wounded. In the foUowing month of 
August, Gindkel captured Limerick after a stout 
resistance on the part of the garrison. Every 
honour was paid to the heroic defenders, and every 
indulgence granted them that generosity could 
dictate. On the capitulation of the garrison, the 
Irish were allowed the alternative of entering the 
Boyal Service, or of going to France. They 
adopted the latter course. Ten thousand were 
immediately transported thither, and were formed 
into the "Irish Brigade," which afterwards ac- 
quired so much renown in the French Service. 

On the 6th of March, 1692, King WiUiam 
again embarked for the Continent of Europe, and 
at once joined the Army of the Confederacy at 
Louvain. Affairs were growing serious. Mai'shal 
Luxembourg had defeated Prince Waldeck at 
Fleurus. and was now laying siege to Namur, which 
fortress he took. William endeavoured to relieve 
the town, as its possession was of the greatest 
moment to the Confederates, but he was unable to 
effect the desired object. The measures which he 
took, however, compelled the French to occupy a 
new position between Enghien and Steenkerke, 
where they were -attacked by a combined German, 
Dutch, and English Force, under the Prince of 
Wirtemberg and (General Mackay. The advance 
was made with admirable spirit and rapidity. 
Count Solmes, a Dutch Officer, commanded the 
Beserves. At the first assault, a French advance 
guard were made prisoners, and the main body 
were thrown into confusion. But even in their 
broken condition they fought valorously, and the 



I 



16 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



[1692. 



Englisli troops suffered severely. It was Solmes*8 
duty to support the first column of attack, but, 
hating the English, he remained idle, and was said 
to hare replied to the recommendation of those 
about him that he should move forward, " Let 
us see what sport these English bull-dogs will 
make us." The King, who' was on the field, 
enraged at Solmes's inactivity, exclaimed, ** Oh, 
my poor English ; how they are abandoned 1 " 
Solmes's wilful neglect enabled Luxembourg to 
rally his scattered Battalions, and resume the 
contest. Advancing in his turn, he attacked the 
V English on some broken ground, and in the midst 
of hedgerows and ditches. The King came up 
with a strong body of Infantry, including the 1st 
Boyal Begimenti the 2nd Queen's, the 4th Foot, 
and the 6th Foot. For three hours an unequal 
and desperate combat was maintained with the 
enemy. Muzzle to muzzle fought the English 
and French. lieutenant-Colonel Fox, one of the 
6th, feU mortally wounded. Brigadier-Qeneral 
Scoles was likewise slain. The Horse Grenadier 
Guards, to which Corps he belonged, dismounted 
and acted as Infantry in the meUe. fHtzhardinge's 
Dragoons did the same. They charged like 
Teterans. At a crisis in the action, Marshal 
Boufflers came up to the support of Luxembourg 
with fresh troops. William was obliged to give 
way. The retreat was effected in excellent order, 
ihe Grenadiers and Dragoons covering the rear.* 
The carnage was terrible. The Allies lost 5,000 
men, among whom were Generals Mackay and 
Lanier, Lieutenant-Colonel Hawley, and the dis- 
tinguished Sir Bol)ert Douglas. At the head of 
the Boyals, which he commanded, Douglas cleared 
a hedge of the French troops, and followed them 
up to a second and a third hedge. Beaching a 
fourth he overthrew a Battalion of the enemy. 
Here, however, one of the colours of the Begiment 

* It will be in the reoollection of the reader of Sterne's 
'Tristram Shandy' that Oorporal Trim was mnover in this 
retreat by a Dragoon. **Had Count Solmes obeyed 
orders," laid Yorick, drolling a little on the oorporal, 
•<he had saved thee." ** Saved!" cried Trim, inter- 
rupting Torick, and finishing the sentenoe for him after 
his own fashion, ** he had saved five Battalions, an' please 
your reverence, every aoul of them. There was Cntt's," 
continued the Corporal, clapping the forefinger of his 
right hand upon the thumb of his left, and counting 
round his hand, ** there was Cutt's, Maokay's, Angus's, 
Graham's, and Leven's, all cut to pieces; and bo had 
the English Life Guards, too, had it not been for acme 
Begiments on the right, who marched np boldly to 
their relief, and received the enemy's fire in their faces 
before any one of their platoons discharged a musket. 
They'll go to heaven for it^" added Trim. ** Trim is 
right," said my Uncle Toby. "What signified his mount-' 
ing bis horse,"^ continued the corporal, ** where the 
ground was so straight and the French had such a notion 
of hedges, and copses, and ditches, and felled trees laid 
this way and that to cover them. Count Solmes should 
have sent lit : we would have fired muazle to muzile with 
them for their lives." 



was captured ; whereupon Douglas sprang through 
a gap in the hedge, slew the French Officer who 
bore the ensign, and fiung it back to his men. At 
that moment the gallant Douglas was shot dead 
by a French Grenadier. 

The headlong intrepidity which the British 
Infantry displayed at Steenkerke raised them and 
their country essentially in the estimation of the 
warrior King, in spite of the laxity of discipline 
which still prevailed. That they accomplished so 
much is really a matter of surprise, seeing how 
little Military training any of the Begiments had 
had. Excepting those which served at Tangiers 
against the Moors, none had enjoyed any of the 
experience which satisfies soldiers that their safety 
and their success mainly depend upon their 
subordination and steadiness. Since 1685, when 
the greater portions of the Begiments were raised 
for the spurt with Monmouth, the soldiers had 
been disbanded and hastily re-collected, without 
the advantage of instruction under Officers who 
had seen service. Marlborough could not be 
everywhere, and the necessity for immediately 
taking the troops into the field, either in Ireland 
or the Netherlands, precluded the possibility of 
careful drill under any other Officers. The men 
were therefore little better than holiday soldiers, 
who had been selected to swell the pageants and 
protect the person of the monarch, or raw levies 
snatched from the plough to carry the matchlock. 
Add to these circumsUinces, the temptations to 
loose indulgence incidental to camp life away from 
home, and we are left to wonder at the feats 
achieved in the field. How admirably the eloquent 
Henry Ward Beecher has described the mischiefs 
and dangers to which men are exposed, in 
exchanging the peacefal occupations to which 
they have been accustomed in their own towns 
and villages for a Military life in time of war ! 
'* As Armies are formed, it must necessarily be 
the case that they shall come together in an ill- 
assorted and sociably unfit manner. The art of 
living with other people as they come up in life is 
no small art ; and surely if a man does not learn 
it in the Army, it is because he is not apt to 
learn. You can scarcely conceive of men brought 
together with less principle of assortment than in 
voluntary Begiments. Many are ruined in learn* 
ing this lesson, and many are ruined that need not 
have been, had some one taught them, warned 
them, and encouraged them to maintain their own 
individuality. Old and young are huddled to- 
gether, men of strong will and impressible dispo- 
sitions are brought in contact with each other, 
and you know which will receive the dirt. The 
hard and the soft are side by side ; among them are 
the proud man that receives no impressions from 
others, and the approbative man that stands on 
his own root by a dender stem, and noda and bobs 
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in the wind like a nub or daisy. It is a good 
soliool if it did not spoil so many for the sake of 
making a few. Bat so it is. The Army is so 
formed, that the first lesson and the first danger 
of those who go into it, is that of living with men 
who are entirely unlike themselves. There is a 
sndden change in all the habits of life. Men become 
their own cooks, their own sempstresses, their own 
washerwomen ; tables, linen^ caps and plates of 
crockery disappear. Men go down to camp life 
to hecome almost savage in the midst of domestic 
economies. No beds receive them, such as they 
have been accustomed to. No sudi relations of 
table and social intercourse as they have previously 
enjoyed, are enjoyed by them now. All influences 
calculated to promote the exterior and physical 
proprieties of life seem to be removed from them. 
These things are apt to beget great carelessness 
and rudeness, and even a positive barbarism, un- 
less they are resisted and counteracted. * • • 
The most important elements of social life are 
changed. The restraints, the affections, the 
softening influences of the household, are taken 
away from the soldier in the camp. No man can 
imagine the difference that this xnakes till he has 
seen it and felt it. Men that at home are not 
only moral and decorous, but who are without 
temptations or desire to be anything else, when 
they get away from home do things so utterly 
out of character that they seem not to be 
the same persons. * * * To this must be 
added the almost necessary rudeness of a woman- 
less state. If God were to take the sun and moon 
and stars out of the heavens, the chances for 
husbandry would be what ? — ^if God were to take 
women out of life, what would be the chances 
for refinement and civilisation ? Woman carries 
civilisation in her heart ; it springs from her. 
Her power and influence mark tiie civilisation of 
any country. A man that lives in a community 
where he has the privileges of woman's society, 
and is subject to woman's iufluence, is almost of 
necessity refined, more than he is aware of ; and 
when men are removed from the genial infiuence 
of womanhood, the very best degenerate or feel 
the deprivation. One of the mischiefs of camp 
life is, that women are removed from it. The men 
xaay not know what it is that lets them down to 
a lower state of rudeness, or what that subtle in- 
fluence was that kept them up to a higher state 
of refinement, but it is the absence of women in 
the one case, it was the presence of women in the 
other. Woman is a light which God has set 
before man to show him which way to go, and 
blessed is he that hath sense enough to follow 
it." 

This is so powerfully and truthfully said, that 
its infiuence as an excuse for camp irregularities 
might be weakened by the adduction of any other 



arguments. But we feel the importance of pro- 
viding a palliation d^avance for the many ~ un- 
happily too many — ^instances of recklessness and 
insubordination which the following pages will 
disclose. Qui a^exenue s* accuse, is a good maxim 
in the main. And if we did not know that the 
accusation must and will inevitably come, we 
should hold it bad policy to anticipate its arrival 
by a premature defence. But this is an excep- 
tional case, and it were to be wished that all who 
read of the excesses of a British Army in bygone 
times could carry along with them the apologies 
which are provided in die foregoing extracts from 
an admirable sermon, and the few passages we 
shall append. 

" To the caases of irregularity already advanced 
must be added the evOs which are liable to spring 
out of the interplay and alternations of idleness 
and excessive exertion in camp life. Men whose 
habits are regular are half saved to begin with. 
A man who has an order of business which brings 
something to be done every hour — which fills 
every hour with occupation, is a match for the 
devil. Satan finds plenty of mischief for idle 
hands to do, and very little for busy hands. But 
men whose calling is spasmodic, who use up their 
strength in limited forms, and then fall back upon 
indolence and self-indulgence, are peculiarly in 
danger. * • • • • Experience will show 
that while regular and successive industries which 
furnish employment for every hour conduce to 
morals, excessive labour for a few hours, followed 
by long intervals of indolence, is demoralising. 
No man can go through the experience of such 
labour and indolence, and come out sound and 
welL Now this is peculiarly the experience of 
the camp. The drill goes for nothing — ^that is 
mere play. But with camp life comes the long 
march to-day, and the lying still for three or four 
days ; the desperate confiict with all its excite- 
ment for a few hours, and the rest for the ensuing 
week : long periods of inactivity, interspersed with 
occasional intensifications of activity. These 
things shape the habits of the whole moral fabrio 
of men. The body ceases to perform its normal 
functions, the tendencies of life are different, and 
the whole character is changed under such cir« 
cumstances." • • * • 

Mr Beecher added some words on the subject of 
intemperance, but as nothing new was or can be 
advanced to prove its danger to truth, and 
morals, and discipline, and its utter folly when 
water can be obtained to slake the thirst, exhila- 
rate the spirits, and invigorate the system, they 
need not be quoted here. 
To resume the narrative. 
King William, as usual, returned to England 
when the season for Militaxy operations had ter- 
minated with the disastrous battle of Steenkerke, 



i8 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



[1693-94. 



In the following year (1693), however, lie again 
buckled on his armour, and was soon- at the head 
of the Confederate Aimy in the field. The same 
skilful General who had baffled the Allies in pre- 
Tious campaigns was still in command of the 
French Forces. Luxembourg, finding himself 
confronted by the heroic King of England, now 
manoeuvred to place William in such a position 
that he should be either obliged to abandon the 
towns of Brabant to the French, or fight with an 
inferior Force. With more valour than prudence 
William accepted the latter alternative, and a very 
severe battle at Neerwinden and Landen* was the 
result. The retreat of the combined Forces was 
the upshot of the contest. William conducted the 
retreat with a skill which elicited the homage of 
his adversaries. He fearlessly exposed his person, 
as he had done at the Bojme, and not only received 
several shots in his ample clothes while fighting at 
the head of Oalway's Squadrons, but ran great 
hazard of being made prisoner: Surrounded by 
French troops, he was on the point of being cap- 
tured, when Lieutenant the Honourable H. Oomp- 
ton, with a part of a troop, dashed at the enemy 
and rescued his Sovereign. For this exploit the 
Lieutenant was subsequently promoted to a 
Colonelcy. Nor were these the only Dragoons 
that showed themselves equal to a great emer- 
gency. The 1st or Queen Consort's Begi- 
ment of Dragoon Guards, and the 4th Boyal 
Irish Dragoons, then called the 5th or Lang- 
ston's Horse, enacted prodigies of valour. Colo- 
nel Langston himself lajdng about him fiercely 
with his broadsword, and stretching many a 
Frenchman on the sod. Equally redoubtable 
were the 6th Dragoon Gkiards, or Carabineers, at 
Landen. When the French Horse had broken 
the positions of the Allies, and were spreading 
carnage and disorder on every side, the Carabi- 
neers became ''daring competitors for glory." 
Drawing their swords, their hearts swelling at 
the prospect of combat, and their breasts heaving 
with anticipation, they firmly griped their glitter- 
ing weapons and dashed forwuxi to meet the 
enemy's sahreurB. The first Squadron was led by 
Colonel Wjrndham, the second by Colonel Wood. 
At the same moment the Duke of Ormond and 
Colonel Lumley advanced with their Squadrons 
with a similar object. In one mass they fell upon 
the enemy's Cavalry. The shock was terrific. 
Thr^ ranks of French horsemen were broken by 
the Carabineers — ^numbers fell pierced by the 
English sabres — ^but fresh combatants coming up, 

* This battle wfaiob, in oamage, almost equalled tbe 
great encoonters at Malplaqaet under Marlboroogb, and 
Waterloo under Wellington, has been Tariously called. 
The English gave it the name of the battle of Landen, be- 
oause a stream of that appellation ran dose to the left 
flank of the Army,. 



there was a fearful reooO, and boons of EngUak 
•addles were speedily emptied. The retreat 
became inevitable. The remnants of the Cavalry 
covered this movement, which was rendered tiM 
more difficult and dangerous by the energy with 
which the French Legions fell upon the retiring 
Force. Thrice did &e intrepid Wood face about 
his Squadron to punish the temerity of the pur* 
suing horsemen, but he was forced back by the 
fugitives of his own Army. The King was so 
well pleased with the Carabineers and their 
leader, that he promoted Wood to the Colonelcy 
of the 3rd Dragoon Guards. The' loss of the 
Allied troops in the desperate combat at Landen 
was 9,000 in killed and wounded. The French 
appear to have sufiFered to nearly the same extent. 
Count Solmes, the Dutchman, received a mortal 
wound in his foot ; and Sarsfield, who was with 
the Lish Brigade in the aotion* fell by a muaket 
shot. 

Thus terminated the campaign of 1693. 

We have dwelt more minutely upon the actions 
of English soldiers in combats which are of little 
account compared with the mighty battles of later 
times, than the occasion would seem to warrant ; 
but there is a pleasure in dwelling on what the 
Army accomplished in its infancy, as it fore- 
shadowed the greatness which its lusty youth and 
manhood were capable of achieving. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Siege of Namnr— Lord Ontts—Treaty of Rjmwiek — 
Dismissal of the Dntch Guards of WiUiam UL— War 
with France and Spain — ^Death of the King— Queen 
Anne Appoints Marlborongh Captain'Oeneral'— Prince 
Eugene— The Balance of Power— The Battles of Blen> 
heim, Ramilies, Ondenarde and Malplaquet — Cadogan — 
The Siege of Toumay— Marlborough's Military Skill 
and Charaoter as a General — Alteration in Anna and 
Colours— New Regiments. 

A long and toilsome campaign distinguished 
the year 1694. Skirmishing and manceuvring 
constituted the operations of both Armies. The 
time of the Allies was passed in an attempt to 
carry the war into France ; but the French leader 
frustrated their endeavours. 

Intent upon the recapture of Namur — ^the 
value of which fortress could not be over-esti- 
mated — the King departed for the Netherlands 
early in the ensuing year, and immediately begaa 
to organise a vigorous siege of the town. Ha 
divided his Forces into two parts, assigning to one 
the duty of watching and holding in check Mar- 
shal Villeroy, who had succeeded to the command 
of the French Forces in the field on the death of 
the brave and skilful Luxembourg, and oom-* 
mitting to the other the investment of Namur. 
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The former Division was composed of someDaicli 
troops, and the following English Begiments, 
viz. :— The 1st, 5th, .6th, and 7th Dragoon 
Goards ; the 1st, 2nd, and 4th Dragoons ; the 
4th and 7th Ijight Dragoons (now Hossars) ; the 
5th, 15th, 18th, and 19th Begiments of Foot, 
the whole commanded hy Prince Vaademont. The 
Division entnisted with the attack upon Namor 
was nnder the command of the King' in person, 
and comprised the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 1 6th, 
and 17th Begiments of Infantry. On the 81st 
May, 1695, the King reviewed this magniHcent 
Force, and immediately commenced the siege 
operations, which had become the more difficult 
because, in the interval of the capture of the town 
and castle by the French, the works originally 
constructed by the accomplished Cohom had been 
materially improved and strengthened by Marshal 
Vauban, the ablest engineer of the age. Namur 
was accounted impregnable. The siege was con- 
ducted Beew^dumaTt&m; lines of drcumvallation 
were established, parallels, approaches, sapping 
und mining, followed with all the attendant 
attacks on the trenches and the customary number 
Qf casualties. The defence was admirably 
inanaged. 

At length the counterscarp was blown in, and 
an assault by the Grenadiers followed as a matter 
of course. Hand grenades were freely used as 
precursors of the storm. The French made a 
desperate resistance, headed by Marshal Boufflers, 
imd many English Officers fell victims to their 
heroism in leading their men to the attack. Oap- 
tain Garter, of the 4th Foot, Lieutenant W. Hamil- 
ton, of the Ist Boyals, Captain Young, of the 
6th, Lieutenant Dancey, of the 7th, and Ensign 
Gardiner, of the, 16th, were all slain in the assault 
on the breach of the counterscarp ; Oaptain Hart, 
of the 3rd Buffs, was killed in the trenches, and 
Colonel Oourthorpe, Captain Coote, and Lieu- 
tenant Evans, of the same Corps, fell while storm- 
ing the breach of the Terra Nova. The 4th 
liighti Dragoons having been despatched to escort 
the bread waggons to the camp from Bruges were 
intercepted by a body of French Horse, through 
whom they cut their way. Lieutenant Webb was 
killed in the encounter, and Brigadier-General 
Wynn subsequently died of the wounds he had 
received. The epMeimie having been captured, the 
enemy retreated to the castle and held it for 
many days. When . Boufflers threw himself into 
the town he was accompanied by so large an 
accession of Cavalry, Artillery, and Sappers, that 
at the commencement of the siege the garrison 
was 16,000 strong. On the 2nd of August, 
Kvmur surrendered, and the garrison was allowed 
to march out with all the honours of war. The 
King was extremely pleased with the conduct of 
the troops. ''The bravery of our Infantry," 



said a communication to the ' London Gaaette,' 
'' was very remarkable. They forced the enemy 
from several posts where they were very well 
lodged." Some of the principal Officers were 
also serviceable to His Majesty throughout the 
siege, and none more so than Lord Gutts, This 
Officer who, as Colonel Cutts, had made his mark 
in Ireland, earned his Baronetcy entirely by his 
valour and ability. He was subsequently advanced 
to other honours, and received the distinguished 
compliment of being '' married to immortal verse.'* 
In those days the muses presided over Grub 
street, and many a pen was employed to extol the 
merits of good soldiers, ex, gr, — 

«*The warlike Cutts the welcome tidings bringl^ 
The true, brave aervant, of the best ol Kings ; 
Cutts whose known worth no herald need proclaim, 
Hia wonnda and hia own worth can speak hia lame.*' 

One Mackey, a prose writer, writing of Lord 
Cutts in 1703, declares that " few considerable 
actions happened in the wars in which he was not, 
and hath been wounded in all the as^ons where 
he served : he is esteemed to be a migfiCy vigilant 
Officer, and for putting the Military orders in 
execution. He is pretty tall, well shaped, lusty, 
and an agreeable companion." 

The fall of Namur cauiBed the greatest satis- 
faction in England, and mudi augmented the 
attachment of the people to their Protestant 
Sovereign. Its political results were of great sig- 
nificance, for, in the following year (1697), a 
treaty of peace between France and the Con- 
federates was signed at Byswick, and the event 
has further received a lasting record in the 
amusing pages of Laurence Sterne.' The reader 
will remember that Captain Shandy was wounded 
in the groin at the siege of Namur. 

To counteract th e ad vantages gained by the 
Confederates, Louis XIV. had, in 1696, devised 
certain plans for rendering England the scene of 
another civil war. Disguised for the purpose, the 
Duke of Berwick and other Officers in the French 
Service went over to England to organise a revolt 
in the interest of the exiled James, and a French 
Army marched to the coast to be ready to assist 
the consummation of the project. The plot waa 
discovered in good time and abandoned. William 
had prepared to crush it if it had reached dan- 
gerous proportions, but all apprehensions from so 
feeble a conspiracy being dissipated, the English 
troops returned home. 

In the treaty of Byswick the King of England 
saw that his efforts on behalf of the civil and 
religious liberties of Europe had been crowned 
with success, and he now directed his attention to 
the affairs of his kingdom. To the Earl of Marl- 
borough, who had endured imprisonment and dis- 
grace for his supposed complicity in certain 
treasonous schemes, William became reconciled, 
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and appointed him io the governoisliip of his 
nephew, the Duke of Glouoester, saying, " Teach 
him but to know what you are, and my nephew 
cannot want accomplishment." 

Peace having been, as the people snpposecl, 
firmly established, the Honse of Oommpns delibe- 
rated on the measures of economy whidi appeared 
necessary to repair the finances of the kingdom, 
and, as became too common in after-years, it first 
directed its parsimonious attention to the cost of 
the Army. The Dutch Guards of King William 
had always been an eyesore and a subject of 
jealousy, and their dismissal to their homes was 
now freely discussed and insisted on. The King 
was indignant and wrathful, seeing that those 
troops had rendered much service to the nation, 
and he even meditated abdicating the throne. 
The advice of able counsellors, however, ulti- 
mately prevailed, and when the Bill decreeing 
their dissolution had passed. His Majesty went 
down to the House of Peers, and gave his assent 
to the Parliamentary decree in the following 
words: 

'' Though in our present circumstances there 
appears great hazard in breaking such a number 
of the tr ops, and though I might think myself 
unkindly used that those Ghiards who came over 
with me to your assistance, and have constantly 
attended me in all the actions wherein I have 
been engaged, should be removed from me, yet it 
is my fixed opinion that nothing can be so fatal to 
us as that any distrust or jealousy should arise 
between me and my people, which, I must own, 
would have been very unexpected after what I 
have undertaken, ventured, and acted, for the 
restoring and securing of their liberties. I have 
thus plainly told you the only reason which has 
induced me to pass this BiU ; and now I think 
myself obliged, in discharge of the trust reposed 
in me, and for my own justification, that no ill 
consequences may lie at my door, to tell you, as 
plainly, my judgment that the nation is left too 
much exposed. It is, therefore, incumbent on 
you to take the matter into your serious consider- 
ation, and e£fectually to provide such a strength 
as Ib necessary for the safety of the kingdom, and 
the preservation of the peace which God hath 
given us." 

The Dutch troops were disbanded, but it does 
not appear that any addition was made to the 
English Army at that time. 

Louis the Fourteenth's restless spirit of aggres- 
sion did not permit to Europe a long continuance 
of the blessings of peace. On the death of the 
King of Spain, in 1700, Louis placed his grand- 
son, Philip, Duke of Anjou, on the Spanish throne, 
to the exclusion of Charles m., and when James, 
the ex-King of England, expired, in 1701, Louis 
proclaimed his son by the title of James III. 



It was evident, soon after the treaty of Byswick, 
that without a strong combination the liberties of 
Europe would be crushed by the active ambition 
of the French monarch. William had consequently 
gone over to the Hague, in 1699, accompanied by 
Marlborough, to take measures for concerting an 
alliance, offensive and d'^fensive, with the other 
powers of Europe. After a world of troublesome 
negotiation with the diplotoatists of Germany, 
Denmark, Sweden, Prussia, Bussia, and the 
States-General of Holland, Lord Marlborough 
contrived, by his admirable coolness and Se- 
cretion, to attain the object in view, and 'Hhe 
Grand Alliance," as it was afterwards rolled, was 
duly formed. England agreed to furnish a Con- 
tingent of 40,000 men to carry out the purposes 
of the alliance. 

The first hostile step of the French King, after 
putting aside the claim of the Archduke Qiarles 
of Austria (Charles HL), and proclaiming Ids own 
grandson King of Spain, was to send troops to 
take possession of the Spanish Netherlands, and 
to detain the 15,000 Dutch troops who consti- 
tuted the garrisons of the frontier towns. To 
assist the Dutch in holding their ground thirteen 
Battalions of English Infantry were despatched to 
Holland ; but not until the French monarch had 
given further cause of provocation in asserting 
the claims of ''James HL" to the throne of 
England, did the people at large take an active 
interest in the quarreL 

In 1702, the soldier-Eing, William, died, and 
was succeeded by his daughter Anne. For a time 
all hostile operations were, by this calamitous 
event, superseded. The Queen, however, was 
advised to persevere in the plans that had been 
matured for "letting loose the dogs of war*' 
upon the troublesome French monarch. 

So vast an extent of country was embraced by 
the scheme of operations now laid down, that 
it was necessary to send several Begiments of 
Cavalry and Infantry with the Archduke to Por- 
tugal The Queen, appreciating the Military 
abilities of Lord Marlborough, conferred upon him 
the appointment of " Captain-General," and sent 
him to command the combined Forces in the 
Netherlands.* Thus, from the eastern shores of 
the Atlantic to the German Ocean, the fiame of 
war was kindled. Nor was this the only locality 
of meditated conflict. The plans of the French 
King comprehending attacks on the commerce of 
Ids rivals, the Queen's Government sent seven 



* He had previously been appointed General of Um 
Foot, Commander-in-Cbief of the English Foroee in Hoi* 
land, and Ambassador and Minister Plenipotentiary at 
the Hagne. On his death-bed the King commended 
Marlborough to the Prinoeea Anne as the properMiS 
person in all her dominions to oondoet her Armies or 
preside at her oonncils. 
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Begiments of Infantry to the West Indies to make 
' war on the possessions of France and Spain in the 
Caribbean Islands. New Begiments were neces- 
aarilj raised to meet the exigencies which had 
arisen, and before Marlborough had completed the 
task assigned him there were forty Begiments of 
Infantry, and fifteen of Cavalry, besides the 
Guards^ on the British establishment. 

It would exceed the plan and scope of this 
Mstory to enter minutely into a detail of all the 
Military operations which distinguished the career 
of Marlborough, and shed Inrtre upon the reign 
of " the good Queen Ann^" It will suffice to 
refer to the leading incidents which were more or 
less connected with the glory and pro((ress of the 
British Army. Beginning with the capture of 
several small forts, and a signal victory over the 
French at Schellenboui^, Marlborough earned for 
himself a Dukedom, and the approbation of his 
Queen and country. But these were merely the 
heralds of still mightier achievements. In 1703 
the Dake took Bonn, Huy, and Berg from the 
enemy, and, meeting the Archduke Charles (the 
King of Spain ds jtire), who touchingly repre- 
sented to him the wreck of his hopes by the 
defection of the Elector of Bavaria, Marlborough 
proceeded to England, to demonstrate the import- 
ance of assisting the Archduke to obtain the 
throne to which he was entitled. Marlborough 
was not long absent. On his return, armed with 
as much authority as he oould exercise, with 
Dutch Commissioners to hamper his movements, 
he found the States impressed with the necessity 
of canying the greater part of the Army into 
Germany. That Army was now in so efficient a 
condition that, after a review held in the presence 
of Prince Eugene,* w^o was associated with him 
in his great undertaking, the Prince remarked 
that he had never seen better horses, better 
clothes, or finer accoutrements ; '' yet," he added, 
" all these may be had for money ; but there is a 
spirit in the looks of your men which surpasses 
all these, and cannot be purchased." 

Barely has a war been undertaken with a more 
politic and righteous purpose than that which 
commenced in 1704. It was not entered upon so 
entirely in sympathy with the Emperor or King 
Charles as to preserve the " balance of power " 
in Europe. " The necessity of war," writes Lord 
John (afterwards Earl) Bussell, " is occasioned by 
the want of a supreme judge who may decide upon 

* Prinee Fran^oiB Eugene of Savoy was of French 
descent. Bib mother having been banished to the Nether* 
lands hj the King's order, he vowed eternal enmity to 
France, and went to reside at Vienna, where he attracted 
the attention of the Emperor, and received a commission 
in the Austrian Army. When England took ap arms to 
assert the cUims of the Emperor, Prince Engene was made 
President of the Coimcil of War, and sent to oo-operate 
with Mariborongh. 



the disputes of individuals. This is a defect which 
can never be completely supplied, for, dream as we 
may of a perpetual peace, it is impossible to erect 
any Court, with power of enforcing its decrees, 
against a party who chooses to have recourse to 
arms. The very same spirit of encroachment 
which would lead a King to incur the censures of 
such a tribunal would excite him to despise its 
mandates, and the very power which made it 
necessary to repress his ambition of universal 
monarchy, would enable him to set its judgment 
at defiance. In the failure of any perfect remedy, 
however, for the disorder of war, a corrector of 
its evils has been found in the system called the 
Balanob of Poweb. Europe being divided into 
many separate States, it has been the established 
policy of all, that when any one, by its aggrandize- 
ment, threatened the general safety, the rest 
should unite to defend their independence. Thus 
Louis XIV. was checked by England, Holland, 
and the Empire."— ('Affairs of Europe from 
the Peace of Utrecht to 1723.') 

To purge the Netherlands of the French, 
Spanish, and Bavarian troops, and regain posses- 
sion of all the fortresses, was the first aim of 
Marlborough and Prince Eugene. The year 1704 
tried the mettle of the allied troops in this 
attempt. The great battle of Blenheim was 
fought and won. The story of the remarkable 
encounter is best told in Marlborough's own lan- 
guage. He writes to the Queen : 

"It was one of the clock before the batUe 
began. It lasted with great vigour till sunset, 
when the enemy were obliged to retire, and, by 
the blessing of God, we obtained a complete 
victory. We have cut off great numbers of them, 
as well in the action as in the retreat, besides 
upwards of thirty Squadrons of the French which 
I pushed into the Danube, where we saw the 
greatest part of them perish. Monsieur de TaUard, 
with several of his General Officers, being taken 
prisoners at the same time ; and in the village of 
Blenheim, which the enemy had entrenched and 
fortified, and where they made the greatest oppo- 
sition, I obliged twenty-six entire Battalions and 
twelve Squadrons of Dragoons to surrender them- 
selves prisoners at discretion. We took likewise 
all their tents standing, with their cannon and 
ammunition, as also a great number of standards, 
kettle-drums, and colours in the action, so that I 
reckon the -greater part of Mens, de Tallard's 
Army is taken or destroyed. The bravexy of all 
our troops on this occasion cannot be expressed, 
the Generals, as well as the Officers and soldiers, 
behaving themselves with the greatest courage 
and resolution. The Horse and Dragoons were 
obliged to charge four or five several times." 
** It was a glorious viotory I " 

A great many of the prisoners taken were men 
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of superior rank Besides Monsienr de Tallard, 
there were thirteen Generals and mare<ihaux de 
camps, ten Oolonels, and several others, nearly all 
of whom bore the title of Marquis. But the 
** price paid for them/' as the Duke of Marl- 
borough expressed it, was very heavy. The 
British loss included among the killed five 
Oolonels, three Majors, eleven Captains, and a 
great many Subalterns. Some of the Officers be- 
longed to the first families in the kingdom. When 
TaUard was in Marlborough's carriage, he told 
the Duke that he had ** beaten the best troops in 
the world." The Duke replied, " Your Lordship, 
I presume, excepts those who had the honour to 
beat them ? " 

The victory at Blbnhbim brought fresh honours 
and rewards to Marlborough, and filled the people 
of England with joy. But it was yet to be sur- 
passed by a still more remarkable fight The 
battle of Bamilies, fought on the 23i^ of May, 
1706, was the first in which an English Foi*ce 
triumphed over a French Army numerically its 
superior. The struggle was tremendous and en- 
during. The Duke of Marlborough was on horse- 
back for nearly twenty-four hours ; and when all 
was over he was unable to do more than write a 
few brief lines to his Sovereign and the heads of 
the other powers interested in the success of his 
arms, leaving the messengers, whom he despatched 
with the intelligence, to supply the details. But, 
from all that subsequently transpired, the contest 
at Bamilies, or Banuly, as it was familiarly called 
in England, abounded with illustrations of the 
pluck of the British soldier, and the amazing 
skill of the illustrious leader. The Oavalry was 
essentially serviceable. The battle had lasted 
three hours with doubtful results, when the Duke 
of Marlborough seized a critical moment for 
striking a blow, and, bringing forward his crack 
Begiments of Dragoons, launched them against 
the enemy. Five Begiments charged simulta- 
neously, falling like a human avalanche upon the 
opposing ranks. The foe gave way. The Spanish 
and Bavarian Horse Quards, headed by the 
Elector and Marshal Villeroy, covered the retreat 
of the Artillery. Flushed with the success of 
their first attack, the 3rd Dragoon Guards, the 
7th Horse, and the 5th Dragoon Guards, pursued 
and overtook them. The ''foaming Squadrons " 
of Gadogan's Begiment were conspicuous in the 
slashing encounter which tenninated in the com- 
plete defeat of the enemy as night closed in. 
Officers, soldiers, standards, colours, cannon, were 
all captured by the daring assailants. Never was 
victory more decisive. 

It was in this extraordinary fight that the 
British became acquainted with the ingenious 
method adopted by the French of using the 
bayonet without interfering with the fixe of their 



muskets. To the astonishment of the 25th 
(Boyal Borderers), one of the opposing Begiments* 
after delivering its fire, charged without halting, 
in the first instance, to screw the bayonet into the 
muzzle, as until then had been the practice of all 
the Armies of Europe. The capture of the 
French firelocks introduced the English armourers 
to a knowledge of the effective mode favoured by 
•the enemy, and which has since become universal ; 
an improvement, however, having been made in 
the application of the spring, which keeps the 
bayonet in its place. 

The delight of the English, when the news of 
the victory at Bamilies reached London, was 
enthusiastic. 

Odes and complimentary verses were then the 
forms which poetic fervour took t^ express its ad- 
miration of the heroism of the General and his 
daring followers. Prior, the Poet Laureate, was 
uiged by more than one poetaster to attune his 
lyre to martial melody. Asked one of the versi- 
fications : ' 

** Shall Marlborongh still new Tiotories obtain. 

And shall the mose be wanting to his praise? 

Exert, O Prior ! thy melodioas Toioe. 
• * • * * 

William, indeed, is to the gods removed. 
But does not Marlboro* well his place supply ? 
In war's mysterions art as deeply skilled \ 
Bold to perform, and cantioas to advise, 
In whom we find Achilles* warlike heat^ 
With Nestor's wisdom fortunately join'd." 

Prior, who had been gentleman of the bed- 
chamber to King William, did write an ode in 
celebration of the battle, which Dr Johnson re- 
marked, in after years, was the only one that 
lived in the memory of the nation. It certainly 
better deserved that honour than the volumes of 
trash of which the foregoing is a specimen. 

The Duke of Marlborough and his. colleagues 
followed up their success by capturing more fort- 
resses ; but as it was the fashion in those times 
for Armies to retire into snug quarters during 
the winter, the progress of their arms was neces- 
sarily slow. A suspension of hostile operations 
gave the opposite party time and opportunity to 
repair damages and arrange for a renewal of the con- 
test. Two more years elapsed before the antagonistic 
forces again came into violentcollision. The French 
were advancing to lay siege to Audenarde,or Oude- 
narde, in 1708. To prevent this measure, Marl- 
borough gave them battle. It was chiefly an 
Infantry fight, as the ground was too much inter- 
sected with hedges and rivulets, and too marshy 
in its character, for Cavalry operations. Never- 
theless, Cadogan's Horse rendered good servioe, 
and found honourable mention in an eulogistic 
poem of the time. Oadogan was a gallant Irish- 
man, but plain language hardly suited the muse 
who was invoked to do homage to his courage. 
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We are told in a poem, *' occasioned by tHe 
gloriouB Yietory/* that — 

** Sinoe moist Ittrne f uriooa Strongbow won, 
And oat in pieces his inglorious son. 
Never that isle a better Captain bore. 
Who lov'd his honour and his country more.** 

Not the least interesting incident in the battle 
of Oudenarde was the presence and conspioaoos 
bravery of the Electorate ' Prince of Hanover, 
afterwards King George IL He attended the field 
as a volunteer, and had a horse killed under him, 
when charging at the head of the Hanoverian 
Dragoons. He, too, came in for a poetical tribute 
in a curious, copy of verses called " Jack French- 
man's Lamentation " for the defeat of his coun- 
trymen. The conduct of the Hanoverian Prince, 
while it bore out the high opinion always enter- 
tained of the courage of the House of Brunswick, 
contrasted powerfully with that of the " Popish 
Pretender " and the two grandsons of Louis XIV., 
who fled from the field of Oudenarde. 

The battle of Malplaquet on the 11th of Sep- 
tember, 1709, was Marlborough's crowning victory. 
The enemy had the advantage in position, for to 
the natural defences presented by the physical 
conformation of the country, were superadded all 
the contrivances in the shape of obstacles which 
Military art could devise. The Cavalry could 
scarcely act in the midst of treble entrenchments, 
abattis, palisades, and other defences. Tet the 
victory was fairly won after a vast amount of 
slaughter on both sides. Not a little of the suc- 
cess was due t6 the heroic example of the Duke 
of ArgylL That excellent soldier, who commanded 
the 3id Buffs (formerly the "Holland Regiment," 
and familiarly called ''The Buffs," from the 
<5olour of their waistcoats, breeches, and stockings), 
was alwajTS remarkable for his personal bravery. 
He had been present at all the previous great 
battles, winning the honour of which he was very 
covetous, but at Malplaquet he was even more 
distinguished than hitherto. Bullets passed 
through the ample curls of his * wig — then a 
fashion with young as well as old — and his vast 
coat-tails were perforated with balls. He seemed 
indeed to bear a charmed life, and to show his 
men, as he urged them forward, that he was not 
indebted -for his safety to any concealed armour, 
he opened his waistcoat and exhibits his naked 
breast. 

From that time onwards, Marlborough was en- 
gaged in recapturing all the strongholds oji the 
Frencli frontier. Lisle had fallen in 1708, 
Tour nay and Bouchains were wrested from Louis 
XIV. by a combination of skill and bravexy. The 
loss of Lisle affected the King deeply. The siege 
of Tournay was likewise a bitter mortification, for 
it had been defended after a manner somewhat 
Jiovel in that age. The subterranean works 



established for the purpose of undermining the 
approaches were more numerous than those above 
ground. These approaches were carried on by 
sinking pits several fathoms deep, and working 
from &em underground, until the sappers arrived 
at the casemates and mines. The soldiers en- 
gaged on such services frequently encountered 
parties of the enemy, and numerous combats took 
place in the gloomy labyrinths. On some occa- 
sions the men at work underground were inun- 
dated with water; and others suffocated with 
smoke, or buried by the explosion of mines. 

The Peace of Utrecht put an end, in 1713, to all 
further hostilities, and to the active Military career 
of the great Duke of Marlborough. He had now 
been face to face with the Frendh and their Allies 
for ten years — a period greatly in excess of that 
which would have been consumed in the war had he 
been left to the exercise of a free and unfettered 
judgment. The wonder is, that he achieved so 
much in defiance of the many obstacles and vexa- 
tions with which he was surrounded. The Dutch 
deputies in his camp frequently interposed to pre- 
vent his marching, lest the march should bring 
on a fight ; and when he saw his opportunity for 
giving battle his purpose was frustrated by the 
same mischievous vm^^erlum, in vm/perio, for fear it 
should eventuate in a defeat. If Marlborough 
protracted a campaign when he saw good reason 
to pause, .the English Ministry and the foreign 
troops grumbled. Even his colleague, Prince 
Eagene, was an occasional stumbling-block. The 
Prince hindered the Duke from invading France 
when he wished to push forward ; and Marl- 
borough actually had to apologise to his employers 
for actively pursuing a beaten enemy. — "Tet, 
giant-like, he hurled Europe against France ; 
pierced right through her least vulnerable fron- 
tier ; smote her with repeated strokes ; and never 
ceased to ' lay on load,' till her last work was 
beaten down, and she lay prostrate and powerless 
at his feet." 

If mutual confidence is a guarantee of success 
in great enterprises wher« several parties are co- 
operative, we have a partial solution of the 
triumphs which attended the Duke of Marl- 
borough's operations in the good understanding 
subsisting between his troops and himself. Led 
by such a warrior the Officers and men believed 
themselves invincible ; and the Duke was heard 
more than once to say, that with 10,000 well-fed 
J^nglishmen, 10,000 half-starved Scotchmen, and 
the same number of Irishmen charged with 
usquebaugh, he would march from Boulogne to 
Bayonne, in spite of Le Qrand Monanjue. He 
preferred the English to any other troops. When, 
in 1704, a Mr Wich proposed to buy horses at 
Hamburgh to remount the Oavalry, Marlborough 
wrote to Harley, the Secretary of State, to dis- 
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countenance tlie proposal : he did not think it to 
the advantage of the Qaeen's Service. He was 
** always of opinion that English horses, <u weU 
08 Englishmen, were better than could be had any* 
where else** 11 his discipline was severe, he was 
at the same time jast towards his soldiers, and 
would not allow the highest punishment a Oourt- 
Hartial could award to be carried into execution 
until he had read the proceedings of the Oourt. 
On the principle that " war should support war/' 
he levied heavy contributions on the inhabitants 
of an enemy's country, and connived at plunder 
and other excesses which contributed to the physi- 
cal gratification of the men. On the other hand, 
he moved rapidly through the country, partly to 
relieve the inhabitants of the pressure of a foreign 
Bfilitary Force ; but chiefly, that he might antid- 
pate his enemy, or fall upon him unexpectedly. 
Bapidity of movement is a cardinal rule of war- 
fare : were it not that it is for the destruction of 
men, it is undoubtedly the golden rule of warfare. 
It sustains itself from that dim epoch when men 
fought perhaps only with clubs, with arrows, &c., 
down to this day when the most fearful arms of 
destruction are in use. The rule has its roots in 
reason and logic, and that is why it is absolute. 
To it every great Captain owes his fame, his 
victory, and conquest. Justness of eye; quick- 
ness in appreciating the exigencies on a given 
field of battle ; rapidity to profit by the eventual 
faults of the enemy ; insight into his aims ; and, 
finally, the inspiration of the moment — this high- 
est gift and attribute of a Military genius — ^all 
form the corollaries to the great golden rule. 
Always all-deciding, all-powerful, it remained the 
same with various tactics. It was decisive for the 
Macedonian phalanx — for the Roman legions ; and 
it was decisive for Marlborough's Regiments, Bri- 
gades, and Divisions. 

Complimentary as Marlborough justly was to 
the English troops, who won for him so many of 
his victories, there is no doubt they were a very 
rough body of men. They were recruited from 
the very dregs of society. Drunkards, robbers, 
profane swearers ('* they swore horribly in Flan- 
ders "), scarcely a dozen would have been enlisted 
{f a certificate of moral conduct had been one of 
the conditions of their enlistment. Farquhar*s 
Serjeant Kite in the ' Recruiting Officer ' was a 
tjrpe of the ru£9anly character of the soldiery. 
** I was bom a gipsy, and bred aiqong that crew 
till I was ten years of age ; then I learned cant«> 
ing and lying ; I was bought froqi my mother 
Cleopatra by a certain nobleman for three pi»> 
toles, who, liking n^y beauty, made me his page : 
there I learnt impudence and pimpiugr I was 
turned off for wearing my lord's linen, and drink- 
ing my lady's ratafia, and then became bailififs 
foUower ; there I learned boUying aod swearing. 



I at last got into the Army, and there I learnt 
wenching and drinking ; so that if your worship 
pleases to cast up the old sum, viz.,^-canting, 
lying, impudence, buUjring, swearing, drinking, 
and a halberd, you will find the sum total amount- 
ing to a recruiting Serjeant." 

The license which was incidental to marches 
through an enemy's country, and the plunder 
permitted by Marlborough, were exactly suited to 
men of this calibfe, and would have had a further 
demoralising tendency but for the exaotions of 
discipline and the wholesome infiuence of Divine 
Service. The Chaplains of Regiments were active 
in their vocation, and Marlborough never went 
into action until prayers had been offered up to 
the Qod of Battles for tbe success of each enter- 
prise. Moreover, the men were kept constantly 
employed in the camp even when no engagement 
or siege was toward. But they were not harassed 
beyond their strength, and abundance of repose 
was insisted upon by the Captain-General as indis- 
pensable to their efficiency. He cared not how 
early the men were roused for a march provided 
they had had three hours at least of sound sleep 
before midnight. There is nothing which so un- 
fits soldiers and other men for their daily labour 
as a deprivation of some hours of sleep. In one 
of the many excellent works produced of late years 
by Military men we find the following sensible 
and amusing observations on night marches. 
** The night march rendered steady and watchful 
riding no easy task " (it is a Cavalry soldier who 
writes), " if you got no rest at night there was little 
chance of getting any by day ; and notwithstand- 
ing all your efforts to shake off the drowsy god, 
even to pinching the tender part under the arm, 
he would at times rule triumphant, and swerving 
and rolling from side to side necessarily followed. 
Some rather ludicrous soenes took place during 
these night marches. On common and ordinary 
occasions it requires no slight effort to shake off 
unwelcome drowsiness ; but here a consciousness 
that you were committing a positive wrong in 
yielding to the sleepy influence made the struggles 
and convulsive starts to ward off the enemy not 
only a painful but difficult task, and that you 
were grappling with and keeping up a running 
fight against the unmitigated attacks of your 
inexorable antagonist. Well, after useless efforts, 
he finds you hard and fast in the land of Nod. 
The digits of the sinister fin cease their important 
functions, and drop powerless upon the holsters^ 
the reins become slackened, all restraint is 
removed from the animal's mouth, and he is 
abandoned to his own guidance." Naturally the 
horses took a course not always in accordance 
with the wishes of the rider ; and as these occur- 
rences applied not to one individual only but to 
many, the troopers got intermingled, and some- 
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times tbe very Begiments were blended— '' the 
head of one mixed ap with the tail of another." 
This did not happen in Marlborough's time. It 
was one of his rules to be invariably the attacking 
party in war, and never to have his enemy at 
a distance from him. He always advanced as soon 
as possible to his opponents that he might observe 
what they were doing. Such a system of tactics 
involved the necessity of keeping his men fresh 
and preparsd for any sudden movement. A sur- 
prise by the enemy was out of the question. 

Marlborough has been accused of making deduc- 
tions from the pay of the foreign soldiery, and of 
receiving douceurs from contractors for the grati- 
fication of his own ends. There is little doubt 
that the awi sacra fames was one of his besetting 
sins.; but, as we are not writing his biography, 
we are content to leave the dark shades of his 
character to other hands. As a soldier and a 
Oeneral, he was without a peer. No Commander 
in ancient or modem times was his superior. He 
seems to have united the merits of alL He 
resembled Hannibal in his command of a variety 
of nations. He might be compared to Osbmx, in 
that he never lost a battle or a siege. 

The care which ^Marlborough took of his sol- 
diers, and the constancy with which he led them 
to victory, assured him their affection and respect. 
These idtimately resolved themselves into the 
familiar appellation of "Corporal John," by 
which title and name alone he was known in the 
ranks. There is a song or ballad extant written 
in homely phrase which records the " Corporal's " 
career. We can only make room for a few verses. 
It was written in 1711 : 

I>on*t talk of Sohomberg qpd vueh to me ; 

Noll and King William they might be qaeer 
To deal with, but he'd have beat them all three, 

Lord ! as easy as I'm taking off this beer ; 
All along I was with him, and I should know, 

And I tell you, my boys, the sun never shone 
On one that has led a charge here below 

That was fit to be named with Corporal John. 
Oh, Corporal John always fought to beat ; 

He was the one who oould reckon upon ; 
There was gloxy and plunder, but never retreat, 

For all who fought under Corporal John. 

At Maestrichfs siege I saw him first; 

Mynheer fought well and 'twas hard to win ; 
Monsieur had stormed, but he'd got the worst ; 

He'd tried right hai^ but he couldn't get in ; 
But Corporal John, he up, with us, there, 

And onr flag, the breach, he planted upon ; 
A mine they sprung, but what did he care ? 

He budged not a foot, did Corporal John. 
Oh, he was one that always would win 

Whatever it was he ventured upon ; 
Dutchmen or French, didn't matter a pin ; 

He always beat aU, did Corporal John. 

Next with the Frenchmen the game we played. 
And now 'twas our Corporal held command. 

And with Duke and Marshal rare sport he made, 
He played the devU with Xjonis the Gimnd ; 



Burgundy vapoured and Tallard swore} 

Boufflers gave us a distant look ; 
He gave us a look, but he didn't do more. 

So our Corporal wun, and Liege we took. 
Oh, Corporal John always fought to beat^ Ao, 

Then May good luck and Ramiliee brought, 

At Ottomond's tomb, by the red Mehaigne ; 
To slaughter our Corporal, Villeroi thought, 

But the French and their Marshal we thxaahed 
again; 
Eighty standards and every gun 

Our Corporal took that glorious day. 
And, with it^ the whole of Brabant we won. 

And Louis, from Flanders, he slunk away. 
Oh, Corporal John always fought to beat, Ac 

Kext year we did nothing: then came July, 

When they played us three Dukes, and we 
trumped, each card ; 
To see Venddme and his Princelings fly 

Was pleasant, I swear, at Oudenarde. 
Now came an Autumn of trench and storm ; 

Lille was strong, and the French fought well ; 
Three months it took and the work was warm. 

In mine and breach, before that it feU. 
Oh, Corporal John always fought to beat, Ao. 

At last came onr Corporal's bloodiest day ; 

That was his latest and fiercest fight, 
When blood ran in rivers at Malplaquet, 

In Tasnieres wood and on Bossou's height. 
Of course, we know, battles they must be fought ; 

So, for all that comes with them, they're fools 
who care; 
Yet, pah ! even now how it sickens my thought 

To think of the slaughter that went on there ! 
Ah, Corporal John always fought to beat ; 

He was the one you could reckon upon ; 
There was glory and plunder, but never retreati 

For all who fought nnder Corporal John. 

Very few changes of importance took place in 
the arms and costume of the soldiery daring 
Marlborough's rigime. The cuirass was laid 
aside from 1702 to 1706, as adding too much to 
the weight the soldier had to carry ; hut as it 
was found to be disadvantageous to the Cavalry 
to be without it in actions with the cased French 
troopers, it was resumed in 1707. The intro- 
duction of the bayonet rendered the pike or 
pertuison unnecessary, and it was therefore put 
aside, excepting as a weapon for the Serjeants, in 
whose hands it came to be called a halberd. The 
pertuison was borne by junior Officers long after 
the musket had come into general use ; and so 
particular was Marlborough in regard to the 
uniformity of Officers in their equipments and 
arms, that a letter of his addressed to Lieutenant* 
General Ingoldsby, directs that the Officers of the 
21st North British Fusiliers must conform them- 
selves to other Begiments, and use perliUsons^ 
and those of the 23rd Wekh Fusiliers are cited as 
examples for them in that respect. 

Hitherto each Begiment had borne three colours. 
They were now limited to two. The union with 
Scotland having been formally eflFected on the 
accession of Queen Anne, the cross of St Andrew 
was placed on one of the colours^ in addition to 
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that of St George, whence it was called the Udioii 
ooloar. The other coloar was of the hae of tiie 
Regimental facings, with few exceptions, and bore 
the device of each Corps, to wluch were after- 
wards added the names of battles in which the 
Begiment had reaped distinction. 

It has ahneady been stated that the Army was 
necessarily aagment^d in Marlborough's time. 
The Begiments which had been added to the per- 
manent strength, were the 8th Light Dragoons, 
the 29th, 80th, 3lst, d2nd, 83rd, 84th, d5th, 
d6th, d7th, d8th, and d9th Foot. 

While Marlborough 'was fighting in the north, 

Peterborough was carrying the arms of England 

into the south and west. But the exploits of the 

Army in Spain merit special notice, and are 

■ referred to in the ensuing chapter. 



OHAPTEB V. 

Operations in Spain tinder Peterborough — Marine Begi- 
menta — Qibraltar Taken and Defended— The Capture 
of Bareelona^The Battle of Almanza — Minorca Cap- 
tared^The Battle of Saragosaa — ^The Retreat of King 
Charles and the Allies— The Defence of Alicant— The 
Mino — ^Peaoe of Utrecht — ^Formation of a Corps of Ar- 
tillery— Ponishment of Officers for Hostility to the 
Ministry. 

In order to connect the course of eyents in 
Spain with the progress of warlike operations in 
the Netherlands, it will be necessary to go back a 
few years in the history of the period. 

It has been stated that an Army was de- 
spatched to Portugal — always in friendly alliance 
with England — to open a way into Spain, the 
better to senre the cause of the claimants to the 
throne. This Army was accompanied by a com- 
bined English and Dutch Naval Force, and the 
conduct 01 the expedition was entrusted to the 
Earl of Peterborough, whose brilliant Military 
talents had been lying dormant since his return 
from Tangiers. 

As the Military measures of the expedition 
would require tlie sendees of a class of soldiers 
who could be equally efficient by sea and land, 
the Queen's Government determined upon the 
conversion of certain of the Infantry of the Line 
into Marine Begiments. A Corps of this descrip- 
tion had existed in the reign of Oharles 11., under 
the denomination of " The Maritime Begiment of 
the Lord High Admiral of England ; " but Wil- 
liam nL, doubtful of its loyalty, caused it to be 
disbanded, and its place supplied by three other 
Begiments, which, however, found little employ- 
ment in his reign. Three Begiments were now 
added to the others. The 30th, 31st, and 82nd 
of the line were converted, for the aonce, into 



Marines. Their services were speedily in requisi- 
tion for an enterprise which proved, in its results, 
of enormous and lasting importance. This was 
nothing less than the capture of Gibraltar, a 
fortress which, from its position, gave immense 
influence in the Mediterranean to its possessors. 
It originally belonged to the Moors, from one of 
whose prominent leaders, Qehd Al Tarik, it took 
its name. The Spaniards wrested it from the 
Moors, and held it uninterruptedly for three cen- 
turies. The English now snatched it from Spain 
by a coup de mam. 

On the 2l8t of July, 1704, ihe Admiral Sir 
Gloudesly Shovel and Sir George Booke having 
been disappointed in their attempts upon other 
parts of the Spanish coasty resolved to make an 
effort to capture Gibraltar. Landing a part of 
the Marine Begiment on the neck of land north- 
ward of the town to interrupt the communication 
with the country, the Prince of Hesse d* Armstadt^ 
who commanded the Force, summoned the Go- 
vernor, in the name of " His Catholic Majesty 
Charles HI.," to surrender the fortress. The 
Governor of course declined. Hereupon, a heavy 
cannonade was opened by the ships upon the 
Spanish batteries, and under its cover the boats 
were manned, and two detachments of Marines 
in reserve landed and stormed the fortiflcations. 
The fire from the men-of-war had f6r the moment 
driven'the Spaniards from their guns, but when 
the Marines landed they returned to their poets, 
poured showers of balls and bullets upon the as- 
sailants, and exploded a mine which destroyed two 
Lieutenants and 100 men. Beinforcements ar- 
riving, the gallant little band, nothing daunted by 
the formidable opposition of the garrison, perse- 
vered in their attack and captured the outworks. 
Simultaneously with their efforts a party of 
sailors landed in another quarter, scaled the rock, 
seized upon some batteries, turned them upon the 
town, and so much alarmed the defenders tixat the 
Governor surrendered the fortress at discretion. 

For six months subsequently the combined 
French and Spanish Squadrons, supported by 
troops, essayed to recover Gibraltar, but nothing 
could wrest it from the firm grip of the British 
garrison. For eighty years England remained in 
quiet possession of the fortress, and then presented 
a still more memorable instance of the tenacity 
with which John Bull retains his hold upon a 
possession whose political importance has been 
established and whose tenure has become a matter 
of national pride. But we are anticipating. 

The value of Marines having been satisfactorily 
demonstrated, a special Corps was formed to serve, ' 
ashore and afloat, at all seasons, and the Line 
Begiments resumed their functions This Corps, 
on whose account the broad three-cornered 
cocked-hats, then worn by the Infantry, were put 
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addo and replaced by lofty' oonioal caps, was 
rendered subject to the laws which regulate the 
Army and the Navy. When afloat, the Marines 
are amenable to the Mutiny Act and Articles of 
War which govern the Nayy ; when serving on 
shore they are liable to the provisions of the same 
Act and Articles applicable to the Army. The 
hybrid or amphibious character of the Oorps made 
it^ for many years, an object of aversion and 
habitual ridicule among the common sailors ; but 
its steady bravery on all remarkable occasions, and 
its excellent and forbearing conduct in peace, has 
enabled it to live down prejudice, and it now 
enjoys peculiar and merited distinction. 

The msdn design of the expedition under the 
£arl of Peterborough being to further the progress 
of the Archduke of Austria, his Lordship deter- 
mined to make an attempt on Barcelona. This 
place had acquired a character for impregnability 
because it had successfully held out against a 
French Army 30,000 strong for two months. 
Undismayed by its appearance and capabilities, 
Peterborough laid his plans for assaulting the 
castle and citadel of Montjuick which protected 
the town, and he carried out his design with 
characteristic energy and promptitude. With a 
very small force of 200 or 300 men he attacked 
the works before dawn on the 17th September, 
1705, and, in spite of accidents, mistakes, and 
repulses, succeeded in capturing the citadel and 
compelling the garrison of Barcelona to surrender. 
His own bright example was a great encourage- 
ment to the intrepid Uttle band which planted the 
British standard on the walls of Montjuick, but 
indeed, the 6th Begiment, under Lieutenant* 
Oolonel Southwell, needed no stimulus to the 
fulfilment of its duty. The Corps forced its way 
into the Spanish works regardless of the shower 
of bullets rained upon it from the ramparts. And 
what it won it manfully held.* The French in 
1 706 endeavoured to retake Barcelona, and utterly 
failed. Its capture was followed by the submis- 
mon of the entire province of Catalonia. 

* In Cannon's *■ Records of the British Regiments/ we 
find the following incident : — ** Lientenant-Oolonel Sonth- 
^-eU, of the 6th Foot, being on duty in the trenches with 
bis Regiment, observed that the bombs thrown by a 
Dutch bombardier, from a small mortar, fell to the left of 
the fort^ and oonolnding there was a magazine in tiie place, 
be traversed the mortar a little to the right himself, and 
fired it ; and the bomb filing into a little chapel where 
the garrison had stored a Urge quantity of powder, it 
blew np, and the Governor and a nnmber of other OflSoers 
and men were buried in the ruins. Southwell taking ad- 
vantage of the confusion, rushed forward with a few men 
•word in hand, and, was met by the furvivorB of the gar- 
rison, who laid down their arms and sarrendered the 
fortreM. Lieatenant-Colonel Southwell took possession 
of the works, and King Charles hastened to the spot^ and 
embraced him in a transport of joy. He was made 
Governor of tbe fortress in recompense of the professional 
skill he bad evinced." 



Early in 1707 the Allied Army, consisting of 
Spaniards, Portuguese, Dutch, and English troops, 
proceeded to lay siege to Villena. The Force 
only numbered 12,000 men, a sufficiency, if no' 
other object than the possession of the town were 
to be attained. But a large French and Spanish 
Force coming to the rescue, it was determined to 
meet them on the contiguous plains of Almanza, 
before the Duke of Orleans with still larger rein- 
forcements could arrive. The 6 th, 9th, lltb, 
17th, 33rd, and 86th Begiments of the British 
Line took part in the engagement, and had the 
Portuguese Contingent seconded their endeavours 
with the zeal the occasion demanded, Almanza 
would not hold a place in the very brief roll of 
defeats sustained by the arms of England. As it 
was, the troops in the interest of the Archduke 
were broken, and fled to the inhospitable woods 
and hills of a country to which they were perfect 
strangers, enduring every variety of misery. 

In 1708 the troops under Major-General Stan- 
hope were directed to make an attack on the 
Island of Wnorca> the most important of the 
Balearic group. Success was assured by the sud- 
denness of Uie assault by 3,000 of the Allied 
troops. This event vas followed by a Oavalry 
action at Almanaca, which was so entirely success- 
ful thai Philip of Anjou retreated, followed by 
the Forces of King Oharles, who proceeded to 
Madrid. The troops suffered tortures from the 
insufficiency of water and of wine. 

The autumn of 1710 saw the Allied troops 
triumphant at Saragossa over a superior body of 
the enemy. Thirty standards were captured on 
this occasion, and tradition — ^in the absence of any 
other more direct authority — holds that the 6th 
Foot bears an Antelope as the badge of its Regi- 
mental colour because one of the standards so 
taken by the Oorps was decorated in like man- 
ner. Had the Army advanced to Madrid im- 
mediately after the battle, the disasters which 
followed might have been averted. But the ad- 
vantage of following up a success was of no account 
in those days in presence of the routine practice 
of going into quarters in the nearest town for the 
winter. Time was thus afforded to the French 
of recovering lost ground. They moved upon the 
capital, which Oharles was obliged to evacuate, 
retiring upon Barcelona. A more miserable 
retreat is not on record. About 2,000 men 
having reached the village of Bichuega^ tiie French 
pursuing Force surrounded and made them 
prisoners. Their sufferings in that condition 
w^re unspeakable. Many of them being allowed 
the choice of enteiing the French Army or going 
without food, adopted the former alternative and 
then deserted from the ranks of the enemy ; the 
others were retained in captivity until 1712, 
when the Emperor of Germany dying, the Arch- 
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duke was elevated to the Imperial throne, and 
had no longer a motiye for desiring the crown of 
Spain. 

A remarkable episode in the annals of the 
campaigns in Spain was the defenoe of Alicant, 
after the capture in 1709. The place was taken 
in the first instance by the valoor of a number of 
British seamen, and was then garrisoned by a 
small force of Infantry, under tibe command of 
Major-General Bichards. Besieged by a numerous 
and well-appointed French forr*e. General 
Bichards abandoned the larger defences in the 
town, and shut himself up in the citadel, which 
was supposed to be impregpiable. That there 
might be no scarcity of the greatest of man's 
necessities — water, the Genersd resolved upon 
sinking three cisterns in the solid rock and filling 
them. This object having, with great labour, 
been accomplished, the garrison laughed to scorn' 
the efforts of the 12,000 men by whom they 
were beleaguered. But the ingenuity and persever- 
ance of the besiegers was eventually too much 
for them. The French absolutely mined through 
the solid rock. The English countermined and in 
every other way endeavoured to interrupt the 
enemy. At the end of three months, however, 
the operation was completed, and no less than 
fifteen hundred barrels of powder were placed 
in the mine with the devilish purpose — ^held justi- 
fiable in war— of blowing the citadel and its gar- 
rison to pieces. With a humanity as honourable 
as it was rare, the French Oommander in the first 
instance gave the garrison the option of surren- 
dering, and promised it safe escort with all its bag- 
gage to Barcelona. General Bichards was incredu- 
lous as to the existence of the destructive power 
that lay beneath his feet. The French Officer 
gave him the opportunity of verifying the 
fact with his own eyes. Two Field Officers were 
accordingly sent to inspect the mine, and re- 
ported their conviction that there was force 
enough in the mine to destroy the barracks and 
the cisterns and every man in the garrison. 
Hoping that a Fleet would arrive to the relief 
of Alicant before the time for deliberation which 
the besiegers had given him should expire. 
General Bichards held a Council of War, at which 
it was resolved to hold out to the last, and fall 
rather than surrender. The French and the 
Spanish (who were associated with the French), as 
the hour appproached for the execution of their 
purpose, importuned the English Commander to 
capitulate before it should be too late. He obsti- 
nately refused — the mine was accordingly sprung, 
and the result was terrific. " The rock opened and 
shut, the whole mountain felt the convulsion — ^the 
Governor and Field Officers, with the men about 
them, ten guns and two mortars, were buried in 
the abyss, the walls of the castle shook, part of 



the great dstem fell, another oistem was almost 
closed, and the rock shut a man to his neck in 
its cleft^ who lived many hours in that afflicting 
posture. About thirty-six sentinels and women 
were swallowed in different quarters, where dying 
groans were heard, some of Uiem after the fourth 
mournful day." When the smoke and dust had 
cleared away, Lieutenant-Cdlonel d'Alben, with 
the survivors of the garrison, made a sortie upon 
the besiegers, but it was of no avail, the position 
was no longer tenable. 

The Peace of Utrecht afforded time and oppor* 
tunity for a survey of the condition of the Army, 
and the introduction of such improvements as 
experience had rendered advisable. Not the least 
important of the changes now deemed advisable 
in the organisation of the Force, was the esta- 
blishment of a separate Corps of Artillery. The 
opinion of Military men at the time (1713) was 
not precisely that so tersely expressed in after 
years by the Emperor Louis Napoleon, that 
" Artillery is the soul of an Army ; " but they 
had learned that the arm was of sufficient value 
to merit special consideration and treatment.. 
They had seen that its utility was commensurate 
with its mobility. The ponderosity of the British 
guns had not only rendered it difficult to move 
them with celerity from point to point in action, 
or to transport them over a great extent of 
country, excepting with the aid of a larger team 
of horses than was compatible with a moderate 
expenditure, or the means of procuring draught 
at all times ; but it often compelled their abandon- 
ment in moments of emergency. And while the 
duty of working the guns detached too large a 
number of the Infantry from their legitimate 
functions, it at the same time made manifest 
their incapacity to deal with a weapon which laid 
contributions on the law of projectiles, with which 
they were unfamiliar. The French and Spaniards 
had proved themselves superior Artillerists, and 
must have been triumphant in all sieges and 
battles, if the headlong valour of the English 
troops had not proved more than a match for the 
science of the enemy. But our men paid with 
their blood for their comparative ignorance, and 
it was desirable that, for the future, victory ^ould 
be achieved at a lesser sacrifice. 

The Tory Ministry, at the head of which was 
Harley, afterwards Earl of Oxford, had become 
extremely unpopular in the Army, because the 
progress of the war in the Netherlands and Spain 
had been checked mainly by its means, and it was 
supposed to be ^vourable to the succession of 
Queen Anne's brother, James, who was residing in 
France as the Chevalier St George, to the exclu- 
sion of the House of Hanover, always supposing 
that he surrived the Queen. To such lengtlu 
did the Officers carry tiieir hostility, that upon 
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one occasion tbey drank as a toast, " Oonf osion to 
the New lifinistry I " The offenders, Generals 
Meredith, Macartney, and Honeywood, were at 
once superseded. Sir Richard Temple was re- 
moved &om his Begiment with the simple inti- 
mation that Her Majesty had no longer any 
occasion for his services. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Goote was deprived of his company in the Goards 
for drinking the health of the Elector of Hanover, 
and expressing his dislike to Lord Oxford. General 
Gadogan was compelled to sell hi^ Begiment. The 
Duke of Argyll, Lord Stair, and General Daven- 
port lost theirs, and were further ordered to leave 
the Army. Lieutenant-Oolonel Sidney, brother 
to the Earl of Leicester, and several other Gap- 
tains of Foot Guardfl, were obliged to sell their 
companies, and men whose politics were less 
tinged with liberalism, were appointed to succeed 
them. Let it be said, in partial justification of 
the Officers, that their hostility to the Ministers 
did not rest exclusively on their attachment to 
the House of Hanover. The Duke of Argyll 
charged the Ministers with having new-modelled 
the Army, and disbanded certidn Regiments out 
of their turn to serve the ultimate purposes of the 
Pretender, to whom they had sent money. He 
said, in the House of Peers, that it was a disgrace 
to the nation to see men who had never looked 
an enemy in the face advanced to the posts of 
several brave Officers, who, after they had often 
exposed their lives for their country, were left to 
starve in prison for debt on account of the deten- 
tion of their pay. 



CHAPTER VL 

Accession of George L^MarlborongVa Retam and Death 
—The Earl of Mar's RebeUton— New RegimeDtB— The 
Battle of Sheriff Moir— Failare of the Spanish Expedi- 
tion to England— Bad Military Clothing— The Order of 
the Bath---George IL Ascends the Throne^ Organi- 
sation of the Royal Artillery— War with Spain— 
Augmentation of the Army. 

Queen Anne dying in 1714, the Grown of 
England devolved on the Electoral Prince of 
Hanover, who came over and ascended the throne 
as (George L 

Marlborough, who had retired to the Continent 
at the Peace of Utrecht, returned to England on 
the King's accession, and was immediately ap- 
pointed Captain-General and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Forces, Colonel of the 1st Foot Guards, 
and Master of the Ordnance. It was fortunate 
for the King that he had so able a counsellor at 
his side, for in the year 1715 domestic troubles 
arose, which demanded, for their correction, the 
advice of a wise statesman and experienced General. 



Marlborough, however, did not long enjoy the new 
honours that had been conferred upon bim. His 
faculties rapidly decayed, and in 1722 he died at 
the 1^ of seventy-three, and was buried with the 
highest solemnity in Westminster Abbey. 

George L* was not permitted to enjoy his 
Crown in peace. Those who had been hostile to 
the Hanoverian succession were not likely to prove 
very devoted subjects now that the Elector had 
become their hondfide Sovereign — ^and those who 
had been friendly to the exclusion of "James 
in." were too exigeant in their demands for 
recompense to leave the King and the Ministry 
any hope of satisfying their cupidity or securing 
their loyalty. Among the malcontents the most 
conspicuous was the Earl of Mar. He had sought 
an appointment yielding 5,000Z. a-year. Failing 
to obtain it he readily entered into the intrigues 
which Other noblemen, friendly to the Stuart 
dynasty, had set on foot for placing ** the Pre- 
tender " on the throne. The Earl was " a man 
of quick talent, of interested disposition, restless 
in his temper, inordinate in his ambition." He 
immediately began to collect troops in Scotland, 
and was not long in raising five hundred men. 
He set up the Pretender's standard at Braemar, 
and announced himself as Lieutenant-General of 
the Forces. Joined by the Marquis of Tulli- 
bardine and other men <^ rank and influ- 
ence, he soon had six. or seven thousand men 
and three Squadrons of Cavalry under his 
command. 

As a part of the British Army was absent, 
holding the new possessions abroad, a fresh levy 
of troops became essential for the support of the 
throne at home. Two Begiments of Cavalry, the 
9th and 10th Dragoons, and two of Infantry — ^the 
40th and 41st — were immediately raised. Be- 
oalled to favour as a matter of necessity, the war- 
like Duke of Argyll was placed at the head of 
the Forces for the suppression of the rebellion. 
He had only 1,500 men ; but these were con- 
sidered sufficient for the discomfiture of raw and 
undisciplined troops. A noble historian describes 
Mar's Army in no very Ottering terms — '' The 
composition of the Force was as Qrazy as its 
attempt was ill-timed. The Infantry consisted 
altogether of Highlanders, forming an irregular 
and intractable body, many of whom were not 

* During the reign of George L the amount of pnr- 
chaae-money for commisftions in the Dragoon Guards was 
fixed by the King*8 authority at the foUowing rates : 

Colonel and Oaptain , , £7,500 



Lieutenant- Colonel and Captain 
Major and Captain 
Captain . . 

Captain-Lieutenant 
Lieutenant • • 

Comet • • , 

Adjutant • • 



4,000 
8,300 
2,500 
1,500 
1,200 
1,000 
200 
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provided wiih flints to tlieir gans by their Com- 
mandere in order to conceal a lamentable defi- 
ciency of powder. The Cavalry were not more 
effective, consisting entirely of gentlemen and 
their dependents. They were brave in words, 
extravagant in hopes, impatient of discipline, 
eager to meet their enemies in the field, but 
ignorant of all the other dangers and duties which 
belong to the profession of a soldier." Lord 
Barley's quota of Oavaliy are spoken of as "large, 
bulky men, mounted on little horses, their High- 
land bonnets on their heads, and their rusty 
muskets hanging at their backs. They had neither 
boots nor pistols." These men had been living 
in their Native hills in a state of warlike and 
heroic barbarism. Their Ohiefs were patriarchal 
Lords with civil jurisdiction — themselves vassals 
claiming to be of 'the same blood with their Lords. 
The Lowlanders were not mucH better fitted for a 
subjection to discipline. Tet sopae of them must 
have served in the Low Oountries with Marl- 
borough, and fought well too, or they never would 
have earned the compliment which he paid to 
their combative qualities under a very spare 
regimen. 

One of the Earl of Mar*s first measures was to 
attempt the surprise of Edinburgh Castle. The 
town sympathised in a measure with the Pretender, 
and had not the men who were to have been en- 
gaged in the escalade wasted two houi-s of their 
time in drinking — " powdering their hair," as the 
facetious landlady of the tavern described it — ^the 
attempt might have succeeded. The two Armies 
subsequently met at Sheriff Muir (or Moor) near 
Dumblane, and* a battle was fought in which both 
parties claimed the victory. The Highlanders 
fought with desperate gallantry. They charged 
fiercely upon the English Infantry with their fer- 
midable claymores, protecting themselves from 
bayonet thnists with their stoat targets. But 
they did not prevail over the disciplined band. 
The Pretender, however, was sufficiently en- 
couraged by the reports which reached him, and, 
aided by the money and arms of the French 
King, he proceeded to England. The subse- 
quent failure of his adherents at Preston put 
an early end to his enterprise, and he returned 
to France. 

The danger arising to good government, from 
having a rude and warlike race, mustering some 
forty thousand fighting men, but more especially 
in the north-western parts of Scotland, impressed 
upon the Ministry of Oeoi^e L the necessity of 
forming roads to open up the country, of erecting 
a chain of forts, of launching an armed galley on 
Locbness, of raising paid companies, and of dis- 
arming the Highlanders-— or certain clans of them ; 
and these arduous tasks were assigned to one of 
the most sensible and able Officers then in 



the British Service — Biigadier-General Geoige 
Wade.* 

For the primaiy measure of disarming the 
clans in the neighbourhood of Brahan Castle, 
there were ordered four Regiments of Infantry^ 
to wit. Colonel Henry Grove's, now 10th Foot; 
Major-General Whetham's, now 12th Foot; 
George Groves, now 19th Foot ; the Scots Fusi- 
liers, now 21st Foot; and six companies of the 
Black Watch. 

All these troops, save the last named, were re- 
viewed by George L on Salisbury Plain on the 
80th of August, 1722, when he harangued them 
in his broken English, and they were then 
marched into Scotland by the rough roads of 
those ante-Macadam and pre-railway times. 

After being quartered in various Lowland towns 
in the summer of 1724, they began their march 
for that district which was then, to Englishmen, 
a terra incognita, the country of the clans, accom- 
panied by fifty Dragoons ; while His Majesty's 
ship Bose, a sixth-rate, of twenty guns and 377 
men, took General Wade from Edinburgh for In- 
verness ; but, the weather proving unpleasantly 
rough, he landed on the coast of Angus, and took 
horse for the little Highland capital, by the Moors 
of Nairn, and the future field of CuUoden. 

Meanwhile, in their quaint uniforms, with 
cross-belts and EevenhuUer hats, or Grenadier 
caps like sugar-loaves, their queues and pipe- 
clayed inexpressibles, the King's troops, those 
veterans of the Flanders wars, toiled on by the 
Moors of Bannoch and the Black Mount, where 
other roads and ways there were none, save the 
old Fingalian war-paths — by stupendous moun- 
tains whose heads are veiled in mist, by deep, 
solemn, and silent valleys, where the whistle of 
the curlew or the rush of the torrent alone wakes 
the echoes— amid the same scenery from which 
the Hessian Infantry had shrunk some thirty- 
seven years before, when they declared that be- 
yond the gorge of EUlycrankie lay the end of the 
world ; and where the wild and barbaric dress of 
the inhabitants seemed as strange to the eye as 
their language was harsh and uncouth to the 
southern ear. 

This ** handful" of Englishmen were in a hostile 
land, too, where (had the tribes been united) they 
might have been cut off to a man ; but they 
marched, without molestation, past even the 
mouth of Glencoe, where the bones of some who 
perished in a massacre there, thirty years before, 
lay whitening amid the heather. 

"How could the humble dweller in those 
lonely regions become an object of kingly ven- 
geance, or his bleak hills a thing for kingly am- 

* The minute description of the disarmament of the 
Highlanders which follows is derived from the * United 
Service Magazine.' 
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bition ? " it baa been asked ; bat tbe HigblanderB, 
a source of detestation to tbeir Lowland coantiy- 
men, were -dewed by tbe Englisb as literal 
savages, even as cannibals ; and in tbose days our 
Englisb Officers deemed service among tbem as a 
dangerous and profitless banisbment, even as tbe 
Legionaries of Borne did tbeir campaigns in Bri- 
tain, or oar Linesmen of tbe present day do tbeir 
oatpost duty among tbe kraals of tbe £!affirs and 
tbe pabs of tbe Maories. 

At Inverness a camp bad been already formed, 
and tberein tbe newly- arnved Begiments foand 
Lieutenant-General Piercy Kirke*s Battalion, now 
tbe 2nd (or Qaeen's), into wbicb, on tbe ensuing 
Cbristmas Day, tbere came, by ezcbange, from 
Tyrrel's Dragoons, a Oaptain Peter Garric^ wbo 
was afterwards tbe fatber of our great actor. 

Tbe Scots Fusiliers, tbe Begiment of General 
Macartney, went no f urtber nortb tban Aberdeen- 
sbire, wbere tbey were quartered in several small 
towns to enfqrce tbe payment of an obnoxious 
malt-tax, tbe collection of wbicb was causing 
dangerous riots in Glasgow and elsewbere. 

Having issued summonses in writing to tbe 
elans, or tribes, of eigbteen parisbes, tbe people 
of wbicb were vassals, or tenants, of tbe attainted 
Earl of Seafortb, Wade, on tbe 25ib of August, 
marcbed witb all bis available Force — tbe detested 
Seidaran Dearg, or red soldiers — to Braban 
Castle, tbe rendezvous of tbe Mackenzies, a grand 
old Higbland fortress situated on tbe nortb side of 
tbe Conan Biver, amid magnificent scenery, and, 
not witbout serious misgivings as to bow bis re- 
quest would be obeyed ; be tben baited bis troops 
to receive ''tbe submission of a bigb- spirited 
people wbo bad resisted as long as resistance was 
possible." 

Prior to tbis, tbe Edinburgb post bad brougbt 
bim many letters of menace, to intimidate bim 
from putting tbe Disarming Act in execution ; 
and papers were dispersed tbrougb tbe Higblands 
by tbe Jacobites, denying tbe power of Parliament, 
and urging tbe Clansmen to retain tbeir means of 
defence lest tbey sbould be sent into captivity, or 
massacred in cold blood like tbe Macdonalds in 
Olencoe. 

^'Tbe Mackenzies bad stipulated," continues 
tbe General in bis Beport of tbose proceedings, 
" tbat tbey sbould deliver up their arms at tbe 
fortress of Braban, as it was tbe seat of tbeir 
Cbief, William Earl of Seafortb, tben exiled in 
France for bis sbare in tbe rising in 1715. Tbey 
bad no objection to perform tbis unpalatable task 
in presence of tbe Infantry of the Line; but 
begged tbat none of tbe Beicudan Dbu, tbe 
Black Watob, wbo were specially recruited from, 
and Officered by Campbells, Grants, and Munros, 
noted Wbig Clans, sbould be present to see tbeir 
humiliation ; for Uiey (tbe Mackenzies)," says tbe 



good-natured General, *' bad always been reputed 
tbe bravest as well as tbe most numerous of tbe 
Nortbem Clans, and tbougbt it more consistent 
witb tbeir bonour to resign tbeir arms to your 
Majesty 'tf veteran troops — ^to wbicb I readily 
assented." 

So keeping tbe six companies of tbe Black 
Watcb out of view, by detaching tbem to secure 
tbe Westeni Passes, the General thus endeavoured, 
as far as was possible, to meet tbe wishes of tbe 
men of Seafortb. 

Colonel, after Lieut. -General, Joshua Guest, 
wbo was present on tbis interesting occasion, 
relates in a letter to the Duke of Gordon, that 
tbe Mackenzies " delivered up tbeir armes in a 
varey bansom maner. First the prinsopall gentle- 
men waited on tbe Genrall to tbe number of fifty, 
and soon after came tbe men witb ther armes." 

Under tbe trees of the grand old avenue, tbey 
came by parisbes, marching four abreast in tbeir 
picturesque Native dress, and in slow procession, 
reluctantly bringing a quantity of arms in bales 
and bundles, slung on the backs of horses. 

In all, 784 weapons, most of wbicb were little 
better than old iron, were given over to tbe troops ; 
but the wary Mackenzies and Donald Murcbi- 
Bon, tbe faithful factor. Lieutenant and adherent 
of Seafortb — great-grandfather of tbe eminent 
philosopher. Sir Boderick Impey Murcbison — took 
specially good care tbat all the really serviceable 
weapons of tbe district, tbe long-barrelled muskets, 
the good claymores, dirks, skenes, and pistols 
were well oiled, rolled in tough bull-hides, and 
secured in- secret places, such as bogs and caverns, 
waiting the time when King James's son sbould 
come to claim bis own again. 

However, those 784 partially useless weapons 
were taken in good faith by Wade as the arms of 
Seaforth's country, a tract some sixty miles in 
length by forty in breadth. The Clansmen — 
with mental reservations, no doubt— drank " tbe 
King's health ; " their fifty Duine-wassals dined 
with the StafiP, and they all separated with great 
politeness and xnutual assurances of good faith on 
both sides ; though at tbat very time the Jacobite 
gentry knew that another revolt in tbe Nortb 
and a dissolution of the Union were projected ; 
that the restless Bishop Atterbiiry was organising 
a plan "to relieve the Highlanders from the 
Hanoverian yoke," and had obtained from somia 
source, now unknown, the sum of one hundred 
and eighty thousand livres to be expended in 
ammunition, brandy, and biscuits among tbe 
Stuart Clans ; and tbat even tbe Czar of all the 
Bussias, Peter the Great, was expected to co- 
operate witb tbem — hopes which ended in smoke t 
Pleased' witb bis apparent success in tbe task 
of disarmament at Braban, the General's next 
missiveB were sent to tbe Maodonells of Glengarry, 
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tlie Mocleods of Glenelg, the Glenmorrision 
branch of the Grants and the Ghishohns of Strath- 
glass, who gave him over all their useless arms 
(exactly as Uie Mackenzies had done), and were 
daly paid for them their supposed value, on the 
15th September, at the Barrack of Solcumin, now 
called Fort Augustus. 

The Macdonalds of Eeppoch, of Moidart, of 
Arisaig and the shattered tribe of Glencoe, with 
the Macintoshes, brought theirs into Inverness ; 
while the Gordons and Macphersons marched to 
the barrack of Buthven in Badenooh for the same 
purpose. The Islesmen were ordered to disarm 
at the long since disused barrack of Bemera on 
the inner Sound of Skye ; and the men of Mull, 
before the Officer Oommanding a detachment in 
the Castle of Duart, the stronghold of Maclean ; 
but no means were left untried to delay, evade or 
utterly defeat the end in view, there as elsewhere, 
in selling only rubbish to the Government and 
secluding ihe really good swords^ dirks, and fire- 
arms for the coming time. 

Wade appears to have possessed discretionary 
powers, for in another letter of General Guest's— 
a distinguished Officer of those days whose spell- 
ing was peculiar, as he gives us " knolig *' for 
knowledge, and so forth — we find that Macpherson 
of Inveresshie and lus sons were aUowed to retain 
their arms, as the younger was to adopt the 
Whiggish name of Grant. 

All this time the Begiments remained under 
canvas in the vicinity of Inverness, and the duty 
of disarming was performed by detachments sent 
from thence into difiPerent parts of the country — 
an arduous and dangerous service, as they had to 
pursue drove-roads and forest paths through which 
they marched in Indian file; but no straggler 
was ever cut off, and there is not an instance 
recorded of an English soldier being molested or 
assassinated. 

Ammunition bread was regularly served out in 
the camp, and biscuits for the havresacks of the 
detachments sent to the glens on disarming duty. 
To the surprise of the English, who had been led 
to suppose they would be starved in a land of 
savages, the camp was plentifully supplied with 
provisions, and an hospital was provided in the 
town for the sick. All this contributed to pre- 
serve the health of the soldiers, of whom only ten 
died, though the weather was excessively rough 
and the rains heavy ; but when the snow began 
to fall,* the Ness to freeze, and. the old Highland 
winter to set in with all its severity, the troops 
went to warmer quarters in the forts and towns ; 
while the 10th Foot, the Begiment of Brigadier 
Grove, an old Williamite Officer, who had bled at 
Blenheim and Schellenburg, marched home to 
England. 

It must be obvious that but for the powerful 



influence of the Oampbells, the Munros, the 
Grants of Strathspey, and other Whig clans — ^by 
the system of putting one-half the country in op- 
position to the other— even this mock disarming 
could not have been attempted by a Force so 
smalL Self-interest made some of the clans 
Whigs, while Jacobites at heart, and this was 
particularly the case with the Frasers and' Gkanto. 

Believing that the Laird of Bothiemurchus— 
who was of the latter surname — was well affected 
to the Government of King George, as a Commis- 
sioned Officer, and one* whose Chief, Grant of that 
Ilk, was actually in command of a fortress. Gene- 
ral Wade at this time frequently took up his 
abode with him and remained for weeks, even 
months, at the old tower of John the Simple amid 
Bath mher-ghuish (t.e., the great plain of firs), 
over which rises Craigellachie, the Bock of Alarm, 
or muster place of the tribe in time of war. 

Bothiemurchus secretly detested Wade and all 
his Staff, and though compelled to receive him 
with courtesy, would rather have seen him at the 
bottom of the Qpey than a guest at his table, 
and was resolved to get rid of those protracted 
visits. One day, when all had left the dinner* 
table save himself and Wade, he started up and 
locked the door, resolving that the scene about to 
ensue should have no witness. Filling their 
glasses with wine, he stood erect and said with 
great emphasis : 

*' General Wade, it is useless for you and me to 
play false to each other any longer. We both 
know very well what we are in reality, whatevei 
we see fit to pretend. I propose now that we 
drink, on our bended knees, the health of King 
James the Eighth I " 

Wade was thunderstruck by the request, and in 
haste quitted the dinner-table of Bothiemurchus, 
to trouble it no more. 

In the spring of the new year, 1725, the com- 
panies of the Black Watch having completed their 
drill and exercise, were despatched by him to their 
respective stations, with orders " to prevent the 
Highlanders from returning to the use of arms, as 
well as to hinder their committing depredations 
in the Low Country." 

The company of Simon Lord Lovat (who died 
on Tower Hill in 1746) had to keep all the moun- 
tain passes between Lochalsh and Inverness ; that 
of Colonel Grant, of Ballindalloch, the passes from 
the latter place to Dunkeld, and that of Sir Dun* 
can Campbell, of Lochnell, from Dunkeld to the 
mountains of Lorn ; while the other three com- 
panies, under Lieutenants, held Fort William, 
Eilcumin, and Buthven, in Badenoch. 

Summonses were now sent to the elans ' in 
Braemar, Perthshire, Athole, Breadalbane, and 
Monteith — ^to the long-oppressed Macgregors, and 
the fierce Maonabs in Stmthfillan, and parties of 
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regnlar troops had orders to n^arch from the 
nearest garrisons to the places appointed for the 
surrender of arms ; but it was even as Dr John- 
son was told, that the fiercest tribes were those 
who dwelt upon the Lowland Border ; for Wade 
felt himself compelled to report that they did not 
send in their arms in such quantities as the 
Korthem clans, or altogether withheld them. 

The whole armoury that was collected, after 
so much trouble, diplomacy, expense, and personal 
risk amounted to only 2,685 weapons of all kinds, 
iocludiug Lochaber axes, which were stored up in 
the Castle of Edinburgh, Fort William, and the 
Barrack of Bemera. A few of the swords were 
of great antiquity ; but General Wade concludes 
his report by stating to tne King, that ''His 
Majesty had paid near 13,0002. for broken and 
useless arms, which were hardly worth the expense 
of carriage ; rusty by t>eiDg exposed to rain, they 
are of little more than the value of old iron.'* 

But the efforts* on behalf of the Pretender did 
not end with the Earl of Mar's futile exertions. 
8pain, for nearly two centuries, the bitter foe of 
Protestant England, sympathised with the Catholic 
Pretender to the throne, and made preparations 
for assisting him by force of arms. A force of 
6.000 men, with arms for 12,000, was shipped on 
ten men-of-war and transports under the command 
of the Duke of Ormond, who had turned traitor 
on Marlborough's restoration to power, and 
declai-ed for the Pretender. Ormond had actually 
accepted the appointment of Captain -General of 
his "Most Catholic Majesty." Troops were 
despatched to the North of England on the 
arrival of the tidings of the approaching expedi- 
tion, and Contingents came from Holland and the 
Austrian Netherlands. Two of the frigates 
arrived in Scotland with noblemen in the Stuart 
interest, 300 Spaniards, and 2,000 stand of arms, 
but General Weightman advancing against them 
they were attacked, and the Spaniards were made 
prisoners. In the meanwhile a storm scattered 
the Fleet of the Duke of Ormond off Cape Finis- 
terre. To counter the aggressive movement on 
the part of Spain, the British Government 
despatched Lord Cobham to Corunna with an 
adequate Force. He landed at Vigo, seized seven 
Spanish ships, and captured Vigo and San 
Sebastian, together with several pieces of cannon 
which had been prepared for the service of the 
Pretender. And while these operations were going 
forward, General Wade, with 1,000 men, attacked 
Port Nedra, captured 100 pieces of ordnance, 300 
barrels of powder, 5,000 small arms, and a large 
quantity of stores. The operations under Lord 
Cobham were much assisted by the 34th Begiment 
of Foot. The Spaniards about this time made 
another attempt to regain possession of Gibraltar, 
in which they were entirely unsuccessful. 



Although George L had, during his father's 
lifetime, served the German Emperor at the head 
of 8,000 or 10,000 Hanoverians, he had no great 
passion for soldiership, nor any particular affec- 
tion for the British Army. Beyond being present 
at an occasional review, he seldom troubled him- 
self about the soldiers who had shown a loyal 
readiness to defend his throne from the attacks of 
the Pretender and his friends. This indifference 
led many Officers and men — ^besides those who 
had been disbanded as no longer needful — ^to 
leave the Army and seek other occupations. To 
add to the disgust of the men, the clothing served 
out to them was of a coarse and inferior character. 
Marlborough's Begiment, the Ist Foot Guards, 
positively refused to wear the under garments 
issued by his authority. A detachment, in passing 
through the city, exhibited them to the trades- 
people, shouting, "These are the Hanover shirts ! " 

It has been unfortunate for the British Army 
in some respects, that, in peace time, it has been 
made the subject of experiments which, under 
the name of reforms, have produced changes 
without always effecting improvements ' in the 
articles of Military costume and head-dress. The 
commencement of the Georgian era was distin- 
guished by some of these alterations. The long 
flowing wig introduced by Charles II. (in his own 
person it was the substitute for the magnificent 
tresses of 'which Time had robbed him with his 
youth), and continued in the reign of William, 
was now superseded by a peruke. The hair was 
gathered up and tied behind in the form of a long 
tail, which bore the name of the Ramilies Tie. 
The cuirasses of the Cavalry were returned to 
store. An alteration was made in the form of 
the hat, and spatterdashes came into use. But 
fuller mention of all these changes will be made 
when we come to treat of the Army cpstume 
generally in the reign of George II. 

More perhaps to serve political ends than to 
gratify the Service, Sir Bobert . Walpole, the 
Minister, united the Order of the Bath with a 
regular Military order. Letters Patent wereissied 
under the Great Seal on the 25th May, 1725, 
" not only to re-establish and support the Order 
of the Bath in its former lustre and dignity," but 
to extend its dignity to the Army. The Sove« 
reignty of the association was vested in the Crown, 
and eight Officers were appointed to assist in its 
government; but a large proportion of the old 
regulations remained in force, for, on that occasion 
at least, Sir Bobert Walpole was sufficiently con- 
servative of ancient usages to retain that which 
might have been dignified and graceful in the 
fourteenth century, but which in the eighteenth 
was the shadow of a bygone age. In the reign 
of George I. it was inexpressibly childish to retain 
the practices of bathing, of vigils, and the thousand 
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and one mammeries of obflolete institutions against 
which the writings of Cervantes had long pre- 
yionsly directed such a flood of ridicole as set 
all Europe in a roar. The sneering sceptical 
eighteenth century had mocked at higher and 
holier things than the orders of Knighthood ; the 
wonder therefore is, that the scofiPers of that 
period did not laugh to scorn the puerilities that 
then disgraced the statutes of this order, and still 
more strange it is that Sir Bobert did not reform 
a code from the obligations of which he must have 
foreseen that it would be necessary to give each 
newly-created Knight a special warrant of dis- 
pensation. Thirty-eight Knights were made in 
1725, 

On the 11th of June, 1727, died George L, to 
be succeeded by the second of thab name. 

George 11. was peculiarly acceptable to the 
Army, for he had proved himself a good and 
brave soldier at the battle of Oudenarde. "He- 
is wild, but he fights like a man," was predicated 
of him by his father. Under his rule — at the 
-very commencement indeed of the reign — ^the 
Boyal Artillery was regularly organised. It was 
formed of four companies, each consisting of a 
Captain, a Captain's Lieutenant, one First and one 
Second Lieutenant, three Lieutenant fire-workers, 
three Serjeants, three corporals, eight bombardiers, 
twenty gunners, sixty-four matrosses,* and two 
drummers — 107 in each company. To Captains 
and Lieutenants the same rates of pay were 
assigned as they receive at this day. The fire- 
workers had three shillings and sixpence. In form 
the clothing resembled that worn by the Infantry 
of the period. The coats were loose and long 
with broad cuffs laced with gold and adorned with 
a superfluity of heavy buttons. The skirts of the 
coats admitted of being folded back in front that 
the leg might be free in marching. Breeches and 
waistcoats were then in vogue, to which gaiters or 
spatterdashes, going above the knee, were added 
on parade or field duty. Three-cornered cocked- 
hate with lace borders surmounted the heads of 
Officers and men. The costume of the latter only 
differed from that of the Officers in the quality of 
the cloth and the substitution of cotton for gold 
lace. Fusils without bayonets were the arms of 
the Officers ; halberds and long swords with brass 
hilts, the weapons of the non-commissioned offi- 
cers. The privates, or matrosses, bore common 
muskets and pouches. The gunners carried staves, 
longer than the halberds, with spear-heads and 
linstocks branching out of them at either side, 
and over their left shoulders hung a powder horn, 
the brass mountings of which were kept highly 

* These appellations were continued in the Army of 
the East India Company to as late a dat« as 1822. 
MatrosB still was the name borne by the priTates^ as 
derlTed from the French moZ-^rM. 



polished. A sword, similar to that of the Serjeants 
and corporals, completed the equipment of each 
gunner. The cocked hats were looped up at the 
left side, so as to leave room for the musket or 
halberd at the shoulder. White cravats and clean 
white shirts, or shirt fronts, constituted the 
remainder of the costume. 

The colour of the coats of the Artillery was, as 
now, dark blue, the facings scarlet ; that of the 
Infantry was red, the facings various. The only 
striking difference in the two branches of the 
Service beyond the colour of the uniform, was in 
the shape of the hat, and the quality of the arms. 
The conical sugar-loaf cap of black or white felt 
was general in the line, and all the men carried 
muskets with bright barrels, for "browning" 
was then unknown. They also wore short swords 
with basket hilts and bayonets. Everything 
about them was cumbrous, and to add to their 
discomfort, each soldier carried, attached to a 
belt from the right shoulder, a broad flapping 
cartouche box. 

The land Forces on the accession of George 11. 
amounted to 17,700 men, but even this small 
number Mr Pulteney endeavoured in the Session 
of 1729, to reduce to 12,000, and he was sus- 
tained in his amendment by "downright Shippen.*' 
The strength of the Minister and the Court party, 
if not the good sense of the House of Commons, 
prevailed, and the vote passed. But the oppod* 
tion was renewed in subsequent Sessions, on the 
feeble ground that a Militia could be relied upon 
in time of need, and at length the Minister, 
annoyed that even Military men should oppose 
the Estimates, obtained the removal of the Duke 
of Bolton and Lord Cobham from the command 
of their respective Regiments. Upon this Lord 
Morpeth moved for a Bill to prevent the removal 
of any Commissioned Officer, not above the rank 
of a Colonel, excepting by the verdict of a Court- 
Martial ; but as this involved a serious inter- 
ference with the Boyal prerogative it failed. 

Sir Bobert Walpole was a determined friend of 
peace— whether because he honestly believed that 
the true interests of Great Britain lay in the 
avoidance of foreign wars, or because, as hia 
enemies alleged, he did not wish that the funds 
which he required for corrupt purposes at home, 
should be diverted to other objects, it is no part 
of the Military historian to discuss. It is sufficient 
to know that during ten years of his administra- 
tion not a single hostile shot was fired. But at 
length the day arrived when the sword had to be 
drawn in vindication of the honour and interests 
of England. In 1737, complaints were made by 
British merchants that the Spaniards had com- 
mitted grievous outrages upon their ships and 
property, on the pretence that the English had 
gathered salt on the Island of Tortugaa, and oat 
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logwood in the Bay of Campeacby. The Govern- 
ment instituted inquiries into the complaints, and 
the issue was that a Oonvention was oondaded 
between Ghreat Britain and Spain, by which the 
latter State bound itself to xaik» reparation, and 
to agree to arrangements for regulating the com- 
merce of British merchants on the American 
coast contigaous to the Spanish possessions. This 
Oonvention created the greatest diBsatisfaction. 
In 1739, the dissa^f action was increased, for 
Spain failed to pay the sam of money agreed upon 
as compensation for the depredations committed 
on British trade, and when it became eridentthat 
a war with Spain was ineritable, a vote was 
obtained for the augmentation of the Army, and 
several Regiments were raised — ^vis., the 42nd, 
43rd, 44th, 45th, 46th, 47th, and 48th, and the 
commands assigned to noblemen who were agree- 
able to Sir Bobert Walpole, the Prime Minister. 
The 42nd was an exception to the rule of political 
favouritism. This OorpSy which was destined to 
become one of the most conspicuous in the Army 
for its gallantry and devotion, was composed 
entirely of Highlanders. After the affair in 
1715, the Qovemment, with the view of identi- 
fying the mountaineers with the rest of the 
people, caused them to be embodied into six com- 
panies, the command of each of which was assigned 
to the chief of a clan, or some distinguished 
landed proprietor sesident in the Highlands. No 
change was made in their costume ; they wore the 
tartan of their respective dans, and this was 
generally of so sombre a hue that they acquired 
the appelktion of " the Black Watch." In the 
performance of the duties assigned to them — that 
of disarming the peasantry, and preventing depre- 
dations on the property of the Lowlanders — ^they 
had behaved so well that the King now deemed 
ihem deserving of the compliment of being 
enrolled in the British line, and put into a cos- 
tume which should combine the Boyal livery 
with their own national garb. The arms given 
to them were- the musket, bayonet, and basket- 
Iiilted sword, and some of the men carried a dirk, 
pistols, and the favourite target or shield. The 
other Be^ments were dressed like the rest of the 
ILdne, the only distinction being the facing or 
TeufTB, originally so called because, when the 
coat-skirts were folded back and the cuffs turned 
.up, they disdosed the colour of the doth or 
0^ge with which the dresses were lined. 



CHAPTER VIL 

The Expedition to Gerthagenm— The Doke of Argyll on 
the State of the Army — The Troops at Minorca — 
Soldiers and Innkeepers-^The Pragmatic Sanction 
Violated — ^War with France and Bavaria on behalf of 
Maria Theresa— The BatUe of Dettingen— The Affair 
at Fontenoy. 

With the object of giring the greatest possible 
annoyance to Spain in those quarters where she 
could be reached by the British Navy several ex- 
peditions were planned, one of which was to be 
directed to Ferrol and another to Ohili and Peru, 
but contrary winds and other accidents delayed 
operations beyond the time when they could be 
serriceable, and they were therefore put aside. A 
third expedition, however, was devised consisting 
of a combination of Naval and Land Forces, the 
latter under the command of Lord Oathcart^ an 
Officer of character and some professional ex- 
perience, and the latter under that of Sir Chaloner 
Ogle. The troops consisted of a large body of 
Marines, a proportion of Artillery, and the 6th, 
15th, 16th, and 86th Begiments of the Line. 
The expedition proceeded to Jamaica; but 
before its arrival at that island Lord Cathcart 
was carried off by an attack of dysentery, and 
the Military command devolved upon General 
Wentworth, an Officer of poor capacity and no 
experience. At Jamaica, Sir Ohaloner Ogle found 
his authority superseded by Vice-Admiral Vernon, 
his senior. The united Squadrons numbered 
twenty-nine ships of the hne, and nearly the same 
number of frigates, gun-boats, fire-ships, &c., 
on board of which were 15,000 seamen and 
12,000 troops — a suffident Force, under good 
management, for the reduction of the Island of 
Ouba, and the interception of the treasure of the 
Spanish West Indies. But the golden opportunity 
was permitted to escape. Delay and irresolution 
caused the time to slip away until the designs of 
the Government were frustrated by the arrival of 
the hot and rainy season and its pestiferous ac- 
companiments. Admiral Vernon, obtaining wood 
and water at Hispaniola, sailed to Oarthi^na and 
laid siege to the place. It was strongly fortified 
and courageously defended. The siege operations 
were conducted with very little skill; but the 
soldiers did aU that courage and endurance could 
effect, and the attadc on Oarthagena was not 
abandoned until 600 true men had been sacrificed 
to the incompetency of their Commander, and the 
want of co-operation between himsdf snd the 
Admiral 8o worthless were the arrangements 
that, while yet before the fortifications, the troops 
were exposed for three days and nights without 
tents or entrenching tools. A subsequent attempt 
on Cuba was equally unfortunate with the fruitless 
attack on Oarthagena. 
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Let us tarn from tlus gloomy passage in tlie 
history of the British Azmy to subjects of a more 
interesting character. 

Independently of the necessity for arming 
the country against Spain there was a probability 
of other complications arising, which would tax 
the Military resources of the State. The occasion 
seemed opportune for examining the condition of 
the Army, and to this point the attention of the 
House of Lords and the public was directed by 
the Duke of Argyll in the Session of 1740. The 
Duke, disgusted with the jobbery and corruption 
of which the Army was naade the victim by Sir 
Bobert Walpole, threw up all the appointments 
which he held under the Grown, and assailed the 
malversations of the Minister in language as 
forcible as it was eloquent. Warm and impetuous 
by nature, and gifted with a remarkable fluency 
of speech, he poured forth a torrent of reproba^ 
tion that was not the less effective because it was 
founded on truth and justice. After referring to 
his own experience, training, and services in the 
field, as giving him a title to be heard, he said 
that he had always been of opinion that it was 
necessaiy to keep up a body of r^ular troops 
with reference to the attitude of neighbouring 
nations. " But, my Lords," said the Duke, " as 
an Army is to be admitted only for the security 
of the State, it should be so regulated that it 
might produce that result— -that it may be useful 
without danger, and protect the people without 
oppressing them. To this end it is indispensably 
necessary that the Military subordination be in- 
variably preserved, and discipline indiscriminately 
exercised without any partisd indulgence in mali- 
cious severity ; that every man be promoted ac- 
cording to his desert, and that Military merit 
alone give any pretension to Military preferment. 
To make the Army yet more useful it ought to be 
under the sole command of one man, exalted 
to the important trust by his known skill, 
courage, justice, and fidelity, and uncontrolled in 
the administration of his province by any other 
authority — a man enabled by his experience to 
distinguish the deserving, and invested with power 
to reward them. * * * It is known equally 
to the highest and meanest Officers that those, who 
have most opportunities of observing Military 
merit have no power of rewarding it^ and there- 
fore every man endeavours to obtain other recom- 
mendations than those of his superiors in the 
Army, and to distinguish himself by other ser- 
vices than attention to his duty and obedienoe to 
his Commanders. • • • Our Generals are 
only Colonels with a higher title, without power 
and without command ; they can neither make 
themselves loved nor feared ; and what discipline 
can be established by men whom those who some- 
times act the farce A obedience know to be only 



phantoms of authority ? * * * No man will 
labour to no purpose, or undergo the fatigue of 
Military vigilance without an adequate motive ; 
no man will endeavour to lessen superfluous duties 
and neglect the easiest road to honour and to 
wealth merely for the sake of encountering diffi- 
culties ; and therefore no man in the Army will 
solicitously apply himself to the duties of his pro- 
fession, of which, when he has learned them, the 
most accurate practice will avail him nothing. 

* * * Nothing is now considered but Parlia* 
mentary interest, nor is any subordination desired 
but in the Supreme Council of the Kingdom. For 
the establishment of this new regulation the 
honours of ev^ profession are prostrated and 
eveiy commission is become merely nominaL To 
gratify the leaders of the Ministerial party the 
most despicable triflers are exalted^ to an authority, 
and those whose want of understanding excludes 
them from any other employment, are selected 
for Military commissions. No sooner have they 
taken possession of their new command, and grati- 
fied, by some act of oppression, the wantonness of 
new authority, but they desert their charges, with 
the formality of demanding a permission to be 
absent, which their Commander dares not deny 
them.* Thus, my Lords, they leave the care of 
the troops and the study of the rules of war to 
those unhappy men who have no other claim to 
elevation than knowledge and bravery, and who» 
for want of relations in Parliament, are condemned 
to linger out their lives at their quarters, amuse 
themselves with recounting their actions and 
sufferings in former wars, and with reading in the 
papers of every post the commissions which are 
bestowed on those who never saw a batUel 

* * • After this manner has the Army 
been modelled — ^it has known no other power 
than that of the Secretary - at - War, who 
directs its motions and fills up every 
vacancy without opposition and without appeaL 

* * * And surely no man could have made 
choice of such wretches as he has done for Mili- 
tary commands but to show that he considers 



* The Btrictnree of ihe Dake of Argyll apon the 
facility with which the Officers appointed to Regimenta by 
the Minister obtained leave of absence from their datiea, 
were fully borne out by the indulgence shown to those who 
were quartered in Minorca. On the 27th of Jannary, 
1742, Lord Sandwich moved a vote of censure on the 
authorities who had permitted fourteen Officers out of the 
nineteen, constituting the total strength, to absent them- 
selves from their duties at a serious juncture. Minorca 
was much exposed to an attack by France or Spain, or 
the States united, as its position oontribnted to the oom- 
mand of the commerce of the Mediterranean. The 
Duke of Aivyll warmly seconded Lord Sandwich's motion, 
but the Minister was too powerful for his honest opponenta, 
and when the question was put to the vote it was lost by 
sixty-nine to fifty-seven, a lai^ge minority for the House 
of Peers constituted as it then was. 
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himself supreme and nnacconntable, for we have 
seen the same animals to-^j cringing behind a 
counter and to-morrow swelling in a Military dress. 
We have seen boys sent from school in despair of 
improvement and entrusted with Military com- 
mand; fools that cannot learn their duty and 
children that oa^ot perform it have been indis- 
criminately p^moted ; the dross of the nation has 
been swept together to compose our new Forces, 
and eyery man who was too stupid or infamous to 
learn or carry on a trade has been placed, by this 
great dispenser of honours, aboye the necessity of 
application or the reach of censure." • • • 

The gallant Duke continued much in the same 
strain to denounce the gross favouritism of Sir 
Bobert Walpole, and to show of how much in- 
justice he had been guilty to the country as well 
as the OfiBcers. In augmenting the Army very 
little pains had been taken to reduce the cost of 
the half-pay. Out of the 250 OfiBcers on half -pay, 
only thirty-six had been brought on the effective 
strength, and to make the Minister's patronage the 
more extensive new Begiments had been raised 
when the same strength could have been obtained 
by simply adding to ^e companies of those already 
existing. 

The Duke of Argyll's speech excited great sur- 
prise and admiration. No one but the Lord 
Chancellor ventured upon a reply, and he. could 
only use a lawyer's special pleading. Lord 
Carteret was greatly struck with the boldness and 
truthfulness of the Duke. " Not only the present 
age," said his Lordship, " but posterity may pos- 
sibly be indebted to the Duke of Argyll for juster 
notions of a Military establishment than had yet 
been attained by those whose profession' obliges 
them to such inquiries.'' 

Posterity, it must be confessed, was a long time 
in practically acknowledging the lessons taught 
by the Duke. Nearly a century elapsed before 
political services ceased to form the foundation of 
a claim to Military preferment. 

The question of the best method of augment- 
ing the land* Forces was debated with some 
earnestness in the House of Commons. Shippen, 
who had made twenty-one anniversary speeches 
against standing Armies, fifteen of which he in- 
geniously admitted had never been seconded — 
made his twenty-second and left the House. Pul- 
teney was more rational He contended for the 
augmentation by companies, not simply because it 
was the more economical course of procedure, but 
because he had been assured by ''one of the 
greatest Generals of the world " that raw troops 
could be disciplined in a short time only by being 
incorporated with those who had already been 
taught their duty, and that with an Army so 
mixed, he would '' think himself able to meet any 
Forces of the same number." 



Li the ensuing Session of Parliament (1741) a 
subject came before the House of Commons wluch 
was at first regarded as too trifling a matter for 
the attention of the Legislature. Its importance, 
however, became the more apparent as the debate 
proceeded — a debate which lasted two days. It 
referred to the billeting of troops on inn-keepers, 
or inn-holders as they were then called. Previous 
Mutiny Acts had provided that soldiers should be 
furnished, when quartered at public-houses, with 
diet and beer for fourpence per diem — apparently 
an adequate sum in those times, but not so dis- 
proportionate to the cost of provisions then as it 
would be now. However, certain country inn- 
holders objected to supply the soldiers at that rate, 
and were equally averse to supply hay and com 
for their horses for eightpence per diem. Some 
disturbances were threatened, and Sir W. Yonge 
brought under the consideration of the House of 
Commons the advisability of amending the law, 
as it was of great importance to keep up a good 
understanding between the people and the sol- 
diery. After an animated discussion, and the in- 
troduction of an amendment which was not car- 
ried. Sir W. Yonge proposed that, as soldiers re- 
ceived but sixpence per day, they should not be 
charged more than fourpence for diet and small 
beer, but that the publicans should be allowed the 
alternative of supplying them with fire, candles, 
vinegar, salt, and five pints of beer or cider gratis 
if the men purchased tbeir victuals themselves. 
This arrangement was agreed to. It was just to 
both parties, for while the inn-keeper was pro- 
tected from any extraordinary loss arising from 
the cost of provisions in excess of what he re- 
ceived from the troops, the men had all the ad- 
vantage of those fiuctuations in the prices of 
bread and meat, which occasionally rendered the 
diurnal fourpence more than was necessary for 
the man's comfortable sustenance. 

Events of startling importance on the Conti- 
nent of Europe indicated that the policy of 
placing the British Army on a war footing was 
not altogether unsound, however anxious a profli- 
gate Minister may have been to strengthen his 
hands by an extension of his Military patronage. 

The Emperor Charles VI. of Germany died at 
Vienna, and was succeeded in his hereditary 
dominions by hb eldest daughter, the Archduchess 
Maria Theresa. In the year 1722, having no 
sons, nor any prospect of becoming the father of 
one, the Emperor had settled the succession on 
his daughter, and obtained the confirmation of the 
Diet and the guarantee of Qreat Britain, France, 
the States-General, and certain other Powers of 
Europe. This settlement was called " The Prag«t 
matic Sanction." The title was not new. In eivU 
law it meant the rescript of the Sovereign to 
some college, order, &o., which had addressed him 
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on matters of interest to their oommonity ; but 
the ' literal interpretation given to the word 
" Pragmatio/' which came from the French, who 
had borrowed it from the Gbeek, was simply 
officumaness, a disposition to be busy and inter- 
meddlesome. Be the appropriateness of the name 
what it might, under its operation it unfortunately 
became the obligation of the British G^OTemment 
to interfere on behalf of the Archduchess. As 
Empress of Austria she was at the same time 
Queen of Hungary. No sooner, however, was the 
breath out of the Emperor*s body than the war- 
like Frederick of Prussia marched into Silesia 
with 20,000 men, and seized upon certain terri- 
tories aUeged to belong to his family, at the same 
time declaring that he did not mean to act in con- 
travention of the Pragmatic Sanction : and to add 
to the troubles of Maria Theresa, the Elector of 
Bavaria refused to acknowledge her Queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia, claiming the Imperial 
diadem himself. The Queen flew to arms : her 
troops met the Prussians at Molwitz and were de- 
feated. The Bavarians attacked her in Bohemia, 
and, as they were supported by the victorious 
Prussians, Olmutz was taken and occupied. These 
events made Prussia rather too poweriul a neigh- 
bour to the Hanoverians to be agreeable to the 
Elector, King George IL of England, and supplied 
His Majesty with an additional motive for yield- 
ing to the call of the Austrian Queen for the 
guaranteed assistance. Danish and Hessian 
troops, on British pay, were ordered to her sup- 
port, and an English Force was encamped and 
prepared for embarkation. 

Affairs now became complicated by the inter- 
ferenoe of the French. Always jealous of the 
Austrians, the French King espoused the preten- 
flions of the Elector of Bavaria, with the design 
of placing him at the head of the Austrian 
Empire, to the exclusion of Maria Theresa. With 
this yiew a French Army was advanced into Ger- 
many to join the Bavarian Prince, while another 
marched upon the Rhine. In the campaign which 
followed, Marshal Saze took Prague, and the 
Elector was proclaimed King of Bohemia. The 
war which ensued was prosecuted with great 
energy and various successes on both sides. 
Prague was recovered from the French, and the 
King of Prussia retired from the contest on 
obtaining the assignment of a large portion of 
Silesia. The Elector of Bavaria, who had assumed 
the Imperial title, was obliged to retire with the 
loss of all his jewels, plate, pictures, treasure, 
and the family archives, and to consent to remain 
neutral during the remainder of the contest. 
France, however, continued in arms against the 
Empress of Austria, and as she felt unequal to 
oope with that power the aid of England was 
invoked. A British Force, 16,000 strong, had 



been sent into the Netherlands to act as circum- 
stances mighi require, and as affairs had reached 
a crisis which rendered its prompt interference 
necessary, the Earl of Stair was appointed to the 
command in 1743, and the King himself, acoom* 
panied by Lord Carteret and the Duke of Gum* 
berland, embarked for the scene of action, the 
rather that a dispute had arisen between the 
King and Frederick of Prussia respecting the 
claim of the former to the Duchy of Saxe 
Lowenberg. 

In the month of February Lord Stair moved 
with his Force to unite with Prince Oharles of 
Lorraine, who was fighting the battles of the 
Empress. In the meantime the French, to the 
number of 60,000, assembled on the Maine. It 
was of the last importance to the comparatively 
small British and Austrian Force, that a junction 
should be formed with some 12,000 Hanoverians 
and Hessians, who had reached Hesse. To pre- 
vent this junction Marshal NoaiUes, the skilful 
Oommander of the French Army, sent 25,000 
men across the Maine under the Due de Gram- 
mont. As the British advanced they found the 
French drawn up in a very good position, with a 
wood on their left, the village of Dettingen on 
their right, and a morass in their centre. The 
enemy had placed batteries on the opposite bank 
*of the Maine, which annoyed the British and their 
Allies on the march, and were feebly replied to 
by the Hanoverian Artillery. At ten a.m. on 
June 18 (O.S.)— a day which later achievements 
rendered memorable in the Military annab of 
England — the French attacked the English with 
their characteristic impetuosity. The battle lasted 
nearly the whole day, and terminated in the 
French being compelled to recroes the river, thus 
enabling the Allies to proceed to Hanse. Very 
severe was the encounter while it lasted. Lord 
Oarteret's despatch descriptive of the engagement 
was curt enough, but there is a volume of letters 
extant which supplied the deficiency in his narra- 
tive. The conduct of the King of Great Britain 
was universally extolled. His Majesty was at the 
head of the second line, but as he was anxious to- 
be personally present in any battle that might 
ensue. Lord Stair manosuvred to delay coming 
into ooUision with the enemy until his arrivaL 
At first His Majesty was mounted, and was much 
exposed to the fire of his enemy. An 0£Scer in 
Lord Albemarle's troop, writing to his wife, said : 
" The King had not rode above a mile towaida 
the French when they began to fire at him from 
a battery of twelve pieces of cannon — ^but, as Ckxl 
would have it, they leveUed too high. I saw 
several baUs go within a yard of his head. Balls 
fiew as thick as hail. All this time he was on- 
covered. The Duke' d' Arenberg urged him to go 
out of danger. He made anawer— ' Don't tell me 



1 743-] 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



39 



of danger — ^I'll be even witH them.' He is cer- 
tainly the boldest man I ever saw." 

The King soon afterwards dismounted and 
headed the Line, sword in hand. He did not 
qnit the saddle a moment too soon, for scarcely 
had he set his foot on the ground, than a cannon 
ball broke the bough of a tree immediately over 
his head. Mr Thackeray writes of the King : 

" Whenever we hear of dapper G^rge at war, 
it is certain that he demeaned himself Hke a little 
man of valour. At Dettingen his horse ran away 
with him, and with difficulty was stopped from 
carrying him into the enemy's lines. The King, 
dismounting from the fiery quadruped, said 
bravely, 'Now, I know I shall not run away/ 
and placed himself at the head of the Foot, drew 
his sword, brandishing it at the whole of the 
French Aimy, and calling out to his own men to 
come on, in bad English, with the most, famous 
pluck and spirit.'* 

It is pleasant to read of such fine examples pf 
cool courage in our Sovereigns. Whether their 
origin be English, Dutch, or German, they have 
invariably comported themselves after a manner 
worthy of the people who have consented to 
recognise their supreme rule. 

The battle of Dettingen was chiefly one of 
resiBtance on the part of the Allies, and was 
highly complimentary to their discipline. The 
toUdarite which has always attracted the admira- 
tion of foreigners was finely exemplified by the 
English Infantry. A soldier of the Boyals 
writes: 

" The Blue Begiment fought desperately, and 
suffered but little. All the General Officers 
declared great satisfaction. The King told us we 
had beaten such great numbers as ruThe to one, 
and for the future we should be more equally 
matched, for he never would have his English 
lads starved ; but turn them out against two to 
one with any Power in Euiope." 

It was remarked, as a proof of bad leadership 
and insufficient drill, that the English Infantry 
were too crowded and much too hasty in their 
fire— a common error with nervous young recruits 
when left to ''independent" firing. But they 
made good use of the bayonet. When the French 
Guirassiers fell upon the 2l8t Boyal N. B. Fusi- 
liers, Sir Andrew Agnew, who commanded them, 
made them fall back from the centre by right and 
left. The Guirassiers, who fancied they had 
broken the line thus got into a lane, and were 
mercilessly bayoneted by the Fusiliers. It was 
with difficulty a remnant of the Oavalry escaped. 
^* Ah I Sir Andrew," said the King good humour- 
edly after the battle, *' the gens d'armes got in 
among you to-day ! " — " Yes, your Majesty, but 
they did not get out again/' was the prompt 
replj. 



A trooper of the Life GKiards, who gave a very 
animated account of the battle, wrote to a friend, 
''Lord Orawford behaved like a 'true son of 
Mars,' for when the enemy charged them in front 
and fiank he rode from right to left, crying, 
' Never fear, my boys, this is fine diversion.* *' 

At length, after six hours of hard fighting, the 
French General retreated across the river ; but 
not until great havoc had been made in his ranks 
by the rush of 3,000 British Gavalry. Barely 
has the value of Gavalry been made more mani- 
fest. The velocity with which the Dragoon 
Guards and Scots Greys charged the retiring foe 
gave them signal advantages. The white standard 
of the French King's household troops, which 
never was taken before, was captured at Dettingen 
by the Greys, ** led by Campbell." "They took 
much pains," wrote a Lieutenant of the Boyals, 
" to be demolished, but escaped best." The 1st 
Boyal Dragoons captured another white standard. 
It belonged to the Mousquetaires Noin, and was 
embroidered with gold, having in the centre a 
bunch of nine arrows tied with a wreath. In the 
confiiot for this prize the lance supporting the 
standard was broken, the Cornet who bore it cut 
down by the serjeant who made the capture. The 
standard had been buckled to the Officer, and he 
was himself buckled to the horse. He was killed, 
but did not fall, and the standard was saturated 
with his blood. Many French prisoners and guns 
were taken, and some thousands of men and 
Officers were slain. The loss of the Allies was 
likewise considerable. General Clayton and 
Colonel Pearce were killed. The Duke of Oum- 
berland was shot in the leg, and *' had," wrote 
Lord Carteret, " a beautiful Turkey horse killed 
under him." Generals Huske and Ligonier and 
Colonel Honeywood were likewise wounded. Lord 
Albemarle and other Officers of rank also lost 
their horses by the shot of the enemy. The 
soldiers had been promised by the King the^ much 
coveted privilege of plunder if they obtained the 
victory. This was a great stimulus to their 
efforts, and no wonder, for we read of troopers 
having the next day as much as 14/. in their 
pockets, yet unable to obtain provisions, though 
completely drenched with a twenty-five-mile 
march in heavy rain. 

The British Begiments present in the remark- 
able and memorable action at Dettingen were the 
Life Guards, the Blues, the 1st and 7th Dragoon 
Guards, the 1st, 2nd, and Srd Dragoons, the 3rd 
and 4th Light Dragoons, the 6th Inniskillings, 
the 7th Hussars, the 3rd Buffs; the 8th, 11th, 
12ih, 13th, and 20th Foot; the 2l8t N.B. Fusi^ 
liers, and the 23rd Boyal Welsh Fusiliers. Lieu- 
tenant Izzard, of the last-named Corps, reported 
that a trooper of the 7th Dragoon Guards, ^who 
had been charged with desertion, having had hi^ 
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boTse killed, applied to tlie Lieutenant for a 
muBket, and bravely fonght on foot with the 
23rd. The Duke of Oumberland gave him a 
Lieutenancy in the Begiment at once. After the 
battle of Dettingen, the King's Army resumed its 
march. New standards were given to the Cavalry 
to replace their tattered guidons, and the old ones 
were presented to the Oomets who had borne 
them so gallantly through the fight. 

Fidelity to the course of Militaiy history 
demands that mention should here be made of 
an episode which rendered 1743 memorable for 
more than the battle of Dettingen. The newly- 
raised 42nd Begiment of Highlanders mutinied 1 
In view to its employment in the Netherlands, 
the Corps was ordered to London, and after being 
reviewed was to have embarked at Gravesend. 
An impression, however, prevailed among the 
men that they were going to the West Indies, 
where so many good soldiers had found graves 
under the Vemons and Wentworths of the day. 
They at once burst out into open mutiny. One 
hundred of their number deserted, and went the 
road to Scotland, chased by squadrons of Wade's 
Horse and ChnrchilVs Dragoons ; they surrendered 
and returned to their colours ; but punishment of 
such flagrant insubordination was indispensable, 
and three of the number were tried and shot. 
The rest of the mutineers were drafted to un- 
popular service in the Colonies, and the Begiment, 
having received an accession of recruits, was 
despatched in the first instance to the Nether- 
lands, and subsequently to Germany, where it 
laid the foundation of that fame, which has 
acquired greater brilliancy with every occasion 
that has offered for the display of courage, 
discipline, and loyalty. 

Another incident fruitful of future advantage 
to the country claims record here. The Boyal 
Academy for the education of Officers intended 
for the Artillery was established at Woolwich in 
3741 by the Duke of Montague, then Master- 
General of the Ordnance. The value of the 
institution has been attested in the distinguished 
service rendered to the country by the ahunniy 
many of whom attained high rank, and by their 
excellent judgment and scientific acquirements, 
as well as by their intrepidity, conduced to the 
capture of numerous strongholds, turned the tide 
of victory in action, or enlarged the field of 
geographical discovery. The names of Alexander 
Dickson, Daores, Boss, Chesney, and Strangeways, 
will be for ever embalmed in the affectionate 
recollection of Englishmen who take pride in 
the Military history of their land. 

There is a dim page in the chronicles of the 
Army which truth and candour demand should 
not be passed over — the less so that the record is 
of so rare a character. 'A British Army was de- 



feated by a superior French Force, at Fontenoy on 
April 30, 1745. Marshal Saxe was laying siege 
to Toumay, which Marlborough had, it will be 
remembered, taken from the French. To relieve 
the town the Duke of Cumberland marched on- 
wards with his whole Force, which had now been 
strengthened by the acoession of the 34th and 
42nd Begiments. To the Dutch troops had been 
assigned the duty of attacking the village of 
Fontenoy, where the enemy were posted in some 
strength. Upon the British devolved the task of 
assailing the French Battalions drawn up to pro- 
tect the besiegers. The British reached ttieir 
ground late on the evening of April 29. Fatigued 
as they were, however, they were obliged to pass 
the whole night under arms, " daunted neither by 
the strong position nor superior numbers of the 
enemy, but full of that calm self-reliance, that 
unboastful resolution, which are scarce ever found 
wanting in British soldiers." ,'* They have, truly, 
indeed," continues Lord Mahon, from whose 
history we quote, '< that fear-naught feeling 
ascribed to them by a General who had often led 
them forward in former wars. When, in 1714, 
Lord Cobham and General Stanhope went to- 
gether on an embassy to Vienna, a body of 10,000 
excellent Cavalry — deemed the best in Europe — 
was reviewed before them by Prince Eugene, who, 
turning to Stanhope, asked him ' if he ' thought 
that any 10,000 British Horse could beat those 
Austrians.* 'I cannot tell. Sir,' answered the 
General, ' whether they could or not, but I know 
that 5,000 would try.' " * 

On the morning of April 30 the battle began. 
After a brief contest in front of the village at 
Fontenoy the Dutch gave way. This contretemps 
left the brunt of the engagement to be borne by 
the British, who were now exposed to a galling 
cross fire which thinned their ranks and rendered 
victory hopeless. Generals Campbell and Pon- 
Bouhj had been kUled. The " Black Watch " 
distingubhed itself at Fontenoy by a mode of 
warfare which, at the time, surprised both friend 
and foe, but. has since become a recognised 
manoeuvre where Infantry are much exposed to 
the fire of Artillery. Unable to get at the French 
Infantry, who were strongly entrenched, and 
therefore incapable of using their broadswords 
with effect, the 42nd Highlanders, after marching 
to the ground to the music of their own bagjHpes, 
to take up a position, fired a volley, and then 
" clapped down at full length on the sod to let 
the shot pass over them." The only exception to 
the prone attitude was the Colonel, Sir Bobert 
Monro, who was so fat and unwieldy that, had he 
lain down, it would have required a lever to lift 

* This ftDecdote has been ascribed to so many persons 
at different times, tbat Lord Mahon peiformed a serviot 
in tracing it to ita real source. 
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him tip again. He brarely stood by tHe colours 
during the storm of shot, and miraculously 
escaped unharmed. 

' After the battle of Fontenoy the war lan- 
guished in Europe, only two affairs occurring^-one 
at Boncavx, and the other notably at Vol on the 
Netherlands frontier, — ^to afford the British Dra- 
goons any chance of reaping distinction. The 
Peace of Aix-la-Ohapelle brought the war to a 
dose, and the Begiments returned home. 



OHAPTEB VIIL 

French Measorea in behalf of the Pretender— The InTa- 
sion— The Battle of Preatonpans— Colonel Giirdin?r 
— ^Troops Return from the Netherlanda -The Review 
at Finchley-The Pretender Retreats— The Fight at 
Clifton Moor— The Battle of Falkirk— The Pretender 
Takes Stirling Caatle — The Duke of Onmberland 
Aasnmes the Command of the Army — The Battle of 
*CuIloden — Crneltiea — Flight of the Pretender — 
Changes in Military Costome— Corporal Punishment 
Introdoeed. 

We have arrired at a period of our history 
which almost borders on the romantic ; less, how- 
ever, from the operations of the Army itself than 
from the circumstances by which they were sur- 
rounded. 

Although upwards of a quarter of a century 
bad elapsed since the battle of Sheriffmuir, 
intrigue was still rife among certain Scottish 
noblemen and Highland Lairds to restore the 
Stuart dynasty ; and in this they received abun- 
dance of encouragement from the French Monarch. 
The efforts of the British Government to reconcile 
the Scotch to the House of Hanover had only been 
partially successful. Between the malcontents, 
who had not been softened by grants, privileges, 
or office, and the many Caledonians who cherished 
an hereditary and undying love for the exiled 
Prince, there was a party sufficiently numerous to 
afford encouragement to any renewed attempt to 
place the son of James IL upon the British throne. 
But " James IH." was getting old prematurely, 
and had incapacitated himself, by an indolent and 
luxurious course of life in France, for the toil aQd 
hardship necessarily incidental to a hostile invasion 
of England. In his youthful son, however, there 
was a substitute for himself, who would be in- 
finitely more popular, because he had no antece- 
dents to contend against, and was moreover 
gifted with many qusiLities calculated to engage 
the affections of those with whom he might come 
into contact. It was accordingly del^ermined that 
this youth, Charles Edward, should make a 
descent on England while the bulk of the Army 
was engaged in Germany and the Netherlands. 
In furtherance of this object the French King, in 



1743, caused an expedition to be prepared, con- 
sisting of 15,000 men, under Marshal Saxe, and a 
large Fleet to be assembled at Brest, Boulogne, 
Calais, and Dunkirk, which sailed in January, 

1744, under the command of Admiral Boque- 
feuille. The English Government, obtaining in- 
formation of this movement, despatched Sir John 
Norris with a Squadron to intercept the French. 
The King met his Parliament, and claimed its 
sdd. Parliament and the people of the south were 
unanimous in their loyalty. Money and troops 
were voted — ^the Militia assembled in Kent. Lord 
Stair, who had got out of favour, was reappointed 
Commander-in-Chief, and troops were recalled from 
Flanders. But Boquefeuille's expedition mis- 
carried. The elements co-operated with Sir John 
Norrb, and the French Fleet was driven back, 
while many of the transports were either totally 
wrecked or seriously damaged. 

To check such mad expeditions in future, Par- 
liament passed an Act declaring all persons who 
should correspond with the Pretender's sons, and 
even the posterity of such persons while the sons 
lived, liable to impeachment for high treason. 
But even this measure was insufficient to control 
the restless ambition of the ** Toung Chevalier," 
or destroy the hopes of the Scottish nobility who 
clung to his fortunes. In 1745 he daringly em- 
barked for Scotland with a few adventurous 
friends — ^was joined by a French man-of-war, and 
driven back by an English ship of the line-— again 
ventured forth, and at length landed on one of the 
western isles, whence he proceeded into the heart 
of the country. In a very short time he was 
joined by hundreds of devoted mountaineers, and 
established a camp near Inverness. 

The British GK)vemment, which* hitherto had 
been inert, was now alive to a sense of the danger 
which threatened the peace of the country. Sir 
John Cope, who commanded in Scotland, '* woke 
up," * and, after some manoeuvring and useless 
marching, proceeded towards Edinburgh, and on 
the 20th of September reached Prestonpans. In 
the meanwhile the " Young Chevalier " had esta- 
blished himself en prince at Holyrood House, pro- 
claimed his father " King," and published a mani- 
festo in which the Chevalier de St George de- 
clared the son Begent of the kingdom. By this 
time he had contrived to muster some 5,000 or 
6,000 men, and moved out to meet the English* 
Sir John Cope had but 3,000 Begulars. Never- 
theless, Colonel Gardiner, of the 13 th Light Dra- 
goons, urged the policy of taking the initiative. 
Sir John, on the other hand, preferred acting on 
the defensive. Ho was not permitted to deliberate 
long. Early on the morning of the 21st Septem- 

* The ballad song, ** Hey Johny Oope are ye wanking 
yet^" was not t&e least popular among the many effusions 
of the Jacobite minstrela. 
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ber down came tlie fierce Highlanders en masse. 
They fired a volley, threw away their mosketb, 
and, with characteristic impetaosity, charged the 
British with claymore and target. Astonished at 
the audacity of the onslaught^ and incapable of 
offering resistance, the Artillery gave way. The 
13th and 14th Dragoons, all tired as they were 
with the long march of the previoos day, and a 
night of tedioos watching, came to the rescne. 
Overpowered in their turn, they turned their 
backs on the hardy mountaineers. Oolonel Gar- 
diner, who was wounded in the breast, after a vain 
effort to rally his men, joined some Infantry, and 
endeavoured to stem the Highland tide. With a 
rare, undaunted heroism, he was encouraging them 
to resistance, when a Highlander cut at him with 
• scythe and disabled his sword arm. Others in- 
stantly surronnded and assailed him. His horse 
was slain, and he, unable to defend himself, fell 
pierced with wounds. The Infantry now broke 
and fledy and the deroute became general. Pres- 
tonpans was a victory to the Pretender. 

Two hours after the battle Oolonel Gardiner, 
still breathing, was found by one of his servants, 
and carried to Tranent Ghurch, whence he was 
borne to the residence of the Minister, and ex- 
pired in a few hours. 

Oolonel Gardiner was one of those Officers, 
unhappily too rare at all times, but especially so 
in the last century, who combined a pure 
Ohristianity with professional earnestness. iSrom 
early youth he had paid great attention to his reli- 
gious duties, and he proved throughout his brilliant 
career that simple piety was not incompatible with 
Military zeal and thorough loyalty. On the night 
preceding the unfortunate affair at Prestonpans, 
being with his Begiment near his own family 
dwelling, he caused four of his servants to join 
him, and dismissing them at three o'clock on the 
following morning, with exhortations to comport 
themselves loyally, he spent his time in private 
devotions until the trumpet called him to head 
his Begiment. Sir Walter Scott, after describing 
the personal attractions of this brave and good 
man, justly wrote, " in calm heroism he has never 
been excelled;" and Dr Doddridge has conse- 
crated many pages of 'The Ohristian Biography* 
to a detail of Ghurdiner^s virtuous career. The 
British Army is truly honoured in such soldiers. 
. Unable to follow up his victory by advancing 
to the south, the " Young Ohevalier " returned to 
Holyrood, and beleaguered Edinburgh Oastle. 
Success had followed his enterprise, and he rapidly 
received accessions of troops, friends, money, and 
■tores. The British Government availed itself of 
the pause to assemble Forces for the purpose of 
crushing the rebellion. The Begiments sent for 
had arrived from the Netherlands, and the King 
held a review on Finchley common. The war 



for the Austrian succession bad thini^^ the ranks 
considerably, so much so that, when His Majesty 
saw the 3rd Dragoons, he asked the Oolonel 
(General Bland) whose Begiment it was, and 
where the rest of the men were. " Please your 
^jesty," said the General, "it is the remnant of 
my Begiment. I believe the residue is at T)etUn^ 
gen.'* Brief repose was allowed the troops for 
recuperation, and they were hurried to the north 
under Field-Marshal Wade, a brave but vain Offi- 
cer, with plenty of experience and little natural 
capacity. The weather was cold ; the rain fell 
heavily ; yet in spite of the inclemency of the 
season and the wretched state of the roads, the 
2nd Dragoon Ghiards marched 100 miles in three 
'days. 

Flushed with success, and materially improved 
in resources, the "Toung Ohevalier" now advanced 
rapidly into Ehigland. At Oarlisle he was received 
with much circumstance, and his father was pro- 
claimed King. He then moved into the heart of 
the country, and reached Derby almost unopposed. 
He had been reinforced, and, further encouraged 
with promises of French troops, he fully ex- 
pected that, in accordance with the reports he 
had received, and the promises made to him, ho 
would have been joined by a considerable number 
of the English. In this he was egregiously dis- 
appointed. Very few, indeed, gave him their 
adhesion, and they were only such as bigotry of 
political prindple blinded to consequences, or 
whose broken fortunes induced them to hazard all 
on a risk so desperate. When Scott's " Baron of 
Bradwardine *' was asked his opinion of the 
Ohevalier's followers, he drily said, after taking a 
long pinch of snuff, '* that he could not but have 
an excellent opinion of them, since they resembled 
precisely the followers who attached themselves 
to good King David at the Gave of Adullam; 
mdelicety every one that was in distress, and every 
one that was in debt, and every one that was dis- 
contented, which the vulgate renders bitter of 
soul.'' 

By the time the Pretender reaped Derby, all 
England was up against him, and it became very 
evident to his Officers and himself, that it would be 
folly to attempt to penetrate further south. There 
were two Armies coming upon him from the 
north. At a Oouncil of War, held on December 
6, a retreat to Scotland was resolved upon. It 
was supposed that the bitter weather, which 
Highlanders dared with indifference, would 
impede the movements of an enemy unaccus- 
tomed to marching and fighting in the depth of 
a severe winter. But the ^rebels were not the 
only foes of England who had formed an erroneous 
estimate of the determined character of British 
soldiers. Nothing can restrain their ardour when 
well led -and well fed. Forward went the Dra- 



1746] 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



43 



goons and Infantry. The Cheralier pushed on, 
and to the hononr of his Highland followers he 
H recorded, that, though sorely pinched with 
hunger, cold, and fatigae, and often needing shel- 
ter, they offered no violenoe to the people of the 
country, neither plandering nor molesting them 
on their roate. They were serving a " generous, 
ooarteous, and nohle-minded adyenturer, and they 
seemed to emulate his generosity and forbearance." 
The Oheralier had got as far as Clifton Moor, 
three miles from Penrith, on the southern borders 
of Cumberland, when his Highlanders were over- 
taken by the Dragoons and other troops com- 
manded by General Hawley. As the horses were 
too much worn out by long marches in the snow 
to be useful in a charge, the 3rd Light Dragoons 
dismounted as soon as they met the rebels, and, 
firing a volley, retired* The Highlanders, mistak- 
ing this movement for a retreat, rushed upon 
them. The Dragoons turned upon them with 
their broadswords, and a combat ensued, which 
more resembled the fights of the olden time when 
gunpowder was unknown, and individual skill and 
prowess determined the issue of a conflict. The 
Highlanders were in this instance more than a 
match for the troopers. In the hand-to-hand 
encounter they laid about with their claymores 
with unwonted ferocity, cleaving the steel caps 
of the Dragoons, and then drawing their daggers 
npon them. The Dragoons persevered with the 
obstinacy of old and loyal soldiers, but were ulti- 
mately obliged to relinquish the contest. The 
Chevalier then moved into Scotland, and laid 
nege to Stirling Oastle. (General Hawley pro- 
ceeded thither to relieve the castle, and by January 
13, 1746, had reached Linlithgow. On the fol- 
lowing day he had assembled his entire Force at 
Falkirk. Acting upon their uniform tactic of 
assuming the offendve, the rebels marched out of 
their camp at Bannockbum in two columns ; 
but so infatuated was Hawley, a conceited Officer, 
who conunitted the grand mistake oi- undervalu- 
ing his opponent, that he did not operate against 
the enemy until they had taken up a commanding 
position, within three miles of his camp. Hawley 
directed the Cavalry and Infantry to dislodge 
them from an eminence they occupied. lagonier, 
the Colonel of the 18th Dragoons, an excellent 
Officer, headed the attack, and so vigorously was 
it made that it broke the first line of the rebels. 
The second Hne, however, was impenetrable. 
Nothing could stand against the broadsword of 
the infuriated Highlanders. Slashing away with 
ungovernable fury, these intrepid men turned 
back the torrent, and, aided by the heavy rain and 
wind, which beat in the faces of their antagonirts, 
ultimately drove them from the field. SirBobert 
Monro and Colonel Whitney were numbered with 
the dead, and Colonel lagonier died a few days 



after of fatigue and cold. The Begulars returned 
at once to Edinburgh, leaving behind them their 
baggage, their tents, and artillery. 

The success at Falkirk threw a faint and set* 
ting gloom over the arms of the Chevalier. The 
Duke of Cumberland, fresh from the Continent,, 
where he had earned large experience of war, now 
succeeded to the command of the British Army, 
and was sent by the King to extinguish the rebel- 
lion. Unlike Wade, Cope, or Hawley, he moved 
with rapidity and decision. His appearance im- 
parted confidence to the troops. EUs character, no 
less than his professional attainments, made him 
a favourite with Officers and men. It was adorned 
by considerable virtues. His honesty of purpose, 
and his adherence to his promises, his unwearied 
activity and high personal courage, gave him a 
title to esteem. To these qualities he added great 
Military capacity, in an age which, in England at 
least, was singularly barren of Military merit. 

Hastening to the north, His Royal Highness 
proceeded to invest Carlisle, on the 2l8t of De- 
cember, and in a week after he had sat down be- 
fore the town it surrendered. He sent the gar- 
rison prisoners to different jails in the Northern 
counties, and then advanced towards Edinburgh, 
where he found himself at the head of fourteen 
Battalions of Infantry, two Begiments of Dra- 
goons, and 1,200 Highlanders. The Dutch troops 
had been reduced by the States-Qeneral, for fear 
of giving offence to '* His Most Christian Majesty,** 
and 6,000 Hessians took their places. Witii this 
Army the Duke retook possession of Stirling 
Castle, whence he marohed to Aberdeen. 

The popularity of the " Young Chevalier " had 
undergone no abatement. He was idolised by the 
Scotch. Their lives, their fortunes, they cheer- 
fully staked to see ''Prince Charlie " on the throne 
of his ancestors, and if spirit-stirring songs, re- 
plete with bitter satire levelled at his opponents, 
could have ensured his success, the Hanoverian 
dynasty had been expelled. And most assuredly 
the conduct of the " Toung Chevalier,'* from the 
hour of his arrival, afforded an excuse for their 
attachment, if it could not palliate their dis- 
loyalty to the reigning house. His honkommie, 
his accessibility, and lus unflinching courage were 
so entirely the attributes of the Chiefs c^ dans, 
that the conm&onest people looked upon him as 
one of themselves in an exalted podtion. 

It was near the middle of February before the 
Duke of Cumberland could establish himself at 
Aberdeen. Here he was joined by the Duke of 
Gordon, the EarUof Findlater and Aberdeen, and 
several Lairds of influence and distinction, and re* 
cruited his stores and magazines. But he was not 
long left in doubt as to any course of operations 
it might be prudent tc pursue. Receiving infor- 
mation that the young Pretender, with thousands 
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of blue bonnets, was on bis way from Inver- | 
ness, the Duke hurried thither to meet him. 
On the 12th of April he passed the river Spey, 
the passage of which deep and rapid stream 
was not, as he expected it would be, dis- 
puted by the Highland Army. At N&ime the 
Duke learned that the Cheyalier was at 
Gulloden, nine miles distant. It was the 
intention of the CheTalier to have snrprised 
the English camp, and to this end he marched 
his Force towards Nsdme on the night of 
the 15th of ApnL From some mismanagement 
the troops did not get near to their point of at- 
tack early enough to afiPord any chance of the 
successful execution of the enterprise. Footsore, 
wearied, and hungered, they retraced . their steps, 
and cast themselves on Oulloden heath, or moor, 
to seek repose. Short time had they to recruit 
their strength and collect provisions. The Duke 
of Cumberland marched towards Gulloden on the 
morning of the 16th of April, and, ooming in 
sight of the Highlanders, formed his Army in 
three lines. The Highlanders did not number 
above 4,000 men, with a few pieces of artillery, 
with the use of which they were but imperfectly 
acquainted. The English were infinitely stronger 
in all arms. After some cannonading on both 
sides, the Highland gentlemen placed themselves 
in the van, and, following the mode of attack 
which had achieved such successful results at 
Preston pans and Falkirk, threw themselves upon 
the Britbh Infantry, who received them with 
their bayonets. Brief and bloody was the battle 
which ensued. Both sides fought with desperation. 
The Duke's first line being disordered by the elan 
of the clans, the Battalions of the second line 
came up to its support, and these being further 
sustained by Hawley's Dragoons, the Highlanders 
relinquished the contest, after losing some hun- 
dreds of their comrades, and the Chevalier 
retired from the field, utterly ruined and heart- 
broken. 

This memorable battle, which entirely extin- 
guished the hopes of the Jacobites, was highly 
creditable to the generalship of the Duke of 
Cumberland, and the troops engaged in the close 
encounter. The 4th Foot, which was the first 
Begiment to endure the shock of the daring 
mountaineers, stood its ground so firmly and 
manfully, that there was not a bayonet in 
the Begiment that was not either bloody or 
bent! Happy had it been for the reputation- 
of the Duke and the soldiery, if the former 
had put a humane construction upon lus duty, 
and restrained the savage vengeance of the 
latter. Not satisfied with the slaughter of up- 
wards of one thousand of the rebels, while their 
own loss was only three hundred and ten killed 
and wounded, the troops fell upon the stragglers 



and fugitives, giving no quarter * excepting to a 
few considerately reserved for public executioiL 
"No care or compassion was shown to the 
wounded, — nay more, on the following day most 
of these were put to death in oold blood, with a 
cruelty which, perhaps, never before or since has 
disgraced a British Army. Some were dragged 
from the thickets or cabins where they had sought 
refuge, drawn oat in line and shot, while others 
were despatched by the soldiers with the stocks of 
their muskets. One farm building, into which 
some twenty disabled Highlanders had crawled, 
was deliberately set on fire next day and burnt 
with them to the ground." The noble historian 
from whose Icuninons pages we have quoted, in 
preference to paraphrasing the horrible tale, goes 
on, "The Duke of Cumberland soon fixed his 
head quarters near Fort Augustus, in the very 
centre of the insurgent districts. It would have 
been a task welcome to most Generals, and not 
unbecoming in any, to have tempered justice with 
mercy — to have punished the Chiefs, but to have 
spar^ and conciliated the people at large. Not 
%uch, however, was the Duke's opinion of his duty. 
Every kind of horror and outrage was not only 
permitted but encouraged. Military licence usurped 
the place of law, and a fierce and exasperated sol- 
diery were at onoe judge, jury, and executioner." 
It cannot be a subject of wonder that the con- 
duct of the Duke of Cumberland earned for him 
the unenviable soubriquet of "the Butcher." 
Considering that he was only twenty-five years of 
age at the time he stained his green laurels with 
a hideous carnage, it might reasonably have been 
conjectured that the generosity common to youth 
would have induced a more merciful treatment of 
the foe; but the Duke was obviously cast in a 
different mould to that which Nature provides for 
the manufacture pf Englishmen ; or possibly he 
was pricked on to acts of vengeance by the recol- 
lection of the defeats of Hawley, Ghiidiner, and 
Sir John Cope. The Duke's conduct after Cal- 
loden was consistent, persistent, and " thorough." 
His implied doctrine was that every Scotchman 
who wore a kilt was a Jacobite ; and when Dun- 
can Forbes ventured to remonstrate against the 
massacres, outrages, and burnings taking place by 
the Duke*s orders indiscriminately against such 
Highlanders as the> Sutherland and the Campbell 
men, who were Whigs, and against the Cainerona 
and the Erasers, who were Jacobites. His Boyal 
Highness is reported to have said, with a smile, 
that all plaids to him seemed tarred with the 
same brush. 

* Qaarter.— This phrase " giving quarter" origiaatee 
in an agreement between the Dntoh and Spanianla, tbak 
the ranBom of an Officer or soldier should be one qoarm 
of his pay for a given time. Henoe to beg qnarler mas 
to offer a qoarter of the pay for aafeftj. 
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When soldiers know tbat history is a stem and 
impartial judge of their misdeeds, they will be 
careful not to promote its censures by wanton ex- 
cesses. Happily, the progress of education, the 
spread of the Gospel, and the refinements of civili- 
sation, reaching to the humblest classes, have dif- 
fused gentleness and humanity among those who 
compose the ranks of the Army, and Officers have 
learnt, that even excess of zeal scarcely furnishes 
an excuse among the British public for with- 
holding mercy from offending foes. Hence, there 
is little reason to apprehend that at any future 
time, retribution will be permitted to take the 
savage form which tarnished the victory at Oul- 
loden and perpetuated the popular sympathy for 
those who fell in the service of the Pretender. 

To commemorate the victory at Gulloden, the 
King caused a medal to be struck and worn by 
the soldiery. The idea of presenting these dis- 
tinctive marks of approbation seems to have 
originated during the reign of Charles the First, 
who presented to certain of his soldiers a medal, 
bearing his image on both sides and withput any 
superscription, as a badge of good conduct. The 
Parliamentary Generals followed suit, and chro- 
nicled their victories over the Boyal troops by 
issuing medals bearing mottoes which curiously 
illustrate the manner of men they were. In 1645, 
probably after the battle of Naseby, Fairfax gave 
one to his Army bearing in the centre of the 
reverse one strong word of recommendation, 
''MeruistL" The Earl of Essex, falling more 
readily into the tone of the age, surrounds his 
coarse, heavy-looking face with the words, '^ The 
■word of the Lord and of Gideon." And Crom- 
well immortalises the battle of Dunbar by a medal 
having on the obverse his likeness, superscribed 
(perhaps intended as a sly double entendre), 
" The Lord of Hosts." The Naval authorities of 
that day seem to have been more chary with their 
medals, and less ready with their Scripture, than 
the Military Commanders. For only one amongst 
the many Naval engagements was one awarded, 
and that was the fierce battle between the Fleets 
of Monk and Van Tromp, memorable for the 
English Admiral's inhuman order to give no 
quarter to the enemy, the death of the gallant 
Dutchman, and the almost miraculous salvation 
of Blake's old ship from destruction by fire. The 
latter incident is the one represented on the 
reverse of the medal, the '' Triumph." Half a 
century later another was issued to the hero of 
perhaps the most gallant deed performed even in 
that age of gallant deeds, when England assumed 
the supremacy of the sea during the succeeding 
reigns. Li 1708, with a Squadron of only three 
ships of the line and three frigates. Captain 
Lampriere succeeded in capturing forty-three 
French merchant-men and three shipe-of-war 



that were their escort, "on their own coast." 
Well did he earn the motto on the reverse of the 
medal presented to him by Queen Anne, " True 
to my trust." The medal given for the battle of 
CuUoden is the first which bears an- allegorical 
design : on the obverse is the effigy of the vic- 
torious General, with the single woid " Cumber- 
land " above it ; and on the reverse is a naked 
figure leaning on a bow, from which he has just 
shot a fatal arrow into the head of a dragon, at 
which he points: ''Actum est ilicet periit" 
supplies the meaning. 

Of the " Young Chevalier " himself, it is un- 
necessary to say more than that, after wandering 
over the country, suffering great hardship, and 
incurring innumerable risks from the vigilance of 
the troops and authorities- empowered to arrest 
him, he contrived to escape to France. To the 
honour of the Scotch people, be it said, that no 
temptation induced them to swerve from their 
fidelity to the Chevalier's cause. The very poorest 
among them disdained a bribe which should comp 
promise their sense of honour.* 

Among the minor affairs of the Army in the 
year 1746 may be mentioned the issue of a War- 
rant, introducing certain changes in the appoint- 
ments and instruments of different ranks. In the 
Cavalry, drummers and hautboy players were 
substituted for trumpeters ; carbines were returned 
into store, and mudcets and bayonets given out. 
At the same time, the flask string was removed 
from the front belt. Gold lace and embroidery 
now distinguished the Officers from the non-com- 
missioned and privates, and a crimson silk sash» 
worn as at present over the left shoulder, was 
brought into use. Quartermasters wore the sash 
round their waists. Serjeants had cotton sashes. 
The pay underwent some modification — ^that of 
Lieutenant-Colonel of Dragoons was fixed at nine 
shillings per diem ; that of Major at five shil- 
lings ; Quartermasters drew five shillings per diem 
for themselves and a horse. 

Somewhat later, after the whole of the troops 
had returned to England from Scotland and 
the Netherlands, many important changes were 
made in the costume of the Army. The Com- 
manders who served in Germany had not only 
conceived a high respect for the Military talents 
of King Frederick of Prussia, but likewise for his 
eccentric and parsimonious ideas on the subject of 

* A namber of the Highland Offioen who had followed 
the fortunes of the Pretender, on being obliged to leave 
^ their Native country, entered into the French Service and 
were there formed into a distinct Regiment. In one of 
the battles which subsequently took place, they claimed 
the post of honour, and, advancing in front of vthe Army, 
they bravely bore the hottest fire, until they were mown 
down by the enemy's cannon. The Frenchmen, on 
beholding such a noble exhibition, universally exclaimed, 
*' UnefoU getUUhomme, (m/^omrt gentilhomme !*' 
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dress. So the BritisH soldier wan victimised tliat 
his appearance might assimilate with that of the 
conquerors of Silesia. The wide skirts of the 
coats were now clipped and pruned, until nothing 
was left hut the lopg swallow tail, resembling in 
form, though not in eyen its limited amplitude, 
that of a modem dress or court coat^— the large 
waistcoats, which were a comfort to the men and 
Officers in winter, were remoyed altogether — ^the 
wide breeches, resembling the Knickerbockers, 
were reduced to close fitting nether garments of 
white cloth, which were kept clean with dirty 
pipe-day^ the sugar-loaf cap became general, and 
the Bamilies tie was superseded by pig-tails or 
clabbed-tailB — ^formed by turning up the back 
hair into a knob, and securing it with a leather 
strap. 

The leisure of peace afforded time for the con- 
sideration of the discipline of the Army, as well 
as its attire, and the conclusion was arrived at, 
that due subordination in the ranks was only to 
be assured by the introduction of corporal punish- 
ment. At first the rattan — ^the common instru- 
ment of chastisement in the Prussian Army of 
the day — ^waa employed to control the British 
floldier; but the cat-o'-nine tails having been 
introduced into the Navy, it was only deemed fair 
that the Army should likewise have the advan- 
tage of that singular weapon of discipline, and for 
120 years it continued to be used with various 
degrees of severity. 



OHAPTEB IX. 

Peacefal MoMures — The " Horse Gaards **— Becom- 
menoement of Hoetilities in 1765 ~The Opening of the 
. Seven Years' War — Expedition against Fort Dn Qaesne 
— Braddook Defeated — The Defence of Minorca — 
Capitnlation of the Garrison— Magnanimona Conduct 
of the Dno de Richelieu — French Bombast — Parlia- 
mentary Proceedings — Half-pay Officers — Court- 
Martial Oaths — The Office of Captain-General — 
Military Pensions— The 89fch Foot in India. 

After six years of constant occupation in dif- 
ferent quarters, a little repose was as agreeable to 
the Army as it was necessary to its efiSdency. None 
of the troops could fairly be called veterans. They 
had for the most part been hastily recruited, and 
almost immediately afterwards sent abroad to 
fight against the trained and well-commanded 
Armies of warlike France or the hardy clans of 
Western Scotland. If they had thereby become 
inured to the hardships of a campaign, their 
discipline, on the other hand, had suffered to a 
certain extent, and their arms, clothing, and 
accoutrements sadly needed repair or renewaL 

The first measure adopted by the Government 
to meet the untiring demand of the House of 



Commons for economy was to effect certain reduc- 
tions in the Active Force ; the Life Ghiards were 
(in 1746) shorn of two troops, and three Cavaliy 
Begiments, distingipsfaed «i "the horse" <^ 
certain Officers of rank, were converted into 
Dragoon Ghiards on reduced pay. 

Naval operations monopolised what little gloij 
was obtainable in 1747 and 1748, Itx we may 
pass over in silence the ineffective expeditions 
against L'Orient and Quiberon in the former year, 
albeit the 1st Battalion of the Boyals, the 28th 
and the 42nd Highlanders did their duty satia- 
factorily ; and also the defence of Fort Sandberg, 
an outwork of Hulst» and the repulse of the 
French at Welshandon, when the troops were 
embarking after the proclamation of peace. 

In the year 1751, a Warrant was issued for the 
regulation of the clothing, appointments, stand- 
ards, and guidons of the Begiments of Oavalry and 
Infantry. The Dragoons were ordered to wear 
aiguillettes. The previous year had been ^lis- 
tinguished in Military history by the occupation 
of the new building in Whitehall, now known as 
" The Horse Ghiards," where Military punctuality 
was for many years illustrated by the extraordinary 
regularity of the dock by which it is surmounted. 
The old building had been occupied as the guard- 
room of the Life and Horse Gbenadier Guards, 
whence the title still borne ; though the diief 
part of the edifice is appropriated to the offices 
of the Commander-in-Chief and Staff. It is 
recorded that S^ing G^ige H. made his first 
entry into the park, through " the gramd arch- 
way** of the Horse Guards, on the 4th of 
November, 1750. 

Four years now rolled away undistingruished by 
any events which called forth the energies of the 
Anny, or afforded scope for the talent of its efta/^. 
England had few garrisons abroad — few possessions 
which needed Military protection— and as trade 
advanced, and the people prospered, the national 
finances began to recover from the pressure of the 
disturbances abroad and at home, between 1739 
and 1745. But this halcyon state of things was 
not permitted to last. France, the stereotyped 
aggressor, again furnished provocation to war, and 
the year 1755 saw England once more arming to 
punish her insults. The causes of the strife, which 
thenceforward tried the mettle of the Militaiy and 
Naval powers of England and France, may be 
briefly stated. 

The Indian trade in America had drawn many 
persons to the interior of the great Western Con- 
tinent, and a company of merchants and planters 
obtained a charter for a tract of land, lying east 
of the Alleghany Mountains, and near the river 
Ohio. The French, who had long been established 
in the northern part of America, laid claim to 
this part of the country, drove away the settlers^ 
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and built a fort, which they named Da Qaesne, 
in compliment to an eminent Commander. Thia 
fort commanded the entrance to the disputed 
oountiy, and of course became a grievance and an 
obstruction in the eyes of the English settlers. 
Bemonstrances, addressed by the authorities in 
Ghreat Britain to the French Government^ were 
unavailing ; and, to add fuel to the flame, some 
disputes arose between the two nations respect- 
ing Nova Scotia. 

To destroy or take possession of Fort Da 
Quesne, (General Braddock was sent to America 
with a small force. We had not then learnt that 
true economy consists in ensuring the success of 
any enterprise by preferring an excess of the ne- 
bessaiy means aud appliances to a limitation of 
the conjectural maximum. General Braddock 
had had no experience of war in a responsible 
position. His services had been confined to a 
campaign or two in a subordinate capacity. He 
had little acquaintance with strategy : knew no- 
thing of warfare in a forest country. Consequently 
he omitted to take the necessary precaution on 
his advance, and was therefore surprised, attacked, 
and defeated. In that unfortunate affair Brad- 
dock himself and Sir Peter Halket, the second in 
command, were killed. The loss was altogether 
very heavy. Sixty-four OflScers out of eighty-five, 
and nearly half the men, originally 1,200 in 
number, were sacrificed. George Washington, 
who ultimately became the President of the first 
American Bepublic, was on Braddock*8 Staff, and 
capable, from hia knowledge of the country and 
Indian forms of warfare, of affording excellent 
advice and valuable assistance; but Braddock 
disdained counsel. He believed that courage 
alone was needful to ensure success in war, and 
he paid dearly for his temerity. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Monckton was entrusted 
with the operations against the French forts in 
Nova Scotia while these disasters were occurring. 
More fortunate than Braddock, he took all the 
forts, disarmed the French inhabitants, and thus 
obtained security for the settlers. 

It was not deemed necessary to make any great 
additions to the Army in 1755. A light troop 
(the 7th) was added to each Regiment of Dragoons, 
as their heavy horses, so effective in a charge, 
were useless on such light work as outpost duty, 
videttes, pursuits, attacks on Infantry and re- 
treating Artillery ; and this was all in the way of 
augmentation* that was effected in the year ; but 
in the following year, when war had been formally 

* It may here be mentioned incidentally, that at this 
time' non-commiiiaioned offloera were for the first time 
appointed to the Life Goarde. The minor details of duty 
wore, nntil this date, performed by private gentlemen, 
called right-ktmd men^ who were now called Qoarter- 
raasters and Corporals 4f Horse. 



declared, a great many Begiments were ordered to 
raise second Battalions. This measure had be- 
come the more necessary, for the French had 
made extensive arrangements for a descent upon 
England, probably to prevent the exportation of 
troops to the Colonies. No time was lost in 
forming camps at different assailable points of the 
United Kingdom, and auxiliary troops were 
obtained from Hesse and Hanover. 

As the French Commander in Northern America 
was evidently bent upon aggressive measures 
against the British possessions in that quarter, the 
17th, 42nd, 46th Begiments, and 2nd Battalion 
of the 60th Begiment were sent to New York, 
whence they moved up to Albany. 

The first incident of the war, which now com- 
menced with great earnestness on both sides, and 
which was destined to last for sevbh tkabs, was 
the capture of the Island of Minorca by the 
French. That island was considered, from its 
position, a material auxiliary to (Hbraltar in giving 
its possessors a command of the Mediterranean, 
a^d should have been guarded with extraordinary 
vigilance alike in peace and war tunes. Coveted 
as it was by the French, the Covemment of 
England was under a double obligation to keep 
the garrison effective, and the communication un- 
interrupted. But security begat supineness. An 
octogenarian General was placed in command; 
numerous OflScers were continually on leave of 
absence ; and the Fleet was at a distance. 

Aware of the comparatively helpless condition 
of Minorca, the French equipped an immense 
Fleet at Toulon, for the avowed capture of the 
island, as soon as war had been declared, and em- 
barking 16,000 men wiih a large park of siege 
artillery and stores, under Marshal the Due de 
Bichelieu, looked forward hopefully to the conquest. 

As soon as General Blakeney received intima- 
tion of the designs of the enemy, he exerted him- 
self as vigorously as his great age (82) would 
permit, to pla6e the castle of St PhiHp, which 
protected Port Mahon, the accessible harbour of 
Minorca, in a proper state of defence. The gar- 
rison consisted of • the 4th, 2drd, 24th, and d4th 
Begiments, and a detachment of Artillery — 8,880 
men in aU. Major Cunningham, the engineer, 
had been wrongfully superseded, and was at the 
time at Nice ; but as soon as the imminence of 
the danger to which Minorca was exposed became 
apparent to him, he forgot his wrongs and 
hastened to the island. Under his active superin- 
tendence everything was done that professional 
skill could suggest to render 8t Philip secure. He 
took with him a quantity of timber for the 
repair of the platforms on the bastions, which he 
knew to be in a very dilapidated condition. He 
caused the houses in the vicinity of the fort, 
which appeared likely to afford cover to an 
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enemy, to be removed, and erected fresb batteries 
at every point whence besiegers could be molested. 
Genend Blakeney was indefatigable in bis efforts 
to provision the garrison. He caused roads and 
bridges to be destroyed, and all the cattle that 
couM be procured to be driven into the fortress. 
He encouraged and inspired everybody by his 
example, old as he was. He endeavoured to pre- 
vail upon the people of Minorca to take refuge 
within the walls of the fortress, but the Boman 
Catholic Priests, who were in the interests of 
France, dissuaded them from that proceeding, 
assuring them that they would be protected by 
the enemy. General Blakeney knew that it would 
be impossible to hold out for any great length of 
time against a large and well-appointed Force, 
but he fully expected to be relieved by a Fleet 
under Admiral Byng, destined to act against the 
French, before the siege should be so far advanced 
as to render resistance hopeless. 

On April 13, the French Fleet sailed from 
Toulon, and in five days arrived before Oitadella 
in the island of Minorca. Not a moment was 
lost in landing the troops, and taking possession 
of all the defenceless places. Ground was soon 
broken by the Sappers, and a few batteries esta- 
blished to annoy the garrison, and cover the work- 
ing parties. The approaches were made very 
slowly, for the ground was hard and rocky, and 
the Engineers were continually interrupted by the 
cannonading from the fort. But the energy of 
the besiegers triumphed over all obstacles, and 
their batteries at length commanded every part of 
8t Philip. The garrison was untiring in working 
the guns, and keeping up a continuous fire on 
the French. General Blakeney never changed his 
clothes by night or day, but was ever on the ram- 
parts or at hand to give instructions and receive 
reports. So little repose could be allowed the 
gunners, that many of them fell asleep, from 
riieer exhaustion, in the midst of heavy cannon- 
ades. Upwards of 500 were prostrated by sick- 
ness and fatigue, and obliged to go into the hos- 
pital At first each working man was allowed a 
pint of wine per day — this was gradually dimi- 
nished to half-a-pint, and when the wine was ex- 
hausted, a glass of brandy was the utmost that 
could be given to sustain the spirits and the 
strength of the besieged. From April 18 until 
June 24, the siege went on, and by the latter date 
there were no fewer than eighty-four pieces of 
cannon playing on the citadel of Port Mahon, 
from twelve batteries, and the greater portion of 
this formidable artillery consisted of twenty-four 
pounders and twenty-two mortars. 

When the defences had been nearly ruined by 
the fire of the French, a suspension of arms 
took place for the purpose of burying the dead. 
The besiegers took advantage of Uie lull to 



strengthen the lodgments they had made by 
addii^ many more to them. They also got into 
some subterranean works, and prepared to lay 
mines. On the termination of tiie brief armis- 
tice, the Due de Bichelieu gave ordera for the 
simultaneous storming of several batteries by 
strong detachments of chosen Grenadiera. The 
attack was made with the impetuosity peculiar to 
the French. JBn avant! a la vicioire! were 
shouted above the roll of the drums. Vigorous 
and determined was the resistance— not a man 
was absent from the walls. Even the sick and 
wounded left the hospital to take part in the 
defence, but the whole number of defenders was 
now reduced to 2,760 men. The Anstruther and 
Ax^ll batteries were taken by the enemy. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Jeffereys was made prisoner ; Major 
Cunningham received a disabling wound on the 
hand. Lieutenant Whitehead was killed, and many 
brave soldiers fell at the breaches. General 
Blakeney, seeing that further op][K>8ition was fruit- 
less, now called a Council of War, and as the works 
were ruined, and the enemy were still in great and 
overwhelming force, and there was no sign of 
Byng's Fleet, it was resolved that the garrison 
should capitulate. The Buc de Bichelieu received 
the capitulation gracefully, and did himself honour 
in showing the utmost consideration to the brave 
Blakeney and his devoted garrison. The second 
article of the capitulation, which was of course 
drawn up by the besieged, ran thus : 

" That all the honours of war shall be granted 
the garrison on their surrender, such as, to march 
out with their firelocks on their shoaldera, drums 
beating, ooloura fiying, twenty-four charges for 
each man, match lighted, four pieces of cannon, 
and two mortars, with twenty charges for each 
piece, a covered waggon for the Governor, and 
four others for the garrison, which shall not be 
searched on any pretence.'* 

Considering how entirely the garrison were in 
the hands of the enemy, this was rather a bold 
demand, but General Blakeney had not miscalcu- 
lated the generosity of the Due de Bichelieu. 
The reply of that Officer to the second article was 
conceived in a fine spirit of chivaliy ; it said : 

'* The noble and vigorous defence which the 
English have made, having deserved all the marks 
of esteem and veneration that every Military per- 
son ought to show to such actions ; and Marechal 
Bichelieu being desirous also to show General 
Blakeney the regard due to the brave defence be 
had made, grants to the garrison all the honoun 
of war that they can enjoy under the circumstances 
of their going out for an embarkation, to wit, 
firelocks on their shouldera, drums beating, coloun 
fiyii^gi twenty cartouches to each man, and also 
lighted match : he consents likewise that Lien- 
tenant-General Blakeney and his garrison shall 
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carry away all the effects tliat still belong to 
them, and that can be put into trunks. It would 
be useless to them to have coTered waggons; 
there are none in the island, therefore they are 
refused." 

Haying been embarked in French yessek, the 
garrison proceeded to Gibraltar. 

Much indignation was expressed in England 
that Ikfinorca should have been permitted to fall 
into the hands of the French. Admiral Byng 
was tried by Court-Martial for not going to the 
relief of the island, * and bringing the Fleet of 
the enemy into action ; and although a good de- 
fence was made out for him, and the Oourt 
strongly recommended him to mercy, after passing 
the only decree left to them by the Articles of 
War, the Admiral was shot to death. Lieu- 
tenant-General Fowke, who commanded at Gib- 
raltar, was dismissed the Army and deprived of 
his Begiment (the 14th Foot) after half a cen- 
tury of service, for disobeying the orders of the 
8ecretary-at-War, and failing to send a timely re- 
inforcement to Minorca. It appears that, on the 
receipt of his orders, the veteran General called a 
Council of wax^— one of those stt^id Oouncils 
which Marlborough always deprecated, and never 
would call — and yielding to its advice, he failed 
in his duty at a critical juncture. The sentence 
of the Court limited the General's punishment to 
suspension for a few months ; but the King was 
advised to remove him from the Army altogether. 
On the other hand, honours were bestowed on 
Blakeney. He was raised to a peerage and re- 
ceived the Order of the Bath, while the people 
greeted him everywhere with acclamations. The 
Colonelcy of a Begiment was conferred on lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Jeffereys, and Major Cunning- 
ham received a Captaincy of the Guards, which 
carried with it the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

If the feeling in Great Britain on the fall of 
Minorca was one of concern and mortification, in 
France the delight of the monarch and people 
reached a ridiculous pitch of enthusiasm. If all 
England had been conquered they could not have 
indulged in more extravagant boasts. The King 
wrote a gasconading letter to the Archbishop of 
Paris, oidering Te Deum to be sung in the Church 
of Notre Dame. "The English Squadron," 
wrote Louis XV., " was repulsed by mine. Mar^ 
chal de Bichelien, in consequence of a disposition, 
as boldly contrived, as it was to be rapid in the 
execution, at last gave French valour its full 
scope ; and when the enemy trusted to the strength 
of their ramparts, my troops carried the outworks 
by assault. Terror did the reti" 

General Blakeney and " terror " were not iden- 
tical in the estimation of De Bichelien, but the 
phrase rounded a point. The French writers of 
the time were equally insolent with their monarch. 



In the preface to an aocomit of the siege, one of 
these persons says : 

" La moderation du Boi avoit 6i6 pouss^ k 
bout par des insultes et des hostility intol^rables ; 
il etait temps que la France montrait k ces orgueil- 
leux insulaires qu'on ne I'offense point impun6- 
ment, et qu'elle redoubtait aussi pen leurs cita- 
delles ambulantes que la formidable colonne qu'ils 
lui opposerent dans les Champs de Fontenoy.'* 

Hundreds of odes, vers de circonatance, pas- 
quinades, anthems, effusions of all sorts, gave 
employment to the pens of poets and poetasters, 
and even the genius of Voltaire did not disdain 
to pay homage to the Due de Bichelien. The 
reproduction of Voltaire's poem, will not be un- 
pleasing to English readers, who can appreciate 
the chivalry of the Duke. 

** Cost rarement que dans Paris, 
Parmi lea festiDs et les ris 
On demele un grand caracUre : 
Le Prejug^ ne con^oit pas ' 

Que celui qai M;att Tart de plaire 
Sache aussi sauver les Etats : 
Le grand homme <^ohape* au Vnlgatre 
Mais lorsqn' aux champs de Fontenoy 
II sert sa Patrie et son Roi ; 
Quand sa main des peuples de Gdnes 
Defend les jours et rompt les ohaines, 
Lorsqn* aussi prompt que les Eclairs 
n cbasse les Tjrans des mers 
Des mnrs de Minorque opprim^ 
Alors cenx qui Tout m<$oonDus 
En parlent oomme son arm^e ; 
Chaoun dit — je Tavois prtfvfi. 
Le snccte fait la renomm^e — 
Homme aimable— illustre guerrier ! 
En tout temps I'honnear de la France^ 
Triompbez de TAnglois allier 
De Tenvie et de rignoraooe— 
Je se s^ai si dans Port Mahon, 
Vons trouverez on statuaire, 
Mais vons n*en avez pins afiFairo. 
Voos allez graver votre nom 
Snr les debris de I'Angleterre ; 
II seroit b^ni ohez Vlh4n 
Et cheri dans ma Nation. 
Des deux Richelieus snr la terre^ 
Les exploits seront admir^ ; 
Deja tons deux sont compares, 
£t Ton ne aait qui Ton pr^^re-^ 
Le Cardinal afiFermissait 
En partageant le rang snprdme 
D*un maitre que le haissait — 
Vous vengez on Roi qni vons aime. 
Le Cardinal fat pins puissant 
Et m6me nn pea trop redonbtable— 
Vous ne paroissez bien pins grand 
Puisqne vons ^tes plus aimable.** 

The last two lines were so thoroughly deserved, 
that we can forgive the reference to the ruin of 
England, the tyranny practised on the Minorcans, 
and the claims of the Oenoese. Poetical flights 
are conventionally entitled to indulgence. 

In England, the Muse found consolation in 

* The orthography of the time is purposely preserved. 
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doleM oompositioiiB, one of which, ^Minorca: 
a Tragedy,*^ would almost appear to hare fur- 
niahed Sheridan with the turgid speeches put into 
the mouth of the Earl of Leicester, in The Griiic. 

As it had become a rule with the House of 
Commons that a new Mutiny Bill should be pre- 
sented every year, occasion was invariably -taken 
to discuss Military questions, more or less affected 
by its provisions, and to introduce such changes as 
experience had shown to be necessary. 

In 1749, a new clause, making Hiedf-pay Offi- 
cers amenable to Courts-Martial, gave rise to 
much difference of opinion. It was looked 
upon as highly dangerous to the constitution to 
augment the number of Officers, dependent on 
the pleasure of the Crown, and make them amen- 
able to Military law. They had relinquished, for 
the time being, the profession of their adoption, 
and having become free citizens^ were only re- 
sponsible to the civil law. Mr Pitt (afterwards 
Lord Chatham), then Paymaster-Qeneral of the 
Forces, took the opposite view of the question. 
" What danger," he asked, '' can happen, by 
obliging a Half-pay Officer to continue upon the 
Military establishment ? It is admitted, on all 
hands, that while be is on full pay, he must 
employ his time, his study, and even his sword, as 
his superiors shall direct. There may possibly be 
danger in this ; but it never can happen till the 
direction becomes wicked, nor prevented but by 
the virtue of the Army. It is to that virtue we, 
even at this time, trust, small as our Army is ; it 
is to that virtue we must have trusted had this , 
Bill been modelled as its warmest opposers could 
have wished ; and without this virtue, should the 
Lords, the Commons, and the people of England 
entrench themselves behind parchment up to the 
teeth, the sword will find a passage to the vitals 
of the constitution.*' 

On the presentation of the Mutiny Bill for 
' 1750, it was debated whether the members of a 
Court-Martial ought to be obliged to take an oath 
of secrecy as to their votes. The argument in its 
favour rested on the apprehension, that if an 
Officer were tempted to disclose the opinion of any 
fellow member of a Court, he would place that 
individual in a very unhappy position, and cause 
dissension to arise in the Army. Moreover, if 
Officers felt they were not safe in the delivery of 
an honest verdict, they would seek pretexts for 
avoiding Court-Martial duty, or be deterred, when 
sitting in judgment upon another, from the ex- 
pression of an opinion that might be turned to 
their disadvantage at any future period. The 
upshot of the debate was, to require the oath of 
Beci<ecy from an Officer, excepting when he was 
called upon to give evidence on the subject of a 
Court-Martial before a Court of Judicature. Be 
was then absolved from the obligations of his 



oath. Touching the same Bill, it was enacted in 
1 750, .that no sentence pronounced by a Court- 
Martial, and signed by the President, should be 
more than once liable to reviuon. 

In 1751 a debate took place in the House of 
Commons on the vote for the pay of the General 
and Staff Officers. Lord Egmont, supported by 
the Whig party, endeavoured, on this occasion, 
to procure the abolition of the office of Captain- 
Oeneral, then held by the Duke of Cumberland. 
It was feared by the popular Members of the 
House that too much power was placed in the 
hands of the Duke, and that, as he was much 
bebved by the Army, and had no great affection 
for the Prince of Wales, he might turn hb in- 
fluence to dangerous account in disputing the 
succession. These sentiments had found tolerably 
open expression in the previous Session, when the 
propriety of establishing a Regency during the 
minority of the Prince, supposing him to survive 
the King, was discussed. Lord Egmont took 
nothing by his motion, which was rejected by a 
majority of 205 to 88. Party strife at this 
period had lost some of its virulence, and the 
unanimity of the Members during the entire 
Session of 1751 was " wonderful." 

In 1752 a Bill was introduced to the House of 
Commons for extending the usefulness of the 
Militia, but at the third reading, owing to the 
adjournment of the House, it was lost. In 1755 
nervous apprehensions of a French invasion led to 
an increase of the standing Army, which was 
further augmented in 1756 by 49,749 men. Still 
the Commons considered a Militia Force of 
62,000 men essential, and passed a Bill accordingly. 
But it was thrown out by the House of Lords, in 
spite of the wishes of the Ministry, because Lord 
Chancellor Hardwicke contended that it would, if 
passed, endanger the prerogative of the Crown in 
many wajrs. 

The hardships to which the out-pensionen of 
Chelsea College were exposed by ^he method in 
force of paying their pensions led Mr Pitt to bring 
the subject before the House of Commons in 
1754. According to the then existing law, no 
part of the pension was paid until the man had 
been admitted for one year. He was consequently 
thrown into the hands of usurious money-lenders, 
who appropriated a large portion of the pension 
as interest on advances. To remedy this crael 
evil, Mr Pitt procured the sanction of the Hooae 
to an alteration in the mode of payment, and 
thereafter it was decreed that every pensioner 
should, on his admission, receive in advance sack 
proportion of the pension as should be equal to 
the remaining number of days of the current half 
year then unexpired, and afterwards be paid the 
pension in advance by regular half-yearly paj* 
ments. . 
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AltHoagh two oentaries and a-lialf had elapsed 
mnoe a trjule was opened with the East Indies, 
and the English had been in possession of f ao- 
tories for a large portion of. the time, it had never 
been deemed necessary to send any Regular troops 
to India. In 1662, however. Sir Abraham Ship- 
man was sent with 500 Artillery and Infantry to 
take possession of Bombay as part of the dowry of 
the Infanta of Portugal, whom Charles IL had 
espoused. But the Portuguese Viceroy refused 
to surrender the neighbouring possessions of 
Salsette, Bassein, te., and Shipman having no 
authority to accept of the limited tender sailed 
away to the island of Angee Diva^ twelve leagues 
from Qoa, where he landed the troops he had 
taken with him. Two yean later, the Portuguese 
offered such terms as the English could accept. 
An Officer, named Oooke — an Ensign —therefore 
landed at Bombay as Oovemor and Commandant, 
with the Infantry Begiment left behind by Ship- 
man, and now reduced, from the effects of climate, 
privation, and exposure, to 119 rank and file. 
This was the nucleus of that European B^ment 
which was for nearly two centuries known as the 
Bombay Begiment, and now occupies a place in 
the Queen's 'Army List' as the lOdrd Boyal 
Bombay Fusiliers. To this Corps, consequently, 
belongs, of right, the proud title of Primtu in 
Indis; but as it was not part of the Boyal Army 
when the despatch of Begular troops to India 
became necessary, its daims were forgotten or 
passed over in favour of the 39 th Dorsetshire 
Foot. Let justice, however, be done to its deserts. 
In 1668, the Crown having granted the island of 
Bombay to the East India Company, and em- 
powered that Company to raise and keep a Mili- 
tary Force, the Begiment became the " Bombay 
European Infantry," although there was scarcely 
a soldier in its ranks that was not a Topaj89 — ^a 
Portuguese, or half-caste of Portuguese descent — 
called by the Natives topassea, because they wore 
top&^ or hatf . Becruiting from the merchants' 
ships and in England in a very few years rendered 
the Begiment perfectly European, and it did good 
service in defending the factories and other pro- 
perty of the East India Company from the attacks 
of the Natives in 1747, '48, and '49. Old 
chronicles speak of its gallantry in the defence of 
Guddalore (Fort St David) in 1748, in the opera- 
tions under Admiral Boecawen, and the siege of 
Davicottah, 1749. 

But the services of one small European Begi- 
ment were now insufficient for the security of tiie 
]KOperty of the East India Company. Circum- 
stances had arisen by 1754 which rendered it of 
large importance that more troops should be 
despatched for the protection of the factories, an j 
especially of such as were established on theCoro- 
mandel Coast* The s^ection devolved on the 



89 th Foot, which Corps was immediately embarked 
for Madras. Fort St George, the citadel of 
Madras, was in the possession of the English, and 
was one of the most important positions for the 
protection of their trade. The French had esta- 
blished themselves upon the same coast, and their 
head quarters were at Pondicherry. M. Dupleiz, 
the French Governor, had trained some hundreds 
of the Natives to become soldiers, after the 
European fashion, and, at the period of which 
this history now treats, he was sufficiently for- 
midable to be of use to one of the Native 
Princes in a struggle for monarchical supremacy. 
There were two competitors for the Native musnud 
(or throne) in the Camatic, as that part of the 
peninsula of India was termed, and as one of these 
had afforded protection to the English, and had, 
in their estimation, the best claims to the suc- 
cession, his cause was warmly espoused by Major 
Lawrence and Captain Clive, th^ Officers in the 
Service of the East India Company. Thus the 
French and English were brought into collision, 
and through the energy and skill of the latter 
their protege was triumphant. The French 
Power, however, was numerically superior to that 
of their antagonists, and Dupleix's ambition was 
of so restless a character that it was evident he 
would, unless checked in time, ultimately become 
too formidable for his rivals. Hence an acces- 
sion of English troops became of great importance 
to preserve what had been acquired by the East 
India Company, and to impart soli^ty to the 
position of the Nawab of Arcot, as the suc- 
cessful Chief was 'called. The reader will 
find in Lord Macaulay's Essays on the Lives 
of Lord Clive and Warren Hastings, so suc- 
cinct and graphic an account of all the 
operations attendant upon the struggles of the 
French and English, until the latter had firmly 
planted themselves as rulers of a large portion of 
the Empire of India, that it is needless here to 
say more than that the 3 9th Foot, who bear on 
their colours the inscription, Frimus in Indda^ 
were of great utility to Clive and Lawrence in 
the measures they adopted in the interests of the 
English Company. Two hundred and fifty men 
and Officers of Uie Begiment, under Captain Eyre 
Coote, who afterwards acquired great celebrity as 
a General Officer, assisted Clive in capturing Fort 
Hooghly, and investing Chandemagore, and they 
wound up their services on the plains of Plassey 
in 1757. The battle of Plassey may be said to 
have laid the foundation of the British Empire in 
India. It was the Nemesis which avenged the 
atrocity of the Black Hole massacre— one of the 
darkest pages in Indian history. Suraj-ood- 
Dowlah, the Nawab of Bengal, was assailed by 
Colonel Clive in the groves of Plassey (of which, 
by the way, not a vestige now remains, owing to 
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the iniinclations of the Lower Ganges) and 
totally routed, losing his throne, and soon after- 
wards his life. The Nawab had an immense 
Irregular Army. Olive's Force did not number 
1,500 men. But Gliye's guns were well served, 
and his Infantry used the bayonet deftly. As the 
victor he dictated terms which asserted British 
supremacy. Subsequently, several actions were 
fought with the French Forces in the Oamatic, 
on the coast of Goromandel, and on the banks of 
the Hooghly, in which the English were in- 
variably successful. In several of these the Bom* 
bay European Begiment had a conspicuous share, 
and, therefore, the 103rd bears upon its colours 
"Plassey," "Buxar," •'Oamatic," and "Mysore." 
Other distinctions it enjoys, to which reference 
will be made in a later page. In the absence of 
the detachment of the 39th in Bengal, the re- 
mainder of the Begiment was reaping distinction 
in the Oamatic 



OHAPTEB X. 

The Oonqnett of Oanada Resolved npon — Denpetoh of sn 
Expedition under the Earl of Londoan — Taking of 
Loaisbourg, Oape Breton — The new Battalions become 
Regiments — Operations against St Malo, Cherbourg, 
and St Oas— Repulse at Ticonderoga— The Battle of 
Minden — Lord Qeorge Saokville's Conduct and Trials 
Guadaloupe Taken— The Capture of Quebeo-^Death of 
Wolfe and Montcalm — ^Niagara taken — Death of Qeorgb 11. 

It was as evident now to- the British public as 
to the Government, that if the war was to be pro- 
secuted against France, with any hopes of success, 
large Forces would be necessary, and competent 
leaders — ^men who could supply by their genius 
the deficiencies of their professional education and 
the absence of experience. An expedition against 
Louisbourg, the stronghold of Oape Breton, in the 
Gulf of St Lawrence, had to be abandoned in 
1757, because the great strength of the enemy, 
as much as the advanced period of the season, 
rendered its capture impracticable. The Isle of 
Aix was indeed taken in the same year, but the 
conquest by the Navy was so easy that there was 
no occasion to land the troops. Nothing more 
was accomplished in the entire year. In point of 
fact, the authorities saw that nothing could be 
undertaken without adequate armaments. France 
maintained a threatening attitude in America and 
on her own coasts ; indeed, nothing less was now 
in her contemplation than an invasion of England. 

The following year (1758) exhibited symptoms 
of vigour. The Earl of Loudoun was sent to 
Kova Scotia to operate effectually against Oape 
Breton. With him went the 1st Boyals, the 1 7th, 
27th, 28th, 4drd, 46th, 53rd, and 56th 



ments. To conquer Oanada and drive cut the 
French was the grand object of attainment, and 
the capture of Louisbourg was the necessary 
preliminary. 

Lord Loudoun was superseded before operations 
commenced. To General Amherst was assigned 
the important duty of striking the first blow. His 
measures were weU planned, and he was happy in 
his coadjutors, Naval as well as Military. The 
concurrence was fortunate, for the French had for- 
tified themselves very strongly, and were much 
assisted by Nature in the protection of their for- 
tress. The rolling surf rendered it difiScult for the 
British to effect a landing, and several attempts 
were made without success. At length, the 
weather having moderated sufficiently to encourage 
the General in another effort, he Erected that a 
landing should be forced on the 8th of June, 1758. 
The troops were in three Divisions. Brigadier- 
General James Wolfe commanded the Grenadiers 
and Light Infantry, and the 42nd Highland Begi- 
ment. Brigadier Lawrence had the 15th. 22nd, 
35th, 45th, and the 2nd Battalion of a Local Oorps, 
called "The Boyal Americans." The Brigade, 
under Oolonel Whitmore, consbted of the 1st 
Boyals, the 17th, 47th, 48th, and 58th Begiments, 
the 3rd Battalion of the Boyal Americans, and a 
park of artillery. It was a strong and well-equipped 
Force, and performed its duty admirably. The 
surf ran high as the boats with Wolfe's Brigade 
approached the shore. The enemy reserved their 
tire until the British were near enough to feel its 
effects, and then poured in a destructive volley. 
Every shot told. Undismayed by this reception, 
the Begiments advanced to th^ attack. Following 
the heroic example of their daring chief, Wolfe, 
they leaped into the water, and, wading on shore, 
soon formed upon the beach. Then, with mar- 
vellous celerity, they dashed at the enemy, and 
drove him from his position at the point of the 
bayonet. In the meanwhile the boats returned to 
the ships and brought away the rest of the troops. 
Scarcely had the whole Force been landed, when 
a violent storm arose, and was followed by so 
much bad weather, that General Amherst was 
much impeded in his parallels and approaches. 
By dint of perseverance, however, the works were 
pushed forward, and by the second week in July 
all was in readiness for an assault. On the 9th of 
the month the French made a sortie, which was 
gallantly repulsed. The young Earl of Dun-* 
donald was killed in the. melee, Louisbourg was 
then attacked by the Fleet, under Admiral Bos^ 
oa wen,. and the Army combined. The French at 
once capitulated. 

Immediately after this operation General Wolfe 
was despatched with a considerable part of the 
Army and seven sail of the line, under Sir 0. 
Hardy, to attempt the capture of Quebec. 
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The fall of Lonisboarg occasioned as macb de- 
light in England, and as much distress in France, 
as the fall of Minorca had yielded opposite effects. 
Among the trophies of the conquest of Cape Bre- 
ton were eloFen pairs of colours, which were 
deposited with much public formality in St Paul's 
Cathedral, after Captain Amherst, the Aide-de- 
Camp of the General, who took the news of the 
capture to England, had displayed them before 
the eyes of the oyerjoyed King. Wolfe's name was 
* in everybody's mouth. His intrepidity in leading 
the attack in the face of difficulties was the theme 
of universal praise. Court jealousy, in the person 
of the Duke of Newcastle, endeavoured to rob 
him of some of the prestige attaching to his 
gallantly. "He is mad, your Majesty ! " was the 
observation of this detractor, in the hearing of 
t he King. " Is he I " rejoined the Monarch ; " then 
I wish I had a few more such mad Qenerals in my 
Army ! " 

This (1758) was a busy year. Contempora- 
neously with the successes in America, the British 
were on foot in Germany. To render triumph 
over the arms of France the more secure, fifteen 
of the second Battalions were converted into Begi- 
ments, and numbered successively the 61st to &e 
75th inclusive ; and a considerable body of troops 
was despatched to co-operate with Hanoverians 
and Hessians, in rescuing the Electorate of 
Hanover from the French. With the farther 
view of keeping the French Army employed, and 
preventing an increase of its efficient strength 
in (Germany, and the contemplated descent on 
England, expeditions were fitted out against St 
Malo and Cherbourg, on the French coast. At 
St Malo the stores, ]][iagazines, and shipping of 
the enemy were destroyed. The Fleet returned 
fo Portland Boad to refit and replenish stores, 
and then went back to Cherbourg for the purpose 
of effecting its reduction. The troops were com- 
manded by General Bligh. The Grenadiers* and 
Foot Guards, under Major-Generals Mostyn and 
Drury, made good their landing in spite of heavy 
opposition, and, after a brief but severe contest, 
Cherbourg was taken. 

It had been well if General Bligh had been 
content with these successes. But he sought a 
more full-leafed wreath of glory, and it had been 
suggested to him that the capture of St Malo 

* For very many years the right and left Companies of 
every Line Regiment were Grenadiers and Light Infanti^. 
These were detached when the Regiments were acting in 
brigades, and formed into distinct corps for the occasion J 
To the Grenadiers were assigned the forlorn-hope duties, 
and the van of aasanlts generally before fortified places. 
The Light Companies skirmished for the whole Army, 
or covered the advance of the Line. The "British 
Grenadiers " became sufilciently popalar to form the bar- 
then of a song, set to a tone which is constantly played to 
this honr as a qnick-step. 



itself would be ^ suitable climax to the snoeess of 
his enterprise. In his absence at Cherbourg, 
however, the French had used much diligence in 
repairing the damage which the (General had 
inflicted on his previous visit ; and the Commander 
of the Fleet intimated to Bligh, after he had 
landed his troops in the Bay of St Lunaire, that 
he could afiFord him no assistance. The channels 
conducting to St Malo were very difficult to navi- 
gate by vessels of large burthen, and so well 
protected by. heavy Artillery^ that the Fleet would 
have been seriouely imperilled in its co-operation. 
A Council of War accordingly decreed that the troops 
should re-embark in the Bay of St Cas, at a distance 
of nine or ten miles below westward, and that the 
Army, while passing over the jnterval, should 
console the General for his disappointment at St 
Malo, by attacking the villages which lay scattered 
between the two bays. Ukonwne propose^ et Busu 
dispose. General Bligh found little difficulty in 
destroying a couple of hamlets, and inflicting 
injury upon the poor inhabitants, but experienced 
a check as soon as he approached St Cas. A 
powerful entrenchment had been thrown up by 
the enemy, to prevent the embarkation of the 
English, and the Duke d*Aiguiller had advanced 
from Brest, with a well-equipped reinforcement^ 
to within six miles of the British camp. Another 
point of embarkation was therefore selected, and 
had General Bligh permitted himself to be 
governed by the dictates of prudence, all might 
have gone on smoothly enough. A Marlborough 
would have put his troops on board silently, 
under cover of the night. A Bligh preferred a 
more demonstrative course. At two o'clock in 
the morning, he broke up his camp by beat of 
drum I The French could not have desired a 
more serviceable signal than the generals. Their 
Commander immediately put them in motion, and 
they were soon upon the heels of the British. To 
intercept their approach. General Drury, who 
was superintending the embarkation, detached a 
portion of the (henadiers and 3rd Foot Guards; 
and this movement, aided by the guns of the 
Fleet, enabled three-fourths of the troops to get 
on board. The remaining 1,500, however, had 
to bear the shock of a mass of fresh Cavalry 
and Infantry, and a cannonade from ten field 
pieces and a dozen mortars. They fought with 
extraordinary resolution, but the disparity of 
numbers caused them to endure very severe losses. 
No fewer than thirty-seven Officers, and 750 non* 
commissioned officers and rank and file, were 
either killed, wounded, or made prisoners. Lord 
Frederick Cavendish was among the latter. Sir 
John Armitage was killed, and General Drury, ac- 
cording to the writers of the time, " took to the 
water and was never more heard of." The unfor- 
tunate Officer, it aeemsy after being dangerously 
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woanded, roslied into tlie tea, and was drowned 
before he coald reach a boat. In the disaatroos 
conflict Lientenant-Oolonela Clayering and For- 
rester, and Lord Adam Gordon, behared as be- 
came British OflScers ; and it is noteworthy that 
His Boyal Highness Prinoe Sdward, who was 
ashore when the attack began, conducted himself 
with the coolness and bravery common to his race. 
He would have remained on the beach to the last, 
had not the Commodore held it consistent with 
his duty to his Sovereign to secure^ the young 
Piince's safety by taking him on board the ship 
almost as soon as the attack began. 

After this unlucky affair the expedition re« 
turned to England. '' The miscarriage at St Cas," 
writes Smollett,, "precipitated the people from 
the pinnacle of elation and pride to which they 
had been elevated by the success at Cherbourg, to 
the abyss of despondence or dejection, and it 
buoyed up the spirits of the French in the same 
proportion." The French Ministry published a 
pompous narrative of the battle of St Cas, and 
magnified into a mighty victory the puny check 
which they had given to the rear-guard of an 
inconsiderable detachment. 

Becurring to affairs in America, we find that 
the good fortune which befell the troops before 
Louisbourg had not been duplicated in the South. 
Lieutenant-Qeneral Abercrombie had been en- 
trusted with the important duty of reducing the 
French forts on the shores and islets of Lakes 
Champlain and Q«orge. A tongue of land ex- 
tends between Lake George and the Channel, 
separating it from the neighbouring waters. The 
fortress of Ticonderoga stood upon this little 
peninsula. Its investiture was the main object of 
General Abercrombie, as preliminary to other pro- 
ceedings. He had with him a Force of 7,000 
Begulars and 10,000 provincial troops, embarked 
on board a sufficiently large Flotilla. At first the 
General proceeded with yskill and caution, but 
either from misinformation, lack of mcUeriel, or a 
failure of judgment, he was not ultimately suc- 
cessful in his attack on the fortress ; on the con- 
trary, after a desperate attempt to carry the 
place he was compelled to retire. The chief ob- 
stacle to snccess was a formidable abatUs which 
defended the fortress. The 42nd cut through 
the trees with their broadswords, and tried to 
carry the breastwork by storm. Having no lad- 
ders, they climbed up on each other's shoulders, 
and digging holes in the parapet used them as 
steps to the crest. But the F^noh garrison was 
too strong for the best efforts of the hardy High- 
landers, and General Abercrombie found it neces- 
sary to abandon his contemplated purpose, and 
return to his camp on Lake George, whence he 
despatched Colonel Bradstreet to get possession of 
Fort Frontenao, in which be succeeded, while 



Brigadier Forbes marched from Philadelphia and 
captured Fort Du Quesne on the Ohio, where 
Biaddock was defeated. 

Undeterred by the opposition of the Peers, the 
House of Commons returned, in 1757, to the sub- 
ject of the Militia, and an Act was introduced for 
raising that Force upon the principle of the 
Ballot. It was proposed to establish a Militia of 
32,100 men on that principle alone, ignoring 
altogether that of voluntary service. A Con- 
scription Act was passed applicable to the pauper 
class only — to men not following any lawful 
calling or employment, or not having lawful and 
suffident support. This Act raised up much op- 
position among the people, and the gentlemen in 
many counties refusiad to co-operate with the 
Lords-Lieutenant in carrying out its provisions. 
The conunissicMis in the different local Regiments 
absolutely remained vacant for some months, and 
to such extremities did the opposition proceed 
that four men were declared " Guilty " of high 
treason and sentenced to death. 

Invasion still appearing imminent, the Com- 
mons addressed the Throne in 1759, praying that 
directions might be given to the «Lord8-Lieu tenant 
to use their utmost diligence and attention to put 
the Militia laws into execution. Up to July of 
that year only 17,436 men had been enrolled, and 
of that number 6,280 were on embodied service. 
In outline, the plan on which the Militia was 
formed corresponded with that now in force. 
Previous to their appointn^ent^ however, the 
names of the Deputy-Lieutenants, and of the Offi- 
cers, had to be submitted to the House of Com- 
mons. The Crown retained in its own hands ther 
appointment of Adjutants *and the non-commis- 
sioned Staff. A property qualification was in- 
sisted upon as the condition of an Officer's appoint- 
ment, and his commission was revocable every 
fourth year, excepting in the case of the Adjutant. 
The men were to be Infantry soldiers, between 
eighteen and forty-five years of age ; their pay, 
when embodied or called out, exactly the same as 
that-of the Line, with a bounty of a guinea ; the 
service lasted for three years ; the training was 
limited to twenty-eight days. A forfeit of 102^ 
was exacted of balloted men who did not wish to 
serve, that a substitute might be procured. During 
training time the Militia was liable to the opera- 
tion of the Mutiny Act and Articles of War ; at 
other times they were amenable to the civil juris* 
diction if they were absent from duty. The 
fines thus exacted formed a fund for the provision 
of prizes for good marksmen. The relative rank of 
the Officers of the Militia was laid down as equal 
in degree, but junior in service, to the Officers of 
the Regular Forces. Their duties on Courts-Mar* 
tial were limited to the trial of their own men. 



1759-^0.] 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



55 



On tHe Contiiient of Europe, the year 1759 wae 
signalised by the di^tingaished oondnct of the 
British at the battle of Minden. The German 
Forces, under Prince Ferdinand of Branswick, 
had, with varying fortunes during the spring and 
summer, opposed the French, commanded by 
Marshals de Broglie and Oontades. Latterly the 
advantage was to the French, who occupied several 
very important towns and fortresses in the north. 
They had obtained possession of Munster and 
Bilberg, Lipstadt and Minden, and now menaced 
Hanover. 

To draw them from their strong position was 
the object of Prince Ferdinand, and as this was 
not to be e£fected by strategic manoeuvres, 
he determined to give them battle. He had a 
large mixed Force at his disposal, among whom 
were six Begiments of British Oavalry and six 
Begiments of Infantry, under the command of 
Lord George Sackville. The Oavalzy Oorps were 
the Boyal Horse Guards (Blue), the 1st Dragoon 
Guards, the drd Dragoon Guards, the Scots' 
Greys, th^ Liniskilling Dragoons, and the 10th 
Dragoons. The Infantry consisted of the 12th, 
20th, 2drd, 25th, 37th, and 51st Begiments. The 
action commenced at daybreak on the morning 
of the Ist of August. It was inaugurated by a 
heavy cannonading from the French line, followed 
by a brisk attack of Cavalry. The attack was 
principally levelled at the British Battalions, who 
bore the brunt of the engagement with unflinch- 
ing heroism. Charge after charge of the Cara- 
biniers and (hm^ d^Armes was repulsed with 
vigour. 

To the left of the Allied Army, the Hano- 
verian, Hessian, and Prussian Cavalry were essen- 
tially serviceable. The British Cavalry to the 
right was, on the contrary, entirely inactive, and 
lost the opportunity of sharing in the glories 
of the day. Prince Ferdinand sent orders to 
Lord GkoTge Sackville, by his Aide-de*Camp, to 
bring up the Cavalry to support the Infantry of 
the third Line. His lordship did not budge. 
Whether, as yaa afterwards alleged, the orders 
were contradictory and incomprehensible, or that 
Lord George, who was upon bad terms with 
Prince Ferdinand, did not care to help him to a 
victory, it is certain that " some one had blun- 
dered," and the French were driven under the 
walls of Minden without the assistance of the 
British Dragoons. The loss of the enemy was 
very considerable. Forty-three large pieces of 
cannon and numerous colours and standards were 
the prizes of the Allies, whose casualties were 
comparatively small. The British Infantry were 
the principal sufferers. Prince Ferdinand was 
hearty in the expression of his thanks. *' Next 
to God," he publicly declared, *' he attributed the 
gloty of the day to the whole Army, particularly 



to the JSnglish Infantry,* and the two Battalions 
of Hanoverian Guards," to which he added the 
German Cavalry. In offering his acknowledge 
ments to Major-Generals Waldegrave and Kingsley, 
he spoke of " their great courage and the good 
order in which they conducted their Brigades." 
And the Prince indirectly rebuked Lord George 
Sackville by ordering it to be declared to Lieu- 
tenant-General the Marquis of Granby, that he 
was persuaded that, ''if he had had the good 
fortune to have had him at the head of the 
Cavalry of the right wing, his presence would 
have greatly contributed to make the decision of 
that day more complete and more brilliant." The 
Marquis of Granby, who was a bold soldier, was 
second in command under Lord George Sackville, 
and of course could do nothing without his autho- 
rity. The Prince further eulogised the Duke of 
Bichmond, Colonel Fitzroy, Captain Ligonier, 
Colonel Watson, Captain Wilson, and other Offi- 
cers of the personal Staff, who had been actively 
employed during the whole day. 

If the joy of the people of Great Britain was 
excessive on receiving the news of the victory at 
Minden, intense waa their indignation when the 
conduct of Lord George Sackville was made 
public. The King caused his name to be struck 
out of the 'Army List.' Nevertheless, on his 
return to England, he claimed to be tried by a 
- Conrt-Martial, that he might have the opportunity 
of vindicating himself ; and, as the Judges had 
given it as their opinion that such a trial would 
be perfectly legal, he was arraigned on the 29th 
of February, 1760. Disobedience of the orders 
which he received from Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunswick, the Commander-in-Chief, formed the 
gravamen of the charges ; and the Court, after 
hearing a great amount of evidence, found that 
he was guilty, and adjudged him *' unfit to serve 
His Majesty in any Military capacity whatever." 
The sentence was confirmed in orders of April 13, 
1760, and the following remarks were appended: 

" It is His Majesty's pleasure that the above 
sentence be given out in public orders, that Offi- 
cers, being convinced that neither, high birth nor 
great employment can shelter offences of such a 
nature, and that, seeing they are subject to cen- 
sures much worse than death to a man who has 
any sense of honour, they may avoid the fatal 
consequences arising from disobedience of orders." 

The defence set up by Lord George Sackville 
was, that the orders brought to him at different 
times by the two Aides of the Prince were incon- 
sistent with each other, and that in that dilemma 
he repaired to the Prince himself in order to 
ascertain which of the orders he should obey. The 
loss of time involved in this strange procedure 

* The Regiments engaged bear *' Minden " upon their 
oolonrs. 
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was of coarse fatal to the utility of a Cavaliy 
movement at a critical moment, and would in it- 
self have condemned Lord George's incompetency; 
but portions of the evidence disclosed conduct on 
his Loi^iship's part, which gave colour to the 
popular opinions then prevailing, that he was 
wanting in courage to face the enemy. Oolonel 
Sloper, who was commanding a Oorps of Cavalry, 
observed to Captain Ligonier, who brought the 
orders of the Prince, " Tou see the condition he 
is in," meaning, as he afterwards explained, " that 
Lord GFeorge Sackville was alarmed to a very great 
degree " He added that, when Lord Qeorge did 
order him to advance, " he seemed in the utmost 
confusion." 

In spite of the vast amount of prejudice accu* 
mulated against Lord Qeorge Sackville, strength- 
ened by the decision of the Court-Martial, and 
the displeasure of the King, who followed up the 
sentence of the Court-Martial, by erasing his name 
from the List of Privy Councillors, history has 
judged him with impartiality ; and there are few 
persons who will read Smollett's continuation of 
Hume's elaborate work without coming to the con- 
clusion that Lord George's worst crime was an 
error of judgment.* Unhappily, in all conditions 
of life, and esp^ially in the Military Service, 
errors are frequently treated as crimes, especially 
if their results have been disastrous. It is fortu- 
nate for those who commit mistakes, through a 
misapprehension of orders or an infirmity of judg- 
ment, if no circumstances should have arisen to 
create suspicion of their bravery. A blunder in 
long after years lost an Army its Brigade of Light 
Cavalry ; but the error was sanctified by the mar- 
vellous intrepidity which accompanied its commis- 
sion. In the one case the Cavaliy did not move 
when it was needed ; in the other it unnecessarily 
rushed headlong into the jaws of death. 

It is necessary now to retrace our steps to com- 
plete the record of 1759. 

Towards the close of the autumn of 1758, the 
British Government, being advised that the French 
Caribbean Islands were weakly garrisoned, and 
might easily be reduced, planned an expedition 
against them, and placed it under the command 
of Major -General Hopson. The expedition was 
composed of the 8rd Buffs, under Major Hewitt ; 
the 4th King's Own (Lieutenant-Colonel Crump) ; . 
the filst (Lieutenant-Colonel Barlow) ; the 63rd 
(Lieutenant-Colonel Desbrisay) ; the 64th (lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Pym); the 65th (Lieutenant- 

* It is worthy of remark that the similarity of some of 
Lord George Saokville's expreasions in his speeehes, and 
op his trial, and in his letters, led an ingenions writer at 
Boston (United States) to attempt to identify him with 
the authorship of '^unios/ ^ 'Junius Unmasked,' 
Boston, 1828. The volume is in the British Museum, 



Oolonel Salt); and % detachment of Artillery 
under Major Cleveland. The Force was subse- 
quently joined by the 38th Foot, under Major 
Mel rill ; the 2nd Battalion of the 42nd, under 
Captain Maclean ; and 700 Marines — ^in all about 
5,000 men. Martinioo was reached in January 
1759. The General finding, after a careful re« 
connoissance, that his strength was unequal to the 
. reduction of the island, shaped his course to Gua- 
daloupe, and resolved upon its conquest. The 
undertaking was formidable. Unaided by a Naval 
Force; oppressed by the fierce heat of a West 
Indian sun ; compelled to cross mountains and 
rivers; to scale precipices and wade through 
morasses, — ^the little Army endured terrible 
fatigues and severe privations. After three months 
of incredible trials, its patience and valour wei-o 
rewarded by the capitulation of Guadaloupe, and 
the surrender of some other small islands. 

The crowning incident of the year was the cap- 
ture of Quebec by General Wolfe. 

It has already been mentioned that that able 
Officer was sent, after the reduction of Louis- 
bourg, to make his way up the river St Lawrence 
in view to an attack upon Quebec. Alive to the 
great importance of the enterprise, General Am- 
herst placed a strong armament at Wolfe's disposaL 
The Fleet was augmented to fifty men-of-war, 
including three fire-ships ; and the Army of ten 
Begiments consisted of the 15th, 43rd, 48th, and 
78th, under Brigadier Monckton ; the 28th, 47th« 
and 60th, composing the Brigade of Colonel 
Townshend ; and the 85th, 58th, and 2nd Batta- 
lion of the 60th, commanded by Brigadier Mur- 
ray. The Grenadiers of each Begiment consti- 
tuted a separate Corps, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Carleton, and to these were added the Grenadiers 
of the 22nd, 40th, and 45th Begiments from 
Lonisbourg ; a Corps of Light Infantry formed of 
the Light companies of the several Begiments, 
and a Corps of local Bangers. 

Probably there never was an undertaking better 
planned or more ably carried out than that which 
resulted in the fall of Quebec. (General Wolfe 
was not only a highly-gifted man with a peculiar 
genius for war, but he was fortunate in the pos- 
session of abundant means for the accomplish- 
ment of the feat entrusted to him. He was happy 
in his friendly relations with Vice-Admiral 
Sander&-«Hi good seaman, who commanded the 
Fleet, — ^be was likewise fortunate in the Briga- 
diers under his orders — ^he had confidence in his 
troops, and they had confidence in himself. 

As Wolfe proceeded up the river, he carefully 
surveyed the iMmks, and availed himself of all the 
information that could be obtained respecting the 
position and resources of the enemy. Approach- 
ing Point Levi, he despatched Brigadier Monckton 
ii) sa$cient strength tQ establish an entrenched 
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hMmj, and circulate a manifesto among tbo 
people. The Brigadier performed the daty con- 
acientioiuly. The manifesto was thus worded : 

"June 28th, 1759. 

- '' The formidable sea and land armament which 
the people of Canada now behold in the heart of 
their country is intended by the King, my master, 
to check the insolence of France, to revenge the 
insults offered to the British Colonies, and totally 
to deprive the French of their most valuable 
settlement in North America. For these pur- 
poses is the formidable Army under my command 
intended. The King of Great Britain wages no 
war with the industrious peasant, the sacred 
orders of religion, or defenceless women and 
children; to these, in their distressful circum- 
stances, his Boyal clemency offers protection. 
The people may remain unmolested on their lands, 
inhabit their houses, and enjoy their religion in 
security. For these inestimable blessings I expect 
the Canadians will take no part in the gi'eat con- 
test between the two crowns. But if, by a vain 
obstinacy and misguided valour, they presume to 
appear in arms, they must expect the most fatal 
consequences ; their habitations destroyed, their 
sacred temples exposed to an exasperated soldiery ; 
their harvests utterly ruined, and the only pas« 
sage for relief stopped up by a most formidable 
Fleet. In this unhappy situation, and closely 
attacked by another great Army, what can the . 
wretched Natives expect from opposition ? The 
unparalleled barbarities exerted by the French 
against our settlements in America might justify 
the severest revenge in the Army under my com- 
mand. But Britons breathe higher sentiments, 
and listen to the merciful dictates of the Chris- 
tian religion. Tet should you suffer yourselves 
to be deluded by any imaginary prospect of our 
want of success ; should you refuse these terms, 
and persist in opposition, then surely will the law 
of nations justify the ravages of war, so necessary 
to crush an ungenerous enemy ; and then the 
miserable Canadians must in the winter have the 
mortification of seeing the vexy families, for 
whom they have been exerting a fruitless and 
indiscreet bravery, perish by the most dismal 
want and famine. In this great dilemma let the 
wisdom of the people of Canada show itself. \ 
Britain stretches out a powerful yet merciful 
hand ; faithful to her engagements and ready to 
secure her in her most valuable rights and posses- 
sions : France, unable to support Canada, deserts 
her cause at this important crisis, and during the 
whole war has assisted her with troops, who have 
been maintained only by making the Natives feel all 
ihe weight of grievances and lawless oppression." 

(Signed at Laurent, in the Island of Orleans, 
^ in the Gulf of St Lawrence.) 



Monckton placed the foregoing manifesto on 
the door of a church, and getting a considerable 
detachment ashore began to make diversions^ 
Wolfe did not long hesitate as to the course he 
should adopt. He resolved, after Monckton had 
effected a lodgment, to make an attack upon the 
French entrenchment in advance of the town. 
Quebec was strongly fortified — the citadel and 
ramparts bristled with guns; and besides the 
garrison, there was an Army of observation 12,000 
strong. 

The first attack was rendered abortive by the 
impetuosity of the thirteen companies of the 
Grenadiers and Boyal Americans. Irritated by 
the fire of the French, they did not wait until 
their proper foimation had been effected; but 
rushed towards the entrenchments in disorder and 
confusion. They were checked by the fire of the 
enemy, and obliged to seek shelter. Many of the 
Officers were wounded in their endeavours to 
restrain the men, and afterwards io protect them 
in their retreat. A storm coming on at night, 
the General's plans were thwarted — ^the French 
were put upon the alert, and some weeks elapsed 
before another attempt was made. General 
Wolfe rebuked the haste and rashness of the 
Grenadiers in a special Order. 

" The check," thus ran the Order, " will, it is 
hoped, be a lesson to them for the time to come ; 
such impetuous, irregular, and unsoldierlike pro- 
ceedings destroy all order, make it impossible for 
their Commanders to form any disposition for an 
attack, and put it out of the Generars power to 
execute his plan. The Grenadiers could not sup- 
pose that they alone could beat the French Army I " 

Finding it very difficult to obtain a good posi- 
tion in the presence of his brave and ^gilant 
enemy, the Marquis de Montcalm, who com- 
manded the French, Wolfe resolved upon k sur-. 
prise. Accordingly, making a feint to withdraw 
his Army, he dropped down the river with some 
frigates under a heavy and continuous fire, while 
the Army marched down the southern bank. 
Beaching a little bay or inlet (since called Wolfe's 
cave), he here determined upon effecting a land- 
ing, with the purpose of ascending the rugged 
heights, and so reach the plains of Abraham in 
the rear of Quebec. The graphic description of 
the sequel, as given by the Reverend Mr Gleig 
in his memoir of General Wolfe may be quoted 
in its entirety : — " The landing at this point was 
effected in a manner most creditable to the steadi- 
ness of the British Army. The Fleet had far 
advanced on its downward passage, and the last 
glimmerings of twUight were departing when the 
troops began, in profound silence and perfect 
order, to take their places in the boats. Two 
hours sufficed to see them all arranged, when, on 
a given signal, the Flotilla pushed off, and the 
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wbole glided, like a linge flock of wateKfowl, 
down the current. Not a word was spoken from 
the van to the rear of the brave Armada. The 
soldiers sat erect and motionless ; the sailors 
scarcely dipped their oars in the water, so fear- 
ful were they lest the splashing might attract the 
notice of the enemy, who lined the shores at 
narrow intervals. There was a redoubt defend* 
ing the inlet ; to seize it by a ewip de main was 
the first object, and happily the enemy were not 
upon the alert. Not a cry was heard nor a shot 
fired while the advance mustered upon the beach, 
and under the guidance of Colonel Howe began 
to ascend, as they best could, the face of the bank. 
The leading files, indeed, were already close upon 
his station ere the French sentinel challenged ; 
bat it was then too late. With a hearty cheer 
th& men rushed fon^ard; they received, but 
paused not to return, a single irregular volley ; 
and then, springing upon the high ground, closed 
with their bayonets upon the* devoted Guards. 
The latter fled in dismay." 

It was under cover of the darkness of the night 
—the very dark hour which precedes the dawn — 
that the landing was effected. On the 18th Sep- 
tember, as the day broke, Wolfe himself landed, 
pushed his troops forward, and reached the plains 
of Abraham in the rear of Quebec. When Mont- 
calm was informed of the approach of the 
British, he treated the report with scornful in- 
credulity. "It is only Monsieur Wolfe," he 
replied, " come to bum a few houses, look about 
him and return." A little later he was informed 
that the invaders were actually drawn up on the 
plain. — " Then," said he, " they have at last got 
to the weak side of this miserable Garrison, and 
we must endeavour to crush them by our numbers, 
and scalp them all before 12 o'clock." He imme- 
diately took the field, and prepared to meet the 
British. His troops were sent forward in great 
force under cover of the Light Infantry, who 
drove back our skirmishers. The Battalions 
stood firm, keeping their firelocks at the shoulder, 
until the enemy were within forty yards of them. 
Then, at a word from Wolfe, they fired a volley, 
and rushed upon their antagonists. The contest 
lasted for several hours, and resulted in the com- 
plete defeat of the French, and the surrender of 
Quebec to the British arms. But Wolfe did not 
live to enjoy his triumph — ^nor did Montcalm 
long survive his defeat. Wolfe received a mortal 
wound and died on the field, expressing his hap- 
piness when he was told that the enemy were 
flying — Montcalm lived until the following day, 
and when informed that his wounds were mortal, 
he exclaimed, " I am glad of it — then I shall not 
live to see the surrender of Quebec." The 
memory of the two heroes, Wolfe and Montcalm, 
is perpetuated on a monolyth erected by the 



English' in the citadel of Quebec. But England 
went much farther in the display of her sorrow 
and her gratitude. A monument was erected at 
the public expense, and the viutor to Westminster 
Abbey reads, in the inscription on Wolfe's tomb, 
the expression of a nation's admiration of her 
young General. Every town, every village in 
Great Britain, was illuminated in honour of the 
victory, the sole exception being the village in 
which Wolfe's widowed and grieving mother still 
lived. A respect for her character and bereave- 
ment forbade any demonstrations of joy on the 
part of the rustics. Large subscriptions were 
entered into to supply the soldiers who were 
appointed to garrison Quebec on its surrender, 
with such comforts as the severe Canadian winter 
rendered necessary — ^hor were the 1,000 French- 
men who had been taken prisoners forgotten in 
the ebullitions of public charity. A considerable 
sum was raised, which, in addition to the allow- 
ance made to prisoners of war by the Govern- 
ment, tended to abate the miseries of their 
captivity. 

General Townshend, as the next Senior Officer, 
had succeeded to the command upon the death of 
General Wolfe; and after he had placed the 
Garrison in a sufficiently defensive position, he 
returned to England, leaving General Murray in 
chai^. General Monckton and 500 Officers and 
soldiers were wounded in the battle on the Plains 
of Abraham, but the loss in killed was trifling, 
amounting td no more than fifty men. 

Three Begiments of Light Cavalry, numbered 
successively the 15th, 16th, and 17th Dragoons, 
haying been raised in 1759, the Colonelcy of the 
latter was conferred on Lieutenant-Colonel Hale, 
who had been selected to convey to England the 
news of the fall of Quebec. Hale, purporting that 
his Begiment should consist of men of decided 
character, who would emulate the glorious ex- 
ample of the heroic Wolfe, whose gallant conduct 
the Colonel had witnessed, procured the King's 
authority for his Begiment to bear on its standards 
and appointments the ** Death's Head," with the 
motto " or Glory." 

The troops in America which had been sent 
to the north, under General Wolfe, were not idle 
while he carried the British arms sucoessfnUy 
into Eastern Canada. Brigadier Prideaux having 
been entrusted with an expedition against Fort 
Niagara, which commanded the oonunnnioation 
between Lake Erie and Ontario, he adopted such 
excellent measures for investing the fortress and 
protecting his rear against the French troops and 
their Indian Allies, that the success of the enter- 
prise was assured. A sharp attack by the savages 
was repulsed by the bayonet ; equally unfortunate 
was the attempt made by the French to relieve 
the beleaguered garrison. Finding it hopeless to 
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expect sQcooor after the last disaster, the garrison 
capitulated. In the eDcoanter with the eoemyy 
Oolonel Johnson, a provincial OfiBoer of singular 
Militaiy ability, was killed, and General Prideaax 
fell by the accidental bursting of a cohom in the 
trenches. Meanwhile, General Amherst operated 
on Lake Ohamplain, but was compelled by storms 
and the advanced state of the season to defer 
farther movements until the ensuing year. 

Greatly to the regret of the people of Great 
Britain and of the British Army, King George 11. 
died in October 1760, rather suddenly. He had 
reached a respectable old age, and had reigned for 
thirty-five years. Had his demise been preceded 
by a disease of a dangerous character, the event 
would not have come upon the nation with any 
degree of astonishment. But its unexpected 
occurrence shocked and grieved the community at 
large, who had become attached to a Sovereign 
whoee reign had bee^ distinguished by so many 
events contributing to the importance of Great 
Britain in the scsde of nations, and to her com- 
mercial prosperity, and who had, individually, dis- 
plaved such remarkable courage in the field of 
battle. 

At this point it seems desirable to cast a retro- 
spective glance at some of the laws and measures 
ajQTecting the Army, which had been passed or 
amended in the reign of George the Second. 

One measure of importance, passed in 1748, 
was the incorporation of the Articles of War in 
the Mutiny Act. Theretofore, the Articles were 
made and constituted by the sole authority of the 
King ; but the Lords made the discovery that by 
enabling the Grown to establish Articles of War, 
to determine ofiFences and inflict punishments, 
Parliament had vested in the Crown the sole 
legislative power over the Army ~ a power which, 
delicately said the Protest, " how safely, soever it 
may be lodged with his present Majesty, and how 
tenderly soever it may be exercised by him, may 
yet prove of dangerous consequence should it be 
drawn into precedent in future reigns." To remedy 
this state of things, the Articles of War were 
ordered to be inserted in the Mutiny Act, and a 
declaration was passed that no person should suffer 
any punishment extending to life and limb by the 
Articles of War, except for such crimes as should 
be expressed to be so punishable by the Mutiny Act. 

In 1754 the Mutiny Act was extended, after 
great opposition in Parliament, to the troops of 
the East India Company, and then to His Majesty's 
troops serving in North America. This Act always 
seems, in the earlier years of its operation, to have 
been regarded with much jealous apprehension by 
the people. It appeared to their leaders to be an in 
strument for the control, under Military law, of 
persons, other than soldiers and Officers, actually 
serving the State. Lord Egmont, when its exten- 



sion to the troops in India was debated, called it 
" a noxious weed, which had already overshadowed 
the Constitution.'' Its application to reduced 
Officers on half-pay was long a subject of debate. 

The reign of George the Second was one of 
great interest in a Military view. At the peace of 
Aix-la-Ohapelle in 1748, the Marines had been 
totally disbanded. They were revived in 1755, 
and placed under the Admiralty on their present 
(1869) establishment. Commissions ceased to be 
purchaseable, and it was decreed that the Officers 
should rise by seniority. In the same reign the 
Ordnance or Scientific Corps dated as a Military 
Corps. Up to that time they were persons in 
CivU employ, and had no Military rank whatever. 
The Engineer -in-Chief was expected to be a per- 
son of considerable scientific attainments, to be 
skilled in all the principles of attack and defence, 
to be well versed in the strength and cost of 
material, and to be competent for the construction 
and superintendence of fortifications and works. 
He had a few assistants, bbt no establishment 
until 1717, when fifty En^eers were appointed ; 
but in 1759 their number was raised to sixty-one. 
Military rank was assigned to them, dating from 
1757. The Artillery originated much in the same 
way. In the wars of William HI. and Marl- 
borough, the Dutch found all the artillery and 
artillerymen for sieges ; but, after the Peace of 
Utrecht, when (Gibraltar, Minorca, and other 
places came into British hands, a Military branch 
of the Ordnance was established, and two com- 
panies of gunners and matrosses were raised in 
1715 for the service of the Artillery in Scotland. 
In 1716 a Begimental establishment for the Ar- 
tillery was sanctioned, but not until 1743 was the 
pay of the Begiment included in the Estimates. 
It then consisted of six companies. The Officers 
were commissioned in 1751. The commission was 
given by the Crown, countersigned by the Master 
or Lieutenant-General of the Ordnance. 

During the reign of William the Third, and 
subsequently in that of George the First, Acts of 
Parliament were passed enacting that no person 
bom out of the kingdom of Great Britain, unless 
they were the offspring of English parents, should 
hold any office or place of trust under the Crown. 
It was deemed a necessary step, in order to secure 
the religion, laws, and liberties of the country, at 
a time when foreign intrigue was at work to dis- 
turb the succession. But the paucity of the British 
population, and the unwillingness of many persons 
to enter the Army, rendered a relaxation of the 
alien law necessary, in order to carry on the war 
in America. A Bill was therefore passed which 
allowed of the appointment of fifty foreign 
officers, whose rank should be limited to that of 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The Mutiny Act, as the reader is aware, is 
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anntuilly submitted to tbe House of Commons for 
such leTision as circumstances may suggest. In 
1760, a question had arisen as to the amenability 
of an Officer to trial by Court-martial long after 
the ofiPence had been committed, and the Mutiny 
Act in force during its commission had expired. 
The House determined that a limitation should 
be put to an Officer's liability, and, accordingly, 
in 1760, three years was fixed upon as the time 
within which an Officer should be arraigned for an 
alleged crime. In the same year it was decided 
that an Officer having been dismissed the Serrice, 
and having no Military employment, should be 
triable by a Court-martial for a Military offence 
committed by him while on actual service and in 
receipt of pay as an Officer, 



CHAPTER XL 

Strength of the Armj-^Tbe 15th Light Dragoonn — 
Coote in India — Capture of Belleisle, DoRifiiica, Gaada- 
loupe, Ac. — The "Family Compact" — War with 
Sfwin — Expedition against Havannab — Prixe Money — 
OperotionB in Portugal— Lobs and Recapture of New- 
foundland—The Treaty of Fontaineblean - Return of 
Troops from Oermany'^The Marquis of Granby — His 
Letter and Character. 

From causes which have heen mentioned in the 
order of their occurrence, the Army had been 
steadily augmented during the reign of Qeorge II., 
until it reached the respectable number of 100,000 
men, not including some 60,000 Hanoverian, 
Hessian, and German auxiliaries maintained at 
the British cost. This Force, in the middle of 
1 760, was thus distributed. There were in Great 
Britain, under the chief command of Lord 
Ligonier, two troops of Horse Guards, two of 
Horse Grenadiers, five Begiments of Dragoons, 
three of Foot Guards, and twenty-three Infantry 
Begiments of the Line. In Ireland there were 
seventeen Begiments of Foot, two of Horse, and 
eight of Dragoons, under the Earl of Bothes. 
Lord Howe had six Begiments of Foot under his 
command at Gibraltar. Genf^ral Amherst retained 
twenty-one Begiments in America. Five Begi- 
ments and a half were stationed in the West 
Indies. The European Force in India had been 
augmented to four Battalions ; and there were 
two Begiments of Foot in Africa, and one in the 
Island of Jersey. The Force remaining in Germany, 
under the command of Lieutenant-General the 
Marquis of Granby, consisted of one Begiment of 
Horse Guards, two Begiments of Horse, three of 
Dragoon Guards, six of Dragoons, and sixteen 
of Foot 

The 15th Light Dragoons, one of the newly- 
formed Beg^ents— the first, indeed, of the kind 



raised for permanent service— had the good for- 
tune to distinguish itself at a very early period 
of its career. In the course of the campaign of 
1760, several actions were fought at Oorbach, 
EmsdorfiP, Warbourg, and Wetten. It was at 
Emsdorff that the 15th first unfurled their 
standard, and fleshed their maiden iwords in a 
charge which drew expressions of admiration 
from Prince Ferdinand. "All the British 
Oavalry," sud the Prince in his General Order, 
publicly thanking Lord Granby, "performed pro- 
digies of valour.'* The 15th were raised by 
Colonel Elliott (afterwards Lord Heathfield), and 
a remarkable circumstance favoured the formation 
of the Corps. A number of journeymen tailors 
and clothiers, who had gone to London to petition 
Parliament for relief from certain grievances, 
under which they considered themselves to labour, 
becoming ambitious of appearing in the uniform 
of the Begiment, flocked to its quarters and com- 
pleted its numbers to six troops of sixty privates 
each. 

Much advantage accrued from the augmenta- 
tion of the European Force in India at this time. 
Colonel Coote, at the head of four Battalions, was 
enabled to stimulate the Sepoys in the Company's 
Service to emulate the British in the acquisition 
of all those Military attributes which assure 
victory to small Battalions when opposed to large 
and undisciplined Forces. And with his hands 
thus strengthened, he defeated a powerful body 
of French and their Native soldiers at Wande- 
wash, defended Madras, and took Arcot. In all 
these operations, the 79 th Cameron Highlanders, 
then called Draper's Begiment, after its Colonel, 
Sir William Draper, reaped much honour ; and 
when Sir William- returned to England someyeaiB 
later, the Corps having intermediately distin- 
guished itself on other fields, he nused a cenotaph 
in his garden, at Clifton, to commemorate " the 
departed warriors.'' The inscription on the tablet 
spoke of their valour, discipline, and perseverance ; 
of their having withstood and repulsed the French 
land Forces in Asia ; preserved the commerce of 
Great Britain ; rescued her settlements from im- 
pending destruction ; and exhibited an illustrious 
example of true fortitude and moderation worthy 
of being traiismiited to the latest posterity. 

King George III. had not been trained to any 
particular passion for Military displays. He 
would infinitely have preferred to cultivate the 
arts of peace. But he was obliged to accept hia 
inheritance as he found it. And this was not 
merely an absolute state of war with a European 
power; his possessions abroad afforded, as we 
shall see, full occupation for a large Army and 
an efficient Navy. * 

The Continental war kept the trooptf, under the 
Marquis of Granby, continually afoot, and maay 
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small engagements gave them abmidani. oppor- 
tmdtj for Uie exhibition of that rough ooarage 
which had oome to be considered by their foes 
peculiarly British. At Zienenberg, a charge 
of the Marquis's Dragoons decided a shaj^ 
contest. They were again engaged, supported 
by the Infantry, at Compen, and in 1761 
nobly repulsed the French at Kirchdenkem. At 
Foorwhole, Capelnhagen, Wilhelmstadt,* and 
Ginkel, further success attended the operations of 
the Army. In 1762 they surprised the French 
Camp at Qroeberstein (where, however, the much- 
esteemed Colonel Townshend was killed), ter* 
minating a long and harassing campaign by the 
capture of Cassell. 

Belleisle, a small island in the Bay of Biscay 
fortified by nature, to which science had added 
its potent assistance, was a source of considerable 
annoyance to the British during the war, inas- 
much as it formed a Depot for French munitions 
of war, a harbour of refuge for the enemy's 
ships, and an obstacle to the free navigation of 
the bay by English vessels. 

The capture of Belleisle was therefore an object 
of some importance in 1761, and with this view 
Brigadier-Qeneral Lambert was sent with the 3rd 
Buffs, the 2l8t North British Fusiliers, and some 
other Corps, to reduce the island. The duty was 
successfully performed, and added another trophy 
to the gathering cluster of the National posses- 
sions. 

In the same year an important step was taken 
to cripple the enemy's strength in the West 
Indies. The Island of Dominica had been declared 
neutral by the common consent of all parties to 
the contest then pending. It was found, how- 
ever, to be so entirely under the influence of 
France, and to afford so much protection to the 
privateers of that nation, that it became a matter 
of importance to England to obtain possession of 
the place, and to extend the conquest to other of 
the Caribbean Islands. To Loid BoUo was as- 
signed the duty of capturing the group. With 
the let Royals, the 17th and 22nd Begunents, 
then stationed at New York, the (General reduced 
Dominica in two days, and subsequently took 
Martinique, Grenada, St Luda, and St Vincent. 

Although the doctrine has been often laid down, 
and is now pretty generally accepted, that soldiers 
in actual service have little to do with the poH- 
tical objects or general propriety of the wars in 
which they may be engaged, it must always be 
interesting to the subjects of a free state to know 
and to feel that the cause in which they are 
shedding their blood and exerting their utmost 
physical powers, u in every sense righteous. That 

The exceptional oondnot of the 5th Foot in thia battle 
procnred it the honour of bearing ** Wilhelmatadt " on its 
Begime&kal ooloars» 



the war with Spain, declared on the 2nd January, 
1762, was justifiable, should therefore not only be 
affirmed, but proved. 

Historians speak of a " Family Compact '' — an 
alliance between the various ^branches of the 
house of Bourboli — formed a few years anterior 
to the period of which we treat. The effect of 
this " Compact " was to establish an entire union 
between the French and Spanish Monarchies. The 
** Most Christian " King became, in political in- 
terests, identical with the soi-diaarU ** Catholic '* 
Sovereign. It was this very connection with the 
"Grand Alliance" in Queen Anne's time that 
England had made war to prevent. By the let and 
1 6th Articles of the Family Compact l^e Monarchs 
of France and Spain agreed to look upon every 
Power as their enemy which became an enemy of 
the other — ^that a war declared against either 
should be regarded as personal by the other — and 
that when, they happened to be both engaged in a 
war against the same enemy or enemies, they 
would wage it jointly with their whole Forces. 
By the 8th Article Spain was exempt from taking 
the part of France under certain circumstances, 
unless " some Maritime Power take part in the war 
in which she m^y he engaged.*' As this clause 
evidently pointed to England, it was indispensable, 
when the existence of the compact was discovered, 
that a distinct avowal of pacific intentions should 
be obtained by the Government of Gbreat Britain 
fl0m the Court of Madrid. The non-interference 
of Spain was insisted on. But the negotiations 
failed. The Ambassador was trifled with, and 
treated to equivocations and ambiguities which 
only served to irritate England, and confirm the 
impression that Spain would sooner or later take 
an active part in the assistance of France. 
Hence the declaration of war was inevitable. 

To detach an Army to Spain would at the 
moment have been equally inconvenient and im- 
politic. It was of far more consequence to 
strike at the sources of her wealth — to invade, in 
fact, her possessions at a distance, for, contrary to 
the condition of most other nations, her vital 
parts lay remote from the head. While, there- 
fore, Manilla, the chief of the Philippine Islands, 
which had belonged to Spain since 1564, was at- 
tacked by a Force sent from Madras under Colonel 
Draper, an expedition was organised in England 
against Havannah. 

Havannah, in the Island of Cuba, was the 
brightest possession of the Spaniards across the 
Atlantia Once captured, all communication be- 
tween the Spanish Colonies and the mother country 
would be cut off. A greater blow perhaps could 
not have been dealt at His Catholic Majesty, en 
revanche of his alliance with the French. 

But Havannah was strongly fortified. There 
was a fort called the Moro, which formed the key 
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to tlie exteDsire works by wbicli the town was 
girdled, and the approaches to the Moro were ex- 
ceedingly diflScult, by reason of the character of 
the soil between the sea shore and the place it- 
self. There was an insufficiency to supply the 
material for the coTering works of an attacking 
Force. To General the flarl of Albemarle was 
committed the task of attacking Havannah. The 
Goyemment did not undervalue either the diffi- 
culties of the operation or the importance of the 
possession. A large and efficient Force was 
placed at his Lordship's disposal, and he had ex- 
cellent assistance in the Gener^ Officers at the 
hpad of his Divisions. Lieutenant-General G. A. 
Elliott was second in command ; Major-Generals 
Keppell and Lafonsille, Brigadiers Haviland, 
Grant, Beid, Lord BoUo, and Walsh composed 
the Staff. There was a good park of artillery, 
and the Infantry Begiments numbered among 
them the 9th, 22nd, 34th, 40th, 42nd, 56th, 
72nd, and five companies of the 90th. By the 
middle of June the Force was landed. Incredible 
hardships were endured in the absence of water, 
and the labour of dragging the guns over a hard 
and rocky soil. The fort held out for thirty-one 
days. No fewer than 5,000 soldiers were pros* 
trated by sickness and wounds. The Spanish 
garrison, which numbered 13,600 Begulars, and 
a still larger body of Militia and people of 
colour, displayed an equal amount of valour and 
skill, making desperate 8ortie8, and serving th^ 
gans with deadly precision. The fortress ¥^s 
taken by storm on the 30th of July (1762), and 
immediately afterwards arrangements were miade 
for attacking the town. This, as it proved, was 
no easy operation. The batteries were opened on 
the 11th of August, but not until the heroic 
Don Louis de Velasco, the Governor, and the 
Marquis Gonzalez, his second in command, had 
fallen sword in hand, did the town surrender. 
For two months and eight days had Lord Albe- 
marle's Force been engaged in this great enter- 
prise, which was correctly described as " a Mili- 
tary achievement of the highest class," and was 
unquestionably the most considerable and deci- 
sive conquest England had made since the begin- 
ning of the *' Seven Tears' War." Numerous in* 
stances are on record of gallant behaviour on the 
part of the British troops during the trying and 
tedious siege, but few names have been handed 
down with so much pride by the rdoontewrs of 
Military glories as that of Oolonel Garleton, after- 
wards Lord Dorchester. On the 21st of July that 
excellent Officer particularly distinguished himself 
in the repulse of a daring sortie by the Spanish 
garrison. He was present everywhere. By his 
exertions the 1st Boyals, the 34th, and the Boyal 
Americans were brought to the defence of the 
posts, and, charging the enemy down a hill, he 



received a severe and dangerous wound. The 
troops were rewarded for their bravery and 
endurance by the enormous quantity of piise 
captured at Havannah. The share of the Oom- 
mander-in-Chief was 122,697Z. ; that of the 
Second in Oommand, 24,5392. ; the Major- 
(Generals received each 6,8161. ; Brigadier- Generals, 
1,947/. each ; the share of each Field Officer was 
5642. 14s. Id.; of each Captain, 124Z. 4s. 7^ ; 
Subalterns received 11 6L 3s 0^. a- piece; aer^ 
jcants, 82. 18s. 8d. ; corporals, 62. 16s. 6d. ; and 
privates, 42. Is. 8^. 

The poet has told us that pillage is " sweet " 
to soldiers, and " prize-money to seamen." Pil- 
lage, with all its risks and violence, may be agree* 
able to a licentious soldiery when no other means 
of recompense are available ; but " prize-money,** 
the proceeds of the booty captured from aa 
enemy, is much more acceptable and equitablew 
In plundering a town the sick and wounded and 
feeble soldier gets nothing, though his physical 
condition may be the result of his exertions in 
the field, and he is probably better deserving of 
reward than the stalwart and healthy Grenadier, 
who may have been in the Beserve. 

The principle on which prize-money is granted 
may be here stated, as it continues operative to 
this hour. 

All the proceeds of property captured during a 
war are called "prize-money." No Officers or soldiers 
have any inherent right of property in the booty 
so taken. Such right is reserved by the Grown, 
which, in the exercise of its prerogative, assigns 
the proceeds of the captured booty to the troops 
that may have been employed. When the troops 
of the Grown and the East India Gompany acted 
conjointly in warfare, it was usual for the Grown 
to grant one moiety of the proceeds to the Gom- 
pany, who, acting upon the principle adopted by 
the Grown, awsurded their half to the Army. 
Thus, in point of fact, the whole of the prize 
captured, under any drcumstances, ultimately 
becomes the property of the troops, though for- 
malities are requisite to make that property valid. 
After a capture of booty^ — which comprehends 
the arms, ammunition, stores of war, goods, mer- 
chandise, and treasure belonging to the State 
against which war is waged, or to any public 
trading company of the enemy, and found in any 
of the fortresses or possessions, and all ships and 
vessels in any road, river, haven, or creek belong- 
ing to^uch possession-^Prize Agents are appointed, 
by the order of the Gommander-in-Ghief in the 
field, to collect the booty, and dispose of it for 
money. One of the Prize Agents is selected by 
the Gommander^in-Ghief and Field Officers ; 4he 
other by the rest of the Gommissioned Offioers 
entitled to share. The agents must not be Offi- 
cers of Ghelsea Hospital, and they are to render 
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im acootint to tHe Treaiiarer of the Hospital. 
When oaptarea take place in India, and the nsoal 
ftward has been made, the distribation is first 
made in India, and the rolls are then despatched 
to Chelsea Hospital. At the end of three months 
the Treasnrer of the Hospital is boand to give 

* notice of distribution to the claimants in England. 
The scale of distribution has not been uniform in 
the Boyal Service: sometimes the property is 
divided into idlths, and sometimes into eighths. 
The latter is the more usual practice. On such 
occasions one-eighth goes to the Oommander-in* 

' Chief ; — ^the head that has devised and directed 
the campaign, and who bears, the responsibility of 
success or failure, has the lion's share. Colonels, 
Lieutenant-Colonels, and Majors receive two- 
eighths among them ; one -eighth is given to the 
Captains ; one to the Subalterns ; and the residue 
to the non-commissioned staff, rank and file. 
Officers entitled to prize-money receive certifi- 
cates of their title from their immediate Com- 
manding Officers and the Prize Agent, which cer- 
tificate they may assign, beqaeath, or otherwise 
dispose of, even before the proclamation of the 
Crown conferring the booty on the successful 
troops. No Officer is entitled to share in the dis- 
tribution unless he was actually on the field of 
battle ; but as it has sometimes arisen that Offi- 
cers have been too late to be engaged, from no 
fault of their own, or have been sent away on 
some urgent business, Commanders-in-Chief have 
adopted the precaution of stating previously who 
are and who are not entitled. The Begimental 
debts of Officers may be stopped from their prize- 
money by order of the Secretary at War out of 
their shares, and paid by the Treasurer of Chelsea 
Hospital to the party making the claims. Shares 
of prize(-money not claimed within six years after 
the dbtribution to the Treasurer of Chelsea Hos- 
pital are declared forfeited, unless " upon good 
cause shown find allowed." 

Spain, entering heartily into the w^r, which 
cost her Havannah, took the resolution of obliging 
Portugal to renounce all friendship for Great 
Britain, and violate the neutrality to which she 
had been pledged. The condition of Portugal was 
favourable to the designs of Spain. The nation 
had been almost prostrated by a series of disas- 
ters, including a terrible earthquake and internal 
commotions. The maintenance of a respectable 
Military Force was impracticable. Tet, faithful 
to her old Ally, the only one, indeed, which 
drank her port wine and contributed to her revenue, 
Portugal adhered obstinately to her declaration of 
neutrality. Spain, enraged, detached a powerful 
Army to the Portuguese Frontier, and threatened 
invasion. The peril of the country was imminent. 
Ghreat Britain immediately went to her rescue. 



Supplying arms, men, and money, she sent Mar- 
shal Count de Lippe to direct the defence of 
Portugid, and push back the doughty intruders. 
Brigadier-General John Burgoyne, an Officer of 
high repute, who had served in the reign of 
G^rge IL, and was employed to raise and dis- 
cipline the 16th Light Dragoons after some years 
of experience in the Foot Guards, was sent by 
Count de Lippe to confront the Spaniards. With 
the drd Buffs released from service in Belleisle, 
the 16th Light Dragoons, and some additional 
Begiments, the Brigadier advanced to Valencia de 
Alcantara, which the Spaniards occupied. A 
brief but sanguinary contest ensued, terminating 
in the expulsion of the Spaniards, the total 
destruction of the Regiment* of Seville, and 
several stands of colours. The fierceness of the 
encounter may be estimated from the fact that 
Count de Lippe, in his general orders, aUuded to 
the ^ glorious conduct " of Brigadier Buigoyne. 
Subsequent attacks on the Spanish positions at 
Villa Velha compelled them to fall back within 
their own frontier, and the integrity of Portugal 
was maintained during the remainder of the year. 
War has been likened to the game of chess, and 
never perhaps was the resemblance more perfect 
than in the great seven years' contest. Every 
move made by one party was countered by an 
adroit move on the part of its antagonist. Thus, 
while the English were engaged in the West 
Indies, Spain had advanced into Portugal, and, 
during the siege of Havannah, the French secretly 
fitted out a Fleet at Brest, and sent it, with 1,500 
men, to wrest Newfoundland from us. The 
rapidity and success, with which the expedition 
was equipped and despatched ensured its success. 
The garrison of St John's was too feeble to make 
any resistance, and of course the place was sur- 
rendered. But Captain Groves, of the Boyal 
Navy, who was the Governor at the time, con- 
trived to send intelligence of the disaster to Sir 
Jeffery Amherst, in America, who lost not a 
moment in despatching his brother. Colonel 
Amherst, with the 45th and 77th Begiments, and 
some guns, to recover St John's. At Tor bay, 
nine leagues from the town, where Colonel 
Amherst landed, he was opposed by. French 
troops. These were, as usual, overcome, and the 
Colonel moved to St John's, which place he imme- 
diately invested. The French Admiral, alarmed, 
managed to steal away in the night, leaving the 
Comte d'Haussonville to hold the new acquisition 
as best he might. Before the batteries had begun 
to play upon the works of the French, Colonel 
Amherst summoned the Count to surrender. On 
the 16th of September, the day on which he 
received the summons, d'Haussonville replied, en 
Qaucon^ " I wait for your troops and your cannon, 
and nothing shall determine me to surreodw the 
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fort, nnlees yon sball have totally destroyed it. 
and that I sbaU have no more powder to fire." 
On the 17th the batteries were opened. The 
Ooont then began to see the probability of his 
being defeated^ and .he accordingly wrote a more 
moderate and ambiguons letter : 

'' Under the uncertainty of the succonrs which 
I may receive, either from France or its Allies, 
and the fort being entire and in a condition for a 
long defence, I am resolved to defend myself to 
the last extremity. The capitulations which yon 
may think proper to grant me will determine me 
to surrender the place to you in order to prevent 
the effusion of the blood of the men who defend 
it. Whatever resolution joxjl come to, there is 
one left for me, which would hurt the interests of 
the Sovereign you serve." 

To this Colonel Amherst briefly replied, refusing 
any other terms than the surrender of the garrison 
as prisoners of war. " I don't thirst," he said, 
" after the blood of the garrison ; but you must 
determine quickly or expect the consequences, for 
this is my final determination." 

The next day d'Haussonville surrendered, and 
Newfoundland was recovered. 

The close of the year witnessed the termination 
of the protracted war. On the 3rd of November, 
1 762, the treaty of Fontainebleau put an end to 
' hostilities, restoring some of the places' which had 
been conquered, but, on the whole, securing great 
advantages to England. France renounced all 
pretensions to Nova Scotia or Acadie, and ceded 
Canada as well as Cape Breton and all the islands 
in the St Lawrence. Newfoundland was given up 
entirely to England, the French having liberty to 
fish and dry on certain parts of the coast The 
British possessions in America were limited to a 
line drawn along the middle of the Mississippi. 
Mobile and all other French possessions on the 
left bank of the river were given up to England, 
with the exception of New Orleans. Quadaloupe, 
Mariegalante, Desirade, Martinico, and Belleisle 
were restored to France, together with Goree. 
England obtained Ghrenada, St Vincent, Dominica, 
Tobago, and Senegal. The possessions of both 
belligerents in the East Indies were placed on the 
footing on which they stood before 1749. Minorca 
was given back to England. Similar exchanges of 
territoiyand fortresses were made on the Continent. 

As a consequence of this treaty, many changes 
took place in the position of the troops: The 
whole of the Force under the Marquis of Oranby 
was recalled from Germany, preceded by his Lord* 
ship. Ill health preventing him from taking a 
f onnal farewell of the Officers and men on a public 
parade or final review, the Marquis addressed 
them in a letter of thanks, in which he said he 
could not leave the oountiy without bearing public 
testimony to his entire approbation of the conduct 



of the Army left under his command. He said 
his best endeavours had always been directed to 
their good by every means in his power, and he 
had the satisfaction to think he had some reason 
to flatter himself of their being convinced, if not 
of the efficacy, at least of the sincerity, of his in- 
tentions, if he might judge by the noble return 
their behaviour had made him — a behaviour, he 
added, " that, while it fllls him with gratitude, 
endeared them to their King and country, and has 
covered them with glory and honour. Highly 
sensible of their merit he shall continue, while he 
lives, to look upon it as much his duty, as it will 
for ever be his inclination, to give them every 
possible proof of his afPection and esteem, which 
he should be happy to make as apparent as their 
valour has been and will be conspicuous and 
exemplary in after-ages." 

Few Commanders in the last century, or indeed 
in any other, have enjoyed so much popularity as 
Lord Granby. It was not simply because of his 
courage and judgment in the field. His liberality 
and generosity found large scope for exercise 
during a war which subjected the British soldier 
•to many privations. The troops cantoned in the 
bishopric of Peterborough suffered great hardships 
from a scarcity of forage and provisions, and these 
were eventually alleviated by the noble efforts 
suggested by the Marquis's kindness of heart. 
As a consequence of the hold he had obtained 
upon the hearts of the soldiers, every village ale- 
house keeper found it to his interest to adorn his 
sign -post with a portrait of the hero, and the 
passing veteran or retired pensioner, recognising 
the noble General, splendidly portrayed in the 
uniform of his Begiment, could seldom resist the 
temptation to drain a tankard to his health. It 
will be remembered that it was at one of the 
hostelries decorated with " the effigies " of the 
" Markis," that Dickens's Mr Weller was accus- 
tomed to take his potatii U\ 

The troops lost no time in embarking for Eng- 
land. The Dragoons-^t least, the Boyal Horse 
Guards — were permitted, before their departure, 
to sell their horses in Germany, and apply tho 
proceeds to their own special benefit. 
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OHAPTEB XII. 

Mutiny at Quebec — Irruptions by the Indians — Changes 
in Cofltome and Appointments — ^The ** Merit" Badge in 
the 5th Foot— The Guards at the London RioU^The 
King — Revolt in the American Colonies — Military 
Measures— The Battles of Concord, Lexington, and 
Bunker's Hill — ^Americans declare ** Independence "— 
Large Armaments sent to New York — Successes of Sir 
W. Howe — His subsequent Inaction — ^Capture of Gene- 
ral Lee— Affairs at Trenton and Princeton — The 
Battles of Brandy wine and German town — George 
Washington's Generalship —Sir W. Howe's Army at 
Philadelphia. 

A long period of inaction followed upon tlie 
peace of Fontainebleau. Earope needed repose 
after so many years of warfare, and the finances 
of England required repair. The National Debt 
had augmented to the alarming snm of one h an- 
dred millions sterling ; and, if no new sources of 
revenue could be created, a steady economy was 
essential to prevent an intolerable load of taxation. 

But that state of political and social existence 
which benefited civil life, was of serious injury to 
the Army. Indolence led to dissipation, and 
induced indiscipline. Moreover, the passion for 
tailoring the Army, peculiar to men in high 
places, caused alterations in costume and appoint- 
ments, which were not always improvements, 
and active-minded Commanding Officers at home 
worried their charges in gairison with details 
which only engendered expense and discontent. 

One of the effects of inactivity soon became 
apparent at Quebec. The Commander-in-Chief 
in North America having directed Major-General 
Murray to cause a stoppage to be made of four- 
pence for each ra||Dn of provisions issued to the 
troops, a serious mutiny took place on the part of 
the 15th, 27th, and 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 
60th Begimente. On the 18th September, 1763, 
the men took up arms, behaved with great 
violence, and insisted on marching to New Tork. 
General Murray was equal to the occasion. With 
the assistance of the Officers o'* the garrison, he 
prevailed upon the men to return to their barracks, 
assuring them that their grievances should be 
laid before the Commander-in Chief. The men 
yielded, repeating their declaration that they 
would not serve if required to pay for their pro- 
visions. The next day. General Murray called 
together the Officers and non-commissioned 
officers of the different Regiments, and repre- 
sented to them the necessity of reducing the 
men to obedience, or perishing in the attempt. 
It was feared, that if the Quebec garrison suc- 
ceeded in the revolt, all the other troops in 
America would follow their example, to the im- 
mense detriment of the Service and the country. 
The Officers and non-commissioned staff did 
their best, but all persuasion was thrown away. 
Trusting to their numbers, and having, as is 



always the. case under such circumstances, bad 
advisers among them, the men stubbornly insisted 
upon a compliance with their demands for ex- 
emption from the required payment. General 
Murray saw the necessity for prompt and vigorous 
action. Ordering a parade on the morning of the 
2l8t September, he read the Articles of War 
aloud to the assembled mutineers, and, after 
pointing out the enormity of their crime, declared 
his resolution to compel them to submission at 
all hazards. No movement or sign of repentance 
being apparent, he advanced to the head of 
Colonel Amherst's grenadiers, and declared he 
would immediately put to death the first man 
who refused to obey ; and, as a test of their com- 
pliance, he ordered them to march in single files, 
between two royal colours, planted on either side 
of a pathway, for the purpose. Astounded at his 
determination, and alarmed by his manner, which 
left no doubt of the sincerity of his intentions, the 
men at once passed between the modern Furc(B 
CaudincB, returned cheerfully to their duty, and 
expressed their sorrow for the past. 

The return of the men to loyalty and reason, 
and the restriction of the munity to the limits of 
Quebec, was fortunate for the interests of the 
State, for a new enemy arose in the Southern 
provinces of America, whom no treaties could 
restrain ; and against whose aggressions force 
only could prevail. The frontiers of Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia were disturbed by 
large bodies of Indians, who, uniting the temp* 
tations of plunder with their natural hatred of 
the white man, made serious inroads upon the 
plantations and settlements. No longer required 
to act with the French against the English, nor 
with the English against the French, they slaked 
their thirst for plunder in the habitations of the 
innocent and unprotected. Fort Pitt, in Penn- 
sylvania, was beleaguered by. these relentless 
savages, who sought to decorate their wigwams 
with the scalps of the colonists. It fell to the 
Highland Begiment to relieve the fort, and drive 
these sanguinary barbarians into their forests and 
wilds. The Corps made its way through thick 
woods and defiles, assailed at every step by 
ambushed Indians, and finally rescued the settlers 
from the impending danger ; and after spending 
the winter of '63 in Fort Pitt, it marched, early 
in 1764, 250 miles, penetrating the heart of the 
country, and finally reducing the Delaware tribe 
to complete submission. 

In 1764, the authorities in, England and Ireland 
diverted themselves with the introduction of somQ 
slight changes in military appointments. Those 
singular decorations, denominated aigmUeites,^ 

• The "^aiguillette** simply consisted of oords, of 
bnlKoD, silk, or cotton, made fast at the ends by a tag re« 
aembling a nail. The word ia of lAtin origin. 
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which were then worn bj the Dragoon Gnarda, 
were exchanged for epaulettes, and the heavy 
jack or jacked-boots were replaced by a lighter 
deecription of boot — ^anqaestionably a change for 
the better. The horses of the Cavalry were like- 
wise benefited, by an order which directed that 
long tails shonld for the fnture be caltivated. 
Eiarly in the centnry, or towards the close of its 
predecessor, when William m. was in Holland or 
Ireland — the exact date has not been ascertained 
— ^the Cavalry horses had been docked of their 
flowing caudal appendages, and a short stump, 
which had the sole recommendation of being a 
more cleanly affair, and saving the trooper a little 
trouble, had come into use. Experience proved 
its economy in one sense, inasmuch as a horse, 
when teazed by flies, was obliged to move his 
head away from the manger or the heap of hay, 
to give vain attention to the torturers on his 
flanks, and, so engaged, ate less of his rations. On 
the other hand, the worry and the reduced diet 
robbed him of flesh and diminished his effective- 
ness. The long tail acted as a valuable switch, 
and the horses grew fat under the combined influ- 
ence of the natural appendix and the absence of 
all severe marching and exposure. 

Lieuttoant-(}eneral Fowkes commanded in 
Dublin in '64, and kept a watchful eye upon the 
pastimes of the officers. Some of his garrison 
orders, still extant, illustrate his vigilance. He 
recommended the officers to eschew *' play " while 
on duty at the Castle, and desired those of the 
Horse Guards who attended the drawing-rooms to 
avoid mixing with the ladies, on account of the 
inconvenience the hooped petticoats sustained by 
coming into contact with Military spurs I Thus, 
in deference to a preposterous fashion, the Dra- 
goon was either to be bereft of a necessary agent 
in his utility — ^for who can say at what moment 
a soldier may be called upon in Ireland to per- 
'form an active duty ? — or to deny himself one of 
the gratiflcations attaching to his professional 
position. 

The Army and the nation experienced a severe 
loss in the year 1765. His Boyal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland, the third son of George IL, 
the hero of Dettingen and CuUoden, died, and was 
interred in Henry the Seventh's Chapel in West- 
minster Abbey. The wound which he received at 
Dettingen broke out again in 1764, never having 
been entirely cured, and produced a fever which 
terminated the Duke's life. His death was much 
lamented. The House of Lords passed a resolution 
on the occasion, declaring that-^ 

" The many eminent public and private virtues, 
the extent of capacity, and the magnanimity of 
mind ; the affection for His Majesty's person, and 
the eminent services performed for this country, 
which distinguished the great and excellent Prince, 



had made an impression never to be erased from 
the minds of a grateful people/' 

Not a single incident tending to diversify the 
monotony of life in garrison, beyond an occasional 
review, occurred to render 1766 memorable. 

The year 1767 was distinguished by the intro- 
duction into the 5th Foot of a system of honorary 
distinction which produced by its stimulus such 
a body of non-commissioned officers as few Corpe 
could boast of. The honorary distinction con- 
sisted of three olyses of medals : the first of 
gilt metal, was granted for simple ".merit ; " the 
second of silver, was, the reward of fourteen yean 
of Military merit ; and the third, of the same ma* 
terial, was insculped with the name of the wearer, 
and was the guerdon of twenty-one years' good 
and faithful service as a soldier. This notable 
"Order of Merit" was distributed every year 
before the annual review. 

In the same year some alterations were made 
in the prices of Cavalry commissions ; but as these 
have since been augmented until they have reached 
their present standard, it is unnecessary to oita 
them in this place. 

Some disturbances occurring in the maritime 
and inanufacturing towns, and riots taking place 
in London in 1768, the services of the Life Guards, 
Dragoon Guards, and Foot Gtiards were pat in 
requisition in aid of the Civil Power. 

An incident in connection with the London 
riots is worthy of special mention. 

Mr John Wilkes, an Alderman and Member of 
the House of Commons, had published a libel on 
the Government, in a journal 4^ rather a liberal 
tendency, considering the state of politics and the 
degree of liberty allowed the Press in thoee days. 
For this he was tried and sentenced to imprison- 
ment in the King's Bench. On the day of his libe- 
ration an immense mob assembled about the Bench 
for the purpose of escorting the '' patriot " to the 
House of Commons. The tumultuous nature of 
the proceedings of the mob rendered necessary the 
interference of the dvic authorities, and what is 
called the Biot Act was read. Brickbats and 
stones were hurled at the magistracy and the sol- 
diery during this operation, whereupon the active 
interference of the latter was invited. Some of 
the 3rd Battalion of Foot Guards fired upon the 
crowd, and shot a young man of the name of 
Allen, who was, it appeared, a mere spectator of 
the scene. A warrant was obtained for the arrest 
of Captain Alexander Murray, who commanded 
the party of Guards, and a charge of murder 
laid at the door of three of the soldiers. But 
the Government sustained Captain Murray in the 
conduct he had been obliged to adopt, and Lord 
Barrington, the Secretary-at-War, wrote a letter 
to the Field Officer on duty, which became the 



I769-74-J 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



67 



subject of mnch popular auimadTernon. It ran 
thus: 

" I have mucli pleasure in informing you that 
EQs Majesty highly approves of the conduct of 
both the Officers and men, and desires that 
His Majesty's approbation should be communi- 
cated to them through you. Employing the 
troops on so disagreeable a serrice always gives 
me pain ; but the droumstances of the times 
make it necessary. I am penuaded they see that 
necessity, and will continue, as the^ have done, 
to perform their duty with alacrity. I beg you 
wiU be pleased to assure them that every pos- 
sible regard shall be shown to them ; their seal 
and good behaviour upon the occasion deserve it ; 
and in case any disagreeable circumstance should 
happen in the execution of their duty, they shall 
have every 'defence and protection that the law 
can aathorise, and this office can give." 

The only other events which occurred in 1768, 
having reference to - the Army, were the resigna- 
tion of the Colonelcy of the 15th Foot, by Sir 
Jeffery Amherst, who afterwards took the 8rd 
Bufifs, and the substitution of a dark-blue uniform 
for light-blue, thitherto worn by the Cavalry. It 
may likewise be mentioned that helmets, adorned 
witii red horse-hair, were issued to the Dragoons, 
in place of the cocked hats. 

Nothing occurred worthy of note in 1769 and 
1770, excepting that Lord Mayor Beckford in- 
formed the 8ecretary-at-War that a relieved 
detachment of soldiers from Spitalfields had 
marched on their way back to their quarters, 
before the Mansion House, and through the heart 
of the City, with drums beating and fifes playing, 
*' making a very warlike appearance, and raising 
in the minds of the peaceful citizens the idea of a 
town garrisoned with regular troops." The cur- 
rent of popular feeling in Mr Beckford's time 
ran in such direct antagonism to anything wear- 
ing an aspect of Military government, that even 
the innocent parade of a detachment actually 
employed on the requisition of the magistrates to 
preserve the public peace, was deemed worthy of 
remonstrance. Lord Barrington, in deference, we 
may suppose, to the prejudice of the hour, was 
"very clear in opinion that no troops should 
inarch through the City in the manner described, 
without previous notice to the Lord Mayor."* 

The years 1771, 1772, and 1773 were as barren 
of events as their immediate predecessors. A 
necessity had arisen for employing the 6th and 14th 
Foot to reduce the Caribbee Indians to order and 
submission, and other Corps were engaged iif sup- 
pressing the outrageous proceedings of the WhUe- 
bays. Hearts of Steel, and Hearts of Oak, as 

* The 8rd Bnfib is the only Regiment of the Line 
wbieh enjoys the privilege of marching through London 
with fixed hftyonets. 



certain combinations of the Irish personally called 
themselves, but the operations were not of suffi- 
cient consequence to merit more than a passing 
notice. 

It has been observed that the King was very 
peaceably inclined, and avoided all occasions for 
hostility so long as the national honour and the 
integrity of the British dominions could be pre- 
served. But his personal courage — a family 
inheritance — ^was beyond all question, and he took 
much pride in his Army. He reviewed the troops 
himself, understood martial manoeuvring a great 
deal better than many of lus Officers, and had the 
Articles of War at his finger ends. He copied 
every capital chart, took the models of all the 
celebrated fortifications in Europe, ascertaining 
their weak and their strong sides, and learned the 
soundings of the chief harbours in Europe. The 
time was rapidly approaching when peaceful pur^ 
suits would have to be laid aside, and the Bioyal 
energies applied to the defence of the King's most 
valuable possessions. 

The Colonists in America revolted in 1774. 
Taxation without representation in the Commons 
House of Parliament was the principle of their 
revolt, and they followed up their remonstrances 
and protests by taking up arms, and committing 
acts of treason and violence. 

No part of the Military history of Great 
Britain affords so few subjects of pleasant retro- 
spection as the war which unexpectedly followed 
upon the endeavour of the Eing*s Government to 
coerce the Colonists, and bring them back to their 
allegiance after they had formally declared their 
independence of the mother country in 1776. 
Deterioration in Military efficiency is always more 
or less the result of prolonged inaction. 

" The cankers of a calm world and a long peaoe,*' 

the British Army had materially degenerated, and 
excepting the comparatively few veterans who had 
survived the campaigns of Germany and the West 
Indies, thirteen years previously, the ranks were 
filled with recruits and holiday soldiers. Still, 
their experience was superior to that of the 
Colonists, who had never been engaged in actual 
warfare ; and had they been properly commanded, 
they might easily have triumphed over the people 
they were sent to subdue, considering that they 
were five times as numerous, and much better 
equipped. As it was, the war afforded constant 
occasion for the display of heroism, and from first 
to last exhibited traces of good discipline ; but the 
Colonists, who afterwards became the " enemy," 
were so capitally led, their cause so thoroughly 
hearted, their knowledge of the country so per- 
fect, and their resources rendered so abundant by 
the ultimate alliance of the French, that complete 
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failare of all the Military combinations of the 
British Generals was the inevitable result. 

We will endeavoar to snmmarise the main 
incidents of the war in the interests of historical 
trutlu 

By the spring of 1775, the Colonists, who 
called themselves Provincials, had organised their 
disloyalty to the Grown and established a Gon- 
gress. In the province of Massachusetts Bay, the 
authority of the British Parliament to impose 
stamp and tea imposts had first been called in 
question, and here it was destined the first hos- 
tilities should oommence between the mother 
eountry and h^Golonies. 

General Gage, who commanded the Boyal Forces 
in the northern provinces, hearing that a consider- 
able quantity of Military stores, purchased by 
agents for the Provincial Oongress, were deposited 
At the little town of Concord, twenty miles from 
Boston, sent Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, of the 10th 
Foot, with a body of Grenadiers and Light In- 
fantry to destroy them. This was on the 18th 
of April. Go the following day he despatched 
Lieutenant-Colonel Percy with additional troops 
to aid Lieutenant-Colonel Smith. The 10th Foot 
accomplished their purpose, after an exchange of 
shots with a handful of armed men, and retreated 
by way of Lexington. Here they found the 
Provincials drawn up in greater force. An action 
ensued. The British troops continued their march 
back to Boston, annoyed the whole way by 
musketry discharged from houses and behind 
walls, hedges, &c. Much blood was spilt — the 
first blood in this lamentable encounter between 
brethren of the same race, speaking iihe same 
language, and, until then, acknowledging the 
same supreme political authority. 

It was now evident to General Gage that the 
revolt had assumed formidable proportions, ,and 
needed to be put down with a strong hand. He 
accordingly determined to fortify a lofty hill, over- 
looking Boston, in the vicinity of Charlestown, on 
the Biver Charles. But the Provincials were 
equally alive to the importance of this measure, 
and with characteristic alacrity anticipated the 
General. Gn the night of the 16tkof June, they 
had contrived to entrench themselves on the hill, 
and to bid defianoe to the British. Major-General 
Howe and Brigadier-General Pigot were ordered 
to dblodge them. Two thousand men, with field 
pieces and howitzers, formed the assailants. The 
Provincials, with a coolness and soldiership 
worthy of veterans, reserved their fire until the 
British approached near enough to feel its effects, 
and then received them with a close and unre- 
mitting mUratUe, The British line recoiled before 
the deadly discharge. General Clinton arrived 
with reinforcements, and rallied the retiring 
troops. Stong with the reflection that they had 



been forced to give way by an enemy whom they 
despised, the British soldiers returned to the 
attack with irresistible impetuosity, forced the 
entrenchments at the point of the bayonet, and 
compelled the Provincials to retire. The loss 
sustained by the assailants was, however, very 
severe. Neaily one-half the detachment was eithe)r 
destroyed or placed hors de ccmibaJt, On this occa- 
sion, the 43rd and 50th Begiments acted together 
for the first time. Nineteen Officers, among whom 
were Lieutenant-Colonel Abercrombie, Majors 
Pitcaim and Williams, fell in the assault on the 
entrenchments. " Bunker's Hill," as the action has 
since been called, was a dearly-bought victory. 
The Americans to this hour claim it as theirs, but 
as the British were masters of the field after the 
Provincials retreated, it was unquestionably a 
Boyal triumph. The troops, young as they were, 
proved the excellence of their mettle. They had 
made forced marches to reach the ground, were 
encumbered with three days* provisions, heavy 
knapsacks, pouches, belts, and a firelock (weighing 
altogether about 125 pounds on each man's back), 
and under a burning sun, and in the face of a 
galling fire, pushed up a steep hill, and drove 
back their foes. The Artillery, which accompanied 
the Infantry, was of little or no use, for the shot 
sent from Boston was of too large a diameter to 
fit the calibre of the guns. 

Immediately previous to the affair at Bunker's 
Hill, an exploit at Ticonderoga nearly placed 
Canada at the mercy of the Provincials. One 
Ethan Allen, a dariog Colonist of the old Puritan 
stock, by a stratagem induced' Captain De la 
Place, who was in charge of the fortress on Lake 
Gcoige, to lend him twenty men of the small 
garrison for his own private purposes. As it had 
been customary to accommodate the loyal subjects 
of the King in this manner, the confiding De la 
Place yielded to Allen's application. At night 
(on the 3rd of May), Allen obtained entrance to 
the fort with fifty men, and coolly demanded its 
surrender "in the name of the Great Jehovah 
and the Continental Congress." De la Place had 
no means of resistance, and Ticonderoga, wich an 
immense number of guns, and a large magazine 
of stores, passed from the hands of the British. 

This "smart** operation was followed by an 
attack upon Quebec, then garrisoned by a part of 
the 7th Fusiliers and others, commanded by Sir 
Guy Carleton. It would have fallen to the Pro- 
vincials but for the providential arrival of the 
9th, 20th, ^st, 84th, and 53rd Begiments, who 
compelled them to raise the siege. 

On the 4th of July, 1776, ' the Colonists pro- 
claimed their independence, and made vigorous 
preparations to maintain the dangerous position 
they had assumed. The Home Gcvemment was 
not indifferent to the crisis, and, in spite of Par* 
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liamentary oppomtion to the ooeroion of the 
Colonists, had despatched a large number of ad- 
ditional troops to America^ The Force on foot 
did not fall short at this time of 30,000 baycHiets, 
including the 4th, 5th, 10th, 18th, 22nd, and 
23rd Regiments, which had been more or less 
engaged at Bunker's Hill, Concord, and Lexington ; 
the 14th, Idth, 17th, 27th, Sath, 38th, 40th, 
42nd 43rd, 44th, 45th, 49th, 52nd, 63rd, 64th, 
a part of the 46th and 7l8t Regiments, the six 
Regiments named in the preceding paragraph, 
the 16th and 17th Light Dragoons, and several 
Battalions of Hessianj. Properly commanded, 
such a Force might even then have preserved the 
Colonies to the Crown. 

Immediately after their repulse at Bunker's 
Hill, the Provincials blockaded Boston, and com- 
pelled the Royal troops to 'retire to Halifax, 
leaving behind them large quantities of stores 
and ammunition, which became of great use to 
the rebels, who, happily for them, soon obtained 
another accession of the maiSriel of war by the 
arrival in the harbour of a ship laden with sup- 
plies for the troops. Aware of the importance of 
using evezy effort to consolidate the advantages 
they acquired, and of being prepared for emer- 
gencies, the Provincials rapidly mastered the ele- 
ments of Military science ; and selecting as their 
Commander the once loyal and always brave and 
sagacious soldier George Washington,* who had 
served under Braddock and other Officers some 
years previously, awaited the Royal troops with 
confidence. 

The British reinforcements began rapidly to 
arrive. Lord Howe commanded the Naval 
Force, and General Sir William Howe, his brother, 
was at the head of the troops. Immediately 
after their arrival. Long Island was attacked. A. 
fierce resistance was offered to the English ; but 
the Provincials deemed it advisable to retreat in 
the night, and were shortly afterwards expelled 
from New York. This greatly disheartened them, 
and had Sir William Howe followed up his ad- 
vantage, the issue would not have been doubtful. 

Perceiving that the British General was indis- 
posed to move, the energetic Colonists lost no 
time in entrenching themselves at White Plains, 
a few miles from New York. When at length 
Sir Wm. Howe did move, it was with prodi^ous 
effect. The Royal troops drove the enemy from 
their fortified lines, captured Forts Washington 
and Lee, which opened a passage to the Jersey 
* ■■ ^— ■»■ ■ III »-»^^— ■ II — — ^^— ^ipp^i^^— ^^— ^^ 

* Wafihingtoti*8 father, Lawrence WaBhington, was an 
English Naval Officer, who served under Admiral Vernon, 
in his Aperations against the Spanish porta, on the shores 
of Central Amerioan waters. Because ol his admiration 
of the Admiral, he called the eminence upon his estate in 
Virginia, Jfouni Vernon, On that estate George Wash- 
ington lies entombed. 



provinces, took 2,000 Provincial prisoners of war, 
and reduced Rhode Island to submission. But 
Sir William, satisfied with the achievement, 
played the old game of inaction, and allowed the 
Provincials quietly to retreat, even restraining 
Lord Oomwallis, who saw the policy of following 
them up with troops flushed with their recent 
successes. Nor was this the only error committed 
by the incapable General. He was further guilty 
of the mistake of dividing his Army into small 
detachments, thus denuding himself of the only 
solid advantage — that of superior ranks — which 
he possessed over his active and devoted opponents. 

After he had crossed the River Delaware in 
retreat, Washington and his little^Army were in 
great peril. Lee, another Provincial General — a 
man of great natural powers, and of some pro- 
fes«onal training and considerable skill— deter- 
mined upon forming a junction with them, 
although he had been deserted by a large portion 
of his Forces, tempted by offers of pardon from 
Sir William Howe and his brother the Admiral. 
General Lee managed to get across the North 
River (the Hudson) with 3,000 men and some 
guns, and was in Merris county, intending to cross 
the Delaware, when he quitted the camp (on the 
18th December) in order to reconnoitre. Un- 
luckily for him. Colonel Harcourt, of the 16th 
Light Dragoons, who had been sent with a Squad- 
ron to obtain information of the movements of 
Lee's Army, learnt from a countryman, who had 
a letter from the General, where Lee was staying ; 
it was at a farm-house. Colonel Harcourt irnme* 
diately rode up to the house, and, surrounding it 
with his detachment, surprised the sentinels, 
seized General Lee and a French Lieutenant - 
Colonel who was with him, and carried them 
both off to New York. This was a great blow 
to the Americans, for Lee was a soldier of Euro- 
pean experience, who had served in Portugal, and 
likewise in the previous war with the French and 
Indians in America. For this exploit, Harcourt 
was made Aide-de-Camp to the King, and subset 
quently obtained the Colonelcy of the Regiment, 

Sir William Howe had placed the little town of 
Trenton in the charge of Colonel Donop, a 
Hessian, who had seen service, and comforted 
himself with t)ie reflection that the winter would 
pass away without the necessity of his moving, 
George Washington, however, was not the man to 
suffer the indemenoy of the season to interrupt 
active and vigorous operations. Making a sudden 
dash upon Trenton, the garrison of which place 
had given way to a laxity of discipline under a 
fatal sense of security, Washington took 1,000 
prisoners and occupied the town. Lord Com- 
wallis promptly moved forward to dislodge the 
American General. An entire day was passed in 
mutual cannonading. In the night Washington 
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retired and proceeded to Prince Town. Here be 
was opposed by Colonel Mawbood of tbe 17ib 
Foot. Colonel Mawbood bad tbe 40tb and 55tb 
Begiments witb bim, and immediately gave 
battle to Wasbington. An excban^ of cannon 
sbots took place, and tbe 17tb Foot followed up 
tbe Artillery discbarges by a msb witb tbe 
bayonet, wbicb drove tbe Provincials back into a 
ravine. Unfortunately, a combined attack bad 
not been previously concerted. Tbe 40tb and 
55 tb Begiments did not come up in time, and tbe 
17tb, finding tbemselves isolated, bad to cut tbeir 
way back, wbicb tbey did most gallantly. Cap- 
tain Stedman, in bis aocoant of tbe campaign of 
1776, observes •tbat tbis was 'one of tbe most 
remarkable exploits daring tbe entire war. Cap- 
tain Scott, wbo led tbe Begiment on tbe occasion, 
deserved and received tbe beartiest applause. . 

By dint of a series of judicious movements, to 
tbe success of wbicb General Howe contributed by 
bis inertness, Wasbington was enabled to take up 
a good position to save Pennsylvania and recover 
tbe greater portion of tbe Jerseys. He bad but 
6,000 men in tbe field to oppose to a Force of 
30,000 at Sir William*s <^sposal; but tbey 
formed an active little Army, wbicb no longer 
feared eitber drunken Hessians or idle Britisbers. 

It was not until tbe season bad well opened in 
1777 tbat Sir W. Howe, after a variety of unim- 
portant manoBQvres, took tbe field and crossed 
over from New York to tbe Jerseys, in tbe bope 
of bringing Wasbington to an action. Tbe move- 
ment was of no avail ; Wasbington refused to be 
tempted. Howe tben feigned to retreai Tbe 
American Commander, believing tbe retrogression 
to be real, immediately removed to Quibble 
Town. He bad scarcely done so ere tbe Englisb 
returned. Wasbington went back to Jersey and 
resumed bis former attitude. Sir William, find- 
ing it impossible to bring bim to a struggle, 
finally retired. 

By a cfm-p similar to tbat wbicb enabled 
Colonel Harcourt to capture General Lee, an 
American Officer managed to take General Pres- 
cott prisoner. He could only be released by tbe 
surrender of Lee to tbe Americans. 

Being now at liberty to select bis own position, 
General Wasbington moved to tbe nortbem side 
of Brandywine Biver, tbe better to protect Pbila- 
delpbia. Lord Comwallis, wbo was decidedly 
tbe most active soldier under tbe orders of Sir 
William Howe, made a corresponding move. 
Wasbington sent General Sullivan to oppose Lord 
Comwallis. Tbe troops of botb parties came into 
collision at Brandywine, and Suibvan was signally 
defeated. In tbis action tbe young Marquis de 
la Fayette took part, and gave proofs of tbat 
valour wbicb afterwards secured for bim a promi- 
nent position among tbe best soldiers of tbe age. 



Tbougb very recently married, bis interest in tbd 
American cause induced bim to equip a vessel 
at bis own expense, and, accompanied by some 
friends, to cross tbe Atlantic and ofifer bis ser- 
vices to Congress. His ofifer was accepted, and a 
command immediately assigned to bim under tbe 
orders of Wasbington. France bad not, as yet, 
openly espoused tbe cause of tbe revolted Colonies, 
but tbey bad ber sympathy, and Officers were 
freely permitted to proceed to America and sbow 
tbe untaught warriors tbe road to victory. 

After tbe battle of Brandywine, Major-General 
Grey, a skilfal and energetic Officer, surprised tbe 
camp of General Wayne, killing and wounding 
some 800 of tbe Provincials, witb very little loea 
on bis own side. 

On tbe 23rd of September, Sir W. Howe, hav- 
ing secured tbe command of the Schuylkill, crossed 
over witb tbe whole of bis Army, and on tbe 26tb 
established himself at German Town, Pennsyl- 
vania. On tbe following day Lord Comwallis 
took peaceable possession of Philadelphia. 

Early in October Wasbington resolved upon sur- 
prising tbe camp at German Town. Beinforced 
by 1,500 troops from Peekskill and I.OUO Virgi- 
nians, be quitted bis camp at Sbippack Creek, and» 
covered by a thick fog, attacked the troops posted 
at the bead of the village as the 4tb of October 
dawned. The 40 tb Begiment wbicb held tbe 
position was obliged to retreat, and Washington,, 
advancing witb bis Army in five columns, endea- 
voured to enter tbe north end of tbe village witb 
tbe design of separating tbe British Force. lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Musgrove, of tbe 40th, baving 
contrived, by great address and activity, to keep 
together five companies of tbe Begiment, threw 
them into a large store-bouse in tbe village tbat 
lay in front of tbe enemy. This checked tbe 
progress of the Americans, and gave time to tbe 
rest of the British Line to get under arms. Wasb- 
ington ordered a Brigade to surround tbe bouse, 
and make prisoners of the detachment. But 
Colonel Musgrove refused to surrender, and tbe 
40tb poured a deadly fire on tbe Americans from 
tbe windows of tbe bouse. Four pieces of cannon 
were brought against bim. Still be courageously 
resisted, until Major-General Grey and Brigadier- 
General Agnew came up witb two Brigades, and 
attacked the enemy with great spirit Tbe battle 
lasted for some time. At length tbe Americans 
gave way, and retired precipitately, but not until 
tbey had left 600 English on tbe field, killed or 
wounded. Among the former were Brigadier- 
General Agnew and Colonel Bird. Tbe Americana 
bad 200 or 300 killed, 600 wounded, and 400 of 
tbeir number were taken prisoners. There were 
errors on botb sides in this affair. Sir W. 
Howe might have prevented tbe American 
attack by bringing lus troops to tbe front 
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before tbeir arriyal, for it seems lie knew of 
Washington's intentions ; and Washington would 
probably have sncceeded in his scheme if, instead 
of wasting his time in the attack upon the house 
occupied by Colonel Musgrove, he had at once 
assailed the whole BritLsh line in its unprepared 
state. 

Subsequently to the battle at Oennan Town, 
Washington took post at White Marsh, fourteen 
miles from Philadelphia. Disturbed in the occu- 
pation of this position he retired to Valley Forge, 
where he rested for the winter. His Army was 
in a deplorable condition. Poorly provisioned, in 
rags, and. indifferently supplied with the munitions 
of war, he must have succumbed to circumstances 
had his immediate enemy possessed a common 
degree of sagacity, spirit, and activity. Happily 
for him, Sir William Howe stirred neither hand 
nor foot, and the Officers of his Army were too 
well pleased with the allurements of the Quaker 
City to desire professional occupation. They 
drank, gambled, and gave themselves up to other 
dissolute courses, to the great scandal of the sober 
inhabitants of the town. The soldiers, taking 
example from the Officers, indulged in indiscrimi- 
nate plunder, and became objects of general 
aversion. 



OHAPTEB XIIL 

QwivnA Baryroyiie Selected to Oommand an Expedition to 
CSanada — Marob npon TiooDderoga, and throiigh tbe 
Woods to the Hudson — ^Tronbles and Impediments <- 
The Army reaches Saratoga— Engagements with the 
Enemy — Dreadfal Losses and Straits — Convention 

Sropoeed to General Gates — Capitnlation — The 
finister Attacked in tbe Honse of Commons — Barfroyne 
Retoms to England— His Defence of Himself — Wash- 
ington's Letter to Bnrgoyne— Sir W. Howe Resigns 
bis Command and Returns Home — ^France and Spain 
Coontenance the Americans — ^War Declared. 

Upon receiving intelligenne of the attempt 
which the Americans had made to capture Quebec, 
the British Administration had come to the reso- 
lution to carry on the war, on the side of Canada 
and the Lakes, with activity and energy. With 
this view, a considerable Force was despatched 
from England, and placed under the command of 
Lientenant-General Burgoyne, the Officer who had 
reaped distinction in Portugal 

It was a great mistake on the part of Lord 
George (Germain — ^the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies (in whom the reader will scarcely recog- 
nise the late Lord George SackviUe*) — ^to send 
Burgoyne upon a difficult service in a country of 

• * Lord George SackvlUe, of Minden famei, had sno- 
eeeded to the name of Germain, and was restored to Royal 
lavonr. 



which he knew nothing, to the supersession of % 
man of so much experience and deserving as Sir 
Guy Carleton. The latter Officer was familiar 
with the Canadas and the people, and had sdready 
shown his competency for command in duties of 
some magnitude. But it was the policy of the 
Ministry of the day to cast sops to the Cerberus 
of opposition. The success of Military operations 
was a secondary consideration, if a troublesome 
opponent could be sent out of the way. Now 
Burgoyne was a Member of Parliament, and in 
that capacity had severely criticised the incom- 
petency of the Howes, proteges of Lord North, 
the Prime Minister in esse. Therefore he was a 
fit man to command a very important expedition I 
We shall see with what result. 

Burgoyne proceeded to St John's, in what is 
now called Eastern or Lower Canada, as soon as 
he received his appointment. The Force at his 
disposal was thoroughly effective, and he had the 
advantage of being supported by as fine a set of 
Officers as could be procured after so long a 
period of inaction as fifteen years. Major-General 
Philips was Second in Command, and the Brigades 
were under Colonels Frazer, Powel, and Hamilton, 
and two or three Hanoverian Officers. The troops 
amounted to nearly 8 000 men, and the Artillery 
was strong and effective. 

The Lieutenant-General's first measure was to 
send forward Colonel St Leger with light troops 
of Indians, to make a diversion in favour of the 
Army on the shores of Lake Ontario, while he 
himself advanced to Ticonderoga, then in the 
occupation of the Americans. Having invested 
the fortress, he moved to the Falls of Skenes- 
borough, where he gave battle to the enemy, and 
defeated them. - Leaving his artillery and baggage 
to be embarked at Lake George, under the super- 
vision of Major-General Philips, who was to join 
him at Fort Edward, on the Hudson, Lieutenant- 
General Burgoyne set forth with his Army on the 
road to the river leading to Albany, his ultimate 
destination. It was a prodigious mistake to select 
this route, while that by Lake George lay open 
to him. The entire country was intersected by 
woods, swamps, and morasses. The dank vegeta* 
tion, the poisonous malaria, affected the troops. 
They were worried by myriads of insects, and 
oppressed by the fierce heat of a Canadian summer. 
Every now and then long halts had to be made, 
while the pioneers felled trees to cut a road for 
the Army. Sickness soon filled the field hospitals. 
In the meanwhile, General Schuyler, who com- 
manded the Americans, obtained reinforcements 
under Major-General Arnold, one of the most 
active, brave, and accomplished Officers in the 
Army of the Provincials. To add to Burgoyne'a 
troubles. Colonel St Leger failed in his enterprise, 
after committing numerous cruelties, which in* 
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creased tlie unpopularity of tlie British' cause. By 
the middle of the month of September, however, 
the British General had managed to reach the 
heights and plains of Saratoga, where he found 
his vast train of artillery, and was in a condition 
.to attack the enemy at Stillwater. The battle 
lasted the entire day (the 19th), and was fiercely 
contested on both sides. Major- General Gates 
had assumed the command of the Americans, and, 
aided by Schuyler and Arnold, was a formidable 
opponent. Arnold led the American troops 
into action, and they found "foemen worthy 
of their steel" in the 20th, 2l8t, and 62nd 
Begimente, and the Grenadiers, and Light 
company of the 24th. On this portion of the 
Infantry the brunt of the battle fell. The los<) 
was heavy on both sides. The English had 600 
killed and wounded, and the Americans suffered 
to a still greater extent. Ultimately the latter 
abandoned the field. But Burgoyne was unable to 
derive any solid advantage from his success. He 
was too much burthened by his artillery and stores 
to move onwards. Another long halt became un« 
avoidable. The General entrenched his camp, and 
sent off advices to Sir W. Howe, seeking assist* 
ance. Sir Guy Carleton had resigned his command 
at Quebec, in disgust at the Minister's neglect of 
his just pretensions, and would afford no assistance. 
To add to Burgoyne's trouble, the Indians deserted 
him. They had been disappointed in their expecta* 
tions of plunder, and as their hunting season had 
arrived, they hastened to rejoin their tribes. Nor 
was this the only desertion which befell the General. 
For lack of forage and provisions the horses and 
men of his little Army began to fall off, and his 
8,000 bayonets had now diminished to less than 
5,000. Aware of his condition, Gates and Arnold 
planned an expedition to enable them to get into 
Burgoyne's rear, and cut off his retreat. Colonel 
Brown, who conducted it, got to • the north end of 
Lake George, and made prisoners of three com* 
panics of the 5drd Foot. Burgoyne resolved to 
retreat to the Lakes. To effect this object it was 
necessary to dislodge the enemy from their posts 
on the left. He accordingly attacked them in their 
lines with 1,500 men. Arnold headed the Ameri* 
cans, as usual, and received a wound whioh com- 
pelled him to retire. This gave victory to the 
English. Night closed the combat. The advan- 
tage, a slight one, had been dearly purchased. 
Brigadiers Frazer and Bregonen, with other OfiS* 
cers, were killed, and the enemy made prisoners of 
200 Officers and men. 

Burgoyne now changed the position of his Army 
and wooed the Americans to try conclusions in 
another fight. They were too wary to heed the 
tempter. Their object was to turn the British 
Commander's right. In this dilemma a retreat to 
Saratoga was the only alternative left to the 



General, who managed to effect it by leaving his 
guns and the sick in hospital behind him. Fortu- 
nately for the latter. Gates was as humane as he 
was brave and accomplished. Burgoyne endea- 
voured, when he had reached Saratoga, to retreat 
to Fort George. But the enemy stood like a lion 
in his path. Then he changed his purpose, and 
directed his attention to Fort Edward. Hei-e he 
was equally baffled ; the road was blocked up by 
a body of determined troops, well supplied with 
artillery. Burgoyne was in imminent peril ; in 
fact, his situation had attained the climax of diffi- 
culty and danger. Ince-^sant toil and misfortune 
had enervated his whole Army, and wounds and 
disease had so thinned the ranks that scarcely 
8,500 fighting men were now available. 

On the 13th of October, 1777, Lieutenant- 
General Burgoyne, finding, upon close calculation, 
that he had only seven or eight days' provisions 
in store, and no prospect of procuring any more, 
called a Council of War, comprising every Field 
Officer and Captain left to him, and resolved, 
fauifi de mieux, to enter into a convention with 
General Gates. Sending a flag of truce, he inti- 
mated his wish to communicate with the American, 
and requested that an hour might be named for 
the reception of his delegate. Gates promptly 
replied, and Major Kingston waited, by appoint- 
ment, on the 1 4th of October, upon the American 
Commander. The following are the particulars and 
result of the interview. The Military reader will 
not fail to remark that it appears to be customary 
on such occasions for the petitioners for indulgence 
and mercy to employ a tone inversely proportioned 
to their actual means of enforcing their desires. 
The bombast of Burgoyne's replies will remind 
the student of Lord Byron's poetry of the lady*a 
answer : 

** And Bftjring she would ne'er oonsent-^consented." 

Happily the instances of surrender by a British 
Army have been so rare that it is difficult to say 
if bravado is an essential feature of capitulation. 

Major EingBton*s message to General Gates was 
eonve3^ed in these words ; 

*' After having fought you twice, Lieutenant* 
General Burgoyne has waited some days in his 
present position, determined to try a third con* 
fiiet against any Force you could bring against 
him. He is apprised of the superiority of your 
numbers, and the disposition of your troops to 
impede his supplies and render his retreat a scene 
of carnage on both sides. In this situation he is 
impelled by humanity, and thinks himself justified 
by established principles and precedents of state 
and war, to spare the lives of brave men upon 
honourable terms. Should Major-General Gates 
be inclined te treat upon that idea. General Bur- 
goyne would propose a cessation of arms during 
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tbe time neceMaiy to communicate the prelimi- 
nary tenns, by which, in any extremity, he and 
his Army mean to abide." 



LT-GEN. BURGOTXB'8 
ANSWERS. 

l.—^Lieatenant-Genenil Bur- 
goyiie*B Army, however re- 
aueed, will nerer admit that 
their retreat is cat off whil« 
they have anna in their handc 



2.— This article is answered 
by General Burgoyne's first 
proposal annexed. 



a.— "The troops to march 
out of their camp with the 
honours of wnr, and the artil- 
lery of the entrenchment. which 
will be left as hereafter may be 
regulated.** 

4. - There being no OfBeer in 
this Army nnder, or capable of 
beinsr vnaer, the description of 
breaking parole, this article 
needs no answer. 



JfAJOR-GEX. GATES3 
PROPOSALS. 

1. — General Bnrgoyne*8Army 
beinci: exoeedin^iv reduced by 
repeated defeats, by desertion, 
sfckness, Ac. ; their provisions 
exhausted : their Milltsry 
horses, tents, and ba^nratre 
taken or destroyed ; their re- 
treat cut off, and their cnmp 
invested ; they can only be al- 
lowed to surrender as prisoners 
of war. 

2.~Tbe OfRccTH and soldiers 
may keep the basf{;:iige belong- 
ing to them. The Generals of 
the United States neter per- 
mit individuals to be plUagi'd. 

3. The troops under His 
Kxoellency General Burgoyae 
will be conducted by the m<^ 
eonvenient route to New 
Ensrland, mnrching' by ensy 
marches, and sufflciently pro- 
Tided for by the way. 

4.— The Officers wUI be ad- 
mitted on par<rie; may wear 
their side arms, and will be 
treated with the liberality cos- 
tomacy in Europe, so long as 
they, by proper behaviour, con- 
tinue to debcnre it ; but those 
who are apprehended having 
broken their pnmle, as some 
British Officers have done, must 
expect to be closelT^sonflned. 

&.— All public stores, nrtil* 
lery, arms, ammunition, car- 
rlKjes, horses, fcc., must be 
delivered to (^mroifislonvrs 
appointed to receive them. 

6.— These terms being- ai^t^ed 
to, and signed, the tmops 
under His Excellency General 
BnrK:oyne*S command ma be 
drawn up in their encamp- 
menta, where they will oe 
ordered to ground th«'ir arms, 
and may thereupon be marrhed 
to the river side, to be paHM'd 
•ver in their way towards 
Bennington. 

The npshot of the negotiation was, that on the 
following day articles of capitulation were signed. 
The troops were allowed to march out with the 
honours of war, and the artillery of the entrench- 
ments, to a point on the verge of the river, where 
the arms were piled, and, with the artillery, left 
by word of command from the British Officers. 
A free passage to Great Britain was granted to 
the General and his Army, on condition of their 
not serving again in North America during the 
contest then pending. The Army was to march 
to Massachusetts Bay, being supplied with pro- 
visions by General Gates's order, on the same 
scale with the American Army. All Officers 
were allowed to retain their side arms, and ad- 
mitted to their parole while in Massachusetts Bay ; 
and they were likewise permitted to retain their 
carriages, baZ-horses, and cattle. No baggage 
was to be molested or searched, nor were the 
Officers to be separated from their men. 

" Such," says the historian of the American 
War, " was the melancholy event of a campaign 



•.—All public tfores may be 
delivered, arms excepted. 



S.~Thls article Inadmissible 
in anv extremity. Sooner 
than tnis Army will consent 
to frronnd their arms in their 
encampment, they will rush on 
the enemy, determined to Cake 
no quarter. 



from which the most important benefits were pre- 
dicted." 

The intelligence of the disaster which had 
befallen General Burgoyne's Army created great 
consternation in England among those who de* 
sired the success of the Boyal arms in what was 
still called the Rebellion in America. By the 
enemies of the war and of the Ministry it was 
received with mixed emotions; regret for the 
disaster was mingled with delight that the 
arrangements of the Ghovemment had failed. 
When the House of Commons (on the 2nd of 
December) went into a Committee of Supply 
to consider the Army Estimates, Colonel Barre 
inquired what was the number of troops serv« 
ing in America? Lord Barrington replied that 
the whole Army upon paper consisted of 55,095 
men; 14,000 of whom were under General 
Carleton, 20,000 under General Howe, and the 
remaining 21,000, consisting of Regulars, Pro- 
vincials, &c., were* serving at New York, Rhode 
Island, Nova Scotia, the West Indies, &c. — ^Mr 
Byng wished to mention a circumstance which 
occurred to him on a noble Lord observing, the 
night before, that General Howe always attacked 
General Washington with an inferior Force. He 
wished to know whether the 20,000 men* who 
were said to have landed with General Howe 
were inferior to the number of 15,000 who 
had been stated to be under the command of 
General Washington. The noble Lord had' 
represented the numbej of oar Army to be 
13,000 men, and General Washington's 15,000. 
It appeared eztremel}* inconsistent to him that 
General Howe should attack an Army of 1 5,000 
men with only 13,000, when the number of his 
Army was actually 20,000. If the account 
given by the noble Lord was correct, we had no 
great reason to pride ourselves on our superior 
bravery, as we must have had a superiority of 
four to three. Lord George Geimain acknow- 
ledged it was true he had stated the Army under 
General Howe to be 13,000 men, and General 
Washington's to be 15,000, and did so still ; but 
then, he neither included in that number the 
Artillery, Officers, nor wounded soldiers. He only 
spoke of 18,000 men with armsi on their 
shoulders; 13,000 effective men engoged in 
battle, and who conquered 15,000. 

Colonel Barr^ expressed the greatest surprise 
at the reply of the noble Lord. He never heard 
so barefaced, palpable, and mean a quibble in his 
life. Never did he hear a soldier so express him- 
self : never, he was convinced, did a Minister of 
War intrude upon the House of Commons such 
an assertion. " It is deserving of remembrance, 
and I promise the noble Lord it shall be remem- 
bered. Whatl exclude from the list of the 
Army the Officers and Artillery because they do 

L 
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not carry firelocks ? Are not the Officers concerned 
in the battle ? Ai-e not the Artillery ? Do they 
nothing towards conquest ? The noble Lord may 
have partial experience on his side, perhaps, to 
prove snch a doctrine; but I promise him it 
would be very ungracious to a British audience, 
and would gain little credit even in a domestic 
circle." — (The Colonel then called upon the 
noble Lord to declare, upon his honour, what had 
become of General Burgoyne and his brave 
troops, and Lord George, in apparently a very 
flippant, pick-tooth manner, related the surrender 
and its conditions, and entreated the House to 
suspend its judgment on the General and the 
Minister who had planned the expedition.) 

Colonel Barre rose again, and in a most ani« 
mated, indignant tone, reprehended the noble 
Lord. He declared he was shocked at the cool, 
easy manner in which he related the fate of the 
brave Burgoyne. He was more so, at the assur- 
ance of insinuating that a portion of the blame 
might lie at the door of the General. "Was 
there," he exclaimed, *' a man in the House who 
in his heart could say that Burgoyne had failed 
through his own misconduct? That he had 
shown the least sign of cowardice, the least 
symptom of neglect in the expedition he was 
thrust into ? He was certain there were none 
would say so, but every man would say, or at 
least every man would think, that the man who 
planned the expedition was to blame ; the Mini- 
ster alone who c-oncocted the scheme was obnox- 
ious to reprehension for its failure. It was an 
inconsistent scheme, an impracticable one, un- 
worthy of a Rritish Minister, and rather too 
absurd for an Indian chief." 

The celebrated Charles James Fox was even 
more outraged at the easy way in which Lord 
George Germain had shifted the responsibility 
from his own shoulders to those of General Bur- 
goyne. He said, " An Army of 10,000 men 
destroyed through the ignorance, the obstinate 
wilful ignorance and incapacity of the noble 
Lord, called loudly for vengeance, and if no one 
else would take upon himself the task of moving 
directly for an inquiry into the afiPair, he himself> 
would do it. A gallant General sent like a victim 
to be slaaghtered, where his own skill and per- 
sonal bravery woald have earned him laurels if he 
had not been under the direction of a blunderer, 
which circumstance alone was the cause of his 
disgrace, was too shocking a sight for humanity 
to bear unmoved. The General and the House 
had been deceived* General Burgoyne's orders 
were to make his way to Albany, there to await 
the orders of Sir W. Howe, and to co-operate 
with him ; but General Howe knew nothing of 
the matter, for he was gone to a different county, 
and left the unhappy Burgoyne and his Army to 



make the best terms for themselves, in a country 
that was by nature so defended that strongholds 
were to be met at almost every mile ; and every 
hour's march presented almost insurpiountabla 
obstacles to their progress." 

It will be evident to the patient reader that 
these violent oppositionists were either unaware 
of the circumstances of Burgoyne's unfortunate 
and independent selection of a difficult road frpm 
Ticonderoga to Albany, or merely seized upon the 
capitulation as a convenient pretext for annoying 
an unpopular Minister. A great mistake had un- 
questionably been made in superseding Sir Guy 
Carleton, but the antecedents of Burgoj^e, apart 
from his position as an obnoxious M.P., justified 
his selection by Lord George Germain. 

On General Burgoyne's return to England, he 
found that he was no longer an object of Court 
favour, or of Ministerial countenance. He was 
refused admission to the Boyal presence, and ex- 
perienced every .mark of being in disgrace. He 
applied for a Court-Martial, and was informed 
that a Court of Inquiry, composed of General 
Officers, to whom the application was referred, 
had reported that, as a prisoner on parole to the 
Congress, he could not be tried. Resuming his 
place in Parliament, he entered warmly upon a 
defence of his conduct, when a motion was made 
by Mr Vyner for an inquiry into thfe Convention 
of Saratoga, and into the conduct of GeLcral 
Burgoyne. The motion failed, but General Bur- 
goyne had the opportunity of speaking at great 
length, and left a favourable impression on his 
hearers. Alluding to the Army, while the 
capitulation was pending, he said : 

** It was a calamitous, it was an awful, but it 
was an honourable hour : during the suspense of 
the answer from the General of the enemy to the 
refusal made by me of complying with the igno- 
minious conditions he had proposed, the coun- 
tenance of the troops beggars description. A 
patient fortitude, a sort of stem resignation, that 
no pencil or language can reach, sat on every 
brow. I am confident every heart was prepared 
to devote its last drop of blood rather than suffer 
a precedent to stand upon the British annals of an 
ignoble surrender." 

When asked by what means, and upon what 
conditions (seeing that he was a prisoner on his 
parole), he was again in the House of Commons, 
he replied : the Congress having suspended the 
action of the Convention with General Gates, 
while he (Burgoyne) was in Massachusetts, he 
wrote to General Washington to support his ap- 
plication for leave to proceed to England for the 
recovery of his health, giving his word to return 
to America if the suspension should be continued. 
General Burgoyne justly observed that Washing- 
ton's letter, in reply, ** though from an enemy. 



1778.] 



A Familiar lEstory of th British jlrmy. 



IS 



did justice to the haman heart." Oongress hav- 
ing assented to Bargoyne'a. wishes, Washington 
\rrote. dating from Pennsylvania, March 11, 1778 : 

" Yoar indulgent opinion of my character, and 
the polite terms in which you are pleased to ex- 
press it, are peculiarly flattering; and I take 
pleasure in the opportunity you have afforded me 
of assuring you, that, far from suffering the views 
of national opposition to be embittered and de- 
based by personal animosity, I am ever ready to 
do justice to the merit of the gentleman and the 
soldier ; and to esteem where esteem is due, how- 
ever the idea of a public enemy may interpose. 
You will not think it the language of unmeaning 
ceremony, if I add, that sentiments of personal 
respect » in the present instance, are reciprocal. 

" Viewing you in the light of an Officer con- 
tending against what I conceive to be the rights 
of my country, the reverse of fortune you expe- 
rienced in the field cannot be unacceptable to me ; 
'but abstracted from tonsiderations of national 
advantage I can sincerely sympathise with your 
feelings as a soldier, the unavoidable * difficulties 
of whose situation forbade his success ; and as a 
man whose lot combines the calamity of ill health, 
the anxieties of captivity, and the painful 
sensibility for a reputation exposed, where he 
most values it, to the assaults of malice and 
detraction." 

The opinion of so elevated a character as 
Washington was necessarily a great comfort to 
General Burgoyne, and must h<|ve carried convic- 
tion to many minds that he was responsible for 
nothing beyond an error — ^a fatal error — of judg- 
ment. He never succeeded in obtaining the 
formal trial he sought, and therefore resigned the 
Colonelcy of the Queen's Dragoons : also his ap- 
pointment on the Staff in America, and the 
government of Fort William. But he retained his 
rank as lieutenant-General, and it is satisfactory 
to think that time, the avenger of most wrongs, 
vindicated his fame. He was ultimately restored 
to favour; became Oommander-in-Chief in Ireland, 
Colonel of the 4th Foot, and a Privy Councillor. 
And when, a few years later, he was called to his 
last account, Westminster Abbey received Bur- 
goj-ne's remains. 

Turning from the consideration of the disaster 
at Saratoga to the state of affairs farther south, 
we find that, with the exception of a few unim- 
portant skirmishes in aid of the loyalists, Sir W. 
Howe had not departed from his favourite policy 
of stagnation between October, 1777, and the 
spring of 1778. And when the period for active 
operations did' arrive, his first measure was to 
resign the command he had so incapably exercised, 
insinuating that his failure was entirely attribu- 
table to the Secretary of State. He returned to 
England, Sir Henry Clinton, in the meanwhile, 



taking the <x>mmand ; and, finding the popular 
feeling, strongly excited against himself and his 
brother, he loudly challenged an inquiry into 
their conduct. The wishes of the Howes were 
gratified, and an investigation commenced. Not 
more than two witnesses had, however, been 
examined, when it became quite clear that the 
faults of miscarriage in America did not lie at the 
door of the Minister. 

It was to be expected that the hostile feelings 
always cherished in Spain and France towards 
England would ere long find development in an 
active sympathy with the Americans. Those 
States only seemed to need the excuse of 
America's success to become active Allies of the 
rebellious colonists. Hence it was without sur- 
prise, but not without disgust and indignation, 
that the English nation heard that in 1776, the 
ports of her ancient enemies had been opened to 
the American privateers, and English prizes sold 
without any attempt to conceal the fact. Bemon- 
strance was unavailing; nay, the French went 
further, and actually countenanced Fi'ench ship- 
owners and other speculators in fitting out 
privateers in the West Indies under letters of 
marque obtained from the Congress. To have 
declared war at that moment would have been a 
serious inconvenience to England, employed as 
her forces were ; but the precaution was taken of 
adding to the naval strength, that the seas and 
coasts might be kept clear of the piratical 
ondsers. Early in March, 1778, however, more 
decided and extensive measures became necessary, 
for the French Ambassador announced to the 
Foreign Minister in London that Louis XVX had 
entered into a treaty of friendship and commerce 
with the United States of America, and hoped that 
the English Monarch would see in the communi- 
cation made to him " new proofs " of the French 
King's ''constant and sincere disposition of peace," 
and would equally " avoid everything that might 
alter their good harmony." This was enough. 
As soon as the offensive communication had been 
received. King George HI. directed that his 
Ambassador should withdraw from the {^rench 
Court. Parliament sustained the King in his 
indignation and resentment^ and gave him the 
strongest assurance of its most zealous assistance 
and support. A few months later the King 
complained, that in addition to the previously 
announced grievances, France had now com- 
mitted open hostilities and depredations on 
the British dominions in America and the 
West Indies, and that the national honour and 
security called loudly for the most active exertions. 
The Militia was called out, the Army was aug- 
mented by 14,000 men, and large additions were 
voted to the strength of the Navy. As there was 
a difficulty in getting soldiers at the time, pressing 



76 



A Familiar lUstory of the British Army. 



[1779.80. 



was resorted to, bnt to encoarage volanteering it 
was decreed tbat pressed men should serve for 
five years and volunteers for three only. These 
proceedings were not taken too soon, for Spain 
withdrew her Ambassador, and declared war a few 
months later, June, 1779. 



CHAPTEE XIV. 

Progress of the American War — General Arnold at West 
Point— Interview with Major Andr^—Andr^ Arrested 
as a Spy — Court of Inquiry — Andre Condemned and 
Executed- Riots in London— The Military Called Out 
^-Kegulationfl Regarding Civio Riots — Parliamentary 
Debates on Military Commands— Summary of Events 
in America- Successes and Disasters — Tbe French 
nnder Rochambeau Join Washin^s^ton — Cornwallis At- 
tacked at York and Gloucester — Surrenders his Army 
—Clinton Recalled— The War Comes to a Close— The 
English Evacuate Now York. 

The events which distinguished the American 
war daring the ensuing four years were so* nume- 
rous, the operations so rast and complicated, that 
any attempt to describe them as minutely as the 
student of Military history might desire, would 
carry the plan of this work far beyond the ori^nal 
intention. Aided by the French and Spanish land 
and sea Forces, the Americans grew in strength, 
and the entire Continent was at some period or 
other the scene of conflicts, in which the bravery 
of the British troops and seamen was paralleled 
by that of the Americans and their Allies ; while 
the Military skill which devised the measures of 
the enemy was, in a general way, decidedly 
greater than that of which the British Com- 
manders could boast. Were we to follow the main 
occurrences in their chronological order, it would 
be our province to relate how Sir H. Clinton 
evacuated Philadelphia, and marched to New 
York, in June, 1778 ; how he was met by Wash- 
ington and Lee, whose force had designs upon 
his baggage, and how he routed them at Free- 
hold, Colonel Monckton falling in the engagement ; 
how the Americans were frustrated in their at- 
tempt upon Bhode Island ; how General Grey and 
Lord Cornwallis succeeded in the expeditions 
against Buzzard's B&y and Little Egg Harbour — 
celebrated rendezvous for privateers ; how Baylor*8 
Dragoons, and Pulaski's Legion were surprised by 
the British ; how Major-General Robert Howe 
took Savannah ; how Dominica, St. Vincent, and 
Granada, being left defenceless, were taken by 
the French ;• how General Prevost was now 
successful, now unfortunate ; how the French and 
Americans were repulsed in their endeavours to 
recover Savannah ; how expeditions were carried 
out in Connecticut ; how Stoney Point was taken 
and retaken ; how General lkUu)lean, with the 



74th and 82nd Begimenta, established a settle- 
ment in Penobscot, and successfully resisted the 
attacks of the Amiericans ; how the French were 
repelled by the English at New Jersey ; how West 
Florida was reduced by the Spaniards ; and how 
Charlestown, commanded by General Lincoln, 
wad besieged and taken by Sir Henry Clinton, 
with little loss. The latter operation was carried 
out with judgment and a noble perseverance. 
Major Moncrieff, the Engineer who planned and 
conducted the siege, drew forth the warmest en- 
comiums from Sir Henry, who spake in orders of 
his '' intrepidity and laborious attention," as 
well as his great skill. He had previously dis- 
tinguished himself at the defence of Savannah, 
and the attack on Charlestown demonstrated his 
capability to assail as well as to protect. 

Continuing our summary, we may chronicle thd 
success of Colonel Tarleton, in an affair with the 
American Colonel Burford, when the latter was 
retreating to North Carolina ; and the subsequent 
movements of Clinton, the victory obtained (1780) 
by Lord Bawdon over General Gates at Camden, 
when the latter advanced at the head of a con- 
siderable force into 2Sonth Carolina ; the surprise 
of the American force under Colonel Sumpter, 
by the daring and active Colonel Tarleton ; the 
defeat of Major Ferguson by the American moun- 
taineers ; the retreat of Lord Cornwallis, after he 
had moved towards North Carolina ; the check 
given to Tarleton at Blackstock's Hill ; and the 
expulsion of the Americans from Springfield. 
But here we must pause to narrate an episode in 
the war which made a deeper impression on the 
minds of the English people than even the 
calamity which had befallen General Burgoyne, 
and the still greater calamities yet in store for the 
British Army in North America. 

Sir Henry Clinton's .Force, after his return, 
was at Staten Island, opposite New York. Wash- 
ington was still at Jersey, in his immediate 
neighbourhood, but by a rapid movement, whilst 
Clinton w&s arranging to meet the French that 
had arrived, under Bochambeau, at Bhode Island, 
he had contrived to get a body of troops a few 
miles up the Hudson. General Arnold was in 
command at West Point, an important post in the 
highlands of the river, the possession of which 
would have enabled Sir Henry Clinton to cut off 
all communication between the northern and 
southern Colonies. Washington had gone io 
Hartford in Connecticut to concert operations 
with the French Commander. Arnold had be- 
come discontented with the American Service. 
While quartered at Philadelphia, after the 
evacuation of the town by the British in 1778, 
he had given himself up to dissipation and ex- 
travagant habits, to meet the cost of which he 
entered into sundry trading speculations, but his 
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speculations failed, and certain claims which He 
alleged be had upon the public were disallowed 
by the Commissioners appointed to investigate 
ihem ; be was even tried by Goart-Martial for 
some of the acts of bis command, and had to 
endore a reprimand from Washington. He, there- 
fore, resolved to leave the American Army and go 
over to the British, and to render himself the 
more acceptable he opened a correspondence with 
Sir Henry Clinton, hinting at the service he 
proposed to render, which was nothing less than 
the surrender of West Point to the British Chene- 
ral. To facilitate the correspondence with Arnold, 
Sir Heniy sent the Vnltnre sloop of war up the 
river, and on board the sloop went Major Andre, 
an Aide-de-Camp of Clinton's, and Adjutant* 
General of the Army. The Vulture was kept at 
some distance from West Point, to disarm sus- 
picion, and Andre went ashore in a boat to meet 
Arnold. As daylight approached, before the 
business on which they were consulting could be 
terminated, Andr6 was conducted to a place of 
safety, where it was arranged he should remain 
until the following night, when he could again get 
on board the Vulture. The place of concealment 
was within the American outposts, of which 
Major Andr^ was not aware. On the following 
night he prepared to go on board the Vulture, but 
as a gun had been brought to bear upon her, the 
boatmen refused to take him ofiF ; he was, there- 
fore, under the necessity of making his way to 
New York by land. Substituting a suit of plain 
clothes for the uniform he wore, and procuring a 
pass from Arnold in the name of John Ander- 
son, he mounted a horse which had been provided 
for him, and proceeded to New York. He had 
passed through the outposts, when three Militia 
patrols suddenly came out of the wood near the 
road along which he was passing, and seizing the 
bridle of bis horse stopped him. In answer to 
his inquiry as to whence tibey came, the men said, 
"Prom below." Unfortunately Andre replied, 
"And so am L" Seeing that he had made a 
mistake he tried to rectify it, and only got con- 
fused. The men insisted on searching him, and 
in oxSb of his boots they found a packet in 
Arnold's handwriting. They now determined to 
take him before their Commanding GfBcer. In 
▼ain did he offer them a purse of gold and his 
watch as the price of his liberty ; they too well 
knew the importance of the capture they had 
made. Andre was taken before the Militia Com- 
manding Officer. He insisted that he was John 
Anderson, and requested that a messenger might 
be sent to General Arnold to acquaint him with 
his detention. This gave Arnold time to escape 
on board the Vulture, and when Andr^ believed 
him to be safe, he disclosed his own real name 
and rank. Intelligence was immediately sent to 



Washington, who at once returned, strengthened 
the garrison at West Point, and ordered a Board 
of General Officers to confer on the subject of 
Major Andre's conduct. The Board came to the 
conclusion that he had rendered himself amenable 
to the penalty with which gpie$ are visitedr and- 
he was sentenced to be hanged. 

As treason is never called " treason " unless it 
fails of its purpose, so is an Officer engaged on a 
reconnaissance or an incognito visit to the camp 
of an enemy never regarded as a spy unless he is 
caught flagrarUs delicto. By the common con- 
sent of civilised nations all rases are allowable in 
war, but, by a contradiction and inconsistency too 
frequent when expediency suggests a riolation of 
the acknowledged practice, the ruse becomes a 
Military crime if it be detected. Thus Andr^, 
who would have been regarded as an enterprising 
Officer, who had simply done his duty, if success 
had attended his mission, was treated as a male- 
factor because he failed. 

Sir Henzy Clinton and the whole Army were 
shocked when it was announced that Andre would 
be put to death. Great efforts were made to save 
him. Colonel Beverly Robinson, who commande4 
a Regiment of Royal Americans, wrote to Wash- 
ington that he could not detain Andre without 
the greatest violation of flags, and contrary to the 
custom and usage of all nations. ** He went up 
with a flag, at the request of General Arnold— 
eveiy step he took was by the advice and direction ' 
of General Arnold, even that of taking a feigned 
name." Sir Heniy Clinton wrote to nearly the 
same effect, and said ** he could' not have a 
doubt, that under the circumstances of a flag of 
truce having been sent to receive Andr^, and 
passports granted for his return. General Wash- 
ington would give him permission to go to New 
York." General Arnold himself addressed Wash- 
ington, and insisted that Andr^ was under the 
protection of a flag of truce, which he (Arnold) 
had a right to send ; but Washington disposed of 
these appeals by replying that Andr^ had con- 
fessed with the greatest candour, " that it was 
impossible for him to suppose he came on shore 
under the sanction of a flag." 

The Board of General Officers, which sat on 
Andre's conduct, met on the 29th of Septem* 
ber. On that day the Major himself wrote a 
letter to General Washington, which redounded 
so much to his honour as a British Officer that 
we are tempted to extract from it : 

"Salem, 29th September, 1780. 

** Sir, — What I have as yet said concerning 
myself was in the justiflable attempt to be extri- 
cated. I am too little accustomed to duplicity to 
have succeeded. I beg your Excellency will be 
persuaded that no alteration in the temper of my 
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mind or appreliension of my safety induces me to 
take the step of addressing yon ; but that it is to 
secure myself from an imputation of having 
assumed a mean character for treacherous pur- 
poses or self-interest : a conduct incompatible with 
the principles that actuated me, as well as with my 
condition in life. It is to vindicate my fame that 
I speak, and not to solicit security. The person in 
your possession is Major 'John Andfe, Adjutant- 
General to the British Army. The influence of 
one Commander of an Army over the Army of his 
adversary is an advantage taken in war. A corre- 
spondence for this purpose I held as confidential 
(in the present instance) with His Excellency Sir 
Henry Clinton. To favour it, I agreed to meet, 
upon ground not within the posts of either Army, 
a person who was to give me intelligence. 

[Here he detailed the facts as given above.] 

'* Thus, as I have had the honour to relate, was 
I betrayed (being Adjutant-Oeneral of the British 
Army) into the vile condition of an enemy within 
your posts. 

" Having avowed myself a British Officer I have 
nothing to reveal but what relates to mjrself, 
which is true on the honour of an Officer and a 
gentleman. 

'* The request I have made to your Excellency, 
and I am conscious that I address myself well, is 
that in any rigour policy may dictate, a decency 
of conduct towards me may mark that, though 
unfortunate, I am branded with nothing dis- 
honourable ; as no motive could be mine but the 
service of my King, and as I was involuntarily an 
impostor • • I take the liberty to mention 
the condition of some gentlemen at Charlestown 
who, being either on parole or under protection, 
were engaged in a conspiracy against us. Though 
their situation is not similar, they are objects who 
may be sent in exchange for me, or are persons 
whom the treatment I receive might affect. 

" It is no less. Sir, in a confidence in the 
generosity of your mind than on account of your 
superior station, that I have chosen to importune 
you with this letter, &c. 

" I have, &c., 
*' John Andrb, Adjutant-General." 

Bereft of all hope of release, Andr^, on the 29th 
of September, wrote in the most generous manner 
to Sir Henry Clinton an open letter, that Washing- 
ton and others might see how entirely he was 
above sheltering himself under the supposed order 
of his General. 

" I have obtained General Washington's per- 
mission to send you this letter, the object of which 
is to remove from your heart any suspicion that I 
could imagine I was bound by your Excellency*s 
orders to expose myself to what has happened. 
The evente of coming within an enemy's posts and 



of changing my dress, which led me to my pre^ 
sent situation, were 'contrary to my own inten- 
tions, as they were to your orders ; and the cir- 
cuitous route which I took to return was imposed 
(perhaps unavoidably) without alternative upon 
me. I am perfectly tranquil in mind and prepared 
for my fate, to which an honest zeal for my King's 
Service may have devoted me. In addressing my- 
self to your Excellency on this occasion, the force 
of all my obligations to you, and of the attach- 
ment and gratitude I bear you, recurs to me. With 
all the warmth of my heart I. give you thanks for 
your Excellency's profuse kindness to me, and I 
send you the most earnest wishes for your welfare 
which a faithful, affectionate, and respectful 
attendant can frame. I have a mother and three 
sisters to whom the value of my commission would 
be an object, as the loss of Granada has much 
affected their income. It is needless to be more 
explicit on this subject ; I am persuaded of your 
Excellency's goodness. I receive the greatest 
attention from Hb Excellency General Washing- 
ton, and from every person under whose chaige I 
happen to be placed. 

" I have the honour, &c." 

Arnold's letter to Washington, dated New 
York, 1st of October, the day befocs that fixed 
for Andre's execution, was of a nature to move any 
one but the inflexible American Commander. He 
threatened retaliation on every one of the Ameri- 
can Army who should fall into his power. He told 
Washington that if Andre suffered, Sir Henry Clinton 
would not be able to spare the lives of forty of the 
principal inhabitants of South Carolina, who had 
forfeited them by their conduct — ^he spoke of the 
sentence of the Board of General Officers as un- 
just, and conjured Washington, for the honour of 
humanity and his love of justice, not to touch the 
Major's Hfe. All would not do ; Washington was 
inexorable. Finally, when Major Andre Wrnt 
that he was to be hanged, he made one more 
appeal to Washington. It ran thus : 

" Tappao, October Ist, 1780. 

" Sir, — ^Buoyed above the terror of death by 
the consciousness of a life devoted to honourable 
pursuits, and stained with no action that can give 
me remorse, I trust that the request I make to 
your Excellency at this serious period, and which 
is to soften my last moments, will not be rejected. 

" Sympathy towards a soldier will surely induce 
your Excellency and a Military tribunal to adapt 
the mode of my death to the feelings of a man of 
honour. 

"L^t me hope, Sir, that if aught in my 
character impresses you with esteem towards me ; 
if aught in my misfortunes marks me as the vic- 
tim of policy and not of resentment, I shall ex- 
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perienoe the operation of these feelings in your 
breast, by being informed that I am not to die on 
a gibbet. *' I have the honour to be, &c., 

"John ksDvi, 

** Adjatant-General to the British Army." 

The appeal was unheeded — ^* The practice and 
usage of war," said the report to Congress, " were 
against his request, and made the indulgence he 
solicited, circumstanced as he was, inadmissible." 
Colonel Hamilton, an Aide-de-Gamp of Washing- 
ton's, says, in a letter dated 25th October, 1780 : 
** It was determined to evade an answer, to spare 
him the sensations which a certain knowledge of 
the intended mode would inflict." 

On the morning of the 2nd October, Andr^ was 
led forth to execution. He walked, says a ' History 
of the War/ with firmness, composure, and dig- 
nity, his arms locked in those of two Officers of 
his guard. ''A smile of complacency," says 
Hamilton, " expressed the severe fortitude of Ids 
mind." When he saw the hideous character of 
the preparatioDS-that had been made, he exclaimed, 
** Must I, then, die in this manner? " — he was 
told it was unavoidable. " I am reconciled to my 
fate— but not to the mode," said Andr6 — and 
immkiately added, '' It will be but a momentary 
pang." Springing upon the cart beneath the 
gibbet, he performed Uie last offices to himself 
with a composure that excited the admiration and 
melted the hearts of the spectators. Being asked 
as the closing moment approached if he had any- 
thing to say, he replied — " Nothing, but to request 
you will witness to the world that I die like a 
'brave man." 

Not a single Officer in the British Army could 
have been more deeply lamented than was Major 
Andr^. To a good understanding, a handsome 
person, a cultivated mind, and graceful manners, 
he added a passion for music, poetry,* and the 
fine arts, which made him an acceptable com- 
panion in the best circles of society. He was 
brave as a lion and gentle as a lamb. Washington 
was condemned by the common voice in England. 
" Inhuman " was too mild a word for the General 
^ho would not depart from the usages of war to 
extend to a soldier even the small mercy of sub- 
stituting one form of death for another. Bang 
Anna Seward : 

<* Remorseless Washington ! the dty thsll come 

Of deep repentance for this barbarous doom I 
• • * * 

Less cruel far than thou, on Ilium^s plain - 
Achilles, raging for Patit)clu8 slain 1 

• A poem called **The Cow Chase,** a parody on 
*' Chevy Chase,'* written by Andr^ and published at New 
York, described the defeat of Generals Wayne, Irving, 
and Proctor, by a small body of regulars. The principal 
subject of the poem is the taking and retaking of some 
caltJa. 



When hapless Priam bends the aged knee 
To deprecate the ▼ictor's dire decree. 
The nobler Oreek in melting pity spares 
The lifeless Hector to his father*s prayers, 
Fierce as he was. — ^*Ti8 cowards only know 
Persisting ▼engeance o*er a falUn foe.*' 

Much may be allowed to woman's indignation, 
especially if she be an authoress with a vivid 
fancy ; but the epithet " coward," applied by Anna 
Seward to Washington, was altogether too poetical. 

The biographer of Arnold (tiie late estimable 
Jared Sparks), writes : 

" The question, which is merely one of feeling 
and not of principle, whether Andr^ might not 
have been indulged in his last request to die a 
Military death, should be answered in reference to 
the state of things at that crisis, and to the 
motives operating on Washington's mind. Be- 
garding the matter only in the abstract, there 
seems no very obvious reason why such an indul- 
gence should have been refused ; yet, as no trait 
in Washington's character was more remarkable 
through life than his humanity, this noble quality 
cannot be supposed to have forsaken him on an 
occasion which most deeply interested his feelings, 
and enlisted his sympathies on the side, of the 
sufferer. It must be recollected that when Andr6 
was executed, Washington was entirely ignorant 
, as to the extent of the conspiracy and the persons 
engaged in it. His fears and his suspicions were 
alive, and both as an evidence that he deemed 
Andre's punishment just, and as a terror to others 
who might be concerned in the plot, he believed 
it a duty to his office and his country to let the 
law take its usual course. As the event turned 
out, no ill consequences could have resulted frum 
a compliance with the request of Andre. Could 
this have been foreseen by Washington, the ten- 
derness of his disposition, so often manifested, 
warrants us to believe that no effort on his part 
would have been spared to soothe the dying 
moments of a brave and unfortunate -man." 

And the same pen, describing Washington's 
share in the melancholy transaction in the ' Life 
of George Washington/ says again : 

" There was no stronger trait in the character 
of Washington than humanity ; the misfortunes 
and sufferings of others touched him keenly ; and 
his feelings were deeply moved at the part he was 
compelled to take in consenting to the death of 
Andr^." 

Sir Henry Clinton, in orders, declared that he 
ever considered Major Andre a gentleman of the 
highest integrity and honour, and incapable of 
any base action or unworthy conduct. A monu- 
ment was erected in Westminster Abbey by the 
King's order, to the memory of Andre, and in 
1821 his remains were taken up by the British 
Consul at New York, and removed to England. 
They lie near the monument. 
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Before resuming the narrative of the war with 
America, it may be as well to glance at Army 
afipairs in other parts of the world. 

According to the constitutional rale as to the 
control of Parliament over the armed Forces of 
the Crown, no troops can be kept in the employ 
or pay of the Crown, excepting such as are raised 
with the express sanction of, or provided for, by 
Parliament. But one of these conditions was 
disregarded in 1778, when a strong feeling was 
entertained by certain classes of His Majesty's 
subjects that "the constitutional authority of 
Great Britain should be supported over her rebel- 
lious Colonies in America," and, at a meeting 
held at the London Tavern, money was subscribed 
" to be applied in raising men for His Majesty* s 
Service, in such manner as His Majesty should 
think fit." The legality of these proceedings, 
when questioned, says Mr Clode, was justified 
principally upon precedents supplied in 1745 and 
1759, for money and men were then voluntarily 
given to the King without the consent of Parlia- 
ment. Mr Wilkes, apparently with the sanction 
of Mr Burke, moved to bring in a Bill more 
effectually to prevent the dangerous and uncon- 
BtitutionsJ practice of giving or granting money 
to the Crown as a private aid, loan, benevolence, 
or subscription for public purposes, without the 
consent of Parliament, and prefaced his motion 
with a speech, laying down what most Statesmen 
of the present day would accept as the constitu- 
tional rule in such a case. " The constitution," 
be said, ''has wisely placed in the Crown the 
right of raising Forces on a very pressing and 
dangerous emergency. It is a power necessary for 
the safety of the State, for the defence of the 
people. The strongest check is, however, at the 
same time, given to any improper exercise of this 
power. It is controlled by the necessity of an 
application to Parliament for the maintenance of 
such Forces. If troops could be raised, kept up, 
and paid without the concurrence of this House, 
the liberties of this country must be at the mercy 
of the ^lilitary and their Commander-in-Chief, 
perhaps an ambitious Prince. Our statute law is 
not silent on this occasion. Every year in the 
Mutiny Act it is expressly declared that "the 
raising or keeping a standing Army within this 
kingdom, in time of peace, unless it be with the 
consent of Parliament, is against law." But, Sir, 
if the Crown can, by a prerogative which is not 
disputed, raise a standing Army, and by private 
loans, benevolences, or subscriptions, keep this 
standing Army on foot, no application whatever 
need be made to Parliament. Our Government 
would then not be that of law, but of the sword, 
to which all appeals must be trifiing and ineffica- 
eions. Parliaments are now convened to vote the 
necessary supplies, which are regularly asked of 



the Commons on the first day of the Sessioh. If 
Government could receive them inrany other mode 
than by the grants of this House, the legislature 
itself would not only lose its most important 
function, but become unnecessary and very soon 
obnoxious. The executive power must be trusted 
with the raising of forces ; but it is likewise the 
duty of the House to their constituents to take 
care that the number of those Forces be so pro- 
portioned to the defence of the State that the 
security of the subject may be provided for, and 
yet no alarm given to a nation very justly jealous 
of the least danger to its liberties. While the 
Military receive their pay from the grants of this 
House, the maintenance of the Army must de- 
pend on the approbation of Parliament ; but if an 
artful or enterprising Prince can find other 
resources, the soldier will then look up to the 
Prince, and not to the representatives of the 
people. The executive and legislative power must 
now concur in the measure of keeping on foot any 
number of regular troops, both in its first adop- 
tion amd continuance, or it cannot be the act of 
all the constituent parts of the Government." 

There was evidently at the time a conflict be- 
tween the feelings of the people at lai^, touching 
the American War and the sentiments tf the 
House of Commons. The former were anxious 
for its continuance until it should be brought to 
a triumphant conclusion. The latter, though 
divided by the interests of party, one vigilantly 
jealous of the prerogatives of Parliament, and op^ 
posed to every attempt that the Crown then made, 
through the Ministry, to enlarge its influence. 
The question of Military expenditure was angrily 
debated on several occasions in 1778,79 and *80, 
and in the latter year the famous resolution 
was carried in the Commons, " That it is necessary 
to declare that the influence of the Crown has in- 
creased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished." 
The right of theParUament to audit the expenditure 
of the Government was practically established, and 
a Committee appointed to examine and report 
on the outlay since June, 1776 ; but Lord North, 
the Premier, contrived to get General Carleton 
placed on the Audit Committee, in spite of the 
opposition jesuitically pronounced that it was 
wrong to employ men in direct oppoatHon to their 
profession ; that General Carleton, as the holder 
of pay and other Military emoluments, was not 
independent of the Crown ; and that he was 
personally accountable as Commander-in-Chief 
in Canada for the expenditure of some portion 
of the money that was to form the subject of 
inquiry. 

It has been mentioned that the Army was in- 
creased in 1778. In the following year a further 
augmentation was rendered necessaiy by the war 
with France and the disasters in America^ The 
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estimates for tlie Service in that year were for 
80,846 men in Great Britain ; for 47,088 men, 
and 5,860 for the Irish Establishment and the 
plantations ; for 14,440 men in augmentation ; 
and, lastly, for 24,039 foreigners, and 786 foreign 
Artillery, serring abroad under treaties in the pay 
of Great Britain. 

The relative powers of the Oivil and Military 
Courts, the right of a soldier to appeal from the 
decrees of the latter to the judgments of the 
former, had for many years been a subject of dis- 
cussion and agitation. Amongst the questions 
arising out of these differences was a rather 
knotty one in relation to the legal custody of 
close arrest. The matter was brought to an issue 
in 1779. A soldier had been committed by a 
justice, as a deserter, to the custody of the keeper 
of the Savoy Prison. The Secretary at War was 
doubtful if this arrest could be lawfully made, 
And the question was put to the law officers as to 
whether the arrest would have been lawful before 
the committal of the justice, if the soldier had 
been arrested by and in the custody of men of his 
own regiment. The law adviser gave it as his 
opinion that the jailer was not bound to deliver, 
npon civil process, a person committed to his 
custody for the crime of desertion. '' The nature 
of the arrest or apprehension of the offender can 
zoake no difference to the purpose." 

England was greatly disturbed in 1780 by a 
movement headed by Lord George G^ordon, the 
President of a Scotch Association, for the support 
of the Protestant religion, to avert certain dangers 
alleged to arise from the supposed progress of 
Popery. Thousands of people assembled tumultu- 
onsly in London to accompany his Lordship with 
the presentation of a petition to Parliament. The 
consideration of the petition being postponed, the 
mob, who crowded about the House of Commons 
to enforce their appeal, at once went forth and 
committed unhecu*d-of outrages upon the Boman 
Catholics, their chapels, and residences.* For four 
days the rabble continued their mad work — 
parading the streets with flaming torches, and in 
the name of the Protestant religion (!) setting fire 
to every obnoxious edifice they could reach. No 
fewerthanseventy-twoprivatehouses and four pub- 
lic jails were destroyed. Attempts were made by the 
mob to cut off the New Biver water while the flames 
were raging, and they directed their attention to 
the Bank of England with a view to 'plunder. 
The civic power being insufficient to suppress the 
disturbances, the add of the Military was invoked, 
and under an order of the King in Council, they 
were authorised to act without waiting for direc- 
tions from the civil magistrates, and to use force 
for dispersing the illegal and tumultuous assem- 
blages of the people. This is not usual. The 
regulations in the British Army respecting the 



suppression of riots by the Mlitary are as fol- 
low:— 

« In order to guard against all misnnderstanding, OfB- 
oers oommanding troops or detachments are, on every 
occfwion in which they may bo employed in the Bnpprea- 
sion of note, or in the enforcement of the law, to take the 
moat e£FectDal means, in conjunction with the magistrates 
under whose orders they may be placed, for notifying 'be- 
forehand, and explaining to the people opposed to them^ 
that in the event of the troops being ordered to fire, 
their fire will be effective. 

** No Officer is to go oat with troops in the suppression 
of riot, the maintenance of the public peace, and the 
execution of the law, except upon the requisition of a 
magistrate in writing. 

^ The Officer commanding the troops is to move to the 
place to which he shall be directed by the magistrate ; he 
is to take care that the troops march in regular Military 
order, with the usual precautions ; and that they are not 
scattered, detached, or posted in a situation in which they 
may not be able to act in their own defence. 

" The magistrate is to accompany the troops, and the 
Officer is to remain near him. 

" AU commands to the troops are to be given by the 
Officer. 

** The troops are not, on any account, to fire excepting 
by word of command of their Officer ; and the Officer is 
not to give the word of command to fire unless distinctly 
required to do so by the magistrate. 

**The Officer oommanding is to exercise a humane 
discretion respecting the extent of the line of fire. 

" If he should be of opinion that a slight effort would 
be sufficient to attain the object, he is to give the word of 
oothmand to one or two specified files to fire. If a greater 
effort should be required, he is to give the word of com- 
mand to one of the sections told off, as above, ordered to 
fire ; the fire of the other sections being kept in reserve 
till necessary, and, when required, the fire of each of 
them being given by the regular word of command of the 
Commanding Officer. 

'* If there should be more Officers than one with the 
detachment, and it should be necessary that more sections 
than one should fire at a time, the Commanding Officer la 
to fix upon and clearly indicate to the troops what Officer 
is to order any number of the sections to fire; such 
Officer is to receive his directions from the Commanding 
Officer, after the latter shall have reoeived the requisition 
of th^ magistrate to fire. 

** No other individual, excepting the one indicated by 
the Oommanding Officer, is to give orders to any file or 
section to fire. 

*'The firing is to cease the instant it is no longer 
necessary, whether the magistrate may order the cessation 
or not. 

" Care is to be taken not to fire upon persons separated 
from the crowd. 

" It is to be observed, that to fire over the heads of a 
crowd engaged in an illegal pursuit would have the effect 
of favouring the most daring and the guilty, and might 
have the effect of sacrificing the less daring, and even the 
innocent. 

**If firing should unfortunately be necessary, and 
should, be ordered by the magistrate, Officers and soldiers 
must feel that they have a serious duty to perform, and 
they must perform it with coolness and steadiness, and in 
such manner as they may be able to discontinue their fire 
at the instant at which it shall be found that there ia 
no longer occasion for it." 

No kind of duty that can devolve upon the 
true soldier is more irksome than the acting '' in 
aid of the civil power." It places him for the 
I moment in the attitude of a man engaged in civil 
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wajr, and it may be his lot to fire upon bis own 
relatives and friends, if be should happen to be 
on duty in his own native town or village when 
the disturbances arise which he is to aid in sup« 
pressing ; but he has no choice. Engaging to 
serve the Sovereign, it is equally his duty to 
protect the lives and property of her subjects at 
home, and to defend them from assaults from 
without, and the responsibility of his painful 
action rests on the shoulders of those who, by 
their rash or treasonous conduct, require that he 
should be called upon to assist in their coercion. 
Happily, the instances in which he has been em- 
ployed have been of an isolated character. No 
organised rebellion during the present century 
(for we can hardly dignify "Fenianism " with the 
name of rebellion) has placed the Army in the 
false position involved in the temporary assump- 
tion of the functions of the police. 

Daring the war with America great necessity 
arose for augmenting the forces, and it was, of 
course, the objeet of the Ministry to do this at as 
small an expense to the country as possible. 
Gentlemen of means were therefore permitted to 
raise Fencible Regiments for home service, and a 
certain sum was allowed for each. Mr North and 
Mr FuUerton, the former a son of Lord North's, 
having received the requisite permission, the 
sums required for their Corps were included in 
the Army Estimates. This led to attacks by the 
Opposition — first, on the ground of appointing 
men to the Colonelcies of Regiments before they 
had had any Militazy experience, and to the 
detriment of old Officers of well established 
claims ; and, secondly, because much paitiality 
had been shown to Scotch gentlemen in the grant 
of the Boyal permission to raise Corps. The 
Secretary at War was enabled to defend the first 
charge by referring to some notable examples of 
Military skill on the part of General Officers who 
had reached their positions entirely through their 
having raised Regiments, and General Burgoyne 
said a word in favour of Scotch Officers. The 
idea of appointing such men was, in his opinion, 
a wise one, as it was with a view to endeavour to 
reconcile some of the northernmost clans which 
had entertained old prejudices against the Go- 
vernment ; that it answered its end, and as well 
as serving to raise some brave Regiments of 
hardy soldiers, it effectually rooted out the 
ancient animosities of those parts of the Scotch 
nation which had been most inveterate against 
England. 

The only Regiments raised for foreign or 
general service between 1776 and 1780 were the 
71st and 72nd Highlanders. 

A page or two must suffice to chronicle the 
remaining events which distinguished the war 
which England was waging with the revolted 



Colonists. South Carolina had been conquered 
and was possessed by the British troops, but Lord 
Comwallis had two great difficulties to contend 
with — the disaffection of the people and thd 
advance of American Armies from North Caro- 
lina. The disaffection compelled him to keep a 
portion of his Army at Charlestown, and thus to 
cripple his offensive operations against General 
Greene, who had succeeded Gates in the command 
after the Battle of Camden. However, it was 
necessary to offer some check to the latter, and 
the active and enterprising Tarleton was de- 
tached with light troops to perform this office, 
and clear the way for Comwallis himself. Tarle- 
ton experienced a defeat at Cowpens ; neverthe* 
less, Comwallis deemed it of the last consequence 
to advance. As he had lost his light troops at 
Cowpens, he disencumbered himself of superfluous 
baggage, first reducing the size and quantity 
of his own — an example which was cheer- 
fully followed by all the Officers under his 
command. No waggons were reserved, except- 
ing those loaded with hospital stores, salt^ 
and ammunition, and four empty ones for the 
sick and wounded. The Army moved on, crossed 
the Catawa in the face of opposition (Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hall, of the Guards, falling at the head 
of the Light Infantry), and scattered the American 
Militia. Forming a junction with a Force under 
Colonel Webster, Lord Comwallis continued his 
march, and drove General Greene out of North 
Carolina. He erected the King's standard at 
Hillsborough, and made appeals to the loyalty of 
the Colonists, but with little effect. Greene, rein- 
forced by 600 Virginian Militia, re-entered North 
Carolina, and Lord Comwallis fell back from 
Hillsborough. The Army oould not be main- 
tained there, according to the report of the 
Commissary. We afterwards find Comwallis at 
Guildford, confronted by a force of between 4,000 
and 5,000 strong, his own not amounting to 
1,«500. A battle was the result, on the 15th of 
March, 1781, the victory remaining with the 
English. The latter lost, among the killed, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, of the Guards, a Sub- 
altem of the Artillery, one of the 23rd, another 
of the 33rd, and an Ensign of the 7l8t. Brigadiers 
0*Hara and Howard, Lieutenant-Colonel Webster, 
of the 33rd, and Tarleton were wounded, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Webster dying of his wounds. 
Early in the action. Captain Maynard, of the 
Guards, received a wound in the leg, and was 
obliged to be conveyed to Wilmington, where he 
died. A historian of the campaign in America, 
who was actually concerned in the engagement 
at Guildford, says that '^ history does not furnish 
an instance of a battle gained under all the disad- 
vantages which the British troops, assisted by 
some Germans, had to contend against ; nor is 
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there, perhaps, on the records of history an 
instance of a battle fought with more determined 
perseverance than was shown by the British 
troops on that memorable day. Time, place, and 
numbers all united against the British. The 
American Commander chose his own ground, 
which was strong, commanding, and advan- 
tageous." After the battle, Lord Comwallis 
would have gone to Canada to relieve Lord Baw- 
don, who was now pressed by General Greene, 
but various considerations rendering this imprac- 
ticable, he marched his Army, much enfeebled by 
the late action, into Virginia. This was the more 
necessary, for the people could not be roused in 
Carolina into any enthusiasm for the Boyal cause. 
In the uncertainty of being joined by Comwallis, 
Lord Bawdon attacked General Greene in his 
camp at Hobkirk's Hill, and by his vigour and 
decision defeated the Americans. No conse- 
quences, beneficial to the British interests, were, 
however, achieved by this victory, any more than 
by the previous one at Guildford. Following 
upon these affairs the persevering Greene at- 
tacked several British outposts, and laid siege to 
the village of Ninety-Six, a fortified place, which 
derived its singular appellation from the fact of 
its being just that number of miles from the town 
of Eecowee, in the Cherokee country. Lord 
Bawdon raised the siege ; Greene retired and was 
pursued. The heat of the season — for it was 
now the month of July — precluded the con- 
tinuance of the pursuit, and Lord Bawdon re- 
tired to Orangeburgh, soon after which the 
state of his health compelled him to rotum to 
England, leaving the command of the British 
troops in the field to Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, 
of the drd Buffs. This pause enabled Greene to 
recruit his strength by the accession of other 
divisions. Stuart was on the Congeree, whence he 
fell back to Gutaw Springs. Here he was at- 
tacked by Ghreene. The Buffs being compelled to 
give way by the heavy pressure of the enemy *s 
fire, the 63rd and 64th — ^veterans of the war — 
rushed forward with the bayonet, and lost none 
of their fame by the vigour of the onslaught. 
Overpowered by numbers and severe slaughter, 
they gave ground in their turn. Long and bloody 
was the contest. At length the Americans were 
obliged to retire, but, as the English had like- 
wise fallen back, both parties claimed the victory. 
General Arnold, who, after the Andr^ affair, 
liad been taken into the British Service, had been 
commanding in Virginia during the above opera- . 
tions. Major-General Phillips soon afterwards 
superseded Arnold in the command, but his health 
gave way. He died, and Arnold again became 
the Commander, until he was joined by Lord 
GomwalliB, who then, of course, took command 
of the whole Force. 



The affairs of the Americans had been getting 
into such disorder, and their cause seemed so 
hopeless, that Washington had made earnest re- 
presentations for baA to the Court of France, and 
now (1781) the aid was cordially rendered. Bo- 
chambeau with a land force, and the Comte de la 
Grasse with a fleet, came to the aid of the Ameri- 
cans. After a long conference with Bochambeau, 
Washington decided to attack New York, and sent 
to Congress for 6,200 men from New England. 
His letters being intercepted, and the plan dis« 
closed. Sir H. Clinton took the alarm, and di- 
rected Lord Comwallis to come up and join him 
with a part of his Army. Comwallis was now at 
Williamsburgh. To remain there with only a 
portion of his force was impossible. He accord- 
ingly took the resolution of passing James Biver, 
and retiring to Portsmouth. La Fayette was sent 
forward to oppose him. Li a sharp action, early 
in July, he defeated La Fayette with considerable 
loss. The weight of the action fell on the 76th 
and 80th Begiments,* both recently raised ; and 
their firmness and intrepidity did them singular 
honour. "The gallantry and good conduct of 
Lieutenant-ColonelDundas, who commanded them, 
merited and obtained the highest commendation.*' 
Obeying the orders of Sir H. Clinton, ComwaUiB 
abandoned the idea of sending troops to New 
York, and, evacuating Portsmouth, concentrated 
his troops at York and Gloucester. Washington 
and Bochambeau now moved down upon Com- 
wallis. Admiral Ghraves, with a fleet, went in 
search* of Count de Grasse, and, meeting him, a 
fight took place, without any decisive results. 
The two Fleets went to sea, keeping each other in 
sight. In the interim, an immense number of 
transports, under M. de Barras, contrived to enter 
the Chesapeake and largely to strengthen the 
hands of La Fayette with artillery and stores. 
With the view of making a diversion in Connec- 
ticut, Sir H. Clinton sent Amold to take New 
London, in which object he succeeded after a 
severe conflict in the assault on Fort Griswold and 
Fort TrambuU. Comwallis had begun to fortify 
himself at York and Gloucester. But before the 
completion of his works, the French and American 
Armies combined appeared in his front. Com- 
wallis had been led to expect a reinforcement from 
Clinton of 7,000 men. They did not arrive in 
time. Washington and Bochambeau bombarded 
the works at Gloucester and York. A very gal- 
lant sortie was made by Lieutenant-Colonel Aber- 
crombie, assisted by lieutenant -Colonel Lake, of 
the Guards. The guns of the enemy were spiked. 
In a few hours the enemy retumed to the attack, 
and plied their shots so vigorously, that nothing 
was left to Lord Cornwallis's little Army but to 
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retreat or surrender. He woald not think of the 
latter. Moving out in the night with his Force, he 
resolved on a desperate endeavour to force his way 
through Maryland, Pennsylvania, and the Jerseys, 
and join the Oommander-in-Ghief at New York. 
A portion of the Army had been got across, when 
a violent storm arose, and the rest could not be 
sent over. The French and Americans were 
indefatigable in their attack. In a few hours the 
British works were ruined. Every gun had been 
knocked off its carriage ; the troops were ex- 
hausted ; fatigue, sickness, and wounds had done 
their worst. Surrender was inevitable. Oom- 
wallis, on the 19th of October, capitulated to 
Washington, and York and Gloucester passed into 
Ihe hands of the Americans. 

'' Such was the fate of the Army which,*' quoth 
Oommissary Stedman, who was it« provider for a 
long time and under very great difficulties, " if 
success were the uniform result of merit, would 
have undoubtedly shared a different fate ; if 
bravery in the field, and patient, and even cheer- 
ful submission to fatigue, inclement skies, and the 
want not only of the comforts, but sometimes 
even of the necessaries of life^ have any claims to 
esteem and admiration.*' 

Sir Henry Clinton was soon afterwards recalled 
— the result of an angry correspondence between 
himself and Lord Gomwallis — and Sir GKiy 
Carleton named as his successor. No hostilities 
between the English and Americans ensued, for a 
change of Ministry taking place in England, peace 
was made with France and America^ and the 
British troops evacuated New York. 

l7he feeling of the people of England, when the 
announcement went forth of the establishment of 
peace with the United States of America, was a 
singular mixture of pleasure and regret. Pro- 
longed wars are always distasteful to those who 
have to bear their burthens, and it was therefore 
a source of much satisfaction to the community 
that an end had been put to a contest which many 
men felt was latterly of doubtful justice, and all 
knew to be exceedingly expensive. But every one 
felt a degree of sympathy for the Army which 
had, from first to last, comported itself in the 
most praiseworthy manner, enduring terrible hard- 
ships with wonderful patience, and fighting very 
severe battles under disadvantageous circumstances. 
It is difficult to say^ at this distance of time, if 
better management would have secured to the 
British Grown a much longer lease of its American 
possessions had the arms of England been more 
uniformly successful. One thing, however, is 
certain — the same amount of disaster would not 
have happened if the troops had been always 
commanded by Officers of more judgment and 
experience. In too many cases the interests of 
the country and the just claims of old Officers were 



put aside in favour of the Minister's favourites or 
the Minister's foes. The soldiers and their leaders 
were comparative strangers to each other, and that 
perfect confidence which, if not indispensable to 
success, is an important element in its attainment, 
was wanting in the Armies of Hood, Burgoyne, and 
Olinton. " A Military Chief, in order to assure the 
success of his enterprise, must be supposed to com- 
mand the confidence of his followers ; and he cannot 
be expected to command it without the possession 
of a genius, which cannot be penetrated or mea- 
sured by common capacities. • • • Where 
there is no royal magic in the person of the Oom- 
mander, heroism and unshaken courage are dangers 
and difficulties— a reserved wisdom which does 
not expose purposes that ought not to be known, 
and a firmness of character which does not yield 
to importunity of whatever kind they may be, are 
the points which strike the soldier's mind, and 
assure his attachment beyond all other causes 
which act- on man."* 



CHAPTER XV. 

State of the Oarriton^f Gibraltar— The Port Blockaded-^ 
Ezperimenta with New Shot — Coat of ProTiaiooa — 
Galleries pierced in the Rock for the Sstabliahment of 
Batteries— Bravery and Hamanity of Soldiers — The 
wounded Spaniard— Sappliee obtained — ^Disorders-^ 
Sortie by the Garrison^ New Gnn-carriage — ^The Dae 
de CriHon arriTee and takes Command of the Sieiee — 
Appearance of the combined French and Spanish Fleet 
— Bombardment — English Fleet arrives — Actiori^- 
Lientenant-General Boyd nses Red-hot Shot — The 
Enemy's Vessels Destroyed — Peace Proclaimed^— 
Grenenl Eliott Rewarded. 

In order to preserve unbroken the chain of events 
which characterised the war with America, it has 
been necessary to leave unnoticed some occurrences 
of an important character which concerned the 
British Army in other parts of the English 
possessions. 

The tenure of the Bock of Gibraltar by the 
British had always continued to mortify the pride 
of the Spaniards. They had been baffled in a 
scheme for its recovery in 1705, and again in 
1720; they were obliged to abandon certain 
hostile prooeediugs planned in 1726 ; but now, 
taught by the experience of successive failures, 
they fondly believed that, aided by the French, 
they would be enabled to wrest the rock from the 
gripe of the English. 

On the 21st of June, 1779, all communication 
between Spain and Gibraltar was.out off by order 
of the Court of Madrid. At this time Qeneral 
G. A. Eliott wss the Qovemor of the fortress, 
and Lieutenant-General B. Boyd the Lientenant- 

* Dr Jackson on the Formation of Armioi. 
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Governor ; and Major-General De la Motte com- 
manded 9, Brigade of about eleven Landred 
Hanoverians. The Artillery of the Garrison, 
under Oolonel Gk>dwin, numbered 25 OfiScers, 17 
Serjeants, 15 drummers and fifers, and 428 rank 
and file. The Infantry Begiments were the 12th 
(Lieutenant-Colonel Trigge), 39th (Major Eellett), 
56th (Major Fanoourt), 58ih (Ldeutenant-Oolonel 
Cochrane), and 72nd (Lieutenant-Colonel Glad- 
stone), added to which there were 106 Engineers, 
commanded by Colonel Greene, assisted by eight 
other Officers and six non-commissioned officers. 

The conduct of the Spaniards shortly before 
the intercourse between the fortress and Spain 
was interrupted had been sufficiently hostile to 
induce Governor Eliott to make certain arrange- 
ments for resistance. He recalled the Officers 
who were absent on leave ; he made arrangements 
forgetting supplies from the coast of Barbary, 
and collected such material as appeared likely to 
be useful in strengthening the fortifications. 
One hundred and eighty men were drafted from 
the Line to be instructed in gunnery. Three 
hundred Jews and Genoese were employed by the 
Engineers in levelling heaps of sand near the 
gardens on the neutral ground ; the Guards were 
reinforced, and particular attention was paid to 
the protection of the Devil's Tower guard. 

By the 16th of July, the enemy blockaded the 
port of Gibraltar. This was the first indication 
of their intention to attack the fortress. On the 
24th an order was consequently issued that the | 
men should mount guard with their hair unpow^ 
dered — ^a providential economy of flour. All the 
horses, excepting those belonging to the Field 
and Staff Officers, were ordered to be turned out 
of the Garrison, unless the owners could prove the 
possession of 1,000 lbs. of feed for each horse. 
To enforce the latter order, by example. Sir G. 
Eliott caused one -of his own horses to be shot. 
Soon afterwards the Spaniards made their ap- 
proaches on the land side. No attempt was 
made to disturb them until the 12 th of Septem- 
ber, when General Eliott opened upon them from 
three batteries. By the beginning of October the 
Spaniards had 14,000 men in and about their 
works. The sea blockade was well maintained ; 
but, neyertheless, vessels ran in from the Barbary 
coast bringing vegetables, fruits^ and other pro- 
visions to the garrison. 

It is curious, in these days of powerful artillery 
and formidable missiles, to note the experiments 
made with shot when gunnery was yet, as it 
were, in its infancy. Lieutenant WMtton, of the 
Artillery, obtained much credit for inventing a 
leaden ball, filling it with composition, and with 
4 lbs. of powder firing it out of a 32 -pounder at 
an elevation of six degrees. It was effective in dis- 
turbing the enemy at their labours in the trenches. 



By the beginning of November provisions were 
becoming scarce and dear. Mutton was at 
8s. 6d. per lb.; veal, 4s.; pork, 2s., and 2s. 6d.; 
ducks, from 14s. to 18s. a couple, and geese a 
guinea each. Fish and vegetables were equally 
high, the latter not easily obtained at any price, 
and bread was a rarity. To tiy the experiment 
of living on rice. General Eliott, who was always 
setting good examples of self-denial, lived for 
eight days on four ounces of rice per diem. Pud- 
dings and water were his chief sources of exis- 
tence, and he soon found many (unwilling) 
imitators. But with all their economy and good 
management, the supply of provisions was get- 
ting very small by the beginning of January, 
1780, and famine stared the Garrison in the face. 
Still there was no murmuring ~no violence — and 
only four or five desertions. Happily, by the 
17th news was received that Sir George Bodney 
had gained a victory over the Spanish Fleet, 
which attempted to intercept the supplies that 
had been sent from England in transports, and 
the arrival of several vessels confirmed the intel- 
ligence, and somewhat relieved the Garrison and 
inhabitants. 

On the 29th of January the Garrison was re- 
inforced by the arrival of the 73rd Highlanders. 
The Begiment was on its way to Minorca. 
General Eliott deemed it advisable to detain it. 
A few days previously the wives and children of 
the soldiers who were not possessed of twelve 
months' provisions were embarked for England. 

Four or five months passed without the occurs 
rence of any notable event. Admiral Bodney 
had departed, and the articles which found their 
way into the fort under his protection were getting 
scarce. Leather was wanting. The Officers 
were content to wear canvas shoes with spunyarn 
soles. Fuel was not abundant. Some five ships 
captured from the enemy were broken up and 
disposed of. The small vessels from the coast 
which ran the blockade seldom brought any- 
thing more substantial than wine, sugar, oil, 
honey, and onions. 

Some incidents in connection with the attack 
and defence of the fortress deserve special men- 
tion here : 

Upon one occasion, in May, 1782, General 
Eliott, attended by the Chief Engineer -and Staff, 
inspected the batteries at the North Fort, which 
had suffered much from the enemy's fire. Whi^Q 
so engaged he perceived the advantage that 
would result from getting a flank fire upon the 
works of the besiegers, and in the fervour of his 
anxiety offered a reward of a thousand dollars to 
any one who. would suggest the modiis opera/ndi. 
After a pause, the Serjeant-major of the Com- 
pany of Sappers ventured to point out that if 
galleries were piensed In the rock the re(]^uisito 
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command over the gans of the enemy woold be 
obtained. The difficulty of the task — the quality 
of the ground being considered— did not appear 
to the General to offer an insuperable obstacle to 
the enterprise, and he at once directed its per- 
formance. A body of miners set to work ener- 
getically, and by the 15th of July the first 
embrasure was opened. Elated with the success 
of the undertaking, General Eliott ordered the 
extension of the subterranean gallery, which was 
six feet in height and six feet wide. By dint of 
blasting and mining, before the end of August 
sufficient space had been cleared in the requisite 
direction, and five twenty-four pounders were 
brought to bear upon the enemy's batteries. A 
few months later the whole face of the rock was 
pierced for guns. 

The ingenuity of the besieged was paralleled 
by the adroit cautiousness of the besiegers. Find- 
ing that neither the apprehension of famine nor 
the continual bombardment by sea and land dis- 
heartened the Garrison, they set at defiance the 
obstacle presented by the rocky mass, and actually 
began to mine the adamantine ground beneath 
the north front. One of the deserters from the 
French made the fact known to General Eliott. 
He was incredulous — ^it was difficult to conceive 
of so gigantic an enterprise, and, of course, im- 
possible to see any miners at work. To solve all 
doubts, a Serjeant of the Artificer Company in- 
trepidly caused himself to be lowered down the 
face of the lofty rock by means of ropes and a 
ladder. He had nearly reached the base, when 
he discovered an opening, and hearing voices and 
the clink of the pick-axe and the hammer dis- 
covered that the miners were at work. To get 
at them in that position was out of the question. 
The Serjeant returned and reported the result of 
his enterprise, and from that moment a close 
watch was kept upon the tower, whence the 
miners issued to perform their work. Fragments 
of rock, hand grenades, and other missiles wefe 
showered down upon them in such profusion and 
constancy that the aperture was nearly closed up, 
and access to it rendered impracticable. It is 
doubtful whether any mine would have been 
effective in dislodging the Garrison, for the height 
from the base to the summit was 1,400 feet. 

Baron Von Helmstadt, a Spanish Officer, having 
been severely wounded by a musket shot in one 
of hid knees, was found lying upon the platform 
of the St Oarlos battery by two British Artillery 
soldiers, who moved him from his impending fate. 
They took him up in their arms and carried him 
out of the battery, where he must soon have 
perished in the fiames. Unwilling to leave hria 
upon the sands in his helpless state, they deter- 
mined upon carrying him into the garrison. They 
were executing their noble purpose, when they 



met with Lieutenant Cuppage, of their own 
Corps, who, while he bestowed the warmest en- 
comiums upon his men for their humanity, him- 
self assisted in the generous office which it 
suggested. With evexy possible tenderness they 
conveyed the wounded prisoner to the Barriers, 
where they did not arrive till two hours after the 
whole detachment had retired. During tbis time 
they had been exposed to the fire of the enemy's 
lines, and had been reported in the garrison as 
lost. Having presented themselves at the Barrier, 
and being admitted, they passed through the 
different guards, amidst the mingled admiration 
and applause of the whole, till they reached the 
garrison hospital, where they deposited the Baron. 
On such an instance of humanity the mind dwells 
with applauding rapture. While strongly charac- 
teristic of the generous disposition of a British 
soldier towards a vanquished enemy, it dignifies 
human nature and illuminates the rugged front of 
war with the radiant emanations of philanthropy. 
To the feelings of a British Officer any eulogium 
upon an exercise of his humanity would wear the 
appearance of an insult. Generosity to a con- 
quered enemy is a distinguishing feature in the 
Military character of this country ; and it seems, 
indeed, to be an axiom established by the stamp 
of Omnipotence itself, that the most generous are 
invariably the most brave. 

To the two soldiers the same considerations of 
delicacy do not so strongly apply as to their 
Officer, and it becomes the peculiar duty of the 
historian to snatch from obhvion the names of 
two men, whose feelings were equally an honour 
to their profession end their species. They were 
called Campbell and Paton, two privates in the 
2nd Battalion of the Boyal Begiment of Artillery.* 
Had they lived in later times ''The Victoria 
Cross" would have been the guerdon of their 
valour. 

The death of Colonel Mawhood, who had only 
recently joined his Begiment (the 72nd), made 
the 29th of August a mournful day. He was 
respected for his good services. His name occurs 
in an earlier page of this history in connection 
with a soldier-like event. 

Scurvy had more or less visited the garrison of 
Gibraltar from an early period of the blockade, 
owing to the unavoidable use of salt meat and fish. 
By the middle of October it had made great 
ravages in the hospitals, and had prostrated many 
men. The arrival of a small cargo of oranges and 
lemons yi^A therefore very acceptable and salutary. 
The judicious distribution of the anti-scorbutics 
put many a soldier on his legs again. This pleasant 
cargo was supplemented by another consisting of 



* This incident Ib d«rived from Heriot*8 'Historical 
Notices of Qibndt&r.' 
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cheese, bams, and potatoes. They were bronglit 
in a little polaocay which absolutely fought her 
way into the harbour through several gun-boats 
and other armed vessels. The price at which the 
potatoes sold was almost fabulous. One hundred- 
weight fetched 11. lOs. 6d. sterling. 

Early in February, 1781, the Officers of the 
garrison addressed a memorial to the Governor, 
and solicited his support. They represented that 
their pay had at different times suffered great 
diminution by the exorbitant rate of exchange ; 
that every article of clothing, and still more those 
articles essential to Kfe and health, were so 
advanced in price that the pay was inadequate to 
meet their expenses ; and their condition was 
aggravated in their being precluded from partici- 
pating with the Officers at home in the extensive 
promotions which had lately taken place in the 
Army. They therefore appealed to the paternal 
feelings, the justice, and the humanity of the 
Governor to obtain for them such assistance and 
protection as their situation and services deserved. 

No official reply was sent to the memorial ; 
but it was understood that the Government felt 
it imperative to forbid any Officers being allowed 
to quit the garrison during the siege. And it is 
only just to the Officers to register that they sub- 
mitted without a murmur to the conditions in 
which circumstances had placed them. 

Provisions had again become very scarce and 
dear. The rations of a soldier were only 5^ lb. 
of bread weekly, 13 oz. of salt beef, 18 oz. of 
pork — both of them nearly putrescent — 2^ oz. of 
rancid butter, 12 oz. of raisins, ^ pint of pease, 
1 pint of Spanish beans, 1 pint of wheat, 4 oz. of 
rice, and a quarter of a pint of oil. This was the 
allowance of the unmarried soldieni. Well might 
the Spaniards believe that it would be in their 
power to starve out the garrison. However, on 
the 12th of April this hope was dissipated by the 
arrival of Admiral Darby's Fleet in the Straits, 
which introduced a convoy of transports amply 
laden with good and wholesome provisions. The 
Spanish Artillery then was called upon to do for 
the besiegers what the Fleet denied. A furious 
cannonading at once commenced, and the town 
was soon reduced to a confused mass of rubbish. 
The misery of the inhabitants was extreme ; they 
flew to the Military fbr shelter. The garrison had 
little for themselves beyond the canvas of their 
tents. The provisions were happily all got on 
shore ki nine or ten days, and the physical con- 
dition of the soldiery rapidly improved. And it 
would have been still better if the men had not 
given way to dreadful intemperance, promoted by 
the discovery of hidden stores of wine and liquors 
which the huckstering merchants had thitherto 
doled out in small quantities and at enormous 
prices. " The enemy's shells," says Drinkwater^ 



in his minute and rather tedious account of the 
siege, " soon forced open the secret recesses of the 
merchants; and the soldiers instantly availed 
themselves of the opportunity to seize upon the 
liquors which they conveyed to haunts of their 
own. Here, in parties, they barricaded their 
quarters against all opposers, and, insensible of 
their danger, regaled themselves with the spoils. 
Several skirmishes occurred amongst them which, 
if not seasonably put a stop to by the interference 
of Officers, might have ended in serious conse- 
quences." 

A spirit of revenge against the merchants 
appeared to be the leading cause of the irre- 
gularities of the men. A great quantity of liquor 
and other property was wantonly destroyed, and 
it is stated in evidence of the reckless extravagance 
which prevailed that on one occasion a pig was 
roasted by a fire made of cinnamon — a mode of 
culinary preparation of which even Elia's Chinese 
perhaps never dreamt. 

The bombardment continued with great severity, 
and had done so much damage that General 
Eliott determined upon attempting the relief of 
the garrison by a sortie, -to which he was encou- 
raged by information brought by Walloon deserters, 
that the besiegers were becoming veiy lax in their 
trench duty under an idea that the garrison was 
too enfeebled to attack them. On the 26th of 
November the General issued a Garrison Order — 
with the countersign " Steady "—directing the 
assembly on the Bed Sands, at midnight, of a 
detachment under Brigadier-General Boss, con- 
sisting of the 12 th and Hardenberg's Begiments ; 
the Grenadiers and Light Infantxy of all the other 
Begiments ; a Oaptain, three Lieutenants, ten 
non-commissioned officers, and 100 Artillery ; 
three Engineers, seven Officers, and twelve non- 
commissioned officers; overseers; 160 workmen 
from the Line (not the 12th or Hardenberg's 
Corps), and 40 workmen from the artificer com- 
pany. Each man was to carry 36 rounds of 
ammunition, a good flint in his piece, and another 
in his pocket. No drums — ^no volunteers. The 
39th and 58th Begiments were ordered to parade 
at the same time to sustain the sortie. 

Triumphant success attended the sortie. It 
was made with prudence and caution at first, fol- 
lowed by vigour and daring. In spite of the 
darkness and the confusion consequent upon it, a 
large portion of the works was captured and de- 
stroyed by fire, numerous mortars and brass guns 
were spiked, the magazines blown up, and nine- 
teen Spaniards taken prisoners, the British sus- 
taining no greater loss than four men killed and 
one Officer (Lieutenant Tweedie, of the 12th), 
and twenty-five men wounded. The only man of 
the detachment who did not return to the garrison 
was a Highlander of the 73rd Grenadiers. He 
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was one of the first to monnt the battery, wHere 
he encoantered a Spanish Oaptain of Artillery, 
whom he wounded, and by whom he was wounded 
in return. He fell on the top of the battery to 
which fire had been applied, and when the troops 
were ordered to retire, the flames spread with such 
rapidity to the spot where he lay that it was 
impossible to save him. 

General Eliott, in his anxiety, accompanied the 
sortie, and in public orders the next day said that 
the bravery and conduct of the whole detach- 
ment, Officers, sailors, and soldiers, on the glorious 
occasion, surpassed his utmost acknowledgments. 

At the close of the year 1781 it was found 
that the losses of the garrison amounted to 3 
Officers, 10 Serjeants, 1 drummer, and 108 rank 
and file killed ; 2 Officers, 7 Serjeants, 1 drummer 
and 36 rank and file disabled ; and 13 Officers, 
22 seijeants, 6 drummers, and 359 men wounded. 
The enemy had also suffered very much, espe- 
cially when repairing their batteries, but they- 
nevertheless persevered with their works, and esta- 
blished new batteries in advantageous directions. 

The year 1782 was distinguished by the exer- 
cise of the inventive powers of men and Officers 
in the garrison. Lieutenant Eoehler, of the Boyal 
Artillery, acquired much praise for a newly-con- 
structed depressing carriage, which admitted of a 
gun being laid to any degree of depression, under 
twenty degrees, by a common quoin resting upon 
the cheeks of the carriage. This was of great 
moment, as it enabled the besiegers to bring the 
guns to bear upon the enemy at a very short 
distance beneath the lofty batteries. 

Down to the middle of 1782 the fire of the 
besiegers had been by no means proportioned to 
the magnitude of their undertaking. Their sole 
object seemed to be to harass and distress the 
gaiTison, and give occasion for acts of daring, of 
which the soldiers were not slow to avail them- 
selves. But the arrival of the Duo de Orillon, 
who had just been relieved from the business of 
capturing the poorly-garrisoned town and fortifi- 
cations of Minorca, gave occasion to believe that 
the enemy were thoroughly in earnest, an im*. 
pression that was soon confirmed by the appear- 
ance in the bay of an immense combined Fleet of 
French and Spanish men-of-war. The Duo de 
Orillon was the pink of courtesy. The elegant 
chivalry which distinguished the French Officers 
from the days of Oond6 had not died out. It 
was reserved for the French Revolution to substi- 
tute a rude bearing for the graceful combination 
of courage and generosity which characterised the 
Turennes, Vendomes, Bichelieus, and Orillons of 
the eighteenth century, De Orillon brought 
letters from Madrid, intended for the Officers of 
the garrison, but which had been intercepted by 
the besiegers, and sent on to the capital. These, 



with a present of fruits, vegetables, and ices, he 
sent to General Eliott, and, to enhance the 
courtesy, the Duke communicated agreeable mes- 
sages from the young Oount D'Artois and the 
Due de Bourbon, who had accompanied him. 
General Eliott was too much of a gentleman to 
refuse a gift tendered in a becoming manner, but 
he intimated that he never accepted presents of 
that nature for himself alone. He shared them 
with the garrison, and requested that no more 
might be sent. 

Hostilities were now to be carried on with the 
utmost vigour. The French and Spanish fieet 
consisted of seven three-deckers, thirty-one two- 
deckers, three frigates, and a great many xebeques, 
bomb-ketches, &c. Battering ships had been 
previously sent, and on the 13th of September 
the combined Naval and Military Forces com- 
menced the bombardment of the fortress of Gib- 
raltar. No fewer than 400 pieces of artillery 
were simultaneously employed. On the side of the 
besieged there was corresponding activity, and an 
element of destruction entered into their means 
of defence which was not anticipated by the 
assailants. Lieutenant-General Boyd, who had 
earned his Military commission when he was Ord- 
nance Storekeeper during the siege of Minorca by 
an act of singular hardihood,* devised the manu- 
facture of red-hot shot ; and having tested their 
serviceableness against the land batteries, em- 
ployed them incessantly against the shipping. 
The wonderful construction of the vessels seemed 
to bid defiance to the powers of the heaviest ord- 
nance, but was not proof against the red-hot shot. 
One battery ship after another caught fire, three 
blew up ; magazines exploded on shore, and 
ordinary batteries were consumed ; three more 
battexy ships were burned to the water's edge. 
In the midst of the furious cannonade, however, 
the claims of humanity were not disregarded. 
The Marine Brigade, under the intrepid Oaptain 
Ourtis, used great efforts to rescue the wounded 
men of the enemy's ships, who were struggling in. 
the waves or floating on spars. They were 
brought on shore and tenderly cared for. 

During the hottest period of the fight, the 
brave Eliott remained on- the King's Bastion — a 
portion of the fortifications the comer-stone of 
which had been laid by Lietitenant-General Boyd 
ten years previously, on which occasion he ex- 
pressed a hope that he might live to see the 
bastion resist the united efforts of France and 
Spain. 

When the anxiety of the besieged had reached 
a culminating point, a British fleet appeared in 

* He wdnt with foar men in an open boat and de- 
livered a letter from General Blakeney to Admirals Byng 
and West at a distance, fearlessly pnesing through the 
watchful French Fleet^ which lay off the town. 
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i^e offing, and, to GeDeral ElioiVs great joy, tlie 
25th and 59th Begiments arriTed to reinforce the 
Garrison. The appearance of the British fleet 
necessarily diverted the enemy's vessels from their 
attack. They withdrew, and the two fleets were 
Been vis^a^ia for some time afterwards. 

The winter had now sped on, and 1783 had 
fairly opened when news was received by the Dao 
de CriUon that negotiations for a peace had com- 
menced. This led to a relaxation of hostilities, 
and on the 2nd of February they totally ceased, 
for the Preliminaries of Peace had been signed. 
The siege had lasted three years, seven months 
and twelve days. There was much nervous ap- 
prehension on the part of those who had worked 
80 earnestly for its preservation lest, by the articles 
of the Treaty, Gibraltar should be ceded to Spain. 
Intense, therefore, was their delight when they 
found that the rock was to remain in the hands of 
the British. 

The Due de Orillon seized the first opportunity, 
after the formal declaration of peace, of marking 
his respect for General ELiott by visiting him in 
his stronghold with the two French Princes. He 
was politely shown over the works. The immense 
gallery (which now bears the name of the Wind- 
sor Battery) especially attracted his attention. 
He declared it " worthy of the Romans.*' 

Great were the rejoicings and felicitations in 
England when the intelligence arrived of the relief 
of Gibraltar. The King immediately created 
€Feneral Eliott a Enight of the Bath, and directed 
Lieutenant-Genend Boyd, as the King's represen- 
tative, to install him in the Order. By His 
Majesty's desire an annuity of 1,500L was settled 
on the General, and he received, with his com- 
panions in arms, the thanks of Parliament for the 
service rendered to the British cause and reputa- 
tion by the stubborn defence of Gibraltar. 

On the 23rd April (St George's Day), the cere- 
mony of the installation was performed. The 
Governor took the opportunity of addressing the 
assembled troops. After informing them of the 
satisfaction of the King and Parliament, he said : 

" No Army has ever been rewarded by higher 
national honours, and it is well known how great, 
universal, and spontaneous were the rejoicings 
throughout the Kingdom upon the news of your 
success. These must not only give you inex- 
pressible pleasure, but afford matter of triumph 
to your dearest friends and latest posterity. As 
a further proof how just your title is to such 
flattering distinctions at home, rest assured, from 
undoubted authority, that the nations in Europe 
and other parts are struck with admiration of 
your gallant behaviour : even our late resolute and 
determined antagonists do not scruple to bestow 
the commendations due to such valour and 
perseveianoe/' 



When the vote of thanks was proposed to the 
House of Commons by General Conway, that 
statesman said that he had never risen with 
so little difficulty and so much pleasure as on that 
occasion. "The gallant General who was the 
subject of all men's praise and reverence, the 
intrepid and persevering General Eliott, had 
deserved everything that a grateful and admiring 
nation could bestow. His bravery, his enterprise, 
his prudence, his skill, his constancy, his humanity, 
his zeal and his unremitting attention to every 
part of his important and laborious duty, through 
so long and so close an investment, demanded 
fame more lofty and praise more lasting than his 
weak words could .possibly confer." Lord Mul- 
grave and Sir George Howard spoke much to the 
same effect. 

Subsequently Sir George Eliott was raised to 
the peerage by the title of Baron Heathfie.ld, but 
only lived eight years in the enjoyment of his 
honours. In testimony of the service he had 
rendered, a monument was erected to his memory 
at the public expense in the Cathedral of St Paul's* 



CHAPTER XVL 

War 10 India— Hyder All and Tippoo Saib— The High- 
landers — The 73rd at Mangalore — General Stuart 
attacks the French at Cuddalore — ^Peaoe with Tippoo 
— ^Affairs in Barope — Duel between the Duke of York 
and Colonel Lennox — The French Revelation breaks 
out— No Commander-in-Chief of the British Army- 
Mr Pitt claims an Augmentation of the Army — The 
Duke of York sent to Holland with a Force— The 
Battle of Famars — The 14th Foot the Forlorn Hope 
— ^The AflFair at Linoelles — Gallantry of the Guards. 

America, the Mediterranean, and the Continent 
of Europe were not the only theatres of war 
during the last quarter of the eighteenth century. 
Its flames raged in Southern India, where Coote 
was building up the Imperial edifice of which 
Clive had laid the foundation. Every success 
achieved by the East India Company's troops re- 
sulted in a territorial accession, until England had 
become an object of jealousy among the native 
princes and a terror to the French, who were in- 
dustriously engaged in acts of aggression under 
M. de Lally, a soldier of rare ability. The scene 
of operations had gradually shifted from the 
Camatic to Mysore, a province lying to the west, 
enclosed on two sides by lofty mountains, and 
forming a fertile table-land, dotted with dusters 
of lofty hills, from which nearly all the rivem 
watering the lower country take their rise. This 
magnificent Hindoo province was governed by a 
Bajah, who died in 1777, or thereabouts, and was 
succeeded by a helpless minor. An ambitious 
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chieftain, named Hyder Ali, who, from a very 
low origin, had risen to considerable power by 
daring encroachments at the head of a band of 
ferocious warriors, had gradually seized upon cer- 
tain rich lands contiguous to Mysore. On the 
death of the Bajah, Hyder Ali assumed the guar- 
dianship of the child who was hb legitimate heir, 
and placed him under restraint, that he might be 
no obstacle to the chieftain's ambitious views ; 
and in furtherance of the attainment of his own 
objects, Hyder Ali formed a league with the 
French, and attacked the English on the Malabar 
coast while they were engaged in driving the 
Dutch out of their possessions on the coast of 
Ooromandel. The East India Company were 
^us placed in an attitude of hostility towards 
three Powers at one and the same time, and it 
required all the means at their command in men, 
money, and material to hold their own and 
punish the enemies of England. Holland, as 
well as France, was at the time at war with us. 
Sensible of the importance of assisting the Com- 
pany in their operations, the Government had 
added two more Highland Regiments to their 
Military strength, and the 71st, 72nd, and 73rd 
upheld, with the European ' Regiments of the 
Company, a small Corps of Artillery, and several 
Regiments of Sepoys, the exertions of Sir Ejrre 
Coote to maintain the integrity of the English 
possessions. The Sepoys were by this time (1783) 
animated by a strong attachment to the English 
Service. The goodness and regularity of the 
pay, the ultimate pension, rank, and occasional 
grants of land, were powerful inducements to 
Hindoos and Mahomedans to take up arms against 
their own countrymen and fight for the foreigner. 
Unassisted by Europeans, they were not, perhaps, 
always reliable ; but with the examples of dis- 
cipline and bravery set before them by the High- 
landers they behaved with courage and steady 
devotion to their salt. 

Sir Eyre Coote dying in 1782, the command 
of the Army temporarily devolved on Brigadier- 
General Stuart, who had been latterly one of 
Coote's most active cliefs in the contests with 
Hyder. The means at Stuart's disposal for the 
double operation of defence and conquest were 
marvellously disproportioned to the magnitude of 
his task, seeing that Hyder Ali and the French 
had an Army of 150,000 men in the field. 
Stuart could only count 7,000 bayonets! But 
Coote had recently been victorious at Porto Novo 
and Nagore, and had compelled Tippoo Saib to 
raise the siege of Wandewash. The prestige of 
these successes in the south of India was a tower 
of strength to the English : the Natives acquired 
confidence in their prowess and their nusseeh 
(fate or fortune), and their foes did not despise 
them. 






Upon the death of Hyder Ali, his son, Tippoo 
Saib, succeeded to his power and acquisitions. 
To the ambition of his father this youth added 
an invincible antipathy to the English, and pur- 
sued them with all the energy that a vigorous 
patriot could impart to the resources at his com- 
mand. He drew the French closer to him than 
Hyder had done, and was profuse of the gifts 
which were calculated to strengthen their attach- 
ment to his interests. In May, 1783, this Tippoo 
had invested Mangalore, a fortified town belong- 
ing to the English. With 90,000 men, including 
two French Corps, commanded, in the absence 
of Lally, by Colonel Cassigny, and a park of 90 
pieces of artillery, he ruthlessly besieged the 
fortress, garrisoned by only 2,000 men, of whom 
1,600 were Sepoys. A part of the 73rd, then 
the 2nd Battalion of the ever-glorious 42nd, 
composed the remainder of the garrison. Stuart 
could not go to the assistance of Mangalore. EEis 
hands were full at Cuddalore, which, at one time 
the seat of the English Government, had been 
seized by the French, and was now well fortified. ' 
He had succeeded in relieving Lieutenant-Colonel 
Humberstone* of the 72nd (which was then the 
78th), who had been in a very perilous position 
in Malabar, and, after destroying Wandewash 
and Caragooly as useless fortifications, attacked 
the outposts at Cuddalore, and ultimately carried 
the lines by storm against Lally himself, who de- 
fended them. In his despatch to the Home 
Government detailing the event. General Stuart 
bore warm testimony to the admirable conduct of 
his Highland Regiments, especially eulogising the 
"precious remains of the 73rd." The other 
portion of that brave Regiment was shut up in 
Mangalore with Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, and 
only surrendered in January, 1784, after enduring 
all the horrors of a seven months' siege. They 
had* refused, as unnecessary, certain provisions 
and reinforcements which were carried into the 
ha* hour by General Macleod during an armistice 
following upon the peace with France, and were 
at last compelled to subsist upon grass, horses, 
dogs, frogs, rats, crows — ^in short, upon anything 
that could be masticated. Tippoo, bereft of his 
French allies by the peace, was obliged to let the 
garrison march out (as well as it could) with the 
honours of war, and soon afterwards he himself 
entered into a treaty of amity with his English 
foes, which lasted scarcely five years. " Manga- 
lore " proudly decorates the colours of the 73rd 
Highlanders. 

* This Officer, yrben a Major of Lord Seaforth's High> 
landers, had earned his Xiieatenant-Colonelcy by defeating; 
the French in 1779, in an attempt which tbey made to 
effect a landing on the island of Jersey. Five companies 
of the Highlanders compelled the enemy to leave the 
place. 
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In 1789, Tippoo's insatiable ambition indnoed 
bim to make demands upon the Bajah of Tra- 
▼ancore, a territory lying to the soath of Malabar. 
These demands being untenable, the restless chief 
resorted to hostilities. As the Allies of the 
Bajahy the British were again driven into a oon- 
teet with Tippoo. The Eari of OomwaUis was 
at this time GoTemor-General of India, and had 
a yery respectable force at his command. The 
European branch of the Army of India had 
been strengthened by the accession of the 74th, 
75th, and 76th Highlanders, and the 77th East 
Middlesex Begiment. Aided by Major-General 
Bobert Abercromby, an active warfare was com- 
ried on by Lord Gomwallis against Tippoo, which 
resulted in a great victory gained by the English 
at Seringapatam, the capital of Tippoo's posses- 
sions, in 1792 ; Oannanore having been previoasly 
taken by the 75th and 77th Begiments. In this 
grand contest Tippoo Saib was bereft of one-half 
of the dominions he, or his father, had wrested 
from the Hindoo Princes in the Soath, and a 
considerable portion of these was added to the 
already eztenfflve territory of the East India 
Company. 

In a previous page allusion has been made to 
the early services of the Bombay Europeans^- 
the first Begiment of the kind ever raised in India. 
lb nearly all the operations of Ooote and Stuart 
it appears to have taken so active a part that so 
late as 1846 the kte General Sir Oharles Napier, 
when holding a high command in India, thus 
addressed the Corps on the occasion of presenting 
it with new colours : 

'' Soldiers { I have this day the honour to pre* 
sent new colours to the oldest Begiment in the 
Service of the East India Company ; a Begiment 
which cannot tread upon any part of our Eastern 
territory whose history has not been illustrated 
by its glory and by its blood, either in victory or 
in defeat ! Aye, or defeat I For, though defeat 
has in the long course of ages fallen at times like 
a direful vapour on the arms of England, and for 
a moment veiled their brilliancy, still has the in- 
domitable courage of the Europeans remained 
unbroken, and as the sun shorn of its beams may 
be traced, though dimly, through a murky mist, 
so has British valour been ever traced through 
disaster, till other battles and better leading gave 
fresh victories to our arms. 

"To a young Corps, unknown to history, I 
could speak largely on the duties of soldiers to 
their colours; but to you, Fusiliers, whose 
bayonets gleam with the splendour of Indian 
triumphs, whose standards are wreathed with the 
accumulated laurels of ages, I have only to point 
out past exploits, to recall to your memories the 
battle-fields under Clive I Lawrence ! Coote 1 
Comwallis ! Smith I — from Plassey to Beni- 



Boo Ali,* aye, and long before Plassey, including 
innumerable sieges and assaults, unsurpassed in 
number and in daring by any Begiment in the 
world. Were I to dwell on all the battles and 
stormings, it would keep me till midnight ; I will, 
therefore, speak but of two, which appear to me 
to be among the most celebrated. I mean the 
capture of Ahmedabad and of Seringapatam. At 
Ahmedabsdy the two intrepid men, Ensign Hieme 
and Serjeant Hugh Fridge — ^both of your Begi- 
ment — ^led the stormers to the walls, and, sword 
in handythey mounted the breach, and won Hieme 
his Lieutenancy, and Fridge the honour of carry- 
ing the colours for which he had so bravely fought! 
A few years after, the same courageous soldier^ 
the same Hugh Fridge (now become Captain 
Fridge, of the Bombay Europeans,) mounted the 
immortal breach of Seringapatam, close following 
the more young, more active, and renowned 
Serjeant Jones Graham, who there fell, not the 
first bearing that honoured name, distinguished 
by a glorious death in the service of the British 
Throne 1 Soldiers 1 It must rouse the minds 
of Military men to think of the exaltation of 
your Begiment, as, in a dense column, it dashed 
up the breach, following the gallant Graham, and 
beheld the hero waving the colours of England 
on the summit amidst the flashing of Mysorean 
scimitars, the fire, the smoke, and the loud cheers 
of the stormers, as they fiercely won their bloody 
footing aloft If 

'' Take your splendid colours, soldiers T reful- 
gent with the glories of a hundred battles 1 Ye 
are as good men, as brave men, and as strong men 
to do battle as the heroes who went before you, 
and the day will come when in future combats 
you shall renovate your fame as you have this day 
renovated your standards I " 

We must now retrace our steps and turn to the 
affairs of Europe. An event; which, as it con- 
cerned two Military men of high rank, and 
involved questions of honour, merits a place in 
Military history, brought into prominence (in 
1789) a Soldier-Prince who was destined at a 
somewhat later date to occupy a very conspicuous 
position in the British Army. 

Prince Frederick was created Duke of York and 
Albany in 1789. He had been on the Continent 
of Europe for seven years studying French and 
German and the art of war. Ha was now twenty- 
six years of age, and the King had conferred upon 

* Sir OharloB Napier here referred to an expedition to 
the Persian Qnlf against the Beni-Boo All pirates in 
1821. The expedition was commanded by Sir Lionel 
Smith, whence the allosion to ** Smith."— Authob. 

t It is recorded of Qraham that when he reached the 
summit of the breach, he exclaimed, **Harrah for 
* Lieutenant ' Graham" — anticipating the rare recompense 
of a Serjeant's gallantry. Bat a shot struck him mortally 
as the words escaped Ids lips.— Authob. 
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him tbe Oolonelcy of the Ooldstream Gkiards. It 
reached the Duke of York — how or from what 
Bouroe was never ascertained — ^that Lieatenant* 
Oolonel Lennox, of the Goldstreams, had " heard 
words spoken of him at a club at Daabigny's to 
which no gentleman oaght to have submitted " — 
and to this effect the Doke spoke in the hearing 
of other officers. This coming to the ears of liea- 
tenant-Oolonel Lennox, he took the opportunity of 
a parade of the Begiment to ask the Dake what 
the words were which had been uttered in his 
disparagement.' The Duke immediately ordered 
him to his post. Anxious to ferret out the author 
of the injurious language, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lennox adopted the only alternative left to him, 
which was to address a circular to the members of 
Daubigny's, asking each if he had been the party 
who had given expression to the offensive lan- 
guage. No reply having been received from any 
member, the Lieutenant-Colonel called upon the 
Duke of York to contradict the report he had cir- 
culated among the Officers of the Ooldstreams. 
His Boyal Highness refused to do this, adding 
thiftt he was prepared to give Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lennox any satisfaction he might desire, and 
begged that he would look upon him only in the 
light of an Officer of the Regiment. At first 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lennox declined the proffer, 
as he regarded the Du)ce of York as the son of 
his King. No other form of satisfaction, how- 
ever, being obtainable, Lieutentmt-Colonel Lennox 
determined upon the adoption of the duello, and 
accordingly sent a message to the Duke by the 
Earl of Winchelsea. The challenge was accepted, 
and the parties met on Wimbledon Common, Lord 
Bawdon, afterwards Earl of Moira, acting as the 
Duke*s second. At a distance of twelve paces the 
parties were placed vis-orvis ; the Lieutenant- 
Colonel fired and grazed the Duke's curl. The 
Duke did not return his adversary's fire, though 
called upon to do so. He would not consent to 
declare that Lieutenant-Colonel Lennox was a 
man of honour, but gave him liberty to fire 
again. This, of course, could not be complied 
with. Lord Bawdon now interfered, and the Earl 
of Winchelsea agreeing vrith his lordship that 
enough had been done to satisfy the claims of 
'' honour/' the farce terminated — ^the seconds de- 
claring in a published document that '* both 
parties behaved with the utmost coolness and in- 
trepidity." 

The affair, absurd as it appears to us in an age 
when the practice of duelling has been l>ani8hed 
as a miserable, illogical remnant of a barbarous 
age, mis-called "chivalric," created much noise 
and discussion at the time, on account of the 
rank and Military position of the antagonists. It 
was justly said that the character of a British 
Officer is one of the most honourable that a sub- 



ject of the Crown can assume, and at the same 
time the most difficult to be supported. A 
Military man is amenable to laws more delicate, 
more varied, and more undefined than those 
enacted by civil jurisprudence; his conduct is 
reviewed through a medium which the preju- 
dices, the caprice, and the passions of men are 
for ever changing, but by which, nevertheless, 
his minutest action must be tried. A failure in 
the observance of any of those laws which 
arbitrary custom has established, is sufficient to 
blast the credit of a life the past tenor of which 
had been regulated by principle, and consonant 
to the most rigid dictates of honour and pro- 
priety. It is, therefore, incumbent upon Military 
men, in a pre-eminent degree, to be jealous of 
their character, and peculiarly quick in the per- 
ception of those circumstances which may impart 
the slightest soil to the purity of their reputa- 
tion. Lieutenant-Colonel Lennox, who was not 
only a soldier, but the prospective heir to the 
dukedom of Biohmond, felt all this— felt that 
the ermine of the peer must be kept as free from 
blemish as the epaulette of the Officer, and he 
therefore used all possible means for arriving at 
the name of his calumniator. Failing in this, he 
adopted the only course open to him in the then 
state of Military society, and his brother Officers 
declared, in a document which was published in 
the newspapers, that he had "behaved with 
courage, but not with judgment." It afterwards 
transpired that the offensive words had been 
spoken at a masquerade. One masked individual 
addressed another nnderthe supposition that the 
latter was Colonel Lennox. 

The British Army was without a Commander- 
in-Chief in 1789. The Army had been reduced 
at the close of the American War, from 150,000 
to 40,000 men of all arms, and the Military 
power and patronage were vested in the Minister, 
a civilian, who made Staff appointments and 
Colonelcies the reward of subservient Members of 
Parliament. Under the operation of this per- 
nicious usage. General Conway, Lord Loth an, 
and Colonel A'Court had severally been deprived 
of their Corps, and the Colonelcies given to more 
obedient vassals. General Burgoyne protested 
vehemently against the practice in his place in 
Parliament, and urged the appointment of a head 
of the Military Department of the Government 
in the person of a, Commander-in-Chief, who 
should "be responsible for the distribution of 
Begimental commands and Staff offices." It is 
needless to say that he failed. Between the 
tenacity of the Tory Cabinet, reluctant to part 
with any of the machinery of Parliamentary 
corruption, and the hostility of the Whigs to every 
extension of the military element — even to the 
length of opposing the subjection of a new corps 
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of aitifloen to the proTimoDS of the Matiny Act* 
»-it was hopeless to expect that a supreme mili- 
tary authority would be created independent of 
the Minister, and only responsible to the Grown 
and the country. 

We must go back some five or six years in our 
History to notice some occurrences omitted at the 
proper time. ' 

During the latter days of the progress of the 
fliege of Gibraltar (1783), the troops in Great 
Britain were increased to 54,678 men ; but when 
the Peace was established in 1784, the estimatea 
provided for only 17,483 men in Great Britain, 
950 foreign troops, 12,247 men in the Plantations, 
and (as a new vote) 6,866 men for India. 

An important question in connection with the 
operation of Military law was settled in 1786. 
IVom the year 1715, the liability of an Officer on 
half-pay to be tried by Court-Martial was a 
matter of doubt. Debates had taken place in 
1749 without any decisive result having been 
arrived at, and the question lay in abeyance 
until 1785, when General Ross (who was on half- 
pay) was arraigned before a Court-Martial for 
reflecting in a letter upon a General Boyd. Before 
the Court attempted to deal with the ofiPence it 
claimed the advantage of the opinion of the 
twelve judges, and those high judi<Sal authorities 
came to the conclusion that neither General Boss's 
warrant as a General Officer, nor his annuity of 
half-pay, rendered him obnoxious to Military 
trial. He was accordingly discharged from cus- 
tody and arrest. This led to the omission, in the 
Mutiny Act of 1786,of all clauses respecting Officers 
on half-pay. Ultimately the person liable to be 
tried by Court-Martial was declared to be " any 
who is or shall be conmiissioned or in pay as an 
Officer." 

With the exception of the affairs in India, to 
which reference has been already made, England 
was at peace with all the world between 1783 
and 1793 ; and, as usual, the Gqyemment in de- 
ference to the champions of the taxpayers kept 
the Army on the lowest possible footing. In their 
entire ignorance of the manifold requirements of 
war, they supposed that soldiers could be manu^ 
factured to order at a few hours' notice. Bounties 
and the press-gangs were the favourite dragons' 
teeth which were to yield crops of armed men 
almost as soon as they should be needed. There 
was no'hing apparently to menace the tranquil- 
lity of the world in the shape of pretensions to 
foreign crowns and territory. Commerce and the 
arts prospered, as far as it was possible for them to 
do so, under a rigid protective system, and in the 
absence of inventive genius and a disposition to 
travel. But^ under all this seeming harmony, there 

* See Debate on the Army Estimates in 1788. 



flowed a current of opinion at first gentle and 
silent, then increasing to a murmur, and at length 
swelling to an angry torrent, which, in its violence 
and fierce velocity, burst and overthrew the banks, 
and dams and bulwarks which monarchical and 
aristocratic institutions had established ; and ulti- 
mately plunging the whole world into tedious and 
sanguinary wars, founded new principles, and reared 
up new dynasties. In a word, the French Revolu- 
tion broke out, and shook the world to its very 
centre. England was avenged. France " had com- 
mended the ingredients of the poisoned chalice to 
her own lips." One of the greatest despotisms on 
the face of the earth had sustained the subjects of 
the Kiag of Engltmd in North America in a 
resistance to the ordinances of their rulers ; many 
thousand Frenchmen had been sent to the United 
States enduring all the vidssitudes of a common 
and dangerous war for several years, and subse- 
quently participating in all the ease and plenty of a 
succeeding and unexpected peace. It was im- 
possible that these men, belonging to a quick and 
intelligent race, should participate equally with the 
natives in the extremes of war and peace without 
becoming in a considerable degree " American." 
Added to this, the writings of Voltaire, D'Alem- 
bert, Bousseau, Paine, and others, and espedaUy 
the contributors to the 'DictionnairePhilosophique,' 
had infused into the French a spirit of liberty 
which the tyranny of the Catholic Church, and the 
exactions and pride of the nobility and place- 
holders, rather tended to foster and render 
impatient. Ultimately the people asserted their 
own rights in the most violent form : — ^failing all 
moderate attempts at innovation, they shook the 
foundations of the entire political fabric, de- 
stroyed the monarchy, banished the nobles and 
clergy, and endeavoured to establish a repub- 
lic on the popular theory of universal liberty 
and perfect equality. And not content with 
maintaining these novel doctrines at home, 
the enthusiasts endeavoured io propagate their 
opinions in every part of the known world. 
The Dutch, as their nearest neighbours, were the 
first to be favoured with their attentions. A 
Republic, in a modified form, existed in HoUand, 
and a Stadtholder was the nominal sovereign. It 
was by no means surprising, therefore, that the 
more exaggerated and advanced views adopted by 
the French should find acceptance among a con- 
siderable party of the stolid Hollanders. But 
the Stadtholder opposed the dissemination of the 
new doctrines which menaced the tranquillity of 
the country and his own position. To enforce 
their propagandism the French Republic sent an 
Army to the frontiers of Holland. Alarmed at 
its hostile approach, the Stadtholder, unable to 
make head alone against a fanatic soldiery, led 
by experienced Officers, appealed to England for 
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aid. England had gnaranteed him in His position 
in the last treaty with Holland, and was bound to 
interfere. .Nor was Mr. William Pitt, the very 
able Minister who had inherited the prompt ability 
of his illastrioos father, the Earl of Chatham, 
averse to a measure which he hoped and believed 
woald enable him to keep the political contagion 
out of England. He had for some time fancied 
that he beheld danger to the British Oonstitntion 
in the rapid growth of Bepnblican doctrines in 
France ; and he conceived that true safety con- 
sisted in smiting the evU in its infancy— crashing 
it, in fact, before it had acquired a capacity for 
active mischief. Bat he was at a loss to know 
how this was to be accomplished. No protective 
laws, no armed blockades, could keep opinion 
from insidiously creeping into the kingdom of 
Qreat Britain, and, as yet, the French had not 
held out the sword to their ancient rivals. It 
was only by confronting the Bepublicans on the 
Continent, and so diverting the public mind from 
the consideration and acceptance of these perni- 
cious doctrines, that the spread of the political 
viras could be interrupted. Happily, for Pitt's 
views, the Stadtholder's appeal supplied him with 
an excuse for a resort to arms ; and while the minds 
of the British public were yet excited by the ter- 
rible regicidal act of August, 1792 — the execution 
of Louis XVL — he went boldly up to Parliament, 
and in King George's name called for the means 
of waging war. The British Sovereign had 
steadily refused to recognise the new self -elected 
government of France after the decapitation of 
Louis, and withdrew the French Ambassador from 
his court in January, 1793. 

Mr Pitt's speech, as forming the groundwork of 
the mighty war subsequently waged with a very 
slight interruption for twenty years, was a mag- 
nificent piece of oratory. Boom must be made 
for a single extract. On the 1st of February, on 
the occasion of introdacing an application for an 
augmentation of the forces, he said : 

" What has been the conduct of France under the 
new system f She has both by her words and 
actions manifested a determination, if not checked 
by force, to act on principles of aggrandisement. 
She has completely disclaimed that maxim, ' that 
whatever was the fate of their arms in war, France 
rejected all ideas of aggrandisement.' She has 
made use of the first moment of success to pub- 
lish a contradiction to that declaration. She has 
made use of the first instance of success in Savoy, 
without even attempting the ceremony of disguise, 
to annex it for ever as an eighty-fourth department 
to the present Sovereignty of Franoe. The Be- 
publicans have, by their decree, announced a 
determination to carry on a similar operation in 
every country into which their arms can be 
carried, with a view, in substance if not in name, 



to do the same thing in every country where they 
can with success. . . . When they obtain ii 
temporary success, whatever be the situation of 
the country into which they may come ; whatever 
may have been its antecedent conduct, whatever 
may be its political connexions, they have deter- 
mined not to abandon possession of it till they 
have efifected the utter and absolute subversion of 
its form of Government, of every ancient, every 
established usage, however long they may have 
existed, and however much they may have been 
revered. The French will not accept, under the 
name of liberty, any model of GK)vemment but 
that which is conformable to their own opinions 
and their own ideas, and all men must learn from 
the mouth of their cannon the propagation of 
their system in every part of the world." 

ParHament, in spite of the opposition of Mr. 
Fox^ Mr. Sheridan, and others, granted the requi- 
site supplies, and twelve regiments of infantry 
were immediately added to th^ esteblishment. 
They were numbered respectively the 78th and 
79th Highlanders, the 80th, 81st, 82Qd, 83rd, 
84th, 85th, 86th, 87th, 88th, and 89th. His 
Majesty George IIL having expressed to several 
loyal Scottish noblemen a desire to see some 
Scottish regiments raised, his desire was imme- 
diately complied with ; and the result was that the 
dOth Regiment was raised in Perthshire, while the 
Duke of Argyll formed the 91st from among his 
own clan in Argyllshire. The latter corps con- 
sisted of no fewer than 1,100 officers and men. It 
was passed into the line in 1794 as the 9dth 
regiment. In 1795 it was inspected by General 
Lord Adam Gordon, who was greatly pleased with 
the appearance of the corps. It did not, however, 
receive the number (91st) which it now bears for 
three years later, when certain reductions in the 
military strength were made. The companies of 
other regiments on home service were increased in 
strength, and corresponding additions were made 
to the Boyal Artillery. 

The first measure of the Ministry after ito mili- 
tary means had been enlarged was to promote the 
Duke of York to the rank of Lieutenant-General, 
and send him to Holland with the Brigade of 
Guards and several other Begiments. to defend the 
frontier against the French, Republican General, 
Dameuriez. A large army composed of Austriana 
and other German troops was on foot, under the 
chief command of the Prince of Coburg, to whom 
the Duke of York and the English contingent 
were auxiliary. The Duke landed with his troops 
at Helvoetsluys. In the me^while the success 
of the Austrians had removed the war from the 
frontier of Holland to the confines of French 
Flanders. The French were in possession of Valen- 
ciennes. The first object of the Allied Army was 
to lay siege to that rather strongly-fortified town^- 
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one of the old scenes of Vaaban's sacoessfol ex- 
periments—and for this parpose a column under 
the command of General the Duke of York (for 
His Boyal Highness had reached the superior 
grade) was moved forward. The column was stopped 
by the Bepublicans at Famars. To get close to 
them a river had to be crossed, and sundiy bat- 
teries captured. To Major-General Balph Aber- 
cromby this duty was assigned, and it afforded him 
the earliest opportunity he had had of exhibiting 
the good generakhip and cool courage which 
acquired for him the affection of the soldiery and 
the admiration of the King. With the 14th, 
d7th, and d3rd Begiments, and a battalion of 
Grenadiers and Light Infantry, he crossed the river 
and stormed the batteries, taking seven pieces 
of cannon and 200 prisoners. In this affair, 
the 14th Foot, consisting principally of young 
soldiers, rushed with characteristic impetuosity 
up the heights to attack the enemy. Disordered 
by their haste, they would infallibly have been 
destroyed, had not Lieutenant- Oolonel Doyle gal- 
loped to the front, halted the men, and re-formed 
the ranks. He then made the band play ^ tVa, 
and under its inspiriting influence the young 
Begiment resumed the attack in order and over- 
came the enemy. The result > was the investment 
of Valenciennes. A brief cannonade breached the 
horn work in front of the enceinte* To storm the 
work, lieutenant-Oolonel Doyle called for 100 
Tolanteers. The action of " recovering arms " 
was the signal of the volunteers. Every man in 
the corps came to " the recover " — ^the Lieutenant- 
Colonel was therefore obliged to be content with 
the first 10 men in each company. Boys as 
they were, they did not fear to number them- 
selves with the enfams perd/us, 

Betreating from Valenciennes, the Bepublicans 
shut themselves up in Dunkirk. The Govern- 
ment attached much importance to the possession 
of the town, and the Prince of Goburg received 
instructions to capture it, if possible. Dunkirk 
had been in the occupation of the Dutch until 
expelled by the French. Had the entire force 
of the Allies been concentrated upon this object, 
in all probability it would have succeeded ; but 
the Prince of Goburg committed the grand mili- 
tary fault of separating his Army, under the 
impression that a portion of the force would suf- 
fice for the siege and its sequel, the occupation of 
Dunkirk. To the Duke of York was committed 
the duty of assailing the town. lincelles, a 
small but strong fortress, lay on the road to Dun- 
kirk. The French had driven out the Dutch 
from Lincelles. General Lake, with a weak 
brigade of the Guards, numbering only 1,200 
men, was ordered to assist the Dutch in regaining 
possession of the place. By one of the accidents 
common to wars in which Allies do not act in 



perfect concert, the Dutch had retreated by a dif- 
ferent road from that along which the Guards 
were advancing. Nothing daunted by this conire' 
temps, and confident in his soldiery. General Lake 
came to the resolution to attack a redoubt of 
pnnsual size and strength situated on the high 
ground in front of Lincelles. The woods in tibe 
vicinity were strongly defended by the enemy, 
and their fianks covered by ditches. It was a 
desperate undertaking grandly executed. The 
column was led by the First Ghiards, which de- 
ployed with great celerity, the Ooldstreams forming 
on their left. The line then advanced amidst a 
shower of grape, and, after two volleys, made a 
furious rush, accompanied by loud huzzas, stormed 
the works, defeated twelve battalions of the French, 
and captured ten pieces of cannon which had been 
taken from the Dutch. Corporal Brown, fron» 
whose journal Colonel Mackinnon quotes an ac- 
count of the affair in his ' History of the Cold- 
stream Guards,' writes: 

<< The French, who had been accustomed to 
the cold, lifeless attacks of the Dutch, were 
amazed at the spirit and intrepidity of the British ; 
and, not much relishing the manner of our salute, 
immediately gave way, abandoning all that was 
within the place, and, in their flight, threw away 
both arms and accoutrements." 

This affair redounded so much to the honour 
of the Guards, that they were permitted to in- 
scribe " Lincelles " upon their colours. These are 
never unfurled without revealing one at least of 
the many incidents which adorn the traditions of 
this admirable corps. 

Failure was the result of the attempt of the 
Dake of York upon Dunkirk. No want of gene- 
ralship was imputable to the Duke, no deficiency of 
soldiership was attributable to his army. It was 
Fontenoy over again. The failure arose, in the 
first place, from the absence of the Dutch troops, 
who were to have covered the march of the 
English and their siege operations, but fell back 
in presence of General Houchard and a body of 
determined French Bepublicans; and, in the 
second place, from the delay of the Government 
in forwarding ordnance stores, and its omission to 
provide proper means of naval cO-operation. This 
remissness excited much indignation in the Army, 
and no small astonishment among the Allies. In 
France the defeat of the attack on Dunkirk dif- 
fused universal joy, restored confidence, somewhat 
shaken by previous reverses, and aroused through- 
out the nation a determined spirit of resistance 
to the interference and dictation of foreigners. 
With extraordinary rapidity the means of resist- 
ance were largely augmented. Military talent, no 
matter whence originating, was put prominently 
forward, and *'la gloire'* became the national 
oriflamme. 
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OHAPTEB XVII. 

The French Republicans largely Aogment their Forces — 
The Sief^ of Toulon— Napoleon Bonaparte — Progress 
of the War on the French Frontier— The 16th Light 
Dragoons — The Allies Beaton on the Margne, and at 
the Battle of Flenrns— The French ReUke Tonmay 
and Oadenarde ; Capture Tpres and other places — ^Lord 
Moira Arrives with Reinforcements — Successful Pro- 
gress of the Republican Arms— Retreat of the British 
and HanoTcrians — The Duke of York Returns to Eng- 
land — The Stadtholder leaves Holland — Ill-treatment 
of the Retreating Forces by the Dutoh— The English 
Troops Embark for England. 

XJDder the administration of the Brissotin party 
the French Bepablican Army consisted of more 
than 500,000 men. The Jacobins, who suc- 
ceeded them in authority, determined to double 
its strength by immediate levies. It was a neces- 
sary measure, for the Boyalists were up in arms 
against the Bepublicans in some of the great 
maritime and commercial cities ; and unless their 
power were put down and the Allies driven beyond 
the frontier, there was great danger of fVance 
being parcelled out among the Bourbonists, the 
Germans, the Dutch, and the Englilbh, or of the 
resuscitation of the Monarchy in the person of 
Louis XVllI. The call for more troops met with 
a very general response, and every act of spolia- 
tion of Ohurch and private property that could 
furnish the matSriel of war was unceremoniously 
resorted to. With this increase of force, the 
Bepublicans proceeded to act with redoubled 
Tigour. In the course of 1793 they compelled the 
Prince of Ooburg to repass the Sambre; they threat- 
ened Ostend, but were checked by the sudden 
arrival of General Sir Charles Qrey at the head of 
a force originally destined for the West Indies ; 
and, though defeated in several actions by the 
Duke of Brunswick, notably at Landau, they com- 
pelled the Allies to retire from Haguenau and to 
give up Weissenbourg. They even retook Toulon, 
which the inhabitants had placed under the 
protection of Admiral Lord Hood. This event, 
in itself presenting a field for the prowess of 
British troops, derives additional interest from 
the fact of its having afforded an opportunity — 
almost the first — to a young Artillery Officer 
named Napoleon Bokapabte of distinguishing 
himself in that particular arm of the service for 
which he had a peculiar predUection. Seeing how 
mighty a part he was destined to play in the re- 
lations of England and France for 20 years, and 
how stupendous a change he wrought in the 
geography of Europe and the science of war, it will 
not be out of place to allow the French historian, 
M. Thiers (as translated by Shoberl), to tell the 
story of Napoleon's deeds at Toulon : 

" The French began by closely hemming in the 
place and establishing batteries against the forts. 
General Lapoype, detached from the Army of 



Italy, was still to the east, and Dngommier, thd 
Oommander-in-Ohief, to the west, in advance of 
OUiontes. The latter was charged with the prin- 
cipal attack. The Oommittee of Public Welfare 
had caused a regular plan of attack to be drawn 
up by the Committee of Fortifications. The 
General summoned a Council of War to discuss 
the plan sent from Paris. This plan was ably 
conceived, but there was one better adapted to 
circumstsoices, and which could not fail to pro- 
duce more speedy resulte. 

" In the Council of War there was a young man 
who commanded the Artillery in the absence of 
the superior Officer of that arm. His name was 
BoNAPABTB, and he was a native of Corsica. 
Faithful to France, in which he had been edu-* 
oated, he fought in Corsica for the cause of the 
Convention against Paoll and the English. He 
had then joined the Army of Italy, and served 
before Toulon. He displayed extraordinary in- 
telligence and extreme activity, and slept by the 
side of his guns. This young Officer, on surveying 
the place, was struck with an idea, which ho 
communicated to the Council of War. Fort 
Eguillette, called Little Gibraltar, closed the road 
where the Allied Squadrons were massed. If this 
fort' were taken, the Squadrons could no longer lie 
in the road without risk of being burned ; neither 
could they evacuate it and leave behind a garrison 
of 15,000 men without communication, without 
succour, without any other prospect than that of 
being obliged, sooner or later, to lay down their 
arms. There was, therefore, every reason to presume 
that if Fort Eguillette were once in the possession 
of the Bepublicans, the Squadron and the garrison 
would evacuate Toulon. Thus the key of the place 
was Fort Eguillette, but it was almost impregnable. 
Young Bonaparte strongly suppq^ted this idea as 
best adapted to circumstances, and at length 
caused it to be adopted. 

" The French began by hemming in the place 
more closely than ever. Bonaparte, favoured by 
a few olive trees, which masked his Artillerymen, 
placed a battery very near Fort Malbosquet, one 
of the most impoi-tant of those surrounding Tou- 
lon. One morning this battery suddenly opened 
and surprised the besieged, who did not conceive 
it possible to place guns so near to the fort. The 
English General O'Hara, who commanded the 
garrison, resolved to make a sortie for the purpose 
of destroying the battery and spiking the guns. 
On the 30th of November he sallied forth at the 
head of 6,000 men, penetrated unawares to the Be- 
publican posts, gained possession of the battery, 
and immediately began to spike the guns. For- 
tunately young Bonaparte was not far off with a 
battalion. A trench led to the battery. Bona- 
parte threw himself into it with his battalion, 
advanced without noise among the EngUshy then 
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all at once gave the order to fire, and threw tHem 
by his sadden appearance into the greatest sur- 
prise. General O'Hara, in astonishment, imagined 
it was his own soldiers who were firing in mistake 
upon one another. He then advanced towards 
the Republicans to ascertain if that was not the 
case, but was wounded in the hand, and taken in 
the trench itself by a serjeant. At the same 
moment, Dugommier, who had ordered the gSnirale 
to be beaten in the camp, brought up his soldiers 
to the attack, and pushed on between the battery 
and the city. The English, finding themselves in 
danger of being cut off, then retired, after losing 
their General, and failing to rid themselves of the 
dangerous battery." 

This spiritless sketch of a vivid scene of course 
has gained ^nothing by translation. A more lively 
account of the Toulon affair occurs in Le Baron 
de Caston's ' Biographic des premieres Ann6es de 
Napoleon Bonaparte.' 

The English account of the affair ran thus i-^ 
" The French having erected and open^xl a bat- 
tery against the fort of Malbousquet, from whence 
shot could reach the town and arsenal. General 
0*Hara prepared to destroy it and bring off the 
guns. Accordingly, on the 30th of November, 
this plan was so far executed as to obtain full 
possession of the height and battery, but the im- 
petuosity of the successful troops led them to 
pursue the fiying enemy in such an irregular and 
scattered manner that the latter, having at length 
collected in great force, obliged them to retreat 
and relinquish the advantages they had obtained. 
General O'Hara arrived at the redoubt as it was 
taken ; and, perceiving the disorder of the troops, 
was hastening to order them back when he re- 
ceived a wound which bled so much as to render 
him incapable of avoiding the enemy, by whom 
he was made prisoner." 

But our business is with the part taken generally 
by the British Army in the defence of the town. 

A line of defence occupying a circumference of 
fifteen miles necessarily requires a large body of 
troops. These being unavoidably separated by 
water to form a chain of posts naturally became 
individually weak. The well-dtreoted fire of the 
French upon the isolated works rendered them 
successively untenable, and the British troops 
were withdrawn into the town. Occupying the 
forts which these troops abandoned, the French, 
finding them excellent *' coigns of vantage," threw 
shot and shell into the town with fearful rapidity. 
Lientenant-(}eneral David Dundas, who took the 
command whofi General O'Hara,* who had come 

* This was the General O'Hara who enjoyed the ro- 
mant!ea£Fection of the celebrated Mim Berry, but to whom 
she never was married. See her ' Diary and Correspon- 
denceu' 



from Gibraltar to conduct the defence, was made 
prisoner, finding it impossible to keep possession 
of Toulon, now held a consultation with Admiral 
Lord Hood, and the evacuation of the town was 
the inevitable result. This difiBcult operation was 
performed with remarkable skill. Destroying 
several ships of war and the arsenal, that they 
might be unserviceable in the hands of the enemy, 
Lieutenant-General Dundas embarked the garrison 
and left the port with Admiral Hood. In his 
despatch to the Secretary of State reporting the 
issue of the siege the General justly eulogised the 
behaviour of the troops : — 

'* It is impossible for me," he said, " to express 
but in general terms the approbation that is due 
to the conduct and merits of the several Com- 
manding Officers, and, indeed, of every Officer in 
every rank and situation. Troops have seldom 
experienced for so long a time a service more 
harassing, distressing, and severe ; and the Officers 
and men of the Regiments and Marines have gone 
through it with that exertion, spirit, and good- 
will which peculiarly distingukh the British 
soldier.*' 

We recur to the operations in French Flanders. 
The French experienced some further checks after 
the affair at Lincelles, noticed in the last chapter, 
until the month of November, when the Duke of 
York, returned to England in company with 
General Mack, of the Austrian Army, to concert 
plans and measures for the ensuing campaign 
with the British Government. 

In April, 1794, the campaign re-opened. The 
Duke was again at his post with considerable 
reinforcements. Moving to Tournay and thence 
to the plains of Gateau, His Boyal Highness 
formed a junction with part of the Allied Army, 
under the Emperor of Austria, and on the 17th 
of April a combined attack was made on several 
of the enemy's positions at Vaux, Fremont, Marets, 
Catillon, &o., which enabled the Allies to lay 
siege to Landr^cies. The Duke of York com- 
manded the right wing of the covering Army 
during the siege. On the 24th of April a de- 
tachment of his Cavalry, consisting of the 15th 
Light Dragoons, gained a considerable advantage 
near Villiers en Gouche towards Cambray, and on 
the 26th of the same month the Duke completely 
defeated the -French near Cateau vrith great 
slaughter and the loss of thirty-five pieces of 
cannon. General Ghapuy, with a considerable 
number of Officers and men, were made prisoners 
on the occasion. Lieutenant-General Sir Wm. 
Erskine and Major-General Abercromby received 
the thanks of the Duke for the affair at Cateau. 
The 1st (King's) Dragoon Guards performed so 
distinguished a part in the action that 500Z. was 
paid to the Begiment by the Duke's orders, and 
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all the Regiments received compensation for the 
guns, colours, trumpets, and horses taken by them. 
The efEact of the extraordinary attack of the 15 th 
Light Dragoons on a large body of the enemy at 
Villiers en Oouche was to cover the right wing of 
the besieging Army at Landr^ies, and to re'Csta- 
blish a communication with the Hessians which 
had been temporarily interrupted. The Austrian 
Generals were prodigal of their laudations of the 
15th, who had saved the Emperor of Austria from 
being made prisoner ; and the Duke of York, in 
his General Order praising the corps, said that 
they ''charged the enemy with the greatest 
success, and finding a line of Infantry to the rear 
of the Cavalry, they continued the charge without 
hesitation, and broke it likewise ; and had they 
been properly supported the entire destruction of 
the enemy must have been the consequence." 

The Duke, by forced marches, reached Toumay 
on the 10t(h of May, where he was attacked by 
the French, who were compelled to retire across 
the Margne with considerable loss. 

And now came reverses. Fickle fortune had 
smiled so far upon the Allies. She deemed it 
time to bestow her favours upon the French. 
Assembling an immense Army, Pichegru, the 
General-in-Chief, took up a good position on the 
Margne. The Allies resolved to force a passage 
across the river. Two Divisions managed to ac- 
complish this difiScult task, but they could do 
nothing more from excessive fatigue. A third 
found the French so well posted that retreat was 
advisable. The other two, under the Duke of 
York and General Otto, made good their ground 
in spite of the entrenchments of the French and 
the formidable resistance they offered. This 
success was due to the judicious conduct of 
General Abercromby, and the valour of the Corps 
under his orders. On the 18th of May, the Duke 
of York having detached a portion of his Army 
to make a diversion in favour of the Divisions 
most severely pressed by the enemy, was himself 
attacked by a very superior force. He was sur- 
rounded on every side. No relief could be 
afforded him, for the rest of the Army was en- 
gaged by the French Bepublicans. After the 
most intrepid resistance. His Royal Highness was 
compelled to give way in confusion, and had the 
greatest difficulty in reaching General Otto's 
Division,* Only by the most strenuous exertions 
on the part of Generals Abercromby and Fox, 
could the troops be sufficiently restored to order, 



* A memoir of the Dake of York, published in Glas- 
gow, states that His Royal Highness on his retreat was 
overtaken by some of the enemy at Roubonx, and obliged 
to throw himself off his horse and wade through the river 
under fire from a 6 pounder. Meeting with a led horse 
of Captain Murray^s, he mounted, and got safely to 
Toumay. 



to save them from destruction and enable them 
to make good their retreat. The 14th, 37thy 
and 53rd fought their way through fields, hedges, 
and ditches, severely pressed by the Bepublicans* 
The 7th, 15th, and 16th Dragoons covered the 
flanks, protected the rear, and perpetually con- 
fronted and drove back the enemy. It was no 
uncommon thing to see one of the Dragoons 
attack three of the French, and rescue the 
prisoners they were canrying off. 

The Allies resumed their position at Toumay 
after the disaster, but were not permitted to hold 
their ground unmolested. The French Generals 
followed up their success by another attack in 
great strength. General Fox drove them back 
with very heavy loss, and had not the French 
flanks been so well protected by thick woods and 
other objects impenetrable to Cavalry, the British 
Dragoons Would have decided the whole fate of 
the campaign in favour of the Allies. Just at 
this crisis the Emperor of Austria, accompanied 
by General Mack, returned to Vienna from the 
Netherlands. This had a seriously dispiriting 
effect on the German troops. Nevertheless, the 
Allies continued to affront the French. General 
Eannitz defeated them at Bouveray, General 
Beauliea overthrew a considerable force near 
Gharleroi ; but nothing could quench the indomit- 
able thirst of the Bepublicans for gloxy. Their 
very political existence, indeed, hung upon their 
success, and they were in a position to endure 
small reverses without abandoning their cherished 
project of driving the Allies across the frontier. 
General Jourdain, their ^mediate chief, laid 
determined siege to Charleroi. Its capture would 
precipitate the fall of Brussels. The Allies re- 
solved to raise the siege, and accordingly gave 
battle to the French at Fleurus. It was a severely 
contested engagement, lasting thirteen hours. 
Thrice in that time had the French line been 
broken, thrice were they on the point of relin- 
quishing the contest. From early morning, on 
the 26th of June, until six o'clock in the even- 
ing, had the battle raged, and now came reinforce- 
ments to the perseverant Jourdain. Composed in 
part of Artillery, they turned the scale in his 
favour. Depressed and exhausted by their fruit- 
less efforts, and seeing their enemy strengthened, 
the Allies hastily withdrew from the field, after 
sustaining a loss of nearly 10,000 men. On the 
eve of the battle, unknown to the Allies, the 
French had gained possession of Charleroi. This 
event, and the subsequent reduction of Ypres by 
General Moreau, obliged the Duke of York to 
leave Toumay and move towards Oudenarde. 
That city had been invested by the French, and 
its relief was of great moment. No sooner was 
his back turned than Toumay surrendered to the 
French, and the Duke was thus obliged to qmt 
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Ondonarde and betake himself to Antwerp. Here 
he was joined by a Force of 1 0,000 men from 
England, nnder the command of the Earl of Moira 
(late Lord Bawdon), who had recently arrired. 

It is as nnnecessary as it would be impossible 
within reasonable limits to follow the French in 
their triomphant career. Every town which they 
attacked they sacceeded in taking. They recovered 
all the places they had prenoasly lost. The 
Datch frontier being threatened by the andaoioos 
host, the Doke of York took np a position be- 
tween Breda and Bois le Dae on the l^ks of the 
Domnel, expecting earnest co-operation from the 
troops of the Seven Provinces. The Stadtholder 
had become much alarmed for the integrity of the 
Provinces, and made earnest appeals to the people 
to uphold him and his allies in their endeavours to 
stem the tide of French Republican conquest. 
The old democrats were deaf to his entreaties. He 
had approximated his own position, by marriage 
and other alliances, to that of royal houses on the 
Continent, and it was alleged that he suffered (}reat 
Britain and Prussia to exercise a large influence 
in his councils. His republican countrymen were 
consequently lukewarm in their zeal for the de- 
fence of the frontier, and left the work mainly to 
the English, whom they detested. They were, 
in truth, inoculated with the politics of the 
French, and rather desired their presence and 
their institutions. English co-operation in the 
field was an obstacle to this desire. 

Assailing the Duke of York in his new position, 
Pichegru pushed His Boyal Highness further back 
to Grave, whence he subsequently marched to a 
more advantageous situation on the Waal.* This 
position being rendered untenable His Boyal 
Highness occupied Nimeguen. Pichegru followed 



* The following remarks on the tactics, manners, and 
person of General Pichegm, are extracted and translated 
from a work entitled ' Histoire Ohronologique des Opera- 
tions do l'Arm6e dn Nord, et de celle de Sambre et Mease, 
par le Gitoyen David, T^moin da plupart de lenrs 
Exploits.' "The tactics of General Pichegm are of a 
natnre altogether new and original. His system consists 
wholly in pursuing the enemy without intermission ; in 
courting opportunities of engagements; in keeping his 
whole Force together, without dividing it for the purpose 
\>f carrying on sieges ; to reduce only such as are neces- 
flarv, in order to secure proper positions, without seeming 
to^ at all concerned about the reduction of such strong 
places as he had left behind him. This system of Military 
tactics was the only one that was suitable to our situation, 
and, farther, it was the only system that suited the 
character of the French. It is not to be doubted that our 
troops were full of courage and bravery ; but the greater 
part of them was newly levied, and not sufficiently trained 
in sieges for the purpose of undertaking a siege of any 
difficulty. Farther still, the French soldier is too ardent 
and impatient to go through with a chain of operations 
that require perseverance. In the field he darts forth as 
an eagle, and fights like a lion. Bat a long and arduous 
liege repels, and ofttimes even discooragesMm. In order 



him up with an enormous force of 80,000 men, 
fresh and well equipped, and laid siege to Nime- 
guen. Needless to say that an obstinate defence 
was made. A sally under General Du Bourg 
greatly disturbed the enemy. The Cavalry dis- 
mounted and took part in the sally with so eager 
a spirit'that General Walmoden remarked to the 
15th Light Dragoons, " Tou seem, gentlemen, to 
go to t^e work with as much pleasure as if it 
were an EngUsh fox-chase." Finally, the French 
proved to be too strong for the besieged. The 
town was evacuated and the Duke of Tork again 
retired. Maestricht fell next. More than once 
the weakened columns of the Duke came into 
collision successfully with their formidable oppo- 
nents, and again His Boyal Highness took post on . 
the Waal. 

Winter now set in with unusual severity. The 
condition of the remnant of the British Oontin- 
gent was pitiable. The hospitals were crowded 
with wounded and sick men, who received but 
little attention from the Medical OfiSoers and less 
from the Commissariat and the people. Few of 
the sufferers emerged alive from the horrible dens ' 
into which they were thrust. Damp straw formed 
the beds of the poor fellows, and a very scanty cover- 
ing was all that was vouchsafed their aching limbs. 
The French merely awaited until the river was 
sufificiently frozen to bear the weight of cannon, 
tumbrils, and ammunition waggons, and then they 
crossed the river — only to recrosS it with the 
resolute band of inlB'tdaires at their heels. 

The Duke of York, worn out by his efforts and 
seeing the inutility of his further presence, re- 
linquished the command of the shattered Army to 
General Harcourt, and returned to England at the 
close of the fearful winter of 1794. 

No longer disguising their sentiments, or delaying 



to have a Military hody of men perfect and invincible, it 
would be necessary to carry on sieges with Swiss troops, 
and to have French Armies of observation. But while a 
General has only Frenchmen under his command, he 
ought not to let them grow restive by remaining long in 
one place, but to keep them always in breath, and always 
within view of the enemy. If Pichegru had obeyed the 
orders of the Oommittee of Public Safety, if he had known 
the character of the French, and adopted an unusual 
system of tactics, he would have sacrificed fifty thousand 
men at least before our towns of Hainault. Perhaps he 
might have been beaten* And even, in case of success 
and victory, he most assuredly would not have been able 
to push his conquests even to the Northern Sea and the 
confines of Westphalia. The King of Prussia was the 
only sovereign among the coalesced powers who set the 
plans of Pichegm at defisnce, and the only one that did 
him justice. About the beginning of the campaign that 
Monarch wrote a letter (published in a Belgic newspaper) 
to the following effect : — "It is impossible to save your 
territories from invasion. The French have Armies always 
springing up one after another. Be not deceived ; their 
Generals pursue a wise system of tactics which disoonoerta 
ours, and gets the better of them." 
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the execution of a project to which their inclina- 
tion, no less than their fears, led them, the Datch 
now declared their adhesion to the French Be- 
public. The Stadtbolder and his son, the Prince 
of Orange, left Holland immediately. The posi- 
tion of the English Force became perilous in the 
extreme. On the 4th of January, 1795, the 
French renewed their attempt to cross the Waal. 
General Dundas had resisted them upon the first 
occasion with 8,000 men. That number was not 
now available. The hospitals had received larger 
accessions, provisions ran short, ammunition was 
nearly exhausted ; nothing but an expeditious 
retreat could possibly save the wretched remnant 
of the Army, which for nearly two years had stood 
its ground heroically in spite of the defection of 
friends, bad management on the part of Prince 
Gobnrg, inferior numbers, and the rigorous assaults 
of an ardent foe. The guns were spiked, super- 
fluous baggage was destroyed, and on the 6th 
of January commenced a retreat which for 
the terrible hardships endured by the British, 
and the unflinching courage they manifested 
throughout, had never been equalled.* The 
details are perfectly sickening. Attacked on all 
sides by 75,000 victorious troops, led by a General 
who combined political and national enthusiasm 
with Military talents and experience, cruelly neg- 
lected by the people they had served and through 
whose villages they were forced, encountered by 
blasts of the keen winds which drove the snow 
and sand into their cheeks and eyes, with all 
their wounded and sick comrades in open waggons 
dying from frost, privation, exposure, and neglect, 
the hardy little band still pushed on under the 
guidance and protection of the noble Balph 
Abercromby, and managed to reach Deventer with 
all their artillery, ammunition, and Military stores, 
whence they made their way as best they could 
to Bremen. Here the British for the first time 
experienced kind treatment, and by the 14 th of 
April were in a conditio!) to embark for England. 
They had been almost decimated by their toils 
and the severity of the season. As many as two 
hundred in each Begiment were victimised by 
exposure, want of attention, and the harassing 
pursuers. Men and Nature combined to extin- 
guish them. The Highlanders, of hardy northern 
origin, were alone enabled to bear up under the 
inclement skies of Holland ; they lost but twenty- 
five men. 

If other testimony than that of the chroni- 
clers of the period were desired to establish the 
claims of our troops in Holland during the winter 
of 1794-5 to admiration and« respect, we shall 



^ It Bubeeqaently found parallelH in Napoleon's retreat 
from Moscow, and the retirement of the British and 
NatiTe Army from AffghaniHtan. 



find it in the records of the French. Men and 
Officers were stricken with surprise that so miser- 
able a fragment of soldiers should display such 
invincible courage and such admirable discipline. 
The judgment, constancy, and ability of Lord 
Gathcart, who commanded one Division ; and of 
General Abercromby, at the head of the rest, 
were beyond all praise. Begiments vied with each 
other in a contest for the honour of endurance. 
The Guards, the 27th, 28th, 33rd, 42nd, 44th, 
and 78th were conspicuous for their steadiness. 
Lord Gathcart said of the 27th and 28th, that 
whenever danger was to be apprehended and diffi- 
culties encountered, these Oorps were sure to be 
called upon. Lord Anglesea, in presenting colours 
to the 28th some forty years later, did not forget 
to relate the incidents, honourable to their bravery 
and perseverance, of which he had been a fre- 
quent eye-witness. " Whatever were its difficul- 
ties, however it was harassed or distressed, the 
28 th always turned out stronger than any other 
Gorps. Hospitals were their aversion. Their 
home was their Battalion, and they were never 
happy away from it. It was commonly said by 
Gommanding Officers that you might as well kill 
a man in the field as send him to a general hos- 
pital ; he was at least lost to the Battalion for the 
campaign. Not so with the 28th. These poor 
ragged fellows (for they had lost their clothing), 
whatever had been their casualties, were always 
crawling back to their home — their Battalions. 
You saw them in small groups deserting, as it 
were, from the hospital, helping each other along, 
half -naked, indeed, but always bringing with them 
their arms, and in high order. Their locks were 
clean, their bayonets sharp." The 33rd Begiment 
was singularly steady. Its Lieutenant-Golonel 
gave earnest in the discipline he preserved, and the 
courageous attitude his Gorps maintained when 
covering the Guards as they retired after a night 
attack on Bextel, of that fitness for command 
which afterwards made his name immortal. 

That name was Abthttb Wbllbslet. 

He was under fire for the first time at Bextel, 
and set an example of coolness to his Begiment 
in meeting and 'repulsing the Gavalry of the 
enemy. 

The debris of the Army embarked for Engla^ 
on the 14th of April. 

One universal feeling of exultation possessed 
the French people on the departure of the English 
from Holland. They had fairly earned those 
triumphs by the cheerfulness with which they 
made sacrifices to provide the Army with the 
appliances of war. And the troops reciprocated 
their generous devotion. In seventeen months 
they had gained, under the admirable leadership 
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of Pichegni and Jourdain, no fewer tlian twenty- 
Beven battles, and had, moreover, been successfal 
in one hundred and twenty actions of lesser note. 
They had, by the rapidity of their moyements 
and the energy of their attacks, infused new 
elements into the difficult science of war, and, by 
the exercise of an ingenuity of which, among 
dvilised nations, they had almost a monopoly, 
they were able to employ resources unknown to 
other Armies which gave them signal advantages. 
At Fleurus and at Liege they made themselves 
acquainted with the intended movements of the 
Allies by sending experienced Engineer Officers 
aloft in balloons, whence they effected reconnais- 
sances in perfect safety and transmitted messages 
to earth. This feat was accomplished by^attach- 
ing notes inscribed with vari-coloured cyphers to 
rods of the form of arrows, loaded and pointed at 
one end, to ensure their fidling vertically within 
their own lines, and sticking in the ground. A 
small piece of coloured silk attached to the other 
end like a iElag made them visible as they fell. To 
this clever device succeeded a system of telegraphs 
—then quite new to the European world. Up- 
right posts with transverse beams, each capable of 
assuming sixteen forms, supplied the first tele- 
graphic alphabet. Such primitive arrangements 
may excite a smile in an age when the magnet and 
electricity have placed the whole world in momen- 
tary communication ; but at the close of the last 
century they were mighty advantages, because 
they were new and exclusive. 

After Sir Charles Ghrey's brief stay at Ostend, 
he made the best of his way to the West Indies, 
in order to carry out the instructions he had 
received to reduce the French possessions in that 
quarter. Previous to his arrival, Major-General 
Cuyler, assisted by a Naval Force, had taken 
Tobago. This was in 1793. St Pierre and 
Miquelon surrendered to Brigadier - General 
Ogilvie. With the 13th Foot, the flank com- 
panics of the 49th, and a detachment of Artil- 
lery, Major-General Williams had obtained posses- 
sion of St Domingo. 

Invited by the Royalists in the island of Mar- 
tinico, Major-General Bruce had landed with a 
small body of Infantry and Artillery. The Re- 
publicans offered a smart opposition, and their ^ 
resistance was facilitated by a fatal blunder on 
the part of the Royalists, who fired on each other. 
This produced a confusion which compelled Major- 
General Bruce to relinquish further proceedings 
until the arrival of Sir Charles Grey. In com- 
pany with Sir John Jervis, who commanded the 
Fleet, General Grey renewed the attack on Marti- 
nico (Martinique). Fort Royal being taken by 
Colonel Symes, was thenceforward called Fort 
Edward, in compliment to His Royal Highness 
Prince Edward, afterwards Duke of Kent, who 



was present on the occasion. It is needless to tell 
the reader that this Prince was destined to give 
England a Queen whose unceasing interest in the 
welfare of the soldier is worthy of a soldier's 
daughter. The capture of Fort Royal was followed 
by that of Fort Bourbon, commanded by Rocham- 
beau, who surrendered with 900 men. " Fortune 
da la guerre ! " Rochambeau, twelve years pre- 
viously in America, had helped Washington to 
force Oomwallis to a capitulation. In the pre- 
liminary terms of the capitulation Rochambeau 
had stipulated that the 37th Regiment, forming 
Turenne's Corps, should retain their colours and 
their arms. This was refused as contrary to all 
customs of war. Sir Charles Grey, in the report 
of his conquest, spake of his obligations to Lieu- 
tenant-General Prescott, Colonel Dumford, of the 
Engineers, Lieutenant - Colonels Paterson and 
Sowerby, and Major Morley, of the Artillery, 
Lieutenant>Colonels Clare and Buckeridge, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Coote. The 1st and 3rd Regi- 
ments were conspicuc^us in the operations. 

Equally with the West Indies the East was the 
scene of renewed hostilities between the English 
and the French in 1793-4. Pondicherry and all 
the possessions on the Malabar coast, on which 
the latter had prided themselves, passed from their 
hands. The flag planted by the ambitious Dupleix, 
and borne bravely by Lally, ceased to flutter on 
the shores of India. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

The Duke of York at the Head of the Army^-New Regu- 
latioDB for Field Ezeroises — ^Rewards and Honours— 
General Abercromby Knighted ^Changes in CoBtame— 
Hair-dressing in the Army^The Pay of Privates— 
Expeditions Abroad — ^The Capture of the Cape of Qood 
Hope and Ceylon — Loss and subsequent Keoapture of 
Islands in the West Indies— Colonel Cawthorne ex- 
pelled the House of Commons— The French in Bantry 
Bay — The Light Dragoons. 

One of the first acts of the King and the 
Ministry on the return of the Duke of York to 
England was to appoint him a Field-Marshal 
Commanding-in-Chief the British Forces. Abuses 
and inefficiency had naturally resulted from a 
system under which no responsible head could 
be said to have existed. Exposed to the 
fluctuations of ministerial and official life, its de- 
tails managed by an Adjutant-General who was 
the mere creature of the Secretary of State for 
the time being, with little professional experience 
and lacking moral courage te point out defectSj^ 
the Army was suffered to drift gradually into disn 
order and decay. Its partial successes abroad 
were due more to its inherent national qualities of 
intrepidity and fortitude than to any remarkable 
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skill on the part of its Commanders. Opposed to 
superior numbers, it seldom could make head 
against an enemy, for it was generally badly 
equipped and encumbered with superfluous and 
bulky materiel ; and the Officers by whom it was 
led knew little or nothing of the advantages of 
jpositUm, which often render an inferior Force 
more than a match for masses of opponents. 
Down to 1792 every Regiment had its own par- 
ticular set of movements ; its own peculiar 
cadence in marching. That uniformity of action, 
without which modem Armies cannot be effectively 
handled in the field, was unknown, and a foolish 
competition arose for the honour of introdacing 
plans and movements which, at least, had the 
merit of oddity, but assuredly were not based 
upon recognised principles of harmony of opera- 
tion. To remedy this pitiable state of things, the 
King commanded the establishment of a " Code 
of Regulations for the Formation and Field Exer- 
cises of the Forces," the necessity for which was 
expressed in the following preface : 

'* The great object in view from these regula- 
tions is to establish one general and just system of 
movement which, directing and governing the 
operations of great as well as of small bodies of 
troops, is to be rigidly conformed to and practised 
by eveiy Regiment in His Majesty's Service. The 
important purposes of this system are to reconcile 
celerity with order ; to prevent hurry, which 
must always produce confusion, loss of time, un- 
steadiness, irresolution, inattention to command, 
&c. ; to ensure precision and correctness, by which 
alone great bodies will be able to arrive at their 
bbject in good order, and in the shortest space of 
time ; to inculcate and enforce the indispensable 
necessity of Military dependence, and of mutual 
effort and support in action, which are the great 
ends of discipline ; to sin^Ufy the execution, and 
to abridge the variety, of movements as much as 
possible, by adopting such only as are necessary 
for combined exertions in Oorps, and that can be 
required or applied in service, regarding all mat- 
ters of parade and show merely as secondary 
objects ; to apportion to all ranks the part each 
will have to act in every change of situation that 
can happen, so that explanation may not retard at 
a moment when execution should take place ; to 
enable the Commanding Officer of any body of 
troops, whether great or small, to retain the 
whole relatively, as it were, in his hand and 
management at every instant, so as to be capable 
of restraining at all times the bad effects of such 
ideas of independent and individual exertion as 
are visionary and hurtful, and of directing them- 
to their true and proper objects — ^those of order, 
of combined effort, and of regulated obedience, 
by the united force of all which a well-disciplined 
enemy can only be defeated. To attain these 



essential ends no extraordinary alterations will be 
required, nor anything farther enjoined than a 
strict observance of the rules hereafter laid down, 
and a dereliction of such practices as would 
counteract them. These rules will be found few, 
simple, and adapted to the understanding and 
comprehension of every indiridual, but they will 
require perfect attention in all ranks — ^in the sol- 
dier an equal and cadenced march, acquired and 
confirmed by habit, independent of music or 
sound ; in the Officer, precision and energy of 
command, the preservation of just distances, and 
the accurate leading of Divisions on given points 
of march and formation. These circumstances, 
together with the united exertions of all, will 
soon attain that precision of movement which is 
so essential, and without which valour alone will 
not prevail." 

The absence of a large proportion of the Quards 
and the Line from within a few months of the 
issue of the Regulations, down to the commence- 
ment of 1795, prevented their being carried out 
to any useful extent. Taught by experience, the 
Duke of York saw the necessity for giving them 
immediate effect ; and with a zeal which afforded 
satisfactory warranty that a judicious selection 
had been made in placing His Royal Highness at 
the head of the Forces, he applied himself to the 
Herculean task of remedying abuses, and im- 
proving every branch and department of the Mili- 
tary Service. He was zealously seconded by 
General Sir David Dundas. 

Returning in the spring of the year, the Infan- 
txy were at once recruited and sent to drilL The 
Cavalry did not return from Holland until the 
autumn. 

Very little time was lost by the King in marking 
his sense of the services which had been un- 
grudgingly rendered by the Army on the Continent, 
during the unequal struggle with the enterprising* 
cohorts of Republican France. General Ralph 
Abercromby received th^ Order of the Bath at 
the hands of the King himself. Majesty never 
performed the accolade for braver knight. And 
to this graceful recognition of Sir R^alph's Mili« 
tary genius, displayed under circumstsfbces of very 
great difficulty. His Majesty added the Colonelcy 
of the 7th Dragoon Guards, and the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of the Isle of Wight. Lieutenant- 
General Harcourt was appointed Governor of Hull. 
An immense Brevet raised many Colonels to the 
rank of Major-General, and numerous Lieutenant- 
Colonels to Colonelcies. Fifteen to twenty Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels were appointed Aides-de-Camp to 
the King. A great number of Captains obtained 
Field rank by Brevet. Eight Officers of the 15th 
Light Dragoons were permitted to wear Crosses of 
the Order of Maria Theresa, especially conferred 
upon them by the Emperor of Austria for saving 
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bis person at Villiers en Oouclie. The 12th Dra- 
goons were allowed to accept gold medals from 
the Pope as a mark of his respect for their steady 
oonduct at Givita Vecchia, after the capture of 
Corsica, and the 8th King's Bojal Irish Light 
Dragoons were allowed to resame huff accoutre-' 
ments as a particular mark of Boyal favour. Be- 
yle ws were frequently held, at which George the 
Third himself was present. The Duke of York 
received numerous Officers at levies, and with a 
frank honhommie which assured them that they 
were in the presence of a fellow soldier who could 
appreciate merit, and had an ear open to just 
claims to preferment, introduced habits and tones 
of thought into the commissioned ranks of the 
Army which essentially tended to the dignity and 
elevation of the Military profession. 

To add to the strength of the Army while the 
war lasted, eight Begiments of Boyalist French- 
men, each 1,500 strong, were raised, clothed in 
scarlet, and placed under French Officers. 

Sundry slight changes in the costume of the 
Army were introduced at the same time. The 
white spatterdashes were substituted by long black 
cloth gaiters, the ordinary ^* leggings " of the 
French Infantry. Common sense had not yet 
decreed that the trowser, though used in the Navy, 
and the short boot, though worn by the Officers, 
were suitable articles of dress for the soldieiy. 
The non-commissioned officers and privates were 
subjected to the trouble of buttoning up their 
gaiters when the cold was so intense they could 
scarcely use their fingers, and time was of some 
consequence in setting forth upon a march. The 
old three-cornered cocked hats were put aside 
altogether. Cylindrical hats, with the side of 
the rim turned up a little to secure a cockade 
{cocquarde) and a feather, were worn by the Begi- 
ments of the Line and the Marines, and the 
Guards were decorated with bearskin caps. The 
Officers had beaver hats of the half-moon shape, 
which acquired the appellation of cheese-cutters, 
from their resemblance to the blade of that use- 
ful article of cutlery. The same kind of hat 
covered the heads of the Naval Officers, whence 
the irreverent term, applied by the sailors, of" fore- 
and-afters." In civil life the "cheese-cutter" 
became the distinguishing mark of the courtier 
and the fop, and was for a long time subsequently 
a necessary part of the full or evening dress of a 
gentleman. Derived from the French, and carried 
nnder the arm when not placed on the head, it 
was called the chapeau hras, and sometimes the 
** opera hat." Its perfectly flat form when closed 
admitted of its being placed under a man's person 
when he sat in his box or his chair in the pit. It 
was, in fact, the parent of the Gibus. 

Powder was discontinued in 1796. Wigs quite 
went out of fashion with the French Bevolution, 



and frizzing, plastering, and powdering the hair, 
till it was uglier than the wig, had become, until 
1796, the mode. Stiff curls were worn on each 
of the temples, and a long tail behind. A great 
authority on the dress of the soldier tells us that 
<< the Officers, perhaps, could afford pomatum, but 
the privates used the end of a tallow candle to 
keep this wonderful head-dress regulation in order. 
The Army was tormented with this preposterous 
and most un warlike method of dressing the hair, 
varying from club -tails to macaroni tails and pig« 
tails." Subsequently the tails were reduced to 
seven inches in length, and in three or four years 
afterwards the whole of the tails were ordered to 
be cut off. The day after the order to dock the 
tails arrived, a counter order came. " It was too 
late," triumphantly ejaculates General Luard; 
" the tails were gone I " We may form some idea 
of the readiness with which the first order was 
obeyed, from the following exposition of the in- 
conveniences to which the soldiers had been sub- 
jected by the barbarous practice of plaiting the 
hair and constructing the queue. It is from the 
pen of one who had been in the ranks daring the 
war. 

"Of all the measures and alterations which 
existed on this stirring occasion, nothing as 
regarded our personal comforts came up to that 
of relieving our craniums from an accumulation 
of hair of several years' growth. Here was ex- 
ploded for ever that abominable system of having 
to depend upon getting a valet before you could < 
emerge from the barrack-room ; and, preceding 
every parade, * tie for tie,' and ' plait for plait,* 
was pealed forth from one end of the barrack to 
the other. Be it known that our head quarters 
were held sacred from the polluted touch of either 
Sheffield or Birmingham ware in the form of 
scissors. The hair was allowed to grow ad libitum ; 
and as it progressed in length from an incipient 
stubble, that in front was plaited and twisted into 
contact with the growth behind, and formed 
tributary streams to a quei^ ; and while the cor- 
poreal substance was in movement, this said qu&iis 
was either hanging against the spine or waving 
responsive to the passing breeze. Many a pQor 
devil who happened to be in disfavour with his 
comrades, and could not procure a ' plait and tie,' 
underwent the horrors of prospective punishment 
till some one took compassion upon him. How 
such a measure (fraught as it was with annoyance 
and inconvenience to the soldier) could have been 
thought of, much more perpetuated, as it was, 
is inconceivable. 

" The torment the soldiers were subjected to 
can scarcely be believed, pending the growth and 
transition of the scalp from the stubble to a plait* 
ing condition. Moreover, however manly in other 
respects the appearance of a recruit might be« the 
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endurance of a ragged and shock head for nearly 
twelve months confirmed him in the look of a 
raw icft at least that period. Bight well do I 
remember the first operation of the screwing and 
plaiting system exercised apon my devoted pate, 
as well as the remarks of the operator ; — ' Keep 
your eyes shut, you young blackguard, till I have 
finished, or you will not be able to close them 
after ; ' and ridiculous as the admonition may 
seem, the screwing up of the scalp to a certain 
pitch may biing such a situation within the range 
of supposition." * 

It is curious to observe how serious an influence 
all the arrangements for giving the soldier a smart 
and cleanly appearance^ at the expense of the 
absolute cleanliness of his person, had upon the 
men*s receipts in the year 1793, and for some few 
years later. The pay of the non-commissioned 
officers and privates was then upon the following 
seale: — the Serjeant-Major and Quartermaster- 
Serjeant of a Foot Begiment received one shilling 
and sixpence per diem ; the Serjeants, one shilling ; 
corporals and drummers, eightpence each ; and 
privates, sixpence per diem. Every one of these 
ranks had, besides, three halfpence per day for 
bread, and the privates were further allowed 
twelve shillings and eightpence farthing per annum 
for necessaries. The total pay and allowances of 
each private thus amounted to 12L 18s. 6d. per 
annum — a little more than half of the pay and 
allowance of the present day. His clothing, sup- 
plied by the Colonel, was one coat, one waistcoat, 
one pair of breeches, one shirt and stock, one pair 
of hose, one pair of shoes, and one hat and 
cockade. His food costing 11, 16s. 5^d. per 
annum, he had a balance of 4Z. 17s. O^d., part of 

which was thus applied : 

£ B. d. 

Two pairs of black gaiters - - 8 

A second pair of breeches • - 6 6 

AlteringclothiDgtofit • - 2 6 

One hair leather ' * 2} 

Two pairs of shoes, at 68. per pair - 12 

One pair of stockingB and two of socks 16 

Soloing and boel- piecing • - 4 

Two ehirto at 5s. 6d. each - • 11 

A foraging cap - - -Old 

A knapsack (at 6s., once in six years) 10 

Pipeclay and whiting - - 4 4 

A clothes brush (la., every two years) 6 

Three shoe brushes - - - 1 8 

Black ball • - -020 

Worsted mitts - - - 9 

A powdering bag and pnff (once every 

three years, at la. l&d.) - - 6 

Two combs per year - • - 1 

Grease and powder for the hair - 8 

Washing (^. per week) * - 17 4 

£3 18 7i 

Leaving the soldier 288., or abont 6d. per week for every- 
^ng else he might require. 

A few pages will complete the record of 1 795- 9 G. 



Either from a desire to preserve Holland to the 
Dutch Bepublic, or influenced by a sentiment of 
gratitude for the protection afforded himself and 
his son, the Prince of Orange, the Stadtholder, 
had sent out his authority to the colonists 
of the Gape of Good Hope to place the colony 
under British protection. The principles of the 
French Bevolution, which had found acc^tance 
in Holland, were not less agreeable to the great 
majority of the inhabitants of the Gape, and they, 
therefore, refused, in "the most peremptory 
terms/' the proposals made to them by Major- 
General Sir James Oraig and Admiral Sir G. Keith 
Elphin stone, to place the settlement under the 
protection of Great Britain. As the high road to 
India the Gape of Good Hope was even of more 
importance to England than to Holland. Once in the 
hands of an enemy it might be made a basis for the 
interruption of our commerce with the East Indies. 
Sir James Graig had only a portion of the 78th 
Begiment (Highlanders) under his command ; but 
with these, the Marines of the Squadron, and 
352 rank and file of the St Helena Begiment, 
which Governor Brooke sent him, he was enabled 
to take up and maintain a position at Mayzenberg 
(Simon's Bay) against the attack of a very 
superior Force, until the arrival of Major-General 
Alured Glarke with a considerable armaments 
On the 14th September, 1795, General Glarke 
marched from Mayzenberg with his Force, consist- 
ing of the 78th, 84th, 95th, and 98th Begiments, 
and a light company of seamen, while a part of 
the Fleet went round to Table Bay. They found 
the Dut^h in force at Wynberg, with nine pieces 
of Artillery. After a very short action the enemy 
retired, and on the following morning sent in pro- 
posals for the surrender of the settlement of Gape 
Town and its castle. The proposals were accepted, 
and one thousand men laid down their arms. 
With the exception of a few men and Officers 
wounded at Wynberg it was a bloodless and f orta- 
nate conquest. 

The surrender of the Gape of Good Hope was 
followed by several captures of the Dutch posses- 
sions in the East Indies. On the 18th of Septem- 
ber Fort Batticaloe surrendered to Major Eraser, 
of the 72ud ;- on the 27th Major-General Stuart 
sailed from Trincomalee, and took possession of 
Jaffnapatam ; the 52nd Begiment captured Mol- 
letivoe ; Malacca and Ghinsurah were given up by 
the Dutch at about the same time. Colombo fell 
in February, 1796. 

Anxious to assist the Boyalist cause in every 
possible way, the British Government consented 
to send a small body of troops, under Major- 
General Needbam, to help the Vendeans in their 
struggles. The Gount d'Artois, the brother of 
Louis XVni., went on this little and fniitless ex- 
pedition, and landed with the 12th Begiment of 
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Bntisli Infantry on tlie Isle de Dlea. The troops 
took possession of the island, and Major-General 
Needham put it into a posture of defence, bat it 
was not deemed worth holding, and the troops 
were soon withdrawn. Some previoas attempts 
to assist the Ghouans against the Bepablicans by 
sea and land were nnsuccessful. 

The Forces under Sir G. Grey and his nayal 
colleague had proved inadequate to the heavy 
task of retaining the West India islands taken 
from the French. A fierce Republican who had 
come from Paris with authority to proclaim free- 
dom to the negroes, armed some thousands and 
recaptured Guadaloupe, St Lucia, and other places. 
A considerable reinforcement was therefore ordered, 
and General Sir Balph Abercomby was appointed 
to its command, with an effective Staff. Before 
it could get out to sea a storm of a very severe 
character scattered many of the ships. Some of 
them made their way to the West Indies, and 
arrived in sufficient time to be of service. Gene- 
ral the Hon. Sir John Vaughan was Gommander- 
in-Ghief, and with the 9th, 61st, and 68th Regi- 
ments had met the enemy at St Lucia, but was 
compelled to cause the island to be evacuated in 
June, 1795, by Brigadier-General Stewart. He 
had, however, been successful at Dominique, and 
put down a rebellion that had broken out under 
French auspices in Grenada. Later in the year, 
Major-General Irving with the 40th, 54th, and 
59th, succeeded in getting possession of the 
important post of Vigie, on the island of St 
Vincent. The enemy drove out the English in 
January, 1796. The Maroons — a black people 
who occupied the high lands in Jamaica, having 
been offended at the alleged violation of a com- 
pact with them in the prosecution of one of their 
number, took up arms and waged a destructive 
warfare with the British settlers and their slaves. 
In more than twenty actions they had defied the 
Regulars and the Militia. - They inflicted the 
most cruel tortures on their prisoners — they 
descended at night from their fastnes.ses in the 
woody eminences and committed dreadful ravages 
on the wives and families of the settlers — blood- 
hounds had been employed at the instance of the 
Jamaica Assembly to track them out, but this 
form of warfare was properly denounced by the 
people of England in the name of humanity, and 
it is satisfactory to know that the Army Officers 
lent no countenance to so barbarous a proceeding. 
Through the activity of JMajor-General Walpole, 
who had the 16th and 20th Regiments under his 
command, the Maroons were reduced to submis- 
sion in May, 1796. In the same month, Brigadier- 
General OUver Nicolls achieved a success at Port 
Royal, Grenada. The Republicans fought despe-' 
rately, but yielded to the valorous efforts of the 
17th Light Dragoons, the 3rd, 8th, 29th, 63rd, 



and 88th Foot, among the Officers of which 
Regiments the casualties in killed and wounded 
wero heavy. At length Sir Ralph Abercromby 
arrived in the West Indies. His first act was to 
cause Demerara and Essequibo to surrender to the 
39th, 93rd, and 99th Regiments under Major- 
General White — ^his next to establitfh a position in 
St Lucia. The natural difficulties of the country 
materially assisted the enemy in their defence of 
the island, but Sir Ralph Abercromby, warmly 
seconded by a squadron under Admiral Ghristian, 
and enjoying the advantage of having such a' 
soldier as Brigadier-General John Moore to give 
effect to his wishes, completely succeeded in sub- 
duing the French, and taking formal possession of 
St Lucia on the 31st of May. Less than a month 
afterwards Abercromby took St Vincent's, sub- 
dued Grenada, and punished the Oharibs for their 
conduct in aiding the French. 

Among the achievements of the British Army 
should be mentioned the capture of Gorsica in 
I794. The very slight defence made by the 
French and the Gorsicans in their interest, did not 
diminish the credit due to the British Regiments 
under Lieutenant-Golonel John Moore, for the 
rocky, mountainous country through which they 
had to march made the service one of some diffi - 
culty. ' Lieutenant - General Dundas described 
the conduct of all engaged as " firm and judicious.*' 

Early in 1796 an evept of a very paintul and 
unusual nature engaged public attention. Golonel 
J. F. Gawthorne, of the Westminster Middlesex 
Militia, was tried by Court-MartiaJ on charges of 
fraud. Divesting them of the ordinary techni- 
calities and repetitions, they amounted to this— 
that Golonel Gawthorne had received and applied 
to his own purposes the guineas, commonly called 
the '' marching guineas," issued to the Militia 
privates; that, in consideration of money cor- 
ruptly received by him in a scandalous, infamous 
manner, he had discharged several of the Militia- 
men of his Regiment ; that he had received 
money for others to procure substitutes for them ; 
pardoned deserters, and placed them in the ranks 
as substitutes for men who had been chosen by 
ballot ; deducted sundry guineas from the bounty 
allowed to the substitutes : compelled Militiamen 
to take articles of clothing and other articles that 
they did not need, charging them for such articles 
more than they were worth ; withheld winter 
clothing ; wilfully kept the Regiment incomplete, 
and drew sums of money issued for Regimental 
purposes, which he applied to his own use ; tnade 
false returns of the strength of the Gorps ; re* 
duced a Serjeant to the ranks for an offence of 
which he had been acquitted by a Gourt-Martial ; 
and obtained commissions for Ensigns who were 
below the age, that he might appropriate the pay 
and allowances issued for them. 
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These charges were brought by Lieutenant- 
Oolonel A. D. Kelly, of the same Regiment. 
Oawthorne was found guilty of several of the 
charges, and cashiered. 

Colonel Cawthome was at the time a Member 
of Parliament. After the finding of the Court 
had been made known. General Smith moved that 
the Articles of Charge, with the opinions and sen- 
tence of the Court, be printed for the use of the 
House, and, this being done, Mr Cawthome was 
called upon for whatever he might offer in his 
justification. He made a long speech, and urged 
that the Court-Martial had drawn erroneous in- 
ferences from the facts disclosed. He had not 
been guilty of fraud, misapplication, corruption, 
and embezzlement. He only admitted that he 
was culpable of irregularity and error of judg- 
ment. Further, that the Court had exceeded its 
powers, and taken evidence that could not be re- 
lied upon. Q-eneral Smith retorted that he had 
examined the evidence on the trial with great 
care, and was convinced of the justice of the sen- 
tence. The Colonel had persevered for some time 
in his misdeeds, and could not plead error of 
judgment. He moved, therefore, that Colonel 
Gawthorne be expelled the House of Commons. 
He (General Smith) in what he was doing was 
merely following the impulses of his own mind : 
lie did not know there was one man in the House 
who would second his motion. The great object 
lie had in view was that of keeping up the re- 
spectability of the Militia, which was so essential 
to the safety of the country. "If once the 
character of that body for honour, integrity, and 
independence should be gone, farewell to the in- 
ternal security of Great Britain. The House 
should not suffer a man to continue a Member 
who had done that of which the unfortunate 
gentleman had been proved to be guilty." Mr 
Wigl^ was of opinion that the Colonel had 
acted from an error of judgment. General Mac- 
leod and General Tarleton believed the sentence 
of the Court-Martial was a just one, but they 
were opposed to the doctrine that the House of 
Commons should accept verdicts of Military 
Courts as a sufficient reason for expulsion. Mr 
Pitt was of the same opinion, if a satisfactory 
statement were made to the House that the 
charges were not of a nature to render a Member 
unworthy of his seat. But this saving condition 
did not occur in this case. The matter was 
pressed to a division, and Colonel Cawthome was 
expelled the House by a vote of 108 Members, 
in a House numbering 120 only. 

The last incident of any moment in the year 
179G would scarcely deserve mention but that it 
demonstrated the readiness of the Army at all 
times to act in defence of the country. 

Bo frequently had the threat of invasion been 



held out to England by the French, without any 
real attempt having followed, that the public 
were not always on the qui vive* against such 
measures. Happily, however, the watchfulness 
of the English cruisers, and the activity of the 
agents of the Ministry, supplied timely informa- 
tion of the enemy's designs, and put the country 
upon its guard. Ireland was now the destined object 
of French visitation. The Bepublicans had been led 
to believe that there was a great number of 
Catholic Irish discontented with British rule, and 
prepared to support any movement that might be 
made with the view to their emancipation from 
the Saxon yoke. Under this impression, and glad 
of the chance of depriving Great Britain of the rich 
materiel and personnel of war Ireland invariably 
contributed, they equipped an immense armament 
at Brest, the purposes of which were kept tolerably 
secret. General Hoche, whose military renown 
was scarcely inferior to that of Jourdain, Pichegru, 
or Moreau, was nominated to the command, and 
a terrible blow impended over Great Britain. 
Troops were hurried into Ireland, and a Naval 
Squadron was detached to encounter the enemy. 
Not for the first time did the elements befriend 
our sea-girt isle. Delays had kept back the 
French Fleet and invading Army until the tem- 
pestuous month of December, when a storm arose 
of so heavy a character that many of the ships 
were wrecked, some prevented reaching the Irish 
coast, and one or two taken or driven ashore. 
General Hoche arrived in Bantry Bay with a 
small part of the Force, and was urged by the 
Officers under his command to effect a landing. 
The Admiral, however, contended that, bereft of 
a large number of his vessels, the position could 
not be maintained, and he insisted on retiring to 
France. 

Had the French effected a landing in Bantry 
Bay they would have experienced a warm recep- 
tion in the offensive sense. A large and efficient 
Militia, a well trained Yeomanry, supplemented 
by Infantry Begiments of the Line, and a strong 
detachment of Dragoon Guards and Light Dra- 
goons, sent specially over from England, were 
drawn up to dispute the visit of the French, and 
demonstrate to the plotters of the invasion how 
little chance they had of the realisation of their 
dark projects. 

The Lord-Lieutenant, in reviewing the conduct 
of the troops when the French Fleet arrived in 
Bantry Bay, wrote to the Duke of Portland : 

" Upon reviewing what has passed during this 
expedition of the enemy, I have the satisfaction 

^~^~ ■.^.i^^^..^^.^—^--.— «•■— ^^^^^^^^— ^^iM«»™.M^^— ^^i^iiM^^^ 

^ As this phrase, which has pnr4y a Military significa- 
tion, has crept into civil ase, it may not be out of plaoe to 
mention that it is, or was, the ordinary challenge of the 
French sentinel, and is tantamoant to the ^ Who goes 
there ? " or " Who oomea here? " of the English aentiy. 
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to reflect tHat tlie best spirit was manifested by 
His Majesty's Begular and Militia Forces ; and I 
have every reason to believe that if a landing bad 
taken place, they would have displayed the utmost 
fidelity. When the flank companies of the Antrim 
Begiment were formed, the whole Begiment 
turned out to a man, with expressions of the 
greatest eagerness to march ; and the Downshire 
Begiment to a man declared they would stand and 
fall by their Officers. At the time the Army was 
ordered to march the weather was extremely 
severe ; I therefore ordered them a prop trtion of 
spirits ujpon their route, and directed an allowance 
of fourpence a day to their wives until their re- 
turn. During their march the utmost attention 
was paid them by the inhabitants of the towns 
and villages through which they passed, so that 
in many places the meat provided by the Com- 
missariat was not consumed. The roads, which 
in parts had been rendered impassable by the 
snow, were cleared by the peasantry. The poor 
people often shared their potatoes with them, and 
dressed their meat without demanding payment, 
of which there was a very particular instance in 
the town of Banagher, where no gentleman or 
principal farmer resides to set them the example. 
At Oarlow a considerable subscription was made 
for the troops as they passed ; and at Limerick and 
Cork every exertion was used to facilitate the 
carriage of artilleiy and baggage, by premiums to 
the carmen ; and in the town of Galway, which 
for a short time was left with a very inadequate 
gairison, the zeal and ardour of the inhabitants 
and Yeomanry was peculiarly manifested, and in 
a manner to give me the utmost satisfaction. In 
short, the general good disposition of the people 
through the south and west was so prevalent, that, 
had the enemy landed, their hope of assistance 
from the inhabitants would have been totally dis- 
appointed." 

The Light Dragoons were particular objects of 
the Duke of York's attention on their return to 
England. Their value had been established on 
several occasions in French Flanders and the 
West Indies, and it was due to them that they 
should be rendered still more efficient for future 
warfare. Certain alterations in their equipment 
were decreed. Leather pantaloons and short boots 
were substituted for the heavy jack boot and buff 
breeches. Waistcoats were discontinued. The 
-sword belt was placed round the waist, and the 
blade of the sword was lengthened. Veterinary 
Burgeons were attached to Light and Heavy Dra- 
goons, and — shall we add this to the improve- 
ments f 'Begimental Chaplains were abolished* 



OHAPTEB XIX. 

Napoleon Bonaparte in Italy — ^War with Spain— Trinidad 
Surrenders — Failure at Porto Rico — ^The Bayonet^ 
The Gape Oorpe— The French land at Fishguard— 
Oompelled to Surrender — Troops sent to Portugal — Sir 
Ralph Aberoromby in Ireland— The Rebellion of 1798 
— The French, under General Humbert, land in Killala^ 
and are Defeated — Minorca taken from the Spaniards- 
Failure at Ostend — St Domingo Evacuated — ^The Sol- 
dier's Pity Increased — ^The Militia Allowed to Enter the 
Lin»^<^hange in the Arms of the Cayalry. 

Unremitting in their ardour, the French Bepnb- 
licans continaed their course of yictory on the 
Continent of Europe, in 1797. Sweeping over 
the Alps, they were resolved on revolutionizing 
Italy, and in prosecution of this design encoun- 
tered and overthrew the Austrians and Sardinians. 
The seeds of soldiership sown by Pichegru and 
Moreau fructified under Napoleon Bonaparte, who 
had been drawn froYn his retirement in Nice, 
whither he had repaired after the conquest of 
Toulon, to assist the Directory in restoring Paris 
to order. Appointed Qeneral-in-Chief of the 
Army of Italy, he hastened to assume the com- 
mand of some thousands of ragged and despair- 
ing Republicans, then in the neighbourhood of 
Genoa, and, with the fire of his genius, lighted 
np a new enthusiasm, which carried them trium- 
phantly through a "sea of troubles." Bare- 
footed, tattered, and hungry, they followed the 
young Corsican Artillerist into fertile plains and 
rich cities, and clothed and fed themselves with 
the spoils of success. The Austrian Chief had 
divided his forces. Pouncing first upon one Divi- 
sion and then another. Napoleon destroyed them 
in detail, and never paused until he had carried 
the flag of the Bepublic to Milan. Wherever 
there was difiSculty or danger, the General was 
present animating by his example, inspiring by 
his language. He literally apnihilated lime, 
accomplishing in a few weeks what would have 
occupied months and years under the Marshall of 
the old schooL The emigrant Boyalists not only 
did not understand, but absolutely ridiculed such 
marvellous celerity of movement. " Bak I ee 
Monsieur la iie comprendapas la guerre ! DomieZ' 
moi la guerre de sept arts — la guerre de trente ansP* 
Such men would have been in their glory at Troy, 
or with Cyrus at Babylon. They could not recon-» 
cile the modem Alexander to their notions of 
Generalship. But the soldiers loved the man who 
showed them the road to conquest and rewarded 
them with substance as well as honour. '' Ge cker 
petit eaporal!^' was the endearing epithet be- 
stowed upon him after he had rushed across the 
bridge at Lodi, crying, "Follow me 1 " * 

* The French were not alone in selecting' the epithet' 
of '* corporal," wherewith to dignify the bravery and skill 
of their Connnander. We have seen that Marlborough 
had earned a similar title nearly a oentory earlier. He 
was ^* Corporal John." 
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EDgland's weakness and misfortnne bad always 
been Spain's opportunity, and the embarrassments 
of the year 1797 formed no exception to her rale 
of hostile action. Partly for this reason, and 
partly because she feared that sooner or later her 
Gatholic frontiers would be crossed by Irre^igion 
in arms, she entered into friendly relations with 
the French Bepublic. War with England was 
formally declared. 

Acting upon the policy adopted in the case of 
Havanns^, the British Government took advan- 
tage of Sir Balph Abercromby's presence in the 
West Indies to authorise an attack upon the 
Spanish possessions, especially as they had become 
places of refuge for democratic agitators. Trinidad 
— a beautiful and fertile island, conspicuous as 
the rendezvous of the Bepublicans — was the first 
point to which Sir Balpb directed his attention. 
A formidable expedition bore down upon the 
island. The Spaniards saw the inutility of re- 
sistance, and, inmiediately setting fire to their 
Fleet, surrendered at discretion. Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby left Oolonel Picton in charge of Trinidad, 
as soon as it had fallen into his hands, and pro- 
ceeded to make an attack on Porto Bico. But 
this place was a harder nut to crack than he 
anticipated. The Spaniards raised a breastwork 
on the beach, and received the English with a 
galling fire. Springing into the water and form- 
ing up, the troops assailed the Spanish works, and 
drove oat their occupants at the point of the 
bayonet. The Spaniards fled across a bridge 
erected in the rear of their batteries. The 
English followed. A tSte^de-pinU resisted their 
progress until the enemy had reached the opposite 
shore and blew up the bridge. Sir Balph esta- 
blished batteries for the siege of the town, but 
in the night the garrison attacked him in the 
rear in great force, and he was obliged to abandon 
hi»projeQt. 

The power of the bayonet, so strikingly illus- 
trated in the assault on the breastwork, a^d in 
many of the campaigns described in the foregoing 
pages, would lead to the supposition that desperate 
hand-to-hand encounters, where the glistening 
steel is crossed in deadly conflict, were every-day 
occurrences in war. This would be erroneous. 
The instances are very rare in which two opposing 
forces of any considerable strength have stood for 
a moment at close quart-ers with that terrible in- 
strument of death. This fact, however well sub- 
stantiated, does not detract in the least from the 
value of the bayonet as a weapon, nor from the 
grandeur of a charge, but only diminishes the 
worth of those pictorial illustrations of warfare 
which are intended by artists of lively fancies to 
convey an idea of the shock of rival Foices. The 
nnmiHtary reader may inquire— if the bayonet is 
80 seldom used, in what manner does it so often 



decide the fate of battles and of nations? In 
short, where lies its merit? It lies in its 
moral effect, — ^in that almost instantaneous con^ 
viction of success or defeat which the first sight 
of the glittering steel inspires. The attacking 
party always has the advantage in this par- 
ticular, for it is reasonable to suppose that they 
know something of the number and weak points 
of the party to bo attacked, while the approach of 
a Force on the charge at double-quick, with the 
terrific yell which usually attends such a move- 
ment, gives the opposite party an exaggerated 
idea of its numerical strength. Therefore, it is 
often er than otherwise that the party attacked 
breaks and runs after firing a volley at a short 
range. But should it stand firm, the chances are 
that the attacking party would halt, and contest 
the ground with powder and ball. Thus the 
bayonet, although seldom drawing blood, performs 
an important part in almost every engagement. 
In this view we are sustained by one of the most 
able Military writers of the age, the late General 
Mitchell, the author of a work on 'Tactics/ the 
' Life of Wallenstein,' &c. He says : 

*' If there is one subject upon which, more than 
another, writers have perpetuated the crudest 
notions, and upon which the most erroneous ideas 
are still widely entertained, it is that of the 
bayonet charges of lines of Infantry. The rela- 
tions of modem campaigns abound, it is true, 
with accounts of ' splendid bayonet charges ' ; but 
did the reader ever come to a detail of the confiict 
— of the actuality and its material results ? After 
the war of the Spanish Succession and the battle 
of Spires, the Infantry of all European nations 
lost the taste for close confiict, and the bayonet 
appears everywhere more threatening than mur- 
derous. The wars of thd eighteenth century, 
with their improved fire tactics, exhibit no more 
the sturdy old practice of former days. Matters 
began then to terminate at the very moment 
which had previously been their commencement 
only. In the war of 1700, Folard says it was not 
attempted to engage hand to hand^ not even on 
the most favourable ground, although the Turennes 
and the Gond6s had never fought otherwise. He 
assures us, moreover, . that the old Officers were 
quite beside themselves to see the decline of that 
good old custom. Charles XTT. tried in vain to 
dissuade his Swedes from firing, and to give them 
a relish for falling to at once with the bayonet. 
Marshal Saxe, after describing the tactics of his 
day, and informing us in what manner battles 
were opened, suddenly inquires — ' And what hap- 
pens then ? Why, both sides begin to fire, which 
is a misery to behold. At length they advance 
upon each other, and generally, at fifty or sixty- 
paces, more or less, one or other party breaks and 
runs. Do you call that attacking ? ' " 
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What says BereDhorst on the sabject : — " Tour 
fabricators of Military relations make it appear 
that all great actions are performed with the 
bayonet ; every one is threatened with the bayonet ; 
Generals command the chargd with the bayonet. 
But in ^te it is taken for granted beforehand 
that the opposite party will not wait foe it." 

In another place he says, "For him who has 
the right notion of this evolution, bayonet charges 
are merely a figure of rhetoric, une maniere de 
parler, which means nothing more than that one 
party runs on smartly, and the other leaves the 
field to him." Hear further Jomini, in his 
' Critical and Blilitary History,' whose opinion •is 
also that bayonet attacks take place mostly in 
relations. The Archduke Oharles, no mean 
authority, says, in his ' Campaign of 1799,' 
''Physical strength decides but seldom, even in' 
the greatest battles." So weighty a word may be 
considered as expressing pretty closely the real 
shape of the thing; and Hoyer states his con- 
viction that " there are but few or no examples 
that the bayonet has been really resorted to in 
good earnest." 

Glancing for a moment at the Cape of Good 
Hope, we find that a number of Hottentots, having 
presented themselves at the head-quarters of the 
Light Infantry Bngade under Major King of the 
87th Regiment, were embodied into a corps, and 
placed in the hands of a British Subaltern. The 
employment of such men, in the unsettled state of 
a new colony, was a stroke of policy, inasmuch as 
it spared the European troops the irksomeness of 
detached duty, and provided them with a de- 
scription of auxiliary sdways useful in field service. 
The corps had an early opportunity of establishing 
its value, for a rebellion having hroken out on the 
Oaffre frontier, a squadron of the 8th Light 
Dragoons, with other troops and the Hottentot 
Corps, went forward to its suppression, and per- 
formed the duty very satisfactorily. Brigadier 
Yandeleur, who commanded the detachment, spoke 
in very favourable terms of the conduct of the 
Hottentots, who were afterwards formed into a 
complete Cavalry Begiment, ~under the denomi- 
nation of " The Cape Mounted Riflemen." 

The failure of the Expedition under Hoche had 
not led the French to abandon their designs upon 
England. So far from having any intention 
of relinquishing the idea of an invasion, the 
Directory published a Proclamation directly 
announcing its hostile purposes, and, in effect, on 
the 20th of February (1797) a Corps of fourteen 
hundred strong was put on board three frigates 
and a corvette, and sent to the Devonshire coast. 
Entering the harbour of Ilfracombe the Expedi* 
Hon scuttled and destroyed several small trading 



vessels, and might have proceeded to further 
outrage had not Colonel Orchard, at the head of 
a body of Volunteers, hastened to dispute the 
landing of the troops. Alarmed at this mani- 
fetation of force, the armament stood over to 
Pembrokeshire, and by the 23rd of February had 
landed at Fishguard. They fully expected to find 
that the country people had imbibed revolutionary 
tastes, and would forthwith join them. But in- 
stead of sympathy they met Lord Cawdor with 
700 Militia and Volunteers and other armed men, 
who compelled them to lay down their arms,— 
the ships escaping and leaving them to their fate. 
It ^s difficult to imagine what could have induced 
the French to venture upon so mad a project with 
such slender means. They must have acted upon 
some erroneous information as to the feeling 
prevalent in the country, or perhaps believed that 
a reoonnaiaianoe might be effected preparatory to 
more extensive arrangements. At all events the 
little Expedition established the facility with 
which the coast could be insulted uninterrupted 
by the Channel Fleet. 

In the summer of 1797 it was deemed advisable 
to send the 12 th Light Dragoons, the 2nd Battalion 
of the Boyals, the 18th, 15 th, and 51st Begiments, 
to Portugal ; and further to depute Officers with 
a step of Brevet rank to take in hand the disdpline 
of Portuguese levies, for our old Ally had firmly 
refused to become a party to a treaty which Spain 
had entered into with France, in view to the 
destruction of British commerce. 

Ireland, at all times more or less a ' difficulty * 
in the estimation of the Britbh Government, 
became a subject of considerable distress and some 
alarm in 1797. Very early in that year the Earl 
of Moira moved in the House of Lords, that the 
King should be solicited to interpose his patient 
and beneficent interference to jemedy the dis- 
content which prevailed among the Boman 
Catholics. The upper classes were dissatisfied 
because they were excluded from State affairs, and 
the privilege of sitting in Parliament, and the 
peasantry groaned under the oppressive enactments 
which forced them to pay tithes for the support 
of the Protestant Church, and denied them the 
advantage of long leases of their bits of land. 
Lord Fitzwilliam, as Lord Lieutenant, had en- 
deavoured by sundry wise and considerate measures 
to heal the wounds of the people, but he had been 
recalled when his conciliatory rule was most 
needed. Lord Moira pleaded for a "policy of 
equity and good faith." Lord Granville, on the 
other hand, contended that the King had done 
everything during thirty-six years of rule to 
remove the grounds of discontent in Ireland ;— 
commerce had improved, the people were allowed 
the full enjoyment of civil and religious liberty ; 
the CathoHcs had been admitted to the enjoyment 
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of their property, and shared the right of Toting 
for the election of Members of Parliament. Lord 
Granville was also of opinion that it would be 
injudicious to interfere in the internal affairs of 
Ireland, and lead the people to believe that tlieir 
own Legislature was indifferent to their welfare. 
At that time a Parliament was sitting in 
Dublin, and the eloquence of Grattan and 
Ourran made audible the wrongs of the Catho- 
lics. Mr Fox and Mr Sheridan echoed, in the 
House of Commons, the sentiments of Lord 
Moira in the House of Lords; but Toryism 
was omnipotent in the British Parliament, and 
the Government was deaf to the appeals of 
the friends of liberty. To add to the distractions 
of the country, the Army in Ireland had become 
very licentious, and its conduct on detached duty 
was extremely oppressive to the peasantry. Civil 
magistrates used it as a means to their selBsh ends, 
and following upon this source of disquietude, 
General Lake issued a proclamation in the North, 
where he commanded, to the effect that he had 
received authority to interfere with the King's 
troops in such a manner as the public safety 
required. In 1791 a body of men, in no way 
distinguished by education, ability, or influence, 
had formed an association of " United Irishmen," 
and, under the operation of coercive laws, they 
had gradually made many converts, and gained 
much strength. One of their most active mem- 
bers, Wolfe Tone, had fled from Ireland to America, 
whence he went to France, and, by his talents and 
exertions, induced the Bepublicans to venture upon 
the expedition under General Hoche. These 
United Irishmen were planning an insurrection 
throughout the country, and their purposes were 
strengthened by the conduct of the Legislature 
and the upper classes. 

In this unquiet state of things. General Sir 
Ralph Abercromby, who had relinquished his post 
in the West Indies because he did not relish the 
combination of Military and Civil authority, was 
appointed Commander-in-Chief in Ireland on the 
resignation of Lord Carhampton. Sir Ralph 
brought to his troublesome task judgment, firm- 
ness, temper, and integrity. He found the In- 
fantry scattered over the country in small detach- 
ments, and quite unfit for service ; the Cavalry 
were equally dispersed and irregular; and all 
were " under Officers very little able to command 
them." Courts-Martial had become numerous. 
Sir Ralph immediately applied himself to the 
rectification of this state of things. He addressed 
a Circular Order to- the General Officers command- 
ing Districts and Brigades, calling upon them to 
concentrate the troops as much as possible, and 
exert for themselves, and compel from all Officers 
nnder their command, the strictest and most un- 
remitting attention to the discipline, good order, 



and conduct of the men, such as might ** restore 
the high and distinguished reputation which t£e 
British Army had been accustomed to enjoy in 
every part of the world." In their dispersed con- 
dition the troops were, Sir Ralph thought, exposed 
to be corrupted, disarmed, and made prisoners. 
The Commander-in-Chief made a tour through 
the Southern districts of the countiy. He found 
the upper classes had " fallen into lethargy, and 
were only occupied in eating and drinking, or 
uttering unmanly fears." The humbler orders 
claimed his sympathy. He knew by experience 
that the Irish made excellent soldiers when well 
commanded, and he had often entrusted the exe- 
cution of critical service to Regiments composed 
wholly of Irishmen. 

Vain were Sir Ralph Abercromby 's endeavours 
to carry out his views. Lord Camden, the Lord 
Lieutenant, was a weak man, who suffered himself 
to be swayed entirely by the people about him. 
At one time he gave Sir Ralph carte blanche, and 
as suddehly withdrew it, insisting that the troops 
should be authorized to act without the interven- 
tion of the civil power. It was useless for the Gene- 
ral to contend that that could not be done without 
great inconvenience and danger; — ^that it was 
trusting too much to the discretion of incompetent 
Officers — was ruinous to discipline, and calculated 
to lead to excesses oppressive of the people. Lord 
Camden pursued his course of reliance on the 
wisdom of his little cotene of officials, and Sir 
Ralph, in utter disgust and hopelessness, resigned 
his command in March, 1798. The Duke of 
York, with the authority of the King, immedi- 
ately appointed Sir Ralph to command the Army 
in Scotland as a just and decided tribute to hla 
ability and uprightness. At the Levee at St 
James's Palace, the King said to Abercromby, 
" They have used you ill in Ireland, and you are 
now going to Scotland, where they will know how 
to respect you and treat you better." And the King 
took the opportunity of saying this in the hearing 
of some Irish politicians and one of the Ministry, 

Sir Ralph's back had not been turned many 
weeks upon Ireland when the disaffection in the 
country reached its culmination. The people had 
been for some time intent upon war — ^they had 
accumulated arms and ammunition — the manu- 
facture of pikes was carried on with great 
assiduity, and drilling, under French Officers, had 
become a constant occupation with the peasantry. 
The conspiracy was discovered in April, in Bel- 
fast. The Insurrection Act was immediately 
enforced, and the troops and the inhabitants at 
once came into collision. The Orange Associa- 
tions which had been formed vehemently opposed 
the " Defenders" as the Catholic " United Lrish- 
called themselves, and the whole country 
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soon assumed the aspect of a deadly civil war. 
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The malcontenis collected in nnmeroiis and large 
bodies, and committed every species of outrage 
and devastation. The proclamations of the 
Government were altogether disregarded. And 
although the people in the South were reduced 
to a forlorn condition fi*om the failure of the 
French Bepublic to send arms and accoutrements, 
their enthusiasm knew no abatement. They 
crowded at the summons of their Chiefs to the 
appointed rendezvouSj^ and boldly faced the sol- 
diery. The Military were in motion all over the 
country, and reinforcements were sent from Eng- 
land. The troops consisted' of the 4th, 5th, 6th, 
and 7th Dragoon Guards, the 5 th Dragoons, the 
9th and 23rd Light Dragoons, the 2nd Queen's 
Boyals, the 6th, 13th, and 64th Foot. Numerous 
Begiments of Militia, FenciMes, and Teomaniy 
were also afoot. Almost simultaneously rushing 
into conflict with the Military, the insurgents were 
generally discomfited in a single action. At 
Naas, where the first blood was shed, they were 
forced to retire by Lord Gosford; they were 
defeated at Eilkullen by General Dundas ; Lord 
Boden dispersed them at Bathfemham and Tal- 
laght Hill ; Major Dennis overcame them at 
Garlow, and Sir James Duff at Kildare. At 
Wexford, however, the rebels were 15,000 strong, 
and made a desperate and successful stand. They 
forced back the 4th Dragoon Guards and over- 
came the garrison, Colonel Foole and two soldiers 
only escaping. At New Boss they were over- 
thrown by Major-General Johnson. Li this action 
Lord Mountjoy, of the 4th Dragoon Guards, was 
killed. At Newtown Barry the " Defenders " 
twice came into collision with the troops. * On the 
first occasion they were thrown into disorder by 
Colonel L'Estrange. On the second they were 
discomfited by General Needham, Colonel Walpole 
being slain in the encounter. It was not until 
General Lake met the rebels at Vinegar Hill, near 
Enniscorthy, that the neck of the insurrection was 
broken. A just retribution fell on the sai-disant 
** Defenders." Listigated by the priesthood, they 
had taken and maliciously butchered some hun- 
dreds of Protestants. They were now attacked 
in force in a good position, and were entirely 
defeated. But it was the end of August before 
the Bebellion was entirely crushed. On the 22nd 
of that month nine hundred Frenchmen landed at 
Killala and proceeded to Castlebar. Finding 
(General Lake with a small detachment, they 
vigorously attacked him. He was obliged to 
retire with the loss of six pieces of cannon. 
Advancing to Tuam, however, they met their 
match, and this second attempt to ** rescue Ire- 
land from the Saxon grip " was as unlucky as the 
first. Lieutenant-Colonel Crawfurd, coming up 
with the rear-guard of the French Force, called 
upon them to surrender ; but as they did not 



attend to his summons he attacked them. Two 
hundred of their number immediately threw down 
their, arms. Under the idea ihat the others 
would do the same thing, Colonel Pakenham and 
Major-General Craddock rode up to them. The 
enemy, however, instantly commenced a discharge 
of cannon and musketry, which wounded Craddock. 
General Lake, who was in command, immediately 
ordered up the 3rd Battalion of Light Infantry, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Innes, and commenced 
an attack on the enemy's position. The action 
was brief ; half-an-hour had scarcely elapsed since 
its commencement, when the residue of the 
British colunm made its appearance, and the 
French Corps at once surrendered at discretion. 
The rebels fled, and suffered severely. 

Thus was extinguished the last organised 
attempt on the part of the Irish Catholics to 
obtain redress by force. Considering their state 
of indiscipline, the conduct of the troops was 
praiseworthy. They would probably have been 
more uniformly successful had Sir Balph Aber* 
cromby's plans been carried out. As it was, one 
serious case of demoraHsation illustrated the force 
of his remonstrances. The 5th Boyal Irish Dra- 
goons were alleged to be guilty of sharing in the 
conspiracy, and it was found necessary to send 
the Begiment to England, and disband it alto- 
gether. The facts connected with this solitary excep- 
tion to the loyalty of the troops are briefly these 

The Begiment had fought at New Boss, Wex- 
ford, and Vinegar Hill, where it behaved extremely 
well. The Begiment, six hundred strong, was 
subsequently ordered to Drogheda. At Lebauns- 
town Hutts some men from each troop were 
left behind to take charge of the baggage 
and sick, receiving orders at the same time 
to engage recruits. A party of rebels that had 
assembled in the neighbourhood sent several men 
to enlist. A conspiracy was entered into, and the 
small garrison, consisting of about seventy dis- 
mounted or sick Dragoons, and a similar number 
of the King's County l^litia, were to be put to the 
sword ; it was, however, discovered an hour before 
the time appointed for the attempt, and the con- 
spirators were seized and executed. One James 
M'Nassar was the cHief of the plot, and turned 
King's evidence ; two brothers, by name Feney, 
who had deserted from the Begiment, were taken 
up by the Yeomanry, in the act of plundering, 
and were tried and executed ; whilst M*Nassar, 
who, with the exception of the new comers, was 
the only man of the Begiment implicated, 
escaped with fourteen years' transportation. Lord 
Bossmore, the Colonel of the Begiment, was 
absent at the time ; he was freed from all blame ; 
the Officers demanded an inquiry, but it was 
refused ; nevertheless, they were granted their full- 
pay till the 24th of December following, and the 
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men were drafted into difiPerent Begiments. The 
Officers and men were told there was no stain 
upon their characters, yet was the Regiment ez- 
panged from the Army List. It was supposed 
that an intrigue to get the Begiment removed 
from the Irish establishment, in which persons of 
inBuence were concerned, had its weight with the 
authorities ; for in the proceedings of the Oourt- 
Martial held at Dublin upon the Feneys and 
M'Nassar, not an iota of evidence was produced 
that could cast a slur upon the Corps. 

The Bebellion in Ireland so completely en- 
grossed the attention of the British Military 
authorities in 1798, that very little was attempted 
in the way of opposition abroad to the progress of 
the French Bepublicans and their Spanish allies. 
The most noteworthy event was the capture of Min* 
orca, which had been held by the Spaniards since 
the last great peace. Early in November, Lieut.- 
Gen. the Hon. Oharles B. Stuart, with a very small 
Force, conspicuous in which were the 8th Foot and 
a battalion of the 42nd Highlanders, effected a 
landing on the island. Sir Charles was opposed 
by 2,000 Spanish troops. With a division of 800 
men he repulsed the Attack, and then advanced to 
the capitsJ. Arriving there, after surmounting 
many difficulties of roads, Sir Charles encamped 
his small Force on some heights in the evening, 
and immediately began to light numerous flres in 
many places to convey to the garrison an idea 
that a large Army was in reality assembled in its 
front. In the morning, before they could ascertain 
the exact strength of the invaders, the Spanish 
garrison capitulated ; and it then discovered that 
the prisoners were more numerous than the body 
of troops to whom they had succumbed. 

Less fortunate than this operation was the 
attempt made by an expedition under Sir Eyre 
Coote to destroy the basin, gates, and sluices of 
the Bruges canal. The intent of this measure was 
to interrupt the communication between Ostend 
and Holland. The works were destroyed and, so 
far, the expedition was a success ; but while the 
re-embarkation of the troops was in progress, a 
storm of so violent a character arose that they 
could not get on board the transports for the wind 
and the surf. The French took advantage of th<^ 
circumstance, attacked the troops with a superior 
force, and compelled them to surrender. The 
regiments thus made prisoners were the 17 th 
Light Dragoons, the 11th and 23rd Foot. Col. 
Hely, of the 11th, was killed in the action. The 
prisoners were all sent to Lille. 

Another misfortune incident to the year and 
the war was the evacuation by the British of the 
island of St Domingo. Assisted by the French 
Bepublicans, the negroes asserted their indepen- 
dence, and one of their own race, a daring fellow 
named Toussaint L'Ouverture, became their chief. 



It would have been impossible to hold the island 
with satisfaction after the revolt, even if the 
MiUtary strength had sufficed for purposes of 
coercion. 

The years 1797 and '98 were eventful in a 
Military sense in more respects than one. In the 
former 'year the pay of the soldier was fixed at 
one shilling per diem, with a stoppage on home 
service of 6^d. per day, and on foreign service of 
6d. a day when rationed, and 3^. a day when not 
rationed by the public. 

In 1797, a Bill was passed introducing the 
Militia system into Scotland. In its preamble it 
stated that experience had proved the value of the 
Militia as a defensive force ; but the Act when 
put in operation was opposed by riotous pro- 
ceedings in the Highlands, under the erroneous 
impression that the ballot was used to enable the 
Crown to remove the people from Scotland. 

In 1798 a Bill was passed giving Militia-men 
the privilege of enlisting into the Line after the 
expiry of their term. Until then the Militia had 
always been reclaimed by the local authorities as 
soon as their home employment had terminated. 

No further alterations were made in the equip- 
ment of the troops beyond the substitution in the 
Cavalry of carbines and bayonets and a single 
pistol, for the firelocks hitherto in use. In the 
Guards, the service of Lieutenants before they 
could hold the rank of Captain was reduced from 
seven to four years. 

In the Naval history of 1798 it is recorded that 
the seamen of-the Fleet in England mutinied to 
obtain an increase of wages and other advantages. 
A more serious revolt had never occurred, and it 
required all the firmness and sagacity of the 
Admirals and the Government to bring the men 
back to reason and obedience. Many seditious 
publications were circulated at the time among 
the soldiery to seduce them from their allegiance, 
but unavailingly. The 2nd Queen's Boyals being 
at Plymouth at the time subscribed one hundred 
guineas as a reward for the discovery of the dis- 
tributors of these publications and the detection 
of the men who had tried to bribe the soldiery. 
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OHAPTEB XX. 

Tippoo Sahib renews Hostilities with EngUnd— Concerts 
Measures with the French — ^Lord Momington Equips 
an Army to chastise Tippoo — Battle of Malavelly and 
Siege of Seringapatam— -Expedition to the Heldeis-The 
Bake of York appointed to Command — Battle of 
£gmont-op-Zee— Other Battles — Saspensicn of Arms 
— ^Holland Evacuated by the English— Expedition to 
^KTP^ onder Aberoromby — Battle of Alexandria — 
Death of Sir R. Abereromby— His Character— The 
French expelled from Egypt — General Baird's March 
from Cosseir to Roeetta — ^Rejoicings in England. 

Sinoe his discomfiture by Lord Comwallis, 
Tippoo Sahib--or Saltaun — ^had never. ceased to 
watch for an opportunity of avenging himself 
upon his English neighbours. Their successes in 
the East were the more galling to him, inasmuch 
as they invariably consolidated their conquests by 
an equitable system of government, which at- 
tached the natives to their rule, and presented a 
contrast to his own despotism sufficiently power- 
ful to suggest discontents within the territory over 
which he still held sway, fn'egular as the inter- 
communication between Etirope and India then 
was, and imperfect as were the means available to 
the Native Chieftains of obtaining a knowledge of 
the course of events on the European Continent, 
Tippoo nevertheless contrived to learn what had 
been passing in France and Holland, Germany 
and Italy; It had reached him that the French 
had become all-powerful by -force of arms, and 
that the English had experienced certain reverses 
in their endeavours to arrest the torrent of revolu- 
tionary principles which had rushed through 
empires, overturning monarchical institutions, and 
disturbing geographical arrangements. He knew 
that the French heui a colony in the Indian Seas 
which the English arms had yet spared to them, 
and that the inhabitants were hostile to the 
people upon whom he desired to wreak his ven- 
geance. That colony, now a British possession, 
termed Mauritius, was then called the Isle of France, 
prosperous, well governed and protected. To the 
Government of this islandTippoo sent Ambassadors 
(1797), with proposals to enter into an offensive 
alliance against the English. He engaged to 
subsidize and support any adequate number of 
French troops that might be sent to him, and 
with their aid to drive the British out of India. 
His views found acceptance with the authorities 
at the Isle of France, and General Bonaparte, who 
was then in Eg3rpt, believing that the designs of 
the French Directory upon the British possessions 
would be promoted by a confederation with the 
Native Chieftains in India, addressed a letter to 
Tippoo, of a sufficiently exciting character to en- 
courage in him a renewal of hostilities with the 
English power. To strengthen his hands still 
further, Tippoo opened a communication with the 
Nizam or Viceroy of the Deccan, jvho cherished 



an antipathy to the English, and likewise sent 
proposals to Ahmed Shah, the ruler of Affghan- 
istan, conjuring him, in the name of their common 
religion CMahometanism) to send an Army over 
the frontier, and help to crush their Christian 
foes. 

Before the schemes of Tippoo and his friends 
could reach maturity, they were happily discovered 
by the Earl of Momington (afterwards Marquis 
Wellesley), who was then Governor-General of 
India. The Earl immediately addressed a letter 
to Tippoo, warning him of the probable conse- 
quences of an alliance with a Power which was, 
in principle, opposed to all regal Despotisms, and 
urging the propriety of his abstaining from hostile 
proceedings. In order to gain time, Tippoo sent 
a delusive reply, disavowing offensive intentions, 
at the same time hinting at his dissatisfaction 
with the English. He added that the hunting 
season having commenced, he was about to leave 
Mysore upon a sporting expedition, and wotdd not, 
for some time, engage in political negotiations.* 
Lord Momington was not to be deceived or trifled 
with. He saw through Tippoo's artifice, and re- 
solved to proceed against him immediately. He 
accordingly directed General Stuart to take the 
field with 6,000 effident troops, and move to the 
Coromandel Coast. In the meantime two hundred 
Frenchmen had landed at Jiiangalore, with the 
view of joining Tippoo. General Harris, the 
Governor of Madras, acting under instructions 
from the Earl of Momington, instantly assembled 
an /Army to operate upon Tippoo's capital of 
Seringapatam, and early in 1799 was in a condi- 
tion to punish the Sultan's perfidy. Tippoo, 
seeing the importance of immediate action, did 
not wait for General Harris, but collected his 
troops and went forth to meet him at some 
distance from his capital Among the British 
Begiments which* had been sent to strengthen 
the Indian Establishment was the 83rd Foot^ 
which, under Lieutenant-Colonel the Honourable 
Arthur Wellesley — the brother of the Earl of 
Momington — had behaved in so exemplary a 
manner during the retreat to Bremen in 1794i. 
This Corps, with others, chiefly Sepoys, confronted 
Tippoo Sahib at Mallavelly, and, aided by the 
Light Dragoons under General Floyd, overthrew 

* Tippoo did not hunt the tiger so much for the plea- 
sare of slaying him as of oaptnring the mighty monster 
of the foreecs. He had a perfect menagerie of these 
beasts, and occasionally cansed a poor prisoner to be torn 
to pieces in his presen6e for their and his own peculiar 
gratification. Among the 8|>oils taken at Seringapatam 
was a ourioos wooden figure of a tiger, rudely carved, in 
the act of devouring an English soldier, who lay beneath 
his paws. A certain apparatus within the efiSgy dis- 
coursed an indifferent quality of music illustrative of the 
agonies of the victim. This singularly savage group was 
in the museum of the Bast India Company during their 
oocapalion of their old ^ House " in Ijeadenhall street. 

Q 



114 



A Familiar Hist cry of the British Army. 



['799- 



tLe Mysorean Chief, and compelled Um to seek 
refuge within the walls of his capital. He had 
previously been beaten by General Staart at 
Sedaseer (March, 1799), with a very heavy loss, 
after a battle of five hours' duration. General 
Harris followed Tippoo to Seringapatam, a forti- 
fied town situated on a small island in the river 
Oauvery, and immediately commenced his siege 
operations. These were completed in a few days, 
a storm of metal hailed upon the walls, a breach 
was rapidly established, and Seringapatam was 
stormed — ^the 83rd, 73rd, 74th, and 75th gallantly 
leading the way. Tippoo fought with a bravery 
worthy of a better cause. He fell, sword in hand ; 
his capital was taken, and his territories trans- 
ferred to the British rule. Colonel Wellesley was 
appointed Governor of Seringapatam, and, by the 
mildness and justice of his rule, rapidly reconciled 
the people to their change of masters. 

While these events were passing in the East, Hol- 
land had again become the theatre of war. France, 
which had overrun Italy, Savoy, and Switzerland, 
after having subdued the Seven United Provinces, 
Flanders, and all the countries west of the Bhioe, 
had invaded Germany a second time, and now 
showed mankind that peace and repose would not 
be granted them on any conditions. The countries 
that had submitted to the Republican Forces 
were treated with a rigour and insulting mockery 
that almost staggers belief, and those' which re- 
sisted them could neither obtain peace nor security 
on honourable terms. War, therefore, against the 
common enemy of the happiness and prosperity 
of society had become the cause of mankind. 

From the representations continually made to 
the British Government and the fugitive Prince of 
Orange, it was apparent that the inhabitants of 
Flanders and Brabant were growing quite impa- 
tient of their situation, and that, could a fair 
footing once be obtained, the whole of that rich 
and extensive country might be restored to its 
liberties. Here a motive was presented for a re- 
newal of active hostilities with the French in the 
Batavian Bepublic. Another was found in the 
importance of drawing off the enemy from their 
designs on Germany, Italy, and Switzerland, the 
Armies of which countries were but too tardily 
r^ruited to make up the losses they had sus- 
tained, and were daily enduring. To effect this 
diversion in favour of the Allies, and endeavour 
to restore the independence of Holland and re- 
establish the Prince of Orange as the head of the 
Government, a treaty was entered into with the 
Emperor of Bussia, who was ready enough to 
allow his troops to be employed against the F^nch 
if he were not expected to bear the cost. It was 
arranged that the combined Army should be 
placed under the command of the Duke of York, 
partly because his rank and reputation would 



impart a prestige to the enterprise, and partly be- 
cause it was due to him that he should have an 
opportunity of repairing the injury done to his 
fame by the defection of the Dutch troops at a 
critical hour in 1794. It was expected that the 
Prussians would join the expedition, but the King 
had his own reasons for keeping on good terms 
with the French Directory, and it was likewise 
believed that the Dutch would declare against the 
French as soon as they should find that the suc- 
cess of the English and the Bussians would make 
it safe for them to do so. Preparations for the 
armament were made with great energy and 
rapidity. To the guidance of Sir Balph Aber- 
cromby the leading Division was eommitted, and 
he sailed from Deal, with Admiral Mitchell, in 
August (1799), and joined Lord Duncan in the 
North Seas. 

Tempestuous weather obstructed the progress 
of the Division for some days, and gave the enemy 
time to make his preparations. Two or three 
times the transports and their convoy were baffled 
by storms. On the 27th of August, however, the 
fleet came to an anchor near the shores of the 
Helder, a strong point in the northern extremity 
of the mainland of Holland. Sir Balph Aber- 
cromby lost no time in effecting a landing. Sir 
James Pulteney commanded the first detachment, 
and obtained a footing, covered by the guns of the 
Fleet. The enemy was not idle. All arms were 
brought to bear upon the intruders, and as the 
ground was Hi-adapted to good formations, by 
reason of the numerous sand-hills stretching along 
the shore, not more than one Battalion at a time 
could be placed in line. Nevertheless, the enemy 
was driven to a position six miles distant. In the 
combat Sir James Pulteney received a wound, which 
obliged him to leave the field. On the following day 
the whole of the troops were landed, and a Brigade 
under Colonel Macdonald took possession of the 
Helder. More troops* arriving, the fortifications 
of the Helder were rapidly strengthened, and with 
this base of operations Major-General John Moore 
and the Marquis of Huntly made preparations for 
a movement in a southerly direction. On the 
80th of August the Dutch Fleet surrendered to 
Admiral lifitchell, and the fiag of the Prince of 
Orange was hoisted. On the 9th of September, 
the Duke of Tork arrived with 7,000 more men, 
and the island of Texel was taken possession of by 
the Fleets. The combined armies of the French 
and Batavian Bepublics now appeared in full 
force. They numbered 25,000 men, and occupied 
a strong position between the Helder and Alkmaar. 
Sir Ralph Abercromby was the first to experience 
their attentions. He reciprocated them vigor- 
ously — the enemy fell back on Alkmaar. Now 
came the Bussians. With this accession the 
Force under the Duke of York was 85,000 strong. 



iSoo.] 



A Familiar History of the British Army, 



"5 



Advantageously posted, the enemy gave the Dnke 
battle without delay. The Bossians took the 
initiative, but with e heedless impetuosity which 
disordered their ranks. This gave the Republicans 
an advantage by which they were not slow to 
profit; The ditches and canals which everywhere 
intersected the battle-field were singularly in their 
favour. Column after column was obliged to re- 
tire before their measured but rapid attacks. The 
Bussians were in full retreat when the Duke of 
Tork, to give them time to re-form, attacked a 
Tillage in possession of the enemy. Unfortunately 
the Bussians did not rally. The Bepublicans then 
directed all their energies to the English, and the 
Duke was under the necessity of falling back. 

Early in October reinforcements came from 
Bussia, and the Duke was enabled to renew the 
contest. A severe battle was fought at Egmont- 
op-Zee, and the French were entirely defeated. 
** Under the Divine Providence," wrote the Duke, 
^' the signal victory obtained over the enemy is to 
be ascribed to the animated and persevering ex- 
ertions which have been at all times the character- 
istics of the British soldier; and which on uo 
occasion were ever more eminently displayed." 
The 1st Boyals, the 20th, the 25th Boyal 
Borderers, the 49th, the 63rd, tbe 79th and 
92nd Highlanders immortalized themselves. The 
Duke was warmly supported by the Oenerals 
under his orders, and he gratef ally acknowledged 
their services. Sir Balph Abef^omby, Sir David 
Dundas, Lord Paget, Sir J. Pulteney, and Oolonel 
Macdonald were conspicuous for their zeal. 

The success at Egmont-op-Zee was followed by 
another battle fought, and victory gained by the 
English, between Lemmen and the sea. A third 
encounter, when the Bepublicans had received 
large reinforcements, and the approaching winter 
had aggravated the difficulties and sufferings of 
the exposed troops, was less fortunate. The Duke 
of Tork, seeing no prospect of bringing the war 
to the desired conclusion, and the people mani- 
festing less disposition than was expected to 
acknowledge the Prince of Orange, withheld 
further operations until the result of a reference 
to the Home Government could be ascertained. 
The Ministry knew that it would be easy at the 
last extremity to cut the dykes and flood the 
country occupied by the enemy ; but the Duke of 
Tork having represented how much of cruel 
suffering this would entail upon the poor and 
innocent inhabitants, it was resolved that Holland 
should be evacuated. An armistice was therefore 
agreed upon with General Brune, who commanded 
the Forces of the enemy, and the troops re-em- 
barked for England. The terms in which the 
cessation of hostilities was settled were very much 
like those of certain capitulations already pub- 
lished in these pages. It is clear that, how- 



ever the language employed by the Duke of 
Tork to cloak the hamility of his withdrawal 
might have suggested that he was to a certain 
extent master of the situation, the tone of the 
French General sufficiently demonstrated that the 
advantage was with the Bepublicans. 

It is stated above that General Bonaparte was 
in Egypt in 1799. He had gone thither from 
Toulon with a considerable armament, in further* 
ance of a plan which he had devised, in conjunc- 
tion with the Bussian Emperor Paul, for carving 
a pathway to India. The resistance of the Turks 
was of small account, and there was no other 
Military power to confront him. Admiral Nel- 
son, in the Bay of Aboukir, and Sir Sydney Smith, 
at St Jean d'Acre, had inflicted terrible blows on 
the French Naval power ; but, at the base of the 
Pyramids, the Turks were overthrown, and the 
" Army of Egypt " occupied the great cities of 
Cairo and Alexandria. Napoleon had cajoled and 
mollified some of the Mahometan Chieftains hos- 
tile to the supreme authority of the Porte, by 
avowing a respect for the religion of the Prophet, 
and, believing his mission to have been fairly 
accomplished, he returned to France to enlarge 
the power he had already acquired in the councils 
of the nation. His arrival on the French coast 
was the grand and leading event in the history of 
1800, and that which, more than any other, in- 
fluenced the state and condition not only of 
France, Italy, and Germany, but of every other 
country in Europe. " Who could have believed 
that a simple Sub-Lieutenant of Artillery, a 
stranger to France by name and by birth, was 
destined to govern that great Empire, and to give 
the law, in a manner, to all the Continent, in 
defiance of reason, justice, the hereditary rights 
of the legitimate Princes of the realm, and the 
combined efforts of so great a number of loyalists 
in the interior of the kingdom, and all the great 
Powers of Europe ? No one in the world could 
have imagined the possibility of an event so extra- 
ordinary. Almost forgotten by a nation ever in 
motion, incapable of rest, and always taken up 
with objects present to their senses and new to 
their imaginations, the French found him. sud- 
denly exalted to an authority at least as ample 
and absolute as any of their Kings. He was in- 
vested with the power of taxation, the power of 
the sword, the power of war and peace, the un- 
limited power of commanding the resources and 
disposing of the lives and fortunes of every man 
in France. He was furnished with the means of 
creating an Army by converting every man who 
was of age to bear arms, into a soldier, whether 
for the defence of his own country, or to carry 
war into the country of an enemy. He had no 
rival to thwart his measures, no colleague to 
divide his powers, no council to control his opera- 
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tions, no liberty of speaking or writing for the 
expression of public opinion, to check or influence 
his conduct ; and, to crown the whole, his power 
rested apparently on the foundations of popular 
election and democratic sway. From such a man, 
inyested with such power, much was to be hoped 
or feared." 

These words, penned five years only after the 
siege of Toulon, adequately describe the founda- 
tion and growth of an authority which rapidly 
attained colossal proportions, and taxed to their 
uttermost the energies and resources of England 
for a period of sixteen years. 

Napoleon's return to Europe appeared to Mr 
Dundas, the Foreign Minister of Oeorge the 
Third, to present a favourable opportunity for 
driving the French Armies out of Egypt. All 
hope of any useful or efficient co-operation with 
Austria in Italy had vanished since Napoleon 
crossed the Alps, and defeated her at Marengo. 
No prospect existed of a counter-revolution in 
France through the exertions of the French 
Boyalists, and it would have been worse than 
folly to renew any experiments in Holland. Yet 
it was necessary to do something to rouse the 
despondent minds of the British people. Mr Dundas 
sent little expeditions to Ferrol and Oadiz ; — they 
were failures, and' he was driven almost to his 
wit's end for some bold measure that should 
f restore to England her fading prestige. In his 
extremity the idea of a descent upon the French 
in Egypt suggested itself. It occurred to him 
that if we could appear in force on the coast of 
Syria, or occupy Bhodes, Cyprus, or Crete, we 
should be in a condition to negotiate with France 
the evacuation of Egypt,-^or enforce it in the 
event of her refusal. The execution of this pro- 
ject rapidly followed its inception. A Force of 
fourteen thousand Infantry, one thousand Cavalry, 
and six hundred and thirty Artiller3rmen, was 
rapidly equipped. The great Military qusJities 
and sound judgment of Sir Balph Abercromby 
pointed him out as the fittest Officer to bie 
entrusted with the command, and as he had for 
some time entertained a belief that the expulsion 
of the French from Egypt would be as feasible 
as it was wise, he very readily accepted the 
weighty trust. Associated with him in the com- 
mand of Divisions and Brigades were Major- 
Generals Sir J. Hely Hutchinson, Coote, Craddock, 
Ludlow, Moore, and Lord Cavan, Brigadiers 
Btuart, Hope, Doyle, Oakes, and Anstruther. The 
Porte had urgently solicited the English to go to 
his rescue in Egypt, as he was utterly unable of 
himself to resist the French invaders of his terri- 
tory ; but when the troops arrived he did not 
appear disposed to co-operate earnestly with his 
new Allies. He seemed to dread that .Bussia, 
instigated by Napoleon, would ' cross into the 



Principalities and make an effort to overthrow the 
Ottoman empire. 

The eyes of all Europe were now anxiously 
directed towards Egypt. It was a novel and 
interesting spectacle to contemplate the two most 
powerful European nations contending in Africa 
for the possession of Asia. Not only to England 
and France, but to the whole world, the issue of 
the contest was of the utmost importance. The 
French Force amounted to about 80,000, with 
15,000 Native Allies, Copte, Greeks, Mamelukes, 
&c. The British Fleet was kept at sea a long 
time on the coasts of France, Spain, and Italy to 
divert the attention of the enemy from its real 
object. Arrived at length at Marmorice Bay, Sir 
Balph Abercromby intended to land, and, in 
effect, did so to parade and refresh the troops 
after their long confinement ; but, as the promised 
Turkish contingent did not make its appearance, 
the General changed his intentions and sailed to 
Aboukir Bay, which had recently been the scene 
of that famous "Battle of the Nile," which has oon- 
tributed to render the name of Nelson immortal. 
Here the French were strongly posted with fifteen 
pieces of Artillery and a Force of Infantry — ^the 
heroes of "the Pyramids." Undeterred by this 
formidable array, Abercromby resolved to foroe 
a landing. Two thousand of the choicest men 
in the crack regiments were ordered into the 
boats, under the guidance of Major-General John 
Moore. « 

"It would be difficult," writes one of the 
biographers of Abercromby, '* to conceive a situa- 
tion of deeper or darker interest than that in 
which the advance of the British Army was now 
placed. The men sat erect and motionless ; not 
a sound was heard, except the splash of the oars 
in the water, while the long line of boats moved 
rapidly, but in admirable and exact array, towards 
the shore. Not long, however, was that stem silence 
permitted to continue unbroken. As if doubting 
the evidence of their own senses, the enemy gazed 
for awhile without offering to the frail Armada 
the slightest molestation ; but their astonishment 
soon gave place to other and more stirring sensa- 
tions, and they stood to their arms. In a moment 
the whole of their Artillery opened, and the sea 
hissed and boiled behind and before the boats 
with round shot and shells, that fell in showers 
around them." The seamen pulled on, the fire 
increased, the casualties became numerous, yet 
there was no confusion. ''And now the four 
Begiments on the jight — the Twenty-third, 
Twenty-eighth, Fortieth, and Forty-second, having 
gained a place of shelter under the elevated posi- 
tion of the batteries, were impelled onwards with 
increased ardour and security." Soon the boats 
touched the sand, the soldiers leaped out, formed 
on the beach, and, in the face of a heavy fire. 
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Bpeedily gained the Bummii, and, doeing with 
their stem opponentfl, dro^e them gallantly from 
their position up the face of the steep. <' The 
oondnet of the Forty-second Highlanders in 
thb operation was peonliarly brilliant. Down 
came a Regiment of French Cavalry — it was beaten 
back by the Forty-second, and its Commander f eU. 
To the lea of the line the Boyals, Fif ty-fonrth, 
and Fifty-eighth were doing their work with equal 
ardonr, beating the enemy at all points." 

The French retreated to Alexandria. Three 
days subsequently to the fight the whole of the 
British Force had landed, and Aberoromby 
hastened after the enemy. Menou, the French 
General, took post among sand-hiUs and palm 
trees, four miles from old Alexandria. Some 
partial actions and skirmishes occurred among 
the advance parties of both sides. In these the 
90th (Perthshire Volunteers) and 92nd High- 
landers bore an active part. The former, under 
Colonel Hill, though young soldiers, and under 
fire for the first time, held their ground, in an 
action on the 13th of March, with the tenacity of 
experienced veterans when charged impetuously 
by a superior Force of Cavalry, and compelled the 
enemy to retreat in confusion. Sir Balph thanked 
the Begiments in orders. " They had displayed the 
strictest discipline, the greatest quickness and 
precision in their movements, and the most 
undaunted bravery." 

As the Army advanced into the country Sir 
Balph Abercromby gave strict .orders that " the 
utmost forbearance" should be practised. He 
insisted that the most scrupulous and honourable 
conduct in all their dealings should mark the be- 
haviour of the troops towards the Arabs and 
Egyptians. "Prompt payment for all supplies 
purchased, and the greatest deference for the 
habits and religious usages of the people," were 
exacted by the (General, and he was not disap- 
pointed. 

It was Abercromby's intention to lay siege to 
Alexandria as soon as his guns should come up. 
On the 19th of the month Fort Aboukir capitu- 
lated. On the 20th Menou arrived from Cairo, 
and concentrated all his disposable Forces at 
Alexandria. They numbered 12,000 Infantry and 
1,500 Cavalry. The line of the English was 
about a mile in length, with a sandy plain in 
front, the sea on the right, the Lake of Aboukir 
and the Canal of Alexandria on the left. Their 
flanks, were covered by gun-boats and redoubts 
hastily thrown up. Menou made up his mind to 
attack them on the 21st, very early in the morning. 
Fortunately General Moore had directed that the 
troops should invariably be under arms an hour 
before daybreak. They were thus prepared for 
the onslaught. 

'' A great, glorious, and decisive battle was that 



of Alexandria. The imagination glows and the 
heart is stirred while reading of ^e terrible at- 
tack of the French Invincibles on the right of the 
British position. It was defended by a redoubt, 
and cover was found behind some ruins. The 
Begiments engaged were the Forty-second, the 
Twenty-eighth, the Fifty-eighth, and the Fortieth. 
The Highlanders were peculiarly the object of the 
indescribably furious attack ; the French Invin- 
cibles, after much obstinate hand-to-hand fighting, 
were almost annihilated ; the survivors laid down 
their arms. Fresh Battalions, however, came up ; 
the Forty-second were greatly reduced, but they 
held their ground, animated by the appeal of the 
General, * My brave Highlanders, remember your 
country ! remember your fathers I ' Down went 
the Battalions of the enemy, then rushed on 
Squadrons of Cavalry, more Infantry, till the 
whole space in front of the redoubt was strewed 
with the bodies of the slain. ' The Forty-second 
died almost to a man where it stood!' The 
Guards, the Boyals, and the Fifty-fourth defended 
the left, and the rest of the position and the re- 
serve was bravely maintained by the Eighth, 
Eighteenth, Thirteenth, and Ninetieth ; the 
Qaeen*s, Twentieth, Forty-fourth, Eighty-ninth, 
One hundred and thirtieth, the Twenty-seventh, 
Fifty-sixth, and Seventy-ninth ; the Twenty* 
second and Twenty-sixth Dragoons, and other 
Begiments (Irregular and Contingent), which hav^ 
long since ceased to form part of the British. 
Army." 

The Twenty-eighth Foot— the " Slashers," as 
they were called from some event in the American 
war in which they were concerned* — signalised 
themselves at Alexandria by a daring move. At* 
tacked in front and rear by an immense body of 
the enemy's Cavalry, the rear rank faced about 
and fired upon their opponents, for the which 
feat they are permitted to bear the number of 
the Begiment on the back and front of their 
Begimental shakoes. 

* The oiroamstanoe which led to the application of 
'this sohriqaet to the Oorps was thus related by the lady 
of Lieutenant Oeneral Sir R. Airey, the Goveraor of 
Qibraltar (1869), on the occasion of her presenting new 
colours to the Regiment. Previous to the acquisition of 
the appellation, the Corps was called the "Braggs," after 
Colonel Braggs, who commanded it in 1784. "The 
Corps In those days (1776) wore small short swords, 
which they were famous for making good use of. Oa 
- one occasion there was a certain magistrate in Canada, 
of the name of Walker, who had given great offence to 
the Regiment from not having provided sufficient shelter 
for their wives, several of whom had in consequence 
perished during the seTcrity of a Canadian winter. This 
exasperated the Officers, and some of them disguised 
themselves as Indians, attacked the tent of the magis- 
trate, danced a war dance round his table, and finally 
caught hold of his head, and with their swords slashed ojf 
his ears. After this circumstance the RegiiQen( beoaiQe 
known by ^ name ef ths * Slashera,* ^ 
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Victory crowned tHe intrepid Abercromby, and, 
BO to speak, he died in her arms. Our losses 
were heavy, bat the French were beaten. Four- 
teen hundred and sixty-four good English soldiers 
were killed, wounded, or missing in the great 
battle. They baptised with their blood this first 
and memorable record of the regeneration of the 
British Army. The Officers did not spare them- 
selves. Generals Oakes, Hope, and Moore, and 
Colonel Paget were wounded. Where and when 
Sir Balph Abercromby received his death-wound 
was never ascertained. He was much exposed 
during the fight, and near its close his son and 
Aide-de-Oamp found him in a small earthwork 
near the centre of the line, where some guns 
were playing on the enemy. Colonel Abercromby 
noticed that his clothes were cut and bloody. The 
General told him he had been wounded by a spent . 
ball, but that it gave him no uneasiness ; he only 
experienced pain from a contusion sustained in a 
personal rencontre with a French Dragoon. He 
refused for some time to allow a surgeon to look 
at his wound, while so many poor fellows who 
had suffered more needed attention. At last, 
growing faint, he sat down on the ground resting 
his back against the parapet of a redoubt. The 
Medical Officer found that he had been wounded 
in the thigh by a bullet, and as he could not 
extract it, a litter was procured, and it was 
decided to remove him on board the Foudroyant, 
the fiag-ship of Lord Keith. When he had been 
placed on the litter, Oolonel Macdonald placed a 
folded blanket under his head. As he adjusted 
it, Abercromby inquired what that was. " Only 
a soldier's blanket," was the reply. " Only I — a 
8oldier*8 blanket is of great consequence to him," 
said the considerate General ; " you must send me 
the name of the man that it may be returned to 
him." Aft^ he had been put on board Lord 
Keith*s ship, the surgeon endeavoured to find the 
bullet and remove it, bat the operation was un- 
availing. On the 28th of March, a week subse- 
quent to the victory which extinguished the 
French power in Egypt, Abercromby died, to the 
immense regret of the whole British Army and 
the people of Great Britain. No Officer, since 
Wolfe fell at Quebec, had so endeared himself to 
the troops and the nation. His political sagacity 
and personal integrity no less than his courage, 
patriotism, and remarkable Military accomplish- 
mente, were always conspicuous in every employ- 
ment confided to him by an admiring King and 
his councillors. The Duke of York, in the 
General Order issued when the news of the battle 
of Alexandria and its *' mingled yam " reached 
England, said : '' The illustrious example of their 
Oommander cannot fail to have made an indelible 
impression on the gallant troops at whose head, 
covered with victory and glory. Sir Balph Aber- 



cromby terminated his honourable career ; sad 
His Majesty trusts that a due contemplation of 
the talents and virtues which he uniformly dis- 
played in the course of his valuable life will for 
ever endear the memory of Sir Balph Abercromby 
to the British Army. His steady observance of 
discipline, his ever watchful attention to the 
health and wants of his troops, fhe persevering 
and unconquerable spirit which marked his Mili- 
tary career, the splendour of lus actions in the 
field, and the heroism of his death, are wotthy 
the imitation of all who desire, like him, a life of 
honour and a death of glory." 

As a permanent memorial of the glory acquired 
by the Begiments engaged in the Egyptian expe- 
dition they were allowed to bear the " Sphinx " 
with the word '' Egypt " on their colours. The 
Sultan of Turkey established an order of Knight- 
hood, which he oonferred on the (General Officers ; 
he, likewise, presented large gold medals to the 
Field Officers, and smaller medals to the Captains 
and subalterns. As a further token of his thank- 
fulness that the French had been expelled from 
his Egyptian province, he built, at Oonstantinople, 
a residence for the British Ambassador. 

A monument in St Paul's Cathedral was decreed 
by the nation to the memory of the illustrious Aber- 
cromby,and the chisel of the accomplished sculptor, 
Westmacott, was employed to illustrate the inci- 
dent of his death. The memorial is on a suitable 
scale, and is ably executed. The horse appears 
careering over the prostrate foe, while the rider,, 
fainting from the loss of blood, is caught in the 
arms of a Highland soldier. Expressive of the 
victory Abercromby obtained, the dying figure of 
the enemy is seen vainly grasping at the standard, 
which has been wrested from his Corps. The 
locality of the battle is indicated by a sphinx, 
which is the crest of Egypt, placed on either side 
of the tomb. 

Lieutenant-General Sir J. Hely Hutchinson, as 
the next senior Officer, took the oommand of the 
troops after the battle of Alexandria, blockaded 
the town, and marched on to Cairo. Sir J. H. 
Hutchinson paid a just and graceful tribute to the 
memory of Sir Ralph Abercromby. Li reporting 
the battle of Alexandria to the Secretaiy of State, 
he said, " Were it permitted for a soldier to regret 
any one who has fallen in the service of his 
country, I might be excused for lamenting him 
more than any other person ; but it is some con- 
solation to those who tenderly loved him that as 
his life was honourable so was his death glorious. 
His memory will be recorded in the annak of his 
country, will be sacred to every British soldier, and 
embalmed in the recoUeotioQ of a grateful 
posterity." 

Cairo having a garrison of only 8,000 men, many 
of whom were sick and incapable> could not long 
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bold oat. The city capitulated to (General Hutchio- 
■on. At Alexandria, Menoa resolyed to maintain 
his position, and vaunted that he would bury him- 
self beneath the ruins of the town. He improved 
the fortifications, and looked anxiously for rein- 
forcements, which the British Fleet took good care 
■hould not come. By the end of August, how- 
ever, when General Hutchinson had possessed 
himself of some outworks and two or three for- 
tresses contiguous to the city, the French General, 
probably heating of the arrival of General Baird's 
Army, sent a flag of truce to treat for the sur- 
render of the town* On the morning of the 30th 
General Hope went into Alexandria to sign the 
capitulation, and on the 2nd of September Lord 
Eeith proceeded on shore to ratify the terms, 
which embraced every desirable object, without 
nnnecessarily degrading the conquered. The 
garrison had held out to the last. In a few days 
more, famine would have depleted the Force, 
and, according to Sir Bobert Wilson, the walls of 
the old town were in so ruinous a condition that 
they could not have resisted an hour's battering. 
In proof of the straitened condition of the French, 
their Oomsuindant, Menou, invited Sir J. Hutchin- 
son to a dinner of horseflesh. 

Including the two garrisons, twenty -three thou- 
sand Frenchmen were sent back to their own 
country to tell how victorious they had been over 
the Mamelukes, under Napoleon and Elebev, and 
how the capricious fortune of war had subse- 
quently converted victors into captives. 

If further operations had been rendered neces- 
sary in Egypt, Sir J. Hutchinson would have been 
enabled to carry them on efiPectively, for, by the 
middle of August, he was reinforced by a compact 
little Army of 5,000 men, which had arrived 
from India, under the command of General David 
Baird. This Army, consisting of the Bth Light 
Dragoons, the 10th, Gist, 80th, 86th, and 88th 
Foot (numbering 2,838 men), 2,000 Sepoys, and 
nearly 500 European Artillery, had been de- 
spatched by the foreseeing and energetic Marquis 
Wellesley to co-operate with Abercromby. 
General Baird had sailed from India in April, in- 
tending to land at Suez. Unfortunately, the 
monsoon had commenced before he entered the 
Bed Sea, and it was impossible to reach his desti- 
nation. Learning at Jedda the successes of the 
21st of March, General Baird determined to land 
at Gosseir, and brave the difficulties of the desert. 
The Adjutant-General, Colonel Marlay, who pre- 
ceded hun, had managed by means of the Turkish 
Vizier's firmans to procure 5,000 camels. Baird 
had many troubles to encounter before he reached 
Gosseir. The navigation of the Bed Sea was 
then very arduous, difficult, and dangerous. No 
survey had been made of its treacherous coasts. 
Hocks, shoals, and contrary winds opposed the 



expedition. Two of the transports were lost, and 
others damaged. However, the General contiived 
to get to Eenneh by the 30th of June, and 
arranged the march of the DiviBions, but it was 
not until the end of July that the entire Army 
had assembled. One hundred and fifty miles had 
to be traversed through a desert country before 
the Nile could be reached. The troops suffered 
somewhat from the want of water until they 
came to the river, down which they were trans- 
ported in jerm«-— decked boats with two latteen 
sails, not drawing much water. The heat was 
intense, the thermometer not unfrequently rising 
to 100 degrees and upwards. But the Mamelukes 
and Arabs afforded the most friendly aid, and the 
soldiers were animated by the most loyal senti- 
ments. General Baird reached Bosetta on the 
30th of August, when he heard from General 
Hutchinson that Menou had sent a flag of truce 
to treat for the surrender of Alexandria. 

In England the rejoicings over the triumphs in 
Egypt were enthusiastic, and the King was no 
niggard of recompense. Sir J. H. Hutchinson 
was raised to the Peerage. A very heavy Brevet 
raised numerous Officers to field rank, and very 
many Colonels were madeMajor-Generals. Generala 
Cradock, Coote, Dundas, Alured Clai'ke, Meadows, 
Craig, and Hutchinson were decorated with the 
Order of the Bath, and Knighted by the King 
or his representative. General Moore received 
the Colonelcy of the 52nd, and General Baird 
that of the 54th ; and the Marines '' in conside- 
ration of their very meritorious services " were 
ordered to be styled *' Boyal '' from the year 1802. 



OHAPTEB XXL 

Napoleon*! Reasons for Invading Ei^cland — His Prepara- 
tions — Demonstrations of I&sistance in England^- 
Madeira Taken — Peace of Amiens — ^The 42nd receive 
New Oolonrs-" The Treaty Broken — Fresh Preparations 
for Invasion and Resistance — Correfipondenoe between 
the Prince of Wales, the Dake of York, and the King 
— The Volnnteer Review— General Order— Warlike 
Measures in the West Indies— -Major-Qeneral Moore 
made a Knight of the Bath — He Introduces a Light 
Infantry DrUl— Reduction of the Period of a Soldier's 
Service. 

It had long been apparent to Napoleon 
Bonaparte, Consul of Franoe (1801), that the 
commerce of Great Britain was at once the 
cause and consequence of her maritime superiority. 
To destroy that commerce had therefore become 
his particular design, and his mighty genius 
revolved the methods available to France for the 
object, since her Navy had been crippled by the 
successes of the English Admirals and Captains 
in every part of the world. To strike a blow at 
our Transatlantic colonies was no longer prao^ 
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ticable, and India was too remote to be reached 
by French Armies. The Mediterranean afforded 
ports enoagb for the structure and reception of a 
new Marine Power, mercantile and warlike ; and if 
Egypt could be colonized and improved, tbe 
amelioration and cinlization of other parts of the 
Levant would follow, and gradually compensate 
France, by the creation of a new commerce, for 
the loss of her West India possessions and the 
monopoly of the ocean by Great Britain. But to 
the accomplishment of these stupendous objects 
the expulsion of the English from Egypt was a 
necessary preliminary ; and how was this to be 
effected ? Clearly, by sending reinforcements to 
General Menou on the one hand, and preventing 
Abercromby and Hutchinson from receiving any 
on the other. 

In furtherance of this notable project nothing 
more was necessary than to keep the English 
Navy and Army fully occupied out of the- Medi- 
terranean ; and no stratagem of less magnitude 
presented itself to Napoleon's mind with that view 
than the practical menace of an invasion of 
England. Tbe feeble demonstrations hitherto 
made in that direction had had no other result 
than to entail ridicule and cost upon their 
originators. Napoleon was resolved* that now, at 
least, there should be no field for the -satirist or 
caricaturist, even if the whole of the preparations 
amounted only, in the upshot, to a politic feint. 
If the attention of England could be concentrated 
on her home defences no Fleets or Armies could be 
'sent to Egypt, and France would then have the 
game entirely in her hands. 

With Napoleon rapid execution followed upon 
fertile conception. Supported by his consular 
colleagues,over whom indeed his master-mind rode 
roughshod, he gave orders for the assembly of 
strong Corps at different points contiguous to 
the coast facing Great Britain, and the preparation 
of vessels for their transport to the shores which 
Caesar had insulted. There was a Corps at Amiens, 
another between Bribes and Ostend, a third was 
posted between Gravelines and Dunkirk, and a 
fourth assembled at Boulogne. Their total 
strength did not fall short of 50^000 men. In 
every port and cove along the coast, ship and boat 
building went on with inconceivable activity. 
Gun- boats for offensive piprposes, and broad flat- 
bottomed boats for the transport of troops and 
maierielf were the chief features of the nau- 
tical architecture which received so violent 
an impulse. In furtherance of the great project, 
a system of telegraphic communication was 
established ; and that the spirit of the people 
might not only know no abatement, but receive 
a fresh impetus, proclamations were published 
which appealed to the triple sentiineQt of ven- 
geanpe, glory, and profit. 



In one respect, circumstances were propitioos 
to the gigantic design. There was but a very 
small proportion of the British Army then in 
England^ and that proportion consisted chiefly of 
Cavalry. The Infantry were either in Ireland, 
Egypt, India, Or the Colonies. But the spirit 
which dictated to the English in America, and 
the sons of Englishmen, a determined resistance 
to oppression in any form, was rife in Great 
Britain. The sacred soil had not been polluted 
by the foot of a foreign invader for seven centuries* 
and every man cherished in his bosom a stem 
resolution to die on his own hearth, rather than 
submit to the yoke of a nation whose principles 
all good Christians had learnt to abhor. '' French- 
man " and ** Atheist " had become synonymous 
terms in England since the sans-ctUottes had taken 
to the worship of the Goddess of Liberty, and 
the leader of. the French was held in a certain 
pious horror as a Corsican ogre, of a* form as 
diabolical as the suggestions of his mind were 
detestable. Should Albion become the easy prey 
of such a people and such a chieftain ? The very 
idea was revolting. Resistance nerved every arm 
from Caithness to the Land's End, and in^ one 
moment the entire people rose to their feet and, 
invoking the God of Battles, prepared to confront 
the intruders. Patriotism never evoked a nobler 
resolution to die pro aria et foeis since Greece put 
on her armour to confront the Persian host, with 
the exception, perhaps, of the time when " the 
great Fleet invincible'* — the Armada — bore 
against devoted England " the stoutest hearts in 
Spain." Then, as Macaulay sings, 

" The bng1e*B note, the canaon's roar, 

The death'like silence broke ; 
And with one start and with one cry. 

The royal city woke. 
At once on all her stately gates 

Arose the answering fires ; 
At once the wild alarum clashed 

From all her reeling spire^ : 
From all the batteries of the Tower 

Pealed lond the voice of fear ; 
And all the thousand masts of Thames 

Sent back a loader cheer ; 
And from the farthest woods was heard 

The rash of harrying feet, 
And the broad streams of pikes and flags 

Bashed down each roaring street." 

To descend to prosaic details, orders went forth 
for the assembly upon the coast of all the troops 
then in England. In addition to the Life and 
Horse Guards, and two Begiments of the Foot 
Guards (the Ooldstreams were in Egypt), there 
were eighteen Begiments of Cavalry and five Of 
Infantry, besides a few companies of ArtiUeiy. 
To augment this Force, recruiting was carried on 
with great vigour, and the Serjeants were not 
required to be too particular in their selection of 
the <juality of the food for powder. Several 
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Battalions of absent Begiments were created nnder 
what was called " the Additional Force Act." The 
War Office proclaimed the pardon of all deserters 
who should spontaneously rejoin their colours. 
The Militia was re-embodied; Volunteer associa- 
tions sprang up in London, and the example was 
eagerly followed in every town and county. 
Betired veterans who had fought at Quebec and 
Plassey, and faced the French at James Town, 
shouldered their crutches -and showed how fields 
were won. The whole country became one vast 
camp, and the drum and fife were heard from mom 
till night. Equally conspicuous were all the 
arrangements of the Board of Admiralty for the 
protection of the coast. Gun-boats were hastily 
constructed and equipped. Frigates were on the 
alert throughout the Channel, many going to 
within three miles of the French coast to watch 
the enemy. Armed sloops commanded by daring 
Officers dashed into the nooks and creeks, and cut 
out vessels at anchor. But amidst all this pre- 
paration for home defences, Great Britain did not 
neglect her duties abroad. Portugal having been 
invaded by Spain was compelled to make peace 
with her troublesome neighbour, and to close her 
ports against her ancient ally. France found an 
excuse for quarrel with the Lusitanians in their 
" separate " peace with Spain, and sent 30,000 
men across the Tagus, under General liUay. The 
small body of British troops which had been for 
some time in Portugal, defending the territory 
against Spain, was, of course, obliged to leave, 
and seek employment elsewhere: it could not 
stand against the Armies of France and Spain and 
Portugal combined. But our expulsion was not 
altogether unavenged. The fertile island of 
Madeira was vulnerable. It belonged to Portugal, 
and England lost no time in countering the hos- 
tility of the Peninsula by taking it into her hands. 

Ireland had become united to England by 
Act of Parliament in January, 1801, and her own 
independent Legislature was dissolved, but an 
unquiet spirit was still floating in the island, ren- 
dering the presence of a large body of troops 
continually necessary. 

Such was the state of affairs in the first two 
years of the nineteenth century. The following 
year witnessed the temporary cessation of hostili- 
ties with France. A treaty of peace had been 
negotiating for some time. It was equally desired 
on both sides the channel, but it wa^ difficult to 
agree about the terms. In October, 1801, the 
preliminaries had been settled; but it was not 
until March, 1802, that the ratification took place 
at Amiens. On the 27th of March the treaty was 
signed by the Plenipotentiaries of France, Spain, 
the Batavian Bepublic, and Great Britain. England 
ceded everything to the enemy excepting Trinidad 
and Ceylon. 



Leaving ISgypt, the troops were variously dis- 
tributed — some were sent to Gibraltar, some to 
Ireland or the West Indies, and others returned 
to England, where they were welcomed with 
acclaim. 

Necessary as it was to relieve the English ex- 
chequer after it had sustained for so many years 
the burthens of war, the people were not very 
clamorous for a reduction of the Forces. A feel- 
ing generally prevailed that the truce would not 
be of long duration. A state of peace was incon- 
sistent with the passion for glory which glowed in 
the bosoms of the Bepublican soldiery, and the 
ambitious schemes of the virtual head of the 
Government.. At any moment an infraction of 
the terms of the treaty might occur, and compel 
Great Britain again to take up arms. Oppor- 
tunity, therefore, was taken of the pause in 
hostilities to place the Army upon an efficient 
footihg, by careful recruiting, constant drills and 
parades, and the selection of distinguished Officers 
for the command of the different Divisions. 

The 42nd Highlandersj^hich had been almost 
decimated in its various encounters, received new 
colours soon after its return to Scotland, in De- 
cember, 1802. The colours were presented in 
the presence of Lieutenant-General Vyse, who 
commanded in North Britain. Taking the oppor- 
tunity of the presentation, the Lieutenant-General 
addressed the Corps in these words : 

" Colonel Dickson and gentlemen of the 42nd,— » 
Having the honour of commanding the Forces in 
North Britain, it would ill become my situation 
for me to be a silent spectator of this interesting 
ceremony. Brother soldiers of the 42nd Regi- 
ment, let me earnestly exhort you most sincerely 
to reflect on the invaluable deposit which is now 
committed to your protection, and which is ren- 
dered doubly sacred by the solemn benediction of 
the reverend minister of our holy faith. Bemem- 
ber that the standards which you have this day 
received are not only revered by an admiring 
world as the honourable monuments |md trophies 
of your former heroism, but are likewise regarded 
by a grateful country as the sacred pledges of that 
security which, under the protection of Heaven, 
it may expect from your future services. May 
you long, very long, live to enjoy that reputation 
and those honours which you have so highly and 
so justly merited ; may you long participate and 
share in all the blessings of that tranquillity and 
peace which your labours and your arms have 
restored to your native country ; but should the 
restless ambition of an envious and daring enemy 
again call you to the field, think then that you 
behold the spirit of those brave comrades who so 
nobly, in their country's cause, fell upon the plains 
of Egypt, hovering round these standards ; think 
Uiat you see the venerable shade of the immortal 
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AbercromLy leading you again to action, and 
pointing to that presumptuoas band whose arro- 
gance has been hambled, and whose vanity has 
been compelled by your intrepidity and courage 
to confess that no human Force has been '' invin- 
cible " against British valour, when directed by 
wisdom, conducted by discipline, and inspired by 
virtue." 

The ink was scarcely dry with which the Peace 
of Amiens was signed when Napoleon found a 
new pretext for quarrel with England, in her re- 
fusal to evacuate Malta. A correspondence began 
a few months after the Treaty, in which the tone 
assumed by the French Oonsnl was of. so offensive 
a character that the Elng sent a message to Par- 
liament in March, 1803, intimating the proba- 
bility of a renewal of hostilities, and calling for 
fresh powers and pecuniary appliances. In the 
following May war had been formaUy declared, 
Lord Whitworth, the British Ambassador at Paris, 
received his passports, and Napoleon renewed his 
preparations for the invasion of England. Bills 
immediately passed for the formation of an Army 
of Reserve and a levy en masse, , 

And now again was heard the din of prepara- 
tion for stout resistance. There seemed no kind 
of doubt that Napoleon was in earnest, and, if 
the Fleet of men-of-war which were to convoy the 
invading Armada should not be intercepted and 
annihilated, one hundred thousand men would be 
launched upon our shores to ravage and destroy^ 
Fortunately, there was a considerable force of 
Infantry and Cavalry in England in 1803, and it 
was so disposed that at any point the enemy would 
have experienced a certain amount of resistance. 
But troops could not be moved in those days with 
the rapidity which characterises the modem rail* 
way system of transport ; and there was a fear 
that the spot chosen for the hostile landing might 
have been insufficiently protected. Napoleon did 
not care, however, to disembark the whole force 
on one part of the coast. His object, as he after- 
wards declared, was not so much to convert 
England into a French province as to create just 
as much alarm throughout the country as should 
interrupt trade, damage finance, and paralyse 
manufacture. 

The landing of a part of the armament would 
have created a panic as readily as the appearance 
of the whole ; consequently, it was of the highest 
importance that every foot of the shore where 
boats could approach should be strictly guarded. 
The Volunteers, which had been raised in 1801 
and previously, now re-assembled in greater 
force than ever, and presented an excellent 
appearance. The Yeomanry and Militia were 
foremost to display their seal. Gentlemen and 
noblemen of property xaised Corps on their own 



estates, and the city people unlocked their coffers 
to encourage Military effort The King took an 
active interest in all these loyal demonstrations, 
and held reviews in Hyde Park of such Corps as 
were either formed in London, or marched thither 
from the country to manifest their patriotic devo« 
tion in the hour of periL On the 26th of October 
the King reviewed twenty-dx Regiments, com- 
prising 12,400 men, and on the 28th as many as 
thirty-five more Beginionts» comprehending some 
14J00— a grand total of over 27,000 national 
soldiers. The King was particularly pleased with 
their appearance, and desired the Duke of York to 
make known his approbation. The Duke published 
the following Order : 

** Bxa Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief 
has received the King's commands to convey to the 
several Volunteer and Associated Corps which were 
reviewed in Hyde Park on the 26th and 28th inst. 
His Majesty's entire approbation of their appear- 
ance, which has equalled His Majesty's highest 
expectations. His Majesty perceives with heart- 
felt satisfaction that the spirit of loyalty and 
patriotism, on which the system of the armed 
Volunteers throughout the Kingdom was originally 
founded, has risen with the exigencies of the 
times, and at this moment forms such a bulwark 
to the Constitution and liberties of the coimtry as 
will enable us, under the protection of Providence, 
to bid defiance to tiie unprovoked malice of our 
enemies, and to hurl back with becoming indigna- 
tion the threats which they have presumed to vent 
against our independence, and even our existenoe, 
as a nation. 

" His Majesty has observed with peculiar plea- 
sure that amongst the unprecedented exertions 
which the present circumstances of the country 
have called forth, those of the capital of lus United 
Kingdom have been eminentiy conspicuous ; the 
appearance of its numerous and well-regulated 
Volunteer Corps which were reviewed on the 26tb 
and 28th inst. indicates a degree of attention and 
emulation, both in Officers and men, which can 
only proceed from a deep sense of the important 
objects for which they have enrolled theniselves ; 
a just estimate of the blessings we have so long 
enjoyed, and a firm and manly determination to 
defend them like Britons, and transmit them on- 
impaired to our posterity. 

« The Commander-in-Chief has the highest satis- 
faction in discharging lus duty by communicating 
these His Majesty's most gracious sentiments, and 
requests that the Commanding Officers will haw 
recourse to the readiest means of making the same 
known to their respective Corps. 

" Fbsdebiok, Commander-in-Chief.'' 

It was not to be supposed that while all the 
rest of the King's subjects were manifeeting so 
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maoh ardour in defence of the throne and the in- 
Btitations of the ooantry, the heir apparent, the 
first subject of the realm, would be indifferent to 
the calls of duty. To his honour, the Prince of 
Wales made a strenuous effort to obtain a com- 
mand suited to his exalted rank. But the King 
refused to gratify his wishes. The correspondence 
which took place in reference to that matter 
possesses so lively an interest for Englishmen, 
whether considered in its Military, its political, or 
its personal relations, that we cannot forbear to 
transfer it to these pages in all its original 
integrity. 

BOYAL OOREESPONDENOB. 



** To the Bight Hon. Henry Addington, 
** Sec^tary of State, kc. 

"Carlton House, July 18, 1803. 

<(gir^ — ^The subject on which I address you 
presses so heavily on my mind, and daily acquires 
such additional importance, that, notwithstanding 
my wish to avoid any interference with the dispo- 
sition made by His Majesty's Ministers, I find it 
impossible to withhold or delay an explicit state- 
ment of my feelings, to which I would direct 
your most serious consideration. 

" When it was officially communicated to Par- 
Hament that the avowed object of the enemy was 
a descent on our kingdoms, the question became 
80 obvious, that the circumstances of the times 
required the Toluntary tender of personal services ; 
when Parliament, in consequence of this represen- 
tation, agreed to extraordinary measures for the 
defence of these realms alone, it was evident the 
danger was not believed dubious or remote. 

" Animated by the same spirit which pervaded 
the nation at large, conscious of the duties which 
I owed to His Majesty and the country, I seized 
the earliest opportunity to express my desire of 
undertaking the responsibility of a Military com- 
mand. I neither did, nor do, presume on sup- 
posed talents as entitling me to such an appoint- 
ment. I am aware I do not possess the experience 
of actual warfare ; at the same time I cannot 
regard myself as totally unqualified or deficient 
in Military science, since I have long made the 
Service my particnlar study. My chief preten- 
sions were founded on a sense of those advantages 
which my example might produce to the State by 
exciting the loyal energies of the nation, and a 
knowledge of those expectations which the public 
had a right to form as to the personal exertions 
of their Princes at a moment like the present. 
The more elevated my situation, in so much the 
efforts of zeal became necessarily greater, and I 
confess that if duty had not been so paramount^ 
a reflection on the splendid achievements of my 
{Ncedeoesaon would have ozcited io me the spirit 



of emulation ; when, however, in addition to such 
recollections, the nature of the contest in which 
we are about to engage was impressed on my con- 
sideration, I should, indeed, have been devoid of 
every virtuous sentiment if I felt no reluctance in 
remaining a passive spectator of armaments which 
have for their object the yeiy existence of the 
British empire. Thus was I influenced to make 
my offer of service, and I did imagine that His 
Majesty's Ministers would have attached to it 
more ^ue. But when I find that, from some 
unknown cause, my appointment seems to remain 
so long undetermined, .when I feel mjrself exposed 
to the obloquy of being regarded by the country 
as passing my time indifferent to the events which 
menace, and insensible to the call of patriotism, 
much more of glory, it then behoves me to examine 
my rights, and to remind His Majesty's Ministers 
that the daim which I have advanced is strictly 
constitutional and justified by precedent, and that, 
in the present situation of Europe, to deny my 
exercising it is fatal to my own immediate honour 
and the fature interests of the Grown. 

" I can never forget that I have certain obliga- 
tions imposed on me by my birth, and that I 
should ever show myself foremost in contributing 
to the preservation of the country. The time is 
arrived when I may prove myself sensible of the 
duties of my situation, and of evincing my devo- 
tion to that Sovereign who, by nature as well aa 
public worth, commands my most affectionate 
attachment. 

" I repeat that I should be sorry to embarrass 
the Government at any time, most particularly at 
such a crisis ; but, since no event in my future 
life can compensate me for the misfortune of not 
participating in the honours and dangers which 
await the brave men destined to oppose an 
invading enemy, I cannot forego the earnest 
renewal of my application. All I solicit is a more 
ostensible situation than that in which I am at 
present placed ; for, situated as I am as a mere 
Colonel of a Begiment, the Major- General com- 
manding the Brigade of which such a Begiment 
must form a part^ would justly expect and receive 
the full credit of pre-arrangement and suocesaf ul 
enterprise. 

^* I remain, Sir, 

" Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) « G., P." 



" July 26th, 1803. 

''A week has now elapsed since the Prince of 
Wales transmitted to I^ Addington a letter on 
a subject of the highest importance ; though he 
cannot anticipate a refusal to so reasonable a 
demand, he must still express some surprise that 
I a communication of such a nature should have 
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remained 80 long tmansweTed. When tlie Prince 
of Wales desired to be placed in a situation wbieb 
might enable him to show to the people of 
England the example of zeal, fidelity, and devo- 
tion to his Sovereign, he naturally thought that 
he was only fulfilling his appropriate duty as the 
first subject of the realm, in which, as it has 
pleased Providence to cause him to have been 
bom, so he is determined to maintain himself by all 
those honourable exertions which the exigencies 
of these critical times peculiarly demand. The 
motives of his conduct cannot be misconceived or 
misrepresented. He has, at a moment when 
everything is at stake that is dear and sacred to 
him and to the nation, asked to be advanced in 
Military rank, because he may have his birth- 
right to fight for, the throne of his father to 
defend, the glory of the people of England to 
uphold, which is dearer to him than life, which 
has yet remained unsullied under the Princes of 
the House of Brunswick, and which he trusts 
will be transmitted pure and uncontaminated to 
the latest generations. Animated by such senti- 
ments, he has naturally desired to be placed in a 
situation where he can act according to the 
feelings of his heart and the dictates of his 
conscience. In making the offer, in again re- 
peating it, the Prince of Wales considers that he 
has only performed his duty to himself, to the 
State, to the Eang, to Europe, whose fate may be 
involved in the issue of this contest. If this 
tender of his services is rejected, he shall ever 
lament that all his efforts have been fruitless, and 
that he has been deprived of making those exer- 
tions which the circumstances of the Empire, his 
own inclinations, and his early and long attention 
to Military affairs, would have rendered so parti- 
cularly grateful to himself, and he trusts not 
entirely useless to the public." 



'* Downing street, July 27, 1803. 

** Upon receiving the letter with which Mr Ad- 
dington was last week honoured by the Prince of 
WflJes, he assured His Boyal Highness that it 
should be immediately placed before the King. 
This was accordingly done, and the letter is still 
in His Majesty's possession. A communication 
was afterwards made to His Boyal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, in a mode and through a channel 
which Mr Addington humbly hoped His Boyal 
Highness would approve. Mr Addington, however, 
now finds it to be incumbent on him, in conse- 
quence of the expectation which has been expressed 
by His Boyal Highness, to state that His Majesty, 
on being informed of the sentiments and wishes 
of the Prince of Wales, applauded, in the strongest 
manner, the feelings by which His Boyal Highness 
is actuated, bat referred^ nevertheless, to the 



answers which His Majesty had judged it neces- 
sary to return to similar representations which, 
in obedience to the commands of His Boyal High- 
ness, had been laid before His Majesty upon former 



occasions. 



»i 



*' Carlton House, July 28, 1808. 

" The Prince of Wales has received Mr Adding- 
ton's written communication of the last night. 
The Prince of Wales has only to observe that he 
requires Mr Addington to submit to ^HSa Majesty 
his last note, dated the 26th of this month." 



'' Downing street, July 28, 1808. (Half-past 

eleven p.m.) 

'< Mr Addington is just honoured with the com- 
mands of the Prince of Wales, and will not fail to 
lay His Boyal Highness's letter, dated the 26th 
of this month, before the King." 



*' Downing street, August 1. 

'* Sir,-— In obedience to the commands of your 
Boyal Highness, I laid before His Majesty the 
letter, dated 26th July, with which your Boyal 
Highness had honoured me, and I have it in com- 
mand from His Majesty to acquaint your Boyal 
Highness that ' the King had referred Mr Adding- 
ton to the order he had before given him, wiUi 
the addition — ^that the King's opinion being fixed, 
he desired that no further mention should be 
made to him upon the subject.' 

«I have the honour to be, with. Sir, every 
sentiment of respect and deference, 

**• Your Boyal Highness's 

** Most obedient^ humble servant^ 

(Signed) " H. Addingtoh." 



LBTTBB FBOM THE 



PBINOE or WALKS TO 
KING. 



'' Sir, — ^A correspondence has taken place be- 
tween Mr Addington and myself on a subject which 
deeply involves my honour and character. The 
answers which I have received from that gentle- 
man, the communication which he has made to 
the House of Oommons, leave me no hope but in 
an appeal to the justice of your Majesty. I make 
that appeal with confidence, because I feel that 
you are my natural advocate, and with the san- 
guine hope that the ears of an affectionate father 
may still be opened to the supplications of a 
dutiful son. I ask to be allowed to display the 
best energies of my character, to shed the last 
drop of my blood in support of your Maje8ty*8 
person, crown, and dignity ; for this is not a war 
for empire, glory, or dominion, bat for existence. 
In this contest Uie lowest and humblest of your 
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Ifajestj'fl Bnbjects liaye been called on ; it would 
therefore little become me, who am the first, and 
who stand at the very footstool of the throne, to 
remain a tame, an idle, and lifeless spectator of 
the mischiefs which threaten na, unconscioos of 
the dangers which snrronnd as, and indifferent to 
the consequences which may follow. Hanover is 
loet, England is menaced with invasion, Ireland is 
in rebellion, Europe is at the foot of France. At 
such a moment the Prince of Wales, yielding to 
none of your servants in seal and derotion, to 
none of your subjects in duty, to none of your 
children in tenderness and affection, presumes to 
approach and again to repeat those offers which 
he already made through your Majesty's Minister. 
A feeling of honest ambition, a sense of what I 
owe to myself and to my family, and, above all, 
the fear of nnking in the estimation of that gal- 
lant Army which may be the support of your 
Majesty's erown, and my best hope hereafter, com- 
mand me to persevere, and to assure your Majesty, 
with all hunulity and respect, that, conscious of 
the justice; of my claim, no human power can 
ever induce me to relinquish it. 

Allow me to say. Sir, that I am bound to adopt 
line of conduct by every motive dear to me 
as a man and sacred to me as a Prince. Ought I 
not to come forward in a moment of unexampled 
difficulty and danger ? Ought I not to share in 
the glory of victory when I have everything to 
lose by defeat ? The highest places in your Ma- 
jesty's Service are filled by the younger branches 
of the Boyal family ; to me alone no place is as- 
signed. I am not thought worthy to be the junior 
Major-(>eDeral of your Army. If I could submit 
in silence to such indignities I should, indeed, de- 
serve such treatment, and prove to the satisfaction 
of your enemies, and my own, that I am entirely 
incapable of those exertions which my birth and 
the circumstances of the times peculiarly call for. 
Standing so near the throne, when I am debased 
the cause of Royalty is wounded. I cannot sink 
in public opinion without the participation of 
your Majesty in my degradation. Therefore, 
every motive of private feeling and of public duty 
induce me to implore your Majesty to review your 
decision, and to place me in that position which 
my birth, the duties of my station, the example 
of my predecessors, and the expectations of the 
people of England, entitle me to claim. Should I 
be' disappointed in the hope which I have formed, 
should this last appeal to the justice of my Sove- 
reign and the affection of my father fail of suc- 
cess, I shall lament in silent submission his de- 
termination ; but Europe, the world, and posterity 
must judge between us. 

" I have done my duty ; my conscience acquits 
me ; my reason tells me that I was perfectly jus- 
tified in the request which I have made, because 



no reasonable arguments have ever been adduced in 
answer to my pretensions. The precedents in our 
history are in my favour ; but if they were not, 
the times in which we live, and especially the 
exigencies of the present moment, require us to 
become an example to our posterity. No other 
cause of refusal has (been X) or can be assigned, 
except that it was the will of your Majesty. To 
that will and pleasure I bow with every degree of 
humility and resignation, but I can never cease to 
complain of the severity which has been exercised 
against me, and of tiie injustice which I have 
suffered, till I cease to exist. I have the honour 
to subscribe myself with all possible devotion^ 

<« Your Majesty's most dutiful and 

** Affectionate son and subject, 

(Signed) "G., P. 

«« Brighton, August 6th." 



FBOM THB EINO. 

"Windsor, 7th August, 1803. 

" My dear Son, — ^Though I applaud your zeal 
and your spirit, of which, I trust, no one can sup- 
pose any of my family wanting ; yet considering 
the repeated declarations I have miade of my de- 
termination on your former applications to the 
same purpose, I have flattered myself to have 
heard no farther on the subject. Should the im- 
placable enemy so far succeed as to land, you will 
have an opportunity of showing your zeal at the 
head of your Begiment. It will be the duty of 
every man to stand forward on such an occasion ; 
and I shall certainly think it mine to set an 
example in defence of everything that is dear to 
me and to my people. 

'' I ever remain, my dear Son, 

" Your affectionate Father, 

(Signed) " G., B." 



FBOM THE PBINOB TO THE KING. 
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Brighthelmstone, 23rd August, 1803. 

" Sir, — ^I have delayed thus long an answer to 
the letter which your Majesty did me the honour 
to write from a wish to refer to a former corre- 
spondence which took place between us in the 
year 1798. Those letters were mislaid, and some 
days elapsed before I could discover them ; they 
have since been found. Allow me, then. Sir, to 
recall to your recollection the expressions you 
were graciously pleased to use, and which I once 
before took the liberty of reminding you of, when 
I solicited foreign serrice, upon my first coming 
into the Army. They were, Sir, that your 
Majesty did not then see the opportunity for it ; 
but if anything was to arise at home, ' I ought 
to be " first and foremost." ' There cannot l^ a 
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sixonger ezpresnon in the English langnage, or 
one more consonant to the feelings which ani- 
mate my heart. In this I agree most perfectly 
with yonr Majesty-—' I oaght to be " first 
and foremost." ' It is the place which my 
birth assigns me — ^which Europe— which the 
English nation expect me to fill — and which the 
former assnrances of your Majesty might naturally 
hare led me to hope I might occupy. After such 
a declaration, I could hardly expect to be told 
that my place was at the. head of a Begiment of 
Dragoons. 

'' I understand from your Majesty that it is your 
intention, Sir, in pursuance of that noble example 
which you have ever shown during the course of 
your reign, to place yourself at the head of the 
people of England. My next brother, the Duke' 
of York, commands the Army ; the younger 
branches of my family are either Generals or 
Lieutenant-Generals ; and I, who am the Prince 
of Wales, am to remain a Colonel of Dragoons. 
There is something so humiliating in the contrast, 
that those who are at a distance would either 
doubt the reality, or suppose that to be my fault 
which is only my misfortune. Who could imagine 
that I, who am the oldest Oolonel in the Service, 
had asked for the rank of a General Officer in the 
Army of the King, my father, and that it had 
been refused me I I am sorry, much more than 
soVry, to be obliged to break in upon your leisure, 
and to trespass thus a second time on the atten- 
tion of your Majesty ; but I have, Sir, an interest 
in my character more yaluable to me than the 
Throne, and dearer, far dearer, than life. I am 
called upon by that interest to persevere, and I 
pledge myself never to desist till I receive that 
satisfaction which the justice of my claim leads 
me to expect. In these unhappy times the world. 
Sir, examines the conduct of Princes with a 
jealous, a scrutinising, a malignant eye. No man 
is more aware than I am of the existence of such 
a disposition ; and no man is, therefore, more de- 
termined to place himself above all suspicion. 

** In desiring to be placed in a forward position 
I have performed one duty to the people of 
England ; I must now perform another, and 
humbly supplicate your Majesty to assign those 
reasons wluch have induced you to refuse a 
request which appears to me and to the world so 
reasonable and so rational. 

'' I must again repeat my concern that I am 
obliged to continue a correspondence which I fear 
is not so grateful to your Majesty as I could wish. 
I have examined my own heart — I am convinced 
of the justice of my cause,^ of the purity of my 
motives. Reason and honour forbid me to jrield ; 
where no reason is alleged I am justified in the 
conclusion that none can be given. In this 
candid exposition of the feelings which have 



agitated and depressed my wounded mind, I hope 
no expression has escaped me which can be con- 
strued to mean the slightest disrespect to your 
Majesty. I most solemnly disavow any such 
intention ; but the circumstances of the times ^- 
the danger of invasion — ^the appeal which has 
been made to all your subjects, oblige me to 
recollect what I owe to mine own honour and to 
my own character, and to state to your Majesty 
with plainness, truth, and candour, but with the 
submission of a subject and the duty of an affec- 
tionate son, the injuries under which I labour, 
which it is in the power of your Majesty alone at 
one moment to redress. 

** It is with the sentiments of the profoundest 
veneration and respect that I have the honour to 
subscribe myself 

''Your Majesty*s most dutiful and most 
<< Affectionate son and subject, 

(Signed) " G., P/* 



' " Brighton, October 2nd, 1803. 

" My dear Brother, — By the last night's 'Ga- 
zette,' which I have this moment received, I 
perceive that an extensive promotion has taken 
place in the Army, wherein my pretensions are 
not noticed ; a circumstance which, whatever may 
have happened upon other occasions, it is impos- 
sible for me to pass by at this momentous crisis 
without observation. 

" My standing in the Army, according to the 
most ordinary routine of promotion, had it been 
followed up, would have placed me either at the 
bottom of the list of Generals, or at the head of 
the list of Lieutenant-Generals. When the younger 
branches of my family are promoted to the highest 
Military situations, my Inrth, according to the 
distinctions usually coi^erred on it, should have 
placed me first on that list. I hope you know me 
too well to imagine that idle inactive rank is in 
my view,much less in the direction and patronage of 
the Military departments, an object which neither 
suits my place in the State, nor my inclinations ; 
but in a moment when the danger of the country is 
thought by Government so urgent as to call forth 
the energy of every man in its defence, I cuinot 
but feel myself degraded, both as a Prince and as 
a soldier, if I an^ not allowed to take a forward 
and distinguished part in the defence of the empire 
and crown, and of the glory, prosperity, and even 
existence of that people, in all wldch mine is the 
greatest stake. To be told I may display this 
zeal solely and simply^at the head of my Begiment 
is a degrading mockery. If that be the only situa- 
tion allotted me I shall certainly do my duty as 
others will ; but the considerations to which I 
have already alluded entitle me to expect, and 
bind me in ^"^^r^ way to require, a situation more 
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oonrespondent to the dignity of my own bharaoter, 
and to the pablic expectations. 

" It ia for the sake of tendering my services in 
a way more formal and official than I have before 
panned, that I address this to yon, my dear 
brother, as the Oommander-in-Chief, by whose 
counsels the Oonstitation presumes that Uie Mili- 
tary Department is administered. 

** If those who have the honour to advise His 
Majesty on this occasion shall deem my preten- 
sions among those of all the Boyal family to be 
the only ones fit to be rejected and disdained, I 
may at least hope, as a debt of justice and honour, 
to have it explained that I am laid by in virtue of 
that judgment, and not in consequence of any 
omission or want of energy on my part, kc, 

(Signed) "G., P. W. 

'' His Boyal Highness the Duke of Torl^ i&c." 



'' Horse Guards, Oct. 6 1803. 

" Dearest Brother, — Nothing but an extra- 
ordinary press of business would have prevented 
me from acknowledging sooner your letter of the 
2nd instant, which I received while at Oatlands 
on Monday evening. I trust that you are too 
well acquainted with my affection for you, which 
has existed since our most tender years, not to be 
assured of the satisfaction I have felt^ and ever 
must feel, in forwarding, when in my power, 
every desire or object of yours ; and, therefore, 
will believe how much I must regret the impos- 
sibility there is, upon the present occasion, of my 
executing your wishes of laying the representation 
contained in your letter before His Majesty. 
Suffer me, my dearest brother, as the only 
answer that I can properly give you, to recall to 
your memory what passed upon the same subject 
soon after His Majesty was graciously pleased to 
place me at the head of the Army ; and I have no 
doubt that, with your usual candour, you will your- 
self see the absolute necessity of my declining it. 

'' In the year 1795, upon a general promotion 
taking place, at your instance I delivered a letter 
from you to His Majesty, urging your pretensions to 
promotion in the Army : to which His Majesty was 
pleased to answer that, before he had appointed you 
to the command of the 10th Light Dragoons, he 
had caused it to be fully explained to you what lus 
sentiments were with respect to a Prince of Wales 
entering into the Army, and the public grounds 
upon which he could never admit of your con- 
sidering it as a profession, or of your being pro- 
moted in the Service. Aiid His Majesty at the 
same time added his positive command and 
injunctions to me never to mention this subject 
again to him, and to decline being the bearer of 
any application of the same nature should it be 
proposed to me^ which message I was, of course, | 



under the necessity of jlelivering to you, and have 
constantly made it the rule of my conduct ever 
sbce ; and, indeed, I have ever considered it as 
one of the greatest proofs of affection and con- 
sideration towards me, on the part of His Majesty, 
that he never allowed me to become a party in 
this business. 

" Having thus stated to you fairly and candidly 
what has passed, I must trust you will see that 
there can be no grounds for an apprehension ex- 
pressed in the latter part of your letter, that any 
slur can attach to your character as an Officer — par- 
ticularly as I recollect your mentioning to me your- 
self , on Uie day on which you received the notification 
of your appointment to the 10th Light Dragoons, 
the explanation and conditions attached to it by 
His Majesty ; and, therefore, surely you must be 
satisfied that your not being advanced in Military 
rank proceeds entirely from His Majesty's senti- 
ments respecting the high rank you hold in the 
State, and not from any impression unfavourable 
to you. 

<< Believe me ever, with the greatest truth, 

'* Dearest brother, 

" Your most affectionate brother, 

(Signed) " Fbsdsbioe, 

His Boyal Highness the Prince of W^les." 
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'* Brighton, October 9, 1808. 

*' My dear Brother, — ^I have taken two days to 
consider the contents of your letter of the 6th 
inst., in order to be as accurate as possible in my 
answer, which must account to you for its being 
longer perhaps than I intended, or I could have 
wished. I confide entirely in the personal kind- 
ness and affection expressed in your letter, and am, 
for that reason, the more unwilling to trouble you 
again on a painful subject, in which you are not 
free to act as your inclination would, I am sure, lead 
you. But, as it is not at all improbable that every 
part of this transaction may be pubUcly canvassed 
hereafter, it is, of the utmost importance to my 
honour, without which I can have no happiness, 
that my conduct in it shall be fairly represented 
and correctly understood. When I made a tender 
of my services to His Majesty's Mnisters, it was 
with a just and natural expectation that my offer 
would have been accepted in the way in which 
alone it could have ^been most beneficial to my 
country, or creditable to myself ; or, if that 
failed, that at least (in justice to me) the reasons 
for a refusal would have been distinctly stated ; so 
that the nation might be satisfied that nothing 
had been omitted on my part, and enabled to judge 
of the validity of the reasons assigned for such 
refusal. In the first instance, I was referred to 
His Majesty's will and pleasure ; and now I am 
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informed by your letter that, before 'he bad 
appointed me to the command of the 10th Light 
IXragoons, he had caused it to be fully explained 
to me what his sentiments were with respect to a 
Prince of Wales entering into the Army.' 

''It is impossible, my dear brother, that I 
should know all that passed between the King 
and you ; but I perfectly recollect the statement 
you made of the conversation you had had with 
ms Majesty, and which strictly corresponds with 
that in your letter now before me. But I must, 
at the same time, recall to your memory my 
positive denial at that time of any condition or 
stipulation having been made upon my first com- 
ing into the Army ; and I am in possession of full 
and complete documents, which prove that no 
terms whatever were then proposed, at least to 
me, whatever might have been the intention ; and 
the communications which I have found it neces- 
\ua7 subsequently to make, however disclaiming 
the existence of such a compromise at any period, 
as nothing could be more averse to my nature, or 
more remote from my mind. As to the conversa- 
tion you quote in 1796 (when the King was 
pleased to appoint me to succeed Sir William 
Pitt), I have not the most slight recoUection of 
its having taken place between us. My dear 
brother, if you date it right, you must be mistaken 
in your exact terms, or, at least, in the conclusion 
you draw from it ; for, in the intimacy and fami- 
liarity of private conversation, it is not at all 
likely that I should have remembered the com- 
munication you made me the year \)ef ore ; but 
that I should have acquiesced in or referred to a 
compromise which I never made, is utterly impos- 
sible. Neither in His Majesty's letter to me, nor 
in his correspondence with Mr Addington (of 
which you may not be fully informed), is there 
one word, or the most distant allusion to the con- 
dition stated in your letter ; and even if I had 
accepted the command of a Regiment on such 
terms, my acquiescence could only have relation 
to the ordinary situation of the country, and not 
to a case so completely out of all contemplation 
at that time, as the probable or projected 
invasion of this kingdom by a foreign Force suffi- 
cient to bring its safety into question. When the 
King is pleased to tell me, ' that should the enemy 
land he shall think it his duty to set an example 
in defence of the country ; ' that is, to expose the 
only life which, for {he public welfare, ought not 
to be hazarded, I respect and admire the princi- 
ples which dictate that resolution, and, as my 
heart glows with the same sentiments, I wish to 
partake in the same danger, that is, with dignity 
and effect. Wherever His Majesty appears as 
King he acts and commands ; you are Commander- 
in-Ohief, others of my family are high in Military 
station, and even by the last brevet a considerable 



number of junior Officers are put over me. In all 
these arrangements the Prince of Wales alone, 
whose interest in the event yields to none but that 
of the King, is disregarded, omitted — his services 
rejected. 80 that, in fact, he has no post or sta- 
tion whatsoever in a contest on which the fate of 
the crown and the kingdom may depend. I do 
not, my dear brother, wonder that, in the hurry 
of your present occupations, these considerations 
should have been overlooked ; they are now in 
your view, and I think cannot fail to make a due 
impression. As to the rest, with every degree of 
esteem possible for your judgment of what is due 
to a soldier's honour, I must be the guardian of 
mine to the utmost of my power, &c. &c. 

(Signed) "G., P. 

" His Boyal Highness the Duke of Tork." 



" Horse Guards, October 11. 

" My dear Brother, — ^I have this moment, upon 
my arrival in town, found your letter, and lose no 
time in answering that part of it which it appears 
to me highly necessary should be clearly under- 
stood. Indeed, my dear brother, you. must give 
me leave to repeat to you that, upon thd fullest 
consideration, I perfectly recollect your having 
yourself told me, at Carlton House, in the year 
1798, on the day on which you were informed of 
His Majesty's having acquiesced in your request 
of being appointed to the command of the 10th 
Begiment of Light Dragoons, of which Sir Wil* 
liam Pitt was then Colonel, the message and con- 
dition which was delivered to you from His 
Majesty, and which His Majesty repeated to me in 
the year 1795, as mentioned in my letter of 
Thursday last ; and I have the fullest reason to 
know that there are others to whom, at that time, 
you mentioned the same circumstance ; nor have 
I the least recollection of your having denied it to 
me when I delivered to you the King's answer, as 
I should certainly have felt it incumbent upon me 
to recall to your memory what you had told me 
yourself in the year 1793. No conversation what- 
ever passed between us, as you justly remark, in 
the year 1796, when Sir William Pitt was pro- 
moted to the King's Dragoon Guards, which was 
done in consequence of what was arranged in 
1793, upon your first appointment to the 10th 
Light Dragoons ; and I conceive that your men- 
tioning in your letter my having stated a con- 
versation to have passed between us in 1793, 
must have arisen from some misapprehension^ 
as I do not find thai year ever adverted to 
in my letter. I have thought it due to ns both, 
my dear brother, thus fuUy to reply to those 
parts of your letter in which you appear to have 
mistaken mine ; but, as I am totally unacquainted 
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with the correspondence which has taken place 
npon this subject, I most decline entering any 
further into it. 

^'I remain ever, my dearest brother, 

*' With the greatest truth, 

<«YouT most affectionate brother, 

(Signed) *^ Fsedebiok. 

To His Boyal Highness the 
" Prince of Wales." 



u 



"Brighton, October 12, 1803. 

*' My dear Brother, — ^By my replying to your 
letter of the 6th instant, which contained no 
sort of answer to mine of the 2nd, we have 
fallen into a reiy frivolous altercation upon a 
topic which is quite foreign to the present pur- 
pose ; indeed, the whole importance of it lies in a 
seeming contradiction in the statement of a fact 
which is unpleasant, even upon the idlest occasion. 

" I meant to assert that no previous condition 
to forego all pretensions to ulterior rank, under 
any circumstances, had been imposed upon me, or 
even submitted to me, in any shape whatsoever, 
on my first coming into the Service ; and, with as 
much confidence as can be used in maintaining a 
negative, I repeat that assertion. When I first 
became acquainted with His Majesty's purpose to 
withhold from me further advancement, it is im- 
possible to recollect : but that it was so early as 
the year 1793 I do not remember'; and if your 
expressions were less positive I should hesitate to 
believe ; but I certainly knew it, as you well know, 
in 1795, and possibly before. We were then en- 
gaged in war; therefore I could not think of 
resigning my Begiment if, under any circum- 
stances, I had been disposed to do it; but, in 
truth, my rank in the nation made Military rank, 
in ordinary times, a matter of little consequence, 
except to my own private feelings. This senti- 
ment I conveyed to you in my letter of the 2nd, 
saying expressly that mere idle, inactive rank was 
in no sort my object. 

**But, upon the prospect of an emergency, 
where the King was to take the field, and the 
spirit of every Briton was roused to exertion, the 
place which I occupy in the nation made it indis- 
pensable to demand a post correspondent to that 
place, and to the public expectation. This senti- 
ment, I have the happiness to be assured in a 
letter on this occasion, made a strong impression 
on the mind, and commanded the respect and 
admiration, of one very high in Government. The 
only purpose of this letter, my dear brother, is to 
explain, since that is necessary, that my former 
ones meant not to give you the trouble of inter- 
ceding as my advocate for mere rank in the Army. 
Urging further my other more important claims 



upon Gh>vemment would be vainly addressed to 
any person who can really think that a formal re- 
fusal of mere rank under circumstances so widely 
different, or the most express waving of such pre- 
tensions, if that had been the case, furnishes the 
slightest colour for the answer which I have re- 
ceived to the tender I have now made of my 
services. 

** Tour department, my dear brother, was meant, 
if I must repeat it, simply as a channel to convey 
that tender to Gbvernment, and to obtain either 
their attention to it, or an open avowal of their 
refusal, &o. 

(Signed) « G., P. 

" To His Boyal Highness the 
" Duke of York." 



*^ Horse Gnards, October 13. 

"Dear Brother, — ^I have received your letter 
this morning, and am sorry to find that you think 
that I have misconceived the meaning of your 
first letter, the whole tenor of which, and the 
Military promotion which gave rise to it, led me 
naturally to suppose your desire was that I should 
apply to His Majesty, in my official capacity, to 
give you Military rank, to which might be attached 
the idea of subsequent command. That I found 
myself under the necessity of declining, in obe- 
dience to His Majesty's pointed orders, as I ex- 
plained to you in my letter of the 6th instant ; 
but, from your letter of to-day, I am to under^ 
stand that your object is not Military rank, but 
that a post should be allotted to you, upon the 
present emergency, suitable to your situation in 
the State. This I conceive to be purely a political 
consideration, and, as such, totally out of my depart- 
ment ; and as *I have most carefully avoided, at 
all times and under any circumstances, ever inter- 
fering in any political points, I must hope that 
you will not call upon me to deviate from the 
principles by which I have been invariably 
governed* 

'' Believe me, my dear brother, 

*^ Tour most affectionate brother, 

(Signed) '' Fbkpbriok^ 

'* His Boyal Highness the 
"Prince of Wales." 



tt 



" 0arlto9 House, October 14. 
My dear Brother, — ^It cannot but be painful 
to me to be reduced to the necessity of further 
explanation on a subject which it was my earnest 
wish to have closed, and which was of so clear and 
distinct a nature as, in my humble judgment, to 
have precluded the possibility of either doubt or 
misunderstanding. 

8 
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'* Sorely tHere must be some Birange fatality to 
obecare my language in statement^ or leave me 
somewhat deficient in the powers of explanation, 
when it can lead your mind, my dear brother, to 
such a palpable misoonstraction (for far be it 
from me to fancy it wilful) of my meaning, as to 
suppose for a ^moment I had unconnected my 
object with efficient Military rank, and transferred 
it entirely to the view of a. political station, when 
you venture to tell me ' my object is not Military 
rank, but that a post should be allotted to me, 
upon the present emergency, suitable to my 
situation in the State/ Upon what ground you 
can hazard such an assertion, or upon what prin- 
ciples you can draw such an inference, I am 
utterly at a loss to determine. For I defy the 
most skilful logician, in torturing the English 
language, to apply with fairness such a construo- 
tion to any woH or phrase of mine contained in 
any one of the letters I have ever written on this, 
to me, most interesting subject. 

''I call upon you to re-peruse the corre- 
spondence. In' my letter of the 2nd instant, I 
told you unequivocedly that I hoped you knew me 
ioo well to imagine that idle, inactive rank was 
in my view, and that sentiment, I beg you care- 
fully to observe, I have in no instance whatever, 
for one single moment, relinquished or departed 
from. Giving, as I did, all the considerations of 
my heart to the delicacy and difficulties of your 
situation, nothing could have been more repug- 
nant to my thoughts or to my disposition than to 
have imposed upon you, my dear brother, either 
in your capacity as Oommander-in-Ohief , or in the 
near relationslup which subsists between us, the 
chance, much less the expectation, of causing you to 
risk any displeasure from His Majesty, by disobey- 
ing in any degree his commands, although they 
were even to militate against myself. But, with the 
impulse of my feelings towards you, and quickly 
conceiving what friendship and affection may be 
capable of, I did not, I own, think it entirely im- 
possible that you might, considering the magni- 
tude and importance which the object carries with 
it, have officially advanced my wishes, as a matter 
of propriety, to Military rank and subsequent 
command, through His Majesty's Ministers, for 
that direct purpose, especially when the honour 
of my character and my future fame in life were 
so deeply involved in the consideration. For, I 
must here emphatically again repeat, 'idle, in- 
active rank ' was never in my view, and that 
'lifilitary rank, with its consequent command, 
was never out of it.' Feeling how useless, as well 
as ungracious, controversy is upon every occasion, 
and knowing how fatally it operates on human 
friendship, I must entreat that our correspondence 
on this subject shidl cease here, for nothing could 
be more distressing to me than to prolong a topic 



on which, it is now dear to me^ my dear brother, 
that you and I can never agree, &a 

(Signed) *«G.,P. 

«' His Boyal Highness, the Duke of York." 



Oopy of a Letter from the Bight Hon. Henry 
Addington, dated Biohmond Park, October 2drd, 
1803: 

'' Sir,«-In consequence of some intelligence 
which has reached me, I am impelled, by a sense 
of duty to your Boyal Highness and to the public, 
to express an earnest and anxious hope that you 
may be induced to postpone your return to 
Brighton until I shall have had an opportunity of 
making further inquiries, and of stating the result 
of them to your Boyal ELighness. 

'*! have the honour to be, with the utmost 
deference and respect. Sir, 

'* Your Boyal Highness's 

" Faithful and most humble servant, 

"Hbnbt Addinqtok, 

** The Prince of Wales." 
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'' Oarlton House, October 24. 

Sir, — ^By your grounding your letter to me 
upon intelligence which has just reached you, I 
apprehend that you allude to information which 
leads you to expect some immediate attempt from 
the enemy. My wish to accommodate myself to 
anything which you represent as material to the 
public service would, of course, make me desirous 
to comply with your request ; but if there be 
reason to imagine that invasion will take place 
directly, I am bound, by the King's precise order, 
and by that honest zeal which is not allowed any 
fitter sphere for its action, to hasten instantly to 
my Begiment. If I leam that my oonstrncuon 
o'f the word ' intelligence ' be right, I must deem 
it necessary to repair to Brighton immediately, 
&c. &o. (Signed) " G., P. 

" Bight Hon, Henry Addington." 



The obstinacy with which the King refused to 
gratify the wish of the Prince of Wales was pro- 
bably founded upon a conviction of His Boyal 
Highness's incompetency to exercise responsible 
command in a great emergency. The Prince had 
had no Military experience, and it might have 
been hazardous to trust to the result of his some- 
what superficial studies, and a questionable apti- 
tude for soldierly pursuits when the enemy was 
on our shores. The Prince's pertinacity may not 
have been sdtogether free from some political 
motive. It was necessary to establish a claim to 
national admiration on the eve of an application 
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for large peconiory aocommodation. Happily, no 
cocasion arose for testing His Hoyal Higliness's 
professional attainments, eren at the head of his 
Begiment. 

No sooner had war with France and the Bata- 
vian Bepnblic been renewed than attacks were 
made on the distant possessions of both States. 
The islands of St Lucia and Tobago were takea 
from the former power, and Berbice, Demerara, 
and Surinam from the latter. On the Continent 
the French occupied Hanover, an appanage of the 
British Grown, as a guarantee for the evacuation 
of Malta by the English troops. 

Unconnected with the hostilities with France, 
but doubtless springing from a supposition that 
the time was opportune for disturbances, an 
alarming insurrection took place in Dublin. An 
immense multitude, instigated by Mr Bobert 
Emmett, attacked the carriage of Lord Eilwarden, 
one of the jadges, dragged him forth and butchered 
him, at the same time wounding his nephew, the 
BeverendT Mr Wolfe, who was with him. The 
2l6t North British Fusiliers, then quartered in 
Dublin, were engaged to suppress the riots. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Brown, the Commandant, was 
assassinated by the insurgents as he was proceed- 
ing to join the Corps, who, however, vigorously 
attacked and overpowered the multitude. The 
peaceful inhabitants of Dublin thanked the Segi- 
ment for the services it had rendered in suppress- 
ing the tumult. 

The year 1804 witnessed the elevation of 
Napoleon Bonaparte to the Imperial throne of 
France, which was followed by his assumption of 
the sovereignty of Italy. At his coronation as 
" King " he placed the iron crown of Charlemagne 
upon his head, and gave unusual emphasis to the 
formula of the coronation : Dieu me la donnS — 
gare a qui la touche ! 

The minatory attitude of the French knew 
neither relaxation nor abatemc'nt for two years 
subsequent to the rupture of the Treaty of 
Amiens. No descent was absolutely made, 
although Napoleon carried his preparations to 
such lengths that the troops were constantly 
practised in embarkation and disembarkation until 
Marshal Soult, who was to command ^* the Army 
of England, ' reported that one hundred thousand 
men with all their warlike appliances, could be 
put on board the flat-bottomed boats and trans- 
ports in seven or eight minutes. To attempt to 
move this Force without the convoy and protec- 
tion of men-of-war was out of the question, and 
these were not permitted to enter the Channel 
while Nelson, Collingwood, and Calder rode the 
seas. Meanwhile the drilling of the British 
Army went on with great vigour. A camp hav- 



ing been formed at Shomcli£Pe and placed under 
the command of Major-General John Moore, that 
able and energetic Officer introduced a system of 
Light Infantry drill, founded on his observation of 
the practice of the Continental and especially the 
French Armies, which went far to extinguish 

what he playfully called *'the d d eighteen 

manoduvres," introduced by Sir David Dundas.* 
The 4th Foot, the 52nd (the General's own Begi- 
ment, which the Eang had made "Light In- 
fantry ")» the 59th and 70th Foot, and the 95th 
Bifle Begiment, constituted the Brigade specially 
selected for the new drill, and they profited 
materially by the General's instructions. In fact 
his system, recommended by its freedom and 
simplicity of movement, was afterwards incorpo- 
rated in the Field Exercise Book for the entire 
Army. '' But," says the historian of the 52nd 
Light Infantry, the Bev. W. Leeke, " notwith- 
standing the unremitting attention that was paid 
to drill, every pains was taken to have the Brigade 
in the most ef&cient state to march against the 
enemy in the event of an invasion.f The heavy 
baggage was put into store at Gravesend, and the 
Officers were only permitted to retain in camp a 
small portmanteau each, and their beds. One 
b&t horse per company was provided for the 
Officers' baggage, and tents were to be carried 
with the Brigade in the proportion of one for 
thirty men. The Begiments were accustomed to 
parade in light service order, and Major-General 
Moore detailed very minutely what portion of 
necessaries each soldier was to carry. From the 
systematic arrangements which were adopted, the 
Brigade was expected to be formed in column (with 
haggage packed and tents struck), and the whole 
ready to move off in one hour after receiving the 
preparatory order for march." The 52nd had 
improved so much under this training that when 
the Duke of York reviewed the Brigade in August 

* Sir David DunrUs's m&nGauvreSf which formed part of 
his ' Principles of Military Movements chiefly Applicable 
to Infantry,* were borrowed largely from Soldem's * Ele- 
ments of Taotica for the Prussian Infantry ' and Gnidert's 
' Essai de Tactique,* both of which treatises found much fa« 
vour in the eyes of Frederic of Prussia. It was natural thafc 
an English Officer who, during his servioe in Germany, 
had wiinessed the advantages of the simplicity and 
generality of principle which were the distinguishing 
features of that successful soldier's system, should have 
BOQght to introduce them into the British Army, where, 
until 1792, no uniformity of practice had been observed. 

t Two Volunteer Corps having been raised on the Ken- 
tish coast under the auspices of the Right Hon. Mr Pitt^ 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, the distinguished Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer said one day to General Moore, in 
a half-patronising tone, " General, when the enemy land, 
where do you propose to place my Regiments? ** ** Do you 
see that hill, sir? *' replied Moore jocularly. **They can 
be stationed up there, whence they will obtain a good 
view of the battle, while my men are fighting on the 
beach below." Pitt took the retort in excellent part. 
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of the following year, he was bo well pleased with 
it that he recommended to the King that the pro- 
motion should be more extensive in the Oorps 
than had been nsnally granted. The same favour 
was extended to the 4th Foot. 

Major-Genei^ Moore did not wait veiy long for 
the reward his eminent services had earned. In 
the autumn of 1804 he was created a Knight of 
the Bath, and the Officers of the 52nd took that 
opporfcanity to testify their gratitude and respect 
by presenting him with a diamond star, valae 350 
guineas. As the Oolonel of the First Light In- 
fantry Begiment, he chose a Light Infantry soldier 
for one of the supporters of his coat of arms. The 
other was a Highlander. He selected the latter 
in gratitude to and commemoration of two sol- 
diers of the 92nd, who, in the action at Egmont- 
op-Zee, raised him from the ground when he was 
lying on his face wounded and stunned, and 
helped him out of the field. " 1 hope," said Sir 
John, in his letter to Lieutenant-Oolonel Napier, 
of Blackistone, who commanded the Begiment, 
" the 92nd will not have any objection (as I have 
commanded them, and as they rendered me such 
a service,) to my taking one of the Oorps as a 
supporter." 

A measure, as wise as it was merited by the 
soldier, was introduced during the momentous 
interval of preparation for such future contests as 
the turn of political events might render necessary. 
Down to 1805 the soldier, enlisted for unlimited 
service, could not claim his discharge, excepting 
by money payment, until he was unfitted for 
service by age and infirmity. It was now decreed 
that seventeen years should be the maximum of 
enforced service, with the gratification of a second 
bounty at the expiry of twelve years. By such 
acts' as these the Duke of York earned for him- 
self the enviable title of the " Soldiers' Friend." 
Not long afterwards he strengthened his right to 
the honourable appellation by founding the Boyal 
Military Asylum for the education of the children 
of soldiers. Three hundred and fifty boys are 
annually clothed, fed, housed, and educdtted, at an 
expense to the country' of eighteen thousand 
pounds. 

In 1805 the mai&rUH dt offensive warfare was 
augmented by the Introduction of a Tocket, 
invented by General Oongreve, for which he 
obtained a suitable reward. Notwithstanding the 
manifold improvements which have taken place in 
gunnery and missiles, the Oongreve rocket still 
remains a powerful weapon of warfare* 

The close of the year 1805 saw Great Britain 
at onoe mourning and rejoicing. *' Britannia,*' as 
one of the poetical writers of the time phrased it, 
'< smiled through her tears." 

Lord Nelson had failed after a diligent ohase 



to overtake or intercept the French Fleet which 
Napoleon had designed for the escort and proteo* 
tion of the Army equipped for the invasion of Eng- 
land. The dispersal of that particular Fleetf ell to Sir 
Bobert Oalder, who was cruising with a Squadron 
between Ferrol and Oorunna. In spite of the 
disparity of numbers, Oalder gave battle to the 
enemy. Two large Spanish men-of-war fell 
prizes to the EngUsh in the unequal contest. 
Unfavourable weather ensuing, the action was not 
renewed, and the enemy took the opportunity of 
escaping to Vigo. The nation had been so accus- 
tomed by Nelson to decisive Naval victories, that 
it was but half satisfied with Sir Bobert's partial 
success; but Nelson declared that he could not have 
done better — he even wrote to his brother, "I 
might not have done half so much with so small a 
Force." However, Nelson was not without com- 
pensation for his disappointment. Having returned 
temporarily to England, he was appointed to com- 
mand a Force destined to atta(^ the combined 
French and Spanish Fleets (nearly forty vessels 
strong), then blockaded by Admiral OoUingwood 
in Oadiz. Nelson joined Oollingwood, and for 
many anxious days they watched together the 
movements of the enemy. At length Admiral 
Villeneuve, who commanded, came out. Nelson 
confronted the foe off Oape Trafalgar on the 21st 
October, 1805,' and utterly annihilated their faculty 
of mischief. The decorations which he wore upon 
the quarter-deck of the Victory, his fiag-ship, 
however, made him a sure mark for the rifie of a 
French marine, and he fell in the execution of 
that duty which he had told the Fleet, by signal, 
England expected every man to fulfil. Never was 
hero more pathetically mourned by a grateful 
nation. He had rendered signal service in the 
various stages of his short but brilliant career, and 
received eveiy possible mark of his Sovereign's 
approbation. His remains were brought to Eng- 
land, and a public funeral upon a magnificent scale 
was decreed by Parliament, which at the same time 
voted a suitable monument in St Paul's OathedraL. 



CHAPTER XXIL 

Operttions In India— Welledey attacks Doondia Wangfa, 
the Freebooter— The Mahratta Oonfederaoy— General 
Lake defeats Perron and takes Allygbar— The Battle 
of Delhi— The Emperor released— The Battle of Lass- 
wane— General Weilesley meets Soindiah,itod overthrows 
bis Army at Assays and Argaam— The Siege of Bhort- 
pore— Lake raised to the Peersge. 

The years 1803-5 were scarcely less eventful 
in India than in England. 

Oolonel Weilesley, whom we left in charge of 
Seringapatam after the fall of Tippoo, was diverted 
for a idiort time from the business of Oiyil Govem- 
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ment in 1800 by the neoeflsiiyhe was under of pni- 
tingdown a predatoiychieftain,wbowasoommitting 
raTagesintbeooontiy. Freebooiing was a profitable 
trade in India early in tbe present oentiouy. The 
feebleness of the mral population, the imperfect 
protection afforded to tbe community by a scanty, 
ill-orgamsed police and a scattered Army, and 
the wealth of the upper classes, presented so many 
temptations to desperate men, who had never 
been trained to industrial pursuits. Among the 
prisoners released by Tippoo's fall was one Doondia> 
Waugh, a bandit of irreclaimable fierceness. The 
first use he made of his freedom was to collect 
about him a body of followers as unscrupulous 
as himself, and to commit extensive depredations 
upon the towns and villages of Mysore. The 
cessation of the war had left many free lances un- 
employed, and nothing offered them a finer field 
of profit than the plunder of unprotected dis- 
tricts. To put an end to these marauders, Oolonel 
Wellesley went after Doondia Waugh, with the 
19th and 23rd Light Dragoons, and a body of 
sepoys. His march lay through a country of a 
peculiarly difficult character. Jungles and hill 
forts intersected it in every direction. At length 
the Colonel overtook the freebooter at Conagull. 
Doondia had five thousand daring horsemen under 
his command. Oolonel Welledey, with a far 
inferior Force, gave him battle, and Doondia^ 
fighting desperately, fell in a charge made by the 
Light Dragoons. His child, four yean of age 
only, was discovered among the baggage after the 
fight, and Oolonel Wellesley humanely adopted 
him. The Oolonel theh returned to his post. 

Not long after this event a war began in India, 
which was destiiied to render the name of Wel- 
lesley immortal, even if no subsequent glories 
had occurred to' dim by comparison the lustre of 
his achievements in the East. 

After the destruction of the power of Tippoo 
and the Nizam, and the Nawab of the Oamatic, 
the Bajah of Tanjore, and others had become 
simple pensioners of the State, there only remained 
in India the Mahratta Princes— themselves aliens 
of the soil, who had assumed Boyal titles without 
laying aside the predatory characters under which 
they had acquired dominion and authority. At the 
heaid of these Ohief tains was the Peishwa — ^literally 
a guide or leader— the title of the last Prime Mini- 
ster of the Mahratta rSgime, His seat of govern- 
ment was the city (tf Poonah in the Deccan. Two 
Ohieftains'held territories under the Peishwa by 
the fief of the spear. Their names were Holkar 
and Dowlat Bao Scindiah. Both had, by the 
rapid fiights of fortune so common to the heroes 
of the East, run, within a few years, the whole 
gamut of crime and adventure, horn dependence 
to power. Bivals for the supremacy at Poonah, 
each sought to wrest from the other the prizes he 



had acquired from fortune. Both openly defied 
the Pebhwa — ^both assailed him with armed 
hosts. At length their mutual jealousy burst 
forth ; they turned upon each other, and Holkar 
fled before the victorious Cavalry of Scindiah, 
only to collect hordes of 'banditti for the renewal 
of tiie contest. The Marquis Wellesley saw that 
the whole country was about to become the scene 
of conflict, to the utter ruLi of all his projects for 
the advantage of the people and the stability of 
the GK)vemment. He therefore propoeed an 
alliance to Scindiah, with the view of in- 
ducing him to subsidise a British Force, 
break off all connection with the French, 
and submit his disputes with rival Powers 
to English arbitrament. Scindiah declined the 
arrangement. The Marquis then turned his 
attention to the Peishwa. Holkar had regained 
his position, and the Peishwa, now threatened by 
two rival factions, gladly closed with the English 
offer of protection. On the 81st December a 
treaty was signed at Bassein, which gave certain 
advantages to the English, conditionally that they 
placed the Peishwa in his due position in the 
Mahratta Oonfederacy. Scindiah at once formed 
an alliance with the Bajah of Berar, and the 
Forces of the two Ohiefs, amounting to 250,000 
men, officered in some measure by Frenchmen, 
hung on the English frontier. War was now de- 
clared, and a British Army took the fleld to drive 
them back and restore the Peishwa. In round 
numbers our Force amounted to about 50,000 
men. Ten thousand were under Major-General 
(late Oolonel) Arthur Wellesley ; eight .thousand 
three hundred under Oolonel Stevenson ; Oolonel 
Murray was in Quzerat with 7,350; Major* 
General Oampbell at Moodgal, near Hydrabad, 
commanded 4,000. Nearly 5,000 were assembled 
under Colonel Harcourt for the conquest of Out* 
tack, belonging to the Bajah of Berar. Oolonel 
Powell had 3,500 men collected near Allahabad 
for the invasion of Bundelcund ; General Lake, 
then Oommander-in-Ohief in India, had the 
''Grand Army " of 10,500 men under his orders, 
and Divisions of a few hundred men each were 
stationed in different parts of the threatened 
country. It is needless to say that by far the 
greater portion of this large Force was composed of 
the Native and European troops of the East India 
Oompany, but nearly each separate Division had 
a quota of King's Begiments atts^hed to it, for 
they were the appui of the General, and the 
example to the sepoys. 

General Lake commenced operations at the end 
of August, 1803. It was important that a blow 
should be struck at the Mahrattas before the cold 
season should admit of their crossing the Ner* 
budda into Hindoostan. The GeneraJ therefore 
advanced against the principal strongholds of the 
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enemy in Upper India. Bcindiah had a well- 
appointed body of troops in that qaarter, com- 
manded by a French Officer named Perron, who 
had brought them into a good state of discipline. 
Lake met him beneath the walls of the fortress 
of AUyghur, and defeated him on the 29th of 
Augast. This opened the way to the siege of the 
fort itself. Allyghar was of very great strength, 
and it was computed by the Engineer and Artil- 
lery Officers that it would require at least a month 
to reduce it after the usual fdrm. As this pro- 
cess would have caused delay, and have afforded 
Perron the means of recruiting his strength by 
the accession of a legion of Mahrattas, Qen. Lake 
resolved to blow open the gate of the fort at once, 
for he calculated that the loss in that operation 
could not be heavier than that which would be 
sustained in the trenches and the escalade. On 
the 3rd of September he approached the fort, 
raised two batteries, of four eighteen-pounders 
each, to cover the storming party, and early 
on the following morning caused the gate to 
be blown open. In rushed the chosen column. 
Four companies of the gallant 76th led the way, 
followed by two Battalions and a half of sepoys. 
The French and Mahrattas made a fierce resist- 
ance. Oaptain Bonald Cameron and four Lieu- 
tenants fell in the attack ; our loss in killed and 
wounded exceeded two hundred and sixty men and 
Officers. But the result justified the daring 
assault. The fort was captured, and the British 
ensign floated from its walls. General Lake spent 
three days only in repairing the gate, seeing to his 
wounded and prisoners, and then moved up to 
Delhi with 4,500 of his little Army. Here he 
encountered M. Louis Bourguien with 13,000 In- 
fantry and 6,000 Cavalry. Numbers were of no 
account in the presence of the intrepid little 
British band. The enemy, impatient for its annihi- 
lation, had left his entrenchments and crossed the 
river with sixty-eight pieces of cannon, which he 
placed in position. A bayonet charge drove the 
gunners frpm their posts. " Such a fire of cannon 
had seldom, if ever, been seen," wrote Lake to 
the Marquis of Wellesley ; yet the Infantry 
marched up to within 100 yards of the belching 
iron without taking their firelocks from their 
shoulders, then halted, delivered a volley, and 
dosed with the Artillery. The Mahrattas turned 
and fled. Opening their ranks, the Infantry let 
the Cavalry, the 29th Light Dragoons, pass through 
with their "gallopper guns,"' and cut up the 
fugitives. There was many a hand-to-hand en-* 
counter, for the Mahrattas plumed themselves on 
their swordsmanship, but the tulwar was ineffec- 
tive when crossed with the broadsword. Delhi 
fell. Its former master, the Great Mogul, Shah 
Alum, had been a prisoner in the haxxds of the 
Mahrattas since 1771. By itscaptore he was released 



and nominally restored to his throne, to become 
the pensioner of the humane and generou9 East 
India Company. Finding that many European 
Officers were in Scindiah's service. General Lake 
published a proclamation offering pensions and 
rewards to all who should quit their colours and 
go over to the British. A good many accepted 
the tempting offer, and with them came sundry 
Corps of Meywattees — a people occupying the 
country between Delhi and Agra. After placing 
Delhi in a posture of defence. Lake advanced to 
Agra on the 24th September. At Muttra he 
found Colonel Vandeleur with a number of priso* 
ners of war who had surrendered to his detach- 
ment. They had been sent under French com- 
mand to reinforce Perron at AUyghur, and were 
intercepted. Before Agra there was another 
fight, then a siege of short duration, and Agra 
capitulated. An enormous amount of treasure 
was found within the fort ; it became prize to 
the Army, and was at once distributed. Scin- 
diah, hearing of the disaster which had befallen 
his arms, sent forward numerous Battalions to get 
into General Lake's rear, and sei2e the first favour- 
able opportunity for recovering Delhi. By forced 
night marches of twenty-five miles — severe work 
for troops in India — Lake came up with the 
enemy's Battalions, about 14,000 strong, supported 
by seventy-two pieces of artillery, near the village 
of Lasswarie. Their guns were placed in double 
lines in front o^ the front line, the rear guns in 
rear of the intervals of the front line. As usual, 
the attack was begun by the Artillery. The rem- 
nant of the 76th bore the cannonade, then rushed 
at the guns, and, followed by the sepoys, took all 
but one gun. The Artillerymen stood to the last. 
The enemy's line was now exposed to the Cavalry, 
who dashed through, reformed, and charged back- 
wards three or four times. *' The Deccan Invin- 
cibles," as the fiower of Scindiah's Army was called, 
fought with incredible valour. They numbered 
seventeen Battalions, and were all well appointed. 
But they were not competent to withstand the 
charges of the British Infantry and the bravd 
sepoys, who followed in the wake of the Dragoons 
and the 76th, although they were as two to one 
of oar troops. It was on the 31st of October 
that the battle of Lasswarie was fought, crushing 
the power of Scindiah. in the North- West, and 
conferring immortal fame on General Lake, for 
whose services the Peerage was not considered too 
lavish a recompense. The British loss at Lass- 
warie amounted in killed and wounded to 824 
Officers and men of all arms. The brave 76th, 
attenuated as it was, alone lost 213. General 
Lake declared that he had never been in so severe 
a business in his life, and, he added, " I pray to 
God I never may be in such a situation again. 
Scindiah's Army is better appointed than ours— 
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no expense u spared wbatever — ^they have three 
times the number of men to a gan that we have." 
** Had we been beaten by these Brigades the con- 
sequences must have been dreadful. These fellows 
fought like devils, or, rather, heroes." In another 
letter he said, " There ought always to be one 
European Battalion to four native ones — this is the 
least that I think necessary. I have seen a great 
deal of these people lately, and am quite convinced 
that without King's troops very little is to be 
expected." The native troops, who did not know 
Lake's private opinion of them, were veiy proud 
of such a leader, and for many a long year after, 
in the villages to which they were enabled to retue 
in peace upon their pensions, they loved to talk of 
their old Oommander lAk^ as they called him. 
This tendency was happily illustrated in a ballad 
poem written by a Bengal civilian (Sir G. F. 
Harvey, we believe), supposed to be the song of a 
garrulous old Subadar. A dozen verses of the 
spirit-stirring ballad will not discredit our pages : 



<fl 



Bat Agra, Delhi, AUyghnr, and Coel*8 deeds were vain, 
Withoat the orowning battle strife upon Lasawarie's 

plain; 
The flower of Soindiah'a ehindry, *Th* Invinoible 

Brigade,' 
To make one furious straggle je^ were for the strife 

arrayed. 

''Upon onr rear they hnng^ and watdh'd onr gallant chief's 

anecesa, 
In hopes some chanoe of war might rise, their bold 

deaigna to bleea ; 
The royal oity we had won they hnnger'd to retake : 
Thev litUe knew the prompt resolve, the active mind of 

Lake. 

<( < To horse ! to horae 1 ' the tmmpet sounds, and forth at 
dead of night, 
The General led onr brave Dragoons to hnrty on the 

fight; 

Fall fire-and-twenty miles are sped, and lo I in front 

appears, 
All bright beneath the Day Qod's smile, the gleam of 

hostile spears. 

*' Onr Infantry wonld hardly reach the field tiU mid-day 
hoar; 

The foe were in retreat^ and then would be beyond onr 
power. 

Upon their hosts onr leader threw one brief and search- 
ing glance ; 

' They ahall not banlk na, then,' he said. * Ho I trumpets^ 
sonnd th' advance.' 

^ Then ponred the leaden tempeat's wrath athwart thai 

fearleea band, 
Till, 'mid their myriad foes, at last, they stmggled 

hand to hand ; 
Then, levin like, the sabres flaah'd, the blows fell fast 

and anre, 
And, foremoat fighting, fell In death their leader, 

Yandeleur. 

** Thrice through the might of Scindiah's boat their dread- 
ful path they clove, 
And thrice on either hand, the foe^ confused and seat* 
ter'd, drove ; 



*Bat ever as onr Squadrons wheeled, the hostile cannon 

roar'd, 
Aa 'mid onr ranka the blighting storm of ahot and grape 
they ponred. 

''Thna atrnggled on the heady fight from mom till blaze 

of noon, 
The Infantry, t' inanre snoceaa, were now indeed ' a 

boon'; 
Bat aoon, nncheck'd by toil and heat^ through many a 

weary mile, 
AU eager for the fray, before onr gladden'd gaae they 

file. 

*^ The breathing, ahort^ anapenaef al hour of pauae then 

qaickly ap^, 
Again the war roil'd onward through the dying and the 

dead; 
Then ateady to th' attack we moved, thick round our 

comradea fell, 
'Mid cannon flash and smoke, which aeem'd the gloom 

and glare of hell 4 

** While through the bloody carnage thus we held our 

ateady courae, 
Be-rallying from their late defeat, the bold Mahratta 

Horae . 
Bore threatening down upon onr flank, in pride of apear 

and targe, 
Till acatter'd, acathed, like chaff before the Brltiah 

whirlwind charge. 

*' Onr gallant chief their move to check onr Infantry had 

aeen. 
And Boon the Britiah Horae appeared to change the 

fight, I ween ; 
Three hearty oheera we greet them with, aa on onr 

flank they form, 
The aabre gleam, the mad hoof clang, aweeps on tho 

battle atorm. 

*^ Again the tmmpet aounda, amid the panaea of the din, 
And through the aerried maaa again their meteor path 

they win : 
And atill onr eager Foot Brigade preaa'd fast upon their 

track, 
As inch by inch, contested each, they hurl their foe- 
men back. 

** Thus foil'd in every point, and e'en unable to retreat, 
Hero Soindiah'a mighty maaaea met a laat and worat 

defeat, 
And far from dread Laaawarie'a plaina unacathed and 

living fled 
The buUL of hta Brigades ; lie there, the captive, dyings 

dead. 

** Yet atill, albeit their nnmbera vaat, 'twere honeat tmth 

to tell 
How in that bloody fight our foe fought aoldierly and 

well; 
Bat yet^ outnumbering ua ao far, and though ao atannch 

and brave, 
They lack the bonded brotherhood oiir Britiah Armlea 

have." 

Close to the race-course at Allyghur, on the 
eastern side, and at no great distance from the 
lines, is a cenotaph erected to the memoiy of the 
Officers of His Majesty's Seventy-sixth Foot who 
fell in the attack on the fort (from which the can- 
tonment has taken its name) and in the glorious 
victory of Lasswarie. The edifice consists of an 
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open dome, exteriorly about eighteen feet in aUi« 
tude, supported by eight Doric pillars, each of one 
piece of stone, but apparently more slender than 
the rales of the order prescribe. Beneath the 
dome, the front being level with the centre of the 
building, is a cenotaph of rather carious propor- 
tions. ■ The pedestal, instead of being a cube, 
exhibits a face five feet square, but a body only 
two and a half feet in thickness, and from the 
top of this rises an oblong pyramid, the height 
being equal to that of the base. In the front 
face of the cenotaph, which is to the south-east, 
is a large marble slab, four feet and a half high 
by three feet and a half broad, bearing the follow- 
ing inscription : 

TO THB MBMOBT OV THB UMDEBMEHTIOirED GALLAJTT 

OFFICBBB OF 

HIS majesty's seybnty-sixth beoihent of foot, 

Captain Sonaxd Cameron, 

lieatenant Michaei. Botlino Flemino, 

Lieutenant John Broww, 

Lleotenant and Adjutant Fiubdebick William St Auuir, 

Lieutenant Abthdb Cuthbert Campbell, 

Who were kUled dniinff the Assault, in which the stronff 
fortress of Allyg:hur, defended by a numerous and welf 
appointed Garrison, fell to the superior enov^ of British Taloor 
and Biitiflh spirit, on the 4th of September, A.D. 1S08 1 

ALSO, OP 

Lieatenant and Adjutant William Menth, 

Lieutenant Johh Henbt Hurd, 

OF HIS majesty's seventy-sixth BE0IMENTOFFOOT, 

Who loet their lives, nobly fightinf? in their oountry*8 cause, 
during the memorable yietory iUterward gained over the Arms 
of Dowlat Rao Sclndiah, near Lasswarie, in HindooBtan,by the 
British Forces under the command of 

General LAKE, 

On the 1st of November, A.D. 1803 1 

Tki» Jfomunen/iMU ErwUd by Meir BroHher Qfioen. 

Scarcely less important and decisive than the 
successes of General Lake in tbe North- West 
were the triumphs of General Wellesley in the 
Deccan-^the part of India which lies in the west 
and centre of Hindoostan, between the rivers 
Kistna and Nerbudda. 

Scindiah was personally in the field in that 
locality at the head of 10,500 disciplined troops, 
commanded by European Officers, the Bajah of 
Berar's Oontingent of Infantry, a large number of 
Mahratta matchlock men, and a well-appointed 
Artillery, exceeding one hundred guns. The vast 
bodies of Irregular Horse on the flanks and rear 
of this compact Force are said to have exceeded 
80,000 men. Scindiah was thus supported by at 
least 70,000 soldiers of all arms. Major-General 
Wellesley had not more than 10,000 men at his 
disposal, nearly one-half of whom were Irregular 
Oavalry who had been in the Mysore or Mah- 
ratta service ; but Colonel Stevenson's Division 
numbered 8,300 bayonets, and Wellesley had 
arranged to unite their Forces and meet Scindiah. 
The Army of the Mahratta Chieftain was en*- 



camped along the left bank of the river Eaitna, 
in a sort of delta, or peninsula, formed by the 
junction of that river with the Jooah, which ran 
in his rear. On the 2l8t of September, 1803, 
General Wellesley met Stevenson, and arranged 
their plan of attack. As the country between 
them and the enemy was hilly and much inter- 
sected with jungle, it was arranged that they 
should march in separate columns, and meet at a 
point contiguous to Scindiah's camp. But this 
project, feasible as it seemed, was frustrated by 
the nature of the ground. The General's column 
reached the rendezvous singly, and he beheld the 
enemy at his feet in an imposing attitude. 
Nothing daunted by the array of Force, the 
eagle eye of the General discerned that if he could 
get his little Army near the bifurcation of the two 
rivers he would not be flanked by tbem, and would 
be enabled to present a front defiant of the hordes 
opposed to him. With characteristic promptitude, 
this manceuvre, which writers have called the 
suggestion of genius, but which he would not 
allow was anything more than the dictate of 
common sense. General Wellesley marched his 
little Army down to the banks of the river, and, 
having discovered a fordable place, sent it across, 
and took up the very position he had designed. The 
moment his presence was discovered, Scindiah 
wheeled the whole of his Army back, so as exactly 
to cross the delta, with the hamlet of Bokerdun 
on his right, and the fortified village of Assaye ' 
on his left. The distance between the two rivers 
at this point was only one mile and a quarter, and 
here the fate of the confederacy was to be decided. 
The enemy placed his one hundred pieces of can- 
non in the front of his line. General Wellesley 
had not a quarter as many guns. With these ter- 
rible odds against him, the General, nevertheless, 
resolved on giving battle to the Mahratta Chief- 
tain. He feared that if he waited for Colonel 
Stevenson, Scindiah might move off and sUp 
through his fingers, and if he (Wellesley) re- 
treated, he would be attacked by clouds of Cavalry 
and destroyed. He, therefore, adopted a method 
which experience had taught him was the proper 
course with Native Armies ; he attacked at once, 
beginning with a 'cannonade, and then charging 
upon the Artillery of the enemy with the 74th 
and 78th Begiments and the sepoy Battalions. 
He thus broke the front line of Scindiah^B Army, 
and carried many of his guns. Advancing, he 
attacked the second line ; but, as in moring for- 
ward he came upon a wider expanse than his 
troops could occupy in line, his right flank was 
necessarily much exposed. The Mahrattas took 
advantage of this, and their Cavalry got into 
Wellesley's rear, and recovered some of the guns. 
The General instantly faced about with the 78th 
Highlanders, charged them, retook the guns, and 
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compelled tliem to retreat in great disorder. In 
tbe meantime, tbeir second Hne had been over- 
thrown by Oolonel Maxwell, of the 19th Light 
Dragoons, by a spirited charge, in which the gal- 
lant Colonel was killed. Dismayed by the sus- 
tained fury of the onslaught, the Mahrattas fled, 
leaving 1,200 men dead on the field of battle. 
They had fonr times that number wounded, and 
lost all their cannon. The English " butcher's 
bill " was very heavy. Six hundred and twenty- 
six of the little Force were slain, and fifteen hun- 
dred and eighty Officers and men were wounded. 

Allowing himself no breathing time, General 
Wellesley marched southward in a very few days 
after the battle of Assaye ; while Colonel Steven- 
son, who had joined him, moved upon Asseer- 
ghur and Burhampoor. The plan which, in the 
General's opinion, promised the greatest and most 
speedy success was to carry on offensive operations 
against the enemy's territories; but he feared that 
if the places belonging to the Nizam, and the 
palaces of the Peishwa at Poonah, were left un- 
protected they would fall an easy prey to Scindiah. 
" These people," he wrote, " will do nothing for 
themselves." When parting with Stevenson, 
General Wellesley gave him isome excellent 
advice : " Suppose that you determine to have a 
brush with the enemy, do not attack their 
positions, because they always take np such as are 
confoundedly strong and difficult of access, for 
which the banks of rivers afford them facilities. 
Do not remain in your own position, however 
strong it may be, or however well you may have 
entrenched it ; but when you shall hear that they 
are on the march to attack you, secure your baggagfr 
and move out of your camp. Tou will find them 
in the common disorder of march ; they will not 
have time to form, which, being but half -disciplined 
Troops, is necessary for them. At all events, you 
will have the advantage of making the attack on 
ground which they have not chosen for the battle ; 
a part of their Troops only will be engaged, and 
you will gain an easy victory."* 

Scindiah sought a truce after his defeat at 
Assaye, and with the perfidy common to the 
Native Princes failed to fulfil its conditions. Dis- 
regarding, therefore, the remonstrances and pro- 
testations of his ambassador, Major-General 



. * It was rare at any time that this diatiognisbed 
leader of Armies laid down principles of action suited to 
erery emergency. He had no ^* maxims " of war, for be 
knew that very slight eircnmstanoes would occasion a 
deviation from the *' best laid plana." He adapted himself 
to circumetanoeB in Europe as they arose, but in the 
instance of the Campaign in India he was enabled to 
suggest a certain course of action, because the chiefs 
adopted a uniform system of attack and defence. His 
despatches abound in useful praoti<»l suggestions, but 
there are not apophthegms enough in them to make a very 
small duodeoimo. 



Wellesley resolved, as soon as he could be joined 
by Stevenson, to teach him another lesson. 
Stevenson's division had done good service since 
they parted in September. He had taken both 
Burhampoor and Asseerghur, and by the end of 
November reached Partuly, where he met G^ieral 
Wellesley. 

Six miles from Partuly stood the village of 
Argaum, where the British Force was to have 
encamped. Here, however, General Wellesley 
found Sdndiah's Army drawn up in the plains in 
front of the village, apparently resolute to oppose 
his passage. With his accustomed vigour he at 
once attacked the enemy. As usual, they had a 
large number of guns, and the Cavalry came 
down in swarms pSle-tnSle upon the British Line. 
The cannonadd disturbed and demoralised the 
sepoys. Three Battalions — a large proportion of the 
General's Force— fled before the fire of the Artil- 
lery, and Squadrons of Persian Horse dashed at 
the 74th and 78th Begiments. But with on- 
fiinching courage the two Corps, or remnants of 
Corps, received their assailants at the point of the 
bayonet, and, charging in their turn, compelled 
the enemy to 'retire in disorder, leaving behind 
all his guns (thirty-eight in number) and his 
ammunition. Wellesley at once let loose the 
Dragoons upon the flying host, and they continued 
the pursuit by moonlight. *^ If we had had day- 
light an hour more not a man would have 
escaped" — so wrote General Wellesley to the 
Governor-General's Military Secretary. "We 
should have had that time if my Native Infantry 
had Qot been panic- struck and got into confusion 
when the cannonade commenced. Luckily, I 
happened to be at no great distance from them 
(when they turned), and I was able to rally them 
and re-establish the battle. If I had not been 
there, I am convinced we should have lost the 
day. But, as it was, so much time elapsed before 
I could form them again, that we had not daylight 
enough for everything that we should certainly 
have pexformed. The troops were under arms 
and I was on horseback from six in the morning 
until twelve at night." The fall of the fortress 
of Gawilghur in December brought the Berar 
Bajah ^n his knees, and Sk few days afterwards 
Scindiah, followed his example in suing for peace. 

The two following years were passed by Lord 
Lake in .the pursuit of Holkar. His Lordship 
took the fortress of Deeg and Itdd siege to Bhurt* 
pore, is b^th of which important operations he 
had the assistance of the 8th, 27th, and 29th 
Light Dr^ons, the 22nd, 65th, 75th. 76th, and 
86th Begiments of Foot. He failed at Bhurt- 
pore, after lour attempts to storm the breaches 
had been made. His siege equipment was de* 
fective, add the enemy having filled the ditch 
with water, it was extremely d^cult to scale the 
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wallB. On tlie last ooearion a bastion was at* 
tacked with 3,000 men, inolnding the whole 
Earopean Force. It was so veiy steep that the 
men drove their bayonets into the wall, one oyer 
another, and endeayoored by those steps to reach 
the summit. In vain. They wero knocked down 
by huge logs of wood and other missiles, hurled 
from the ramparts, and tortured by the fire from 
lihe adjoining bastion. Flaming packs of cotton, 
previoosly dipped in oil, followed by pots filled 
with gunpowder, burning roofs of native huts, 
composed of grass and bamboos, saturated with 
oil, and a variety of other devices, saluted the 
stormers. The Bajah of Bhurtpore and his reso- 
lute garrison derived confidence from the failure 
of Lord Lake's experiments, but the arrival of 
reinforcements of besiegers damped their courage, 
and the Bajah seized the opportunity of Lake's 
elevation to the peerage of complimenting him 
and seeking a truce. 

As further details of the Campaigns in India at 
the commencement of the century would carry 
us into a history of the East India 0ompany*8 
Army, which is from the purpose of these volumes, 
we must leave Lord Lake, and follow the course of 
events in Europe, whither General Wellesley bent 
his steps to receive the congratulations of the 
country and the Knighthood of the Bath. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley was not permitted to be 
idle very long. Within a few weeks he was 
placed in command of one of the Brigades on the 
Kentish coast. On being asked by a friend how 
he could bring himself to hold so trivial a post, he 
who had commanded an Army of forty thousand 
men in India, he characteristically replied, ''I 
have eaten the King's salt ; I am what we call in 
India a iniiwmikh toaUah (literally, salt fellow), and 
hold it my duty to go without hesitation, and with 
-cheerfulness, wherever and whenever my Sove- 
reign thinks proper to employ me." 

Lord Lake did not long survive to enjoy the 
honours he had justly earned. The toils of ser- 
vice told upon him soon after his return to Eng- 
land, and he died generally regretted. The Go- 
vernment, by Lord Gastlereagh, proposed that a 
pension of 2,0002. a-year should be granted to his 
heir with two remainders, to which the House of 
Commons gave its ready assent. A monument 
would have been voted to the memoiy of the dis- 
tinguished soldier had not Parliament laid it down 
as a principle that monuments, at the national 
expense, should only be decreed to the Generals 
and Admirals, and other superior 0£8cers, who 
fell in battle. Lord Howe was a remarkable ex- 
ception to the rule. The "glorious Rxst of 
June " had given him a special claim to posthu- 
mous distinotion. 



OHAPTEB Trsrm 

War with Spain^British AUiuioe with Bossia, Anrtria, 
and Sweden— Napoleon breaks np hU Camp at Boulogne 
— Troops sent to Hanover under Lord Cathoart and 
General Don—The Battle of Ansterlitz— Its Conse- 
qnenoes — ^Military Commission— Capture of the Oape 
of Good Hope— Iizpedition to Baenos Ayres— Massaore 
of the 69th at Vellore— Troops sent to Naples— They 
retire to Messina— Sir J. Stnart goes to Calabria— The 
Battle of Maidar— Mr Windham's Speech on the Victory. 

It had been arranged at the time when the 
hollow treaty was made at Amiens that Spain 
should remain neutral, and, therefore, the engage- 
ments she had entered into with France at St 
ndefonso in 1796 to supply that State with troops 
and ships of war in the event of their being 
required, was in practice respected. Treaties of 
peace, however, like Acts of Parliamenl^ are often 
so loosely drawn up, and subjected to so little of 
the public scrutiny and criticism, until they have 
become binding sheets of parchment, that advan- 
tage is often taken of ambiguous phrases to violate 
the spirit of the solemn covenant, while the letter 
is adhered to. Thus, Spain, though her Armies 
were kept in garrison, and the fleets in her har- 
bours, held it no departure from the conditions of 
her treaty to supply Napoleon with money. It 
was his policy to place the smaller nations of 
Europe in so humble a condition that, by a simple 
show of strength, he could extract from them, at 
any time, as much coin as he required for the 
vast necessities of his conquering Armies, and the 
internal improvement of France. Portugal, Hol- 
land, and the Hanse Towns, were in this form his 
obedient vassals, and the wealth of the Spanish 
Indies was similarly made contributory by a 
demonstration of a warlike character upon her 
frontier. This appeared to the British minister a 
violation of the spirit of the treaty, and instruc- 
tions were therefore given to the Navy to inter- 
cept the Spanish ships in the Atlantic, and appro- 
priate their cargoes. Such a step, of course, led 
to collisions, and collisions to formal declarations 
of war on both sides. Spain thenceforth openly 
espoused the cause of France, and England found 
herself under the necessity of entering into some 
arrangement witH the greatest Powers on the Con- 
tinent in order to procure the re-establishment of 
peace with the French Empire. 

Bussia was very willing to co-operate with Eng* 
land in the adoption of proceedings for compelling 
Napoleon to halt in his career of spoliation, and 
restore peace to distracted Europe. Nor were 
Sweden and Austria the less disposed to enter 
into concert with Great Britain for the same im- 
portant object. All these States viewed with alann 
the wonderful extension of power wrought by the 
" Oorsican Tyrant^'* in a space of less than ei^ht 
years, for France and himself. They therefore 
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ligreed to fonn a leagne and adopt the most 
prompt and efficacious means for restoring the 
equilibrium in Europe. Five hundred thousand 
men were to be placed in the field that the enemy 
might be compelled to evacuate Hanover and the 
North of Germany ; that the independence of the 
Bepublics of Holland and Switzerland might be 
restored ; that the King of Sardinia might be re- 
established in his authority in Piedmont ; Naples 
placed in a position of security ; and Italy, indud* 
ing the island of Elba, completely evacuated. 

To efPect all these objects without the effusion 
of more blood and treasure was dictated at once 
by policy as well as humanity, and negotiations 
were therefore set on foot with the French 
Minister, Talleyrand, to bring about the desired 
issue. Scarcely, however, had they commenced 
when the news reached Bussia of the extinction 
of the Genoese Bepublic, and the assumption of 
the crown of Italy by the Emperor of the French. 
The Emperor Alexander immediately recalled his 
ambassador, when he had reached Berlin on his 
way to Paris. Nevertheless, Austria continued 
io press her demands for the re-establishment of 
peace, in which she was earnestly sustained by 
England. Napoleon saw very clearly that if he 
did not destroy the combination that had been 
formed to place him in a very undesirable position, 
he would probably be compelled to yield to the 
heavy conditions the Powers exacted. He accord- 
ingly resolved to take time by the forelock. He 
pretended that Austria and Bussia were the mere 
instruments of England, and he denounced Eng- 
land as the interested disturber of the repose of 
the Continent, whom he was about to restrain by 
conquest and subjugation from all further inter- 
ference in concerns that could be far more satisfac- 
torily regulated and disposed of without her aid. 
But he deemed it the wiser thing to try his 
strength upon Austria in the first instance. Oom- 
pelled by the destruction of one part of his Fleet 
and the dispersal of another, he broke up the 
immense camp formed at Boulogne for the inva- 
sion of England, and advanced his Armies to the 
banks of the Bhine, whence he poured them into 
Austria. With incredible rapidity battle succeeded 
battle. Ulm capitulated, S garrison of 30,000 men 
lajdng down their arms, and filing before the proud 
conqueror. Napoleon then moved upon Vienna. 

Napoleon was, in all likelihood, glad of an 
excuse for abandoning his intended descent upon 
England. But while he was too astute a diplo- 
matist to declare his failure in the eyes of the 
world, he could not conceal the vexation which 
the policy of England had caused him. In his 
manifesto declaring war with Austria, he used the 
most insulting language towards Great Britain. 

" Let England," said he, " applaud herself for 
having at length found Allies ; let her rejoice 



that blood is about to flow orer the Oontiitent ; 
let her flatter herself that hm blood will be 
spared ; let her hope to find safety in the discords 
of other States ; her joy will be of short duration ; 
her hope will be vain, and the day is not far 
distant when the rights of nationa wiU be at 
length avenged. The Emperor, obliged to repel 
an unjust aggression, which he in vain exerted 
himself to prevent, has been obliged to suspend 
the execution of his first designs. He has with* 
drawn, from the borders of the ocean, those 
veteran bands so often victorious, and he marches 
at their head. He will not lay down his arms till 
he has obtained f uU and entire satisfaction and 
complete security, as well for his own dominions 
as those of his Allies." 

All this vapour and bravado was treated at the 
time as the ridiculous outburst of a feeble spite, 
and steps were taken without delay to give effect 
to the combination that had been formed. As the 
French Emperor had been obliged to evacuate 
Hanover, that the troops might be employed in 
the South of Germany, only 8,000 men remained 
in the territory under General Barbon. The 
opportunity seemed favourable for recovering the 
dominions of His Britannic Majesty in that direc- 
tion, as a prelude to further operations. The 
Allied Powers of Great Britain, Bussia, Austria, 
and Sweden had received some kind of assurance 
that Prussia, if she did not join them, would at 
least remain neutral, and that if a Military 
Power returned to disturb the tranquillity of 
Northern Germany she would oppose it by force. 

An Army of 25.000 Bussians was now shipped 
at Cronstadt on English transports, and sent to 
Stralsund in Swedish Pomerania. About the 
same time 18,000 Swedes arrived at the same 
place. To co-operate with this Force in any 
measures that might be adopted in the genersd 
interests of the Confederation, England contri- 
buted a Force of 13,000 men, consisting of 8,000 
of the German Hanoverian Brigade, tiben quar- 
tered in the United Kingdom, the Coldstream 
Guards, the 4th, 14th, 23rd, 28th, 95th, and 
other Begiments, the whole of which were placed 
under the command of Lord Cathcart. The 
larger portion of this Force embarked at Bams- 
gate with lieutenant-General Don at its head, 
and arrived at Bremen, in safety, on the 20th of 
November. It was received by the inhabitants 
with every mark of favour and delight. General 
Don took advantage of the good feeUng to publish 
a proclamation addressed to the inhabitants of the 
Electorate of Hanover, in which he declared that 
his object was to effect the evacuation of His 
Majesty's German States, an I to undertake theic 
defence against the common enemy. He added : 

" The well-known discipline of the troops undev 
my conmiand is to me the best assurance of their 
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good condact towards the sabjects of their lawfal 
SoYereign ; but, oontrary to my expectations, 
ehoold any well-grounded complaint be brought 
before me, I shall investigate its merits with 
impartiality, and remedy the same accordingly 
without delay." 

General Don further invited all persons to 
enter the Military Service, especially those who 
had previously belonged to the Hanoverian Army. 
This proclamation was followed by a friendly 
declaration from the King himself, in which His 
Majesty intimated that the Duke of Oambridge 
would shortly go over to administer the Military 
affairs of the country. 

Such was the posture of affairs when the intel- 
ligence burst upon the Allies that the Austrians 
and Bussians had experienced a terrible defeat at 
Austerlitz. The Austrian Empire was completely 
at the feet of the all-conquering Napoleon. The 
Armies assembled in the North at once broke up, 
and the British Contingent returned home to be 
prepared for any new emergencies that might 
arise out of the French Emperor's successes. 

Abuses and irregularities will creep into Military 
establishments in spite of the integrity and* good 
intentions of the heads of departments, and a 
state of war peculiarly favours those public mis- 
fortunes. Hence, there was much in the British 
Army in 1805 which needed correction and 
amendment, and justified close investigation. 
Early in May, therefore, a Oommission was formed 
under the authority of the King and Parliament, 
to inquire into every branch of the Military ad- 
ministration, and to suggest measures for their 
rectification. The persons composing the Oom- 
mission were selected with strict reference to 
their capacity. Generals Robert Abercromby, 
6tuart, Oakes, Beckwith, and Drinkwater were 
charged to go into the Military details ; questions 
of law were to be investigated by Messrs Cox (the 
Army agent) and Gumming, an eminent lawyer ; 
and to Messrs Peters and Bosanquet, wealthy and 
experienced merchants, was assigned the task of 
inquiring into the financial and comimssariat 
arrangements. 

The operations of the British Army were not 
of any great moment in 1805, but, such as they 
were, it accords with the veracity of the historian 
to assign them a record. And let it not be for- 
gotten that the 46th Foot made this year a gal- 
lalit defence at Dominica, where a huge French 
Force landed and burned the town of Boseau. 
Sir David Baird'a proceedings at the Oape of Good 
Hope were of more moment both in their imme- 
diate and ultimate results. 

The Oape of Good Hope had been restored to 
the Dutch under the Amiens treaty, but it was 
of far too much importance to England to be suf- 



fered to remain in their hands when ^ valid ex* 
cuse presented itself for taking it from them. 
Their aUianoe with France supplied that excuse, 
and an expedition, Naval and Military, was des- 
patched forthwith to obtain possession of the 
colony. Sir Home Popham commanded the 
Squadron, Sir David Baird headed the troops. 
Early in January, 1805, the expedition arrived. 
Lospard's Bay was selected as the most favourable 
place for a landing. The Batavian Light Troops 
occupied the hills overlooking the bay, and offered 
some opposition to the Highland Brigade, com- 
posed of the 71st, 72nd, and 9drd Begiments, 
under Brigadier-General Ferguson. But the 
heavy surf was a more destructive enemy than 
the Dutchmen. A boat was swamped as it neared 
the shore, and thirty-five brave fellows of the 
9drd found a watery grave. On the following 
day the remainder of the troops, consisting of the 
20th Light Dragoons, the 24th, 38th, 59th, and 
83rd B^^^ents, were landed, and the whole being 
formed into two Brigades, with two howitzers and 
six field pieces, mardied towards Oape Town. At 
Blamberg, near the Blue Mountains, the Batavian 
troops, 5,000 strong, were drawn up to receive 
the British. The Highland* Brigade made the 
first attack, and with so much spirit and determi- 
nation, that the enemy, after a feeble opposition 
with nineteen guns, gave way before the rest of 
the troops could take part in the action. They 
were followed, and in a few days surrendered. 
The Batavian colony then passed into the hands 
of the English, with whom it has since remained. 
Having disposed of the Dutch, Sir David Baxyd 
and Sir Home Popham considered it advisable to 
send a small Force across the Atlantic to attack 
the Spanish possessiona on the Bio de la Plata. 
Oommercially, the possession of Buenos Ayres, the 
principal city on the river, was a desideratum. 
Major-General William Oarr Beresford was selected 
to make the capture, and taking with him the 
71st Begiment, a few Dragoons, Boyal Marines 
and Artillery, convoyed^ by Sir Home Popham, he 
succeeded in the execution of his commission. 
Buenos Ayres surrendered on the 27th of June, 
1805, after very trifiing resistance, and was occu- 
pied by the 71st and the rest of the troops. Bub 
they were not destined to retain undisturbed posses- 
sion of the town: Early in August a stropg Spanish 
detachment, headed by a French Oolonel, formed 
a junction with one Pueridan, who had 1,500 
provincials under his conmiand, and attacked the 
English garrison from the tops of houses and other 
advantageous cover. The garrison worthily main- 
tained the character of British troops until, over- 
powered by superior numbers, they were obliged 
to yield, and were marched up the country as 
prisoners of war, after having been detained for 
some time in jails and other places of confinement 
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in the city. Sir Home Popham immediately 
sent iiitel%enoe to the Gape and England of the 
disaster that had befallen the expedition, which 
had been chiefly undertaken at his pressing sug- 
gestion, with the view of opening up fresh 
markets in Sonth America for English manafac-> 
tores, and in the meanwhile he blockaded the 
Bio de la Plata with his Squadron. Colonel 
Vassall, of the dSth, joined Pophson with a detach- 
ment from the Oape, and was encamped on the 
island of Maldonado until the beginning of 1806. 
On the 7th of January General Auchmuty, who 
had earned the distinction of the Order of the 
Bath by his conduct in Egypt, arriyed to take the 
command of the troops. Perceiving the necessity for 
immediate measures, he rapidly made up hismindto 
attack Monte Video, a dty which had been so well 
fortified by the Spaniards, who appreciated its 
importance, that it was called '* The Gibraltar of 
America." On the 18th of January he landed near 
the city with 4,800 men. The Spaniards attacked 
Sir Samuel with 6,000 men. He defeated them with 
considerable loss to the enemy in an action in 
which the 40th Foot was prominent for its valour. 
Monte Video bristled with cannon. No fewer than 
one hundred and sixty pieces were mounted on the 
walls. Sir Samuel Auchmuty was but badly 
provided with artilleiy. Belying on the daring of 
his troops, he conceived that if a breach dould be 
effected in any one part of the fortress, storming 
would do the rest. There was no time to lose. 
Beinforoements of 4,000 men and 24 guns were 
hastening to the Spaniards. Auchmuty managed 
to establish two or three batteries, and with these 
he contrived to make a gap in the waUs large 
enough to admit his Force, which consisted of 
the 38th, 40th, 47th, 87th, a body of Boyal 
Marines (who in 1804 had been divided into In- 
fantry and Artillery), and some detachments of 
Dragoons. No sooner had the breach been ren- 
dered practicable than the assault was made. The 
resistance was of the most stubborn nature. The 
British Field Officers Vassall, Brownrigg, Dal- 
rymple — names to be remembered — gallantly led 
the way ; Daliymple, a Major, was killed, Vassall 
and Brownrigg were severely wounded, and died 
on the following day. But the fort was carried. 
The Spaniards sustained a heavy loss. Six hundred 
brave men were stretched corpses on the ramparts, 
and upwards of 2,000 were made prisoners. 

The death of Colonel Vassall was bitterly 
deplored. He had won the affections of the 38th 
by a course of kindness which, so far from spoil- 
ing the men, had contributed to raise the Corps 
to a remarkably high state of discipline. So much 
was his memory venerated, that on the return of 
the Begiment to Ireland, a publican realised a 
little fortune by simply hoisting as his sign the 
efiigies of tiie Colonel, who had often led his 



Begiment to victory, and had always consulted 
its welfare and true interests; The '' Vassall 
Arms '* were not less celebrated as a hostelry than 
the best of the inns which rejoiced in the head of 
the " Marquis of Granby," of other days. 

After the fill of Monte Video, the Spaniards 
would have sent^ Major-General Beresford further 
up the country, had he not managed to escape and 
join Auohmuty's Army. He was not the obly 
Officer of the unfortunate garrison of Buenos 
Ayres who contrived to give the enemy the slip. 
One of them was charged with having broken his 
parole — a Military offence as great in the eyes of 
the Army to which he belonged as in that of the 
enemy. It was satisfactorily proved, however, 
that no parole had been given. 

Sir Samuel Auchmuty received the thanks of 
Parliament for the capture of Monte Video. It 
was precious balm to the wounded pride of the 
nation which had recently been made acquainted 
with the disaster at Buenos Ayres. Lord Castle- 
reagh moved the vote of thanks. He was fol« 
lowed by Mr Windham, and by Sir John Doyle, a 
good soldier, who had recently made his dehilt in 
Parliament, and who seized the occasion for com- 
plimenting the 87th Regiment. Mr Windham 
said: 

*' The circumstances that attended the capture 
of Monte Video called for particular notice. The 
fortress was strong beyond what had been calcu- 
lated. It was impossible men could be placed in 
a more trying position, attacking an almost un« 
discoverable breach, on which an immense 
quantity of fire had been brought to bear. These 
circumstances were of such a nature as to require 
all the high qualities of the troops which were 
the subject of the present panegyric. Thus, 
whether it was considered with respect to the 
value of the conquest, or the nature of the action 
by which it was gained, this glorious performance 
could not be too highly estimated. It was neces- 
sary, besides, to observe that the loss that had 
been sustained, heavy as it was, had -fallen chiefly, 
not on the wjiole Army, but on that part which 
was engaged in the storm. It was a loss on 
1,200 men, not on 4,000, and in proportion as 
the loss was greater so was the glory. It was a 
consolation, though a mournful one, to those 
whose relaUons had fallen, that their lives, were 
not thrown away, but that they had been the 
means of adding greatly to the national glory, 
and of promoting the most important interests of 
their country. The merit of our soldiers was 
greatly enhanced by the gallant defence made by 
their opponents, stimulated as they were by the 
influence of their priests to the most fanatical 
enthusiasm. At the same time that this powerful 
resistance enhanced the glory of the conquest^ 
another important effect also would, Mr Windham 
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tnuted, restilt from it, that the valonr displayed 
bj the Spanish troops would inspire their coontry- 
inen in Europe with a kindred spirit in resisting 
the common enemy — an enemy who, although 
approaching them under the mask of friendship, 
was more c|angerous than one with 'whom we were 
in open hostility. If a little of this spirit was dis- 
played in old Spain it would be attended with oon- 
■equences at which Europe would have Teason to 
rejoice. He would say no more. What had 
been achieved was beyond the power of him, or 
anybody, to increase by words." 

Sir John Doyle said : — '' He hoped he should 
be forgiyen if he showed a little tenacity in 
pressing his claim to the attention of the House 
when be mentioned that one of the Begiments 
particularly engaged on this glorious occasion (the 
87th) he had himself the honour of raising. On 
this account he naturally wished to raise his voice 
in paying the common tribute of applause to the 
glorious deeds now under consideration. He was 
unwilling that his brave companions in arms, who 
had followed his fortunes in the last war, should 
have reason to complain of him for having sat 
silent when their glory was the theme of admira- 
tion, and when he, who wte acquainted with their 
spirit and eharacter from their outset, ought to be 
the first to bear testimonjr to their merit. In 
every situation in which His Majesty's Army 
could be employed he was satisfied it would dis- 
play the same heroism, and he Hoped would ob- 
tain similar advantages for the country. He 
spoke from experience, for he had never known an 
instance in which British troops had been engaged 
with equal, or nearly equal, numbers in which 
their conduct had not been such as to redound to 
the honour and advantage of their country. 
What the noble lord and the right honourable 
gentleman had said, rendered it unnecessary for 
him to say more. The strength of the place, the 
difficulty of the breach, the quantity of ordnance 
brought to bear on it, and the great disparity of 
numbers, rendered this action as brilliant as any 
former one, and there was no instance of an ex- 
ploit exceeding it. He should content himself 
with giving his support to the motion introduced 
in a manner so honourable to the parties who had 
moved and seconded It." 

Mr M. Matthew commended the honourable 
General for the particular notice he had taken of 
the 87th Begiment. It was true that Begiment, 
led on by a gallant friend of his, had distin- 
guished itself particularly in the assault. But 
what the honourable General might have added, 
and what he was sorry he had omitted, was that 
that Begiment to a man was composed of Boman 
Catholics. It was also a fact that three of the 
four thousand men composing the expedition 
were Oatholics. Who, after this, could say that 



Oatholios were not to be trusted with arms? 
Whoever would say so was ungrateful, and the 
worst enemy of the countiy. 

Unfortunately, before the intelligence of the fall 
of Buenos A3rre8 and the capture of Monte Video 
could reach England, the Government had ap« 
pointed a Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, "a 
youth to fortune and to fame unknown," to take 
the command of the Forces in South America. 
Ministers had large views in respect to that re- 
gion. They believed in the possibility of esta- 
blishing a commercial position on the shores of 
the Pacific as weU as the Atlantic, and, impressed 
with this notion, Messrs Pitt and Dundas had sent 
out Brigadier- General Graufurd with the 5th, 
3 6th, 45th, and 88th Begiments, five companies of 
the Bifle Corps, two companies of Artillery, and two 
Squadrons of the 6th Dragoon Guards, to obtain 
possession of the province of Ohili and the West 
Coast of South America. When Craufurd reached 
the Cape of Good Hope he heard of the disaster 
which had befallen the 71st at Buenos Ayres, and 
was directed by the Officer in command to proceed 
immediately to the Bio de la Plata, and place him- 
self under the orders of Sir Samuel Auchmuty. 
With this addition to his Force, Auchmuty had 
9,500 men at his disposal, and at this interesting 
juncture (May 9, 1806) the incompetent White- 
locke arrived. Whitelocke's plan was to take 
Buenos Ayres, avenge the disaster which had be- 
fallen Beresford, and establish friendly relations 
with the people. By the 28th of June he had 
prepared at Monte Video a Force of 7,820 rank 
and file, 150 mounted Dragoons, 18 pieces of ar- 
tillery, and entrenching tools for 1,000 men. 
Everything promised well. The march to Be- 
duction, near Buenos Ayres, was a fatiguing task, 
intersected as the country was with swamps and 
jungle, but the troops arrived in good order. We 
will let the unhappy sequel be told in the 
words of the Lieutenant-Generars despatch to the 
Secretary of State : — 

" On the morning of the 5th of July, the S8th 
and 87th Begiments approached the strong post 
of the Betiro and Plaza de Toros, and, after a 
most vigorous and spirited attack, in which these 
Begiments suffered much from grape-shot and 
musketiy, their gallant Commander, General Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty, possessed himself of the 
post, taking 82 pieces of cannon, an immense 
quantity of ammunition, and 600 prisoners. The 
5th Begiment took possession of the church and 
convent of St Catalina. The 36th and g8th 
Begiments, under Brigadier-General Lumley, 
moving in the appointed order, were soon opposed 
by a heavy and continued fire of musketry from 
the tops and windows of the houses, the doors of 
which were barricaded in so strong a manner as to 
render them almost impossible to force. The 
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aireeis were intersected by deep ditches, in the 
inside of which were planted cannon, pouring 
showers of grape on the advancing columns. ^ 
defiance^ however, of thb opposition, the 36th 
Begiment, headed by the gallant General, reached 
its final destination ; but the 88th, being nearer 
to the forts and principal defences of the enemy, 
were so weakened by his fire as to be totally over- 
powered and taken. The fiank of the 36th being 
thus exposed, this Begiment, together with the' 
5th, retired upon Sir Samuel Auchmuty's post at 
the Plaza de Toros ; not, however, before Lieu- 
tenant-Oolonel Bourne and the Grenadier company 
of the 36th Beg! had had an opportunity of dis« 
tinguishing themselves by charging about 800 of 
the enemy, and taking and spiking two guns. The 
two six-pounders meeting with a very superior 
fire, the four troops of the Carabineers, led on by 
Identenant-Colonel Kingston^ advanced to take the 
battery opposed to them ; but this gallant 0£8cer 
being unfortunately wounded, as well as Captain 
Burrell, next in command, and the fire both from 
the battery and the houses proving very destruc- 
tive, they retreated to a short distance, but con- 
tinued to occupy a position in front of the enemy's 
principal defences, and considerably in advance of 
that which they had taken in the morning. 

"The left Division of (General Craufurd's Brigade, 
under Colonel Pack, approached the great square, 
with the intention of possessing itself of the 
Jesuit's college, but from the very destructive na- 
ture of the enemy's fire this was found imprac- 
ticable ; and, after sustaining a heavy loss, one 
part Qf the Division throwing itself into a house, 
which was afterwards not found tenable, was 
shortly obliged to surrender, whiUt the remaining 
part, after enduring a terrible fire with the greatest 
intrepidity. Colonel Pack being wounded, retired 
upon the right Division, commanded by Brigadier- 
Ghsneral Oraufurd himself. General Craufnrd, 
learning the fate of his left Division, thought it 
advisable to take possession of the convent of St 
Domingo. But tiie enemy surrounded the con- 
vent on all sides, and, attempting to take a three- 
pounder which lay in the street, the Lieutenant- 
Colonel, with his company and a few Light 
Lifantry under Major Trotter, charged them with 
great spirit. Li an instant the greater part of his 
company and Major Trotter were killed, but the 
gun was saved. The Brigadier-General was now 
obliged to confine himself to the defence of the 
convent ; but the quantity of round shot, grape, 
and musketry to which he was exposed at last 
obliged him to quit the top of the building, and 
the enemy, to the number of 6,000, bringing up 
cannon to force the wooden gates, the General, 

i'udging from the cessation of firing that those next 
kim had not been successful, surrendered at four 
o*olock in the afternoon." " The result of this 



day's action," General Whitelocke adds, '' left mo 
in possession of the Pkza de Toros, a strong post 
on the enemy's right, and the Besidencia, another 
strong post on his left, while I occupied an ad* 
vanced position towards his centre ; but these 
advantages had cost about 2,500 men, in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. The nature of the fire 
to which the troops were exposed was violent in 
the extreme. Grape-shot at the comers of the 
streets, musketry, hand-grenades, bricks, and 
stones from the tops of all the houses ; every 
householder, with his negroes, defended his dwell- 
ing, each of which was in itself a fortress ; and 
it is not perhaps too much to say that the whole 
male population of Buenos Ayres was employed 
in its defence." 

" This was the situation of the Army on the 
morning of the 6th instant, when General Liniers 
addressed a letter to me, offering to give up all 
his prisoners tsken in the late affair, together 
with the 7l8t Begiment and others taken with 
Brigadier-General Beresford, if I desisted from 
any further attack on the town, and withdrew 
His Majesty's Forces from the river Plata, inti- 
mating at the same time, from the exasperated 
state of the populace, he could not answer for the 
safety of the prisoners if I persisted in offensive 
measures. Infiuenced by this consideration (which 
I knew to be founded on fact), and refiecting of 
how little advantage would be the possession of a 
country the inhabitants of which were so abso- 
lutely hostile, I resolved to forego the advantages 
which the bravery of the troops had obtained, and 
acceded to a treaty, which I trust will meet the 
approbation of His Majesty." 

There is something inexpressibly ghastly in the 
ludicrous treatment of his great misfortune, to 
which the Lientenant-General descends, when he 
talks of the *' advantages " obtained by the 
bravery of his troops. Every voice was lifted up 
in condemnation of Whitelocke's deplorable in- 
capacity, and of the absence of judgment dis- 
played in selecting him for the command. A 
distinguished Military critic (General Sir Edward 
Cust) remarks, *'if the Lieutenant-General had 
not been utterly inefficient and inexperienced, he 
would not have hampered his attack by dividing 
his Force, and locking them up in the streets of 
an unknown city, in ignorance of its powers of 
defence, or of the impossibility of contending in 
streets without fire-arms. He ought to have 
known that the city was prepared and barricaded 
for a desperate struggle, which, from the character 
of Colonel Liniers and the failure of Beresford, 
might have been foreseen. He should have 
availed himself of the powerful train of Artillery 
which Auchmuty had taken in Monte Video, and 
which was left idle in the rear, under Colonel 
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Mahon, at Beduciion. A previoos boc^bardment 
would soon have overcome any attempts on the 
part of such a population as defended Buenos 
Ayres of the remotest chance of success." 

In explanation of the remark on the ''impos- 
sibility of contending in streets without fire-arms," 
it should be stated that from motives of humanity 
some of the Begiments were deprived of the flints 
of their firelocks, and even of the locks altogether. 
It was feared that the men might be tempted to 
fire wantonly upon the inhabitants. This very 
circumstance led to the massacre of the soldiery. 

The loss to the British resulting from this un- 
toward business was very serious. No fewer than 
three hundred and sixteen good soldiers, including 
sixteen Officers, fell in the streets of Buenos Ayres. 
The list of the wounded was still more frightful. 
Three Lieutenant-Colonels, three Majors, fifty- 
three Oaptains and Subalterns, and 674 rank and 
file suffered in the inglorious contest. Two 
hundred and eight men were taken prisoners. 
These, however, and the soldiers of the 71st who 
had been sent up the country, were exchanged for 
the Spaniards UJcen at Monte Video. 

Lieutenant-Qeneral Wliitelocke was brought to 
a Gourt-Martial in the following year. The 
charges and the finding involve too salutary a 
warning to be omitted here. The first charge 
expressed " that Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, 
having received instructions from His Majesty's 
principal Secretary of State to proceed to the 
reduction of the province of Buenos Ayres, pur- 
sued measures ill-calculated to facilitate that con- 
quest ; that when the Spanish Commander had 
shown such symptoms of a disposition to treat, as 
to express a desire to communicate with Major- 
Oeneral Gower, the second in command, upon the 
subject of terms, the said lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke did return a message, in which he 
demanded, amongst other articles, the surrender of 
all persons holding civil offices in the Government 
of Buenos Ayres as prisoners of war ; that the 
said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, in making 
such an offensive and unusual demand, tending to 
exasperate the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres, to 
produce and encourage a spirit of resistance to 
His Majesty's arms, to exclude the hope of 
amicable accommodation, and to increase the 
difficulties of the service with which he was 
' entrusted, acted in a manner unbecoming his duty 
as an Officer, prejudicial to Military discipline, 
and contrary to the Articles of War." In the 
second charge it was stated "that Lieutenant- 
General Whitelocke, after the landing of the 
troops at Ensenada, and during the march from 
thence to the town of Buenos Ayres, did not make 
the Military arrangements best calculated to 
ensure the success of his operations against the 
town ; and that, having known, previously to his 



attack upon the town of Buenos Ayres, upon 
the 5th July, 1807, as appears from his publio 
despatch of the 10th of July, that the enemy 
meant to* occupy the fiat roofs of the houses, he 
did, nevertheless, in that attack, divide his Force 
into several Brigades and parts, and ordered the 
whole to be unloaded, and no firing to be permitted 
on any account, and under this order, to march 
into the principal streets of the town unprovided 
with proper and sufficient means for forcing the 
barricades, whereby the troops were unnecessarily 
exposed to de&tructioii, without the possibility of 
making effectual opposition : such conduct betray- 
ing great professional incapacity on the part of 
the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, tending 
to lessen the confidence of the troops in the judg- 
ment of their Officers, being derogatory to the 
honour of His Majesty's arms, contrary to his 
duty as an Officer, prejudicial to good order and 
Military discipline, and contrary to the Articles 
of War." The third charge ran thus :— " That 
the said« Lieutenant-General did not make, 
although it was in his power, any effectual 
attempt, by his own personal exertion or other- 
wise, to co-operate with, or support the different 
Divisions of the Army under his command, when 
engaged with the enemy in the streets of Buenos 
Ayres, on the 5th of July, 1807 ; whereby those 
troops, after having encountered and surmounted 
a constant and well-directed- fire, and having 
effected the purpose of their orders, were left 
without aid and support, or further orders ; and 
considerabledetachments.under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Duff and Brigadier-General Orauf urd, were thereby 
compelled to surrender, such conduct on the part 
of the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke tend- 
ing to the defeat and dishonour of His Majesty's 
arms, to lessen the confidence of the troops in 
the skill and courage of their Officers, being un- 
becoming and disgraceful, &c." Fourth charge : — 
"That the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, 
subsequent to the attack upon the town of Buenos 
Ayres, and at a time when the troops under his 
command were in possession of posts on each 
fiank of the town, and of the principal arsenal, 
with a communication open to the Fleet, and 
having an effective Force of upwards of 5,000 
men, did enter into, and*finally conclude, a treaty 
with the enemy, whereby he acknowledges in the 
public despatch of the 10th of July, 1807, 
'that he resolved to forego the advantages 
which the bravery of his troops had obtained, and 
which advantages had cost hun about 2,500 men, 
in killed, wounded, and prisonen ;' and by such 
treaty he unnecessarily and shamefully surren- 
dered all such advantages, totally evacuated the 
town of Buenos Ayres, and consented to deliver, 
and did shamefully abandon and deliver up to the 
enemy, the strong fortress of Monte Video, which 
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bad been committed to bis cbarge ; and wbicb, 
at tbe period of the treaty and abandonment, was 
well and sufficiently garrisoned, and provided 
against attack, and wbicb was not, at sucb period, 
in a state of blockade or siege: sucb conduct 
on tbe part of Lieutenant -General Wbitelocke 
tending to tbe dishonour of His Majesty's arms, 
and being contrary to bis duty as an Officer, pre- 
judicial to good order and Military discipline, and 
contrary to the Articles of War." 

Tbe Oourt-Martial found tbe Lieutenant- 
Oeneral guilty of tbe whole of these charges, 
with tbe exception of that part of tbe second 
charge which related to tbe order that columns 
should be unloaded, and that no firing should be 
permitted on any account. The Court was 
'* anxious that it might be distinctly understood 
that they attached no censure whatever to the 
precautions taken to prevent unnecessary firing 
during tbe advance of the troops to tbe proposed 
points of attack, and did therefore acquit Lieu- 
tenant-General Wbitelocke of that part of the 
said charge/' The Court adjudged "that lieu- 
tenant-General Wbitelocke be cashiered, and 
declared totally unfit and unworthy to serve His 
Majesty in any Military capacity whatever." This 
sentence was confirmed by the King, who gave 
orders that it should be read at the bead of every 
Begiment in bis Service, and inserted in all 
Begimenta] orderly-books, with tbe view of its 
becoming " a lasting memorial of tbe fatal con- 
sequences to which Officers expose themselves, 
who, in tbe discharge of the important duties 
confided to them, are deficient in that zeal, 
judgment, and personal exertion which their 
Sovereign and their country have a right to 
expect from Officers 'entrusted with high com- 
mands." 

In tbe General Orders of tbe Duke of York the 
following agreeable salve was administered to tbe 
troops : — " To His Majesty, who has ever taken 
a most lively interest in the welfare, tbe honour, 
and reputation of his troops, tbe recent failure in 
South America has proved a subject of tbe most 
heartfelt regret ; but it has been a great consola- 
tion to him, and His Majesty has commanded it 
to be intimated to tbe Army, that, after the most 
minute investigation, His Majesty finds ample 
cause for gratification in the intrepidity and good 
conduct displayed by bis troops lately employed 
on that service, and particularly by those Divisions 
of the Army which were personally engaged with 
the enemy in tbe town of Buenos Ayres, on tbe 
5th of July, 1807; and His Majesty entertains 
no doubt that, bad the exertions of his troops in 
South America been directed by the same skill 
and energy wbicb have so eminently distinguished 
bis commanders in other quarters of the world, 
tbe result of tbe campaign would have proved 



equally glorious to themselves and beneficial to 
their country."* 

The calamity at Buenos Ayres was not the 
only one wbicb befel the British Army in 1806. 
A portion of one of tbe finest Begiments was 
sacrificed to tbe bigotry of the Indian sepoys. 
Tbe facts are briefiy these : Sir John Cradock, 
who for bis conduct in Egypt and elsewhere bad 
been appointed to the command of tbe Forces on 
the Madras establishment, was induced to issue 
orders for some changes in tbe bead -dress of tbe 
sepoys, substituting a light cap for the cumbrous 
turban. He also introduced a new kind of turn- 
screw, as part of the appointments of the men. 
Unfortunately, as later events have proved upon 
a larger scale, the sepoy was very impressionable 
on tbe subject of his caste, which bad got mixed 
up with his notions of religion. The new cap» 
which may have been partially manufactured of 
leather — the hide of an unclean animal — he was 
told by some designing persons in the interest of 
the Mysorean princes, Tippoo*s pensioned sons, was 
furtively intended to destroy his caste, while the 
turn-screw with a top resembling a cross was to 
exhibit to bis fellow-men bis adoption of Chris- 
tianity! It is needless to say that Sir John 
Cradock had not tbe remotest intention of inter- 
fering with tbe prejudices of tbe sepoys. In point 
of fact, be bad acted entirely at tbe suggestion of 
Officers upon bis Staff who were well acquainted 
with the habits of the natives, and had served 
among them for many years. But tbe idea of the 
subversion of their creed had taken possession of 
the minds of the sepoys, and nothing less would 
satisfy their vengeance than tbe massacre of 
every European within their reach. 

At the station of Vellore, in tbe south of 
India, two companies of His Majesty's 69th Foot 
were stationed, and contiguous to them a Begi- 

* For a more minute detail of the disastrous proceed- 
ings at Buenos Ayres, the reader may be safely referred 
to thd memoirs of the late Sir Sam ford Whittingham, 
written by his son Major-General F. Whittingham. Pages 
14 to 24 are not only interesting from the soldier-likis 
view of Whitelocke's conduct which was taken . by Sir 
Samford, who was his Aide>de-Camp, and who entertained 
for him a grateful affection, which Whitelocke's incapacity 
could not qualify or diminish, but they serve to show how 
valuable a discreet Staff Officer must be who has studied 
his profession. The account of Sir Samford's journey 
from head^quarters to the Plaza de los Toros, where Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty's Brigade was posted. Is an episode 
that may be studied with profit. The courage and saga- 
city of Sir Samford, which were only equalled by his 
modesty, are demonstrated in the diffident sketch of the 
perilous task, and its successful results. And the opinion 
which the gallant Sir Samford entertained of the whole 
of the operations, as they stand recorded in his journal 
(see page 21), exhibit the candour of his character, and 
the deep mortification his fine Military spirit endured. 
'* Would to God," he emphatically exclaims, ** the waters 
of Oblivion were as near at hand ^ as are those of La 
Plata!" 

U 
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ment of sepojrs was cantoned. Long before day- 
break on the lOth of July these sepoys, headed 
by their native sabadars and jemadars, marched 
into the barracks of the 69th, and while the men 
slept they fired in upon them, and killed no fewer 
than one hundred and thirteen I Tbe rest, rising 
from their oots, made what resistance they could, 
and one of them, magaging to escape, carried the 
tidings of the massacre to Arcot, where the 19 th 
light Dragoons were quartered. lieutenant- 
Oolonel Gillespie instantly mounted his horse, and 
heading the Begiment, to which some troops of 
native Oavalry were added, hastened to Vellore, a 
distance of sixteen miles. Only four hours had 
elapsed from the time of the cruel slaughter be- 
fore the gallant Gillespie was before Vellore. The 
sepoys, shutting themselves up in the fort and 
barricading the gate, bade him defiance. Gil- 
lespie sent for some guns, and at a later hour 
blew open the gate. It was now the turn of the 
infuriated Dragoons. Pouring into the fort, sword 
in hand, they overcame the opposition of the 
savage assassins, and cut them' down mercilessly. 
The sepoys, fighting with ropes round their necks, 
sold their lives dearly. Three hundred and fifty 
of the mutineers were killed and five hundred 
made prisoners. 

. It was never ascertained whether the disaffection 
had spread beyond the Regiments at Vellore, but, 
if it had, this example of the retribution following 
upon mutiny checked any further demonstrations. 
Sir John Oradock was recalled from his command, 
and a like fate was the penalty paid by Lord 
William Bentinck, the Governor of Madras, an 
able and accomplished Officer, who was destined 
to act a more conspicuous part in Military and 
political operations. 

If the events in Buenos Ajrres were not calcu- 
lated to cast lustre on the British arms, the year 
1806 should nevertheless be marked with a white 
stone in celebration of the battle of Maida. It 
merits particular detail. 

A combined Hussian and English Force had 
landed at Naples with the intention of supporting 
the Austrians in Italy. But the Austrian cause 
was past help, and Bussia, finding that the King 
of Naples had violated a pledge of neutrality given 
to Napoleon in allowing the Allies to land, with- 
drew her power, leaving the English to do battle for 
Naples single-handed. This was out of the ques- 
tion. Sir James Craig, who was in command, 
did not believe in the possibility of accomplishing 
any good purpose with so small a Force, and not 
choosing to sacrifice his troops to the wild and 
extravagant projects of thd Neapolitan Oourt, he 
very judiciously withdrew them to Sicily, albeit 
they murmured at his prudence. While the 
French were so many miles away there could not 



be, in the estimation of the soldiery, any good 
reason for withdrawal. Sir James established 
himself at Messina in the most convenient spo% 
for the protection of the island, and as a good 
base for any operations that might arise. The 
result justified the wisdom of his procedure, for 
soon afterwards an immense French Force arrived 
at Naples, under the command of Joseph Bona- 
parte, the Emperor's brother, who forthwith as- 
sumed the appellation of " King of Naples," and 
occupied the town and territory. The King, da 
jure, and his busy wife fled to Sicily, and placed 
themselves under British protection. 

Ill-health obliging Sir James Craig to resign. 
Sir John Stuart succeeded to th^ onerous com- 
mand. Brief time elapsed ere the King and 
Queen entreated him to make a diversion in their 
favour (HI the coast of Calabria. Reports had 
reached them, which they were too ready to 
believe, that the CalabdafM were prepared to rise 
and throw off the new 3roke imposed upon them 
by the modem Csesar. Sir John Stuart, after 
mature deliberation, acceded to the wishes of the 
fugitive monarch, and crossed over to Calabria 
with 4,795 men and Officers and eight 4-pounder 
guns. General Begnier, who was with Joseph Bona- 
parte, immediately made a rapid march to Beggio 
to meet Stuart, and took up an excellent position 
on the side of a woody hill, below the village of 
Maida, sloping to the plain. His Force was as 
numerous as that of the British, with the addi- 
tional advantage of possessing three hundred 
Dragoons. A shallow, fordable river ran across 
the front of Begnier's position. Stuart would 
not have dreamt of attacking him posted as he 
was, and Begnier would have been wise to have 
remained on the hill. But the complete view 
which he obtained of Stuart's little Army die- 
dosed the absence of Cavalry. The temptation 
to attack was not to be resisted. Early in the 
morning of July 6 (1806), the antagonistic Batta- 
lions deployed in front of each other, and by nine 
a.m. were exactly parallel. Almost immediately 
afterwards they were warmly engaged, when, to 
use Sir John Stuart's words, ** the prowess of the 
rival nations seemed now fairly to be on trial be- 
fore the world, and the superiority was greatly 
and gloriously decided to be our own." At a dis- 
tance of one hundred yards the Light Infantry, 
under lieutenant-Colonel James Kempt, and the 
St Legue French Begiment were face to face, and, 
after a volley, simultaneously charged. The 
bayonets just crossed when the French broke and 
turned. Kempt gave them no time to re-form-— 
they were slaughtered to a man. On the left of 
the French line, Brigadier-General Adand attacked 
with the 78th and Slst Regiments, and threw the 
enemy into confusion. On the right, Regnier made 
agreat effort to achieve victory, but foundBrigadier* 
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General Gold and the 27ih too much for him. The 
Cavalry came down upon the Brigade; when 
suddenly the 20th Foot, which had only arrived 
that morning from Messina, attacked them from 
a neighbouring cover, and emptied so many 
saddles that they went about instantly.* As- 
tounded and dismayed at the energy of the 
British assault, the French fled in every direction, 
leaving 700 dead upon the field and 1,000 pri- 
soners. Well might General Stuart have said, as 
he did say, that *' there seldom has happened an 
action in which the seal and personal exertions of 
individuals were so imperiously called for as in 
that of Maida; seldom an occasion where a 
General had a fairer opportunity of observing 
them." The troops engaged in the battle were 
the 20th, 27th, 78th, and 8l8t Regiments, and the 
Artillery, besides some local and royalist Oorps.f 
The Calabrians did not assist the English at first, 
but after the engagement at Maida they took 
heart, and commenced so active a guerilla warfare 
against the French that the latter were compelled 
to evacuate the Galabrias, having lost 6,000 men 
out of 9,000 during the short period of their 
occupation of the country. Sir John Stuart, 
not feeling strong enough to undertake other 
operations on the coast, withdrew with his laurels 
to Sicily, where he was soon after superseded by 
General Fox and Sir John Moore. The former, 
however, left him to continue the war, and Sir 
John Moore proceeded to make a reconnaissance of 
the state of popular feeling in the Neapolitan terri- 
tory, which he did not find was of a character that 
warranted further interference in Italian affairs. 

In moving a vote of thanks to Sir John Stuart 
for the victory achieved at Maida, Mr Windham, 
the Secretary at War, made a pertinent speech. 
After observing that there had been a general, a 
▼ery lively, and very proper feeling manifested 
throughout the country on the subjeot of the 
fight, he said: 

** The character of the exploit itself, and the 
advantages which flowed from it, must present 
themselves to the sober reflections of every man, 
and indeed the House and the country at large had 
already by their admiration and gratitude pro- 
nounced upon the value of the glorious achieve- 
ment. . . . There was not a single one of the 
various views in which this exploit oould be con- 
sidered that did not rank it with the proudest 
achievements of our ancestors— -that did not raise 
it to a level even with the memorable days of 
Orecy, Poictiers, and Agincourt." 

* There is an anecdote extant illustrative of the eager- 
neaa of this Regiment for the fray. The men were bath- 
ing. The bugle sounded. Without waiting to dress, the 
soldiers threw on their aoooutrements and fell in — they even 
attacked the enemy 4n puris nataralibosM 

t On this — the first oooasion since their introduotioii— 
the value of Sir John Moore*s inskrnetiona was tested. 



OHAPTEB XXIV. 

War with Denmark— Capture of the Danish Fleet— The 
King's German Legion «- Expedition to Egypt — Na- 
poleon interferes in Spaoish Affairs — Abdication of the 
king, and of his Son — French Troops occupy Spain—' 
Joseph Bonaparte made King — The British Govern- 
ment sends an Army to Portugal — Sir A. Wellesley 
arrives first and defeats the French at Roriga and 
Yimiero— The Convention of Cintra — Sir John Moore 
advances into Spain — The Spaniards rise in revoU 
against the French — ^Napoleon arrives — Defeats the 
Spaniards and goes to meet the English— Sir John 
Moore retreats to Corunna — Ensures the safe embark- 
ation of the Army — Is killed in action — His funeral^ 
The Ode, Ac. 

Nelson, whoBC energy, rapidity, and courage 
had made him the glory of England and the 
terror of the French, had so completely swept the 
seas of the enemy's Fleets that Napoleon's hostile 
operations were, in 1807, entirely confined to the 
Continent of Europe. The crowning victory of 
Trafalgar had left bat little to be accomplished, 
and that trifling reserve of glory was bequeathed 
to Hood and Collingwood, who, with Pellew, 
Saamarez, and Cochrane, soon left the French 
Emperor with scarcely a ship of war. In this 
dilemma Napoleon turned his attention to the 
Navies of his Allies, or the smaller States, and 
meditated supplying his own deficiencies by ap- 
propriating their ships, or, at least, by making 
use of them in his future designs. 

The Danish Navy was, for the size of the king- 
dom, large and efficient. Time out of mind the 
Danes had been good seamen, and the spirit of 
the ancient Norsemen, who had been the terror of 
the English coasts, still survived. Denmark had 
had her share of West and East Indian conquests 
and geographical discovery. The Danes were on 
friendly terms with Great Britain in 1807, but 
there was eveiy reason to believe that they 
would be coerced into hostility by the French 
Emperor, or compelled to give up to his service 
their best ships and sailors. The British Govern- 
ment received information that, in furtherance of 
his schemes. Napoleon was on the point of send- 
ing a Military Force into Holstein, for the pnrpose 
of cutting off the communications of England with 
the Continent of Europe, or compelling the Court 
of Denmark to close the passage of the Sound 
against British commerce and navigation. A 
very short time previously England had sent her 
Nelson to the succour of Denmark, and in the 
''Battle of the Baltic" the nation had been 
reaooed. In the nervous lines of Campbell, she 

'* Blessed onr Chief 
That gave her woonds repose." 

The (Government, therefore, believed that the 
Court of Denmark would not object to place, the 
Fleet under the protection of England until peace 
had been established with Napoleon. At the close 
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of the war in 1802, Denmark was engaged in a 
hostile confederacy against Great Britain, pleading 
her inability to resist the operations of extern^ 
inflaence and the threats of a formidable neigh- 
bouring Power. Now, that Power was greater and 
better able to intimidate her. Diplomatic com- 
munications were, therefore, held with Denmark 
respecting her Fleet, but she refused to entertain 
the propositions made to her. The King's 
* Government upon this declared war against 
Denmark, and an expedition was despatched from 
Yarmouth Beads on the 27th of Jaly, 1807, 
under Admiral Gambier, to obtain possession of 
her Navy. The Military Force sent with the 
Naval Armament amounted to 20,000 men ; and 
lieut. -General Sir Arthur Wellesley was selected 
to command them until their arrival in Denmark, 
when Lord Gathcart, with more troops from 
Stralsund, was to assume the command in chief. 
The total of the land force was 27,000 men of all 
ranks and arms. 

On the 17th of August, the Army and the 
Fleet had reached the island of Zealand, and the 
troops were landed at Wedbeck, twelve miles from 
Copenhagen. The Danes were prepared for their 
reception. As the Army marched towards the 
capital it was much inconmioded by the fire from 
the Danish gun-boats. On the 18th of August 
commenced the necessary arrangements for bom- 
barding the town. But, as intelligence was 
received of the approach of a Danish force with 
four or five thousand men (Begulars and Militia) 
to interrupt the operations, Lord Gathcart de- 
spatched Sir Arthur Wellesley to intercept them. 
Sir Arthur found the Danes posted at Kioge, 
with three or four batteries. They opened 
upon him instantaneously. He did not delay a 
moment to attack the batteries. Sending out the 
95th Riflemen and his Artillery to cover the 
advance, he moved upon the enemy with the 92nd 
Highlanders. The engagem^nt was very brief. The 
Danish Militia fled immediately, leaving the 
Begulars to bear the brunt of the action. The 
Begulars gave ground in their turn, and took up a 
new position in the village of Hersolge. Wellesley 
followed them thither, and after a short struggle 
they were compelled to surrender, with ten gans. 
Sir Arthur then moved forward into the interior 
of the country for the purpose of overawing op- 
position. In the meantime, Lord Bosslyn landed 
with more troops from England. 

Lord Gathcart had progressed with his ap- 
proaches, and by the 1st of September was within 
700 yards of Gopenhagen. The molestation he 
experienced from the gun-boats obliged Admiral 
Gbunbier to employ the Are of the ships to keep 
them down. Lord Gathcart now summoned the 
Governor to surrender. He refused. Batteries 
were opened on the 2nd of the month ; Gongreve 



rockets were employed with terrible effect. The 
town was soon in flames ; but the resistance con- 
tinuing, the bombardment necessarily continued. 
On the 7th of September, after a very gallant 
defence, the garrison capitulated, and the British 
conquerors marched into the citadel on the 8th. 
The Danish Fleet was immediately towed out of 
the harbour into the roads, and a few days later 
was convoyed to England with all the stores. The 
troops followed the Naval Force. 

This operation against the Danes alienated the 
Emperor of Bussia, and was vehemently de- 
nounced for its injustice by the Opposition in the 
Houses of Lords and Gommons. But full justice 
was accorded to the Army and Navy : '' Whatever 
might be thought of the morality or policy of the 
Gopenhagen expedition," said Mr Taylor, who 
spoke the sentimente of his party, ''it at least 
afforded a conspicuous example of judicious man- 
agement and able execution." 

Denmark had a few possessions among the 
islands in the West Indies. Upon the declaration 
of war, an expedition was sent against Santa 
Groix and St Thomas, and they surrendered to 
the 15th Foot and other Gorps without resist* 
ance. 

The service rendered by the Eing*8 Overman 
Legion in the Danish and the previous expedi- 
tions under Lord Gathcart suggests that the op- 
portunity is favourable for a brief description of 
the origin of a body of troops who were sin- 
gularly conspicuous for their valour and loyalty in 
the prolonged war which ensued. 

When the French invaded Hanover in 1803, 
the Hanoverian Army, a small but compact force, 
laid down its arms, and was dissolved. The men 
were sent to their homes in poverty and sorrow, 
and the officers were required to give their parole 
that they would not leave the Gontinent. A Gon- 
vention involving these conditions was entered 
into by the British representative and the 
French authorities on the banks of the Elbe. This, 
however, did not deter M. Moeller, a German 
diplomatist attached to the British Government, 
from exerting himself to induce George HL to 
sanction the raising a corps of Germans in London. 
Ministers were apprehensive that this might in- 
volve an infraction of the Articles of the Gonven- 
tion, and would be visited upon the conquered 
territory by a more severe treatment of the in- 
habitants. But no promise had been made by, nor 
any exacted of, the dishanded troops or their offi- 
cers not to serve against France during the war, 
and as no offi^cud communication had been made 
to the Government of the Gonvention entered into 
in the King's name, His Majesty practically ig- 
nored it, and 3rielded to M. MoeUer's suggestion. 
A rescript in the King's name was published by 
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tbe several Britisli leisters at the German 
Courts, which expHdtly absolved His Majesty's 
Hanoverian subjects from the observance of all 
Conventions which his Ministers or Generals 
might, without His Majesty's ratification, enter 
into with the French. Thus no moral objection 
to the departure of the Hanoverians to serve in 
the English Army can be said to have existed. The 
French offered no opposition to their departure, 
but endeavoured to raise a " French Hanoverian 
Legion," offering sundry inducements to the dis- 
banded Officers to enter their service. Only three 
officers (a Lieutenant and two Ensigns, one of 
whom was a Dane) accepted the proffered invita- 
tion. In the meanwhile, a Hanoverian Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel (Von der Decken) and an English 
Officer (Major Colin Halkett), who had been on 
foreign Service, proceeded to England to establish 
the *' King's German Legion," which was to be 
limited, in the first instance, to 4,000 men. Lynl- 
ington was the rendezvous — afterwards changed to 
Parkhurst, in the Isle of Wight. The incipient 
efforts of Colonel Von der Decken and Major 
Halkett were not attended with much success. 
Four months was declared to be the limit of the 
period within which the Corps was to be raised. 
The time had nearly expired iind few recruits 
had joined, when the King put forth a proclama- 
tion, and placed the intended Corps under the 
command of His £oyal Highness the Duke of 
Cambridge. Now the Hanoverians flocked into 
England, and in 1805 the Legion consisted of ~a 
Cavalry Brigade, a Light Infantry and two Line 
Brigades, two Batteries of Horse and three of 
Foot Artillery, and a Corps of Engineers. The 
previous military training which a considerable 
number of these brave men had experienced 
rapidly fitted them for parade duties. Called upon 
to manosuvre with British troops at Weymouth, 
the Hanoverians, albeit unaccustomed to English 
words of command, proved not less efficient than 
their insular comrades. The Light Cavalry move- 
ments were especially admired. To encourage their 
efforts, the King and the Prince of Wales often 
attended the Camp at We3rmouth, and the King 
went continually to their parades for Divine 
Service. The Legion justified in its subsequent 
conduct all the expectations it raised. 

An expedition to Egypt for the purpose of 
chastising the Sultan, detaching him from French 
infiuences, and promoting a good understanding 
with Russia, gave occupation, in 1807, to some 
5,000 British troops, under Lord Hutchinson and 
General Frazer, who was at Messina ; but as that 
episode in British Military history neither pointed 
a moral nor cast brilliancy upon our arms, we 
may pass it by with a simple record that such an 
affair did actually occur. The Slst Foot, on the 



occasion in question, proved itself an honourablo 
addition to the Infantry Force. 

A brief review of the condition of Europe at 
the beginning of 1808 is essential to a just com- 
prehension and appreciation of the exploits of the 
British Army for several of the succeeding years, 
which raised it to a pinnacle of greatness from 
which it has never descended. 

Prussia, '' beaten, humbled, and dismembered," 
existed only by the sufferance of the French Em- 
peror. Austria had been despoiled of the Nether- 
lands, the Tyrol, and all her Italian territories. 
Holland was a French kingdom. Denmark had 
become the ally of France. Italy was a French 
appendage. Russia, dazzled by Napoleon's glory, 
and duped by his talents, was entirely subservient 
to his ambition. Spain and Portugal had been 
allowed to continue neutral because they fed the 
French treasury with gold. 

It had been well for Napoleon if he had re- 
mained satisfied with his lofty position. But this 
would have been contrary to the law of his nature, 
and opposed to the circumstances of his situation. 
His lust for conquest and annexation grew by 
what it fed on. His advances in wisdom were not 
coeval with the progress of his arms and the 
success of his intrigues. Since his assumption of 
the Imperial diadem, all other potentates had 
become objects of his jealousy and distrust. " The 
thief doth fear each bush an officer ; " and Napo- 
leon felt that every surviving Power was a 
genda/tme intent upon his arrest and conviction. 
What had been acquired by force and fraud must 
be maintained - by an extension of the same 
agencies, or at any moment of blind confidence 
and security the enemy of the peace of Europe 
might be hurled from his bad eminence, and 
reduced to a condition of vassalage. Perhaps his 
indomitable pride and resolution prevented his 
looking forward on so very gloomy a prospect, but 
he was not altogether free from serious apprehen- 
sions. The sovereignty of a neighbouring great 
peninsula still remained in the hands of the House 
of Bourbon. It might at any moment become a 
source of trouble to France. Napoleon resolved 
that Spain should be annexed to his empire. The 
reduction of the country appeared to be necessary 
to the security of the thrones he had already 
usurped. 

It would involve a wide departure from a strictly 
Military history to relate all the circumstances, in 
their painful minuteness, which attended the exe- 
cution of Napoleon's project. A few lines will 
suffice to put the leading facts and their upshot 
before the reader. 

Napoleon began by fomenting discords in the 
Royal Family of Spain. Circumstances favoured 
his plans. The EUng was old and infirm-*«-the 
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Qaeen had become the mifltress of a rabject — tbe 
heir io the throne was ambitioiui. The King was 
soon induced to abdicate the throne in favoor of 
his son. Disturbances, arising out of tbe intrigues 
of the French, Napoleon sent Murat, the Grand 
Duke.of Berg, to preserve " the peace of a neigh- 
bouring State." As the Bourbon family were 
leaving Madrid, the sorrowing people, who had a 
presentin;i6nt of the fate which awaited them, 
waxed frantic. Violence ensued ; the French fired 
upon the Spanish mob. A tumult arose, and the 
capital was a scene of disorder. There was fight- 
ing in the streets. Prince Ferdinand was alleged 
to be incapable of preserving tranquillity ; and, in 
his turn, was forced to retire. Napoleon sent 
his brother Joseph, who was reigning in Naples, 
to assume the Spanish crown. This was early in 
July, 1808. When all Napoleon's arrangements 
for the 8etUemeni of Spain were nearly complete, 
the people rose in insurrection, and established a 
separate Government under a Junta— or several 
Juntas. Their situation was critical. Abandoned 
to themselves, they had to provide against internal 
disunion and anarchy, as well as external aggres- 
sion. To the emphatic protests of a few earnest 
patriots were now added the active exertions of 
the priesthood, who abhorred the idea of French 
domination. All classes enrolled themselves as 
volunteers, and a noble resolution animated an 
entire people. To stimulate their efforts the Pope 
issued a proclamation, and declared that God 
and the Blessed Virgin were with the patriots. 
When England was in trouble the Spanish 
monarchs had invariably seized those moments 
to quarrel with her and strengthen the hands 
of her foes. England now avenged Spain's 
perfidy by generously taking up the cause of the 
people. Peace, harmony, and friendship were 
established between the two nations, for whatever 
Power was at war with the common enemy of 
Europe was at peace with England. The Portu- 
guese, taking courage and example from the 
Spaniards, sided with them, and sent despatches 
to Admiral Cotton, who commanded a British 
Fleet in the neighbourhood, to come to the rescue. 
Cotton took hisship to the mouth of the Guadiana, 
and hoisted the flag of the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal. Napoleon peremptorily ordered the Por- 
tuguese to close their ports against Great Britain, 
to arrest all British* subjects within the Lusitanian 
territory, and confiscate their property. Before 
the Court of Lisbon had time to reply to the im- 
perious mandate, the Emperor sent Marshal 
Junot* with a strong Force to seize the capital. 

* When Napoleon became Emperor, id 1804, he raised 
several of his beet Qenerals to the rank of MarshaL As 
Junot and others had sprang from the ranks of the Rero- 
lutionary Army, there was some truth in the ilgare that 
a Frenoh soldier oarried a b&ton in his knapsack* 



Junot was a fitting instrument of such an act of 
spoliation. The French overawed the Portuguese, 
and subjected the poor people to all sorts of 
insults and exactions, 

GhT'^at Britain now resolved on a bold and aotiye 
interference. With the command of the seas ; 
with an Army afoot of nearly 300,000 men— 
exclusive of the 80,000 in India — with a Militia 
of 108,380 and a Volunteer Force of 200,000, 
she was in a condition to adopt a comprehensive 
policy and afford oppressed Europe substantial 
aid. It was true that her expeditions had been 
so far, with rare exceptions, synonymous with 
failure and disgrace ; but this rather arose from 
infirmity of judgment on the part of her Ministers, 
erroneous information as to the temper and means 
of the people among whom her Armies went^ 
and the incompetency of some of her Generals, 
than from any deficiency in the composition of 
her Army. All that was necessary now to ensure 
the suooess of her enterprises was the seiection 
of a good Staff; and the Government had a 
wide field before it. Egypt, Holland, India, and 
Denmark had tried the mettle and tested the judg- 
ment 6l the British Generals, and there ^could be 
no difficulty in finding men suited to the present 
emergency. Moore, Wellesley, Baird, Beresford, 
Hope, Frazer, were all available. But — <eniore8 
priores — there were men whose commissions were 
of an older date than any borne by these, and age 
was to be respected. Tnie, mighty deeds had esta- 
blished the competency of youth for great com- 
mands. Alexander the Great was quite young 
when he overcame Porus. Oonde won the battle 
of Bocroi when he could not number as many 
years as Alexander. Wellesley had defeated 
Scindia when he was barely thirty-four; and 
Napoleon had overrun Italy and defeated half«a- 
dozen Austrian Armies before he had completed 
his twenty-eighth year. Marshal Saxe, Wolfe, 
and Marlborough were all in the heyday of life. 
These illustrations of the advantage of placing 
commands in the hands of young and vigorous 
men recurred to the minds of the British public, 
and the Ministry were called up>on by the press 
and the Opposition to be guided by the experience 
of history. On the o'ther hand, it was contended 
by the Duke of York and the friends of seniority 
that the instances cited in favour of young 
Generals were too few to warrant a departure 
from the rule of justice — ^justice to the individuals 
and to the Service, if not to the nation. The 
examples of accelerated pace by which Alexander 
and Napoleon had achieved great works were rare. 
Nature in the main vindicates her law. Skill to 
do comes of doing ; knowledge comes by eyes 
always open and working hands ; and there is no 
knowledge that is not power. Such was the basis 
of tbe argument, and Blakeney, Elliott, and Aber- 
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cromby had supplied proofs of its force. There- 
fore, Lieutenant-General Sir Hew Dalrymple was 
selected to command the force destined, as the 
General Order expressed it, "for a particular 
service." 

Never was so magniHcent a force in soldiers, 
maiSrielt and Generals sent from the shores of 
England. It numbered nearly 30,000 men and 
Officers. The Oorps which formed this fine Army 
were the 3rd, 18th, and 20th Light Dragoons, the 
King's German Legion (an admirable Cavalry), to 
which were afterwards added the 10th and 15th 
Light Dragoons, several batteries of Artillery, the 
2nd Queen's Boyals, the 4th, the 5th, and 
the 6th Foot, the Ist Battalion of the 9th, the 
2nd of the 20th, the 1st of the 2dth and 29th, 
the 32nd, 36th, and 38th, the 40th, 43rd, 45th, 
the 52nd Light Lifantry, the 60th, a Battalion of 
the 71st, the 79th, 82nd, 91st, 92nd, and 97th, 
with several Light Battalions, English and Ger- 
man, a Veteran Battalion, and a Garrison 
company I 

To assist Sir Hew Dalrymple in the disposition 
of this large Force, Lieutenant-General Sir Elany 
Burrard was nominated second in command ; and 
the General Officers who were appointed to com- 
mand Corps and Divisions comprised the honoured 
names of John Moore, Wellesley, Brent Spencer, 
Hope, Paget, Mackenzie, Hill, Ferguson, Craufurd, 
Acland, Stewart, and many more. Brigadier- 
General Clinton (1st Foot Guards) was the Adju- 
tant-General* ; Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, of the 
drd Foot GuaJrds, was appointed Quartermaster- 
General ; and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Henry 
Torrens, of the 89th, filled the post of Military 
Secretary to Sir Hew Dalrymple, the Commander 
of the Forces. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley's Corps was the first to 
embark. To determine the course of operations 
that might be most agreeable to the Supreme 
Junta, Sir Arthur preceded the Corps in a sloop 
and went to Corunna. The judgment of the 
Junta decreed a landing at lasbon, but to this 
the authorities at Oporto objected. We need not 
enter into a review of their reasons. Thus re- 
stricted. Sir Arthur proceeded with his Corps, 
which did not number 10,000 men, to Mondego 
Bay, where he was to be joined by Major-Genend 
Brent Spencer, with 4,800 men. 

On the 1st of August, 1808, Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley landed at Mondego Bay, and within a week 
his Force was strengthened by the accession of 
Spencer's Division. As soon as Sir Arthur 
Wellesley landed he issued the following General 
Orders: 

'' The troops are to understand that Portugal is 

* To avoid being oonfonnded vith the Staff OflBcerB at 
bead quarters theae appointments were called ** Actiog." 



a country friendly to His Majesty ; that it is essen- 
tially necessary to their own success that the most 
strict obedience should be preserved, that proper- 
ties and persons should be respected, and that no 
injury should be done which it is possible to 
avoid. The Lieutenant-General declares his de- 
termination to punish in the most exemplary 
manner all who may be convicted of acts of out- 
rage and plunder against the persons or property 
of any of the people of the country. 

" It is almost essential to the success of the 
Army that the religious prejudices and opinions of 
the people of the country should be respected, and 
with this view the Lieutenant-General desires the 
following rules may be observed : 

'* 1. No OfBcer or soldier belonging to the Army 
is to go to any place of religious worship during 
the performance of Divine service in such places, 
excepting with the permission of the Officer com« 
manding his Begiment, and the General Officer 
commanding the Brigade to which he belongs. 

"2. When an Officer or soldier shall visit a 
church or any other place of religious worship 
from motives of curiosity at periods when Divine 
service is not perf oimed, he is to remain uncovered 
while in the church. 

" 3. When the Host passes in the streets, Officers 
and soldiers not on duty are to halt and front it, 
the Officers to pull off their hats, and the soldiers 
to put their hands to their caps. When it shall 
pass a guard, the guard will turn out and present 
arms; when a sentry, the sentry must present 
arms. 

The plan of the British General was to march 
upon Lisbon. Marshal Junot heard of his arrival, 
and,. with the promptitude common to French 
Officers, sent Generals Laborde and Loison to 
check the English. The adversaries met first at 
Obidos — ^the Bifiemen pushed back the French, 
and, in spite of the obstacles of a hilly country, 
the British reached Boriga. Foremost in attack 
went the 1st Batt.of the 29th. Encountering a 
superior Force and losing its Commander, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lake, it fell back a little. Pre- 
sently the 9 th came up, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stewart. The 29th rallied, and the two Corps, 
gallantly forcing their way through the obstinate 
French line, gained the table-land. But Stewart 
fell, mortally wounded. The 5th Foot and the 
flank companies under Colonel Hill followed up 
the accUvitous ground. Laborde retreated, 
covered by his Cavalry. Balljdng and deploying 
at Zambugina, he again showed fight. Spencer 
dashed at him with the bayonet, and the 
English were left masters of the field.f The 

t In this battle the Shrapnell sbella were first used, aod 
with excellent effect. Sir H. Shrapneirs idea consisted in 
placing in a spherical covering of gun metal, sufficiently 
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50tli, 52nd, and 97tli Begiments behaved admi- 
rably. For a moment Wellesley halted his troops 
and went to Lonrinha to * secure the landing of 
the Brigades of Acland and Anstrather. His 
little Army now amounted to 16,000 men and 
eighteen pieces of artillery. With this Force he 
took up a position at Vimiero, and intended to 
march npon Lisbon at once. But the arrival of 
Sir Harry Burrard, his superior Officer, caused a 
suspension of his plan. Burrard thought it would 
be advisable to wait for Sir Hew Dalrymple. Wel- 
lesley had faith in his troops, believed that one suc- 
cess, if speedily followed up, insured another, and. 
imagined that bhe French would be scared by so 
rapid an advance. Burrard was obdurate. A 
happy accident enabled Sir Arthur to gratify the 
wishes of his heart. Jnnot, suspecting his inten- 
tions, had marched out of Lisbon after the affair 
at Boriga, and gave Wellesley battle at Vimiero. 
This was on the 21st of August. The ground 
was stubbornly contested — -for four hours the 
fight unremittingly continued. The 43rd, 52nd, 
and 97th did terrible execution with their bayonets. 
Burrard came upon the field in the heat of the 
contest, but handsomely allowed Wellesley the 
honour of completing the work he had begun. 
The French were entirely routed, and nearly 3,000 
of NapolQon's choice troops lay upon the heights. 
Now would Wellesley have pushed on for Lisbon. 
Burrard did not think the Artillery horses were in 
fit condition for the work ; the French were very 
strong in Oavalry and commanded by Kellerman, 
who had won a great victory at Marengo for 
Napoleon. While the subject was deliberating, 
Sir Hew Dalr3rmple, the Gommander-in-Ohief, 
arrived. He agreed with Wellesley that a for- 
ward movement was desirable. But at that 
moment General Kellerman arrived with a flag of 

thin, all the balls it could be made to contain, and to add 
the exact quantity of powder necessary to burst the case. 
The projectile, thus constructed and provided with a 
fusee, is fired from a gun ; the case bursts during the 
passage ; then the balls continue to move with the Telo- 
city given to the ball at the moment of explosion ; thej 
separate in the air, and form a gerbe, which carries the 
bullets to distances much beyond those at which firing 
irith shot ceases to be efifective. Sir Henry was the first 
who attended to the initial velocity of projectiles, and 
took it as the basis for firing shrapnolls. This method of 
treating the firing of hollow projectiles was entirely new, 
and there was much justice in giving these shells the 
name of their inventor. The first experiments on these 
projectiles, which Shrapnell called '* spherical case,*' were 
inade in 1808. They furnished from the commencement 
very satisfactory results. The shrapnells were employed 
by Lord Wellington with great success during the whole 
Peninsular war. The great difilculty in firing shrapnells, 
as may be easily conceived, consisted in causing the projec- 
tile to burst at any given distance. After the peace of 
],815, the improvements which the inventor found out by 
constant study, were directed to this object : and they led 
in England to results which were proved by ei^periments 
in the Indian wars. 



truce and a proposal from Marslial Junot to 
evacuate Portugal with his Army. After some 
discussion the proposal was agreed to, and a Con- 
vention was signed, under which the French Army 
embarked at Lisbon in Russian ships, and left the 
field clear to the English. 

The rejoicings of the people of England over 
the victories at Bori9a and Vimiero were sorely 
damped by the '' Convention of Cintra," as it was 
called. They would have preferred the capture 
of the French Army, and its more complete dis- 
grace. Their sentiments and the scenes which 
ensued upon the intelligence of the battle, and 
their sequel, were aptly described in a portion of 
Byron*8 *' Childe Harold," — ^not published at the 
time — 



'* Well I wot when first the news did oome 

That Viiniero's field by Oaul was lost, 
For paragraph ne paper scarce had room : 
Such peaans tuned for our triumphal host, 
In * Courier,' *Ohronicle,' and * Morning Post.' 

''But when Convention sent his handy- work, 

Pens, tongues, feet, hands, combined in wild uproar ; 

Mayor, Aldermen, laid down the uplifted fork ; 
The Bench of Bishops half forgot to snore : 
Stern Cobbett, who for one whole week forbore 

To question aught, once more with transport leapt, 
And bit his devilish quill again, and swore 

With foe such treaty never should be kept,— 

Then burst the blatant beast^ and roared, and raged, 
and slept." 

The " blatant beast " found an adequate repre- 
sentative in the Corporation of the City of 
London. That erudite and self-sufficient body 
went up to the throne with an address, in which 
the Convention was freely criticised. The Lord 
Mayor and his sapient colleagues expressed great 
indignation on behalf of the troops : '* We have 
had," said the sages east of Temple Bar, " the 
sad mortification of seeing the laurels so nobly 
acquired torn from the brows of our brave 
soldiers, and terms granted disgraceful to the 
British name ;" and they called upon the King to 
institute an inquiry into what they termed the 
** dishonourable and unprecedented transaction." 
The King and his Ministers were indignant at the 
dictatorial tone assumed by the Corporation. The 
King told them that he was fully sensible of their 
loyalty, attachment, and so forth; but he re- 
minded the meddlers that it was ** inconsistent 
vjith the principles of British jv^tice to pronowice 
judgment wUhmt previous i^ivestigation" He 
permitted the Lord Mayor and aldermen to kiss hia 
hand/)ro/orma, but when the Common Council ad- 
vanced to perform the same act of homage, the 
indignant monarch turned his back upon them. 

The ''Convention of Cintra" was for many 
years a standing subject of censure and ridicule 
in England. Military critics, who were supposed 
to know something about such matters, were as 
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prodigal of tlieir animadversions as the civil 
censors. It was not until Sir William Napier — 
who, to the indefatigable industry of the historian, 
united the acute commentator upon Military 
events — took the subject of the Peninsular war 
in hand, that a righteous judgment was pro- 
nounced. In speaking of the Convention, Sir 
William Napier says : " Suppose that Sir Arthur 
Wellesley had pursued his own plan, , and that 
Junot, cut off from Lisbon, and half his Forces 
had been driven to the Upper Tagus, he was still 
master of flying to Almeida or Elvas, and could 
have been joined by some troops from Santarem. 
Then the akdvantage of a Oonvention would have 
been appreciated. The Army, exclusive of Moore*8 
Division, which had not arrived at Mondego Bay 
from Sweden, had neither provisions nor the means 
of transporting provisions for more than ten days ; 
the Fleet was the only solid resource, but a gale 
from any point between S. and N.W. would have 
driven the ships away or cast them on a lee-shore. 
It was, therefore, indispensable to secure the 
mouth of the Tagus for the safety of the Fleet, 
and this would have involved the occupation of 
several places, to do which Artillery would have 
had to be dragged over mountains by men, for the 
Artillery horses could not perform the work. And 
in the meantime, the French in Lisbon and other 
adjunct places would have united with Junot, 
and then Elvas would have to be taken, and three 
months of arduous operations, carried on in a 
sickly season and a pestilent situation, which would 
have ruined the Army* —so the Conventlun was a 
great and solid advantage for the Allies » and a 
blunder on the part of the French" 

The Oonvention became the subject of a 
lengthened inquiry in England before a Board 
of General Officers, but no adverse decision was 
pronounced upon the conduct of the Officers by 
whom it was signed. Sir Arthur Wellesley could 
not conceal his dissatisfaction, however, with the 
general management of the Army of Portugal, 
and, obtaining leave, he returned home. 

Napoleon was very much disconcerted by the 
expulsion of Junot from Portugal He had 
sneered at ''the Sepoy General," as he termed 
Sir Arthur when he heard of his landing in 
Portugal ; but if he had had an opportunity of 
reading the despatches and general orders written 
by that able Officer during Ms campaigns in India, 
his own sagacity would have readily detected the 
elements of that mighty genius for war which 
was soon to find its true development in the 
sierras of Spain and the plains of Belgium. 

Previous to Sir Arthur Wellesley *s arrival in 
Portugal the Spaniards had made great efforts, 
with miserable means, to overcome the French. 



* Only 25,000 InfaDtTy were Et for duty at this time. 



With a comparatively slight exception the Spanish, 
Army "was composed of irregulars — ^a mere rabble, 
in fact, but imbued with patriotic ardour and un- 
questionable courage. Badly commanded — for 
their Generals had had no experience of war — 
they endured defeat after defeat, invariably, how- 
ever, returning to the contest, and ultimately 
compelling an entire French corps d'amiee at 
Baylen in Andalusia to surrender themselves 
prisoners of war.f 

While Sir Arthur Wellesley triumphed in 
Portugal the Spaniards were . doing wonders in 
Northern Spain. Joseph Bonaparte could not 
stand against the Armies they had managed to 
bring into the field, and therefore left Madrid. 
Napoleon did not succumb to circumstances. On 
the contrary, in the height of his fury he resolved 
to crush Spain. His Armies were scattered all 
over Europe ; 500,000 disciplined men every- 
where maintained the supremacy of France. Gall- 
ing together the Imperial Guards and the veterans 
of Jena, Austerlitz, and Friedland, he directed 
them against the devoted band, till 200,000 men 
accustomed to battle had penetrated the gloomy 
fortresses of the Western Pyren?e3, and 40,000 
inferior soldiers assembled on the eastern ridges 
of those gigantic hills. To further his designs, he 
entered into a treaty of alliance, offensive and 
defensive, with the Emperor of all the Eussias at 
Erfurth, and the two Emperors addressed a joint 
letter to the King of Great Britain, entreating him 
to make peace ** in the name of humanity." Mr 
Canning, who ably managed the foreign affairs of 
Great Britain in 1808, insisted that Spain, Swe- 
den, Sicily, and Portugal should be parties to any 
treaty of that nature. This being refused, Oan- 
ning determined to assist the Spaniards in their 
struggle for independence. Another An^y was 
equipped, and sent under Sir David Baird to Oo- 
runna, whither Sir John Moore was ordered to 
proceed and meet him with all his Division. It 
was computed that 30,000 Infantry and 5,000 
Cavalry would thus be available in the North of 
Spain to co-operate with the Spanish levies. But 
Sir John Moore was at Lisbon with his Division, 
and as there was every reason to believe that the 
voyage to Corunna would be tedious and pre- 
carious, it was decided by Sir Hew Dalrymple that 
he should march by land to Elvas, via Almeida, a 

t It is worthy of remark that in this battle, distin- 
guished as the first victory of the Spaniards, a single 
British Officer was present Captain (afterwards Sir 
Samford) Whittingham, who had been appointed a 
Deputy-Assistant Quartermaster-General in Sicily, 
obtained permission from Sir Hew Dalrymple, then 
Governor of Gibraltar, on whose Sta£f he temporarily 
acted as Military Secretary, to go to Spain and serve 
under General Castanos. The arrangement was agree- 
able to Castanos, as it served to cement the alliance 
between Spain and England. 
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distance of 800 miles, and there form a junction 
with Baird and Sir John Hope. It was very 
doubtfal if the province of Qallicia conld supply 
the Force of Sir David Baird alone, and it would 
be quite impossible for it to make provision for 
85,000 men and horses. 

Sir John Moore set forth upon his march of 
800 miles under very discouraging circumstances. 
He was going through a poor and unsettled 
country, where, nevertheless, he was to procure 
transport for his stores, ammunition, and the 
baggage of the Officers. He had but little money, 
and an inexperienced Staff— ;few of the subordi- 
nate Officers of his Oorps had served a campaign, 
and the Administrative Departments were new to 
_a Service wherein no energy and zeal could pre- 
vent the effects of inexperience from being severely 
felt. 

The roads were very bad ; the rainy season 
80 baleful to troops was at hand. Gold, ** which 
tumeth the wheels of war,'* might have smoothed 
away some of the difficulties of the situation, but 
that commodity was very scarce. Then the Spanish 
troops were without a Generalissimo with whom 
Moore could co-operate. Baird was to join Sir 
John at Eivas, 200 miles from Oorunna, and he 
too was scantily provided with money. And 
when the junction with the two Corps had been 
effected, there were still 800 miles to march hoxa 
Elvas before they could reach the Ebro. How- 
ever, there was little time for deliberation, and no 
immediate means of surmounting, the obstacles 
referred to. Moore set forth. Many Begiments 
were in movement when the officials and country 
people declared that the roads north of the Tagus 
were impracticable for Artillery. The truth of 
this allegation could neither be established nor 
controverted, so Moore sent his guns by Talavera, 
while he took the Almeida route, keeping one 
battery of six guns with him to test the quality 
of the roads. 

The Spaniards were at this moment in consider- 
able force around Madrid. But there was neither 
harmony among the Juntas^ nor concert among 
the Generals. Vanity and jealousy fomented 
quarrels, and prevented that combination of ope- 
rations which might have secured the advantages 
that had been gained. In the midst of this dis- 
cord Napoleon arrived at Madrid with fresh troops. 
He attacked, and beat the Spaniards in every 
direction. Sir John Moore had left Lisbon at 
the end of October, and got as far as Valladolid 
by the 15th of November. He had had some 
trouble with his troops. Too little under the 
control of their Officers, they plundered and mal- 
treated the peasantry, to an extent which ren- 
dered the services of the Provost Marshal neces- 
sazy. Sir John Moore was determined to check, 
if posuble, the tendency to rapine, and a very 



serious case having come before him, he issued the 
following order : 

** Genbbal Obdebs. 

"November 11, 1808. 

'* Nothing could be more pleasing to the Oom- 
mander of the Forces than to show mercy to a 
soldier of good character under his command, 
who had been led inadvertently to commit a 
crime ; but he should consider himself neglectfi:^ 
of his duty, if, from ill-judged lenity, he pardoned 
deliberate villany. 

"The crime committed by the prisoner now 
under sentence is of this nature, and there is nothing 
in his private character or conduct which could 
give the least hope of his amendment, were he 
pardoned; he must, therefore, suffer the awful 
punishment to which he has been condemned. 

''The Oommander of the Forces trusts that 
the troops he commands will seldom oblige him 
to resort to punishment of this kind ; and such is 
his opinion of British soldiers, that he is convinced 
they will not, if the Officers do their duty, and 
pay them proper attention. 

'^He, however, takes this opportunity to 
declare to the Army that he is determined to 
show no mercy to plunderers and marauders, or, 
in other words, to thieves and villains. 

'*The Army is sent by England to aid and 
support the Spanish nation, not to plunder and 
rob its inhabitants. And soldiers who so far for- 
get what is due to their own honour and that of 
their country, as to commit such acts, shall be 
delivered over to justice ; the Military law must 
take its course, and the punishment it awards 
shall be inflicted." 

At Valladolid Sir John endeavoured to move the 
Junta and the people to afford him their co-opera- 
tion. His efforts were perfectly futile. The 
former, stupefied and timid, and the latter detest- 
ing the heretic English, though they dealt with 
them largely, refused to stir. By the 28rd of 
November the British Oorps reached Salamanca. 
Moore had marched 400 miles with 12,000 
Infantry and six guns. But he was too late to be 
of any use. "The campaign was at an end." 
Napoleon was in the ascendant. Still the (General 
knew that he had done his duty. He had pushed 
forward to the assistance of Spain at the instance 
of the people of England. He had been officially 
assured that 100,000 Spanish troops covered his 
march, and that the people were enthusiastic. He 
found, on the contrary, that he was unsupported 
either by soldiers or inhabitants. The Spaniards 
had been defeated at Tudela, and the French were 
advancing in great force. Sir John Hope had by 
this time joined Sir J. Moore ; and the latter 
formed the resolution of retreating, but subee- 
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qtiently it occurred to liim tliat Napoleon was 
more desirous of striking a blow against the Eng- 
lish than of overaweing any particular province, or 
of obtaining possession of any particular town. 
He, therefore, changed his plan, and determined 
to throw himself upon the communications of the 
French Army, hoping to inflict a severe loss upon 
the French troops guarding them before the main 
body could arrive. To relieve Spain at a critical 
moment, and give time to the South to organise 
its defences and recover courage, '* he was willing 
to draw the enemy's whole power upon himself. 
He saw the peril for his own Army — ^knew that it 
must glide along the edge of a precipice, cross a 
gulf on a rotten plank ; hut he cUso l^^ew the mar" 
tial qucdifications of his eoldiers, felt the pulsations 
of his own genius, and the object being worth 
the deed, he dared essay it even against Napo- 
leon." 

Sir John Moore's attention was constantly 
directed to Madrid. The information he had 
received led him to suppose that the town still 
held out against the French. In that direction, 
then, he marched his Army. His Oavalry, ad- 
mirably commanded by Lord Paget (afterwards 
Earl of Uxbridge and Marquis of Anglesey), did 
good service. At Sahagun his. Lordship, with 
the 10th and 15th Light Dragoons, surprised 
General Debelle. The 10th marched straight to 
the town ; the 15th turned it by the right, and 
endeavoured to cat off the enemy, and when 400 
reached the rear of the village they found a line 
of 600 French Dragoons. The 10th were not in 
sight, but Lord Paget headed the 15th in one of 
those charges which had given it celebrity "at 
Villiers en Goach^ and Emsdorff, broke the French 
column, killed 20 Dragoons, and took 13 Officers 
and 154 men prisoners. It was a vigorous affair, 
every way worthy the spirit and discipline of 
British Dragoons. These outpost detached affairs 
could not be avoided, but Sir John resisted every 
temptation to fight a general battle. In feet, to 
draw Napoleon from the South was his design, 
and it behoved the man to be alert who inter- 
fered between the lioxi^and his prey. 

On the 20th December Sir David Baird effected 
a junction with Sir John Moore, and on the fol- 
lowing day Napoleon heard of Moore's advance. 
The Emperor instantly changed his plans, halted 
all his Oorps, and directed his movements upon 
the English. In spite of storms of hail and 
drifting snow, he led his soldiers over the moun- 
tains. It was now Moore's time to alter his pur- 
poses. He had approached Sahagun intending 
to attack Marshal Soult, but retreat was inevi- 
table, for the French Force was immensely in 
excess of his own. Masking his retrograde 
movement by keeping the Cavalry and the Beserve 
in the rear, he turned about, intending to move 



upon the nearest seaport in Galiola. The enemy 
closely followed him. Paget's Cavalry weU per« 
formed its duty, engaging the enemy's advance, 
and inflicting upon them serious losses. At 
Mayorga and Benavente some very brilliant deeds 
were performed by the Light Dragoons ; at the 
last-named place, the French celebrated Cavalry 
General, Lefebvre Desnouettes, was made prisoner. 
The whole of the Beserve of General Moore's 
Force behaved admirably. But the conduct of 
great numbers of the men in the retreating 
columns was atrocious. ''The bad example of 
murmuring given by men of high rank," writes 
Napier — ^from whom this account of Sir John 
Moore's retreat is chiefly abridged — " had 
descended lower; many Begimental Officers 
neglected their duty, and what with dislike to a 
retreat, the severity of the weather and the inex- 
perience of the Army, the previous fine discipline 
of the troops was broken down ; disgraceful 
excesses had been committed at Valderas, and Sir 
John Moore found himself under the necessity of 
reproaching the Army for its evil deeds, and ap- 
pealing to the honour of the soldiers for amend- 
ment." Before leaving Benavente Sir John issued 
the following General Order : 

'' Head-quarters, Benavente, December 27. 

'' The Commander of the Forces has observed 
with concern the extremely bad conduct of the 
troops at a moment when they are about to come 
into contact with the enemy, and when the 
greatest regularity and the best conduct are the 
most requisite. He is the more concerned at this, 
as, until lately, the behaviour of that part of the 
Army, at least, which was under his own imme- 
diate command, was exemplary, and did them 
much honour. 

"The misbehaviour of the troops in the 
colamn which marched by Valderas to this place 
exceeds what he could have believed of British, 
soldiers. It is disgraceful to the Officers, as it 
strongly marks their negligence and inattention. 

** The Commander of the Forces refers to the 
General Orders of the 15th of October and the 
11th of November. He desires that they may 
be again read at the head of every company of 
the Army ; he can add nothing but his determina- 
tion to execute them to the fullest extent. 

''He can feel no mercy towards Officers who 
neglect, in times like these, essential duties ; or 
towards soldiers who injure the country they are 
sent to protect. The Spanish Forces have been 
overpowered; and, untU such time as they are 
re-assembled and ready again to come forward, the 
situation of the Army must be arduous, and such 
as to call for the exertion of qualities the most 
rare and valuable in a Military body. These are 
not bravery alone, but patience and constancy 
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under fatigae and hardship, obedience to com- 
mand, Bobriety, firmness, and resolation in every 
difficult situation in which they may be placed. 
It is by the display of such qualities alone that 
the Army can expect to deserve the name of 
soldiers, that they can be able to withstand the 
Forces opposed to them, or to fulfil the expecta- 
tions of their country. 

" It is impossible for the C^eneral to explain to 
his Army the motive for the movements he 
directs. The Commander of the Forces can, 
however, assure the Army that he has made none 
since he left Salamanca which he did not foresee 
and was not prepared for ; and, as far as he is a 
judge, they have answered the purposes for which 
they were intended. 

" When it is proper to fight a battle he will do 
it, and he will choose the time and place he thinks 
most fit ; in the meantime he begs the Officers 
and soldiers of the Army to attend diligently to 
discharge their parts, and to leave to him and to 
the General Officers the decision of measures 
which belong to them alone. 

''The Army may rest assured that there is 
nothing he has more at heart than their honour 
and that of their country." 

' Unhappily the remonstrance was unheeded. 
Whenever the opportunity offered, the men 
straggled into the villages, pillaged the houses, 
and got drunk. 

By the time Napoleon had reached Astorga, he 
heard that the Austrians were looking up again, 
and preparing to renew hostilities. Quick as 
lightning he flew from Spain, leaying Soult to 
conduct the pursuit of " the English leopards," as 
he habitually called them. Marshal Soult pressed 
onwards with fury. Everything was against Sir 
John Moore. The natural strength of the country 
was unavailing — the resources were few for an 
Army in winter quarters. Corunna was the port 
that could most easily be reached, whence he 
could go round to Cadiz and assist the Spaniards 
in the South. His Army was now 21,500 strong, 
but disease and intemperance were daily thinning 
the ranks. At Bembribee the men of Sir David 
Baird's Division got into the wine-vaults, and 
hundreds were soon intoxicated. When the He- 
serve entered the town they found the streets and 
houses full of drunken stragglers from lihe preced- 
ing Divisions. Parties were immediately employed 
to collect them all together, and 'the principal 
church was filled with the drunken fools. At 
Villafranca also great excesses were conmiitted. 
Bakers were driven from their ovens— wine-stores 
were forced. 

Januaiy, 1809, found Sir John Moore still 
retreating, and as the men continued to give way 
to their marauding habits, he determined to make 



an example of the first offenders. . He had not 
long to wait for victims of his just wrath. 
Shortly after the Begiments were in their quarters 
at Galcabellos, three men were found plundering 
a deserted house in the town ; one was a straggler 
from the Artillery, another from the Ghiards, and 
the third was a man of the name of Lewis, of the 
1st Battallion of tbe 52nd Regiment. Considering 
this a fit opportunity to make an impression on 
the minds of the soldiers, next morning (the 3rd 
of January) Major-General the Hon. Edward 
Paget assembled the Reserve in square, about 
a mile in front of Galcabellos, and the delinquents 
were brought out for execution. The ropes were 
already round their necks, and the unfortunate 
men were held up in the arms of those who were 
to perform the execution. The Major-General 
was pointing out the necessity of enforcing the 
strictest discipline, when at this instant a Cavalry 
Officer galloped into the square, and reported the 
enemy's advance. The General immediately com- 
municated this to the Division, and at the same 
time declared that if the French Cavalry were 
absolutely ready to charge the square, he should 
not be deterred from executing the punishment ; 
but that if the Reserve would now promise faith- 
fully that similar acts should not occur, he would 
spare the lives of those unhappy men ; and (to 
give the greatest solemnity to this engagement), 
he ended by saying, " If you mean to fulfil your 
promise, you wUl all repeat distinctly three times, 
' Tes, yes, yes V " The words resounded from 
all parts of the square, and the men were taken 
down. But little time was left for refiection, for 
at the same instant a second Cavalry Officer 
reported that the pickets had been some time 
engaged, and were then hard pressed, and Com- 
manding Officers were ordered to march their 
Begiments to the alarm posts which had been 
previously assigned to them in the town. 

When Sir John Moore reached Lugo with his 
Army, he announced to his Generals his intention 
of offering battle to Marshal Soult. 

It has been well said that " a British Army 
niay be gleaned on a retreat, but cannot be 
reaped ; whatever may be their misery, the soldiers 
will always be found clean at review and ready at 
a fight." 

Hardly had the order for the preparation for 
battle been issued when the Line, so attenuated 
before, was filled with vigorous men full of con- 
fidence and valour. No fewer than fifteen hun- 
dred had fallen in action or dropped to the rear. 
Moore had therefore about 20,000 men only to 
oppose to the cohorts in his rear. Two days, 
however, passed and Marshal Soult refused battle. 
He awaited the arrival of Marshal Ney. Moore 
could wait no longer — ^his provisions were running 
very short. Vast numbers of the men were re- 
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dnoed to subsist on salt beef and pork, withont 
bread or vegetables of any kind. The order for 
a farther retrograde movement was given. It was 
the signal for h-esh disorders among Ike soldiers 
of Baud's Division. Sir John moved on in the 
night. Fires were kept burning along the line 
just quitted, to deter Soult from continuing the 
pursuit for a few hours. At last, after a most ex- 
hausting march, during which the 52nd and 95th 
Begiments, which formed the Infantry of the Be- 
serve, behaved admirably, Sir John Moore reached 
Gorunna. But no ships had arrived from Vigo 1 
Here, then, the retiring Army was obliged to halt. 
Sir John found Gorunna weakly fortified. He 
immediately set the Engineers to improve the 
works, and he occupied the citadel. On the 12th 
of January (1809) Soult appeared on the heights 
T>verlooking the town of Gorunna. His Artillery 
fired upon the Reserve, but it was quickly 
silenced. The Divisions of Baird and Hope 
occupied some elevated ground between Soult's 
legions and Gorunna. On the 14th of January 
the welcome transports arrived from Vigo. Sir 
John Moore caused the dismounted Gavalry, the 
sick, the best horses, and fifty guns, to be em- 
barked without delay. By tiie morning of the 
16th every encumbrance had been got on board. 
In the evening the fighting men would have been 
embarked. But ''a glorious event gave a 
more graceful though a melancholy termination 
to the campaign." Marshal Soult delivered 
battle. At two in the afternoon the enemy's Line 
got under arms, and shortly after the light troops 
of both Armies were engaged, and the battle 
became general. Major-General Paget .advanced 
with the Beserve to support loeutehant-Gkneral 
Lord W. Bentinck's Brigade, which the enemy 
was endeavouring to turn. The French attack 
in front was directed to the village of Elrina. 
The 4th, 42nd, and 50th Begiments guarded the 
village. Sir John Moore rode up to them. The 
42nd, obeying or mistaking orders, retired for a 
moment before a galling fire. '* Highlanders, 
remember Egypt I " cried Sir John, ad(Ung, " My 
brave 42nd, rejoin your comrades 1 Ammunition 
is coming I Use your bayonets 1 " He then 
turned to the 50th, which was bravely maintain- 
ing its ground, when he was struck by a cannon 
shot, wluch shattered his arm, and lacerated the 
muscles of the left breast, so materially injur- 
ing the parts adjacent as to preclude every hope 
of the wound not proving mortal. The shot 
brought the General immedii^tely to the ground ; 
but so far was he from expressing the elightest 
concern for himself, or evincing symptoms of the 
excruciating agony he must have sustained, that 
he surveyed his wound with rather a smiling coun- 
tenance, and with the greatest coolness and compo- 
sure observed that he was sensible all aid would be 



useless ; iclesiring the Officer who profiPered his as- 
sistance to go immediately and inform General Hope 
of the circumstance, on whom the command now 
devolred, Sir Dand Baird haviog been previously 
wounded, and reluctantly compelled to leave the 
field.* Six soldiers, with tearful eyes and sorrow- 
ing hearts, conveyed their beloved Gommander 
from the field of battle in a blanket, to his 
quarters at Gorun^; on the way to which he 
anxiously inquired if the enemy had been com- 
pelled to retire ; being answered in the affirmative, 
he said, ** Then I am perfectly happy, and my life 
or death is of no cond^uence whatever," or words 
to the same effect. An eye-witness of the last 
hours of Sir John Moore gives the following 
interesting details of the melancholy event : 

"I met the General on the evening of the 16 th 
instant, as some soldiers were bringing him to 
Gorunna, supported in a blanket, with sashes. He 
knew me immediately, though it was almost dark ; 
squeezed me by the hand, and said, ' Do not leave 
me.' He spoke to t£e surgeons on their examin- 
ing his wound, but was in such pain he could say 
but little. After some time he seemed very 
anxious to speak to me ; and at intervals expressed 
himself as follows : The first question he asked 
was, ' Are the French beaten ? ' which inquiry 
he repeated to all those he knew, as they entered 
the room. On being assured by all that the 
French were beaten, he exclaimed, 'I hope the 
people of England will be satisfied. ' I hope my 
country will do me justice. Tou will see my 
friends as soon as you possibly can. Tell them 
everything — say to my mother — (here his voice 
failed him)-^Hope — Hope — I have much to say, 
but cannot get it out. Is Golonel Graham, and 
are all my Aides-de-Gamp well ? I have made my 
will, and have remembered my servants. Gol- 
bome has my will, and all my papers.' Major 
Golbome (his principal Aide^e-Gamp) then came 
into the room. He spoke most kindly to him, 
and then said to me, ' Bemember, you go to — • 
and tell him it is my request, and that I expect 
he will befriend Major Golbome; he has been 
long with me, and I know him most worthy of 
it.' He then again asked Major Golbome if the 
French were beaten ; and, on being told they 
were repulsed on every point, he said it was a 
great satisfaction in his last moments to know he 



* A trait in the oondnct of Lieutenant- General Baird* 
which reflects great hononr on hia cluuraoter as a soldier 
and on his feelings as a man, is here worth mentioning. 
Having been wounded (as before stated) in the upper part 
of his arm, professional assistance was immediately 
tendered, when, hearing that the Oommander-in- Chief 
was also woonded, he insisted on the Surgeon's leaving 
him and going to Sir John Moore,' and he himself was 
taken on boanl the ViUe de Paris, where his arm was 
amputated near the socket by the sorgeon of that ship. 
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had beat the French. 'Is General Paget in the 
room ? ' On my telling him he was not, he said, 
* Bemember me to him. I feel myself so strong, I 
fear I shall be long dying. I am in great pain.' He 
then thanked the doctors for their attention. 
Captains ^ Percy and Stanhope came into the 
room ; he spoke kindly to botiii, and asked Percy 
if all his Aides-de-Oamp were well. He pressed 
my hand close to his body, a^ in a few minutes 
died without a straggle. He said to me while 
the surgeons were examining his wound, ' You 
know I have always wished to die in this way.' " 

Thus fell, in his 47th year, one of the finest 
soldiers and ablest Generals that eyer adorned the 
British Army. 

' The superstition of the Chapter of the Oatholio 
Cathedral at Corunna would not permit the re- 
mains of Sir John Moore to be interred within 
the edifice. The body was, therefore, wrapped in 
a military doak, and interred by the Officers of 
the Staff on the ramparts of the citadel. The 
guns of the enemy paid his funeral honours, and 
Marshal Soult, with a noble feeling of respect for 
his valour, raised a monument to his memory. 

The French Army having been checked at all 
points by the determined bravery and perseverance 
of the British, it fell back to its original position 
a little before dark, and the wounded of the latter 
having been collected by torchlight, the Army 
was embarked at St Lucia. On the morning of 
the 17th the enemy brought down some pieces 
of artillery and opened a cannonade upon the 
shipping, but it was perfectly innocuous. The 
rest of the force got on board, and the transports 
sailed for England. 

Powerful as had been the grief of the English 
people when they lost Wolfe, Abercromby, and 
Nelson, their sorrow probably found louder ex- 
pression when they received the tidings of the 
death of Sir John Moore. Since his name first 
came before the public in connection with the 
campaign in Egypt, down to the hour when they 
heard of his earnest assumption of the cause of 
Spain, he had been a subject of admiration. 
Everything was hoped for from his skill and 
judgment. 

It is said that the King was greatly affected 
when the news of the catastrophe at Corunna 
reached him, and the Duke of York penned a 
General Order which, while it expressed his sor- 
row, rea4. a lesson on discipline to the Officers 
and to the Army at large, which had recently ex- 
hibited the effects of good order and thdr reverse. 

"Gbnebal Obdbbs. 

** The benefits derived to our Army from the 
example of a distinguished Commander do not 
terminate at his death : his virtues Hve in the 
recollection of his associates, and his fame remains 



the strongest incentive to great and glorious 
actions. 

*' In thisTiew, the Commander-in-Chief, amidst 
the deep tffed universal regret which the death of 
laeutenant-General Sir John Moore has occasioned, 
recalls to the troops the Military career of that 
illustrious Officer for their instruction and imita- 
tion. 

'^ Sir John Moore, from his youth, embraced the 
profession with the feelings and sentiments of a 
soldier ; he felt that a perfect knowledge and an 
exact performance of the humble but important 
duties of a Subaltern Officer are the best founda- 
tions for subsequent Military fame ; and his 
ardent mind, while it looked forward to those 
brilliant achievements for which it was formed, 
applied itself, with energy and exemplary assi- 
duity, to the duties of that station. 

*' In the school of Regimental duty he obtained 
that correct knowledge of his profession, so essen- 
tial to the proper direction of the gallant spirit of 
the soldier ; and he was enabled to establish a 
characteristic order and regularity of conduct, 
because the troops found in their leader a striking 
example of the discipline which he enforced on 
others. 

«< Having risen to oomn&and, he signalised his 
name in the West Indies, in Holland, and in 
Eg3rpt. The unremitting attention with which 
he devoted himself to the duties of every brandi 
of his profession, obtained him the confidence of 
Sir Ba^h Abercromby, and he became the com- 
panion-in-arms of that illustrious Officer, who 
fell at the head of his victorious troops, in an 
action which maintained our national superiority 
over the arms of France. 

*'Thus Sir John Moore, at an early period, 
obtetlned, with general approbation, that conspi- 
cuous station in which he gloriously terminated 
his useful and honourable life. 

'* In a Military career, obtained amidst the 
dangers of chmate, the privations incident to ser- 
vice, and the sufferings of repeated wounds, it is 
difficult to select any one point as a preferable 
subject for praise ; it exhibits, however, one fea- 
ture so particularly characteristic of the man, and 
so important to the best interests of the Service, 
that the Commander-in-Chief is pleased to mark 
it with his peculiar approbation. 

'' The life of Sir John Moore was spent among 
the troops. 

''During the season of repose, his time was 
devoted to the care and instruction of the Officer 
and soldier ; in war, he courted service in every 
quarter of the globe. Begardless of personal 
considerations, he esteemed that to which his 
country called him, the poet of honour, and by 
his undaunted spirit and unconquerable persever- 
ance, he pointed the way to victory. 
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This oonntiy, ilie object of bis latest soHci- 
tude, will rear a monament to bis lamented 
memory ; and tbe Oommander-in-Obief feels be 
is paying tbe best tribute to bis fame by tbus 
boldlng bim fortb as an example to tbe Army. 

" By order of His Boyal Higbness tbe Com- 
mander -in-Gbief , 

" Habbt Oalyebt, Adjatant-OeneraL 

" Horse Guards, February 1, 1809."* 

It is a strong proof of tbe interest excited 
by Wolfe's ode on tbe deatb of Sir J. Moore, 
tbat, forty-tbree years after tbe event it cele- 
brated, questions were asked as to tbe trutb of 
tbe details of tbe funeral. Tbe Bey. H. J. Symons 
(late vicar of Hereford), wbo performed tbe 
funeral service, answered : " It bad been generally 
supposed tbat tbe interment of General Sir Jobn 
Moore, wbo fell at tbe battle of Oorunna, in 1809, 
took place during tbe nigbt; a mistake wbicb 
doubtless arose from tbe justly admired lines by 
Wolfe becoming more widely known and remem- 
bered, tban tbe official account of tbis interesting 
event in tbe narrative of tbe campaign by tbe 
brotber of Sir Jobn Moore* In Wolfe's monody 
tbe bezD is represented to bave been buried 

** By the straggling moonbeam's misty light^ 
And the lanterns dimly burning : " 

an error of description wbicb bas, doubtless, been 
extended by many pictorial illustrations of tbe 
sad scene. I was cbaplain to tbe Brigade of 
€hiards attacbed to tbe Army under tbe command 
of tbe late Sir Jobn Moore ; and it fell to my lot 
to attend bim in bis last moments. During tbe 
battle be was conveyed from tbe field by a 
Serjeant of tbe 42nd, and some soldiers of tbat 
Kegiment and of tbe Guards, and I followed tbem 
into tbe quarters of tbe General on tbe quay at 
Oorunna, wbere be was laid on a mattress on tbe 
floor ; and I remained witb bim till bis deatb, 
wben I was kneeling by bis side. After wbicb 
it was tbe subject of deliberation wbetber bis 
corpse should be conveyed to England, or be 
buried on tbe spot, wbicb wa^B not determined 
before I left tbe General's quarters. I resolved, 
tberefore, not to embark witb .the troops, but 
remained on sbore till tbe morning, wben, on 
going to bis quarters, I found tbat bis body bad 

* A monument In St Panl's Cathedral and a beanti- 
fnl Btatne in tbe principal sqoare of Glasgow, his native 
town, perpetuate the memory of Sir Jobn Moore ; but 
probably nothing has tended so much to keep alive a 
recollection of his achievements, and the cireamstances 
attending his death as tbe beautiful ode of the Rev. Chas. 
Wolfe. Appearing anonymously, the authorship was by 
many persons assigned to Porson ; others claimed It for 
Southey. At length the author avowed himself. This 
history would be incomplete were the beautiful yerses 
omitted in this volume, and they will, therefore, be found 
in tbe Appendix. 



been removed during tbe nigbt to tbe quarters of 
Oolonel Graham, in tbe citadel, by tbe Officers 
of bis Staff, from wbence it wss borne by tbem, 
assisted by myself, to tbe grave wbicb bad been 
prepared for it on one of tbe bastions of tbe 
citadel. It being now daylight^ tbe enemy dis- 
covered tbat tbe troops bad been witbdrawing 
and embarking during tbe nigbt. A fire was 
opened by tbem sbortly after upon tbe ships 
wbicb were still in tbe barbour. Tbe funeral 
service was, tberefore, performed witbout delay, 
as we were exposed to the fire of tbe enemy's 
guns ; and, after baving sbed a tear over tiie 
remains of tbe departed General, wbose body we 
wrapt 

* With his martial cloak around bim,' 

— -tbere baving been no means to provide a coffin— 
tbe eartb closed upon bim, and 

* We left him alone with his glory ! ' 

Tbe following are tbe names of tbe Officers 
wbo were present, and wbo assisted to bear tbe 
body of Sir Jobn Moore to bis grave : Lord 
Ljrnedocb (tben Colonel Grabam), Lord Seaton 
(then Major Oolbome), General (tben Oolonel) 
Anderson, Oaptains (afterwards Oolonels) Percy 
and Stanbope, and tbe Bev. H. J. Symons, A-M., 
Cbaplain to tbe Guards. 

Tbe late General Sir 0. Napier, wbo was a 
Major of tbe 50tb, and made prisoner at Oorunna^ 
bas contributed tbe following tribute to tbe 
cbaracter of tbe lamented Moore : " Sir Jobn 
Moore was quite destitute of affected dignity. 
He entered tbe society of those under bis command 
as tbeir equal, confident tbat bis vast superiority 
as a man would at all times raise bim above tbem 
more tban even bis great rank could do; be 
required no external aid. Tbere was, among 
bis Officers, an awe of bim ; but it was 
not inspired by afiy reserve or baugbtiness of 
manner on bis part, tbougb I bave seen bim put 
down pert and self-sufficient men by a degree of 
sarcasm wbicb few could witbstand, — tbose wbo 
could were not likely to provoke it. His mannen 
were extremely polisbed and agreeable, and at 
times even playful. I recollect once standing in 
tbe street at Lisbon, looking at a very pretty 
woman wbo was at a window, wben some one 
gently laid bold of botb my ears, saying, in a 
joking tone, 'Ab, caitiff I bave I c^tugbt you? 
Wbat rigbt bave you to look at sucb an ugly 
woman as tbat ? I will put you under arrest.' 
Turning round I saw it was tbe Commander-in« 
Cbief. 'I wiU tbank you for tbe punisbment^ 
Sir,' said I, ' if you will place tbe ugly old woman 
over me as sentry.' Anotber time, wben going 
from bis quarters in tbe village of Sandgate to 
tbe evening parade on tbe heights of Sbomcliffe, 
tbe ascent being steep, Moore said to six or eigbt 
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Officers who were with bim, ' Now a race to tlie 
top of the hill I' and away we all started. Neil 
Campbell (afterwards with Napoleon at Elba) 
beat ns all, and Moore was second." These are 
trifling matters, but they mark the anaffected 
and social feelings of a great man, and, as such, 
the reader will perhaps pardon them. Regard, 
admiration, and, in very many instances, grati- 
tude for the deep interest he took in their 
welfare, are the feelings which were entertained 
for Moore by those who served under his com- 
mand. There are some characters whom no men 
liked, and they disliked Moore ; but such men 
had another feeling which kept them in their 
proper places — fear. Moore's nature was un- 
affected, kind, gentle, benevolent, nor was he 
roused to severity until provoked by great want 
of zeal for the public service, or by great 
criminality. 

It is due to the persevering gallantry of a small 
British detachment of 200 rank and file, that the 
historian should net pass altogether from 1808 
without noticing the defence of the castle of 
Scylla, in Sicily, when besieged by the French. 
The record states that this/ old feudal fortress 
was the seat of the Italian patriot, Cardinal Kuffo, 
and was a venerable tower of the middle ages, 
surrounded by an outwork, perched on the head- 
land that rises some two hundred . feet above the 
Straits of Messina. The entire British Force 
consisted of only 200 rank and file, composed of 
detachments from four Regiments, the 2l8t, 27 th, 
85th, and 62nd ' Springers,'* the whole being under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robertson. In addition to 
these he had 500 armed Calabrians, chiefly bri- 
gands or outlawed peasantry, in the little to¥m 
below the castle. 

The arrival of French troops and ordnance 
stores at Seminara, towards the end of the year 
1808, manifested Regnier's intention of reducing 
Scylla, which Colonel Robertson made every 
preparation to defend to the last extremity. The 
old walls were repaired, strengthened, and loop- 
holed, and guns were mounted at every available 
point. Parties of peasantry were sent out to 
render the passes impracticable, and to destroy 
those paths which led downward from the heights 
of MiHa ; but on the 8 1st of December they were 
attacked by a body of Cavalry and three Batta- 
lions of Infantry, which immediately. took posses- 
sion of the heights above the town. Two more 

• The MS. Records state that the Regiment gained at 
Saragota its familiar name of ^ Springers," <* from having 
acted as a Light Infantry Battalion,** but '* remained pri- 
soners of war for three years, and then returned to Eng- 
land." In those days, and for long after, " spring np I " 
was an old word of command, particularly among the 
Light Infantry, and hence the Regimental sobriquet. 



Battalions arrived, and Regnier on taking posses- 
sion of the town itself, which then consisted of 
nine rows of houses terraced one above the other, 
completed the investment of the place ; so our 
200 British soldiers found themselves attacked by 
6,000 French Infantry, composed of the 23rd 
Voltigeurs, the 1st, 62nd, and 101st Regiments 
of the Line, with five 24-pounders, five 18-poun- 
ders, four mortars, and many field -pieces. 

Colonel Robertson humanely despatched the 
armed peasantry to Sicily, and prepared to defend 
himself, until relief or other orders came from 
General Sherbrooke. On the llth of January 
the French batteiies opened, and in three days 
the cannon in Scylla were buried under masses of 
fallen masonry ; the garrison could only defend 
themselves with musketry, and from the time the 
breaching train opened, the weather had been so 
stormy that the gun-boats sent from Sicily to 
bring the four detachments off could afford them 
not the slightest assistance. 

By the sea staircase the garrison could alone 
hope to escape, and on the 15 th the enemy pushed 
round the angle of the rock and attempted to 
destroy it, but were discovered and beaten off 
with great slaughter. 

For three days and nights this ceaseless attack 
and sleepless defence went on, till Captain Trol- 
lope, of the Electra, drew close in with his man- 
of-war launches, to take off the garrison. *' The 
approach of the boats from Faro, "says the despatch 
of Colonel Robertson, " gave the French full inti- 
mation of our design, but the tempestuous state - 
of the weather obliged us to seize the short 
opportunity of one hour's lull. Every battery 
poured its utmost fire upon the castle, and sub- 
sequently upon the boats, while the Infantry, 
with their field-pieces, tried the breach on either 
side. The garrison was drawn off in succession, 
and the embarkation effected with the greatest 
order, notwithstanding the tremendous fire of 
grape and shells. Our loss in the operation was 
small, and before we were a musket shot distant^ 
the French were in the fort 1 I feel highly in- 
debted to Captains Crookshanks, of the 62nd, 
Jordon of the 27 th, and Pringle of the 21st, as 
well as all the Officers and men under them." 

The French purchased a pile of ruins at the 
expense of several hundred lives, while the loss of 
the British was only eleven killed and thirty-one 
wounded. 
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OHAPTEB XXV. 

Rewards of Sorrice— Recruiting — ^The Light Drap^oons— 
The Scottish Regiments — ^Expedition to the Scheldt — 
Inqniry into Corruption at the Horse Guards — The 
Duke of York and Mrs Olarke — ^The Army Accounts 
— Lord Burghersh — Corporal Punishment — General 
Beresford sent to Portugal— Sir A. Wellesley goes to 
Lisbon with an Army >- Advances to Oporto — The 
French Retreat — Sir Arthur moves to Talavera— 
Great Battle on 27th and 28th of July— Sir Arthur 
raised to the Peerage — ^Falls back on Busaco and Re- 
pulses Massena — ^Constructs lines of Fortresses be- 
tween Torres Yedras and the Tagus. 

Before we proceed with a narration of tbe pro- 
ceedings of the Army in Portugal and Spain, 
which terminated in the final expulsion of the 
French from the Peninsxda of Europe, we must 
glance at the measures adopted hy the Home 
authorities in 1808 and 1809 to reward and 
improve the British Forces. It will be necessary 
also to advert to matters of a less agreeable cha- 
racter, in the interests of truth and completeness. 
On the return home of Generals Baird, Hope, 

, and Brent Spencer, chapters of the Order of the 
Bath were held, and these good soldiers were 
severally decorated with the insignia of the Order, 
which they had so honourably won. The oppor- 
tunity was also taken of issuing an extensive 
Brevet, which gave Army rank to a considerable 
number of superior Officers. Medals for war ser- 
vices were but little known in those days, and 
there were no intermediat-e grades of " the Bath " 
which afforded the Sovereign the means of re- 
compensing merit in Officers of lesser note than 
' the Commanders of Divisions and entire Armies. 
The private soldier received no reward of any 
kind for his services, excepting when prize was 
captured. All the gratitude and applause of the 
country were comprehended in Votes of Thanks 
by boi^ Houses of Parliament, which the troops 
generally regarded as vox et prmt&rea nihil. 

Although the Army of Sir John Moore had 
displayed its native courage in the last act of the 
campaign, and atoned in some measure for the 
outrageous conduct which had disgraced the re- 
treat, and called forth the lamented General's 

. indignant remonstrances and his power of inflict- 
ing punishment, it could not be said to have 
worthily maintained the reputation which British 
troops had previously acquired under Abercromby 
and Wellesley. One reason may have been found 
in the system of recruiting necessitated by the 
heavy drains which continuous expeditions had 
made upon the population of the islands. Too 
mudi heed had been given by recruiting Officers 
to the injudicious remark of Lord Melville, who, 
in a debate on a Mutiny Bill, advanced the 
singular and mistaken idea that the worst men 
made the fittest soldiers. " Keep," said he, " the 
better sort at home. All I want are men of stout 



hearts and habits — ^men of spirit and courage- 
lovers of bold enterprise." This was the very 
converse of the doctrine which won battles for 
Oliver Cromwell, and made England formidable 
at a later period. However, the Battalions which 
formed Moore's reserve behaved in the most 
praiseworthy manner, and conspicuous for their 
activity and valour were the Light Dragoons. Li 
consideration of their heroic conduct in Holland, 
the King had converted the 7 th, 10th, and 15 th 
into Hussar Begiments in 1806, and allowed the 
latter to substitute a scarlet ahako for the busby, 
or fur cap, which had previously been in use. 
There was little therefore left to his Majesty 
wherewith to mark his appreciation of the con- 
duct of his Light Dragoons. 

The condition of the Scottish Begiments at- 
tracted much attention at head quarters in 1809. 
There were at that time no fewer than twenty of 
such Corps in the British Army,^-one of them, the 
GrcjTS, being Cavalry, the rest Infantry wearing 
the tartan. From 1793 until the period in ques- 
tion, the population of the Highlands had fur- 
nished some 70,000 men for the national defence. 
But the long war had nearly depleted the High- 
lands of the adults suited to MiHtary Service. In 
the 42 nd there were 800 Scotchmen and only 
twelve English and Irish. The 78th numbered 
1,020 in the 1st Battalion, and 700 in the 2nd 
Battalion^ There were scarcely any other nations 
in the Corps. The case was the same with the 
92nd and the 93rd. The 90th and 91st had about 
two-fifths of their strength English and Irish — 
the remainder were a mixture of Highlanders and 
Lowlanders. There were not so many Scots in 
the 72nd, 74th, 75th, and 04th Begiments, 
and it had become very difficult, if not impossible, 
to get them. Becruiting, therefore, was carried 
on in England. But the Highland costume was 
objectionable to the natives of the South. Hence 
it became necessary to abolish the distinguishing 
dress in those six Corps, and to substitute the 
regular line uniform. This arrangement was car- 
ried out in April, 1809. 

Objections to the Highland kilt, on the score of 
its exposure of the person to the cold, are not 
well founded. Experience has shown that those 
parts of the body left uncovered by that garb are 
not materially affected by "winter and rough 
weather." When men wearing the petticoat have 
had their fingers, toes, and face frostbitten, the 
knee has rarely been injured. The warmth which 
the numerous folds of the kilt preserve round the 
centre of the body is a great security against com- 
plaints in the bowels, and those men who are, in 
a manner, rendered hardy by being habituated, at 
least from the time they joined Highland Corps, 
to a loose, cool dress, are less liable to be affected 
by violent and abrupt changes of temperatore. 

Y 
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Disappoinied in his expectations of obtaining 
ships from the Danes and the Spaniards, after the 
destmction of the French Fleets, Napoleon set the 
Dutch to work to constmct vessels suited to war- 
like purposes, and by the commencement of 1809 
oonsiderable progress had been made in the dock- 
yards of HoUand. The British Government was 
alive to these measures. The same policy which 
dictated the expedition to Denmark in 1807, now 
suggested one upon a more extensive scale to the 
coast of Holland. Besides the destruction of the 
ships and the dockyards, the important object was 
to be attained of creating a diversion in favour of 
the Empire of Austria, Uien much oppressed by 
the Armies of France. 

At the end of July, 1809, the expedition, 
which was upon a larger scale than any which 
ever left the British shores, set sail from the 
Downs. The preparations, for so grand an arma- 
ment had lasted two months, and the warmest 
hopes were cherished that the vast expense which 
had been incurred, the great Military and Naval 
talent which distinguished the majority of the 
leaders of the host, and the efficiency of the 
troops, nearly all of whom had been tried in 
Egypt, the Peninsula, or India, would result in the 
most complete realisation of the views of the 
Government. The land Force numbered 40,000 
men ; the ships, including men-of-war and trans- 
ports, were 800 in number. The Earl of Ghat- 
ham — clarum ei venerahUe nomen — was appointed 
to command the Army. It was believed that a 
name so great in statesmanship would be per- 
petuated in the modem warrior. Sir Bichard 
Strachan commanded the Naval Squadron. And 
among the General Officers, '' familiar to men's 
lips as household words," were the honoured 
names of Bosslyn, Hope, Eraser, Graham, Acland, 
Ooote, Paget, Grosvenor, and Picton ; with whom 
were associated Majors-Geueral the Marquis of 
Huntly, Sir W. Erskine, Baron de Bottenburg, 
and others. 

The primary objects of attack were the Dutch 
islands at the mouth of the Scheldt. The left 
wing of the Army under Sir Eyre Coote, parti- 
cularly destined against Walcheren, landed with- 
out opposition. The town of Middleburg capi- 
tulated to Ooote without firing a shot. In like 
manner the town of Veer surrendered to Major- 
General Mackenzie Eraser. On the 1st of August 
the city of Flushing was invested. The Dutch 
now showed fight, but the casualties on the side 
of the English were very few in number. Sir 
John Hope took possession of the whole of South 
Be veland— -Bamakerry surrendered unconditionally 
to Eraser. The conquest of Flushing was the 
main object to be accomplished, as a prelude to an 
attack on Antwerp ; and the works were therefore 
continued, bat not with as much ngour, according 



to Sir B. Strachan, as might have been expected. 
The enemy made one sortie on the right of the 
British line, which was vigorously repulsed by 
Major-Cbneral Gkaham, and one attack was made 
by our troops on the entrenchments of the Dutch. 
These affairs gave scope to the bravery of the 
14th, 36th, and 71st Begimexits. Flushing fell 
on the 16th of August. Antwerp was the next 
point, for the chief portions of the shipbuilding 
operations were carried on there. In fact, until 
Antwerp were taken none of the ulterior objects 
of the expedition could be said to have been 
accomplished. The Naval force was quite ready 
to do its part, when the Earl of Ohatham heard 
that the enemy would soon have reinforcements 
to the extent of 85,000 men. As it is a rule in 
war that the besiegers shall always be in the pro- 
portion of three to two of the besieged, the Earl 
, of Ohatham consulted the other General Officers 
as to the prudence of attacking Antwerp with a 
Force reduced, by the occupation of other places, 
to 25,000 men, and their judgment was opposed 
to any further proceedings. Adopting the advice 
of his multitude of councillors, the Earl left 
14,000 men at Walcheren, and embarked the rest 
of his Force for England. It was quite a cjuel 
mistake not to have returned with the entire Force. 
Walcheren was a peculiarly unhealthy island in 
the autumn—- 

" Nature sickened and each gale was death.* 

The sickly season set in, and thousands of good 
soldiers fell victims to a devastating fever before 
the residue of the unfortunate expedition could 
be removed to England. 

As with one voice, the whole nation gave ex- 
pression to its indignation. The promising com- 
mencement had had an " answerable sequestra- 
tion." Incompetency had seldom received a more 
striking rebuke. Lord Ohatham was placed on 
the same pedestal with Whitelocke, and Sir 
Bichard Strachan was not held in more respect 
than Byng or any other Admiral who had failed. 
The Military Oommander endeavoured to shelter 
his shortcomings under the delays of the Admiral, 
and Sir Bichard retorted the tardy proceedings of 
the Lieutenant-General. The recriminations gave 
rise to many pasquinades, one of which Uvea to 
this hour — 

The Earl of Chaiham, with his sword drawa. 
Stood waiting for Sir Richard Strachan ; 
Sir Bichard, longing to be at 'em, 
Stood waiting for the Earl of Chatham. 

On the 20th January, 1809, Oolonel Gwyllim 
Lloyd Wardle startled the House of Oommons by 
announcing that he intended upon a later occasion 
to submit to the House a motion relative to the 
conduct of H Jt.H. the Duke of York with respect 
to the granting of oommiasionsy the making of 
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exchanges, and tbe raising of levies for the Army ; 
and, in effect, he fulfilled his pledge a week after- 
wards. There was a Half-pay Fund in existence, 
which was under the direction of the Commander^ 
in-Chief. It arose out of the sale of commissions 
vacant by death, by the promotion of Officers not 
allowed to sell, or by dismissions from the Service. 
The power over the fond was given to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief that he might reward desert by 
the appointment of meritorious Officers to the 
commissions which so became vacant, or sell the 
commissions and apply the produce to the re- 
demption of half-pay' commissions or to the 
Compassionate Fund. Unfortunately the Duke of 
York had an establishment in Gloucester place, at 
the head of which there had been from the year 
1803, and for some years subsequently, a lady 
named Mary Anne Clarke, who was alleged to be 
the mistress of the Commander-in-Chief. This 
lady, Colonel Wardle alleged, was in the habit of 
using her infli^ence over the Commander-in-Chief 
and obtainiu^ commissions and offices for gentle- 
men, who pa.d her various sums, which she ap- 
plied to the gratification of her own extravagant 
tastes, to the detriment of the funds in question. 
The instances brought forward by Colonel Wardle 
were those of Captain Tonin, of the 48th, who 
obtained a Majority in the 8 1st, by paying Mrs 
Clarke 50 0^. through a Captain Huxley Sandon, 
of the Waggon Train ; of Lieut.-Colonel Brooke, 
of the 56th, who effected an exchange with 
Lieut.-Colonel Enight, of the 5th Dragoon Guards, 
for 200Z. paid to Mrs Clarke, who urged the Duke 
to hasten the exchange that she might have the 
means* of going into the country ; of Major Shaw, 
of the Ceylon Begiment, who was to have paid 
1,000Z. for the Deputy Barrack-Mastership of the 
Cape of Good Hope, but who was placed on the 
half-pay list and removed because he only ful- 
filled half his contract with the lady ; of Colonel 
French, who was permitted to levy a Corps, and 
who paid Mrs Clarke a guinea out of the bounty 
of each man raised, and gave her the sale and 
patronage of a certain number of commissions ; 
and of Mr Maling, a clerk in the office of Green- 
wood and Cox, the Army agents, who in three 
years was gazetted from Ensign to Captain 
without leaving his desk. After enumerating 
these cases, Colonel Wardle moved for a Com- 
mittee to investigate the conduct of the Duke of 
York " with regard to promotions, exchanges, and 
appointments to commissions in the Army, and in 
raising levies for the Army." 

Ko opposition was offered to the inquiry, be- 
cause so many calumnious publications had 
appeared levelled at the character of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, that his friends were rather glad 
than otherwise that the charges insinuated against 
him had reached a tangible form. Sir Arthur 



Wellesley, who sat in the House, was rejoiced that 
an opportunity of vindicating the Duke's character 
was now offered, and' he seized the occasion for 
saying a word on behalf of His Boyal Highness's 
management of the Army. "Never," said Sir 
Arthur, '' was there an Army in a better state, as 
far as depended on the Commander-in-Chief, than 
the one he (Sir A.) had commanded in the pre- 
vious summer ; and if the Army had not performed 
the service for which it was destined, the blame 
would not have rested with the Commander-in- 
Chief ; and whatever enthusiasm they bad felt was 
the result of the example and discipline afforded 
by the illustrious person at the head of the Army." 
The resolution was carried nem. con., and an in- 
vestigation commenced which occupied the House 
of Commons for twenty-three nearly consecutive 
nights. A great deal transpired in the course of 
the examinations of which the public press and 
innumerable lampoooners, pamphleteers, and cari- 
caturists made the most, materially injuring the 
reputation of the Duke of York, who appears to 
have brought the esepo86 upon himself by some 
irregularity in the payment of the pension of the 
abominable woman whom he had once honoured 
with his attentions; but with whom he had closed 
all connection in 1806. Her audacity, displayed 
throughout the investigation, was thoroughly dis- 
gusting. She seemed to have no other motive 
that vengeance. Eventually Colonel Wardle 
moved a Besolution to the effect that the existence 
of corrupt practices and abuses in the disposal of 
commissions and promotions in the Land Forces 
had been established, and that the House of Com- 
mons was of opinion ** the Duke of York ought 
to be deprived of the command of the Army." 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, after a very 
elaborate review of the whole case, moved an 
amendment expressive of the conviction of the 
House of Commons of His Boyal Highnesses 
innocence, at the same time lamenting the immoral 
connection which had led to so much scandaL 
The debates which followed upon the motion and 
amendment occupied ten more nights. Ultimately 
other amendments were brought forward, but on 
each occasion the majority was in favour of the 
opinion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Previous to the termination of the examinations 
and before the debates took place, the Duke of 
York addressed a letter to the Speaker, distinctly 
asserting his innocence, on his honour as a Prince, 
of any participation in the infamous transactions 
disclosed ; denjring any connivance at, or even the 
slightest knowledge of their existence, and claim- 
ing to be tried if the House of Commons should 
deem his innocence questionable. The House of 
Commons having by a majority of 82 in a House 
of 474 members affirmed the innocence of the 
Duke, His Boyal Highness, being no longer open 
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to a suspicion of acting from any apprehension of 
the result, resigned the command which he had 
held with great credit to himself and adrantage 
to the Army for fourteen years. General ^ 
David Dundas was appointed the Duke's suc- 
cessor. 

Among the episodes of this remarkable case 
was the committal of a General Officer to New- 
gate for prevarication in his evidence. Brigadier- 
General Olavering, who was a volunteer witness 
and therefore to be suspected, did offend in this 
way, and was sent to prison. He had declared 
that he had held no oommunication with Mrs 
Clarke, but there was proof positive to the con- 
trary; and no member of the House offered a 
word in his defence. 

Very great regret was felt in the Army at the 
necessity which had arisen for a change in the 
command. The Duke of York combined in his 
own person so many suitable qualities for the 
office that the services and experience of his suc- 
cessor, and the rigid integrity of his character, 
were insufficient to atone to the Army for the loss 
it had sustained. The Duke himself, abstained 
from all interference in public affairs, and awaited 
the time when the recollection of his misfortune 
should have passed away, and the important trust 
he had* held could again be confided to hia capable 
hands. 

Flattered and encouraged by the success which 
attended his ctrnp d'essai^ Colonel Wardle next 
called the notice of the House of Commons to 
the State of the Army accounts. The Military 
Commission, to which allusion has already been 
made, had brought up its report, from which it 
appeared that gross frauds and corruption had 
been perpetrated in the departments of public 
accounts conducted by dviUaus at home and 
abroad. Some of the Regimental accounts were 
actually twelve years in arrear. Colonel Wardle 
moved for the production of as many as twenty- 
four statements of account, and having gone very 
minutely over the expense to which the country 
was subjected by extravagance and mismanage- 
ment, he endeavoured to show that a reduction 
could be effected to the extent of sixteen millions 
of pounds sterling. His proposals involved a reduc- 
tion of the Army, by wluch a saving of about 
4,000,000Z. could be achieved ; but the time was 
so inopportune for any diminution of the Militaiy 
strength that the gallant Militia Colonel's labours 
were of no avail, excepting in as far as they drew 
public attention to the importance of economy and 
retrenchment in other departments of the State. 

During the period of the Duke of Tork*s com- 
mand a Kegulation was passed under which it 
was settled that no Officer should be advanced to 
Field rank until he had served six years, nor be 
appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel until he had been 



two years a Major. But ZiOrd Burghersh, in the 
face of this Begulation, was appointed to a Ma- 
jority on the 4th of May, 1809, and a few days 
subsequently was raised to a lieutenant-Colonelcy, 
superseding six hundred Officers. Colonel Shipley, 
who brought the subject under the notice of the 
House of Commons, supported by Lord Henry Petty, 
Lord Temple, and Lord Newark, was opposed by 
Lord Castlereagh, Secretary at War, who affirmed 
that Lord Burghersh had served within a few days 
of the prescribed time, was a very meritorious 
Officer, had seen service in Sicily and the Darda- 
nelles, and was, moreover, one of Sir Arthur 
Wellesley's Aides-de-Camp at Bori9a and Vimeiro. 
But the disclosures made in the " Mrs Clarke '' 
affair had excited in the public mind, and espe- 
cially in the Parliamentary mind, so deep a hos- 
tility to Military favouritism in any form, that 
when the subject was pressed home by Colonel 
Shipley, the House voted in favour of an inquiry. 
This was avoided, however, by Lord Burghersh's 
appointment being cancelled in General Orders. 

Li the following month (June, 1809) Sir Francis 
Burdett mooted a subject which became a favourite 
cheval de bcUaille, at different intervals, for nearly 
sixty years, with sundry humanitarians, who were 
unacquainted with the exigencies of Military dis- 
cipline ; namely, Corporal Punishment in the 
Army. There had been numerous floggings in 
the 15 th Hussars since that Begiment had fallen 
under the severe control of the Duke of Cumber- 
land. Previous to His Boyal Highness's assump- 
tion of the command, not more than six punish- 
ment parades had been held in eight years; 
whereas, during the Duke's tenure of the Begi- 
ment, there were as many as eighty in four years, 
without any apparent cause for the wide disparity. 
Sir Francis Burdett maintained that when *' the 
whole population of the country was becoming 
Military, and perhaps ought to become Military, 
it was peculiarly necessary that the Military code 
should be made as congenial to the feelings of 
the nation as was consistent with the proper ends 
of Military discipline." The popular sentiment, 
however, had not been sufficiently enlisted on the 
soldier's behalf, and Sir Francis Burdett took 
nothing by his motion. 

The month which witnessed the departure of 
the expedition to Holland was distinguished in 
the West Indies by the capture of St Domingo. 
The French held possession of the island, which 
belonged to Spain. The Spaniards had vainly 
endeavoured to recover it. Major-General Car- 
michael, instructed by the Government, sailed 
from Jamaica with tiie Boyal Lish, the 54th, 
55th, and 2nd West India Begiments, and landing 
at Polingue, marched to the city of St Domingo. 
A feeble resistance was made by thegarrison, and 
the island again changed its masters. 
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During tlie i^treat of Sir John Moore upon 
Coranna the British Government directed its atten- 
tion very anxiously to the defence of Portugal, 
for whose integrity it began to be extremely 
apprehensive, and the Prime Minister called to 
lus counsel the Officer who had won the battles 
of Boriga and Vimiero. He could not have 
sought a more honest and sagadous adviser. Sir 
Ardiur WeUesley's brief campaign in Portugal 
had sufficed to make him acquainted with the 
condition of Portugal and the character of the 
people, and with that comprehensiveness of mind 
which had proved him in India a usefal adminis- 
trator as well as a successful General, he pointed 
out the coutfie which he deemed advisable as a 
preliminary step in the defence of the Peninsula. 
He recommended that the Portuguese should be 
aided with money, men, and arms. Unfamiliar 
as they were with war, they could not create an 
efficient force exciting with foreign help, and 
Sir Arthur suggested that a British Officer be sent 
over with a number of auxiliaries to drill and 
discipline the Portuguese, and that this step 
should be followed up by the despatch of at least 
20,000 British troops. The advice was taken, 
and General Beresford was selected, with the con- 
sent of the Prince Begent of Portugal, to take in 
hand the important task of creating an army in 
the Western Peninsula. 

On his arrival at Lisbon, General Beresford w^is 
appointed Field-Marshal and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Portuguese Army. He immediately pub- 
lished a General Order, telling the Portuguese that 
DO nation was better qualified than themselves to 
form the beet troops, and calling upon their own 
Officers to set the soldiers an example of strict 
discipline and an observance of duty. They 
responded cheerfully to the appeal made to them, 
and rapidly rose to an efficient condition under 
the auspices of the Field-Marshal and the accom- 
plished British Officers who had been placed under 
his orders. 

Upon the heels of Beresford went a well-chosen 
British Force, and at the pressing instance of the 
Government, Sir Arthur WeiUesley assumed the 
command. 

The pen of the ablest Military historian since the 
days of Thucydides and those of Csesar has por- 
trayed with such marvellous exactitude and fiery 
eloquence the career of Sir Arthur Wellesley in the 
Peninsula, that the anxious student of the deeds 
of the British Army wiU naturally refer to the 
luminous pages of William Napier for minute de- 
tails of the operations which followed upon Sir 
Arthur's assumption of the direction of the Forces 
which were to relieve Portugal from the oppressive 
presence of the French Armies. And if further 
illustrations of the intelligence, patience, and de- 
votedness of the compact little Axmy, which 



afterwards swelled into a magnificent host, were 
needed, they would be found in the 'Annals,* 
' Lives,' ' Memoirs,' ' Histories,' and * Sketches,' 
penned by Londonderry, Brialmont, Hamilton, 
Gleig, Maxwell, Southey, and others, — and, 
better than all, in the volumes of the ' Wellington 
Despatches,' which were given to the public in the 
lifetime of the great ** Peninsular hero," to which a 
voluminous collection of supplemented documents 
has been added by his son, the heir to his title 
and estates. 

A brief sketch of the course of events in the 
Peninsula is, however, necessary in this place to 
satisfy expectation and contribute to' complete- 
ness. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley proceeded with little 
delay to the Tagus. His arrival at Lisbon was 
hailed with acdamation. Marshal Soult, after 
the departure of the English from Corunna, had 
marched his Army across Gallicia, and was now 
in the occupation of Oporto. Wellesley hastened 
thither to dislodge him. As the Army passed 
Coimbra the populace welcomed it and its leader 
with enthusiasm. Wellesley 's name was already 
familiar to the poor Lusitanians. They literally 
pelted him with sweets, and scattered flowers in 
his path. Arriving on the left bank of the Douro 
exactly opposite Oporto, he saw the advantage that 
would be gained by the immediate occupation 
of a large building, called the Seminary, which 
overlooked the town. Boats were procured through 
the activity of Colonel Waters, and the word of 
command, " Let the men cross," was followed by 
the departure of the 3rd Buffs. They pulled over 
silently and speedily, and unobserved by the slum- 
bering French who occupied the Seminary. Only 
for a few moments, however, were the BufPs left 
in undisturbed possession of the post. The French, 
discovering their proximity, attacked them furi- 
ously — they courageously held their ground until 
other troops came to their aid. Landings were 
now effected elsewhere, and Marshal Soult saw, 
to his dismay, that if he did not fly immediately 
his whole Army would be destroyed. Away went 
the Frendi, in capital order, pursued by Sher« 
brooke and the Cavalry. 

Arranging for the defence of Oporto, Sir 
Arthur next turned his feet towards Spain, and 
hastened down to form a junction with the 
Spaniards at Talavera del Beyna. There he 
found King Joseph Bonaparte with an immense 
Army — double at least the strength of his 
own — under the direction of Marshals Jour- 
dain and Victor, and General Sebastiani. Did he 
hesitate? Not one moment. Although hia 
Spanish Allies, wretchedly commanded, were 
indisciplined, and their Generals jealous — ^although 
his anticipations of their co-operation were gloomy 
and doubtful, he gave the French Army battle. The 
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Spaniards fled.* Almost single-handed, the British 
line fought the good fight of Talavera. It lasted 
two days in the height of the summer — two burning 
days during which the adverse troops met on the 
banks of a stream to slake their thirst, shook 
hands, and then went '' to it " again with redoubled 
ardour. Never was battle more obstinately con- 
tested. Sir Arthur was delighted with the con- 
duct of his troops. The 14th Light Dragoons, 
the Buffs, and the 66th repeated the gallantry 
which had won Oporto for the English-^the 45th 
and 60th earned the applause of the General by 
their steadiness and discipline. Major-General 
Hill spoke' in warm terms of the 29th and 48th, 
who had made good use of the bayonet. The 
23rd Light Dragoons were distinguished by the 
vigour of their charges. Major-GeneralsMackenzie 
and Longworth — the latter of whom was killed in 
the encounter — ^led on Battalions of the 7th, 
Slst, 53rd, and 97th, who bravely upheld the 
renown of the British Infantry. The Artillery, 
under Brigadier-General Howarth, was, Sir Arthur 
reported, of the ** greatest service " in the 
action. 

Talavera could not fairly be numbered among 
the victories of the English, but it was a very 
serviceable battle in preventing the retreat of the 
French, and established a character for the British 
Army of which Vimiero had laid the foundation. 
De Boun-ienne relates that Napoleon was '' much 
affected by the news of the battle, and did not 
conceal his vexation." The Emperor was bent 
on the conquest of Spain, and the bloody fight at 
Talavera disconcerted his plans, and assured him 
of the presence of a hardy foe. The '' Sepoy 
General " was no longer spoken of with a sneer. 
Ten thousand Frenchmen w^re slain at Talavera. 

* At a critioal juncture^ three Battalions became so 
frightened at the noise made by their own firing that they 
fled, panic-stricken. At that moment Sir Arthur Wellealey 
rode np to Brigadier General Wbittingham, who had 
joined bis head qnarters on the frontiers of Portugal, and 
exclaimed, ^^Only look, Wbittingham, at the ngly hole those 
fellows baye left ! I wish yon would go to the second line 
and try to fill it up.*' The Brigadier-General lost not a 
moment in bringing np two Battalions of Spanish 
Infantry, who bebay^ so well, in conjunction with the 
King*s Regiment of Cavalry, that an attack upon Brigadier- 
General Gampbeirs position in the centre of the combined 
Armies, and on the right of the British, was successfully 
repulsed. Sir Arthur Wellesley was so well pleased with 
the alacrity of Brigadier-General Wbittingham, who was 
aeyerely wounded while bringing up the reinforcements from 
the second line, that Sir Arthur specially acknowledged 
bis obligations to the Brigadier in his despatch to Lord 
Castlereagh reporting the battle. It is amazing that an 
incident of so much significance in itself, and redounding 
much to the honour of Brigadier-General (afterwards 
Sir Samford) Wbittingham, should have been passed oyer . 
in silence by Napier ; and it is still more surprising that 
opportunity has not been taken, in bringing out new 
editions of .the History of the Peninsular War, to rectify 
Bo palpable an omission. 



The English loss was very heavy. Sir Arthur 
retired upon the frontier, leaving 5,000 wounded 
men at Talavera under the care of (General Mac- 
kinnon. Marshal Victor directed that every atten-* 
tion should be paid them by the French surgeonsy 
and these Officers faithfully obeyed his injunc- 
tions. 

Talavera won for Sir Arthur Wellesley the 
peerage under the title of Viscount WeUington, 
and an annuity of 2,O00Z., albeit the City Corpo- 
ration denounced his incompetency. ''Ingrati- 
tude is monstrous, and for the multitude to be 
ungrateful were to make a monster of the multi- 
tude; of the which they being members did 
bring themselves to be monstrous members." To 
add to the mortification of the body corporate, 
the Government decreed gold medals to all 
Officers (not under Lieutenant-Colonels) who had 
been engaged at Corunna and Talavera. 

Lord Wellington fell back after the battle, 
closely followed by Marshal Massena, whom Napo- 
leon had named " the spoiled child of victory " 
(V enfant gcUS de la victoire), and took up a strong 
position on the Sierra of Busaco. Massena rushed 
up the heights, and was hurled back with force. 
Lord Wellington had received a welcome augmen- 
tation to his Army. The Light Division, con- 
sisting of the 43rd, 52nd, and 95th, commanded 
by Major-General Craufurd, had made a rapid 
march, under great difficulties,')' to join the main 
Airmy, and their dashing charge at Busaco rolled 
over the French with enormous loss. 

While he occupied his strong position at Busao9, 
Lord Wellington caused a double line of fortifica- 
tions to be established between Torres Vedras and 
the Tagus for the defence of Lisbon, and within 
these impregnable lines he retired for the winter. 

To this hour the site of many redoubts and 
other works attests the genius of the British 
Commander. 



t It marched fifty miles in twenty-four hours, with no 
other drink than a draught of water from a stagnant 
pooL Each man oarried 80 Ibe. on his back. 
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OHAPTEE XXVI. 

nineas of Qeorge HI.— The Regenoy— WeTlingion in the 
lines of Torree Vedras— Maaeena retires — Wellington 
advanees — Cindad Rodrigo, Almeida and Badajos t^en 
—The Battles of Albohera, Salamanca, and Vittoria— 
Repalse at Burgos— The Pyrenees, San Sebastian, 
Pampelnna, Niye, Nivelle, Orthei, and Tonlonse— 
Barossa— El Bodon — Arroyos de Molinos — The Marquis 
of Welling^n returns to England — Rewards— Changes 
in Costume — Napoleon goes to Elba — Napoleon's 
Veterans — The Isle of Franoe and Jafa taken — War 
with NepauL ' 

Towards tlie close of the eighteenth eentory 
George the Third had evinced symptoms of mental 
aberration which sorely disqoieted the whole 
nation, for the pure character of the Xing, the 
tone he had imparted to society, and the constancy 
with which he had supported the mutations of 
the national fortunes in times of great peril, had 
rendered him an object of affection and yenera- 
tion. But, happily, he was rapidly restored to 
lucidity, before it had become necessary to make 
any special provision for the fulfilment of the 
duties of the Crown. In 1811, however, the 
evidences of derangement were so painfully appa- 
rent that a Regency was imperative ; and the 
Prince of Wales became at once the locum tenens 
of the Sovereign. His Boyal Highness was not 
thoroughly popular, because his domestic affairs 
were discoloured by circumstances for which, it 
was alleged, he was solely responsible ; and his 
personal character, on other grounds, did not 
stand very high in public estimation. But as his 
patriotism was unquestionable, and he was known 
to take a lively interest in the Military operations 
then pending in the Peninsula, the people gave a 
decent welcome to the mceedcmeum which the 
King's illness had rendered necessary. 

One of the earliest acts of the Prince Begent 
was to restore his brother, the Duke of York, to the 
command of the Army. The Duke had been un- 
employed for two years, and by that time a 
reaction had taken place in public sentiment. He 
was declared to have been " more sinned against 
than sinning." The re-appointment diffused great 
pleasure throughout the Service, for, although Sir 
David Oundas had maintained the dignity of the 
office, and displayed much wisdom in the advice 
he YiBd given to Ministers touching their several 
expeditions, he was too much enamoured of the 
pipe-clay school of Frederick the Gbeat to be 
acceptable to Officers who had seen, in the 
example of the Armies of the French Republic and 
Empire, that victories were not entirely dependent 
on pigtails and set manoeuvres. To Lord Wel- 
lington the change in the chief command was 
peculiarly agreeable, for he knew he could count 
on the most generous co-operation. 
. During the winter of 1810-11, the British Army 
in the Peninsula had excellent opportunities for 



repose and recuperation. Secure in his impregnable 
redoubts, from whence, on their scarped heights, 
the watchful sentinels looked down on the helpless 
legions of Massena, Lord Wellington and his 
Officers indulged in all the vigorous relaxations in 
which Englishmen delight. Hunting — ^for the 
Commander-in-Chief had a pack of fox -hounds,— 
shooting, fishing, &c., made the season pass 
pleasantly away. Nevertheless, Lord Wellington 
had cares ; the loyalty of some of the soldiery 
was doubtful, but the Commander of the Forces 
by an exact discipline held them in check.* At 
length, despairing of drawing the eagle from his 
eyrie, and having laid waste the adjivcent country 
to supply the wants of his famishing Army, 
Marshal Massena beat a retreat. The opportunity 
was not lost of dealing him a severe and parting 
blow. Quitting their formidable lines, the British 
troops rushed upon the plains, and in the fights of 
Sabugal,f Redinha, Pombal, &c., inflicted severe 
injury upon the attenuated cohorts of the 
Emperor. 

Lord Wellington now resolved upon the attempt 
to fulfil his interesting commission, which was 
nothing less than to drive the French completely 
out of Spain. His first step was to reduce the 

* During the time that the Army lay within the lines 
of Torres Vedras several desertions took place, which 
induced Lord Wellington to issue the following General 
Order : ^ 

t* O. D.— 1st. The Commander of the Forces is oon- 
oefhed to ha? e received reports from some of the Regi- 
ments of the desertion of British soldiers to the enemy — a 
crime which, in all his experience in the British Service 
in different parts of the world, was till lately unknown in 
it ; and the existence of which, at the present moment, he 
can attribute only to some false hopes held out to these 
unfortunate criminal persons. 

*<The British soldiers cannot but be aware of the 
difference between their situation and that of the enemy 
oppMed to them ; and the miserable Ule told by the half- 
starved wretches whom they see daily coming into their 
lines, ought alone, exclusive of their sense of honour and 
patriotism, to be sufficient to deter them from participating 
their miserable fate. However, although the Commander 
of the Forces laments the fate of the unfortunate soldiers 
who have committed this crime, he is determined that 
they shall feel the consequence of it during their lives, 
and that they shall never return to their friends or their 
homes. He accordingly requests that the Commanding 
Officers of Begimenta from which any soldier has 
deserted to the enemy will, as soon as possible, send to 
the Adjutant-General's office a description of his person, 
together with an account When he was enlisted with 
the Regiment, where bom, and to what parish he be- 
longs, in order that the friends of these soldiers may be 
made acquainted wiUi the crime which they have com- 
mitted, may be prepared to consider them as lost for 
ever, and may deliver them up to Justice in case they 
should ever return to their native country. 

t Lord Wellington spoke of the action which took 
place here as ** one of the most glorious the British troops 
ever were engaged in." Tbe Light Division, and especially 
Colonel Beckwith's brigade, behaved in so gallant a 
manner that his Lordship recommended a Serjeant of 
each Corps for promotion to an Enaignoj, 
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fortresses on the Guadiana and Agaada, then 
occupied by the enemy. He inveated Almeida, 
but the garrison slipped through his fingers. The 
inyesting Force was not sufficiently on the alert. 
The devices of the " Queen's "and the " Fourth " 
.were employed as vehicles for jeering verse, in 
which we are told that 

^ The ' Lambs ' were asleep^ 
The * Lions ' were at play. 
The Eagle spread bis wings, 
And 'tween them flew away." 

Badajoz successfully resisted a siege by Marshal 
Beresford in 1811, and the year dosed without 
being crowned by any important achievements, 
with the exception of the battle of Albuhera, 
and the fight at Fuentes d'Onor. In the mean- 
time Lord Wellington received powerful reinforce- 
ments, and the Portuguese cagadores had matured 
into very useful auxiliaries. The following years 
were distinguished by marvellous proofs of good 
Generalship and valorous deeds. Giudad Bodrigo 
was taken by storm, affording Oolonel Oolbome 
(afterwards Lord Seaton), Lieutenant (afterwards 
Golonel) Gurwood, and Major (afterwards Lieu- 
tenant General Sir George) Napier opportunities 
of distinction. All belonged to the 52nd Light 
Infantry, and each was wounded. Here fell the 
gallant and astute Orauf urd, who had led the 
Light Division on its long and perilous march. 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, the Prince of Orange, and 
the Duke of Bichmond, who were on Lord Welling- 
ton's Staff, shared in the assault on Giudad 
Bodrigo, and received a gentle rebuke from their 
Chief for venturing into a position which the 
customs of the Service did not authorise. Welling- 
ton won his Earldom and a Spanish title at 
Giudad Bodrigo. 

The siege of Badajoz followed that of Giudad 
Bodrigo. The skill of the Engineers and the 
force of Artillery, ably employed, rapidly effected 
breaches in the bastions. An assault was 
then ordered, and perhaps the annals of war 
scarcely furnish a more striking example of 
daring attack and earnest resistance. Every 
obstacle that Military ingenuity could devise 
to supply the gaps made in the walls was 
employed by the French garrison. Chevatua 
de /ma, bristling with sword-blades, did duty for 
stone walls. No fewer than 5,000 British were 
killed or wounded in the two or three hours which 
were consumed in the fierce struggle. But the 
fortress succumbed to Lord Wellington's arms. 
How the Begiments engaged fulfilled their arduous 
task is told on their colours, which bear the proud 
inscription " Badajoz " ; and in the stirring narra- 
tive of Napier and the despatches of " the Duke." 

In the summer of 1812, the Earl of Wellington 
fought the battle of Salamanca. On the wide 
plains, dotted by the Arapiles bills, the Armies of 



England and France manoanvred for several days 
in sight of each other. Marshal Marmont — ^more 
remarkable for his talent and bravery than his 
good fortune — had been sent by the Emperor to 
command the Armies in Spain ; and had he been 
as acute a soldier as his rival, he would not 
perhaps haVe made the great mistake of dividing 
his Force in his impatience to outwit him. Lord 
Wellington saw at once the advantage this false 
movement had given him, and quick as lightning 
he pounced upon the Division left in the field! 
Major-General Le Marohant's Oavalry fell head- 
long on the French, and in the incredibly short 
space of forty-five minutes Lord Wellington was 
master of the field, and his enemy in full retreat. 
This victory obtsdned for the Earl of Wellington 
a Marquisate and a grant of 100,0002. from the 
nation to be laid out in lands towards the support 
of the Wellington peerage. 

Acting upon the wise principle of keeping his 
rear free from places which might form bases of 
operation for the enemy, Lord Wellington laid 
siege to the castle of Burgos. Instead of deferring 
to the opinions of his Engineers, who had pro- 
nounced the capture of the place impracticable 
with the small number of siege guns at his dis- 
posal, Lord Wellington acted upon his own judg- 
ment, and failed — ^for once. Three assaults upon 
Burgos were repelled by the French occupants, 
and Lord Wellington found it necessary to retire 
for the winter to Giudad Bodrigo. His troops 
committed many excesses on tiie road. The 
"invisible spirit of drink" — the enemy, more 
potent than guns, sabres, and bayonets, which steals 
away the brains of men-— disordered the columns 
as in the retreat to Gorunna, and Lord Wellington 
was obliged to severely punish the acts which 
reproof and remonstrance failed to prevent.* 
In the retreat upon Giudad Bodrigo, Lord Wel- 
lington was admirably covered by the Gavalry 
under Sir Stapleton Gotten, who had previously 
displayed his ability as a Gommander in the battle 
of Salamanca. 

Early in the spring of 1813, fortified by the 
arrival of fresh troops from England, the British 
Gommander again took the field, and made a 
rapid march towards the North of Spain. King 
Joseph Bonaparte occupied the city of Vittoria 
with an immense Army. Napoleon had sent the 
most trusty of his Generab, Marshal Soult, to 
chase the " English leopards " out of Spain ; but 
Sir Rowland Hill, who had been left with a Divi- 
sion on the banks of the Tagus, when Wellington 
quitted his lines at Torres Vedras, gave Soult so 
much occupation that the French Marshal could 
not get face to face with Lord Wellington. Hia 
Lordship, therefore, drew up his Army on the 

• 

* See Appendix. 
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plains of Vittoria, and attacked the enemy with 
the greatest vigour and the most triumphant 
success. Scared by the precipitancy of the British 
assault, King Joseph, after a fruitless encounter, 
fled to Bayonne with all his Army, and as much 
of his baggage as the victorious pursuers ^ould 
suffer him to keep. There never was a more com- 
plete derouJte, Carriages and cattle, courtiers, 
courtezans, domestics, followers with their house- 
hold goods, were mixed up with the flying troops 
in inextricable confusion. . The Grand Army of 
Spain was thoroughly demoralised. But Soult 
managed to take up positions in the Pjhrenees, and 
dared the English host. With but one object 
steadily kept in view, the Marquis of Wellington 
followed him into the chain of mountains, beat 
him at Sauroren and St Jean de Luz, foiled him 
in all his manoeuvres, held on, like grim death, 
through a winter of storms and bitter frosts, 
drove the legions of France over the northern 
ridges, and, before the inclement season had 
passed away, the flrm tread of the conquering 
British resounded throughout the interior of 
France I On, on, to Bordeaux to proclaim the 
House of Bourbon. Still opposing the British 
Generars advance, the French met him on the 
banks of the Nive and the Nivelle, and again at 
Orthes. At Aire and Tarbes the antagonists 
crossed swords, and, as a last resource. Marshal 
Soult most unnecessarily gave Wellington battle 
before Toulouse, and was defeated. 

This is but a rough, unbroken narrative of 
the series of achievements by which Lord Wel- 
lington wrought his way to a Dukedom, the blue 
ribbon of the Garter, the Colonelcy of the Boyal 
Horse Guards, numerous foreign titles and decora- 
tions, the rank of Field-Marshal, and four hundred 
thousand pounds, in addition to the one hundred 
thousand voted after the battle of Salamanca. 
But there were several isolated battles fought by the 
Generals under the Duke of Wellington's orders, and 
away from his immediate control, well worthy of 
ihe record they ha^e received. Such were the 
terrible battle of Albuhera, the short, sharp, and 
decisive contest at Barrosa, the gallant affair at 
£1 Bodon, the dashing surprise at Arroyo de 
Molinhos, the fight at Vera,. and the operations 
under Sir J. Murray and Lord W. Bentinok in 
the south of Spain.* 

Albuhera demonstrated, in a yeiy striking 

* The first operations under these Officers were toler- 
ably snccesiifnl. Murray defeated Marshal Sachet at 
Castalla, in the monntains on the Southern Goast^ and 
then laid siege to Tarragona, an important stronghold 
near Barcelona. He had not proceeded far in his prepa- 
rations, however, when he received intelligence of the 
advance of Sachet with considerable reinforcements. 
This determined him to abandon the siege and embark 
his Regiments— a measure which was not entirely 
approved at head-quarters. 



manner, the majestic bearing of the British In- 
fantry, under very disadvantageous circumstances. 
It was while Marshal Beresford was laying siege 
to Badajoz in 1811, with very imperfect means, 
that Marshal Soult went with a strong Force to 
the relief of Philippon, who was beleaguered in the 
fortress. Beresford, apprehending that he would 
be unable to take the place before Soult's arrival, 
raised the siege and turned to meet the French 
Marshal. The rencontre took place near the village 
of Albuhera, on the river of that name. Beres- 
ford had 30,000 men of different nations under 
his command, but only 7,000 of these were 
purely British ; and upon the co-operation of the 
Spaniards no dependence could be placed, led, as 
they were, by an obstinate blunderer named Blake. 
The French began the fight by an attack on the 
Spaniards. They fell by hundreds and the rest 
retired. Upon the English now mainly depended 
the success of the battle. The 31st Foot held 
their ground nobly against a heavy attack by 
French Cavalry. Colonel Oolborne, who always 
had a '' stomach for a fight," having got into a 
position of great peril, was rescued by the 29th, 
who, '' with a stem resolution, smote friends and 
foes without distinction in its onward progress." 
General Stewart was twice wounded. General 
Houghton, ** the intrepid Houghton," fell — 
Colonel Inglis and twenty-two other Officers, and 
400 rank and file of the 57th Foot, were slain. 
As the swarming French columns pressed upon 
that Begiment, Colonel Inglis called out, " Die 
hard, my men I die hard ! " — and die hard they 
did. To this hour a sobriquet, founded upon 
the incident, adheres to the Begiment. There 
was scarcely a doubt that the English Force 
would be overpowered. Marshal Beresford 
meditated a retreat. Colonel Hardinge, seeing 
the imminence of the peril, rode up to Sir Lowry 
Cole, and suggested his advancing with the 4th 
Division. Cole did not hesitate. Sir W. Myers, 
of the 7th Fusiliers, took that Begiment and the 
23rd Boyal Welsh—* the two Begiments forming 
the Fusilier Brigade — ^up the hill. They were 
greeted with an iron tempest, under which the 
Brigade " reeled and staggered like sinking ships." 
But suddenly and strongly recovering themselves, 
they closed with their terrible enemies, and, after 
a brief struggle, forced them to give up the con- 
test, leaving Marshal Beresford triumphant, but 
at an awful sacrifice of human life ! Out of 6,000 
or 7,000 men who went into the field on the side 
of the Allies, only 1,800 un wounded remained its 
masters I Eight thousand Frenchmen had been 
struck down. 

The battle of Barrosa was the next event which 
caused rejoicings in England, and counterbalanced 
I in a material degree the injury done to the 
I prestige of the British Arms by the doubtful 

Z 
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victory of Talavera, and tlie retrograde mo7ement 
of Lord Wellington to Portugal. In this battle, 
as in the previous fight, the Spaniards were as- 
sociated with the English ; and as Lord Wellington 
had laid it down as a rule that the senior Officer 
in the field, whether Spanish or English, should 
command in any operations that might be forced 
upon them by the French, Don Manuel de la 
Peiia, General-in-Chief, was upon this occasion at 
the head of the force. EquaUy unfitted with 
Gastanos and Guesta for great emergencies, De la 
Pena was incapable of wrestling successfuUy with 
the French. In an evil hour he commanded a 
retreat; but Sir Thomas Graham, who had 
joined him a short time previously, assumed the 
control of affairs, and by a bold stroke converted 
what might have been a disastrous defeat into a 
brilliant victoiy. 

Barrosa was unquestionably a great feather in 
the' cap of Graham (afterwards Lord Lynedoch), 
who, it may be remembered, obtained his com- 
mission of Golonel in the British Army by raising 
one or two Begiments at the commencement of 
the war with Bevolutionary France. He has been 
described as "a daring old man, of a ready 
temper for battle." He had been sent out as 
second in command ; but Wellington would not 
recognise any command but hb own undivided 
authority. Graham came upon the heights of 
Barrosa from Cadiz. Stopping at Tarifa on his 
way, he was joined by the 28th Foot, and the 
flank companies of the 9th and 82nd. For one 
hour and a half did the battle rage. The French 
were admirably commanded by Marshal Victor, 
who had led them at Talavera, but the determina- 
tion and rapidity of the bayonet charges of the 
British Infantry — and especially of the 87th 
Begiment, under Major Gough* — shook them off 
their feet. And the Artillery was likewise very 
serviceable. Sir Thomas Graham emphatically 
wrote : " I owe too much to Major Duncan and 
the Officers and gunners of the Artillery not to 
mention them in terms of the highest approbation. 
Never was Artillery better served." 

As the battle of Barrosa is to this day a 

* At the battle of Barrosa the lat Battalion of the 87th 
Regiment was engaged with the 8th Imperial Battalion, 
and, after a severe contest, droye it back at the point of 
the bayonet. Dnring the engagement, a young Ensign 
of the 87th, perceiving the Imperial Eagle, cried alond to 
the Serjeant, ** Do yon see that, Masterman ?" He then 
rushed forward to seize it, but was shot in the attempt ; 
the Serjeant instantly revenged his death, ran his an* 
tagonist through the body, cut down the standard-bearer, 
and took the Eagle. The gallant Masterman was after- 
wards rewarded for this brave achievement by a com- 
mission in the 2nd Battalion of his Kegiment. The 87th 
gained great * kudos ' by this capture of the Eagle. The 
Corps acquired the appellation of the * Fangh-a-ballagh,' 
—or " dear the way ; *' but amongst the Irish soldiers 
the men were generally called ** The Aiglers." 



** difficult and complex question to all who take 
the trouble impartially to study its details in the 
works of the various historians who have under- 
taken to describe them," it would be absurd to 
attempt, in a history which professes to be only a 
" Familiar " Narrative of all the deeds of the 
British Army since its formation two centuries 
ago, to grapple with the vexed question. But we 
cannot resist the opportunity of questioning the 
impartiality and accuracy of Sir William Napier, 
who, whether from oversight, design, misappre- 
hension, or imperfect information, has done gross 
wrong to one of the most distinguished soldiers of 
the age. Major-General Whittingham — ^for to 
that ruik was the Brigadier promoted after Tala- 
vera by the Spanish Government — ^had justly 
acquired great credit by the skill and indefatigable 
labour with which he had, when at Cadiz, 
instructed 400 Spanish Horse, and now com- 
manded the advanced Guard of the Spanish 
Army. His Force consisted, besides the Horse 
already named, of some other troops of Cavalry, 
1,350 Infantry, and a proportion of Artillery 
and baggage : he was of course exclusively under 
the Spanish General's orders, and could not have 
acted (as Graham did) independently, without a 
serious infraction of discipline. He, therefore (vezy 
reluctantly we can well imagine), prepared to obey 
the order to retreat, but awaited the opportunity 
of advancing to Graham's support, which he 
was only prevented doing (in spite of Le 
Pena's order) by his duties as a General. Tet 
for this unavoidable obedience, which was credit- 
able to his sense of duty, he has absolutely been 
censured by Napier, who shows how little atten- 
tion the historian had bestowed upon the evidences 
always attainable of Whittingham's prosperous 
and honourable career by calling him ' Colonel.' 
Whittingham was, in fact, only a Major in the 
British Army, but he was at the same time a Major- 
General in the Spanish service, and by that rank 
he ought in courtesy, in fairness, and in accuracy, 
to have been designated. But by whatever deno- 
mination the historian may have chosen to distin- 
guish the Major-General, he was bound by a 
sentiment of common soldiership to have exempted 
Whittingham from the slightest blame for a 
course it was utterly out of his power to prevent. 
The affair at El Bodon, an incident of 1811, 
deserved and enjoyed the rare advantage of the 
special praise of Lord Wellington. He was 
generally very chary of the expression of admira- 
tion. He held to the doctrine that praise, if too 
lavishly administered, became a matter of indif- 
ference to its objects. Profusely as he had been 
rewarded for his own great deeds, he was slow to 
recommend others, excepting in remarkable cases 
of distinction, for recompense or advancement. 
He never asked of the Prmoe Begent to reward 
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himself, or to bestow especial favonr on any of 
his Officers, excepting Stapleton Cotton and Hill. 
His expressed approbation, therefore, was the 
more valuable for its rarity, and hence, when he 
said that the action at El Bodon ofiPered a 
memorable example of what could be effected by 
steady discipline and confidence, he paid the troops 
engaged the highest compHment they could 
receiye. The facts of the case are simply these : 
The 5th and 77th Begiments of the Line were 
employed during the blockade of Oiudad Rodrigo, 
prior to the siege in 1812, on the heights near 
the Tillage of El Bodon. They were associated 
with the 11th Light Dragoons, a Portuguese 
Begiment of Ca^adores, and some Portuguese 
Artillery. This small Force was suddenly attacked 
by a cloud of French Oavaliy, and fourteen Bat-* 
talions of Infantry, with six guns. The Portu- 
guese guns were captured in the fray. The 5th 
Foot gallantly recovered them. The 77th were 
assailed by the Cavalry. They charged and over- 
threw the horsemen I Could any Infantry in the 
world have accomplished more ? 

At Arroyos de Molinos, where the French, under 
General Girard, were surprised by Sir Bowland 
Hill, the 92nd Highlanders dashed upon them to 
the tune of '' Hey, Johnny Cope, are ye wauking 
yet ? " The 60th—** the half-hundred," which 
had gained laurels under Sir John Moore — the 
7l8t, which also fought well at Fuentes d'Onor, 
the 9th and Idth Light Dragoons, and the 2nd 
Hussars of the German Legiob, took a very active 
part in this brilliant affair. 

Fuentes d'Onor brought out the fighting quali- 
ties of the renowned 79th Highlanders. Their 
Colonel, the brave Cameron, fell at their head 
while defending the village. The 88th Connaught 
Bangers, than whom there were no greater " dare- 
devils " in the British Army, atoned for all the 
irregularities which led General Picton to call 
them the greatest blackguards in the Service, by 
their heroism and steadiness. Here, too, the 
24th took occasion to show its fine discipline, and 
the Portuguese Begiments fully vindicated the 
wisdom which had dictated the conversion of the 
people into a nation of warriors. 

Some comparatively trivial, but positively im- 
portant, affairs deserve mention in connection 
with the great Peninsular War. For instance, the 
defence of Tarifa by Colonel Skerrett, and of 
Matagorda by Captain (afterwards Sir Archibald) 
Maclaine. Marshal Victor, defeated at Barrosa in 
1811, resumed certain operations he had planned 
against Tarifa in 1812. He invested the town, 
and, having effected a breach, assailed it with a 
strong column ; but the gap was so well-defended 
by the 47th, d7th, and 95th Begiments, and 
some Spanish troops, that he was compelled to 
retire with heavy loss. Colonel Skerrett, with a 



degree of humanity whioih the French Miurshal 
properly appreciated, immediately after the re- 
pulse, hoisted a flag of truce in token of per- 
nussion to the enemy to carry away their 
wounded. In the same year. Sir Bowland (after- 
wards Lord) Hill destroyed the enemy's 'Works 
at Almaraz, on the Tagus. Lord Wellington 
termed it a brilliant exploit. The honour was 
shared by the 28th, d4th, 50th, 71st, and 
92nd Begiments, assisted by the 13th Light 
Dragoons, Artillery, and some Portuguese Begi- 
ments. 

Confining ourselves as much as possible to the 
record of British valour and skill during the 
Peninsular War, we have not said as much of the 
Spanish and Portuguese troops as their co-opera- 
tion perhaps deserved. The latter had the great 
advantage of being drilled and disciplined by able 
English Officers until they attained a proficiency 
unsurpassed by our own countrymen. The 
Spaniards, on the other hand, were commanded, 
with the single exception of General Whitting- 
ham, whose conspicuous ability has been referred 
to on several occasions in these pages, by General 
Officers whose Military inexperience and intense 
jealousy obstructed the improvement of their 
troops. Under Whittingham the Spaniards, single 
handed, defeated the French on a remarkable occa- 
sion. The episode is worthy of minute detail. 
Some two or three months after the battle of 
Barrosa General Whittingham went to Majorca, 
and there undertook the arduous task of raising 
and organising a large Division of Spanish troops. 
The difficulty of the task was very great, for 
General Cuesta, who governed the Balearic 
Islands, allowed his jealousy of the English full 
play, and afforded no aid to Whittingham in 
his praiseworthy endeavours. But the English 
Officer triumphed over an opposition which took 
the double and capricious form of inertness and 
activity, and in the course of 1812 his Spanish 
(Majorca) Division was in so effective a condition 
that General Whittingham was ordered to pro- 
ceed to the eastern coast of Spain to operate 
under the orders of Lord William Bentinck. 
Such an accession of strength as the six or seven 
thousand bayonets and some Hussars and Artil- 
lery composed, commanded by so skilful a soldier 
as Whittingham, was of great importance to Lord 
William. Immediately after the Division on the 
coast, it -was appointed to occupy all the outposts 
of the combined Army, and soon had several 
affairs of posts, in all of which it was snccessf uL 
At Xigona General Whittingham was stationed, 
but having been directed to occupy the village of 
Tibi, he despatched Captain Butli, a young Aide- 
de-Camp who belonged to the Almanza Hussars^ 
to hold Tibi with 200 Infantry and fifty Cavahy. 
But a superior French Force attacked and drove 
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them in. Butli's retreat was opposed by a Force 
of four lines of French Dragoons, bat the young 
** Bayard " cat through them in the most gallant 
manner, sustaining severe and dangerous wounds 
in the attempt. Soon after this a general 
advance of the Army was ordered, and a 
reconnoissance to the front was determined on. 
Sir John Murray commanded at Alicante — Whit- 
tingham with five Infantry Battalions^some Oavalry 
and Artillery was at Alcoy. Having, by a clever 
rM0, led the French in front to disclose their 
power, General Whittingham determined to drive 
them from their position, and beyond Concen- 
tayna, or the Pass of Albayda. This operation 
was performed in so brilliant a manner, entirely 
by the Spanish Majorca levies (the General being 
wounded in the encounter), that Sir John Murray, 
having previously praised the conduct of the 
troops at Xigona, issued a General Order, dated 
Alicante, March 17, 1813, in which he drew the 
attention of the Army to the spirit and gallantry 
with which the Spanish (Majorca) Division con- 
ducted itself on the 15th inst. : — '' The attack on 
that side (as distinct from another attack at 
Xigona) was much more serious, but by the able 
dispositions of Major-General Whittingham, and 
the bravery with which he was supported, the 
enemy was driven from his position, and pursued 
with great loss." Sir J. Murray much approved . 
the steadiness and general good-conduct of the 
Oorps. This afifair proves what might have been 
accomplished by the Spanish Allies, had their 
Generals been gifted with the talents of a Whit- 
tingham, and raised above the paltry feelings of 
envy and jealousy which had taken possession of 
them. The Marquis de la Bomana, the ablest of 
the Generals, was removed by death at an early 
period of the war. Generals Cuesta, Oastanos, 
^allasteros, and De la Pena rather obstructed than 
aided Lord Wellington, Sir Thomas Graham, and 
Sir John Murray. The consequence was that the 
national bravery of the Spaniards, clearly visible 
whenever deeds were to be done which demanded 
the highest amount of courage, was frequently 
neutralised by their miserable discipline. Neither 
Lord Wellington nor Sir John Murray could 
trust them when manoeuvres had to be executed 
in the presence of an enemy. Let it, then, be 
remembered that England acknowledged the high 
tnoral attributes of the Spanish soldier, while she 
regretted that failure was occasionally the result 
of his wretched professional training. The wonder 
is that he did so much. 

Lord Wellington, having removed at a consider- 
able distance from the frontiers of Portugal, that 
kingdom had ceased to be a convenient place of 
arms. He was therefore obliged to select a new 
base of "Operations, and he made choice of the 
fortress of San Sebastian, on the Biscayan coast. 



and the fortress of Pampeluna, on the north- 
eastern frontier of Spain, for this purpose. The 
capture of the former place was assigned to Sir 
Thomas Ghraham. Pampeluna was to be besieged 
by Sir Bowland Hill. But Hill soon found that 
he was wasting time before a town that was im- 
pregnable, considering the small Force he had at 
command. It required at least 20,000 good sol- 
diers, and a six weeks' attack in force, to reduce 
Pampeluna. He, therefore, abandoned the task, 
leaving Spanish and Portuguese troops to blockade 
the town. 

The fall of the powerful fortress of San Sebas- 
tian, and the capitulation of Pampeluna^ must be 
numbered among the crowning events of the 
Peninsular War. Li both of these sieges the 
genius of Wellington was singularly apparent. 
They were being carried on — ^that is, the attack 
upon the one, and the investment of the other — 
away from head -quarters, and the Commander-in- 
Chief, impatient of the delajrs, went first to San 
Sebastian, and then to Pampeluna ; and after giving 
special directions for the establishment of bat- 
teries at the former, and the completion of the 
cordon around the latter, returned to his camp, 
soon to receive intelligence of the success of his 
arrangements. The artificers and labourers in 
the Engineer service evinced, in the siege of San 
Sebastian, and its precursors, Ciudad Bodrigo and 
Badajoz, so much skill that, in 1813, the Corps 
was denominated " Sappers and Miners." 

And now, the object of the war having been 
completely attained, — Spain and Portugal cleared 
of the French invaders. Napoleon exiled to Elba, 
and Louis XVIII. placed upon the throne of his 
ancestors — ^Wellington returned to England to 
receive the homage of a grateful nation. The 
Peninsular Army was sorry to part with him, and 
he regretted leaving soldiers who had won for him 
so many battles, for, in spite of a certain coldness 
of manner, he had become an object of regard, 
because his men and Officers had confidence in 
his stupendous abilities, and he placed perfect 
reliance in those he commanded. 

Previous to his departure from France, the 
Marquis of Wellington published the following 
General Orders to the Army : 

" 1. The Commander of the Forces has the plea- 
sure to inform the Army that he has agreed upon 
the following Convention for the suspension of 
hostilities between the Allied Armies under his 
command, and the French Annies opposed to 
them, and hostilities are forthwith to be suspended 
accordingly. 

"2. Upon congratulating 'the Army upon this 
prospect of an honourable termination of their 
labours, the Commander of the Forces avails him- 
self of the opportunity of returning the General 
Officers, Officers, and Troops, his best thanks for 
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their nnifonn discipline aikl gallantly in the 
field, and for their conciliatory condnct towards 
the inhabitants of the countxy, which, almost in 
an equal degree with their discipline and gallantry 
in the field, have produced the fortunate circum- 
stances which now hold forth to the world the 
prospect of genuine and permanent peace. 

" 3. The Commander of the Forces trusts that 
they wiQ continue the same good conduct while 
it may be necessaxy to detain them in this country, 
and that they will leave it with a lasting reputa- 
tion, not less creditable to their gallantly and 
spirit in the field, than to their regularity and 
good conduct in quarters and in camp." 

This acceptable Order was followed less than 
two months afterwards by the following : 

" Oenebal Obdebs. 

'' 1st. The Commander of the Forces being on 
the point of returning to England, again takes 
Ihis opportunity of congratulating the Army 
upon the recent events which have restored peace 
to their country aod to the world. 

'' 2nd. The share which the British Army have 
had in producing those events, and the high cha- 
racter with which the Army will quit this country, 
must be equally satisfactory to evexy individual 
belonging to it, as they are to the Commander of 
the Forces, and he trusts that the Troops will 
continue the same good conduct to the last. 

" 3rd. The Commander of the Forces opce more 
requests the Army to accept his thanks. 

'5 4th. Although circumstances may alter the 
relations in which he has stood towards them for 
some years so much to his satisfaction, he assures 
them he will never cease to feel the warmest 
interest in their welfare and honour, and that he 
will be at all times happy to be of any service to 
those to whose conduct, discipline, and gallantry 
their country is so much indebted." 

No time was lost by the Government in the 
reduction of the Corps which had become un- 
necessary by the establishment of peace. The 
Volunteer, local Militia, and Yeomanry Corps 
were released from all their Military engagements 
with a warm acknowledgment from the Prince 
Begent and the Parliament of the loyalty and 
patriotism they had evinced in the hour of 
danger. The reduction of the effective strength 
of the regular Army did not immediately take 
place. Indeed, the war had too effectively re- 
duced the strength of many Begiments, and others 
were required elsewhere. 

King Louis XVlIE., who had been residing in 
England since the breaking out of the French 
revolution, lost no time in repairing to Paris and 
mounting the throne of his ancestors, under an 
escort of foreign bayonets. He was not alto- 



gether unwelcome, for the people had become 
somewhat tired of Napoleon. His later mis« 
fortunes had dimmed the glory of his earUer 
achievements. 

Great numbers of Frenchmen, who had resided 
out of France since 1792, went back to the scenes 
of their early happiness, and Paris was filled with 
a motley assenoblage of returned emigres, EngUsh, 
Prussians, and Cossacks. 

British generosity did not allow itself great 
scope in recompensing the services of the fol- 
lowers of Wellington. Peerages were conferred 
on Generals Hope, Cotton, Hill, Beresford, and 
Graham (the three latter receiving 2,000Z. 
a* year), and the Order of the Bath* was extended 
to enable the Prince Begent to make many extra 
knights ; but excepting that the pay of Serjeant- 
Majors was increased, and a colour-serjeant 
attached to each company on 2s. 4d. per diem, 
nothing was done for the ranks. Sixpence a day 
for a few months, or Chelsea Hospital, were the 
guerdons of valour, until thirty-five years later, 
when a medal with clasps was bestowed on the 
veteran survivors of all ranks. 

But if certain classes of the survivors received 
less than their full meed of justice, there was no 
stint of homage to the character of the distin- 
guished dead. Numerous memorials were decreed 
to the heroes of the principal encounters. 
" Storied urn and monumental " statue tell in the 
nave, the transept, and the ambulatory of St 
Paul's Cathedral that Generals Mackenzie and 
Longworth fell at Talavera ; that Bobert Crau- 
furd and Henry Mackinnon were killed at Ciudad 
Bodrigo ; that Major-General Andrew Hay closed 
a Military life, marked by zeal, prompt decision, 
and signal intrepidity before the fortress of 
Bayonne ; that Sir W. Myers and General 
Houghton " gloriously " offered up tKeir lives, 

* On the 2nd of January, 1815, a Royal Warrant was 
iisned diyiding the Order of the Bath into three clasBea, 
and likewise efiFecting some anbdiviaiona. The first com- 
prised all the existing knights, who were to haye what 
are called ** Grand CroBsea of the Bath," and these were 
olaasified into Civil and Military. The Military Diviaion 
of the Order was restricted to Officers not below the rank 
of Major-Qeneral or Rear-Admiral, and their nnmber in 
the whole was limited to sixty. The oiyil knights Grand 
Gross were to be only twelve in nnmber, making alto- 
gether seyenty-two. The second class were called 
Knights-Commander ; their number being 180, exolnsive 
of foreigners holding British Commissions. The ranks 
of the class of the Army and Navy were not to be under 
that of Lieutenant-Colonel and Post Captain ; and it was 
further decreed that all Knights Grand Cross must have 
previously been admitted into the class of Knights Com- 
mander. It was ordained that the third ola-s should be 
called Companions of the Bath, and they were to consist 
of such Naval and Military Officers as had received 
medals, or who had received other badges of honour, or 
who hfid been mentioned by name in any gasetted despatch 
as having distinguished themselves in action againal the 
enemy since 18C& 
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a sacrifice to their country's honour, in the battle 
of Albuhera ; and that Major-General Bowes fell 
while leading the troops to the assault of a for- 
tress at Salamanca. 

One result, however, of the long war was the 
introduction of sundry alterations in the soldiers' 
dress and appointments. Trousers and short 
gaiters superseded long gaiters and breeches. The 
" Wellington boot " and the " Wellington panta- 
loon *' became popular, even beyond the ranks of 
the Army. Felb caps were succeeded by chacos, 
constructed on the erroneous principle of making 
the crown broader and heavier than the lower 
portion of the gear. Brass scales and feathers 
made them an unendurable head-dress ; bat they 
looked well — ^looked as well as some of the best 
French Begiments — and that was an age in which 
much was sacrificed to personal appearance. An 
order went forth that the soldier's hair should 
thenceforth be cropped, and even the whisker was 
subjected to regulation in respect of its length 
and breadth. But in the essential matter of arms 
no improvement whatever was introduced. So 
far back as 1807 a clergyman (the Bev. Mr 
Forsyth) had patented percussion caps, and in 
1809 a breech-loader was introduced to the notice 
of the French Emperor; but neither Napoleon 
nor Wellington countenanced any change in imple- 
ments of war which had rendered each in his 
turn so much good service. Nearly half a century 
had yet to elapse before the theory was recognised, 
that the more powerful and effective the weapons 
of war the less chance there was of prolonged 
contests. 

The abdication of the throne of France by 
Napoleon Bonaparte was due to a combination of 
causes which his genius vainly endeavoured to 
control. In 1812 he had madly invaded Bussia 
with 400,000 men ; but the patriotism of the 
Governor of Moscow preferred the destruction of 
the city by fire to its being preserved as quarters 
for the French, and the invaders were obliged to 
retreat to their own frontier in the depth of a 
Tory severe winter, followed by hordes of Cossacks, 
who speared them as they fell benumbed and 
starved. Three-fourths of the French Army were 
sacrificed in the Bussian expedition. Austria and 
Prussia, and the lesser German States, took heart 
of grace from this calamity, and 1813 was spent 
by Napoleon in resisting the efforts of the 
Teutonic princes to recover their territory and 
their independence. He experienced a terrible 
defeat at Leipzig. These events occurring simul- 
taneously with the defeats of his Marshals in 
Spain, completely destroyed Napoleon's power on 
the continent of Europe. Even France, exhausted 
by the cost of his enterprises and surfeited with 
Military glory, was only too glad to be rid of his 
presence. Bat the soldiers who had followed 



him in his wonderful career of conquest were 
much affected by his departure for the isle of 
Elba, whither he was sent, at his own request, by 
the Governments of Europe ; and the " adienx 
de Fontainebleau " were alike a source of sorrow 
to the Emperor and the Guards. If the truth be 
told, Napoleon always interested himself very 
much in the comfort and well-being of his 
soldiers, and imitated the great Boman Imperator 
in his regard for the veterans who had served 
campaigns with him.* 

A few of Napoleon's old companions were per- 
mitted to follow him to Elba, and there, pensioned 
by foreigners and watched by three Commissioners, 
the conqueror of half the world endeavoured to 
be contented with the government of a little 
island in the Mediterranean, contiguous to Corsica, 
his birth-place. His chosen Generals accepted 
service under the restored government of the 
Bourbons. Soult, Ney, Marmont, Sebastiani, 
were found among the most devoted servants of 
Louis XVUI., at all events for a time. England, 
relieved of expense, anxiety, and commercial 
restraint by his renunciation of Imperial power, 
was jubilant over Napoleon's fall; but the soldiers 
of Wellington, and the men of letters who could, 
appreciate great talents, always rendered justice 
to his stupendous genius. When Prince Mettemich, 
the celebrated Austrian Minister, asked Lord 
Dudley and Ward what he thought of Napoleon 
as a General, that nobleman replied (embodying 
the sentiments of ten thousand can^d critics) : 
" Mo7i Prince^ je ne suts pas MUitaire, mais il me 
semble gu^tl a rendu la gloire passes douteuse^et la 
renommee future impossible, ' * 

One of the greatest blessings resulting from the 
peace of 1814 was the release of the numerous 
prisoners of war on both sides of the Channel. It 
was not the least part of the inhumanity for which 
the long war with France was responsible that 
thousands of brave men were held in wretched 
captivity away from their families and friends, 
and incapable of pursuing useful employments. 

" The Bed Indians torture their prisoners to 
death, and the New Zealanders eat them. In the 
middle-ages, captives of rank were held to ransom, 
while the tag-rag and bob-tail of a captured 
Army was either slaughtered, sent about its busi- 
ness, or invited to enrol itself under the banner of 
the victor — as the tag-rag and bob-tail, caring 
little which side was uppermost, often did most 
blithely. For modem civilisation, and for the 
nations of the West, it was reserved to prepare for 
prisoners of war a peculiarly cumbrous, irritating, 
and humiliating code, the enforcement of which 
never failed to aggravate the feelings of hostility 
between the contending parties, and to keep inter- 

* See Appendix. 
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national wounds open long after there was a cliance 
of their being healed. It is uncertain to what 
astate boreanorat we are indebted for the Bjstem 
of exchanging prisoners daring war ; bat it is a 
fact beyond dispute, that, in modem contests, 
there is no instance in which a satisfactory ex- 
change has ever been made, and the asual result of 
negotiations in that regfiid has been to provoke 
between the Commissioners of Cartel a series of 
squabbles which the respective Qt>vemments sub- 
sequently took up, to the enhanced embitterment 
of their mutual sentiments. For example, during 
the war with France, the French Government 
expressed itself willing to exchange prisoners on 
the " man for man " principle, but insisted on 
receiving a live Frenchman for every Englishman 
set free. To this we demaired, contending that 
a reasonable equivalent for a Frenchman would 
be a Belgian, a Dutchman, an Italian, or any 
other foreigner who owned Napoleon's sway. In 
a few years the tables were turned, and England 
was found refusing to take Hanoverians, Heligo- 
landers, King's German Legionaries, and Negroes, 
as "BritLsh subjects" in exchange for French- 
men to be surrendered by us. While these 
ineffably paltry disputes raged every year, 
prisoners of war were lingering by the thousand 
in noisome durance. In England they were con- 
signed in huge batches, like so many convicts, to 
the hulks at Chatham and Portsmouth, and 
to inland prisons at Dartmoor and in some 
rural districts of Scotland. The history of 
the hulks is one simple tissue of horrors. 
The Government had no active wish to mal- 
treat its prisoners ; but the officials placed in 
authority over them were often rude and of tener 
drunken, and did not understand the character of 
their guests. Worse than that, they did not care 
about such understanding ; and, at the time, it 
was rather patriotic tluui otherwise to detest a 
Frenchman. The prisoners were not systematic 
caUy starved, but they were fed as men-of-war's- 
men were then victualled — on weevilly biscuit, 
hard salt junk, and jury rum. They had no 
means of cooking their food in their own fashion ; 
they were pent up between the decks of old 
vessels, all but deprived of exercise, and denied 
the commonest appliances of cleanliness. 80 they 
had the scurvy, dysentery, typhus, and a host of 
other ailments ; now and then an epidemic would 
break out among them, and they would die like 
aheep afflicted by the rot. The most horrible 
profligacy was rampant on board those floating 
pandemoniums. The prisoners had nothing what- 
ever to do, and vast numbers of them belonged 
to the lowest and most ignorant classes. So they 
swore and gambled, they quarrelled and fought ; 
scarcely a week passed in which some fatal duel 
did not take place among them. Such were the 



hulks^-the dreaded pon^onf— descriptions of 
which, not much overcharged, were drawn iip by 
the order of Napoleon, and distributed among the 
French peasantry in order to inflame their minds 
against the English. Inland, the poor prisoners 
were a little better off. They had ample space 
and opportanity for exercise. Especially in Scot- 
land they were treated with much thoughtful 
kindness by the gentry residing in the neigh- 
bourhood of the prisons. While this was the 
condition of the French prisoners in England, 
there was little to choose between it and the state 
of the British captives in France. Verdun was 
the central depot. The citadel of Biche served as 
a kind of penitentiary ; to its gloomy casemates, 
and often to its subterranean dungeons, were 
consigned the refractory or mutinous prisoners, or 
those who had broken their parole. In order that 
they might be sent to Biche, Englishmen who had 
made up their minds to escape would often com- 
mit some offence against the disciplinary laws laid 
down for the government of the prisoners. There 
they were immured in cells to which the " Little 
Ease " of the Tower of London was a luxurious 
apartment. There they were often loaded with 
the heaviest fetters, and they were watched day 
and night by gendarmes with drawn sabres or 
loaded carbines. Yet from this seemingly impreg- 
nable fortress, British sailors, in a surprising 
number of instances, contrived to escape — some- 
times lowering themselves more than a hundred 
feet into the fosse of the castle, by ropes which 
they had twisted with their own hands. Ccca- 
sionally the rope broke in mid air, and, falling 
into the ditch, they shattered their limbs. Some- 
times they were sabred by the gendarmes, or shot 
by the sentries. In many cases the prisoners 
rushed on the sentinels themselves, and strangled 
them in their boxes. Anything for liberty. 
Spurred by the offer of high regard, the neigh- 
bouring peasantry kept dogs to hunt the English 
fugitives down ; yet our brave fellows would get 
away somehow from gendarmes, peasants, and 
bloodhounds. They would manage to evade the 
pursuers, or bribe them into winking at their 
flight." 

Completeness of historical detail requires that 
we should here mention that a new regulation waa 
issued in 1814, by which Major-Generals holding 
Field Cfficers' commissions were requested to 
accept an unattached rate of pay (25s. per diem), 
and allow their Regimental commissions to be 
fllled up by effective Cfficers, or to retire from 
the Service by disposing of their commissions at 
a regulated value. 

Excited by the progress of a war so near home, 
the British nation did not direct its eyes to 
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India as frequently as the importance of tliat 
yast possession deserved. But the region was 
nevertheless the scene of many important events, 
in which some of the Boyal Regiments and 
Officers of the Boyal Army rendered very con- 
spicuous service. Taking them in the order of 
their occurrence, the first operation which merits 
particular notice is the capture of the French 
islands in the Indian seas. The isles of Bourbon 
and Rodriguez fell without a struggle ; a blockade 
by a Naval force was attempted, but, as this 
failed, an Army of 11,300 men, with a 74-gun 
ship and 13 frigates, was sent in 1810 to take 
the Isle of France. The 12th, 14th, 22nd, 65th, 
84th, and 89 th Regiments, and a troop of the 
26th Dragoons, constituted the European part of 
the force, the whole commanded by General 
Abercrombie. Hot weather and the absence of 
water on the march from Q-rande Baye to Port 
Louis were the only enemies the troops were 
called upon to encounter, until they were within a 
mile or two of the lines of Port Louis, where they 
found the enemy in a good position, with several 
field-pieces. The guns were charged and taken, and 
eveiy arrangement made for an attack on the lines 
on the morrow, when Q-eneral Decaen, the 
Governor of the Isle of France, offered to capitu- 
late. The offer was accepted, and the island 
became British property under the old name of 
" Mauritius." 

Batavia, and the Dutch islands in the Eastern 
Archipelago, were so many rallying points for 
French and Dutch privateers, which inflicted 
serious damage upon English commerce in 
the Indian seas. The Naval blockade established 
by Admiral Drury had been found inoperative ; 
and it was, therefore, deemed indispensable that 
an attempt should be made to reduce the rich 
island of Java. Amboyna had surrendered in 
1810. 

A considerable French force, under the Dutch 
General Jansens, had been despatched to Batavia 
by Napoleon ; and Lord Minto, who was Governor- 
General of India at the time, was too sagacious 
to dream of undertaking an important conquest 
with insufficient means. With Rear-Admiral 
Stopford in command of a Fleet of four sail of 
the line, fourteen frigates, seven sloops, eight of 
the Honourable Company's small war-ships, and 
several gun-boats, and an Army comprising three 
Regiments of Light Dragoons, the 14th, 59th, 
69th, 78th, and 89th Foot, and a strong body of 
Gompany*s troops, Artillery and Infantry, com- 
manded by Sir Samuel Auchmuty, Lord Minto 
had little reason to doubt the success of his 
enterprise. But Java was not conquered without 
an ^ort. General Jansens was a soldier who 
could not find the word " surrender " in his 
Militaiy dictionary. If it were there at all, it 



was preceded by certain injunctions to fight ; and 
a good fight he made. 

The town of Batavia was easily occupied by the 
advance under Oolpnel Robert Rollo Gillespie, — 
the intrepid dragoon who had saved the remnant 
of the 69th at Vellore, — ^for Jansens knew that it 
was indefensible. He had established himself, 
with all the troops he could muster, at Welter- 
needin, on the road to Gomel is, and here he 
attempted to check the British with grape and 
musketry. His flank was turned by Gillespie, ihe 
guns of the Royal Artillery replied to Jansea^s 
batteries with much effect, and he retired to take 
shelter beneath the guns of Oomelis. Here the 
Dutch General expected to hold his ground until 
the rainy season should set in, and sickness compel 
the English to retire. His post was an entrenched 
camp between two rivers— one of which was un- 
fordable, and the other protected by powerful 
batteries and redoubts. The space between the 
rivers was about 600 yards in breadth, and this 
was defended by redoubts and entrenchments 
difficult of access by reason of the ruggedness of 
the ground. In the rear of the works the fortifi- 
cations, both natural and artificial, were still 
stronger: the whole circumference of the lines 
embraced about 9l^^ miles, and was defended by 
280 pieces of cannon. In its way, Oomelis was a 
Gibraltar. Formidable as it was, however, the 
position was destined to be carried. While the 
chief redoubt on the river Slokan was being 
breached, Lieut.-Oolonel Macleod attacked the 
principal redoubt in the angle of the enemy's 
front and left ; another attack was made upon 
a bridge leading to the rear, and the main body of 
the Army threatened the front. A breach in the 
chief redoubt on the river having been made 
practicable, Oolonel Gillespie, at the head of the 
dismounted Dragoons, a body of Marines, and the 
flank companies of all the European B<egiments, 
assaulted the redoubt just before daybreak. Ap- 
proaching the videttes, the column was challenged. 
Keserving their Are, the men rushed forward with 
the bayonet, and promptly carried the redoubt 
almost as soon as the alarm was given. The 78th 
carried the bridge over the Slokan. Turning to 
the left, Gillespie in* like manner stormed and 
carried a second redoubt. These were important 
captures, for each redoubt modnted twenty 18- 
pounders, besides several 24 and d2-pounders. 
Oolonel Gibbs, with the Grenadier Oompanies of 
three Regiments, carried a redoubt on the opposite 
side of the Slokan, but not without severe loss to 
the 14th Foot, resulting from the explosion of a 
powder magazine — which was fired by one of the 
enemy's Officers. The remaining redoubts to the 
right and left were stormed, in which operation 
Lieut. -Ool. Macleod of the 69th was killed. Day 
had now broken, and the enemy were disoovered 
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drawn up in the plain fronting the barracks and 
the lesser fort of Cornells. Infantry, Cavalry, and 
Horse Artillery, nearly all French, presented a stem 
array. No matter, the 59th led off the game ; 
Gillespie followed suit with Caralry and light 
guns, and, after a very brief combat, the enemy 
broke and fled. Hotly pursued, 6,000 of them, 
including a Corps of French Voltigeurs, laid 
down their arms ; the rest followed Jansens to 
Samarang, where he again showed fight, but was 
ultimately obliged to succumb. Here, after some 
hesitation, he signed articles of capitulation. He 
had made a stubborn defence^ — naturally, for 
when sent out to govern Java, Napoleon, remem- 
bering that the Cape of Good Hope had been 
wrested from him by Sir David Baird, is reported 
to have said : " Souvenez-vow, Monsieur, qu*un 
Oenercd Francis ne se laisse pcu prendre une 
secotide fois," 

The reduction of Java cost the British upwards 
of a thousand good soldiers, but it left the Eastern 
seas without an enemy. A medal and much prize 
money rewarded the efforts of the Army and 
Navy ; and Gillespie, promoted to the rank of a 
General Officer, received the order of Knighthood 
for his forward gallantry. 

Skirting the north of the British possessions in 
Bengal is a chain of mountains, a part of which 
encloses the rich valley of Nepaul. The Goorkha 
tribes who rose there had extended their conquests 
far on either side, and had become subjects of 
uneasiness to all their neighbours. Lord Wellesley 
and his successor had made treaties with them to 
ensure the peace of the frontier ; but as an in- 
fraction of the compact had only been rebuked 
by a courteous letter, the Nepaulese took advan- 
tage of the impunity of their insolence, and com- 
mitted further aggressions. They encroached 
upon the territory of the East India Company 
and the lands of their Allies. They seized upon 
Bhopal and Sheoray, seized, plundered, and burnt 
villages in Salem, attacked an English police- 
station and murdered the Officers, invaded 200 
villages in Tirhoot, ventured into Ehyrapoor and 
Moradabad, attacked the posse8^ions of protected 
Sikh chieftains, in a word penetrated everywhere 
from the Tista to the Sutlej. Lord Moira, who 
had come out as Governor-General, remonstrated 
with the Nepaulese Bajah. But all that he ob- 
tained from that chief was an avowal of his acts 
and an insolent tone of defiance. He refused all 
reparation. His immediate advisers recommended 
him not to risk the issue of an armed straggle. 
They told him that hitherto he had hunted deer: if 
he went into the field against the British, he must 
expect to combat with tigers. But he only replied 
by vaunting his former triumphs, the Military 
glories of Nepaul, its natural strength, and the 



certain failure of the English. " They had been 
driven," he said, "from Bhurtpore, which was 
the work of man ; how, then, should they storm 
the mountain citadel, which was built by the 
hands of God ? " With such a person no other 
argument than the sword was of any avail. Lord 
Moira forthwith ordered an Army of 22,000 men 
into the field. It was separated into four Divi- 
sions, destined to attack the Nepaulese at different 
points. Major-General Sir Bobert Bollo Gillespie 
took his Division of 3,500 men into the valley of 
the Dhoon. Colonel Mawley of the 53rd occupied 
the town of Deyra, in the valley. The Goorkhaa 
(Nepaulese) fell back to Ealunga, a fortified place, 
whither they were followed by Gillespie. The 
General made a slight breach in the fort, and 
assaulted it with a part of the 53rd, und one 
hundred dismounted troopers of the 8th Light 
Dragoons. The assault failed, and Gillespie, while 
leading the stormers,' fell, shot to the heart. 
Nearly seven hundred men and Officers Were 
wounded or killed in the assault. Major-General 
Martindell was equally unsuccessful in his attack 
elsewhere. Besides the natural strength of these 
hills, the Goorkhas derived material protection 
from their stockades, which they raised at eveiy 
post I hey took up. Generals Ochterlony, Martin- 
dell, and Marley assailed them at different points 
with varying success, not unaccompanied with 
disasters to the British arms. The commencement 
of 1815 found the Goorkhas still preserving a bold 
attitude, and it was evident that nothing effectual 
could be done against such hardy warriors, so well 
protected, excepting by a large and well-appointed 
Force, skilfully directed by Officers who could 
profit by the knowledge and experience acquired 
in reverses. 



CHAPTEE XXVn. 

Waterloo — Its Causes — ProgrefiS — and Besnlts. 

It was a great mistake upon the part of the 
French Government to have kept Napoleon in 
arrears of his pension, for it furnished him with 
a legitimate ground of complaint. It was a still 
greater error to have derived no lessons from the 
adversity of twenty years. The Bourbons had 
gathered no crop of wisdom in the field of priva- 
tion. They had changed in nothing, while France 
had changed in everything — in manners, in tone 
of thought, in religious sentiment. The minds 
of Frenchmen had been set free by the Bevolu- 
tion, and it was not to be expected that when the 
novelty of change, which was only acceptable to 
a capricious people because it was change, had 
passed away, they should continue to look com- 
placently on the white flag, the old fleur-de'lia, 
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the withered emigria who had returned with the 
King, the Bwamu of priests who crowded about 
the Ooort, or even the King himself. The mis- 
fortunes of Louis XVin. had made him respect- 
able, and his own demeanour after his assumption 
of the sceptre was unexceptionable; but the 
people were restless, and, during the winter of 
1814-15, intrigue was rife to bring back Napoleon 
and restore the Empire. " H reviendra avec le 
printempa " was the motto which ao6ompanied 
pictures of the violet, with such an arrangement 
of the leayes as disclosed the profile of the ex- 
Emperor. Fouch^'s spies were active, and Talley- 
rand was not asleep ; yet the French Gh>yemment 
took no measures to check the growing spirit of 
disaffection, or provide against the disturbance 
of society arising out of the reactionary feeling. 
80, with all the force of an electric shock, it came 
upon the Governments of France and England, 
in March, 1815, that Napoleon had landed at 
Cannes with 1,000 men, a few of whom were 
French, and had been received by the people with 
open arms. Advancing into the friendly country 
of Dauphin^ — ^its mountaineers had alwajrs been 
true to the Revolution and the Empire— he pro- 
ceeded upon his daring enterprise, like one of the 
tenants of that wild region, gathering strength on 
his way, and overbearing every obstacle in his 
irresistible progress. In vain Military chiefs 
endeavoured to bar his path with an armed force, 
and challenged the power and discipline of their 
followers. At the sight of the well-known garb 
and features, men and Officers, smitten by a 
sudden spell, rushed to the feet of their old Com- 
mander, and fell into the ranks of his band ; as 
was eloquently said, " All who entered the void 
formed by that gigantic shadow were attracted to 
its centre by a mysterious fascination.*' Qap 
was reached on the 5th, and Grenoble on the 7th, 
and on the 10th the restored conqueror, accom- 
panied now by half an Army and by amassed 
and exulting crowds, moved into the plain 
and beheld the gates of Lyons fall by enchant- 
ment before him. On his way be had scat- 
tered abroad proclamations which denounced in 
fierce and indignant eloquence the treason to 
France of her aUen rulers, imposed on her by the 
swords of the stranger, invoked the memoiy of 
the great days of the Empire, explained dexter- 
ously away its misfortunes, and appealed to the 
patriotism and pride of Frenchmen ; and at Lyons 
Napoleon ventured to seize openly the reins of 
government, dissolving the Chambers of the 
Bestoration, and declaring the authority of the 
Bourbons void. Thenceforward his march was a 
continued triumph ; in his bold language, " the 
eagle flew from steeple to steeple with the 
national colours." Each stage of the journey 
was a bloodless victory. We need not dwell on 



the striking scene, the prelude and cause of a 
mournful tragedy, when the constancy of the 
bravest of the brave gave way, and Ney was swept 
away in the all-powerful torrent. The exile 
arrived in Paris upon the 20th ; he ascended the 
stairs of the Tuileries amid a mass of enthusiastio . 
adherents, intoxicated for the moment with un- 
feigned joy, and within a few days the reviving 
Empire was proclaimed throughout every part of 
France. Though the movement that gave Napo- 
leon the Throne was sudden and transient^ not 
steady and lasting, it was, for an instant, of aston- 
ishing force ; and he had a right to say that at 
no period was his personal influence more magical. 
As the Boyalist orator eloquently exclaimed, 
** When Napoleon passed the Niemen at the head 
of half a million of men to invade the wastes 
of Russia he was less wonderful than when, cast- 
ing his fetters in the face of Kings, he sped 
almost alone from Cannes to Paris to take his 
rest in the abode of the Bourbons."* 

All Europe was now astir. Russia, Austria, 
Prussia, England, Holland, at once oaUed their 
Armies into the field, and, as Napoleon was bent 
on the defence of his new position, they formed 
one grand line from the German Ocean to the 
Mediterranean, in order to press upon and over- 
whelm their restless enemv. The Duke of Wei- 
lington was chosen by the common voice of 
nations to lead the Allied Armies. He had 
beaten all the Marshals of France sent to oppose 
him in Spain — he was now free to measure swords 
with the master of the Marshals. Napoleon saw 
the peril of his situation. He could not oppose 
Armies all along the line. He would adopt his 
old tacHque ; and falling first upon one Force and 
then upon another, destroy them in detail. In 
less than three months from the day of his land- 
ing from Elba he was at the head of 200.000 
men. Advancing with half his Army into Bel- 
gium, he met and overthrew the Prussians at 
Ligny. Hastening his troops to the front, Wel- 
lington stopped hmi for a moment at Quatre Bras 
with a few Highlanders and the Brunswick 
Cavalry, then fell back upon Waterloo, within 
twelve miles of Brussels, and there elected to give 
Napoleon battle. 

On the morning of the 18th June, 1815, a 
French and English Army once more stood facing 
each other. One hundred and forty thousand 
human beings in " stem array " prepared to con- 
tend for the palm of superiority. In one respect 
only the advantage in limine was with the British 
Field-Marshal. He had chosen his own ground. 
Military critics, at a subsequent period, disputed 
the prudence of his choice ; he had retained but 
one road for a retreat upon Brussels, should such 

• * The Times.' 
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a step have become necessary. But he bad some 
time preyiously sonreyed the fields of Belgium 
with a strategic eye, and bad decided in bis own 
capacious mind that, if the liberties of Europe 
were again placed in peril, that was the spot 
whereon they would have to be defended. Good 
or bad, right or wrong, this position was the only 
advantage claimed, for in other respects the 
balance of prospective benefit was with Napoleon. 
Some of his troops consisted of the tried 
Legions who had survived the wars in Spain and 
Germany. Flushed with a victory over Blucher 
— ^proud of being again under the eye of *" le 
peiii caporal * — admirably equipped with artillery 
— the Force shared in the confidence expressed by 
the Emperor that the *' poor despised English " 
were then within his grasp. Every grenadier and 
cuirassier, every voltigeur and chasseur, echoed 
in his heart the savage phrase, '/ Ahy je lea tiens, 
cea Anglais ! " On the opposite side were only 
raw troops, with the exception of the Guards, the 
Highlanders, and the Cavalry. The Duke's fine 
old Peninsular Infantry was away in America, or 
scattered throughout the Colonies and India. He 
would have given all the wealth he possessed to 
have had them by his side in the awful crisis that 
had arrived. His guns were few in number com- 
pared with those of the enemy. On the Belgian 
and Nassau troops who had joined his Army, 
Wellington could place but little reliance. He 
had more faith in the untried British Militia 
which had been drafted into the Line. He knew 
that the national bull -dog courage would main- 
tain them in the position he had selected untU 
every man had fallen before the fire and the 
desperate charges of the foe. And then he was 
surrounded by so many of his best Generals — 
those steady, cool, and intrepid gentlemen whose 
aspect was so thoroughly English, that the men 
in looking upon them thought of " home " and 
all that was expected of them in the way of 
" duty." « Duty " was the lode-star of the chief, 
and it inspired all whom he led with the stern reso- 
lution which he had formed to " do or die." Lord 
Uxbridge, the Paget of Sabngal and Benevente — 
Moore's Paget— led the Cavalry ; Hill, Oolville, 
Maitland, Adam, Picton, Halkett, Kempt, Vande- 
leur, Hussey Vivian, and the ever-daring Colbome 
headed the Infantry. Sir Alexander Dickson com- 
manded the Artillery. 

There was a farm and orchard to the Duke's 
right — ^the farm of Goumont or Hougomont — ^the 
key of his position. It was occupied by the 
Gktards. Upon their firmness much reliance was 
necessarily placed. Behind the Field-Marshal 
was the one road leading to Brussels, and on either 
side was a thicket, known as the forest of Soignies, 
of which not a vestige now remains. 

The rain had fallen heavily in the night. The 



ground was soft and muddy all over the vast 
plain— but the wheat and other cereals still waved 
in rich luxbriance in front of the line. The sol- 
diers had had a wretohed bivouac, but their com- 
forts in other respects had not been disregarded. 
Their arms, if not bright, were effective, and their 
powder was dry. At eight in the morning the 
sun came out, and Wellington awaited the French 
attack. But the Emperor was in no hurry to 
move his Artillery to the front, until the ground 
had become sufficiently hardened to admit of its 
being dragged into position. He availed himself 
of the unavoidable pa)ise.to ride down the ranks 
and hear once more the welcome shout of Vive 
VEmpereuTy the precursor to victory in the old 
days of Austerlitz, Jena, and Friedland. At noon, 
however, his guns began to play upon the English 
host, and then ensued the terrible "pounding 
match," which was to endure for eight long hours, 
trying the strength of both sides to the utter- 
most, until 60,000 brave fellows were stretched 
in death upon the plain, or borne to the rear in 
mortal agonies. The terrible bolts from the 
French guns ploughed up the ground, and in their 
ricochet struck the solid squares of the devoted 
English Infantry, which thinned at every dis- 
charge ; * the heavy Cavalry charged boldly upon 
the French horsemen, striking fiercely at their 
polished cuirasses and hurling them to earth ; the 
Guards disputed the possession of the farm with 
their determined assailants, now giving ground, 
and anon recovering it ; volleys of the Infantry, 
in their impregnable squares, overturned the 
French Dragoons, who presumed to hope they 
could break through a line which Artillery could 
not destroy. Napoleon muttered his fears as the 
'' terrible chevanx gris,'^ the Scots Greys, nolo wed 
down his Squadrons ; and he shouted angrily, 
" These English do not seem to know when they 
are beaten." All these facts, and the anxiety of 
the English leader, as with half -opened lips he 
uttered a wish for "night or Blucher" — ^have 
been told over and over again. No nursery tale-— 
no romance popular with boy hood — is better known 
than the details of the battle of the giants at 
Waterloo. 

Evening came, and neither Napoleon's wish for 
Grouchy, whom he had ordered up, nor Welling- 
ton's prayer for Blucher, had been fulfilled. There 

* Walter Soott, la his * Marmion,' published sotne years 
previoas to the battle of Waterloo, seems to have antici- 
pated the action of the squares— 

** The stabbom spearmen still made good 
Their dark, impenetrable wood. 
Each stepping where his comrade stood 

The instant that he fell. 
No thought was there of dastard flighty 
Link'd in the serried phalanx light. 
Groom fought like noble, squire like knight| 
As foarlesttly and well," 
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was fererisb anxiety on both rides. Night woold 
have covered Wellington's retreat, and Napoleon 
would have lost his prej. The battle still raged. 
It was the height of summer, and there were yet 
two hours of daylight. Suddenly a cloud of 
troops in blue and green uniforms appear upon 
Napoleon's right and Wellington's left. It is not 
Grouohy's Oorps, but (to the English) the«welcome 
Prussians. Blucher — old Forvarts, as he was 
called — ^had kept his word, and come to the Duke 
*^ mii his whole Army" Napoleon hesitated for 
a moment. Everytlung depended now upon one 
final crushing blow. Advancing his Guard in 
dense columns, headed by the. intrepid Ney, and 
accompanying them into the valley, he made 
direct for the British line. Victory trembled in 
the balance. Zealous and daring, the soldiers of 
the Empire, shouting and echoing the strains of 
the bands, marched up the hill where the Guards 
lay half concealed by the com to protect them 
from the cannonade of the enemy. The 71st, the 
52nd Light Infantry, and the 95th were to the 
right of the Duke's line. With a promptitude 
which was at once the result of sound judgment 
and martial enthusiasm. Sir John Oolborne went 
forward with the 52nd, halted them for an instant, 
and delivered a galling fire into the flank of the 
advancing column. Shocked by the unexpected 
attack, the foremost ranks reeled and broke ; and 
shouting, " Save himself who can I " infected the 
rear columns with their fears. Wellington saw 
that the crisis had arrived. Victory was in his 
reach : he stretched forth his hand and won it, 
" Let the Line advance," cried he. ** Up Guards 
and at them," shouted the Aides-de-Camp. Down 
rushed the Brigades of Adam, and Maitland, and 
Byng ; forward went the Life Guards and Hussars. 
It was a terrible crisis. The French, dismayed, 
made one momentary stand, then staggered, 
turned, and fled in utter derangement. Napoleon, 
as at Moscow, preceded them in the flight. The 
Old Guard held on to the last. Galled upon to 
surrender, its Commander, Oambronne, indignantly 
spurns the proposition, fights a little longer, then 
breaks and leaves the field. Wellington and Blu- 
cher meet and embrace at Genappe. The pursuit 
is continued by the English for Qyq miles, and 
then, exhausted with the efiPorts of the day, they 
surrender the duty to the Prussians, who, nothing 
loth, harass the retiring and disordered columns 
for many miles. 

As the Duke of Wellington returned to his 
quarters for the night, his iron frame scarcely 
shaken by the extraordinary laboura of the day, 
he was much moved. The field was covered with 
the dead and the dying. Some thousands of the 
British had fallen, and among them were many 
men whom the Duke had seen and known, and 
led to victory in his previous campaigns. Several 



of the (Generals and his Grace's own Aides-de- 
Oamp were numbered with the killed or wounded. 
Sir W. Ponsonby had been pierced to death by 
Polish Lancers ; Sir Thomas Picton had fallen, 
so had Sir B. Macara, of the 42 nd. Lord Fitz- 
roy Somerset lost an arm, the Earl of Uxbridge a 
leg ; the Hon. Captain Gordon was killed ; (General 
Adam received a severe wound. 

Its work done — nobly done-^he wounded 
recovered and cared for, as well as in those days, 
' when " minist'ring angels " were almost unknown 
to a British Army in the field, suffering soldiers 
were cared for — ^the troops fell back to receive a 
suspicious welcome from the populace of Brussels, 
many of whom would have been equally glad to 
have seen a French conquering Army. 

Napoleon hastened to Paris, whence, in despair, 
he betook himself to Bochfort, and failing to 
effect an escape from the Continent, watched as 
its coasts were by our men of war, he gave him- 
self up to the Captain of the BeUerophon, and 
claimed an asylum in England, which a sound 
policy denied him. Earope needed repose. 

No great battle in which the mettle of British 
troops was severely tried has engaged so many 
pens as that which decided the fate of Europe on 
the plains contiguous to the village of Waterloo. 
It was every way worthy of the poet and the his- 
torian. The issue to be decided was of momentous 
importance — the Armies engaged were of the 
finest material in the world. The two greatest 
warriors of the age met face to face for the first 
time — the one confident, the other only hope- 
ful. Had these mighty gladiators been handi- 
capped before the struggle, Wellington would 
assuredly have had some weight put upon him. 
Napoleon, at the head of the French, had in his 
time beaten Austrians, Russians, Prussians, 
Italians, and Dutch, but Wellington had invariably 
beaten the French. He was literally, therefore, 
le vainqueur des vainquewrs. Yet with all the 
opportunities which the eye-witnesses and survi- 
ving actors in the great battle possessed of arriving 
at the truth ; with all the anxiety of the press 
and the publishing interest to cast a halo over the 
mighty achievement of the Iron Duke and his 
devoted followers, " Waterloo " is to this hour a 
subject of controversy. Captain Sibome laboured 
hard to accumulate facts for the materials of some 
interesting volumes, with copious diagrams and 
orthographical projections of the fight at different 
stages* ; the Reverend Mr Gleig wrote the ' Story 
of Waterloo ' — a story not less picturesque than 
it is faithful, as far as his means of ascertaining 

* The model of the battle at the United SerTice Mosenm 
is a very intereadng piece of work, honourable to the 
labour of Captain Siborne and to the pnblio spirit of 
Major-General Lindsay, at whose instance it was pardutaed 
and placed there. 
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the trath bad gone ; the Key. Thos. Leeke, who 
oariied the coloon of the 52nd Light Infantry, 
came forward, after an interral of more than half 
a oentuiy, to establish one fact connected with the 
final overthrow of the French* ; Colonel Charles 
Ghesney, of the Engineers, assigns to thePmssians 
a larger measure of honour in the fight than they 
bare received from other writers; the fervid 
Victor Hugo devoted an entire chapter of a work 
(' Les Mis^rables ') to a description of the leading 
features of the contest, and several pages to the 
settlement of Oambronne's claims to a fanfaronade 
(La Qcarde meuai^ mads ne se rends pas), winding 
up with the emphatic and preposterous declaration 
that Napoleon did not lose the battle because of 
Wellington, nor because of Blucher, but " because 
of God I" — and Walter Scott, whose instincts 
were Mlitary, visited the field of battle, and wrote 
a poem, his very worst, the theme of which was 

" Waterloo."! 

Waterloo was fought, Waterloo vas won. We 
know that the Guards, the Heavy Dragoons, the 
Biflemen, the noble Line, the grand Artillery, 
all performed deeds that would have shamed 
<<Turk Gregory," but any attempts at minute 
descriptions of such encounters, beyond such as 
are given by the illustrious author of the De- 
spatches, must be more or less works of imagina- 
tion, or, at best> but vivid sketches of isolated 
incidents. The answer of the soldier in Macklin's 
old farce to a lady's application for a description 
of a battle is as applicable to Waterloo, simple as 
its general outline was, as to any other fight — 
** Faith, madam, there is so much doing every- 
where, there's no knowing what's doing anywhere." 

It was decreed by the council of nations that 
Napoleon should be sent to the remote island of 
St Helena, in the Atlantic, and so guarded that 
he should not again have a chance of violating 
the peace of Europe. The desoree was carried out ; 
and there, for six years " fretting like a gummed 
velvet." he wore out life, surrounded by a group 
of attached friends.} His discontent found utter- 
ance in angry letters, peevish conversations, and 

* Mr Leeke intHaXs that the 52nd shattered the Freooh 
eolaipn by its flank attack, and his aaaertion, founded on 
his own Dorsonal experience, is sustained by several trnst- 
worthy Oificen, in opposition to a claim pat forth by the 
Gnards to the honour of defeating the French. 

t Two of his lines ran— 

'* The corpse of many a hero slain, 
Preet Waterloo's ensangained plain : ** 

to which a writer of the then popalar * Morning Chronicle * 
malicioasly added : 

**Bat none by sabre, lanee, or shot^ 
Fell half so^ as Walter Scott.** 

} The 66th Foot, subsequently relieved by the 20tb, 
iruarded Napoleon at St Helena. General Sir Hudson 
Lowe was selected as his custodian. 



feeble remonstrances. Some part of his time was 
passed in dictating ' M^mc^res pour servir a THis- 
toire,' which involved many contradictory maxims, 
cleared up a few doubtful points in the history of 
the time, and cast obloquy upon the authors of 
the failures of some of his plans. The English 
never received that justice at his hands which a 
brave and candid soldier would have extended to a 
people who had given him the strongest proof of 
their invincibility and generosity. Had he fallen 
into other hands^ he certainly would not have en- 
joyed even the comforts, much less the luxuries of 
an elegant restraint, until God called him to his 
last account. Bussia would in* all likelihood have 
sent him to the mines of Siberia ; the enraged 
Prussians would have shot him like a dog; 
Austria, whose daughter he had married and who 
deserted him in his extremity after the battle of 
Toulouse, might perhaps have accommodated him 
with a dungeon in the Quadrilateral. He died at 
St Helena in 1821. British soldiers performed 
his funeral honours, and a willow waved over his 
poor remains until, after a lapse of a quarter of a 
century, they were allowed to be transported to 
Paris, where they now repose in the grand Hos- 
pital of the Invalids, among the people^ on the 
banks of the Seine whom he had *' loved so well." 

Marshal Ney's weakness and treachery received 
its due reward — ^he was tried, condemned, and shot 
to death. He had volunteered to arrest Napoleon 
on his march from Cannes, and to bring him to 
Paris dead or alive, but the moment he met his 
old master he fell into his arms and shared his 
fortunes. As a guarantee for the preservation of 
peace, a British Army occupied France for three 
years. It was to have remained there for five 
years, and the Duke of Wellington was very pro- 
perly chosen to command the " Army of Occupa- 
tion," and see to the payment of the indemnifica- 
tion which France owed to England for the enor- 
mous sacrifices she had made to ensure the future 
tranquillity of the country, and promote its com- 
mercial prosperity. But true to the magnanimity 
of his character, the Prince of Waterloo, as he 
had very properly l^een created by the King of 
Holland, pressed the British Q-ovemment to reueve 
the French of the pressure they could ill sustain ; 
and, at the expiration of three years out of the 
five, the Army was withdrawn. 

Bich rewards were bestowed by the Prince 
B^ent of England, the Government, and the 
people upon all who had fought and. bled at 
Waterloo. Two hundred thousand pounds were 
voted to the Duke, a silver medal was cast, and dis- 
tributed to all ranks alike. That memorable year 
of service was allowed to count as two years in the 
computation of the pensions of the soldiers. The 
eolours of every corps engaged were emblazoned 
with the word *' Waterloo." ■ Grand Crosses of the 
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Bath were bestowed on many of the Knight Oom* 
manden, and as vacancies had arisen since the 
new statute had been passed, reij many Compa- 
nions of the Order were advanced to knighthood 
aa " Gommanders." Ensigns of the Foot Guards 
were granted the rank of Lieutenant as a distin- 
guished mark of approbation. The Ist Foot Guards 
were thenceforth called the " Grenadier Guards.'* 
Lord Uxbridge was raised to the Marquisate of 
Anglesea. The Prince Begent declared himself 
Colonel-in-Chief of the 1st and 2nd Life Guards. 
Nothing was left undone, in the glow of enthusiasm, 
which appeared likely to be acceptable to those 
who had valorously repelled the last attempt of 
the great master of war to fetter Europe, and 
inflict incalculable wrong upon the interests of 
liberty and humanity. Finally, an immense 
National Fund was raised in behalf of the 
wounded and the families of the slain* 

Believed from the claims of war, the General 
and other Officers who had distinguished them- 
selves in the field were available for lucrative and 
responsible commands in the Oolonies and India, 
where their experience could be turned to local 
and national account. As vacancies arose, there- 
fore, the most deserving, and those whose ex- 
chequer had not been materially benefited by 
campaigning, were selected to fill the best 
Governorships and commands, if the Duke of 
Wellington could speak to their competency. 
Thus, Paget, Combermere, Fane, and Gough were 
appointed in succession to the Oommand-in-Chief 
in India ; Nightingale, Halkett, Bradford,. Charles 
Golville, George Walker, Beck with, P. Maitland, 
Adam, Eeane, and O'Oallaghan went to Madras 
or Bombay to command the Armies of the King 
and the East India Company. Edward Barnes 
was made Governor of Ceylon ; Lowry Cole, 
Governor of Mauritius ; Lord William Bentinck 
Bucceeded to the Governor-Generalship of India ; 
8ir John Colbome went to Canada ; in fact, every 
good General Officer who had fought in the Penin- 
Bula or at Waterloo obtained, if not a supreme, at 
least a Divisional Command and others of lesser 
rank gladly accompanied their old Commanders 
as Aides-de-Camp and Military Secretaries, to 
become, in their turn, leaders of Armies or 
Governors of Settlements. The effect of this 
method of rewarding good service was felt in the 
infusion of a fine Military spirit and a better order 
of discipline into the Armies of India and the 
Colonial garrisons, whose habits had become 
somewhat loose and irregular after they had done 
their arduous work in subduing the Natives and 
checking an insurrectionary spirit. 

Not inappropriately might we dose this 
^' Waterloo " chapter with a picture of the field 



as it is, sketched by the lively hand of the 
voluminous, graphic, and industrious G. A. Bala ; 
but as it might interfere with the general narra- 
tive, it has been placed in the Appendix. 



CHAPTER XXVIIL 

Dispute with the United States of America — The Ameri- 
cans inTade Canada^Are Repulsed — Occupy the entire 
Niagara Frontier — Expedition nnder General Rosa— 
Battle of Bladensburg — ^Rosa slain — Senate House and 
President's Palace destroyed at Washington ~ Attack oo 
Baltimore— Expedition to New Orleans — Repulse of the 
British — Peace Re-established — ^The Nepaul War in 
India — Second Mahratta War — The Deccan Prize Money 
— Expeditions to the Persian Qulf — ^Rebellion in Kandy 
—The 78rd Regiment. 

Among different races of men speaking a dif- 
ferent language, worshipping after a different 
fashion, and upholding laws and institutions of 
diverse intent and operation, there has always been, 
and probably always will be, a strong or natural 
antagonism. A river, a chain of hilb, a piece of 
neutral ground not too large for a respectable 
market garden, serves to establish separate nation- 
alities, and to create jealousies and dislikes. 
Oceans will not divide peoples more thoroughly 
than imaginary lines of demarcation, and perhaps 
the nearest neighbours are genendly the most 
virulent in their mutual animosity. All this 
seems to result from a law of nature. But where 
men speak the same tongue, spring from the same 
common origin, and have the same interests in 
the advancement and enlightenment of the human 
race, these bitter oppositions are as unaccountable 
as they are painful, and when political disputes 
and complications lead such nations into war, 
there must always be a feeling of regret pervading 
one side or the other, if not both. 

The people of the United States of America 
and .Great Britain stood in this anomalous relat:on 
towards each other. Children of the same family, 
they nevertheless cherished antipathies whidi 
seemed to seek occasion for gratification. England 
could not forget she had been worsted at Saratoga 
and James Town, and she beheld with repugnance 
the daily growth of a young giant Bepublic, 
which threatened to outstrip her in the race for 
commercial prosperity and scientific progress. 
Young America, holding the " old country " in 
contempt for its apparent tardiness t-o enlarge the 
sphere of political liberty, and adopt inventions 
which, on the western side of the Atlantic, were 
the result of necessity among a sparse population. 
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seemed to seek opporianity for quarrel, and failing 
the existence of any absolute co^tM helXi^ to give 
as much annoyance as &he possibly could to one 
" so near and yet so far." The contiguity of the 
Ganadas made England a close neighbour; and 
the presence of a colony sustained by red coats, 
and recognising old world institutions, was a thorn 
in the side of the BepublicanSy which they chafed 
to extract. 

The war of the French Berolution had created 
much interest in America. It was, in a measure, 
one of her own offspring. The active part played 
in that drama by I^fayette, and the misfortunes 
which befel Bochambaud in his West India com- 
mands, identified the States, in feeling at least, 
with the mighty movement which was shaking 
the thrones of Europe. In Napoleon the *' Yan<- 
kees " did not discern so much of the Imperial 
despot as of the scourge of effete monarchies, and 
they viewed the successes of the French and Dutch 
Bepul'licans at the dose of the eighteenth century 
as so many agreeable rebukes to the impertinent 
interference of England. A few years later the 
United States had become active sympathisers with 
the French, and afforded them material assistance, 
which compelled Qreat Britain to resort to arms. 
T^^^ill take the facts as we find them recorded 
ii^Ee official journals of the time. 

Soon after his elevation to the Imperial dignity, 
and the announcement of his resolution to destroy 
the trade of England, Napoleon issued " decrees/' 
dated at Milan and Berlin, declaring that he would 
confiscate any vessels which should touch in Qreat 
Britain, or be visited by British ships of war. By 
way of retaliation, the Government of England 
issued Orders in Council in 1807 declaring that no 
neutral vessel should proceed to France, or any of 
the countries from which, in obedience to the 
dictates of France, British commerce was to be 
excluded, without first touching at a port in Qreat 
Britain or her dependencies. The United States 
remonstrated, and announced their determination 
to resist both belligerents. But instead of requir- 
ing France to rescind her decrees in the first 
instance, as they were unquestionably the /on« ei 
origo of American inconvenience, the States 
adopted the same measures of commercial retalia- 
tion towards both nations, thus applying the same 
measure of resistance to the aggrieved as to the 
aggressor. They even accompanied their demand 
for the revocation of the decrees with the offer 
of an engagement to take part against Qreat 
Britain if she did not with<£raw her Orders in 
GoundL The decrees were repealed quo ad the 
States ; but as that repeal was only conditional 
on the exdnsion of British ships and merchan- 
dise from the ports and harbours of the Ameri- 
cans, the Orders in Ooundl remained intact. 
Nevertheless, after a protracted negotiation ex- 



tending over a period of four or five years, the 
British Qovemment consented to their abrogation 
if the United States would, after a given time, 
repeal their restrictive laws against the com- 
merce of Qreat Britain. Bat before the Cabinet 
of Washington could receive any intimation of 
the intentions of Qreat Britain in that regard, it 
had declared war against England and actually 
issued letters of marque; and when the latter 
Power remonstrated, the Qovemment of the United 
States required as a condition of an armistice that 
England should abandon her righl of searching 
American vessels and taking therefrom all British 
seafnen, the natural-bom subjects of His Britannio 
^i^sty, and that she should indemnify the 
Americans for all vessels detained and condemned 
under the operation of the blockades. These 
hostile proceedings and exorbitant demands aroused 
the ire of the British Qovemment, and the Prince 
Begent in 1813 sent a message to Parliament 
calling for the usual aid and sanction in warlike 
operations. His Boyal Highness could not acknow- 
ledge a blockade to be illegal (internationally) 
which had been duly notified and supported by 
an adequate Force, merely on the ground of its 
extent, or because the coasts and ports blockaded 
were not at the same time invested by land ; nor 
could he admit that neutral trade with Qreat 
Britain was a crime, the commission of which 
would expose the ships of any Power to be dena- 
tionalised; neither would His Boyal Highness 
admit that he was debarred his right of resistance 
to France, merely through the fear of eventually 
affecting the interests of a neutral ; nor relinquish 
his right to impress British seamen, and take Uiem 
out of ships sailing under a neutral flag. All 
this the Prince Begent stated had been urged in 
the negotiations, and without effect. The differ- 
ence of opinion was irreconcilable, and moreover 
the United States had throughout shown a marked 
partiality in palliating and assisting the aggressive 
tyranny of France ; had systematically endea- 
voured to influence the citizens of the Transat- 
lantic Republic against the defensive measures of 
Qte&t Britain; had acted ungenerously towards 
Spain, her intimate ally ; and in almost every way 
was associated in policy with France, and had 
practically conunenced a war against Qreat 
Britain. 

It was exceedingly inconvenient to Qreat Britain 
to have two wars upon her hands at the same time. 
Her Military resources were strained to their 
uttermost by the necessity for controlling the 
French in Spain, and the hostile chieftains in 
India; and her national debt was swdling to 
apparently dangerous proportions, by the pressure 
on her finances to maintain the war in the Penin- 
sula: but the justice of the quarrel with the 
United States was so clear, that Parliament could 
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not refuse its concarrence in the measures whicli 
the Qovemment of the Prinoe Regent deemed it 
necessary to adopt. A war with the Western 
Bepublic was therefore formally declared. 

As the Americans had but a very small standing 
Army, and there were only a few Boyal Regi- 
ments in the Canadas, hostilities in the first 
instance were carried on mainly by the Militia of 
both parties. The Canadians evinced a very loyal 
spirit on the occasion, and proved excellent auxi- 
liaries of the King's Oorps. The first blow was 
struck by the*United States' General, Winchester, 
who, with 1,000 men, attacked the settlement of 
Detroit and obtained possession of Frenchtown, 
twenty-six miles distant. Colonel Proctor hastily 
assembling some Regulars and Militia opposed 
Winchester, and compelled 500 of his men to 
surrender. Predatory incursions along the border 
soon widened the arena of operations. Sir 
George Prevost crossed over and took Ogdensburg, 
opposite Prescott, after a sharp fight, in which the 
Americans lost eleven pieces of cannon and all 
their stores. This was followed by an attack on 
York (Toronto) by the Americans. They defeated 
General Sheaffe, who defended the place with the 
8th Foot and Newfoundland Fencibies, for the 
Militia capitulated ; they attacked Fort George on 
the Niagara river with a superior force, and 
obliged Colonel Vincent to retire, with the loss of 
300 men. Vincent spiked his guns, and, being 
joined by Lieut. -Col. Bishopp, took up a position 
at the head of Lake Erie with 1,600 men. The 
American force hourly augmented : what they 
wanted in drill and discipline was balanced by 
their activity and determined spirit of hostility, 
and their skill as riflemen. They had soon 10,000 
men in arms. They pushed on to Queenstown, 
and made themselves masters of the whole of the 
Niagara frontier in a very short space of time. 
Sir George Prevost was not inactive. Receiving 
reinforcements, he fought the Americans at 
Sackett's harbour and Burlington heights. All 
through 1813, and part of 1814, the British 
interests were bravely maintained by the 8th, 41st, 
49th, 89ih, 100th, and 104th,* the Royal Scots, 
and the Royal Artillery, aided by the Canadian 
Voltigeurs, the Glengarry Light Infantry, and 
other Corps of Colonial Volunteers. But the 
advantage was substantially with the "Yankees," 
and they added to their successes ashore some 
Naval exploits on the lakes. 

Hitherto Great Britain had acted purely on the 
defensive. The close of the war with France 
releasing her Army in some measure, she was 
enabled, in 1814, to pursue a more active Mili- 



* The two last-named Corps were disbanded after the 
war with iPranoe, The numbers were not resumed until 
1867, 



tary policy, and strike a blow at the most vulner- 
able part of the United States. The Govern- 
ment, accordingly, ordered a Force, Naval and 
Military, to proceed against the capital of the 
States, and read a lesson to the aggressiva 
Republicans. The 4th, 44th, and 85th Regi- 
ments, all " Peninsular heroes," were embarked 
in the Garonne after the battle of Toulouse, 
under Major-General Ross, a very gallant and 
experienced Officer, and were joined at Bermuda 
by the 21st N.B. Fusiliers. The 29th and 62nd 
Regiments had been ordered to reinforce Sir George 
Prevost, but it was deemed desirable to unite 
them with the expedition under General Ross 
and Admiral Sir Gboige Cockbum. In due time 
they reaohed the Chesapeake Bay, sailed up the 
Patuxent, landed and marched on Washington. 
Experiencing resistance at Bladensburg, they 
fought a battle, whioh lasted four hours, and 
obliged the Americans to retreat. It was folly 
on the part of the Americans to risk a genersd 
action in an open country, however strong and 
steep. As the British approached Washington, 
General Ross sent a flag of truce to the capitaL 
It was flred upon I General Ross accompanied 
the flag of truce, and his horse was shot under 
him. There was but one course to pursue after 
an outrage so repugnant to all the principles of 
civilised warfare. Washington was attacked — ^the 
Senate House and the President's Palace were fired 
— ^the dockyards and arsenal destroyed. Much 
devastation marked the retributory measures of 
the British. Ross advanced to Baltimore. Coming 
unexpectedly upon a body of riflemen in ambush, 
an exchange of courtesies took place, and the 
good and brave Ross fell pierced to the heart by a 
Kentucky bullet. It was a great calamity, for he 
was one of the brigh est ornaments of the pro- 
fession, with a great talent for command. Mr 
Gleig, in his account of the campaign against 
Washington, &c., says : " He who, at the head 
of 4,000 men, penetrated upwards of sixty miles 
into an enemy's country; overthrew an Army 
more than double his own in point of numbers ; 
took possession of the capital of a great nation % 
and having held it as long as it suited his own 
purposes to hold it, retired again in triumph to 
his Fleet, will be ranked as he deserves among the 
number of those who have most successfully con- 
tributed to elevate Great Britain to the height of 
Military glory in which she now stands." A less 
dull and spiritless memorial of jsuoh a soldier than 
the one which greets the visitor 'of St Paul's, in 
the south-east Ambulatory, would have been 
worthy of the nation and the man. 

Colonel Brooke, as senior Officer, took the com- 
mand after the death of General Ross, and pro- 
ceeded with Sir George Cockbum to the West 
Indies^ under secret orders as to the ultimate 
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deBtination of the Force * At Jamaica they were 
joined by the 93rd Highlanders, six companies of 
the 95th Bifle Begiment, two West India Begi- 
ments, and two Bqaadrons of the 14th Light 
Dragoons. Major-General John Eeane, who had 
gone put as second in command to Major-General 
Boss, now assumed the chief control, and the 
Fleet directed its course to the Mississippi — " the 
father of rivers/' as the Indians were wont to 
call it. 



* Tbe diBcipline of the Army generally was excellent. 
An American (Washington) paper has lately borne honour- 
able testimony to ita conduct: <*The British, in 1814, 
captured Washington, and destroyed the public buildings, 
Navy-yard, and Gale's and Seaton's ofiBoe. Washington 
was not much of a Sebastopol at that time, but still there 
were many means for the defence of the place. In fact, 
with ordinary management, the British Force could have 
been arrested at idmost eyery point upon their march 
between their place of landing and this city, and especially 
at Bladensburg, where the ground was so favourable for 
defence. It used to be said, that if General Jackson had 
been in command of our Forces and charged with the de- 
fence of Washington, as he was subsequently with that 
of New Orleans, the disasters would never have happened, 
because it was believed he would have imprisoned the 
President and the Cabinet, as he did the Judge and 
others at New Orleans. The Cabinet, with the excep- 
tion of the Secretary of State, Mr Monroe, scouted the 
Idea that the British would attempt to advance to 
Washington, and refused even to credit the story of 
their actual landing, until Mr Monroe had himself 
reconnoitred them. It was the hottest day experi- 
enced. The British troops performed a forced march 
through the broiling sun, and without water, and were 
dropping down dead in their ranks from fatigue, ex- 
haustion, and 'coup desoleil.' Any regular and persistant 
opposition would have routed them. The enemy calcu- 
lated too wisely and correctly upon the confusion and 
inefficiency of our Government counsels. But to give 
proper credit to General Ross and Admiral Cockbnm, it was 
really a most brilliant demonstration on their part, and was 
carried through with very little loss. Had that war been 
carried on in the spirit which marks tbe conflicts in the 
East, hopeless would have been the condition of this 
Federal metropolis. The President and Cabinet, the 
troops and OflQcers, both Militia and Regulars, all ran 
away as fast as panic could carry them, and took refuge in 
parts unknown, or at least inaccessible, to the enemy, and 
the inhabitants were left to their mercy. But no private 
property, unconnected with Military preparations, was 
destroyed, and neither murder, nor pillage, nor rapine 
was witnessed in any instance. There was one single 
moment, while the British Army was entering this city, 
in which every house and every life .within it was perilled, 
and in which the city had a hairbreadth escape from an 
awful retribution. It was the moment at which a cowardly 
wretch, secreted in a house in the street through which 
the British Force was entering, fired a shot at General 
Ross, and, missing him, killed his horse. Even the assassi- 
nation of the horse produced deep sensation among the 
troops ; and it require'd all the energy and severity of dis- 
cipline to prevent retaliation. Both OfBcers and soldiers 
related here that the fate of Roslin — ^for that was the name 
of the Generars favourite steed — was mourned by every 
man of them, and . when he was taken away to be buried 
there was scarcely a dry eye in the ranks. But they said, 
and Admiral Cockbum declared, that if Roes had been 
killed, the oity would have suffered for it." 



Both the Admiral and the General cherished the 
belief that the Americans were not aware either 
of their approach or their design. They were 
undeceived as soon as they came in sight of the 
• place that had been selected for their attempt to 
obtain access to New Orleans. Five cutters, each 
armed with six heavy guns, were seen in the dis- 
tance. OaptAin Lockyer, B.N., with a flotilla 
of fifty row boats, launches and pinnaces belong- 
ing to the Fleet, pulled towards the cutters. The 
Americans showed fight .and were beaten. The 
Fleet went up to Lake Borgne, and the troops 
landed on a desolate spot, called Pine Island. 
Some affairs of outposts took place, in which the 
Americans distinguished themselves by the un- 
civilised practice of shooting down the piquets^ 
but no battle was fought by General Eeane. A 
very cautious advance was obviously necessary-— 
the country was extremely' unfavourable for 
hostile approaches. .(General Jackson, who com- 
manded the Militia and Regulars, had brought 
together 3,000 men, and had exercised much 
judgment and ingenuity in the establishment of 
entrenched lines. He could only be approached 
by an artificial canal. Nothing had been accom- 
plished by the British Force before Lieutenant- 
General Sir Edward Pakenham arrived to assume 
the command, with Major-General Gibbs as his 
second. Pakenham, who was a near connection 
of the Duke of Wellington, had been selected for 
the post as soon as the news of General Boss's 
fall reached England. Sir Edward surveyed the 
ground, saw aU the difficulties which opposed 
his progress, and proceeded to overcome them.* 
Colonel Thornton, of the 85th, was sent to cut a 
canal. Guns and stores were brought from the Fleet, 
and batteries were established to attack the lines as 
if they were regular fortresses. Meanwhile Major- 
General Sir John Lambert arrived with the 7th 
and 43rd Regiments — ^the 7th of Albuhera fame 
— ^the 43rd of the glorious Light Division of the 
Peninsular Army. At length Sir Edward Paken- 
ham had six thousand soldiers under his orders, 

* Every temptation was held out by the Americans to 
induce our soldiers to desert Printed pepera, offering 
land and money, as the temptation to infidelity, were 
thrown into the pickets, and individuals frequently ap- 
proached the posts, and endeavoured to persuade the sen- 
tinels to quit their stations. An instance of the latter 
attempt to seduce the men is given by Mr Gleig. A 
private of the 95th, when on sentry, was addressed by a 
United States' Officer. The latter offered him 100 dollars, 
and a quantity of land, if he would go over ; representing, 
at the same time, the superiority of a democratieal 
government^ and railing against the title of a king. The 
Englishman pretended to be deaf, and begged of the 
American to come a little nearer, and tell him all about 
it. Jonathan did so ; but had hardly opened his mouth 
to repeat his offer, when the sentinel levelled his piece 
and ihoi him through the arm. He then rushed forward, 
seised the Yankee, and made him prisoner. 

2 B 
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bat the enemy's Force had increased io 12,000. 
Sir Edward cesolred to attack the entrenchments. 
The 44th Foot was ordered to carry the ladders 
and fascines. Eight Regiments were to make the 
attack — ^the two which had recently arrived were 
kept in reserve. The troops went forward to their 
work with their accostomed zeal, and when they 
had got fairly into the thick of the Americans' 
well-sustained fire, it was discovered that Thornton 
had failed to cut the canal, for the boats that were 
essential in the operation had not reached him, 
and the 44th had omitted to bring on the imple- 
ments for an escalade. Nevertheless, the attack 
was made, and boldly. Bat, bereft of the main 
elements of success, what could be expected of 
the troops? They strove valiantly, and were 
struck down in heaps by the galling and rapid 
fire of the well*entrenched Americans. The 44th 
feU back in confusion, communicating their dis- 
order to the rest of the troops. In a moment all 
was rout and disorder. PsJ[enham, Qibbs, and 
Keane earnestly endeavoured to restore the line 
and renew the attack. A shot laid Pakenham 
low ; Qibbs fell with a mortal wound, and Eeane 
was seriously hurt. The bugles sounded a retreat. 
New Orleans was safe. 

Dismayed and mortified, the beaten Begiments 
returned to their ground. The air was filled with 
their execrations of the blunder committed by the 
44th. The unhappy Colonel was nowhere to be 
found. The" opprobrious epithet "coward" was 
on every soldier's lips, yet that same man had 
borne himself courageously at Bladensbui^. 

The responsibility of command devolved on Sir 
John Lambert, whose duty it became to report 
the disastrous occurrences to the Secretary of 
State. His despatch was a model of moderation 
and modesty. He wrote : 

" Our loss has been very severe ; but I trust 
it will not be considered, notwithstanding the 
failures, that this Army has suffered the Military 
character to be tarnished. I am satisfied that 
had I thought it right to renew the attack, the 
troops would have advanced with cheerfulness. 
The services of both Army and Navy, since their 
landing on the coast, have been arduous beyond 
anything I have ever witnessed, and difficulties 
have been got over with an assiduity and perse- 
verance beyond all example by all ranks, and the 
most hearty co-operation has existed between the 
two Services." 

Sir John Lambert subsequently attacked Fort 
Boyer in Mobile, and was successfuL Lieutenant- 
Colonel Burgoyne was his Engineer, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Dickson commanded his Artillery. 
All further operations were stopped by the news 
that peace between the United States and England 
had been signed at Qhent at the close of the year 



1814. The troops returned home, with the 
exception of- those which had been sent to Canada, 
and the Corps intended to garrison Bermuda 
and other islands. 

The Nepaul range in Lidia continued the scene 
of hostilities through the years 1815 and 1816, 
in all of which Officers and men of the British 
Army took a very active part. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jasper Nicolls, of the 14th Foot — who had been 
Wellington's Quartermaster-General in his former 
service in India — ^took the fort of Almora and the 
provinces of Eumaon and Qirwhal. The heights of 
Malounwerecarried,afterastoutre8istanGe,byMajor- 
General Sir David Ochterlony, and the Nepaulese 
sued for peace. The terms were agreed upon and 
ratified by the British ; but the year 1815 closed, 
and the ratification by the Nepaul Bajah had not 
arrived from Khatmandoo, the capital. The Nepau- 
lese professed a disinclination to surrender the 
tract of land called the Terai« of which they had 
taken possession, but the real truth was they 
desired to protract the final settlement of the 
quarrel until the season should be too far advanced 
for the effective resumption of hostilities by the 
British. ■ Early in February, 1816, therefore, Sir 
David Ochterlony took the field with 17,000 men, 
including Her Majesty's 24th, 66th, and 87th 
Foot — the rest of the troops being composed of 
Begiments of Sepoys, European Artillery, Pioneers, 
and Irregular Horse. The valley of Muckwanpoor 
was the point of primary attack. The troops 
marched by different routes, all converging towards 
Muckwanpoor, where they were to join Sir David. 
When the junction had been effected, the Nepau- 
lese were attacked near the village of 3ikhar 
Eotre and overthrown ; but after retiring, they 
came back in greater force, and endeavoured to 
regain the position. Several combats ensued, and 
ultimately the Nepaulese gave way, with the loss 
of 500 men. Stockades of a powerful character 
had been raised by the enemy at all their points 
of defence, and they were particularly well 
supplied in that respect at Muckwanpoor. Sir 
David had his guns, which had been borne over 
the mountains by elephants, so disposed that the 
stockade and fort of the place could be breached. 
Before a shot could be fired the Nepaulese sent in 
a chief with the ratified treaty. Colonel Kelly, 
with the 24th, had defeated the party against 
whom he had been s^nt, and this expedited the 
signature of the document. Large cessions were 
made to the British, exacted with the double view 
of obtaining indemnity and security. 

An attack on the fort of Hattras, belonging 
to a zemindar who had defied the authority 
of the British, gave some occupation, early in 
1817, to the 8th and •24th Light Dragoons, 
and the 14th and 87th Begiments, and a 
complement of Native Infantry and Artilleiy. 
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The fort was demolished, and the robbers who 
swarmed in the districts were thns deprived of 
an important point of refuge and ooncentra- 
tion. At the siege of Hattras the rockets 
of Sir William Gongreve were used to a great 
extent, but did not produce much effect. It 
was found that their efficiency depended upon the 
nature of the ground. To ensure a point-blank 
flight a level plain, where the wind could not act 
with great force in diverting the direction of the 
rocket, was a necessary condition of their destruc- 
tive employment. 

The war blast of the trumpet was heard all 
over India in 1817-18. The Mahratta chieftains 
and the Pindarees, a tribe of marauders, had 
ihrown the whole countxy into a ferment. Bdndia, 
restless and active, had intrigued with the minis- 
ters of the Holkar State and the Bonsla Bajah 
to establish the supreme authority of the Peishwa, 
and consolidate the remaining fragments of the 
Mahratta empire. Bunjeet Singh, the ruler of 
the Punjab, and the Nepaul Prince, together with 
the Pindarees, had all entered warmly into the 
project, and nothing was wanting but a signal, and 
the season, to carry fire and sword into the East 
India's Goiupany's possessions. Oentral India was 
disorganised ; the Princes of Bajpootanawere help- 
less. Well-affcoted chieftains were either indo- 
lent and a prey to military adventurers or idiotic 
or dissolute ; every vestige of regular and orderly 
government had disappeared from the Native States, 
and a complete dislocation of the 'framework of 
society was threatened. Lord Moira had for a 
long time fruitlessly urged the importance of a 
vigorous interruption of the growing discontents, 
and at length the Home Government was brought 
to yield to his entreaties and experience : the 
sword was drawn in right earnest to exterminate 
the Pindarees and their predatory system as a 
prelude to the whole scheme of military depre- 
dation. Nearly two years were spent in the tran- 
quillisation of the empire, and the complete 
destruction of . the freebooters and the perfidious 
chieftains. They had amongst them an army of 
130,000 horse, 87 800 Infantry, and 589 guns. 
To crush this formidable host the British called 
into the field 116,400' men, including Irregular 
Horse a9d contingents, and 295 guns. The odds 
were numerically in favour of the Mahrattas and 
Pindarees ; but against disciplined troops supported 
by Europeans there was every chance of Lprd 
Moira's accomplishing the objects he had proposed 
to himself. The East India Company's Generals, 
Ochterlony, Adams, Doveton, Thomas Munro, and 
John Malcolm, were good soldiers and men of 
extensive local experience ; the 'King's GteneraU, 
Pritzler, Hislop, W. Grant Eeir, and Lionel Smith, 
were worthy of the commissions they bore. 
Excellent combinations were effected by the 



Generals, and the political Officers, Mountstuart 
Elphinstone, Eussell, Metcalfe, Jenkins, and Lloyd, 
afforded them the most hearty co-operation. 
Some very hard battles were fought at'Poonah, 
Nagpore, Mahidpore, Seetabuldee, and Gorigaon, 
and in the end the Peishwa was deposed, his terri- 
tories appropriated, himself reduced to the condi- 
tion of a pensioner ; the Bajah of Nagpore was 
bereft of all authority ; and the Pindarees were 
effectually routed out and extinguished. In all 
these proceedings the conduct of the sepoys of the 
different Presidencies was excellent. 

An immense amount of booty fell to the Army 
by the destruction of so many Native Princes ; but 
there was a quarrel over the spoil which de- 
tracted in some measure from the dignity of the 
exploits ; and the litigation which ensued, while 
it diminished the amount of treasure to feed the 
gentlemen of the long robe, protracted the distri- 
bution of the balance until thousands of the 
claimants had gone to their long home. Sir 
Thomas Hislop, who was Oommandeivin-Ghief, 
raised the question of the division of the capture, 
which was settled by the foUowing decree of the 
Treasury Oonumssioners appointed to determine its 
merits: 

" Treasury Ghambers, Wednesday, 
February 5th, 1821. 

*' Present — ^The Earl of Liverpool, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, the Hon. Berkeley Paget, 
Viscount Lowther, and Lord Granville H. 
Somerset. 

"Their Lordships having heard counsel in 
support of the claims of the Marquis of Hastings 
and the grand Army, and of those of Sir Thomas 
Hislop and the Army of the Deocan, and having 
maturely and deliberately weighed and considered 
all the documentary evidence laid before them in 
behall of the several parties, and the arguments of 
the counsel, are of opinion that the most just and 
equitable principle of distribution wiU be to 
adhere, as nearly as the circumstances of the case 
may adm.it, to that of the actual capture ; and 
that, although they are aware that the principle 
of constructive capture must, under certain cir- 
cumstances, in a degree be admitted, the disposi- 
tion should be to Hmit, rather than to extend, 
that principle.' 

" They are therefore of opinion that the mode 
of distribution originally intended by the Marquis 
of Hastings would be most equitable and just^ 
with respect to the booty taken at Poonah, Mahid- 
pore, and Nagpore ; and that the booty taken on 
each of those occasions respectively, should belong 
to the divisions of the Deccan Army engaged in 
the respective operations in which the same was 
captured ; but that, as the Division of the Bengal 
Amy, under Brigadier-General Hardyman, appears 
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to have been put in motion for the purpose of 
co-operating directly in the redaction of Nagpore, 
and to have been actually engaged with a Corps 
of the enemy antecedent to the surrender of that 
place, this Division appears to their lordships to 
be justly entitled to share in the booty captured at 
Nagpore : and that such other booty, arising from 
the operations against the Mahrattas in the years 
1817 and 1818, as may now be subject to His 
Majesty's Boyal disposition, should be granted to 
such Divisions of the grand Army, under the 
command of the Marquis of EUistings, and of the 
Deccan Army, under the command of Sir 
Thomas Hislop, as may respectiyely have cap- 
tured the same. 

" Their Lordships are also of opinion, that 
conformably to the letter of the Marquis of 
Hastings to Sir Thomas Hislop, of the 12th of 
January, 1818, Sir Thomas Hislop, as Oom- 
mander-in-Ohief of the Deccan Army, and all the 
Officers of the General Staff of that Army, are 
entitled to participate in the booty which may 
arise from any capture by any divisions of 
the Army of the Deccan, until the said Army of 
the Deccan was broken up on the 31st of March, 
1818. 

*' Their Lordships have felt it to be inconsistent 
with their duty to recommend to His Majesty to 
give his sanction to any agreement for the com- 
mon division of the booty, into which the several 
Divisions of either Army may have entered, as 
it is their decided opinion that if the principle of 
actual capture be not adopted, in this case, as the 
rule of distribution, no other correct or equitable 
rule could have been adopted than that of 
general di^ribution amongst the Forces of all the 
Presidencies engaged in i^e combined operations 
of the campaign. 

'' Their Loidships do not consider that, under 
all the circumstances of this case, it will be ex- 
pedient to recommend to His Majesty to grant 
any part of this booty to the East India Company. 

"And their Lordships will submit to His 
Majesty their recommendation, that he will ba 
graciously pleased to direct that His Boyal grant 
of the said booty may be made in conformity with 
these principles." 

In the vast amount of correspondence which 
arose out of the claims and counter claims to 
share in the Deccan booty, the disinterestedness of 
the Marquis of Hastings was very conspicuous. 
A poor man — poor, because through life he had 
preferred honour to wealth — ^he might fairly have 
been supposed to hail with pleasure the chances of 
war which placed large sums of money within his 
reach. But he rose above all personal considera- 
tions. The chivalry of the soldier and the gentle 
courtesy of the true nobleman distinguished him 



in all the relations of life ; but on no one occa- 
sion, from his first campaign as Lord Bawdon, in 
America, down to his resignation of his high 
office in India, which he held for eleven years, was 
the grandeur of his character more decidedly 
manifested than when, as Governor-General, he 
forgot that he had been Commander of the Grand 
Army in India, and entitled to a large share of 
prize-money. 

When he returned to England the Marquis car- 
ried with him from every quarter the respect of 
the Europeans, the love of the native population. 
He was warmly welcomed in England, and his 
honourable services imparted lustre to his title. 
The Officers who had served under Lord Hastings 
complimented him with a public dinner, at whidi 
Lord William Bentinck presided, in 1823, and it 
was said of him afterwards with much truth that, 
as a Military Governor, " he conquered boldly and 
secured his conquests by wise administration. He 
ju8ti6ed his acts before he achieved them, and 
afterwards he created from them occasions of 
milder but more glorious triumphs — ^the triumphs 
of civilisation." 

Beleased from their active employment in the 
interior of India, the Boyal Begiments were avail- 
able for service elsewhere. The occasion presented 
itself late in 1819. Great havoc had been com- 
mitted by the Arabs of the Persian and Arabian 
Gulfs upon the trade of the vessels sailing 
between India and the shores of Ormus. The 
cruisers of the East India Company had been in- 
sufficient to suppress the piratical marauders. 
Moving about in large vessels called dhows, 
manned by hardy Arabs and Abyssinians, the 
freebootecs of the seas poured upon the unpro* 
tected native craft, plundered them of their con- 
tents, and often put the crews to the sword. 
Trade was completely paralysed by their enormi- 
ties. They had fortified castles on the shore, and 
in the nooks and coves which abound in the gulfs 
they securely built their vessels, and laughed to 
scorn all attempts to suppress their nefarious occu- 
pation. - Bat their hour came at last. Mr Elphin- 
stone, the sagacious Governor of Bombay, knew 
that it would be folly to send a small force against 
such daring and warlike tribes. He despatched a 
combined Naval and Military expedition, under 
the command of Major-General Sir W. Eeir 
Grant, and in a few months the piracies and 
cruelties of the Wahabees were severely punished. 
The 47th Foot, under Lieutenant-Colonel Elring- 
ton, and the 65th Foot, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Warren, formed the Boyal quota^ 
Several native Regiments and the Bombay Artil- 
lery completed the land force. 

The Wahabee Arabs assembled in large num- 
bers at Bas-el-khyma, a fortified town fianked by 
date groves. Sallying forth, they attacked the 
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Artilleiy at their works by night as well as by 
day, and killed and wonnded the men at their 
guns. Driven off by the Infantry of the Line, 
their fort was breached and stormed, their dhows 
burnt and sank. Considerable pillage rewarded 
the toils and exposure of the troops and the sea- 
men. The Fleet quitted the Persian Golf after 
this exploit — an exploit in which Major Moles- 
worth of the 47th was killed — leaving a detach- 
ment on the island of Eishm to watch the Arabs 
and keep them in check. But it was too weak for 
the intended purpose. The Arabs soon after- 
wards surprised the detachment, and slew a great 
many of the sepoys. The European Officers, one 
of whom was Captain (afterwards General) 
Peyronnet Thompson, of the 17th Light Dra- 
goons, fled to Bombay, leaving a Medicid Officer 
to conduct the residue of the native detachments 
to a place of safety. Another expedition was 
organised in 1821, under the command of Major- 
General Sir Lionel Smith, an Officer who had 
reaped distinction during the Mahratta war, with 
Major Jackson (afterwards Sir James), of the 
Carabineers, as his Military Secretary. At Zoor, 
the Arabs of the Beni Boo Ali tribe were encoun- 
tered in force and destroyed. Not a vestige was 
left by General Smith of their piratical vessels or 
their strongholds. Thenceforth the trade with the 
gulfs was conducted in safety. 

The reader looking back a few pages will find 
that among the conquests retained by the English 
after the war was the island of Ceylon. Settlements 
existed at the time on 'the shores of the island, 
where the Dutch settlers grew spices, coffee, and 
the cocoa-nut. In the heart of Ceylon, however, 
was a small kingdom, inhabited entirely by Cin- 
galese, which was left in all its original integrity. 
In the year 1800 an attempt was made to esta- 
blish friendly relations with the King of Eandy, 
but our overtures were resisted. Some years 
later there was, as usual in these Oriental States, 
a quarrel about the succession to the throne, 
which had been vacated. A new claimant to the 
monarchical muanvd arrived, in 1818, from the 
continent of India, and the effort was renewed by 
the British Government to obtain some influence 
at the Court. The endeavour failed, and some of 
the recusant chiefs made preparations of offence, 
commencing hostilities by the murder of a native 
and a British subject. This was sufficient justifl- 
cation of war. The Cingalese took up arms. The 
English Government sent the 78th Highlanders 
and some Madras Begiments of sepoys to suppress 
the rebellion. Some fighting took place; the 
Highlanders, of course, carrying all before them. 
One Officer and twenty men only were killed in 
action with the Cingalese; but the deleterious 
climate of the interior carried off nearly 400 
men and ten of the Officers. The jungle fever 



was an irresistible foe ; and, strange to say, the 
leech was another. Bites from those reptiles were 
subtle, but destructive to an extraordinary degree. 
A poverty of supplies was another cause of mortal 
disease, and as the native troops could never be 
relied upon, unaided by the presence of the 
Europeans, a larger share of toU than otherwise 
would have been experienced, fell upon the 78th 
Highlanders. 

The peculiar kind of warfare carried on during 
this campaign afforded many opportunities for 
the Officers and men^ to distinguish themselves. 
The following, among many instances, is deserving 
of record. A very small pai-ty of the 78rd, in 
charge of Lance-Corporal Bichard McLaughlin, 
was furiously attacked on its march to Badulah, 
by a numerous force ; two men were killed, and 
the rest, instead of leaving their deceased com- 
rades to the Eandians, who generally mutilated 
the remains of British soldiers, divided ; part re- 
mained in charge of the bodies, and the other 
portion, at an equal risk, proceeded to Badulah, a 
few miles distant, and returned with a reinforce- 
ment that enabled them to carry off their deceased 
comrades in spite of the exertions of the enemy to 
the contrary. 

For this gallant conduct medab were struck by 
the Ceylon Government for the following men^- 
Lance-Corporal Bichard McLaughlin, Privates 
John Wilson, Christopher Sheppard, and William 
Connor. The poor fellows did not live to enjoy 
their well-earned distinction. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

The Military Unpoptilar — Aotions at Law — Sir Robert 
Wilson and Captain Hatchinson reitcne Lavalette — Re- 
dnctioQ of the Army — ^Withdrawal of the Army of 
Oocnpation from France — Court- Martial on Colonel 
Quentin, lOth Hasnars— Righteous Decision — Ship- 
wreck of the 78th and 69^h Regi men t«— Gift to the 
42nd Hiffhlandera— Death of George the Third— Death 
of the Duke of Kent — ^His Career and Character. 

The oHve branch waved all over Earope. " The 
hatchet was baried and the calumet was smoked." 
The year 1816, as far as the Army was concerned, 
was a year of repose and gratulation. Woands 
were healed, honours were distributed, and the 
cost of the war was counted. But the year was 
not free from public discontents. A reaction had 
set in. England and France, Spain and Prussia 
and Belgium were impoverished, and disorders 
among the agricultural and manufacturing popu- 
lation were rife. In England the civil power was 
under the necessity of seeking the aid of the 
Military in the suppression of riots, and it was 
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giyen nnliesitatinglyi althoagh ceriain diBoassions 
in Parliament bad recently demonstrated that the 
jealousy of Military authority, said to be inherent 
in the British constitation, had increased since the 
Army had, by its admirable conduct and extra- 
ordinary triumphs, assumed a high rank among 
the European Powers. Lord Milton and Lord 
Essex complained of the employment of the 
Gaards on Court days, because they had been 
rudely repelled by a soldier on duty in the neigh- 
bourhood of St James's. They had endeavoured 
to pass a restricted thoroughfare. The noblemen 
made political capital of their grievance, and 
affirmed that soldiers were employed on such' 
duties merely to accustom^ the people to the un- 
constitutional sight. Mr Tiemey asserted that it 
was a contrivance of the Ministers for the purpose 
of making it an excuse for the augmentation of 
the Household troops. Mr Wynne held the same 
language, and a similar tone was employed in the 
House of Lords by Lord Granville and the Marquis 
of Buckingham. 

The Courts of Law were as much distinguished 
as the Parliament, in 1816, by small and inglorious 
proceedings. The Bev. Mr Free, the rector of 
Sutton, brought an action against Major-General 
Sir Montague Burgoyne for his non-attendance at 
divine service. It was enacted in the 23rd of 
Elizabeth that any person abstaining from church 
for one month should forfeit a penalty of 20Z. It 
was one of the devices of the day for giving a 
firmer hold to Protestantism ; and, although the 
statute had not been put in operation for a 
century and a half, it remained on the books un- 
repealed. The malice of the reverend rector was, 
however, defeated. General Burgoyne proved that 
the church had been closed for four months, that 
the clergyman had been rebuked by the bishop of 
the diocese for his neglect of duty^ and that he (the 
General) had been confined to his house from 
illness, and unable to go to public worship any- 
where. He had read the service to his family at 
home. An American, named Cooke, obtained 
1,000/. damages against Colonel Maxwell, the 
Governor of Sierra Leone, for seizing his factory 
on the Congo on the plea of his being engaged in 
the slave trade ; and Lieutenant the Honourable 
Augustus Stanhope, of the 12th Light Dragoons, 
was tried by court-martial and dismissed the 
Service, for winning 15,000Z. at cards froni the 
yoting Ix>Td Beauchamp. 

In France an event occurred which redounded 
to the honour of Major-General Sir Bobert Wil- 
son, Captain Hely Hutchinson, and Mr Bruce, if 
it was not fiattering to their discretion. M. Lava- 
lette had been tried, and sentenced to death, for 
complicity in the Napoleonic movement of the 
previous year. Much sympathy had been excited 
in his favour. Moved by the appeals of Madame 



Lavalette, Sir Bobert and his friends agreed io 
assist in his escape from Paris if she could get him 
out of prison. Changing attire with her husband, 
unobserved by the warders, the devoted wife re- 
mained in the jail, while Lavalette joined the 
Englishmen. Passports and a British costume 
had been provided for him, and he escaped. The 
conspirators were arrested, tried by the French 
Court, and sentenced to three months' incarcera- 
tion — ^the minimum period allowed by the law. 
On the trial, Sir Bobert Wilson bore himself 
manfully, and made a short speech, worthy of a 
British Officer. Said he : 

" The appeal made to our humanity, to our 
personal character, and to our national generosity ; 
the responsibility thrown on us of instantly de- 
ciding on the life or death of an unfortunate man, 
and, above all, of an unfortunate stranger — this 
appeal was imperative, and did not permit us to 
calculate the other claims to our goodwill. At it» 
voice we should have done as much for an obscure, 
unknown individual, or even for an enemy who 
had fallen into misfortune. Perhaps we were 
imprudent ; but we would rather incur that 
reproach than the one we should have merited by 
basely abandoning him who, full of confidence, 
threw himself into our arms, and thq^ very men 
who have calumniated us would have been the 
first to stigmatise us as heartless cowards, if, by 
our refusal to save M. Lavalette, we had aban- 
doned him to certain death." 

Sir Bobert Wilson had distinguished himself 
in the field, and made a valuable contribution to the 
literature of the war with France in his account 
of Abercromby's Expedition to Egypt. It was 
from him that the accusation against Napoleon 
regarding the murder of numerous prisoners at 
Jaffa proceeded. 

In 1816, the British Army consisted of 175,615 
men, exclusive of those employed in India. 
The number which formed the British portion of 
the Army of Occupation in France was 25,000, — 
the rest of that Army was composed of Prussians, 
Bussians, and Belgians — about 5,000 of each. 
We are guilty of no partiality in affirming that, 
by contrast with the troops of more northerly 
nations, the English earned for themselves the 
respect of the EVench people. It seemed to be 
impressed upon their minds that their presence, 
even as the protectors of society from further 
interruptions of the peace, could not be otherwise 
than irksome to the people ; and they were too 
generous to remind them that they were the 
conquerors of their Army. The same delicacy 
was not observed by all the other foreign troops. 
It is notorious that the Prussians, smarting under 
the recollections of many wrongs, would have 
wreaked their vengeance on portions of the 
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axohitectare and works of art, of which the 
French were jostlj proud. The Dnke of Wel- 
lington, however, restrained the Yandalisoi of 
Blncher and his troops, setting an example of 
moderation which secured the gratitude of the 
yanquished. Vtlaitirton, a punning pronuncia* 
tion which the French wits had giyen to the 
Dnke, was found, and admitted to be, inapplicable 
to the just and magnanimous British Field- 
Marshal. 

It has been stated in a preceding chapter 
that the Army of Occupation was withdrawn 
from France, after it had remained in the 
country for three years, at the instance of the 
Duke of Wellington. The best proof that can be 
given of the exemplary conduct* of the troops 
during their stay on the Continent is to be found 
in the subjoined General Order, issued in Novem- 
ber, 1818 : 

" 1st. The Field-Marshal has great satisfaction 
in publishing to the troops which have lately 

* In the Reverend William Leeke*8 agreeable history 
of Lord Seaton's Regiment (the 52nd L.L) is a letter 
from a Colonel Hall, deeoriptive of the people among 
\rbom the British Army passed the three years of ocenpa- 
tion. And we may fairly predicate of this description, 
*ex nno disce omnes.* ** Yon might, I think, make some 
mention of the excellent people amongst whom we passed 
nearly three years. The pnblic statistios show that the 
population of this part is the most moral, the most in* 
telligent, and the best behaved of all France. Yon must 
remember the peasants; how sober, steady, and indos- 
triotts they were — ^how obliging and respectful, without 
the least taint of servility — and the women, how gentle, 
good, and kind. You must remember the quiet and 00m- 
fortable habits of life in the farm-houses, where, as in 
England of old, the unmarried labourers dwelt under the 
■ame roof with their masters — the prayers morning 
and evening— the little patches of land, leased in 
part payment of la^our, a strong incentive to industry, 
and which created in the fields a variety and novelty 
agreeable to our eyes. I recall, with grateful feelings, 
the friendly feeling which we strangers experienced from 
the people who were compelled to endnre as. Our men, 
as you know, became domesticated in their billets, and, as 
it were, members of the cottage families; they partook 
of the household fare, and their rations went into the 
common stock ; even the tobacco which the French Go- 
vemmant issued to them they shared with their hosts. It 
was the same in the towns of the neighbourhood, where 
all were kindly disposed towards us. The banker at St 
Omer cashed our bills at once without any endorsement, 
he asked for no reference nor recommendation, and the 
sole security he had was the uniform we wore. It is 
gratifying to reflect that his generous confidence was not 
misplaced ; after the Army of Occupation had been with- 
drawn, he declared he had not lost a frano by the British 
OiBcers." 

The Dnke of Wellington, on entering French territory, 
had followed the excellent preoedenta furnished by our 
Henry V., into whose mouth Shakespeare puts the follow- 
ing language: **We give express charge, that, in onr 
marches through the conntry, there be nothing compelled 
from the villages, nothing taken but paid for, none of the 
French upbraided or abused in disdainful language ; for 
when lenity and cruelty play for a kingdomi the gentlest 
gamester is the soonest winner." 



served under his command the following letter 
from His Boyal Highness the Oommander-in- 
Ghief, conveying the Prince Begent's gracious 
approbation of their conduct while serving in 
fV«noe: 

"* Horse Guards, Nov. 27, 1818. 

«' 'My Lord Duke,— The Army of Occupation 
having now finally returned from France, I have 
the Prince Begent's commands to convey to your 
Grace the thanks of His Boyal Highness for the 
discipline and good order which have been so 
successfully maintained, to the honour of the 
British arms, during the period it has been 
stationed in that country. 

" ' I have frequently had occasion to address 
your Grace, by command of the Sovereign, in the 
language of just commendation of the brilliant 
victories achieved under the guidance of your 
genius ; but though the events of peace do not 
furnish the grounds for conveying the warmth of 
expression which a ^nse of the distinguished ac- 
tions of warfare so strongly called forth, yet the 
conduct of the Army, while stationed in the 
country of their former enemy, where the disci- 
pline and good order established by your Grace 
were calculated to conciliate the inhabitants, and 
to uphold the character of the British arms in 
the view of surrounding nations, cannot fail to 
draw forth the Prince Begent's cordial approba- 
tion and thanks, as well as the gratitude of the 
country to your Grace, and to them. 

" ' I am commanded to request that your Grace 
will be pleased to make these sentiments known 
to the General, and other Officers who have been 
under your command, in any manner you may 
think proper. 

" * Febdbbiok, Oommi^nder-in-Ohief .' " 

In the foregoing letter the Duke of York refers 
to the frequent instances in which the approbation 
of the Prince Qegent had had occasion for ex- 
pression during the Peninsular War. It was much 
to the honour of the Army that His Boyal High- 
ness had rarely any motive for the utterance of 
displeasure. Setting aside the irregularities of 
the men on the line of march or the retreat, sug- 
gested by the cravings of hunger, or the more 
irresistible claims of thirst, there was really small 
reason for reprehension. The Officers were well 
aware that on the maintenenoe of a perfect disci- 
pline, under the most disadvantageous circum- 
stances, depended the safety of the whole Army, 
They knew that in the eyes of their strict leader 
no isolated cases of gallimtry would atone for the 
slightest departure from orders, or the most trifling 
infraction of the laws and principles of subordi- 
nation. If he was slow to express thankfulness 
or approbation, it was because he considered that 
the utmost a soldier could do in a meritorious way 
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was simply an act of datj ; if he was prompt to 
anathematise impropriety, it was becaase he held 
that the slightest deviation from the path of mili- 
tary rectitude on the part of individaals was 
calculated to operate as a bad example, and pos- 
sibly to damage the whole Force. 

One of 'the few instances of a striking aberration 
from the rules which should govern Officers on 
service occurred in the case of Colonel Quentin, 
of the 10th Hussars. Not as regards himself 
only was that an unparalleled s&air, but as 
respected the Officers of the Regiment upon 
whose heads feU the consequences of their bear- 
ing towards the Oolonel. The facts may be sum- 
marised here, though they occurred at the end of 
1814. 

Colonel Quentin was tried by a Oourt-Martial 
on four charges. The First Charge dtated that on 
the 10th of January, 1814, the Regiment being 
on that day on duty, foraging in tiie valley of 
Macon, in France, and Colonel Quentin having 
the command of the Regiment, he did not make 
proper and timely arrangements to insure the 
success of the Regiment in its operations of 
foraging, although directed so to do by the Bri- 
gade Order of the 9th of January, but neglected 
and abandoned Ids duty as Commanding Officer, 
leaving some of the Divisions without orders or 
support when attacked by the enemy, whereby 
some men and horses of the Regiment were taken 
prisoners, and the safety of such Divisions 
hazarded ; " such conduct on the part of the said 
Colonel Quentin ^evincing great professional in- 
capacity, tending to lessen the confidence of the 
soldiers of the Regiment in the skill and courage 
of their Officers, being unbecoming and disgraceful 
to his character as an Officer, prejudicial to good 
order and Military discipline, and contrary to the 
Articles of War." 

The Second Charge alleged that Colonel Quen- 
tin, having the command of the Regiment, the 
day after the battle of Orthes, on the 28th of 
February, on the high road leading to St Sever, 
in front of the village of Hagleman, Department 
of Landes, in France, and the Regiment being on 
that day engaged with the enemy, he (Colonel 
Quentin) did not previously to, or during, the 
period Uie Regiment was so engaged, make such 
effectual attempts as he ought to have done, by 
his presence, and by his own personal exertions 
and example, to co-operate with or support the 
advanced Divisions of the 10th Hussars, under his 
command, but neglected and abandoned his duty 
as Commanding Officer, and thereby hazarded 
the safety of those Divisions, and the character 
and reputation of the Regiment, &c. 

The Third Charge said that on the 10th of 
April, 1814, during the battle of Toulouse, in 
France, Colonel Quentin was guilty of the same 



neglects as at Orthes, leaving some of the Diri- 
sions, when under fire from the enemy, without 
orders, and thereby unnecessarily hazarding their 
safety and reputation ; and. 

The Fourth Charge charged general neglect of 
duty, by allowing a relaxed discipline to exist in 
the 10^ Hussars when on foreign service, by which 
the reputation of the Regiment suffered in the 
opinion of the Commander of the Forces, and of 
the Lieutenant-General commanding the Cavalry ; 
their displeasure having been expressed, or implied, 
in a letter from the Adjutant-Qeneral of the Forces 
on the Continent, and in the orders of the lieu- 
tenant-General commanding the Cavalry. 

Upon these charges the Court came to the fol- 
lowing decision : 

" The Court having maturely weighed and con- 
sidered the evidence on the part of the prosecu- 
tion, as well as what has been offered in defence, 
were of opinion that Colonel Quentin was guilty 
of so much of the first charge as imputes to him the 
having neglected his duty as Commanding Officer, 
on the 10th of January, by leaving some of the 
Divisions without ordera when attacked by the 
enemy, but acquitted him of the remainder of the 
charge. 

" With respect to the second and third charges, 
the Court were of opinion that Colonel Quentin 
was not guilty. 

'' With respect to the fourth charge, the Court 
were of opinion that a relaxed discipline, as set 
forth in that charge, did exist in the Regiment 
under Colonel Quentin's command, whilst on 
foreign service, during the period alluded to in 
the charge, and as they could not but consider the 
Commanding Officer of a Regiment to be respon- 
sible for such Relaxation of discipline, they deemed 
themselves bound to find Colonel Quentin guilty 
to the extent of allowing it to exist ; but as they 
considered the letter from the Adjutant-General, 
expressing the displeasure of the Commander of 
the Forces, as a reprimand to Colonel Quentin 
adequate to the degree of blame which attached 
to him, the Court d^d not feel themselves called 
upon to give any sentence upon that charge in the 
way of further punishment, and they considered 
that anything unusual in this determination would 
be explained by the singularity of the circum- 
stances attending the charge, by which an Officer 
is put upon his trial for conduct which had before 
been the subject of animadversion by- those under 
whose command he was then serving, but which 
at the time was not considered deserving of a 
more serious proceeding by the Commander of the 
Forces ; nor does it appear to have been made 
the subject of any remonstrance or request for a 
more serious investigation on the part of the 
Officers of the Regiment. 
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*' The Ooori haying found the prisoner gnilty of 
80 much of the first and fourth charges as is ex- 
pressed, and given the reasons which induced 
them to feel that they were not called upon to 
affix any punishment to the last charge, they only 
adjudged that Oolonel Quentin he reprimanded hy 
His Royal Highness the Oommander-in-Ohief. 

"The Court, however, expressed their regret 
that there appeared to have existed such a want 
of co-operation among the Officers of the Regi- 
ment as to render the duties of the Commanding 
Officer much more arduous than they otherwise 
would have heen." 

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent approved 
and confirmed the finding and sentence of the 
Gourt ; and the Duke of York, in communicating 
the decision to the Adjutant-General, said : 

** His Royal Highness has farther heen pleased 
to consider, that, when the Officers of a Oorps 
prefer accusations affecting the honour and pro- 
fessional character of their Commander, nothing 
but the most conclusive proof of their charges 
before a Court-Martial can justify a proceeding 
which must otherwise be so pregnant with mis- 
chief to the discipline of the Army ; and that a 
regard due to the subordination of the Service 
must ever attach a severe responsibility to subor- 
dinate Officers who become the accusers of their 
superior. His Royal Highness, therefore, could 
not but regret that the Officers of the 10th Hus- 
sars should have been so unmindful of what they 
owe to the first principles of their profession, as 
to assume an opinion of their Commander's per- 
sonal conduct which neither their general expe- 
rience of the Service, nor their knowledge of the 
alleged facts (as appears from their own evidence) 
could sanction or justify, — and which opinion 
would appear, from the proceedings, to have been 
utterly void of foundation, in every instance of 
implied attack or insinuation upon that Officer's 
courage and conduct before the enemy, as con- 
veyed by the tenour of the second and third 
charges. 

" In allusion to the letter signed by the chief 
part of the Officers, and in which the present 
proceedings originated, the Prince Regent has 
specially observed that, exclusive of the doubt 
which may be entertained of their capability to 
form a judgment so much beyond the scope of 
their experience in the Service, it was worthy of 
remark that some who have affixed their names 
to that paper had never been with the Regiment 
during the period in question, and others had 
never joined any Military body beyond the depot 
of their Corps ; and it might thus be deduced| 
that although the Officers have manifested, ac- 
cording to the appropriate remark of the Court- 
Martial, a want of co-operation in support of their 



Commander's authority, — yet those who have 
assumed a personal observance of Colonel Quen- 
tin's conduct, and those who, though absent, 
appear to have acted under a mischievous influ- 
ence, by joining in an opinion to his prejudice, 
have idl co-operated in a compact against their 
Commanding Officer fraught with evils of the 
most injurious tendency to the discipline, of the 
Service; nor did it escape the notice of His 
Royal Highness that this accusation has not been 
the momentary offspring of irritated feelings, but 
the deliberate issue of a long and extraordinary 
delay, for which no sufficient reasons or expla- 
nations have been assigned. 

" In this view of the case (which is not palliated 
by the very slight censure passed on Colonel 
Quentin upon the first charge). His Royal High- 
ness has considered that a mark of his displeasure 
towards those Officers is essential to the vital 
interests of the Army ; and that the nature of 
the combination against Colonel Quentin would 
call for the removal from the Service of those who 
have joined in it; but as His Royal Highness 
would willingly be guided by a lenient disposition 
towards a Corps of Officers who have hitherto 
merited his approbation, and would willingly 
believe that inadvertency in some and inexperience 
in others had left them unaware of the mis- 
chievous tendency of their conduct upon this 
occasion, fiis Royal Highness is averse to adopt 
such severe measures as the custom of the Service 
in support of its discipline usually sanctions, upon 
the failure of charges against a Commanding 
Officer. Still it is essential that conduct 30 
injurious in its nature should be held forth to the 
Army as a warning in support of subordination ; 
and His Royal Highness has, therefore, com- 
manded that the Officers who signed the letter of 
the 9th of August shall no longer act together as 
a Corps, but that they shall be distributed by 
exchange throughout the different Regiments of 
Cavalry in the Service, where it is trusted that 
they will learn and confine themselves to their 
subordinate duties until their services and experi- 
ence shall sanction their being placed in ranks 
and situations where they may be allowed to 
judge of the general and higher duties of the 
profession. The Prince Regent has been further 
pleased to observe that though Colonel Palmer 
did not sign the letter of the 9th of August, he is, 
nevertheless, by his declared sentiments on the 
prosecution, and his general concurrence in the 
opinion of the Officers, to be considered in the 
same light as if he had put his name to that 
paper, and His Royal Highness has therefore 
commanded that he shall also be removed to 
another Corps. " I am, &c., 

(Signed) " Fbedesiok, 

f Conunander-in-Chief." 

2 c 
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The Adjatani-General then read the names of 
the Officers, and desired them to move forward in 
front of their respective troops, and to retom 
their swords. He then addressed them as follows : 

''(Gentlemen, — ^I have the Oommander-in- 
Ghiefs commands to. signify to yon His Boyal 
Highness the Prince Begent's pleasure, that yon 
no longer belong to the 10th Begiment of 
Hussars ; and the Oommander-in-Ghief enjoins 
you to hold yourselves in readiness to join the 
different Begiments of Cavalry to wMch the 
Prince Begent will immediately appoint you." 

The Adjutant-General then directed the Hon. 
Major Howard to take on himself the command 
of the 10th Boyal Hussars, until it should be 
resumed by Oolonel Quentin. 

A more striking illustration of the rigid impar- 
tiality with which the Duke of York exercised 
the duties of his high office could not be cited. 
The Regiment was the Prince of Wales's Own. 
Among the Officers were some of his chosen 
friends and relatives. Two Fitzclarences, the 
Marquis of Worcester, Lord A. W. Hill, and Sir 
George Wombwell, appear in the list of those 
who gave up their swords. 

Although 1816 was free from the scourge of 
war, it was nevertheless fruitful of distress to 
portions of the Army in other ways. Two ship- 
wrecks took place in the course of the year, one 
of which severely tried the discipline of the 78th 
Highlanders, and the other was fatal to nearly 
800 Officers and men of the 59th Foot. The 
disaster which befell the 78th Highlanders is fully 
described in Colonel David Stewart's interesting 
account of the Scotch Begiments.* 

The story of the misfortune which befell the 
59th Foot is best told in the inscription on the 
obelisk which may still be seen in the church- 
yard of Drumcannon (Tramore), in the county of 
Waterford, contiguous to the spot where the 
catastrophe occurred.f 

An incident of 1817 is deserving of mention in 
this place. 

On the sixteenth anniversary of the battle of 
Alexandria, a meeting of the Highland Society 
took place (21st March"), His Boyal Highness the 
Duke of York, President of the Society, in the 
chair. His Boyal Highness rose and stated that, 
as the last act of his presidency, he had a delight- 
ful duty to discharge, that of presenting, in the 
name of the Corporation, to the Marquis of 
Huntly, as Colonel of the Boyal Highlanders, 
the vase voted in acknowledgment of the high 
sense entertained by the society of the brilliant 
achievements of that distinguished Corps. The 
Duke, in a feeling and appropriate manner, 



* See Appendix. 
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alluded to the services of the 42nd Begiment, 
from the period of its being regimented in 1739, 
throughout all the different wars in which the 
country had been engaged, to the memorable 
battle of Waterloo, and observed that on all occa- 
sions, under all circumstances and in every clime, 
the Boyal Highlanders had gloriously supported 
the fame of their native land ; and he was proud 
to add that ; great as their valour had ever been 
in the field, their behaviour in quarters had been 
equally correct and exemplary. His Boyal High- 
ness then presented to the Marquis of Huntly, 
for the Regiment, a richly-chased silver tripod, 
with fluted bowl, weighing nearly eight hundred 
ounces, ornamented with thistle foliage, and sup- 
ported on a triangular plinth, on one of the faces 
of which was the obverse of a medal struck to 
commemorate the battle of Alexandria, and repre- 
senting the head of Sir Balph Abercromby, with 
the inscription : " AbercronMus Dux in Egypio 
reoidit victor, 21 Mar., 1801." On another face 
was the reverse of the same medal, which repre- 
sented the taking of the Invindble Standard, with 
the inscription, " Na Tir a chaisin Buardh sam 
EiphaH, 21 Mar., 1801." The third face bore 
the inscription, " O^Chummun CkLidAculach d^au 
Threieadan Dubh no, 42nd Begiment." The 
three subjects were severally encircled with laurel, . 
and supported by an ancient and modem High- 
lander, with appropriate emblems from designs by 
Mr West, president of the Royal Academy. The 
plinth rested on the backs of three recumbent 
Egyptian sphinxes on a triangular base. 

In 1818; when the Army occupying France 
broke up, a reduction of 26,000 men was effected 
in the British line. The following year was 
singularly uneventful ; but to make amends for 
its poverty of incident, the years 1820 and 1821 
were rife with occurrences of importance. 

In the first month of 1820, George the Third, 
after much bodily suffering and mental alienation, 
died in his eighty-second year. Though secluded 
from public view for ten years, the recollection of 
his virtues and of the constancy with which he had 
upheld the grandeur of Great Britain through a 
period fraught with trials and vicissitudes had 
been treasured by his subjects, who received the 
announcement of his death with sincere sorrow. 
He was succeeded by his eldest son, George, 
Prince of Wales, who, as Prince Begent, had 
exercaaed regal authority since the King's seolu- 
sion. It only needed a coronation to place George 
the Fourth in all respects exactly in the position 
his Boyal father had occupied as the head of the 
State. 

In Holies street, London, on April 16, 1820, in 
his fifty-eighth year, died Major-General Wm. 
Mudge, of the Boyal Artillery. "He was a 
native of Plymouth, and combined in himself all 
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the splendid talents tliat rendered his father, Dr 
Madge, eminent." The Trigonometrical Survey 
of the Kingdom, " with the correct and beautiful 
maps of the several counties previously published, 
exhibited some of the useful labours of his life ; 
"while the advantages derived by the Cadets of the 
Boyal Military Academy at Woolwich, and by 
those of the East India Company's establishment 
at Addiscombe, entitled his memory to the grati- 
tude of his country. General Mudge had the 
honour conferred on him of LL.D. from Edin- 
burgh. He was a Fellow of the Boyal Society, 
Fellow of the Antiquarian Society, Commissioner 
of the Board of Longitude, Member of the Philo- 
sophical and Geological Societies, and Honorary 
Member of the Plymouth Institution. His 
scientific abilities were held also in the highest 
estimation by foreigners, as he was Fellow of the 
Academy of Sciences of Copenhs^en, and had 
the marked honour conferred on him of being 
named correspondent of the Boyal Institute of 
Paris. The King of Denmark also had presented 
him with a magnificent chronometer, and con- 
templated honouring him with a stronger proof 
of his Boyal favour. General Mudge left two sons 
in the Engineers, one in the Artillery, and another 
a Lieutenant ih the Navy." 

In this same year (1820) a serious conspiracy 
to murder the Cabinet Ministers, while at one of 
their Cabinet dinners, was discovered and frus- 
trated. The conspirators were some of the politi- 
cal malcontents with whom the country then 
abounded. There was much distress throughout 
England, and the ** ignorant impatience " to which 
it gave rise among the poor and unemployed 
culminated in personal hostility to the Ministry. 
The conspiracy had no Military aspect, excepting 
that it brought into notice Captain Frederick 
Fitzdarence, of the Coldstream Guards, a son of 
the Duke of Clarence. At the head of a few men 
of the Battalion, Captain Fitzdarence dashed 
into the room where the armed ruffians were as- 
eembled, and seized them at a critical moment. 
" Thtf Cato-street Conspiracy," as it was called, 
from the locality of the meetings of the con- 
spirators, afforded a glimpse of the energy of 
character which, when Captain Fitzdarence rose 
to high command, was productive of very great 
advantage to the professional education of the 
Army. 

In 1821 died His Boyal Highness the Duke of 
Kent, one of the sons of George the Third, leaving 
a widow, to whom he had not long been married, 
and an infant daughter. The Duke of Kent had 
not latterly been enough in the public eye to 
cause the news of his demise to be received with 
much emotion ; but the charitable societies which 
largely benefited by his benevolent example had 
great reason to lament his death. As the father 



of the gracious Lady who has ruled these realms 
with 80 much dignity and wisdom, filling the 
hearts of millions of her subjects with love and 
veneration, and the whole civilised world with 
respect and admiration, a passing tribute to his 
character will not be unacceptable in a history of 
an Army in which he held a distinguished rank, 
and to which he was personally attached. 

His Boyal £[ighness the Duke of Kent re- 
ceived the commission of Colonel of the 7th 
Fusiliers very early in life, and went to Gibraltar 
to take command of the Begiment. He entered 
with zeal upon the discharge of his duties, and 
fully carried out the ideas of Military discipline 
which he had imbibed in Germany. His Boyal 
Highness was impressed with the conviction that 
soldiers could only be formed by the most strict 
and rigid discipline — a term which, in the Ger- 
man school, implied an attention to trifies — ^and 
this notion rendered the Duke very unpopular in 
the Begiment. He was too good a soldier and 
too benevolent a man to be severe merely for the 
sake of showing his authority. His exactitude 
was perfectly conscientious, but it produced dis- 
.satisfaction among a body of men accustomed to a 
more relaxed Military morale, and representations 
were made to the Duke of York which led to hia 
removing the Duke of Kent to America. While 
stationed at Quebec he was promoted to the rank 
of Major-General, and ordered to join the Staff of 
Sir Charles Grey in the West Indies. That same 
determination of character and unflinching dis- 
cipline which rendered him unpopular with hia 
Begiment obtained for him a high degree of 
respect in his advanced position. At Martinique 
and St Lucia he was foremost in attack, leading 
a Battalion of Grenadiers in the assault on 
Mome Fortun^e, and hoisting the British flag 
on the ramparts of the fort. Sir Charles Grey 
made particular mention of the Duke's gallantry, 
and His Boyal Highness received the thanks of 
Parliament for his conduct in the field — an 
honour which none of his Boyal brothers ever 
enjoyed. In 1799 the Duke' of Kent was ap- 
pointed Commander-in-Chief of the Forces in 
British America, and in that capacity acquired, by 
the strength and benevolence of his character, the 
affection of the people of Nova Scotia. They 
addressed him fervently, affectionately, and 
regretfully on his departure to assume the 
government of Gibraltar in 1802, and unani- 
mously voted 500 guineas for the purchase of a 
diamond star, with which His Boyal Highness was 
presented. 

When the Duke of Kent was on the point of 
quitting England to assume the duties of his new 
office he was distinctly told by the Duke of York 
that much exertion would be requisite to re-esta- 
blish order among the troops. Too many of the 
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men had been employed on fatigue duties-— dis- 
cipline was relaxed and drunkenness promoted. 
The Duke of Kent found that the accounts he had 
received had not been exaggerated. The garrison 
was in a very discreditable state. He immediately 
applied the strong hand to the suppression of dis- 
order, and especially" addressed his attention to 
the drinking practices of the soldiery. The men 
resisted the exercise of this control, and broke out 
into open mutiny. The 1st Boyals were the first to 
manifest a seditious and unruly spirit. They in- 
vited the 25th Boyal Borderers to join them in an 
attempt to seize the person of the Governor and 
put him on board a frigate. At first the 25th 
refused, but on the following day they assented, 
and then the 1st Boyals had recovered from their 
intoxication, and were disinclined to fall into the 
conspiracy. The 25th, full of drink, sought the 
co-operation of the 54th, but that loyid Corps 
fired upon the mutineers, and their elample was 
followed by the Artillery. The Duke of Kent 
exerted himself to the utmost to suppress the 
mutiny, and faithfully reported its causes and 
progress to his Boyal brother, the Commander-in- 
Chief, especially complaining of the supine con- 
duct of the second in command. General Barrett. 
But the only result of his honourable endeavours 
was his recall from the government of Gibraltar 
by the Duke of York, accompanied by a humilia- 
ting order to hand over the command to the very 
man of whom he had justly complained ! 

From what cause it is very difficult to «ay, but 
the Duke of Kent, although perhaps personally the 
most deserving of all the sons of George the Third, 
experienced the smallest share of the paternal 
a£Peciion, and was, as a consequence of his father's 
indifference, the most poorly endowed by the 
nation. The Prince Begent was attached to him, 
but the Duke of York lacked " the gentle con- 
dition of blood " which should have linked the 
elder to the younger, and therefore^ took no pains 
to obtain for the Duke of Kent any command that 
would have supplied, in its emoluments, the 
penury of the country. The Duke of Kent, from 
the insufficiency of his income and sundry disas- 
ters^ fell into difficulties, and to his honour be it 
recorded, lived in a very plain and retired manner, 
and made sacrifices of property to satisfy his 
crediton» 



OHAPTEB XXX. 

Coronation of George IV.— Sir R. Wilson dismiased ilia 
Army for Interferesoe^Mr Battier dismiBsed for ohal- 
lenging his Superior Officer — Army HononzB and 
AlterAtions of Costnme— Ooort-Martial on Colonel 
French, 6ih Draipon Guards — ^The 10th Hussars-^ 
Bayonet Drill — The Barrackpore Mutiny Buppreeeed^ 
The Burmese War — ^Ebcpeditions to Rangoon, Arracan, 
Ac. — Battles at Kokaing, Donabew, Ao. — Captore of 
Prome — Storming of Malloon — ^Peace with Ava. 

The Coronation of King George the Fourth in 
1821 was remarkable for a grandeur exceeding 
any previous ceremonials of the same kind. The 
household troops were especially distinguished by 
the splendour of their costume. The Life Guards 
and Blues mounted cuirasses of highly polished 
steel. The latter assumed white belts in Babsti- 
tution of the buff hitherto used as a mark of 
distinction, and the former exchanged the helmet 
for a bear-skin cap, similar to that worn by the 
Grenadier Guards. 

Queen Caroline, who had been arraigned before 
the House of Lords under a bill of pains and 
penalties, was refused the privilege of sharing in 
the Coronation. In the following month of 
August Her Majesty died — ^the result, it was 8ap« 
posed, of the mental disturbance she had expe- 
rienced for so many months previously. Her 
funeral was attended by a body of the household 
troops, but the public, who had warmly espoused 
her cause, interfered with the procession, and 
offered many serious obstacles to its progress in 
the shape of barricades, &c The escort was 
obliged to interfere, and the scenes enacted were 
altogether most unseemly. Major-General B. T. 
Wilson, whose share in the escape of Lavalette 
from prison has been mentioned in a preceding 
chapter, took a rather conspicuous part in the 
popular procession, which excited so much of the 
King's displeasure that he removed him from the 
Service in the most summary method. A simple 
announcement of the fact in the ' London Gazette ' 
of the 17th September was the only intimation 
the public received of the King's will, a letter 
from the Horse Guards to Sir Bobert direct having 
apprised him curtly "that the King had no 
further occasion for his services." Sir Bobert 
could not obtain even the satisfaction of a Court- 
MartiaL The «ic volo of the Sovereign was the 
Alpha and Omega of the process of his removaL 
Tlus very rare and extraordinary exercise of the 
Boyal prerogative became, of course, the subject 
of much public animadversion. Sir Bobert Wil* 
son was individually popular. His Majesty was 
the reverse of popular. Sir Bobert had been the 
hero of a romantic adventure, in which the life 
and liberty of a foreigner were saved; he was 
more recently the mourner of an unhappy Queen, 
who had distinguished his son by appointing him 
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one of her Equerries. Both drcamsiances gave 
him a title to sympathy. Bat the King was 
inexorable. In the following year, soon after the 
meeting of Parliament, Sir Bobert brought his 
own case before the House of Commons, of whioh 
he was a member, and expostulated with the 
Ministry, who had supported George the Fourth 
in his despotic exercise of authority. Lord Pal* 
merston embodied the defence in a brief speech. 
The King had a distinct right to remove at plea- 
sure any Officer who bore his commission. It was 
a Boyal prerogative, the possession and retention 
of which was of constitutioDal moment. If it 
did not exist — ^if it were relinquished — ^if an Offi- 
cer could not be divested of his commission but 
by the decision of members of his own body, a 
fourth estate would be created in the r6alm most 
prejudicial to the Constitution. The prerogative, 
therefore, was necessary, not only for the main- 
tenance of discipline in the Army, but also for 
the maintenance of the Constitution. This was 
the substance of Lord Palmerston's arguments, 
which he emphatically strengthened by reference 
to the deposition of Charles the First Had the 
Boyal prerogative existed in the time of that 
Monarch, the Army could not have robbed him of 
the sceptre. Sir Bobert Wilson divided the House 
on the subject, but the vote of the majority con- 
firmed the monarchical privilege. 

In the year preceding that in which the discus- 
eion took place, the determination of the King to 
deprive of their commissions any Officers who 
disobeyed his commands was proclaimed in con- 
nection with certain disputes then pending on the 
Continent of Europe. Officers who were on the 
Continent, or on the point of making a tour in that 
direction, were cautioned against engaging in the 
service of any of the belligerent parties. Disre- 
gard of the injunction would have been followed 
by summary dismissal. 

Political reforms of a very comprehensive and 
constitutional character taking place in Portugal 
about this time, it was conjectured by the Junta 
that it might be dangerous to allow the British 
Officers, who had continued in the Army since the 
time of Marshal Beresford*s appointment, to 
remain in power. The Government conceived 
that they could not be well affected to the new 
order of things, and it was probably this very 
circumstance that led to the prohibition mentioned 
above. At all events, a committee of leading 
men in the State was nominated to consider the 
propriety of continuing the British Officers in the 
service of Portugal,, and, after expressing the 
national gratitude and admiration which were 
entertained towards those Officers, the Committee 
suggested that they should be dismissed, on the 
ground of the inability of the country to ade- 
quately reward them. The resolution, in which 



the recommendation of the Committee was sub* 
stantially embodied was honourable to the Officers. 
It advised 

"That English Officers be discharged with 
honour and the thanks of .the nation, solely from 
the necessity of giving a new organization to the 
national Boyal Army ; that their pay be continued 
to them for as many years as they were, in the 
war, in the Portuguese Army ; that the Brigadiers 
should receive the honour of Commanders of the 
Order of the Tower and Sword, and the Colonels 
and Lieutenants-Colonels the insignia of the same 
Order." 

Three years later the Boyal '' prerogative," to 
which allusion is made above, was exercised in 
the dismissal of Ensign Battier from the Army. 
He had been a Cornet in the 10th Hussars, of 
which the Marquis of Londonderry was ColoneL 
A misunderstanding arose, and, in the course of 
an angry correspondence, the Marquis charged the 
Comet with the utterance of an untruth. Mr 
Battier exchanged into the Infantry, and chal- 
lenged the Marquis to fight a duel. Lord London- 
derry accepted the challenge, which had no fatal 
consequences. But the Duke of York took serious 
notice of the whole affair, and after gazetting the 
Ensign out of the Army, issued the subjoined 
General Order : 

''General Obdeb. 

«< Horse Guards, May 18, 1824. 

''The Commander-in-Chief having received a 
report from Lieutenant-General the Marquis of 
Londonderry that his Lordship had accepted a 
challenge to fight a duel with Ensign Battier, late 
a Comet of the 10th Boyal Hussars, upon a point 
which his Lordship considered to be one of Mili- 
tary duty, his Boyal Highness has felt it incum- 
bent upon him to submit to the Eang a transaction 
at variance with the principles of subordination, 
and therefore of a tendency injurious to the disci- 
pline of the Army. The King has consequently 
conveyed to his Boyal Highness his Majesty's 
commands to express his Majesty's concern and 
displeasure, that an Officer of Lord Londonderry's 
high rank and Military reputation should have 
committed himself, in personal collision with an 
inferior Officer, by accepting a challenge for any 
supposed aggression proceeding from the exercise 
of lus authority as Colonel of the Begiment. And 
his Boyal Highness has received his further com* 
mands to caution Colonels and Commanding Offio 
oers from falling into any similar error of conduct, 
which must tend to subvert all discipline and 
subordination, and, therefore, to destroy the effi* 
ciency of the Army. 

'< By His Boyal Highness the Gommander-in- 
Chief command, 

" Henbt Tobbsns, Adjutant-General.'* . 
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Disoontents of a grave obaracter, originating in 
distress in the manufactoring districts, and 
fomented by the rode eloquence of demagogaes 
who raised the cry of Parliamentary reform, kept 
the Military on the alert in England in 1821, and 
led to scenes of a very painful character. A man 
named Hunt employed his oratorical faculties with 
mischierous effect, and selecting the busy dty of 
Manchester as the arena of his power, occasioned 
disturbances which brought the Yeomanry and 
the populace into collision. Without waiting 
for the behests of the civil power, or the example 
of the Regulars, the Lancashire Yeomanry Corps 
charged the mob and put many persons to death. 
The circumstance occurring in the district of St 
Peter's, the event was long remembered as the 
, ** Peterloo massacre," and was the subject of much 
angry commentary and Parliamentary strife. The 
conduct of the Begular troops was praised, for, by 
contrast with that of the Yeomanry, it was dis- 
tinguished as much by forbearance as courage. 
Sir W. Olark, of the 5th Dragoon Guards, had 
his skull broken by a blow from a stone, which 
penetrated his helmet, and one soldier was so 
dreadfully bruised by the mob that he crawled to 
a sequestered spot, and would have died had he 
not been discovered and removed in time. 

Reductions in public expenditure being now the 
order of the day, the shears were again applied to 
the Army, and the Force was brought down to 
92,224 men and Officers, not including the 
20,000 whom it was deemed advisable to employ 
in India. 

In 1821, permission was given to the 43rd, 
52nd, 58th, and the Rifle Brigade to emblazon 
their colours with the names of the several great 
actions in which they had been engaged, or the 
localities distinguished by their valour. The 52nd 
Light Infantry had no fewer than thirteen battles 
and sieges to inscribe, in addition to the signiflcant 
words, ' Hindostan,'* Peninsula,' and 'France.' The 
King had, according to some lines of Lord Byron 
published a few years previously, forgotten 
"Nelson, Howe, and Jervis," and acquired a 
peculiar fondness for '' the land service." Be that 
as it may, there is no doubt that the honours 
heaped upon the Army for its invaluable services 
bad rendered it extremely popular among the 
upper classes. The Horse Guards' list was 
lengthened beyond all precedent with applications 
for commissions. No preliminary education was 
then a gine qud non of admission to the Guards 
and the Line. Influence and the means of paying 
for a commission were the only needed qualiflca- 
tions. Advantage was taken of the new-fledged 
zeal of the aristocracy to raise the price of com- 
missions in this year, and to make certain 
alterations in the difference between full and half 
pay. 



As a further proof of the King's interest in tUe 
Army, an order went forth that, with a view of 
preserving a remembrance of the particalar 
services and achievements of the British Army, a 
national Military record of all the battles and 
actions in which Regiments had been or might be 
engaged, should be prepared by the Inspector of 
Regimental Colours, and deposited in the office of 
the Adjutant-General ; and that thisrefcord shoald 
also contain paintings of the colours and trophies 
captured in the several engagements, the names 
of the Officers killed or wounded in each action, 
and the names of those Officers who, in considera- 
tion of their gallant services and meritorious 
conduct in the engagements, either had been or 
might be distinguished and rewarded with titles, 
medals, or other marks of His Majesty's favoor, 
together with the names of all such non- 
commissioned Officers and privates as might 
have especially signalised themselves. To these 
were to be added a list of the Corps engaged 
in each action, together with paintings of 
such badges and distinctions as his Majesty 
might have been graciously pleased to authorize 
to be borne on their standards, colours, and ap- 
pointments in commemoration of their distin- 
guished conduct and signal intrepidity. 

This duty was subsequently transferred to the 
Adjutant-General's Office, and was very carefully 
and conscientiously performed by Mr Cannon, the 
head clerk, who availed himself of the publication 
of actions in the memorable scenes of war in which 
certain Regiments had been engaged to enliven 
the ' Record ' with brilliant incident and interesting 
detaiL 

It cannot be denied that a state of peace is 
favourable to the highest interests of humanity, 
commerce, and civilisation, and under wise and 
careful management may likewise be rendered 
subservient to the welfare and discipline of a 
standing Army. Irrespective of drills, parades, 
and reviews, tlxere are a hundred ways in which 
the time of Officers and soldiers may be profitably 
engaged, each distinctive employment becoming 
an additional source of strength and effectiveness 
on the recurrence of a state of war. The fertility 
of modem invention has supplied an immense 
field for thought, inquiry, and experiment in all 
that relates to arms and missiles of offence, forti- 
fication and explosive substances, military surveys 
and logistics. But five-and-forty years ago little 
-encouragement was given to Officers to occupy 
their leisure with these and other scientific pro- 
fessional details. There was certainly a Senior 
Department at the Military College, but as no 
positive promotion was the condition of passing 
sundry terms in the study of the higher branches 
of MUitary art, few Officers cared to bestow time 
and money upon their cultivation. Pleasure was 
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almost the only punnit in garrison, and this too 
often assumed a very frivolous and demoralis- 
ing character. There -was mach gambling in the 
barracks and clubs, a good deal of philandering, 
not a little drinking and horse-racing, considerable 
dressing and flirtatioui plenty of betting, an undue 
familiarity among the different commissioned 
ranks, and altogether a serious indifference to the 
claims of discipline. All this idleness led to 
quarrels and misunderstandings among the Officers, 
and these disputes often gave rise to Courts-Martial, 
resignations, and summary dismissals. The office 
of Judge-Advocate-General was no sinecure, and 
the onerous duties of the Commander-in-Chief 
were greatly multiplied by the representations, com- 
plaints, and '* charges " continually sent up to the 
Horse Guards. Volumes might be filled with the 
jeports of the numerous trials held during the 
long peace following upon " Waterloo." It will 
be enough to cite one of these, as an exempli- 
fication of the looseness of morals and discipline 
which obtained, and the difference between the 
weight of accusation and the amount of ultimate 
rebuke. 

At a General Court - Martial, held at the 
Horse Guards, on the 19th of September, 1820, 
lieutenant-Colonel St George French, of the 6th 
Dragoon Guards, was arraigned upon the imder- 
mentioned charges, viz. : 

" 1st. For conduct highly improper and un- 
becoming the character of a Commanding Officer, 
in keeping a woman in barracks, calling her by 
the name of Mrs French, though not his wife, and 
continually living and taking his meals with her 
instead of presiding at the mess with the Officers 
of his Regiment, and for travelling in all marches 
with her in an open carriage, in the uniform of 
the Begiment, and particularly from Manchester 
to Birmingham, and from Birmingham to New- 
castle-upon-Tyne ; and for direct disobedience in 
still keeping and maintaining her in the barracks 
after receiving an order in writing from General 
the Earl of Carhampton, as Colonel ai the said 
Begiment, while stationed at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, directing him to remove her therefrom ; 
such conduct beiog a gross and scandalous outrage 
on society in -general, and particularly to the 
married Officers, and showing a bad example as 
Commanding Officer to the junior Officers of the 
6th Begiment in particular. 

" 2nd. For inflicting a greater punishment on 
Serjeants McLoughlin, Byrne, and Gilroy than 
was awarded them by the sentence of a Begimental 
Court-Martial, held at Birmingham Barracks, by 
ordering them on a guard every other day during 
their suspension ; and further, that they should 
be confined to the barracks except when on duty 
during the said period, as an additional punish- 
ment* 



''8rd. For conduct highly unbecoming the 
character of an Officer, in having, while the Begi- 
ment was stationed at Manchester Barracks, at 
Birmingham, and at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, openly 
and publicly dealt in horses, by keeping divers 
horses for sale, not only to the Officers of the 
Begiment, but to other persons ; and employed 
Veterinary- Sui>geon Hay ward, of the same Begi- 
ment, to proceed from Birmingham to Gloucester- 
shire, to purchase and procure such horses for the 
purpose of sale ; and having sold such horses to 
divers purchasers, to the great scandal and dis- 
credit of the Service, and to the prejudice of good 
order and Military discipline. 

** 4th. For fraudulent and unbecoming conduct 
in the sale of a mare to Mr Hall, before he was 
gazetted to a cometcy in the Begiment, by fixing 
the price at 50Z., which was agreed to by Mr Hall ; 
but afterwards selling tUe same mare to another 
person, which mare Lieutenant-Colonel French 
afterwards again took back in exchange, and, at a 
later period, sold the same mare again to Mr Hall 
for 60/., and charging him about 3Z. for feeding, 
without informing Mr Hall it was the same mare 
he had originally sold him for 50Z. 

" 5th. For unjustifiable conduct as Command- 
ing Officer, in having selected from a lot of 
remount-horses that joined the Begiment at Man- 
chester, one brown horse, and selling the same to 
Major Hartwell, of the Begiment, for thirty 
guineas, thereby making an undue profit of five 
guineas by a troop horse, purchased for the publio 
Service at twenty-five guineas, to the great 
scandal and discredit of the Service, and un- 
becoming the character of a Commanding Officer. 

" 6th. For having cut out and defaced, or caused 
to be cut out and defaced, the leaves of the troop 
registers of horses, relative to the years 181 1, 
1812, 1813, 1814, and part of the year 1815, 
without the knowledge of the Captains, thereby 
destroying all evidence regarding the immense 
number of horses that were recommended to be 
cast and transferred by Lieutenant -Colonel French 
during those years ; all such conduct being to the 
prejudice of good order and Military discipline, 
and contrary to His Majesty's Begulations, and in 
breach of the Articles of War." 

Upon which charges the Court came to the 
following decision : 

" The Court, after hearing and considering all 
that has been brought forward by the Prosecutor- 
General, the Earl of Carhampton, in support of 
the charges, and by the prisoner, Lieutenant- 
Colonel St George French, in his defence, and 
having maturely deliberated thereupon, are of 
opinion— 

"As to the first charge, that Lieutenant- 
Colonel French is so far guilty thereof as it 
appears to them that he, Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Frencb, <!lid keep a woman in the barracks of tbe 
Begiment, whom he called by the name of Mrs 
French, but whom he did not acknowledge as his 
wife ; and that he appeared occasionally with her 
in his uniform on the marches of the Regiment, 
by which conduct he set a bad example to the 
junior Officers of the Regiment ; but the Court 
at the same time feel themselves called upon to 
state their opinion, that the retired and quiet 
habits of life which Lieutenant-Colonel French 
pursued with that person, and the care which 
appears to have been taken to prevent her obtrud- 
ing herself upon the other inhabitants of the bar- 
racks, have in some degree counteracted the ten- 
dency which such conduct would have to injure 
the feelings of the married Officers of the Regi- 
ment. 

" With respect to the other parts of the charge, 
the prosecutor having failed to establish that part 
of it which imputes to Lieutenant-Colonel French 
the disobedience of an order in writing from 
bis Colonel, the Court do acquit Lieutenant- 
Colonel French of that and every other part 
thereof. 

" With respect to the second charge, the Court 
are of opinion that Lieutenant-Colonel French is 
guilty ; but the Court at the same time feel it 
their duty to state, that Lieutenant-Colonel French 
appears to them to have been led into this irregu- 
larity by his anxious desire to maintain the disci- 
pline of the Regiment, which he supposed might 
suffer by the slight punishment adjudged by the 
Regimental Court-Martial." 

With respect to the 3rd. 4fch, 5th, and 6th 
charges, the Court were of opinion that Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel French was not guilty ; and they 
fully and honourably acquitted him of the last 
three charges. 

The Court finally recommended that he should 
be admonished upon the breach of decorum in- 
volved in the first charge, and reprimanded for 
his conduct as complained of in the second charge. 
His Majesty approved and confirmed the findings 
and sentence ; but expressed his regret " that the 
Earl of Oarhampton should, in reference to the 3rd, 
4th, 5th, and 6th charges, have been induced from 
misrepresentations conveyed to him, or from a 
misconception of what had reached his knowledge, 
to withdraw his confidence from Lieutenant- 
Colonel French, who appears from the result of 
this investigation, not only to have never forfeited 
his claim to tbe good opinion and confidence of his 
Colonel, but to have merited, by the discha/rge of 
his duties as Commanding Officer of the Qth 
Dragoon Guards, during a long series of years, the 
honourable testimonies which he jproduced to tlie 
Cawrtr 

More changes in the dress of the soldiery were 
announced in 1823. His Maieaty was " pleased 



to approve of the discontinuance of breeches, 
leggings, and shoes, as part of the clothing of the 
Infantry soldier, and of blue gray cloth trousers 
and half boots beings substituted." In order to 
indemnify the Colonels for the additional expense 
they in consequence'incurred,thewaistcoatthitherto 
provided with the clothing was to be considered as 
an article of necessaries to be furnished by the 
soldier, who, being relieved from the cost of the 
long and short gaiter, as also from the stoppage 
made in aid of the extra expense of the trousers^ 
and being, moreover, supplied with articles of a 
description calculated to last longer than the 
breeches and shoes, could not fail to be benefited 
by the arrangement. It was further ordered that 
the non-commissioned officers, drummers, and 
privates of the Infantry Regiments should at all 
times be in possession of a pair of white linen 
ia'ousers, to be worn on all occasions of dress 
parade, instead of a second pair of cloth trousers, 
with which they had heretofore been required to 
furnish themselves. The dark gray trousers were 
entirely abolished. The 60th and all Rifie Regi- 
ments continued to wear green trousers, and Regi- 
ments in the West Indies still used blue serge ; 
but with the view of placing the Regiments 
serving in the West Indies, whose serge trousers 
were inferior in value to the cloth trousers of 
the rest of the Infantry, on an equal footing with 
them, three pairs of cotton socks for the Serjeants, 
and two pairs for the other ranks, were ordered to 
be furnished by the Colonel, and in future to form 
part of the soldier's annual equipment. These 
regulations, of course, did not apply to the High- 
land Regiments, nor to the Royal Staff Corps. 

Sir Henry Torrens, who had succeeded Sir 
Harry Calvert as Adjutant-General of the Army, 
originated the foregoing alterations in the costume. 
He was a highly accomplished and intelligent 
Officer, of a peculiarly practical turn of mind. He 
originated a new system of Infantry manoeuvres, 
and endeavoured to introduce a bayonet exercise. 
Observing how rarely the bayonet had been ab- 
solutely employed in the Peninsular war, except- 
ing as a weapon vn terrorem, and how awkward 
the men had generally been when left to defend 
themselves singly with the musket and bayonet, 
Sir Henry Torrens devised a form of attack re- 
sembling the escrime d la baionnette, which at pre- 
sent forms part of the French drill, and was 
taught to the Americans during the civil war of 
1861-64. It consisted in rapidly placing the butt 
of the musket at an angle of 45 degrees. against 
the right groin, and suddenly propelling the 
weapon forward, with the left hand grasping the 
barrel and stock, and the right seising the small 
of the stock — accompanying the thrust by ad- 
vancing and bending the left leg in the same 
manner as the right leg is advanced and bent 
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in tlie small sword attack. Experiments^ to de- 
termine the efficiency of the system were made 
at Chatham Barracks before the Dake of York in 
1819, and the 91st and 60th Regiments were 
engaged to demonstrate practically the relative 
merits of the Torrens' project and the old fofm 
of " charge bayonets." The former wds foand to 
exhibit a rare vigour of attack, but the " lunging 
outproduced consequences of a serious nature 
in rupturing the men at exercise, and the plan 
was therefore abandoned; nor, for many years 
subsequently, was any system of bayonet drill 
introduced into the British Army. 



OHAPTEB XXXL 
The Barmeae War, 1824, 1825, and 1826. 

Nothing seemed to disturb the peaceful tenor 
of political ways in Europe, but in the East Indies 
a fatal destiny seemed ever to be hurrying the 
various Native States to their dissolution. Within 
the limits of their territory in Hindostan the East 
India Company had enjoyed an immunity from 
disturbance since the Mahratta Confederacy had 
been destroyed ; beyond those limits aggressions 
were committed which could only be avenged, and 
their further perpetration prevented, by force of 
arms. 

An idea had taken possession of the mind of 
the King of Ava — ^the ruler of Burmah — that he 
was irresistible. Various successes achieved in 
petty wars with the people of China, Pegu, Siam, 
and other neighbouring States led the foolish and 
inflated Monarch to believe that he might safely 
invade the territories in North-eastern Bengsd 
belonging to the East India Company. He was 
encouraged in this idea by Maha Bundoola, a 
chief who had acquired some reputation as a Mili- 
tary leader. In the Grand Council of State where 
the invasion was decreed, this man spoke with the 
confidence and authority of a Napoleon, declaring, 
by anticipation, that henceforth Bengal was a pro- 
vince of the Golden King ! It was in October, 
1823, that this xgse dixit was uttered. It was 
then that the (Government of Bengal might have 
sent an Amiy to protect its frontier, and show the 
Burmese Monarch that he had other foes to deal 
with in the English than the feeble neighbours 
whose lands he had usurped. Lord Bacon's 
apophthegm, *' that a just fear of an imminent 
danger, though there be no blow given, is a law- 
ful cause of war," would have justified the initi- 
ative. But the Government either preferred to 
give the Burmese time to retract their project of 
invasion, or required more leisure for preparation, 
or was indisposed to incur the charges of a war. 



Each Buooeeding Governor-General from the 
days of Warren Hastings had been particularly 
warned to keep the peace and economise the 
finances of the East India Company. The public 
debt had reached gigantic proportions, for 
although the territorial acquisitions were pregnant 
with revenue, the advantage of their possession 
was prospective — the cost of their attainment 
actual and present. Earl Amherst, who succeeded 
the Marquis of Hastings in 1822, had the repu- 
tation of an economist, and the Company fondly 
hoped that under his careful administration the 
exchequer would be replenished and the waste of 
the Mahratta war repaired. Lord Hastings had 
sown the seed for his successor, and it was expected 
that a careful hand would be applied to the culti« 
vation of the plant that was to assume the agree* 
able form of pagodas and rupees. But Gbvemors- 
General, like smaller men, were very much the 
slaves of circumstances. Lord Amherst was 
V hardly at his post before the menacing attitude 
and absolute aggressions of the Burmese carried 
him into hostUities that he would gladly have 
avoided. 

It was in the month of April, 1824, when a 
season the most unpropitious for Military opera- 
tions in the East that can be imagined had set in, 
that an armada went from the Coast of Coro- 
mandel and the Bay of Bengal to chastise Burmese 
audacity. There was no lack of troops for the 
duty ; the Europeans and the Madias sepoys 
thirsted for employment. The Bengal sepoys 
were less inclined to move from the Presidency. 
A new source of- embarrassment checked Lord 
Amherst's preparations. 

Cbneral Sir Edward Paget had succeeded to the 
command of the Indian Army on the retirement 
of the Marquis of Hastings. In the course of his 
gi-and tour of Military inspection early in 1824, 
Sir Edward was recalled to Calcutta by the Go- 
vernment of Lord Amherst, to add the weight of 
his counsel and his energies to the preparations 
then making for the war. His arrival was oppor- 
tune. Two of the Begiments of Bengsd sepoys 
had refused to embark. The superstition of the 
Hindoo of the higher caste teaches him that poUu- 
tion is the result of the absence of pure water and 
the presence of other castes during the process of 
coolang his meals and the hour of repast. Con- 
sequently the Hindoo soldiers had a strong objec- 
tion to a voyage at sea in conjunction with other 
races, or with Hindoos of an inferior grade. The 
order to embark was a test of their loyalty, and 
they preferred adhering to the usages of their 
caste rather than serve the Government in a 
crisis. They were paraded at Barrackpore, a 
large cantonment sixteen miles from Calcutta. 
Every form of remonstrance was employed to in- 
duce the men to fulfil their duties. Some of them 
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were reasoned into their allegiance, but the 47th 
Bengal Native Infantry obstinately adhered to their 
resolution not to march. Sir Edward Paget ordered 
a parade of the Regiment, and placed two European 
Battalions (the 47th and Royals) and some guns 
in the immediate vicinity of the recusant troops. 
They were invited by the Commander-in-Chief to 
behave like good soldiers and embark. Obstinately 
adhering to their mutinous determination, they 
became enemies of the State. If such resistance 
to command had been overlooked, the consequences 
might have been of the most direful nature. Sir 
Ed ward saw that a crisis had arrived, and an ex- 
ample had become necessary. Upon the distinct 
'and manifest disobedience of the men to the orders 
given on the parade, the European Battalions and 
Artillery fired upon them, and hundreds of the 
sepoys fell ; others fled, were pursued, and shot , 
down. Humanitarians denounced the act as " a 
massacre " of unparalleled barbarity, but it was 
unqtte8ti(»iably due to the interests of Military 
discipline, and probably saved the empire. It had 
been well if the Government had pro&ted by the 
incident, and abstained from engaging high caste 
Hindoos. 

The armament sailed to the Burmese coasts to 
attack the maritime provinces of Burmah and 
penetrate the interior of the empire. To achievo 
the latter object. Brigadier Shuldham advanced 
with 7,000 men from Cachar. He was stopped 
by a line of forests and mountains, and had no 
means of cutting roads through the country. He, 
therefore, "halted ; and, unable to offend, acted 
on the defensive. The provinces in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sylhet were, at any rate, by this en- 
forced halt, spared the horrors of invasion by the 
Burmese. Brigadier-General Morrison, of Her 
Majesty's 44th Foot, having that Begiment, the 
54th, and seven Madras and Bengal Native Corps 
under his command — 9,500 men in all, including 
artillery, pioneers, and local cavalry — proceeded, 
partly by land and partly in boats along the coast, 
to attack the city of Arracan. Afflicted with ill- 
ness which ultimately compelled him to leave the 
coast. General Morrison consigned his charge to 
Brigadier-General Richards, who conquered Arra- 
can without difficulty, but could do no more. He 
was obliged to remain, under the idea that there 
were no roads by which an Army could move into 
the interior. At Arracan the division was deci- 
mated by sickness. The chief port of the Bur- 
mese, Rangoon, near the mouths of the Irrawaddy 
river, was to be attacked and captured by Colonel 
Sir Archibald Campbell, of Her Majesty's 38th 
Begiment, who, with the local rank of Brigadier- 
General, was placed in supreme command of the 
entire expedition. He had served in Spain, Por- 
tugal, and France, attaining the rank of Major- 
Qenend in the Portaguese Army. The Force at 



his disposal was large and efficiently equipped. 
In addition to the two Royal Regiments ali-eadj 
named. Sir Archibald had under him the 13th 
Light Infantry, the 38th, 41st, and 89th Foot. 
The sepoy Regiments were chiefly from Madras. 
A frigate, the Liffey, and some sloops of war, 
accompanied the land expedition. 

Rangoon was nearly destroyed by the guns of 
the frigate. It was the prison of many Europeans ; 
and Major Sale, of the 13 th Light Infantry, en- 
joyed the happiness of landing and setting them 
free. 

The Burmese war thus commenced was, from s 
▼ariety of causes, a tissue of disasters at first, and 
ultimately involved a tremendous expense. What 
with ordinary forethought and prudence on the 
part of the Bengal Government, and promptitude 
on that of the Commanding General, could have 
been settled in a few months, was not concluded 
in less than two years. Oppressive heats, pesti- 
ferous damps, severe privations, painful in- 
aoticm, and the weapons of an enemy who was 
found to be more formidable than the sable 
enemies of England had proved on the continent 
and peninsula of India, destroyed the lives and 
the health of thousands of European and native 
soldiers. How the Burmese fought — making 
victory over them an honour worthy of achieve- 
ment — ^is told in the graceful narrative of the 
Deputy-Assistant Adjutant-General of the Ran- 
goon expedition under Sir A. CampbelL 
Describing an action in May, 1824, some days 
after thecapture of Rangoon, he says : 

** The barbarians had received reinforcements in 
the third week of May. It was thought that they 
had concentrated behind the forests to the north- 
ward of the position. Their attacks upon the 
outposts grew bolder. They were reported to 
have established a vigilant cordon to prevent all 
communication between the Peguers and the Eng- 
lish. The insult offered to their national pride by 
the seizure of Rangoon was stated to have raised the 
minds of the Burmans to the highest pitch of ex- 
asperation. A narrow road leads from tbe foot 
of the eastern staircase of Shive-daagong through 
the forest towards the village of Todaghee. A 
small detachment of the 38tli, under a subaltern 
Officer, was pushed in advance to feel and ob- 
serve the enemy in this direction, on the morning 
of the 27th. Close under the position they dis- 
lodged Burman sentries. Only forty yards further 
in advance they found a well-constructed work. 
Eighteen men attacked and carried it. The 
Military Secretary witnessed this affair. He felt 
convinced that the enemy were in force not far 
from the spot. On the 26th General CampbelL 
reconnoitred in person. General M'Bean and 
some of the principal Officers of the Staff rode 
with him. He took with him two Companies of 
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the 88fcli Beg^ment, the four amounting to two ) 
hundred men, two hundred and fifty native 
soldiers, a light gun, and a howitzer. 

*' The road, or rather path, through the forest 
was narrow, tortuous, and impeded by the over- 
hanging boughs of trees. Felled timber thrown 
across it at intervals rendered advance yet more 
difficult. The plains, which the troops afterwards 
traversed, were already covered with water knee 
deep. Detached parties of the enemy presented 
themselves to dispute the ground. They were 
dispersed by discharges of artillery. But when 
the column had penetrated five miles from the 
town, the cattle, which had dragged the guns over 
such multiplied obstacles, were utterly overcome 
with fatigue. The strength of the soldiers of the 
Artillery was exhausted by their protracted exer- 
tions. It became impossible to carry on the guns 
further. They were sent back to the lines 
guarded by the native troops. 

" General Campbell resolved to advance with his 
four British companies into a plain which the 
dispersing mists showed beyond. The heavy rain, 
which had fallen several hours without interrup- 
tion, was beginning to clear away ; but the atmo- 
sphere was yet dense and clouded. At length the 
enemy was distinctly seen, drawn up in force near 
a trifling village. The General resolved at all 
hazards to bring them to action. He caused his 
little band to advance across the plain in direct 
echelon of companies. The forest lay on the left. 
Suddenly a heavy fire was opened upon the British. 
Looking to the left they perceived on the very 
edge of the jungle two finished field works, appa- 
rently occupied by a considerable body of barba- 
rians. 

" The General did not hesitate a moment. He 
caused one company of the 13th to be extended 
across the plain to hold in check the main force of 
the enemy. The other tl^ree were led in admirable 
order straight to the attack of the two stockades. 
The fiank companies of the 38th rushed upon the 
nearest ; the most distant was assailed by a 
company of the 18th. At this moment began 
a race of generous emulation between both Officers 
and men of these two corps, which was kept up 
with unabated spirit, and no slight advantage to 
the Service, to the end of the war. The Captains 
of the 38th set the most animating example to 
their men. The young Officers attached to them 
imitated their boldness, rushing into the fire with 
a chivaboas resolution. The Grenadiers of the 
88th forced an entrance by tearing down by 
main force a portion of the bamboo parapet. 
Others clambered over the work, assisted by their 
comrades. The stockade was carried. The 
barbarians within contended hand to hand, armed 
with long spears. They presented their bare 
breasts devotedly to the bayonet. A dreadful 



carnage was made of them. Few or no prisoners 
were taken. 

''Meanwhile, the 13th, led by an old Peninsular 
Captain, had reached the foot of the second work 
amidst a storm of bullets. With singular 
address and good fortune they hit exactly the 
narrow gorge of the work. Thus the barbarians 
found ^emselves pent up at close quarters 
with their active and well-armed enemies. Those 
who were nearest to the scene have ever testi- 
fied that they did not lose heart in this 
emergency. They acquitted themselves like 
men. They fell in heaps under the bayonet. 
Some towards the conclusion of the affair 
fied to the huts within the stockade : they were 
speedily dislodged. None ultimately escaped but 
by scrambling over the wall of bamboo and taking 
refuge in the forest. The British set fire to all 
that was combustible in these works. The main 
force of the enemy had made a show of advancing 
whilst the firing lasted. The conflagration of 
their works checked them. In the onset Lieu- 
tenant A. Howard, of the 13th, was killed. Lieu- 
tenants 0*Halloran and Michel, of the 38th, were 
severely wounded. Each lost a limb by amputa- 
tion. The' latter, who had been struck in both 
legs, did not survive the operation many days. 
General Campbell kept his little Force tormed in 
front of the main body of the Burmans long 
enough to evince his readiness to accept battle. He 
then felt them by an advanced movement. Their 
outposts retired before him. Demonstrations were 
made, which proved their determination to retreat 
if attacked. Despairing, therefore, of alluring 
them to an action with forests in their rear, the 
General countermarched his troops and returned 
to the lines. This day of spirited and decisive 
soldiership produced a grand impression on the 
minds of the barbarians. They understood at once 
that it would be no light task to contend against 
these tall white-faced strangers in scarlet uniforms, 
who had been seen, without the aid of artillery 
or ladders, to burst into their bamboo field works, 
hitherto deemed impregnable, to put to the sword 
every armed man within them, and leave in a 
moment nothing in their area but the bodies of 
the slain, and blood, and smoke, and ashes. This 
is the most merciful mode of miJcing war on barba- 
rians. These severe lessons need not be often 
repeated." 

Fluctuatbg fortunes marked the progress of the 
British arms. Failure at Eemmendine and on a 
first attack at Donabew was followed by a success 
at both places when an adequate Force approached 
them. A Madras Brigade of native troops was 
repulsed at Easklo, but Brigadier McCreagh 
(Lieutenant-Colonel of the 13th Light Infantry), 
who had led the Portuguese against French Bat- 
talions, marched upon the place with the skeleton 
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of the 18 til, and arranged to redeem the disaster. 
A frightful scene met these gallant men. Twenty- 
three bodies of British Officers and sepoys were 
suspended to trees, or crucified and barbarously 
mutilated by the sarage Burmese. The campaign 
of the year closed with the easy conquest of Tavoy, 
Mergui and Tenasserim, Martaban, and Y6 along 
the coast. But when the year 1825 opened, it 
was admitted that the Rangoon Corps had only 
been a Corps of observation in the strictest sense, 
for it lacked the faculty of locomotion. It will, 
nevertheless, always reflect praise on Sir A. Camp- 
bell, that " from the only ground which unlucky 
combinations had left within his reach neither 
famine, nor sickness, nor the keen hostility of a 
deluded population, nor the united levies of an 
empire, could dislodge him." 

Confident of ultimate success, Bundoola, with 
25,000 men, approached the British frontier 
at Bangoon, and established his lines at Kokaing. 
The frontier was extremely formidable. Stockades 
of great strength, deep and broad ditches flanked 
the works ; a morass 1,500 yards in width, and 
lines of abattis, defended the centre. An adjacent 
forest afforded shelter to a reserve of Infantry and 
Cassay Horse. It was altogether a very strong 
position. One historian of the war says, '* the 
British Officers were astonished at the height, 
width, and judicious construction of the works." 
Sir Archibald Campbell moved on the position and 
reconnoitred it. Here he was happily joined by 
Brigadier-General Willoughby Cotton, who had 
just arrived from Bengal. A Brigade was formed 
for Cotton, of the Idth light Infantry and d4th 
Madras Native Infantry, with some guns. Sir 
Archibald had with Urn the remnants of the 
88th, 41st, and 89 th Begiments and Native 
troops. General Cotton was sent to attack the 
rear. How he accomplished this duty, and the 
sequel to his determined attack, will not be the 
less interesting to the reader because the narrative 
is from the pen of a HavelocJc, and speaks of the 
intrepidity of a Sa^e— two names that richly 
adorn the page of English Military History. 

" General Cotton had pursued his march up- 
wards of three miles without interruption from 
the enemy. Knowing that the success of the 
main attack must be materially influenced by his 
prompt co-operation, he had pressed the advance 
of his troops. The 13th Light Infantry could 
only furnish two hundred and twenty men for this 
day's service. Of these scarcely one soldier had 
escaped without his share of illness during the 
months of rain. Several of the Officers had 
roused themselves from a couch of suffering to 
take part in the enterprise of the day. Troops, 
who in their lines could barely support themselves 
under the weight of their arms and accoutrements, 
were ezhaoated by passing through wooded valleys 



at an accelerated pace. ' The column was already 
harassed and panting when it became evident that 
the thickets before it were occupied. Jinjai balls 
flew among the advance led by Major Thomhill. 
He drove in the outpost opposed to him. General 
Cotton felt assured from the manner of its retreat 
that the Burman intrenchments were not far 
distant. Advancing with his Staff to reconnoitre, 
he saw on his right the huts of Kokaing. He 
posted his Cavalry behind the hamlet. In 
a moment after he beheld full before him 
the outworks of the enemy. The barbarians 
hailed the advance of their foe with a loud shout 
of defiance. They were evidently inspired with 
full confidence in their numbers and their 
formidable defences. They opened a destruo- 
tive fire upon the British vanguard. The signal 
guns were fired by the artillery. They were 
heard and answered on the opposite side of the 
works. The scene became highly animating. 
Major Sale formed his weak Battalion, and placed 
himself at its head. But as he advanced, a ball 
from the works struck him obliquely on the 
hinder psfft of the head. He fell to the ground, 
stunned and bleeding. General Cotton pointed to 
the work, 'There is the stockade^ at it' The 
18 th rushed on ; but in an instant they perceived 
that the defences were prolonged far on^ either 
flank of their small column. They became the 
central object of a heavy converging fire ; Officers 
and men began to fall, or retire wounded to the 
rear. The limbs of the soldiers, weakened by 
sickness, tottered under them as they shook off 
their fatigue to press forward, cheer, fire, and 
scramble over the intrenchments. Then, when 
the first work was won, it was only an outwork. 
A new fire was opened from another parapet; 
another trench had to be crossed, another abattis 
to be struggled through. Fresh foes presented 
themselves in increased numbers, with the same 
sustained fire and menacing shouts, and the same 
determination to support themselves in this second 
hold. The resolution of the 13th was severely 
tried. Major Dennie had promptly supplied the 
place of their wounded leader, but the fire of the 
Burmans appeared to issue from every side and in 
every direction. For a moment the men felt 
themselves overtasked, but aid was not far distant. 
General Campbell had heard with delight the 
firing to the eastward. He was assured that his 
troops had at length fairly gained the rear of the 
Burmans. He was left in ignorance, however, of 
the obstacles which presented themselves to the 
column of the reverse movement. Fully persuaded 
at the same time that those which he beheld 
before him were of no trifiing order, he waited 
for some 'decisive demonstrations of the progress 
of the affair. In the absence of other indications, 
the practised ear of the soldier seeks for his 
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proofs in the soand of musketry. The difference 
of arms and ammonilion created in this war a 
marked distinction between the nnseen fire of 
barbaroos levies, and that of the troops of a State 
which has carried mechanical invention to its 
highest pitch. The cessation and renewal, the 
advancing and retiring of the sonnd of rapid fire, 
becomes in all combats a criterion o( the success 
of bodies masked from the view by hills, forests, 
or redoubts. 

'* It was soon evident that General Ootton had 
met with a determined enemy. Every moment 
the firing thickened. The stir, bustle, and uproar 
in the barbarian camp proved that their attention 
was attracted towards a point in the reverse of 
their works. Then at once General Campbell 
caused his Light Artillery to open, closed up his 
columns, and despatched his last orders to their 
Oommauders. All stood ready for a general 
attack. The situation of General Cotton's column 
was at this moment critical. The troops had not 
lost heart, but they saw their numbers thinned, 
and felt their strength exhausted at the juncture 
at which fresh efforts were demanded from them 
on every side. The leader of the Idth was 
bleeding * on the ground, some of the boldest 
soldiers had fallen ; the column, which had for 
some time preserved its compact order, was at 
length broken into, small bodies obeying only the 
impulse of individual courage. In the hottest 
part of the conflict, the Cassay Horse advanced 
from the forests and menaced the rear of the 
British. The Body Guard charged and overthrew 
them ; but several of the Hindoostanee troopers, 
and an Officer who had volunteered his services 
with the squadron for the day, pursuing their 
advantage too far, were entangled in the enemy's 
abattis and killed. The charge, however, saved 
the column. This danger over. Major Dennie 
reformed his wearied, sinking men for another 
attack, —happily the last which was required of 
them. These assaults are spread through many 
lines in the narrative ; but, in the action, they 
succeeded each other with a rapidity which left no 
breathing time to those engaged. The British were 
again successful. The 18th found themselves at 
length in the body of the place. All was confusion 
and dismay within. For, during the last moments 
of this struggle, the combined assault had been 
made from the westward. It has been seen that 
on the reverse face the strife was sanguinary and 
protracted. ~ But the concerted advance of three 
steady, well-formed colunms, which had found 
ample time to measure the ground with the eye, 
and to scan and anticipate difficulties, could not 
be resisted by an enemy already turned and com- 
promised. The charge of the 89th struck the 
most, experienced Officers as being the most 
compact advance which had been ezecated daring 



the war. The 38th enjoyed their nsual good 
fortune. As it had happened to other corps in 
the first campaign, the tide of fugitives from the 
works stormed by the 13th was driven full upon 
their bayonets. The 38th understand the use of 
that weapon. The Adjutant-G«neral of the Army 
had ridden with instructions to this column at the 
moment of its advance. He entered the work 
with its leading files. It will not be doubted 
that in a barbarian intrenchment penetrated at 
once by four columns of Infantry the slaughter 
was immense. Every gun, every standard, was 
captured. The note of triumph ought not to 
have been sounded until this moment. ' The 
hopes of Ava ' had not, indeed, even yet 
'vanished,' but the Burman Army of Rangoon 
was crushed at Eokaing. Henceforth Bangoon 
was as secure as Calcutta. Bundoola had left the 
camp before the first shot was fired, after an 
harangue to his troops, which seems to have pro- 
duced an effect in spite of the vice of example. 
They had compelled their foes to purchase their 
success dearly. The Idth lost sixty killed and 
wounded, seven of whom were Officers, out of 
two hundred and twenty that had taken the field.'* 

After this affair Sir Archibald Campbell de- 
cided to move upwards. Taking the route to 
Sarawah, he despatched Brigadier-General Cotton 
to Donabew, whither Bundoola had retreated, 

Brigadier-General Cotton was placed in com- 
mand of the reinforcements from Madras. Mili- 
tary opinion,without a dissentient voice, pronounced 
this a most popular and fortunate appointment. 
The contingent consisted of Engineers, Artillery, 
the 41st and 89th Foot, the Ist Madras European 
Regiment, and eleven Battalions of Madras Native 
Infantry. About the same time arrived from 
Bengal the 47th Foot, and soon afterwards the 
Boyals. Yet, after all, the Force did not number 
more than 5,000 bayonets, for the strength of 
each European Regiment had been reduced to 250 
men, and each Native Corps to 350 sepoys. 
General Cotton, with 750 British Infantry and a 
proportion of Artillery, determined to attack 
Donabew. He had the profoundest confidence in 
his Europeans — the natives he left behind at 
Panlang. He found Bundoola powerfully en- 
trenched at Donabew with 12,000 men at arms 
ready to annihilate the English. Capturing a 
strong outwork. General Cotton next assaulted 
the central fortification with the 89th Foot. The 
enterprise was beyond his strength. Donabew 
was irresistible. The General immediately re- 
treated to his boats, after destroying the guns and 
arms taken from the enemy, and carried off his 
own stores and artillery. The failure was unfor- 
tunate ; for it compelled Sir A. Campbell to fall 
back on Sarawah, and join General Cotton. 
Donabew lay between. them and the supplies of 
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tlie Army. Anotlier effort to take tlie place was 
worthy of an energetic leader. Sir Archibald 
found that Donabew could not be invested with 
his smaU Force. But it might be besieged in one 
quarter, and the capture of that portion would 
facilitate the destruction of the rest. His guns 
and mortars were placed in position, and the 
attack pressed with vigour. The Burmese, 
flushed with the previous repulse of the English, 
made vigorous sorties by night, and demonstrations 
by day. They forced seventeen elephants carry- 
ing armed men upon the English. The days of 
Pyrrhus and antiquity had come back. The 
Govemor-Generars Body Guard, which constituted 
the best part of Sir Archibald Oampbell*s Cavalry 
strength, were sent against the elephants. The 
horses were terrified ; but the troopers shot down 
the mahouts and the soldiers with their pistols. 
The elephants, bereft of guides, and alarzitied by 
the Body Guard, turned back, and created dis- 
order in the Burmese lines. This momentary 
disappointment did not check Bundoola. He had 
now 15,000 men to oppose to the English. He 
directed the defences in person with unwearied 
activity. Sir Archibald raised more batteries, 
plied his Gongreve rockets vigorously, and one of 
these bursting at the feet of Bundoola, put an end to 
his career and the hopes and confidence of his Army. 
The Burmese fled, panic-stricken. Donabew, with 
all the rich trophies which it contained, was occu- 
pied by the British ; and from that point Sir 
A, Campbell pushed on to Prome, and here the 
Army rested for some months. Major Sale, with a 
small Force, which had been sent to take Bassein, 
had returned to Rangoon, and the place was 
assuming its wonted appearance. Sale then went 
up the Irrawaddy, and joined Campbell. The con- 
duct of the British troops at Prome, and the excel- 
lent restraint which their Commanders imposed on 
the followers, reconciled the people to their presence. 

Negotiations and an armistice followed upon the 
capture of Prome. No permanent advantage fol- 
lowed from it. The demands of the Burmese 
monarch were too insolent and preposterous. He 
evidently had only sought to gain time. He ap- 
pointed a new Commander-in-Chief; he even 
endeavoured to blockade the British in Prome. Sir 
Archibald scoffed at the blockade, and took his 
measures for advancing to Ava. The close of the 
year, 1825 had been reached; the rains had sub* 
sided ; prompt action was indispensable. 

It is unnecessary to describe in detail .what 
followed. The Burmese were found admirably 
posted in some places, and even vanquished a large 
body of Madras Sepoys, unsupported by Euro' 
peam, killing their leader. General McDowell. As 
they prolonged their blockade of Prome, General 
Campbell burst through their lines, and followed 
them to Tsenbike and Napadee. They disputed 



every inch of ground with him ; their hills were 
furrowed with entrenchments, their artillery well 
served, their Infantry resolute. But the heroism 
of the 87th Boyal Insh, which had joined Sir A. 
Campbell ; the dashing conduct of the 4l8t, and 
the admirable dispositions of (General Willoughby 
Cotton, who everywhere and at all times was 
personally foremost in attack, carried alllhe works. 
The 1st and 2nd December, 1825, deserved a white 
stone. On the 3rd, General Cotton followed up 
his successes. Sir A. Campbell moved upon Mel- 
loon. Consternation seized upon the Burmese. 
They had 7,000 men encamped here, and the 
gilded tomb of Bundoola, which rose in the form 
of a pagoda, was believed by them to mark the 
grave of the English, should they ever advance so 
far. But they had no confidence in themselves. 
New negotiations were opened : no reasonable 
terms were offered by the Burmese, or would be 
accepted. Demonstrations were made by the Army 
and the Flotilla. The Burmese failed to escape. 
A second treaty was made by them to save Mel- 
loon. The King did not ratify the treaty. Mel- 
loon was stormed and taken. The advance con- 
tinued, all obstacles overthrown, and a peace 
finally dictated and signed on the 24th February, 
1826, after an interview between some British 
Officers and the King himself had been vouchsafed. 

Thus terminated a war which had cost the lives 
of 8,222 European soldiers and 1,766 Sepoys, and 
many millions of treasure. Errors, which Napier 
has truly said are incidental to all wars, were not 
wanting in the long campaigns of Sir Archibald 
Campbell, but they were more than compensated 
by the ultimate triumphs. No single word upon 
the colours of the 13th, 38th, 4l8t, 44th, 47th, 
87th, and 89th Begiments more distinctly marks 
the wonderful properties of British Infantry, led 
by such men as the late Sir Robert Sale and Sir 
Willoughby Cotton, than *' Ava." It tells the tale 
of two years of patience under suffering, fortitude, 
and the endurance of fatigue and indomitable 
valour in combat.* 

Victories over the enemy had become common 
features of British warfare in the first quarter of 
the present century. We must retrace our steps 
for two or three years to record a special victory 

* The history of the three campaigns in Barmah wh«oco 
the author has derived the information given in the fore* 
goinflT pages, was never published in England, and is oonse* 
quently but little known. Snodgrass's very unsatisfactory 
and unreliable narrative is the only one which found 
favour in the sight of the London booksellers. Whea 
Havelock, some twenty years later, published a work on 
the Expedition to Aflfghanistan, he said, with mingled 
bitterness and modesty, in the Preface : " My former 
efforts as an author had not met with the species of 
reward which is commonly looked for at the present day. 
No enterprising publisher had taken under his auspices 
my 'Memoir of the Three Campaigns.* It had to be 
printed in a distant land. A few Officers of rank, whose. 
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over their Bolf-interest for oonscienoe sake, achieved 
by two British Officers at Malta, in 1823. 

Oaptain Aitchison and Lieatenant Dawson, of 
the Artillery, had been ordered to superintend 
the firing of a salute and the tolling of a bell in 
connexion with the procession of a Boman Catholic 
Saint. Faithful Protestants as they were, they 
felt that the performance of this duty made them 
participators in a species of idolatrous worship, 
and they entreated the Oommanding Officer to 
exonerate them from its execution. He complied 
with their request. Sir Manley Power, who com- 
manded at Malta, reported the case to England, 
and of his own free will discontinued the orders 
for the attendance of Officers at high mass, and 
joining the procession with lighted candles in their 
hands — ^a ceremony , which previous Lieutenant- 
Governors and Staff Officers had unscrupulously 
performed. But the Duke of Wellicgton, as 
Master-General of the Ordnance, caused the two 
Officers to be placed under arrest ; and Sir Thomas 
Maitland, the Commander of the Forces having, 
three months later, issued a General Order 
describing the conduct of Captain Aitchison and 
Lieutenant Dawson as an " unheard-of precedent 
of insubordination," they were tried by Court- 
Martial and dismissed the Service— a most un- 
usual proceeding, se^g that they had been 
performing garrison duty after their alleged con- 
tumacy. The defence having been grounded, how- 
ever, upon the principle that the Garrison Order 
was contrary to British law, H.B.H. the Duke 
of York laid down the dogma, that *' A lawful 
order was any order given by a lawful superior." 

One slight matter of official arrangement 
affecting the soldier will fitly close the chapter 
of events in 1824. 

To secure the soldier the receipt of his pay 
without deduction — other than such as may be 
usual, or from time to time be authorised by Her 
Majesty's Regulations — the Mutiny Act provides 
that the Officer charged with the payment of it is 
liable to be cashiered by Court-Martial if he un- 
lawfully detains the same for one month, or 
refuses to pay it according to Her Majesty's Regu- 
lations. Prior to the Peninsular War, some 
portion of the soldier's pay was given to him 

discernment and oandonr I coald not doubt even in my 
own cause, had characteriaEed the performance as honest and 
faithful ; three Commanders- in-Ohief had spoken favour- 
ably of It to others as welt as myself ; and I have been 
deceived' if, when war was likely to be renewed in the 
Borman empire,*' [Havelook here refers to the subse- 
quent misunderstandings which culminated in an expedi- 
tion in 1852] ** and information regarding it had again 
become valuable, a fourth Oeneral, placed in a situation 
of responsible control, did not find or profess to find in the 
pages of the neglected Lieutenant developments of fact 
and reas<»iing which he had in vain sought in books on 
the same topic that had enjoyed the sunshine of a far 
more brilliant popularity." 



weekly, and the balance at the end of each 
month ; but the Duke of Wellington finding that 
these monthly settlements introduced disorder 
and dissipation, ordered the Infantry soldiers to be 
paid daily. This arrangement was made general 
among the Infantry by the Duke of York by a 
General Order, dated December 24, 1824. At a 
subsequent period the rule was extended to the 
Cavalry, and at the present date the non-commis- 
sioned officers and men (excepting in the Boyal 
Engineers, who are paid weekly) are paid daily in 
the presence of an Officer. 

General Sib Edwabd Paqet resigned the 
command of the Army of India in 1825, after a 
Y^tj short tenure of office. Ill-health, aggra- 
vated by the treatment he experienced from the 
India House authorities, rendered a continuance 
in the command extremely irksome to him. His 
departure was much to be lamented, for his Mili- 
tary talents, his Peninsular services, and his noble 
character cast lustre upon the Indian Army. He 
had had a very uphill task in rendering it effi- 
cient, for his predecessor. Lord Hastings, had not 
paid proper attention to its discipline and reorga- 
nisation after it had done his work in annihilating 
the Mahrattas. Then came the expedition to 
Bnrmah, the equipment of which laid heavy con- 
tributions upon the Commander-in-Chief's time, 
energies, and resources. Finally, the Barrackpore 
mutiny called all the vigour of his character into 
painful action. Happily for him. Sir Edward 
Paget had a most admirable coadjutor in Sir Sam- 
ford Whittingham. That distinguished soldier's 
invaluable sefrvices in Spain procured him the 
appointment of Quartermaster-General of King^s 
troops in India. Sir Edward saw at a glance 
that in Sir Samford he would find an incompa- 
rable Staff Officer, and as Whittingham's generous 
heart led him to grapple worth and ability with 
'* hooks of steel," the two soldiers soon became 
excellent friends, and were, indeed, inseparable. 
The selection made by Sir Edward Paget of an 
aXter ego sufficiently attested the merit of Sir 
Samford as an Officer and a gentleman, and the 
latter left on record impressions of Sir Edward's 
character which composed a glorious epitaph. 
Sir Samford Whittingham called the Commander- 
in-Chief the '* best model of what a man should 
be." He spoke of him as, among his other excel- 
lent qualities, an able, a first-rate negotiator. He 
described his manner as *' reserved, mild, and un- 
assuming — his judgment as clear as it was solid. 
If his temper was naturally violent, he had learnt 
to correct it without in the least diminishing that 
firmness of purpose which never abandoned him 
for a moment. In his mind there were no arrives 
peruSes. His object was always what it appeared 
to be, and the measures he employed simple, 
dear, and honest." 
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OHAPTEE XXXII. 

The State of Bhurtpore — ^Lord Combermere saeeeedB Sir 
Edward Paget in command — The Siege of Bhurtpore — 
The Reconnaissance — Augmentation of the Arm j — Ez- 
tensiye Promotions — Sale of Commissions — The Decean 
Prize — Sir Robert Wilson — Torrens*8 Manceuyree— 
The Case of Colonel Bradlej and Colonel Arthur — 
Flogging in the Army — Despatch of British Troops 
to Portugal — Their Reception at Lisbon. 

Had Lord Amhertft been the veriest gourmand 
for war, the two years which the Army spent in Bar- 
mah might have satisfied his voracious appetjte. 
Few men could claim credit for having witnessed 
the sacrifice of so much blood Bnd treasure in 
oarr3ring out an inevitable policy. But if his 
appetite was appeased, Lord A. was not permitted 
to give himself up to a calm digestion,-^he was 
doomed to a painful satiety. 

The state of Bhurtpore in Upper India was a 
dependency of the British Government. Baldeo 
8ingh, the Bajah, who had only obtained his seat 
by violence, died in 1825. His son, an infant, 
was placed under the regendy of an unde. But 
Doorjan Sal, a cousin of the youth's, put in a 
claim to the regency, gained over the troops by a 
combination of fraud and bribery, and usurped the 
authority, declaring, for the ^e of an uninter- 
rupted tenure of his possession, that he merely 
intended to hold office until the boy was old 
enough to govern for himself. Sir David Ochter- 
lony, the British resident, asked for some security 
for the sincerity of this pledge. Doorjan Sal had 
Falstaff*s repugnance to security. He would as 
lief have had ratsbane put into his mouth. 
Ochterlony would have coerced him had he had 
force enough at his disposal. He urged the 
Government to take the matter up. 

Nothing could be done, however, at that 
moment ; Lord Amherst's hands were full. He 
had one great war to close successfully before he 
ventured upon another. Doorjan Sal construed 
the inaction of the Government into helplessness 
or pusillanimity. He proclaimed himself Bajah 
of Bhurtpore, collected a large body of troops — 
no difficult matter, seeing how many thousands of 
free lances were seeking employment and oppor- 
tunities of plunder — and invited the neighbouring 
Mahratta and Bajpoot states to unite with him in 
opposing the English, should they interfere prac- 
tically on behalf of the heir. Aware that the 
attempt of the great Lord Lake to take Bhurtpore 
early in the century had been a failure, he believed 
that within the walls of the fortress he might 
safely defy any enemies that could come against 
him. The ferment increased. It was obvious 
that several native states would assert their inde- 
pendence, and join the Bhurtpore usurper before a 
British Army oould smite him. The autumn of 
1825 bad arrived ; the season for marching and 



campaigning would soon pass away. Lord Amherst 
saw the necessity for action. He did not any 
longer await the result of the expedition to Bur- 
mi£. He directed that an Army of 27,000 men 
should be assembled without delay, and to this 
formidable force was added a siege train of 112 
guns and 50 field pieces. Bhurtpore was to be 
besieged, and Doorjan Sal hurled from the throne 
he had usurped. 

Sir E. Paget had been succeeded in the India 
command by Lord Combermere — an Officer who 
had flashed his sabre in the faces of the French 
during the whole of the Peninsular War, and 
came to India covered with the honours he had 
80 well deserved. 

Lord Combermere— the Stapleton Cotton of 
Salamanca, Vittoria, and a hundred other fields 
in which the eagles of France had been van- 
quished — was burning for an opportunity of 
effacing the recollection of the mortification he 
had endured in not being permitted to lead the 
Cavalry at Waterloo.* Bhurtpore was destined 
to wipe away past sorrows, and add to his renown 
and his wealth. His Lordship arrived at Calcutta 
in the beginning of October, 1825. By the 5th 
of December he had established his head-quarters 
at Muttra, and found his Army already in a con- 
dition to lake the field. It was a disappointment 
to Major-General Thomas Beynell, O.B., who 
commanded th^ Muttra Division, that he should 
thus be superseded in an achievement on which 
he had set his heart, but he was much too honest 
a soldier to allow the circumstance to damp his 
zeal in the public service. It was an honour to 
serve under such a General as Lord Combermere, 
and General Beynell led his division with genuine 

* In the *Life of Field- Marshal Lord Combermere,' 
penned by his widow, it is broadly stated that Qeorge the 
Fourth, when Prince Regent, had opposed the selection 
of Lord C. from a sentiment of personal piqae. His 
Royal Highness had not forgotten the share which Lord 
C, when Colonel Cotton, had had twenty years preTioosly 
in the dissemination of some little scandal regarding a 
▼isit paid by Mrs Fitaherbert to Brighton. Be this as it 
may, it is certain that the endeavoars of the Dnke of 
Welling^n to obtain the assistance of Lord Combermere 
in the crisis of 1815 were fruitless. He wrote to Lord C. : 
*' I trust Torrens will be able to make arrangements that 
will be satisfactory to yon.** But the Prince Regent pre« 
ferred sending Lord Usbridge. The Duke was much 
displeased. He wrote to Lord Bathurst, " To tell you 
the truth, I am not very well pleased either with the 
manner in which the Horse Guards have conducted them- 
seWes towards me. It will be admitted that the Army is 
not a Tory good one ; and being composed as it is, I 
might have expected that the Generals and Staff formed 
by me in the last war, would have been allowed to come 
to me again ; but, instead of that, I am overloaded with 
people I have never seen before ; and it appears to be 
purposely intended to keep those out of my way whom I 
wished to have." Nevertheless, as we have seen, the 
Generals and Staff proved perfectly efileienfc. Lord 
Uxbridge nobly maintained the character he had woo in 
coTeriog the retreat to Oornnna. 
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ebeeifulness against tlie walls of tHe RajaH. By the 
lOih of Deoember the Anuy had assembled before 
Bhnrtpore. 

The European proportion of the Force was not 
very considerable. There were bat five Begi- . 
ments of white faces and twenty-three of sable 
hue. Bat what the former wanted in number 
they balanced by reputation. The 11th and 16th 
Light Dragoons, the 14th and 59th Foot, and 
the Bengal European Artillery and Infantry, were 
equivalent to double the number of Native Begi- 
ments. Lord Gombermere surveyed his host 
with ineffable pleasure, and set heartily about his 
task. As a Cavalry Officer he was obnoxious to 
the imputation of an inability to lead Armies 
composed of the mixed elements of war. The 
aame absurd idea kept good Artillery and Engi- 
neer Officers in subordinate places until Sir 
Qeorge Pollock and Sir Robert Napier in after 
years dissipated the preposterous notion. It was 
forgotten by British governors that Napoleon was 
an Artillerist. 

If Doorjau Sal remembered Lord Lake's failure, 
he had not perhaps inquired particularly into its 
causes. Lake had scarcely any artillery. Lord 
Gombermere had a siege train of a weight unex- 
ampled in the previous wars in India. He was 
also fortunate in his Engineers. The names of 
Forbes and Anbury will long be remembered in 
connection with the highest efforts of one im- 
portant branch of Military science. It would 
have been well for Doorjan Sal if he had imitated 
the fabled racoon, who descended from his tree 
without giving unnecessaiy employment to the 
Kentucky rifle. The name of Comhemiere should 
have sufficed to deter him from resistance, for 
among a superstitious people that name, as pro- 
nounced by the Hindoos, was synonymous with a 
monster called in Sanscrit the Coombeer, by whom, 
said the soothsayers, Bhurtpore is destined to 
be swallowed up.* 

A large and populous town was encircled by the 
fortifications of Bhurtpore. The enceinte extended 
to nearly eight miles. It was clearly impossible 
to invest so extensive a line with the force at his 
command. Lord Gombermere therefore established 
a chain of works with intervals, directing them 
upon the most assailable points; and that the 
enemy might not fill the vast ditch with water he 
began by detaching a party of Gavabry, Horse 
Artillery, and Infantry to the Mootee Jheel, a 
large lake to the north of the fort, to cut the 
embankments with which Doorjan Sal could have 

* The soothmyers declared that in conaeqnenoe of the 
fonndations of Bhurtpore having been laid daring a meet 
anapidons ooDJnnction of the plaoeta, it could only be 
taken by an aJUgator {Coomheer) who shonld drink np the 
waters of the ditch sarroondiDg the town. In the eyes of 
the natives the prediction was literally fulfllled. 



flooded the fosse. Thus held in check, the 
usurper was left to depend entirely upon the per- 
sonal courage of his followers in defending his 
walls from the assaults of the British* 

Lord Gombermere commenced the siege with 
his battering train, and a huge gap was soon 
visible in one of the bastions. But it was observed 
that the effect of the shot was to pulverise the 
earthen parapets, rendering it perfectly impossible 
for a storming party to obtain a firm footing at 
the breach. Becourse was therefore had to mining. 
This process insured the dislocation of the walls 
in huge masses. Doorjan Sal was made aware of 
the underground operations. He did not at all 
approve of such insidious approaches. They re- 
sembled, he said, the burrowing of moles and 
rabbits, and were unworthy a great Gommander. 
Lord Lake's system would no doubt have pleased 
him better, for Doorjan Sal had no skill in counter- 
mining. Two mines were loaded by the 17th of 
January, and on the morning of the 18th the 
assault took place on two breaches. As the sun 
rose the signal .was made — ^the earth reeled and 
shook, and up went one mine, perhaps one of the 
largest that had ever been sprung intentionally. 
Ten thousand pounds of powder had been em- 
ployed. This explosion was immediately followed 
by another. The 59th, under Major-General 
Jasper NicoUs, attacked the left breach. The 
Begiment gave three ringing cheers, the whole 
column echoed them, and amidst the roar of 
batteries and the triuniphant shouts of thousands 
of gallant men the troops rushed into the storm. 
Half the Goorkha Bifles (a Gorps of little hill-men 
raised after the Nepaul war) sprang over the 
trench to cover the assault ; and the 59th double- 
quick wheeled round the breach, sprang into the 
ditch, and stormed the bastion. The enemy — ^a 
martial tribe— met them and fought desperately 
and nobly. The stormers fell by scores, but after 
a short and terrific confiict the colours of the 59th 
waved over the summit amid the cheers of the 
whole Army. While this was going on, the 14th 
Foot, under Major-General Beynell, stormed the 
right breach. The springing of the mine, the 
pouring out of the troops from the trenches, the 
crowning of the breach, and the planting a little 
red fiag on the lofty bastion which had frowned 
upon the Army for forty days, were the work of a 
moment. A terrible fire met the 14th as they 
wound up the breach. Sternly and steadily 
they advanced. To the spectator the scene was 
one of extreme interest. Major Everard, who 
was leading the Grenadiers of the Begiment, 
reached the summit and waved his sword to his 
comrades below. The feeling was electric. One 
universal shout burst forth from the thousands 
in the trenches and batteries all around. All the 
stormers ruriied forward with the bayonet^ and 
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tbe enemy were seen tumbling from the walls as 
the 14th and the sepoys who followed them swept 
along the ramparts. Bbartpore fell. 

This great aohievement, which gave peace to 
India for seventeen years, was not unattended by 
heavy loss. Brigadier-General Edwards, Captain 
Armstrong of the 14th, and Captain Pitman of 
the 59th, with one hnndred soldiers, were killed 
in the conflict. Foar hundred and sixty-nx were 
wounded. The enemy lost 7,000 men. 

Numerous episodes of an interesting character, 
illustrative of the best attributes of British 
soldiers, diversified the great operation. One of 
these, narrated by an actor in the event, was 
much too interesting to be passed over, even 
though the description may occupy two or three 
columns : 

*' Some few days previous to the assault, a 
report was current in camp that the left breach 
haid been fortified by the enemy in so formidable 
a manner as to render it impregnable. This 
naturally excited some anxiety amongst those 
destined to try the fortune of war at this breach ; 
and although full credit was not given to this 
account of the native spies, it was generally 
believed that the Bhurtporeans had taken advan- 
tage of the ample time allowed them to cut 
trenches inside the breach, or make other defences 
of sufiBoient importance to check the headlong 
onset which should characterise an assault. The 
nature and extent of these defences remained 
unknown until the day preceding the storm, at 
which period Major-General Nicolls, sharing the 
universal desire to ascertain the exact nature of 
the obstacles to be overcome, expressed a wish to 
have the fact determined by actual inspection. 
This could only be effectually done by daylight, 
and by a party either of sufficient strength to 
make good a lodgment, or one so small as to steal 
up a breach unperceived. The latter would of 
course be exposed to imminent danger, but might 
hope, with fortune's favour, to bring back the 
desired information. The distance to be passed 
over in the passage to the breach was totally 
devoid of cover ; the height and difficulty of the 
breach itself rendered it an adventure of extreme 
peril, only to be undertaken by spirits of daring 
boldness and intrepidity. The Generars challenge 
did not remain unanswered; his Aide-de-Camp, 
Captain Churchill, with a noble gallantry which 
every soldier must appreciate, at once volunteered 
to gain this important information or perish in 
the attempt. In pursuance of this intrepid reso- 
lution, he proceeded to the advanced trench, 
where the stalwart Grenadiers of the 59th 
and a party of Goorkhas of the Simoor Battalion 
were on duty. A few words explained to the 
Europeans the nature of the enterprise ; a call 
for volunteers was unnecessary ; the men simul- 



taneously sprang forward, eager to share the 
adventure ; and such is the spirit of the British 
soldier that considerable difficulty was experienced 
in reducing the party to the requisite number. 
Selecting five or six of those nearest to him. 
Captain Churchill proceeded to the zigzag where 
the little Goorkhas, perched like spiders watching 
for ffies, were laudably dissipating the tedious hour 
in the amiable recreation of sniping, and short was 
the grace allowed the unfortunate Jaut (Bajpoot 
soldier) whose curiosity placed his caput within 
range of a Goorkha fnaiL These gallant little 
fellows required no urging ; they met the cadi 
as cheerfully and fearlessly as their Europeair 
brethren in arms ; four or ^^q only were permitted 
to share in the perilous errand. 

** After a short delay, consumed in fixing ffints 
and other necessary precautions, the party, headed 
by Captain Churchill, who had been joined by 
Captain Davidson, of the Bengal Engineers, 8t(de 
quietly out of the trench. It was mid-day, and 
not an object afforded concealment to the intrepid 
party during their progress to the foot of the 
breatch — a distance of fifty yards. The whole of 
this space was enffiaded by a well-manned bastion 
on the left, while the bristling bank of spears and 
bayonets, glittering on the top of the breach, gave 
ample testimony how well it was tenanted. The 
progress of the little party was regarded by their 
comrades in the trench with mixed feelings of ad- 
miration and eager and breathless anxiety. It 
was every moment expected that the slumbering 
foe would arouse himself and settle the fate of the 
little band with a shower of grape. Most for- 
tunately the intervening space was cleared ; half 
the ascent of the breach itself was gained ere they 
were perceived. During the tough struggle over 
the masses of mud and stone, which increased the 
difficulty of the almost perpendicular breach, a 
little Goorkha was observed to spring forward 
and extend his hand to the Engineer Captain, 
who did not disdain the mountaineer's assist- 
ance. A few seconds brought the whole party to 
the summit. The Bhurtporeans were suddenly 
startled, and a tremendous commotion was 
perceptible among them. Doubtless they be- 
lieved it was the head of an attacking column. 
Without allowing them time to recover from their 
surprise, the whole party, at the distance of a 
few yards only, delivered their fire. Allowing 
a few moments for the smoke to dear away, 
the party then took a deliberate survey of the 
interior of the fort, and even had the audacity to 
pelt the enemy with dirt and stones, until the 
Bhurtporeans, shaking off their astonishment, 
rushed forward in a body to punish the temerity 
of the intruders. Their object attained, the 
party now plunged down the breach with the 
rapidity of lightning; an imn^ense rush of 
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Bhnrtporeans followed tliem to the top of the 
breach, and the destruction of the gallant fellows 
seemed inevitable. Their friends in the trenches, 
however, watched their exploit, and covered 
their retreat. The moment the little band 
commenced their descent, two handred muskets 
rose above the parapet of the trench ; the 
first crowd 01 the enemy were literally swept 
from the face of the earth before their levelled 
matchlocks could send the messengers of death. 
Their places were immediately supplied, but 
their successors fell so rapidly before the heavy 
and well-directed fire of the covering party that 
the adventurers, to the surprise, yet the heartfelt 
delight of all, regained the trenches with the 
loss of only one Grenadier, and he, poor fellow ! 
was so near shelter that he literally dropped into 
the trench. The whole affair was of the most 
exciting description. While covering the retreat, 
the party in ^the trenches, scorning conceal- 
ment, stood with half their' bodies above the 
parapet; and when the necessity for the ex- 
posure terminated, the order to cease firing 
and come under cover was obeyed with evident 
reluctance. It was high time, however ; for the 
Bhnrtporeans, exasperated at their own loss, the 
escape of the party, and the impudence of the 
attempt, kept up such a tremendous discharge of 
all arms, matchlock, ginjal, cannon, etc., that for 
two hours not a man's head dare appear above the 
trench unless he designed to have it drilled like a 
cullender. The most mercurial spirits deemed it 
advisable to quietly ensconce themselves with 
their backs to the trench, while bullets incessantly 
rained over their heads. The result of the 
gallant adventure was that Major-General NicoUs 
acquired a knowledge of the enemy's defences. 
They were found to be sufficiently formidable, but 
by no means impregnable ; and British hearts and 
bayonets on the following morning proved the 
correctness of the estimate." 

In this struggle with the Bhurtporeans hand 
grenades were used for the last time. They were 
placed in the hands of ten Grenadiers of the 59th 
Foot. They were not loaded, for General Jasper 
Nicolls had a theory that a grenade with a burn- 
ing fuze had the same moral effect in frightening 
the enemy as a loaded one would have had, while 
the soldier who carried it incurred no risk from 
premature explosion. 

Prize money to the extent of nearly half ^ 
million sterling rewarded the captors of Bhurtpore. 
To the State the advantage of the capture was 
considerable in Augmenting the renown of the 
British name. They had conquered a vast strong- 
hold which had always been supposed, and tmtil 
then proved, to be impregnable. 

Although the close of the siege of Bhurtpore 
finds tiB in 1826, some oircomstances of interest 



connected with the British Army transpired in 
1825 which justify a retrospect. 

Early in the year, in consequence of some 
insurrections in the West Indies, the Duke of 
York managed to obtain an augmentation of the 
Army to the extent of two companies in each 
Begiment. Lord Bathurst, the Secretary for War, 
directed that 250 Officers should be taken from the 
half-pay list. The Duke of York urged the 
justice of promoting a number of old Officers 
whose advancement had been slow through the 
accidents of service and the peculiarities of the 
purchase system. But Lord Bathurst resisted 
the remonstrance, and the Duke of York yielded 
the point. Nevertheless, sixteen Majors of an aver- 
age service of fifteen years were promoted to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonelcies without purchase ; twenty-two 
Captains, whose service averaged twenty-six 
years, attained Majorities on the same terms ; a 
great many of the Benior Lieutenants obtained 
companies without purchase. No interest, no 
claims to special consideration, were permitted to 
interfere with this liberal arrangement. The 
only exception was in favour of a Lieutenant 
who had commanded his Begiment at the battle 
of Waterloo after all his seniors had been placed 
hoT8 ds combat A large number of Ensigncies were 
gazetted, and three -fourths of these commissions 
were conferred on the sons or other relations of 
old Officers, or upon deserving non-commissioned 
officers. 

At the same time vrith the issue of the orders 
giving effect to the above, a Begulation was passed 
for the sale of retired full-pay and half-pay com- 
missions. One clause ran thus : '' In order to 
avoid the possibility of communication between 
the parties, the purchaser will be simply directed 
to lodge his money for his promotion to the higher 
commission, the seller being afterwards selected 
by the Commander-in-Chief from the lists regis- 
tered in His Boyal Highness's office ; nor will any 
other than an wicondttUmal resignation, nor any 
application which adverts to any expected vacancy, 
be admitted.*' This utterly prevented the collu- 
sion which enables a seller to demand and forces 
a purchaser to pay a sum beyond the regulated 
price of a commission. No person was permitted 
to sell who had passed his sixtieth year; nor 
unless he had purchased, or had served twenty 
years on the whole, if a Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Major, or Captain ; fifteen years if a Lieutenant, 
and twelve year^ if an Ensign. The general 
arrangement was limited to Officers actually on 
the half -pay or the retired lists, and all parties 
were required to arrive at a decision within one 
year from the promulgation of the rule. But in 
the following year the Commander-in-Chief issued 
an order allowing Officers to sell their half-pay 
commissionB to Officers of an inferior rank cm 
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/ttZZ-pa^^-an arrangfement whicH excited the 
special ire of Mr Joseph Hume, a Member of 
the House of Commons, who had recently come 
into notice as an active financial reformer. 

The Begolation which enabled the Dake of York 
to effect so extensive a promotion was passed late 
in April* 1825. One month later an immense 
Brevet rewarded upwards of one hundred other 
Officers^ twenty-eight of whom were old Captains ; 
and twenty-two Lieutenant-Colonels were ap- 
pointed Aides-de-Camp to the King — a mark of 
distinction which carried with it the Brevet rank 
of Colon eL Among those men thus deservedly 
advanced were Bobert Dick, who had fought with 
the 42nd Highlanders at Quatre Bras and 
Waterloo; Alexander Dickson, whose artillery 
service was beyond all praise; G^rge Napier, 
who lost his arm in the breach at Ciudad Bodrigo; 
Lord 8altoun, who kept Hougomont with his 
detachment of Guards, in spite of the French; 
Ulysses Burgh, Scovell, and Hercules Pakenham. 

June, 1825, revived the subject of the Deccan 
prize. The captors complained of the delay which 
had taken place in its distribution. Lieutenant* 
Colonel Fitzsimon petitioned the House of Com- 
mons to accelerate the action of the Treasury, 
and was then informed that the delay had arisen 
from the fact of the booty having been taken out 
of the general law of prize, thereby causing a par- 
ticular appeal to the Lords of the Treasury on 
behalf of the Marquis of Hastings. Doctor Lush- 
ington imputed the delay to the Duke of Welling- 
ton and Mr Arbuthnot, the trustees. The Duke, 
according to Dr L., had shown " great contempt 
and disregard," and sent "impudent letters in 
answer to Sir Thomas Hislop, one of the rival 
claimants, contrary to all precedent." 

A more agreeable event diversified the discus- 
sions in the House of Commons. Mr Abercromby 
brought the case of General Sir Bobert WOson 
before the House. Sir Bobert was held in so 
much real respect by the members for his talents, 
his eloquence, and his high character — the " tenor 
of his whole life had reflected equal honour upon 
himself and his country " — and it was hoped that 
the testimony of the whole House frankly and 
freely expressed would lead to his restoration to 
the Army. Mr Littleton, Lord Wm. Bentinck, 
Mr Brougham, Mr W. Lamb, and several others 
gave utterance to a similar sentiment. There was 
not a dissentient. 

Li January, 1826, a Treasury decree awarded 
to the Marquis of Hastings, as Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army, prize-money in all those cases 
in which Sir Thomas Hislop was not entitled to 
share in the «amd capacity. The inquiry into the 
claim which led to the decree was caused by dis- 
cussions arising out of the difference between the 
itctual drcumstanees attending the capture of a 



large proportion of the booty, and those assumed 
at the hearing in January, 1823. 

Sir Henry Torrens's manoeuvres have been 
adverted to incidentally in a previous page. These 
jnanoauvres appeared to the Duke of York so 
great an improvement upon the field exercise 
thitherto in use that non-commissioned officers 
from all the Begiments of the, Line were ordered 
up to London to be practised in the evolutions by 
the drill-serjeants of the Guards. By the middle 
of March they were reported to have reached the 
requisite perfection. The Duke of York attended 
a parade especially ordered to test the results of 
the practice, and His Boyal Highness was so well 
pleased with the manoeuvres that the non-com- 
missioned officers went back to indoctrinate their 
several Corps. 

A right of appeal to the House of Commons 
from any irregularities, oppressions, Ul^alities, 
&c., on the part of the Horse Guards is vested in 
every Officer in the British Army ; but it is one 
of those privileges which require to be exercised 
with great delicacy and prudence, for authority 
always has its friends and supporters in the House 
of Commons, and failure is final. It is to the 
credit of successive Commanders-in-Chief of the 
Army that so few appeals have ever been found 
to be well grounded. The ignorance and- perti- 
nacity of aggrieved parties too often lead them 
into false conclusions and misrepresentations, 
which turn the tables completely upon them. A 
case of this nature occurred in the year under 
review. Colonel Bradley addressed a petition to 
the House of Commons pleading that in the year 
1819 the Begiment of Colonel Arthur, the senior 
Officer in command at Honduras (a dependency 
subordinate to the Government at Barbadoes), 
had been disbanded, and that consequently that 
Officer being no longer effective could not con- 
tinue to hold the office of " Superintendent," 
which devolved necessarily on the next in senio- 
rity. Colonel Bradley himself. Colonel Arthur 
had, however, refused to resign, upon being called 
upon to do so by Colonel Bradley, on the ground 
that he had been appointed to the office so far 
back as 1814 by General Fuller, who commanded 
at Barbadoes, and had continued to perform its 
duties, notwithstanding that his Begiment^ then 
the 7th West India, was reduced in 1816. 
Colonel Bradley persisting in his claim. Colonel 
Arthur referred the subject to a Committee of 
Officers and civilians, and appointed a day for its 
examination. Colonel Bradley refused to attend 
the meeting. Hereupon he was placed in arrest^ 
and the subject was reported to the Horse Gtiarda. 
The Duke of York decreed that Colonel Bradley's 
conduct had been highly improper and extremely 
inconsistent, according to his own representations ; 
and by the Duke's advice the King commanded 
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that the name of Colonel Bradley aihonld be stnick 
oat of the 'Army List.' Oolonel B., on his return 
to England, brought an action against Colonel 
Arthur for detaining him in arrest, and obtained 
lOOL damages. In the course of the trial he 
imprudently charged Sir Henry Torrens and Sir 
Herbert Taylor with misrepresentations of which 
they could not possibly have been guilty, for two 
more upright soldiers did not exist. Mr Hume 
presented Oolonel Bradley's petition to the House^ 
but after the whole of the matter had been fairly 
ventilated, he deemed it adyisable to withdraw 
the petition altogether. 

Mr Hume, bidding for popularity— of which he 
afterwards, and deservedly, obtained a lai^ge share 
^-moved the abolition of flogging in the Army 
in 1826, and again in 1827. There were not 
wanting, even at that time, many opponents of 
the practice, but they naturally deferred to the 
opinions of the Military men who had served for 
some years, and were well acquainted with the 
peculiar composition of the Army. Qeneral Duff 
weut so far as to say that it were as '' easy to 
chain the north wind as to manage British sol* 
diers without the aid of corporal punishment. It 
was tfo degradation. He had known men die at 
the head of their Begiments who hid at one time 
been subjected to the lash." The best justifica- 
tion, perhaps, that could have been offered for 
the continuance of flogging rested on the assump- 
tion that in no other way could an impression be 
made upon the heart of the offenders. There 
were some men of so low a character of mind 
that all appeals to their morale — ^their sense of 
honour — their professional pride — ^were utterly 
thrown away. Nothing but physical torture 
could bring them to a sense of their duty. And 
it would have been well if such persons could 
have been handed over to the civil powers, and 
dismissed the Service rather than suffered to wear 
the jacket they disgraced. But, unfortunately, 
too many — after costing the country a great deal 
of money in bounties, necessaries, and the pay 
they had ec^msely earned — would have availed 
themselves of the opportunity of escaping their 
obligations by committing the very crimes which 
must have led to their dismissal. It was neces- 
sary, therefore, to hold by the lash until the 
march of education, and the improvement of 
morals among the classes whence recruits were 
drawn, should justify its abrogation and the sub- 
stitution of a less degrading punishment. 

Two sets of Begulations sheeting the welfare 
of the families of deceased Officers were issued 
in June 1826, under the Boyal Sign Manual — 
the one establiahed rules for governing the grants 
of annual allowances, as of the Boyal bounty to 
the widows, and in certain special cases to the 
mothers or sisters^ of Officers of the Land Forces 



who had lost their lives in the Service— -the other 
Begulation directed the government of the grants 
of allowances on the Compassionate List to the 
legitimate children of deceased Officers. 

Warlike symptoms disturbed for a moment the 
apprehensions of the British public at the dose of 
1826. 

According to our old treaties with Portugal, the 
spirit and understanding of which were concen- 
trated and preserved in the Treaty of Vienna, 1815, 
Portugal had a right to look for assistance from 
Great Britain, whenever her territory should be 
invaded by Spain and France, or either of those 
Powers. In 1826 there was a rebellion in 
PortugaL Bands of rebels, armed, equipped, and 
trained in Spain, had crossed the Spanish frontier, 
carrying terror and devastation into their own 
country, and prochaming sometimes Ferdinand 
of Spain, sometimes the brother of the reigning 
Sovereign of Portugal, and sometimes a Spanish 
Princess, as the rightful occupant of the Portu- 
guese throne. That throne had become vacant 
by the demise of John VL He was succeeded by 
Dom Pedro, the Emperor of Brazil ; - but as the 
constitution of Brazil had provided that the 
Imperial crown should never be united on the 
same head with that of the Monarch of the mother 
country, Dom Pedro had to choose between the 
sovereignty of the European and the South 
American part of the dominions of the House of 
Braganza. Preferring the latter, he resigned his 
European crown to his infant daughter, and ap- 
pointed a liberal Regency during her minority. 
This arrangement did not include Dom Miguel, 
the Emperor s brother. Dom Miguel immediately 
used his influence over the Military to induce 
them to desert across the frontier, whence they 
came back in open and armed rebellion against 
the monarchy. The Regency, which had given a 
constitution to the Portuguese, applied to England 
for aid. The application met with immediate 
acquiescence, and in the rapidity with which the 
troops were despatched the nation was presented 
with an. exemplification of the readiness with 
which its Army can march to the field, 
at a moment's notice, when called upon. On 
Friday, the 7th of December, the Qovemment 
received intimation of the necessity for sending 
troops to the assistance of Portugal, On Saturday 
the Cabinet met, and came to the determination 
to send them. On Sunday the King gave his sanc-i 
tion to the measure. On Monday the authority of 
Parliament was sought and obtained ; and on 
Tuesday, the 11th of December, the troops were on 
their march to embark. Five thousand men (the 
Guards, the 10th and 11th Foot, and other Corps) 
were sent, under the command of Genel-al Sir W, 
Clinton. Mr Canning sketched the causes and 
progress of the steps taken by the Government in 
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a luminoiiB speecli on tlie I2fcli December, and in 
lesB than a fortnight the transports entered the 
harbour of Lisbon. The people received them 
with the strongest demonstrations of joy. The 
course of events did not render it necessary that 
they should take an active part in hostilities ; but 
their presence was of the highest utility, not only 
in securing the tranquillity of the capital, but 
in forcing on the rebels the conviction that, what- 
ever might be their partial successes at first, there 
was a point beyond which they would not be 
allowed to advance. It was no slight proof of the 
cordiality with which the visit of the British 
troops was hailed, that the Begency issued a 
decree prohibiting all persons with whom they 
might deal from taking advantage of their igno- 
rance for the purpose of cheating them. 



CHAPTER XXXIIL 

DMth and Oharaoter of the Duke of Tork->-The Office of 
Commander-in-Chief in Abeyanoe — ^The Duke of Wel- 
lington Commander in -Chief — DiBtribution of the 
Deccan Prise — Mr Hume's Economiee — Perkins' Steam 
G on— Commutation of Half pay — ^The Teomanry re- 
modelled — Wound Pensions — Army Chaplains — Muti- 
lation — Soldiers' Books — Death of George the Fourth. 

' On the 5th of January, 1827, His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of York, the Commander of the 
British Land Forces, died, " to the great grief of 
His Majesty and all the Boyal Family," to which 
might have been added, in all truth, the grief of 
the whole of the British Army. His Boyal High- 
ness had been seized with an attack of dropsy in 
June, 1826. In the following September he was 
tapped, and some hopes were entertained that his 
strong constitution would survive the attack. But 
neither nature nor the practised skill of the most 
able Medical Officers availed aught against the 
inroads of the disorder. He succumbed after an 
illness of seven months. To the last the illus- 
trious Commander-in-Chief possessed the use of 
his faculties, and employed them in the discharge 
of his official duties. His interest in the welfare 
of the Army was at no time weakened by the 
pressure of bodily disease or pain. General Sir 
Herbert Taylor, the Military Secretary, found 
him suffering acutely when he took the Duke the 
secret instructions of the Foreign Minister regard- 
ing the embarkation of the troops for Portugal 
towards the middle of December ; but he drew up 
the heads of the Military arrangements with his 
own hand, and he gave all the directions arising 
out of them to the Adjutant-General and the 
Quartermaster-General.* " This at all times," 

* Sir Robert Peel said that the last words he heard the 
Duke utter were, " I wish that the country could compare 
the state of the Brigade which was to land in Lisbon in 
1827, with that whioh landed at Ostend in 1794." 



wrote Sir Herbert, '' had been the case, fils 
Boyal Highness had been at the head of the Army 
for thirty-two years. All those who had been 
employed in the office of Military Secretary, as 
well as the other heads of Departments, enjoyed 
the Duke's confidence, and exerted themselves to 
fulfil their duties satisfactorily. But the merit 
of rescuing the Army from its impaired condition, 
of improving, establishing, and maintaining its 
S3rstem ; of introducing that administration of it 
in principle and in every detail which has raised 
the character of the British Service and promoted 
its efficiency, belonged exclusively to His Boyal 
Highness. The work was progressive, but his 
attention to it, his able superintendence of it, were 
constant. He guided and directed the labours of 
those subordiuate to him ; their task was executive. 
He gave the impulse to the whole machinery, and 
kept the wheels in motion ; and to him, I repeat^ 
the credit is due." 

This was the testimony of a confidential Mili- 
tary adviser and trustworthy Aide who had enjoyed 
the friendship of the Duke for many years. But 
the sentiment of regret was universal The Duke 
was warmly and deservedly beloved in private 
society ; he was cheerful, affable, open, brave, and 
generous — a steady and candid friend, grateful for 
kindnesses, inviolable in his promises, placable in 
his few resentments, humane and compassionate to 
all whose distresses he had the means of relieving. 
"No man of his high rank since the days of 
Henry IV. of France," said one of his biographers, 
" had ever conciliated more personal attachments 
or retained them longer." From every pulpit in 
the United Kingdom the voice of lamentation and 
of eulogium was heard, for the Duke had avowed 
himself in the House of Lords an earnest diampion 
of the union of Church and State. But his per- 
sonal virtues more than his political opinions were 
the favourite themes of posthumous praise. " None 
can justly appreciate," said the Bev. £. T. Gregory, 
speaking of the Duke's kindness and condescen- 
sion, "those attributes of' the lamented and 
august personage who have not witnessed their 
exercise. No haughty, fear-inspiring pomp or 
silent, sullen state environed him. Accessible to 
all, he was a model to the great ; for the meanest 
might approach this son and brother of Kings, 
this heir to a throne— this Chief of our Armies ! 
It required not crosses or titles to recommend a 
soldier to his favour ; and the humble sentinel 
who paced our lines was equally certain, not 
merely of justice, but of attention and regard 
with the General who directed the fierce assault, 
and shared his glory in the well-contested battle ; 
and to this feeling, buoyant in the mind of each 
individual in the British ranks of whatever degree, is 
many a laurel in Britannia's chaplet to be traced.*' 

A public funeral, and a monument oontigaous 
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io the scene of iHe Dake's nsefol laboars, orowned 
the demonstrations of national regret at the loss 
occasioned by his death. 

The office of Commander-in-Chief remained in 
abeyance for some months after the death of the 
Duke of York. It was the wish of George the 
Fourth to have resumed the command in person. 
From this, however, His Majesty was dissuaded, and 
the duty was performed entirely by the Secretary 
at War, Lord Palmerston. The Adjutant-General 
did, indeed, issue a Circular to the Army in His 
Majesty's name some time in January, 1827 ; but 
Lord Palmerston intimated to him that, when 
there was no Commander-in-Chief, it was the 
duty of the Secretary at War to promulgate the 
Orders of the Crown to the Army, and the King 
ratified this understanding. 

On the 22nd of August, 1827, the King, by 
letters patent, appointed the Dctee of Wslungton 
Commander of the Forces. By his services, his 
rank, and his vast Military talents, the conqueror 
of Napoleon had established the clearest title to 
the high honour. It temporarily severed his 
Grace from political life, for it had been found 
that the just exercise of the important Military 
trust was incompatible with a dependence upon 
ministerial arrangements. The Duke of Welling- 
ton was not by any means so accessible to the 
Officers as the Duke of York; but, in the 
appointment of Lord Fitzroy Somerset to the post 
of Military Secretary at the Horse Guards, a 
guarantee was afforded that the most perfect 
courtesy and consideration would mark the recep- 
tion of every visitor and appellant. Lord Fitzroy, 
it was commonly observed, had the art of saying 
'* No '* with so good a grace that it was even a 
pleasure to be refused an application. 

The year 1828 was replete with interest to the 
Officers entitled to share in the Deccan prize. It 
was decreed that the Commander-in-Chief should 
receive 44,201Z., and the residue was apportioned 
to the different ranks upon the usual principle, 
Lieutenant* Generals receiving 1,984Z. 12s. lOd. ; 
Major-Generals, 1,488Z. 9s. 8d. ; Colonels, 59dZ. ; 
Lieutenant-Colonels, 3572. ; Majors, 238^. ; Cap- 
tains, 119Z. ; Subalterns, 59Z. 10s. ; and so on to 
the private, whose toils, dangers, and privations were 
rewarded with nLnetoen shillings and iewpence. 
The extraordinary disparity between the receipts 
of the General-in-Chief, who is generally out of 
harm's way in a siege, and the soldier who exposes 
life and limb on the deadly breach appears very 
great ; but no attempt has yet-been made to show 
why " the sum of Uis should be given to him who 
had too little." No amount appears to be too 
heavy to recompense moral and official responsi- 
bility, while personal risk is decreed to be suffi* 
ciently compensated by a miserable fraction of 
spoiL It is anomalous at the best. 



Sir Henry Torrens followed his Boyal Chief to 
the tomb in 1828. He left a name of honour to 
the nation, and a son, who 'afterwards acquired a 
Military renown only inferior to his father's 
because he had less time allowed him by the 
accidents of war to work his way to preferment. 

This was not the only Military incident of 
importance. The Duke of Wellington having 
become First Jiord of the Treasury and Prime 
Minister, he resigned the command of the Army 
to G^eneral Lord Hill. Mr Hume continued his 
persevering efforts in the cause of reform, when* 
ever financial questions afforded him a chance of 
denouncing expenditure ; but when the Army 
Estimates came to be discussed in 1828, he com- 
mitted a flagrant piece of injustice in anathema- 
tising all the Military Governors of the Colonies. 
" He would have been glad to have seen them all 
displaced." It has been well said that no profit 
whatever is to be obtained from history unless the 
historian can make himself a contemporary, and 
see things not as they appear after the lapse of 
years, but as they appeared at the moment to the 
men responsible for action. The individual who 
traces these lines was contemporaneous with Mr 
Hume and all the Military Governors of the time ; 
and he is at a loss to point to a single instance of 
the incapability which aroused &e ire of the 
worthy economist. Later years, with theu^ atten- 
dant experience, fortified public opinion in favour 
of Military Governors. They have invariably 
been found among the wisest and most peacefid 
rulers of distant dependencies. 

Scientific inventions in connection with the art 
of war are entitled to respect, even if they are 
never brought into operation. They are often the 
forerunners of more practical appliances. A Mr 
Perkins, at the period under treatment, intro- 
duced a piece of ordnance of the calibre of a 
4 -pounder, to be discharged by high-pressure 
steam. The length of the barrel was six feet, 
and the diameter of the bore three inches. Steam 
apparatus was attached to the gun calculated of 
sufficient strength to generate steam of 100 
atmospheres, or 840 or 900 lbs. to the square 
inch, which is greater than the force of gun- 
powder. Wonderful and varied, however, as are 
the uses of steam, Mr Perkins did not succeed in 
convincing the authorities that his apparatus was 
preferable to the old-fashioned form of projection ; 
and, writing at a distance of forty years from the 
date of the invention, we cannot find that it 
formed the basis of any other project in which 
the agency of steam was employed. 

Military affairs were not quite stagnant in 
1828. A Finance Committee took into consider- 
ation the expediency of having local troops in the 
Colonies. The measure was opposed by the most 
experienced Generals, on the ground that it was 
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utterly prejadicial both to the lueftiliiMB of the 
Corps fpr Colonial defence and to co-operate with 
the general Army. The Duke of Wellington was 
strongly against the proposal He contended that 
mutinies might arise among the Officers of the 
garrison which would deprive the Sovereign of a 
part of his dominions, and that that would be a 
very terrible and disgraceful mode of losing the 
possession of territory. 

After the war with France, which dosed with 
the operati<»8 in 1815, a large number of young 
Officers, some of whom had never served, and 
others for one year only, were placed on half -pay 
on the reduction of the Army. The Secretary at 
War in 1828, General Sir Henry Hardinge, con- 
sidering it very prejudicial to the public interests 
that so -many young men with good lives should 
be drawing public money without affording an 
equivalent, offered them the option of either 
serving in the Army on vacancies occurring, or 
commuting their half-pay by receiving the regu- 
lation price of their commissions. Eight hundred 
and fifty-seven half-pay Officers accepted the 
proposal to commute. 

With the remodelling of the Yeomanry the 
Military transactions of 1828 appear to have ter- 
minated. That force was constituted in 1761, 
and at the outbreak of the Revolutionary War 
Mr Pitt brought in a Bill to augment it, as a body 
of Cavalry, to 20,000 men (the Yeomen of Eng- 
land). The Officers wero chiefly noblemen and 
gentlemen. The Act creating the Force required 
that upon invasion, or any rebellion or insurrec- 
tion arising out of or existing on invasion, the 
Yeomanry of each county, on the summons of the 
Lord-Lieutenant, are bound to assemble in their 
own county or other agreed district of service, and 
to march to any part thereof, and to continue on 
service until a Boyal Proclamation shall declare 
the enemy defeated or the rebellion suppressed. 
Volunteering, they might, with the approbation 
of the Government, improve themselves in Mill* 
tary exercises, n^rch to and act within the county 
and adjacent counties, and aid in the suppression 
of riots or tumults. The Yeomanry had fulfilled 
all these duties when desired, and since they had 
been found, as Cavalry, of great use in aiding the 
flivil magistracy in the performance of police 
duties, their further services were secured by the 
^t passed in 1828. But in those districts where, 
from the experience of the ten antecedent years, 
there was little reason to apprehend disturbance, 
the Yeomanry Corps were disbanded, with an ex? 
pres&ion of ]^ Majesty's approval of the seal and 
patriotism i^niformly displayed by them since 
their establishment under the pressure of war, 
and with permission to the Officers to retain the 
rank and honours ^longing to tjieir respectire 
Commissions. 



At the instance of the same IWmce Committee 
as that referred to above, a Warrant was issued 
by Sir Henry Hardinge on the 14th of November, 
1829, requiring all Officers in receipt of wound 
pensions to submit themselves to re-examination, 
in order that it should be determined whether 
their condition continued such as to justify the 
receipt of the pension. This was conceived in a 
very narrow spirit. Long suffering may have 
disqualified an Officer from seeking and following 
any business which might have been his resource 
through life, and although the wound which esta- 
blished his title to the pension may have healed, 
its effects probably continued to be felt. 

As recruitiog proceeded . rather slowly, a Boyal 
Warrant, dated the 29th March, authorised the 
Secretary at War to raise men for the Cavalry and 
Lif entry by beat of drum. This process consists 
in the issue of " Beating Orders " to the Colonels of 
Begiments, which orders are to them a sufficient 
order and authority '' as well as to all magistrates, 
justices of the peace and constables, and all other 
civil officers who may be required to assLst in pro- 
viding quarters, impressing carriages, and other- 
wise as there shall be occasion." 

"Bo far back as 1662, certain provisions had been 
made by the Gk>vemment of King Charles the 
Second for the religious education of the soldiers. 
A Chaplain was attached to each Regiment, and 
the Articles of War prescribed that he should 
read the Common Prayers of the Church of 
England daily to the soldiers or lose a day*s pay. 
He was also to preach as often '' as with con- 
venience should be thought fit.'* When, four 
years later, war with France was inmiinent, the 
Articles enjoining the *' duties to Gk>d " were 
more specific, but ten years later the daily ser- 
vice had dwindled to a weekly operation. Marl- 
borough was strict as to the performance of Divine 
Service in the field, and especially on the eve of a 
battie. Still, the religious feeling in the Army 
became feebler every day, and the Chaplains them- 
selves deteriorated so much under a ^ purchase 
system which enabled many inefficient men to pay 
the Colonels for their offices, that in 1748 addi- 
tional Articles of War were introduced providing 
for their punishment. Absence without leave 
subjected them to a Court-Martial, and proved 
drunkenness was followed by their dischaige. Ln 
addition to the Begimental Chaplains, Garrison 
Chaplains were appointed by the Crown, who per- 
formed the religious duties to the troops when 
away from their ^Begimental Chaplains ; and when 
soldiers were distributed in billets the parochial 
clergy ministered to their spiritual wants. This 
distribution of the troops minimized the duties 
of the Begimental Chaplains, who consequently 
absented themselves perpetually on' leave ; and 
when Begin^ents were ordered on Service abeo- 
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iaiely xef ased to accompany them, on the plea tliat 
-when they purchased their commissions* it was 
stipulated that personal service should not be 
exacted of them, if they chose to forfeit their pay 
or provide a deputy. To remedy the state of thmgs 
which arose out of the latitajie thus enjoyed by the 
OhaplainB, an Order went forth in 1796 for the 
appointment of a Ohaplain-General, and the re- 
formation of the system of appointing Ohaplalns 
to the Forces ; but the new arrangement was 190 
penurious in its character that few self-respecting 
men could be got to accept the appointments. 
Thus armaments went forth in which the religious 
element was only conspicuous by its absence. 
Abercromby could not get a single Chaplain to 
accompany the expedition to the West Indies ; 
Sir James Craig on his expedition to the Cape, in 
1805, had but one Chaplain to afford religious 
instruction and comfort to 4,000 men ; Lord 
Gathcart, when he went to the North, had one 
Chaplain to 14,000 men ; and Baird, with 4,000 
men, was totally unattended by any clergyman. 
The Duke of York was shocked at the destitution 
of religious ud in the Army, and, to his honour, 
in 1806, he addressed a powerful remonstrance to 
the Secretary at War. He urged the appointment 
of an efficient Chaplain to every Brigade, and, 
with the view of' rendering the appointments 
objects of competition with gentlemen who, by 
their example and precept, might most effectually 
promote a due regard for religion and morality, 
which His Boyal Highness truly called " the best 
foundation of the discipline of the Army and, in 
the soldier's mind, the most powerful and resolute 
discharge of his duty," the Duke recommended 
that the Chaplains should receive the pay of a 
Major of Infantry. Nothing more^same of this, 
and subsequent applications and remonstrances, 
than the abolition of Garrison Chaplains and the 
substitution of Staff Chaplains; and when the 
war with France terminated, the religious super- 
intendence of the troops fell gradually into the 
bands of the parochial clergy, rendering the office 
of Chaplain-Gtoeral so unnecessary that, in the 
year which our history has reached (1829), the 
office of Chaplain-Gbneral was abolished. 

Bad and discontented soldiers who had not 
served the period for which they enlisted, and 
were apprehensive of the consequenoes of deser- 
tion, had frequently resorted t<5 the practice of 
maiming themselves or counterfeiting incurable 
disorders. This practice had reached a great 
height among the Europeans of the local Corps in 
In^Sa, and it was also rife in the British Army, 
in New South Wales the men would actually 
commit crimes in order ' to become convicts. To 
oheck the practice among the Boyal troops, a 
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clause was introduced into the Articles of War of 
1829, which compelled the- self-maimed men to 
remain with their Regiment and perform the 
duties of scavengers. A Commanding Officer 
having complained that he had in his Corps six 
or seven of these maimed men who were a dead 
weight and a disgrace, the Commander-in-Chief 
directed him to keep them as long as they lived, 
as a warning to others, and impose upon them all 
kinds of irksome fatigue duties. It should be said, 
however, that in April, 1829, limited enlistments 
were altogether discontinued. The men, there- 
fore, having no termination to their service to look 
to until they were disabled by age, sickqess, or 
wounds, resorted to mutilation as the only means 
of obtaining their discharge. 

But the Government of the day was not insen- 
sible to the soldiers' interests. Sir Henry Har- 
dinge was peculiarly solicitous that everything in 
relation to his pay should be scrupulously attended 
to, and with this object ever present to his mind 
he procured the insertion, in the Articles of War 
of 1829, of a rule that the soldier should be pro- 
vided with a book (which acquired the appellation 
of '* Tommy Atkins ") in which his age, the date 
of his enlistment, and the state of his accounts 
should be shown. 

Excepting that the 6th Begiment of Foot 
received permission to wear a red and white 
feather in lieu of the simple white feather it had 
hitherto worn as a mark of peculiar distinction, 
and that Generals Sir David Baird and Sir H. 
Clinton died, the year 1829 was utterly barren of 
Military occurrences beyond those registered 
above. The official mind, like the public mind, 
was engrossed by the settlement of the great 
question of Catholic Emancipation. The mighty 
Captain who had so often routed England's 
external foes achieved a victory of surpassing 
interest and importance over a bigotry which had 
for a century and a half been prolific of injustice 
to some millions of British subjects. His Grace 
the Duke of Wellington dreaded a rebellion more 
than an act of grace of a levelling tendency, and 
boldly advised lus Sovereign to cast aside his fears 
for the stability of Protestantism, and dispense 
with tests and oaths which fettered the conscience 
and impeded the exercise of loyalty. The 
Catholics were '' emancipated " in 1829.* 

In June, 1830, died King George the Fourth. 
He was succeeded by his brother William, Duke 
of Clarence, whose early life had been passed in 

* One of the resalta of the heats engendered by the 
Oatholio controversy was a dael between the Duke of 
Wellington and the Earl of Winchelsea. The latter 
nobleman was one of the pillars of the oombination of 
«• Oharch and State.** Indulging in some reflectioiis on 
the coarse taken by the iUnstrions Field-Marsha)^ a meet- 
ing was ammged and shots were exchanged, without 
either of the parties to the foolish contest. 
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the NaTy. Th6 dtoib of the ooe SoToreign who 
had latterly secluded himself from hit sabjects, 
and the advent of one comparatiyely but little 
known, was prodactive neither of regret nor 
enthusiasm, althoagh the Court language adapted 
to such occasions announced the existence of both 
emotions. Sir Bobert Peel, the Prime Minister, 
said, on moving an address in answer to a 
message from the new King, *' That* principle of 
the Constitution which forbids the possibility 'of 
there being any suspension or interruption of the 
exercise of the regal power makes it necessary 
that we should unite the discordant and strongly 
contrasted topics of condolence on the death of 
the late Sovereign, His Majesty's brother, and of 
congratulation on His Majesty's accession." 

In the same year with the death of Qeorge the 
Fourth the Duke of Cumberland resigned the 
Colonelcy of the' Blues. Up to that time the 
sole command of the Household Brigade had been 
vested in the Gold Stick, an ofiSce held by the 
Golonela of each of the three Begiments in rota- 
tion. But that authority was now transferred to 
the office of the Commander-in Chief, and the 
Household Brigade was placed on the same foot- 
ing with the rest of the Army« Upon the pro- 
mulgation of the order making the transfer, the 
Duke of Cumberland resigned. " Gold Stick had 
become a mere Court office, which, as a Prince 
of the blood Boyal, His Boyal Highness could 
not hold — ^nor was it compatible with his rank as 
the eldest Field-Marshal but one in the Service to 
receive the orders of an Officer junior to himself." 
The Colonelcy was given to General Lord HilL It 
was a prize worthy of the ambition of any Officer of 
position. In the * Memoirs of the Beign of Wil- 
liam the Fourth and Victoria,' by the Duke of 
Buckingham and Chandos, there are a good many 
letters from a distinguished Cavalry Marquis, in 
which a great deal of irritability is apparent^ that 
the Colonelcy of the Horse Gkiards was not 
bestowed upon himself when a vacancy subse- 
quently ocourxed. 



OHAPTEB XXXIV. 

WilliAm the Fourth— His Military ProcliviUes—MUiUury 
Literatare — Captain Ghesney's EzploratioDS — The 
Euphrates Expedition — Commutation of Oat- Pensions 
—Widows' Pensions — Riots — Oonrt-Martial on Colonel 
Brereton — ^Aetion against Sir George Bingham — Riots 
in Montreal— Condaot of the 15th Foot — Depredations 
on the Cape Frontier— The 72nd Highlanders— Citil 
War in Spidn— The British Legion— Cavalry Taotios. 

Upon the accession of William the Fourth, His 
Majesty was pleased to declare himself Colonel-in- 
Chief of the three household Cayalry Begiments. 
Although his I professional antecedents gave him 



Naval tastes, he conceiyed a passion for Military 
display as soon as he was in a position to gratify 
it. llie costume of the Nayy acquired a Mlitary 
semblance under the operation of this penchaaL 
The facings of the Officers' coats had, during pre- 
yious reigns, been of a white or buff colour. 
They now became scarlet^ assimilating the Navy 
to the Artillery. But it was on the Guards that 
the King lavished his peculiar favour. Being 
desirous that ** his Guards " should enjoy all the 
advantages that could be derived from the com- 
mand and care of the C^eral Officer commanding 
the Army-in-Chief, and that their duties should 
be conducted on the same principles as those of 
the troops of the Line, the King, by an Order 
dated July 31, 1830, directed that the Goloneb 
of the Life Guards and Horse Ghiards should 
thereafter make all their applications respecting 
promotions, exchanges, leaves of absence, Ac., to 
the General commanding the Army-in-Ohief, in 
the same manner as the Colonels of the Foot 
Guards — the Gk>ld Stick, however, continuing to 
perform the duty of that office, and receiving from 
His Majesty in person the parole and countersign, 
and reporting to the King in person. 

Li the following year, doubtless as the result 
of a suggestion from the most exalted personage, 
an Act was passed to enable Military Officers to 
hold positions in the Boyal Household without 
forfeiting Idieir half-pay. Until then, the privi- 
lege had been confined to the Navy. 

Legislation on behalf of the soldiery slnmbored 
in 1880. Excepting that the pensions of widows 
were restored to the liberal footing on which they 
were originally granted, and that Out-Pensioners 
were permitted to commute their pensions for a 
suta not exceeding four years' pension to enable 
them to settle, in the Colonies, no Acts can be 
traced which need mention here. 

The generally peaceful character of the reign of 
Geoige the Fourth (the bloodless expedition to 
Portugal having furnished the only occasion for 
the employment of the troops in Europe) was 
extremely favourable to the cultivation of Militazy 
literature. "Captain Sword" had nobly done 
his work. It was the province of ** Captain Pen '* 
to record his achievements. Innumerable Militaiy 
publications in the form of histories, narratives, 
memoirs, biographies, sketches, te., burst upon 
the public. Colonel Napier took the 'lead in 
weight and importance, if not in chronological 
order, with his aidmirable account of the Peninsular 
War. The Marquis of Londonderry, a distin- 
guished Cavalry soldier, contributed his own ex- 
periences of the campaigns in Spain and Portugal, 
and another work on the same subject came from 
the pen of Colonel Leith Hay. Bobert Southey 
compiled a similar history. Excellent profeeeioiiid 
lucubrations proceeded from Colonels Leach, 
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Mitchell, Beamish, and othen. The Ber. G. B. 
Oleig, who had exchanged the acarlet coat and 
epaulettes for the gown and bands of a clergy- 
man, fiUed up his leisure hours with nameroas 
Military essays and memoirs. Mr Grattan pub- 
lished a spirited account of the 88 bh Oon- 
naught Bangers, elegantly written and of a 
wholesome and elevating character. Captain 
Simmons produced an able work on Courts- 
Martial. Periodicals devoted to the Army anc^ 
Navy likewise started into 'notoriety. Their 
success has been very great. They have become 
a sort of Institution. The origin and success 
of this description of literature is unquestion- 
ably due to Sir John Philippart, E.G.V., and 
K.P.S. In 1812 that gentleman (at this date— • 
1870 — we believe the oldest Knight in England) 
originated and edited the 'Military Panorama.' 
The undertaking was fraught with difficulties of 
some magnitude, for, $ts the war with France 
was still raging. Officers had little leisure for 
those contributions which have since formed the 
staple of our periodicals.* In 1814, Sir John 
Philippart wrote an account of the campaigns in 
Northern Europe, commencing with Napoleon's 
war with Russia in 1812 ; and this he followed up 
with an account of the campaign in Germany and 
France— works which earned him the Swedish 
titles of Knight of the Order of Gustavus Vasa, 
and Knight of the Order of the Polar Star. 
Labouring indefatigably in his self-imposed voca- 
tion. Sir John next compiled ' The Boyal Military 
Calendar, or Army Service and Commission Book,' 
in five volumes. The work ran through five 
editions. This was succeeded by the * East India 
Military Calendar,' (3 vols.), and the ' Waterloo 
Memoirs,' (2 vols.), and in 1827 he projected and 
edited the 'Naval and Military Magazine,' a 
quarterly periodical. This precursor of all the 
later regular periodicals passed in 1829 into the 
hands of Mr Colbum, and became a monthly work, 
under the denomination of the 'United Service 
Journal.' It was placed under the editorship of 
Major Shadwell Clerke, and it is due to the 
memoiy of that accomplished soldier and perfect 
gentleman to say that, under his management, it 
acquired a vitality of which, even under its 
changed title of the ' United Service Magazine,' 
and the presence of active competitors. Tune has 
not bereft it. But Sir John Philippart did not 
allow his zeal in the cause of Military periodical 
literature to evaporate. In 1883 he projected 
and produced the ' Naval and Military Gazette,' 
which he edited uninterruptedly for thirty -fi?e 
years. In the same year the 'United Service 
Gazette ' made its appearance, and the two 
periodicals have run a race of friendly rivalry from 
that hour to the present. The former publication, 
through the reputation which Sir John Philippart 



had earned, and the large Military and Naval 
connection he had formed, enjoyed the favour and 
support of numerous Officers who had sheathed 
their swords after the great war. 

It was natural that Officers en retraite should 
gladly embrace the opportunity of fighting their 
battles o'er again, and filling up the skeleton 
despatches and gazettes with the flesh of personal 
adventure and stirring incident. Nor was it only 
within the limits of fact that Military literature 
became a striking feature of the time. The 
manifold achievements of the Army and Navy 
formed the substratum of a multitude of lively 
and interesting fictions, so well written as to 
obtain the honour of republication in a variety of 
" standard " forms. Among these were the stories 
of the ' Chelsea Pensioners,' the ' Hussar,' ' Bifle- 
man Harris,' and ' The Light Dragoon ' the Naval 
novels of Captain Marryatt, Captain Chamier, and 
others; and, better than all, the spirit-stirring 
romances — ^if that can be called romance which 
embraced so much of acknowledged truth— of 
'Charles O'Malley,' 'Harry Lorrequer/ 'Tom 
Burke,' and ' Jack Hinton, the Guardsman.' All 
these, however, were but the forerunners of a work 
which, while it added, if possible, to the renown 
of England's greatest Captain, furnished a Mili- 
tary history of unexampled, wealth and exactitude. 
The 'Wellington Despatches' must always be 
referred to with pride and confidence : for they not 
only record the heroism of British troops in Lidia, 
Denmark, Spain, Portugal, France, and Belgium, 
but they exhibit to the nation the trials and 
troubles to which its Generals are exposed in the 
execution of their difficult and onerous tasks, by 
the feebleness and vacillation of the dvil govern- 
ment under which they sometimes act, or the 
jealousies and incompetency of the foreign Officers 
and others with whom they may be directed to 
co-operate. 

Much might be said of the extraordinary 
literaiy efforts of the correspondents of the Eng- 
lish press with the armies in the field, bat thia 
belongs to a later period of our history. 

The reign of William the Fourth, which lasted 
seven years, was essentially peaceful. The British 
Army, as a body, had little occupation, excepting 
in the protection of the public from internal dis- 
orders. These, however, attained so dangerous a 
height in 1831, owing to discontent in Ireland 
and the great contest which had arisen between 
various interests on the subject of Parliamentaiy 
Beform, that an increase of 7,000 men was sane** 
tioned very readily. " Agitation " was thus kept 
within narrower bounds, and the progress of 
legislation was uninterrupted. 

One remarkable exception to the activity which 
the Military displayed in putting down riots had 
an unfortunate though scarcely unexpected ter« 
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minatioii. There were distarbances in Notting- 
ham and Bristol, arising oat of the turbnlent 
method adopted by the lower orders of mani- 
festing their sentiments regarding Parliamentary 
Reform. To pat down the riots at Bristol the 
GiTil authorities called opon Colonel Brereton, the 
Inspecting Field Officer of the district, to afford 
them the aid of the troops under his command. 
But so far from yielding the zealoos co-operation 
that was expected of him and necessary, he acted 
in a feeble and temporising manner, calcalated to 
encourage the rioters in their disorderly condact. 
He sent the 14th Light Dragoons five miles away 
from the town ; he prohibited the interference of 
the troops when the mob attacked the jail ; he 
allowed the Bishop's Palace to be attacked and 
plundered, giving peremptory orders to the sol- 
diers not to use any yiolence in suppressing the 
insurrection ; and he altogether behaved in so 
friendly and familiar a manner towards the rioters 
that he augmented their confidence in their own 
power. Such conduct on Oolonel Brereton's part 
eould only have proceeded from mental hallucina- 
tion or strong sympathy with the political senti- 
ment which suggested the yiolenoe of the mob. 
Be that as it might, the unfortunate Officer was 
tried by Court-Martial, and finding, after four 
days spent in the investigation, that his guilt was 
fairly established, he closed a long career of thirty- 
one years of honourable service by putting a 
period to his existence. 

Of a different character to the unhappy course 
of Colonel Brereton was that of Major^eneral 
Sir George Bingham. Holding a command in 
Ireland while tibe people, notwithstanding the 
passage of the Catholic Belief Bill, were giving way 
to discontent, under the mischievous guidance of 
demagogues. Sir Geoige exerted himself to uphold 
the local government, affording ready assistance 
whenever called upon by competent functionaries. 
In the process of suppressing illegal meetings, he 
caused the Lancers to arrest a Mr Hodnett, whom 
he , met at the head of a disorderly group. 'Mr 
Hodnett indicted Sir George Bingham for false 
imprisonment, and he was tried by a partial jury, 
mainly composed of the friends to sedition. Sir 
George was found '* Gmlty." Judge Moore, who 
presided, was so incensed at the manner in which 
the prosecution had been conducted, and at the 
verdict of the jury, that he only imposed a fine on 
the (General of sixpence^ remarking that Sir George 
was " by repute the representative of all the 
virtues that render character excellent. Benevo- 
lent, generous, philanthropic, the age of chivalry 
might well be said to have passed by when Sir 
George, because of his efforts in the discharge of 
his public duty, received such a recompense as the 
day's trial had shown." 

It wonld seem, indeed, that in proportion as 



England is spared the cost and sacrifices and glory 
of Continental and Asiatic wars she is doomed to 
be worried by her Colonists and their neighbours. 
Either the discontents of ambitious politicians or 
the irruptions of savages compel the employment 
of her Army in inglorious service, more suitablo 
to a police than a body of trained warriors. 
Thus, in 1832, there were very serious riots in 
Montreal, Canada, which required the intervention 
of the Military. It was the lot of the 15th Foot 
to co-operate with the civil power in putting down 
the disturbances arising out of a contested elec- 
tion, and in the execution of their duty Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Macintosh and Captain Temple 
incurred the responsibility of the deaths of three 
rioters. The subject produced a great deal of 
commotion, and a Coroner's inquest and other 
judicial investigations were instituted to ascertain 
the exact degree of culpability of the Officers under 
whose orders a platoon had fired upon the distur- 
bers of the public peace. Perfectiy exonerated 
from all blame, the Lieutenant-Colonel who com- 
manded the Begiment, and the active Officer who 
was directly responsible for the order to fire, 
were addressed in the following terms by the 
dtisens of Montreal : 

" So strong was our conviction of the import- 
ance of the services rendered by you and the 
magistrates on that occasion, that our desire was 
to have expressed our testimony of them imme- 
diately upon their occurrence ; but connderations 
arising from the interposition of judicial authority 
prompted us to defer it. These considerations 
having now been removed, in a manner the most 
satisfactory to you and ourselves, we beg most 
respectfully to convey to you this expression of 
the obligations we feel we are under to you for 
the safety that ^ then, and have since, enjoyed 
in our persons and property throagh your 
means." 

Lord Fitiroy Somerset, the Military Secretary 
at the Horse Guards, wrote that the Commander- 
in-Chief felt bound to say " that he knew no in- 
stance in which troops had been employed in the 
suppression of riots, where greater judgment, dis- 
cretion, or humanity had been displayed ; and if 
the Officers (Lieutenant-Colonel Macintosh and 
Captain Temple) had since been annoyed by acen- 
sations of murder and by any proceedings which 
could tend to keep alive anxiety, they had at least 
the consolation of feeling that they had discharged 
a painful but imperative duty ?rith temper and 
moderation, and that by so doing they put an 
end to disorders which would probably have led 
to consequences most disastrous to the city of 
Montreal." 

Irruptions of the Caffres in 1834 kept the 
hands of the 72nd Highlanders full for some 
weeks of 1835. A resdess chief heading thou- 



I834-] 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



221 



sands of ratliless savages raslied into the Colony, 
and committed frightful outrages upon the in- 
offennve settlers. Murder, rapine, and deyasta- 
tion by fire marked the inroads of the barbarous 
tribes. Colonel Peddie at the head of his re- 
nowned Begiment adyanoed to the frontier, and 
chased the marauders from the confines of the 
British possessions. 

In the West Indies there was a negro mutiny 
•which the 22nd Foot put down, and in 1834 the 
negroes were bereft of -all occasion for servile dis- 
turbance by the formal abolition of slavery in the 
British dominions. 

These isolated cases formed the only interrup- 
tion to the dull inaction and '' quiet life " of the 
British Army during the reign of William the 
Fourth. 

' But, if the Army at large was unemployed on 
any service which added to its renown, individual 
Officers found occasion for the exercise of their 
talents in fields of science and geographical research 
fruitful of national advantage. One of the most 
remarkable of these occurrences is presented in 
the instance of Captain (afterwards General) F. 
B. Chesney of the Royal Artillery. 

Captain Chesney was in Egypt in 1830, going 
towards the provinces recently ceded to the 
Pachalic, when he was made aware that Lord 
Aberdeen, then in office, was desirous of making 
certain inquiries regarding the best line of com-, 
munication with India. Captain Chesney, who 
had not been indifferent to the subject generally, 
immediately offered to examine the route vi^ 
Egypt, and then to descend the Euphrates. His 
offer was accepted as to the first part of his pro- 
position, and he accordingly went down the Red 
Sea to Oosseir, crossed the Nile at Eennah, sailed 
down the river, examined the port of Damietta, &c., 
and sent in his reports. He was then prepared to 
undertake the examination of ihe Euphrates 
line ; but hearing that Captain Mignan, of the 
Bombay Army, had already received instructions 
to investigate that line. Captain Chesney aban- 
doned the idea of exploring the river, and went to 
Damascus. He had not been there any con- 
siderable time before he heard that three English 
gentlemen, who were volunteers upon a similar 
mission, had been murdered near Mosul, and 
that consequently the project was suspended. 
With characteristic resolution. Captain Chesney 
instantly joined a caravan en route to El Eaim, 
and the moment he saw the Euphrates the idea 
of descending that noble river seized him 
powerfully, and circumstances favoured the 
attempt. He employed the Arabs to make him a 
raft, and, after some delay, he embarked with his 
interpreter, a servant, and three Arab boatmen. 
Following the instructions of Mr Cartwright, the 
Consul-General in Turkey, he directed his in- 



quiries, investigations, and powerful observation 
to the depth of the Euphrates, the peculiarities of 
the river, the trade of the river, the state of the 
tribes on its banks, the highest point to which a 
steamer could possibly ascend, the length of time 
that would be required in making the vpyage up 
and down the whole length of the streimi, and 
other matters of interest in connection with the 
great purpose of sending troops to India by the 
Euphrates route. 

Under the most favourable circumstances the 
course of such an investigation could not be un- 
attended with serious fatigues, risks, and incon- 
veniences. In Captain Chesney's case the enter- 
prise was fraught with peril. A stranger to the 
people and to the country, a disciple of a religious 
faith held in utter hatred by the Mahommedan 
Arab, a native of a land supposed to be wealthy 
enough to ransom liberally any of its citizens held 
in captivity, ignorant of the language, presum- 
ably possessed of personal, property worth the 
plundering, Captain Chesney was an object of con- 
tinual suspicion, dislike, cupidity, and hostility. 
The hands of the men which are ever uplifted 
against their fellows would not be stayed if the 
opportunity offered of striking at a Ghnstian dog, 
a Qiaour, who had come among the people with 
inscrutable objects. He was not a trader, nor a 
pilgrim, nor an Officer in the Sultan's or Pacha's 
employ. He was at best a doubtful personage 
with occult intentions. Such was the reasoning 
of barbarous tribes who could not appreciate, 
because they did not understand, scientific re- 
searches or their philanthropic objects. The Arab 
could not foresee the immense advantages which 
would accrue to himself and his posterity by the 
conversion of the neglected river to the grand 
purposes of a high road of commerce between 
Europe and the East, and a channel for the intro- 
duction of civilising institutions. He saw only the 
chances of enriching himself by the plunder of an 
unprotected traveller, and fulfilling the Prophet's 
behests by murdering an infidel. Captain Chesney 
was thus exposed every hour to the risk of assassi- 
nation and robbery, to which were to be -added 
the ordinary trials of travellers in strange coun- 
tries — ^privations and discomforts of every kind. 
But the unconquerable spirit of the Artillery 
Officer bore him through all dangers. Disguised 
as a Turk, seated on his little raft, he silently and 
unobtrusively pursued his voyage. He ascertained 
the depths of the river by attaching a ten-foot rod 
to the raft and immersing it to the fullest extent. 
His eye was peipetually directed to the stream, 
and every time the rod appeared above the sur- 
face evidence was supplied that the water was 
momentarily shallower. The rod was then taken 
out» and the soundings measured. This was in 
itself a great labour, demanding constant atten- 
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tion, by niglit as well as by day. Bat it was not 
all the labour imposed by tbe snnr^y. Captain 
Ohe8ney.liad to note the villages on the riyer's 
banks,* to count the houses, and take the bear- 
ings of a river which in some parts serpentines 
considerably. At Hitt, he changed his raft for a 
wicker-boat made of osiers coated with bitumen — 
a substance found in abundance in springs in the 
locality. It was with this bitumen that the bricks 
were cemented which formed the walls of great 
Babylon. In this Arabian* coracle Captain Chesney 
descended the river until he reached Felaja, 
parallel with Bagdad. He immediately crossed 
over to Bagdad, and went from thence to Bassorah 
and Bushire — aJl the while preparing his maps and 
charts and keeping his log — working, enduring, 
braving all difficulties and hazards. From Bushire 
he went upwards into Persia, stopping at Tabreez ; 
then on to Trebisond,the Tarobozane of Xenophon, 
crossed the Taurus range to Aleppo, and got back 
to Bir after meeting with many obstacles. He 
had thus accomplished the mighty task of fol- 
lowing the course of a river, almost unknown to 
Europe, for 900 miles, and enabled the British 
Government to found upon his report an applica- 
tion to Parliament for a grant to defray the cost 
of a surveying expedition upon a comprehensive 
scale, the ultimate purposes of which, if fortu- 
nately carried out, would have placed at the com- 
mand of the English a new barrier to Russian 
aggressions and advances. It was shown, during 
the Parliamentary inquiry which followed upon 
Captain Chesney *s patient investigations, that the 
first thing the Bussians invariably do when they 
get possession of, or establish a connection with, 
any country is to exclude all other nations from 
navigating its waters. Bussia was known to have 
an eye to Bagdad. Her emissaries were in the 
city for some time. It was therefore of import- 
ance to England to obtain prior possession of the 
livers Euphrates and Tigpris. The establishment 
of a steam communication upon the former would 
give Great Britain a virtual interest in its political 
integrity and a right to interfere if sinister 
motives prompted Bussia to attempt a footing. 

The House of Commons was moved by the 
Report of the Committee ; and five years subse- 
quent to Captain Chesney's commencement of his 
exploratory tour, that able and distinguished 
Officer, with the rank of Colonel, was placed in 
charge of an expedition, consisting of two steam 
vessels, severally named the Tigris and Euphrates, 
and sent with a chosen band of fifteen Officers, 
all more or less distinguished by scientific, lite- 

* It was in one of these villages that the anthor— him- 
self a travellerr-had the honour of making the aoqnalDt- 
ance of tbe adyentnrons soldier, and is thns enabled to 
speak from personal observatioa of the cluuttcter of his 
enterprise. 



raiy, and professional attainments, to survey tho 
rivers, and acquire a lasting position for England 
in that quarter of the East. A terrible hurricane 
destroyed the Tigris on the first voyage down the 
river in May, 1836, and the Gk)vemment lacked 
courage and sagacity to renew its application to 
Parliament for a further grant. Deeply mortified 
as Colonel Chesney must have felt at the failure 
of the first attempt, his indomitable spirit would 
doubtless have carried the enterprise to a fortunate 
issue had he received that degree of support at 
home which it would have been wise in j^he autho- 
rities to have given him. But the foolish old adage 
of the burnt child which dreads the fire deterred 
them from a second effort, and to this hour (1870) 
the great object of the labours of 1830-36, indi- 
vidual and collective, remains unattained. 

Affairs in Spain in 1835 furnished a few 
British Officers with an excuse for seeking honour 
in the land hallowed by the exploits of Peter- 
borough, Moore, and Wellington. On the 29 th 
September, 1833, King Ferdinand died. His 
successor, by a law passed to disinherit and 
exclude His Majesty *s eldest brother, Don Carlos, 
was the Infanta Isabella, then aged three years 
only. A Begency was established, but the friends 
and adherents of Don Carlos proclaimed him King, 
and raised a force to place and maintain him on 
the throne. The Begency applied to Great 
Britain for assistance. This could not be afforded 
in the ordinary way, because Spain was not 
assailed by a border or external foe; but the 
operation of the Foreign Enlistment Bill was 
suspended for two years, that the Spanish Govern- 
ment might raise a force of ten thousand mer- 
cenaries if it thought proper. The Begency 
caught at the opportunity of strengthening its 
hands with a band of soldiers, who had on former 
occasions performed "deeds of high emprise " 
in Spain. Colonel De Lacy Evans, then one of 
the Members for Westminster, was entrusted with 
the preparation and command of the Force, and 
immediate steps ^ere taken for forming a 
"British Auxiliary Legion." A short time 
sufficed to recruit the number of troops required, 
and they ^ere formed into two Regiments of 
Lancers-— one English and one Irish ; one Begi- 
ment of Bifies ; two Scotch, three Irish, and five 
English Regiments of Infantry ; a Corps of Artil- 
lery ; and a waggon train. Numerically, the Legion 
was all that the cause of Isabella Secunda could 
need. But it was badly officered. Colonel Evans 
himself had seen service in the Peninsula, and waa 
otherwise a soldier of rare attainments and intel- 
ligence. We say nothing of his tried courage, 
but the example and experience of one man, with 
an untrained rabble Army of ten thousand men 
drawn from the humblest ranks of life, are not 
enough. Adjutants and subordinates of oorre- 
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tponding oharaeter and abilitioB are indispensable. 
Oolonel Evans could only obtain the assistance 
of ten Officers of the effective British Army, one 
of whom was an Engineer, and one an Artil- 
lerist. To these were added some Officers of the 
East India Company's Service temporarily on 
forloogh. The Duke of Wellington had set his 
faoe against the expedition, and his frown scared 
many men from risking their prospects in cam- 
paigns which did not hold oat much prospect of 
honour or of profit. To this disadvantage was to 
be superadded the fact that in the Army of Don 
Carlos, the pretender to the throne, were many 
English Officers, so that "the Legion'' would 
absolutely be contending in the field with its own 
brethren — ^a sufficient motive for keeping many 
Officers aloof. 

The operations of the British Auxiliary Legion 
in Spain, however honourable to its Commander 
and the nations of which it was composed, form 
no part of the History of the regular British 
Army. It is sufficient to say that, enduring more 
than their share of such sufiPerings as were 
common to. the Armies of Sir John Moore and 
the Doke of Wellington, and behaving, if pos- 
sible, with greater irregularity than those well- 
officered troops had done, the Legion fought 
courageously and frequently against th^ terrible 
and cruel Carlists, and often overthrew them in 
the confiict. One of the most remarkable of 
their successes was achieved by the Lancers — and 
this was in a great degree owing to the charge 
having been made in rank entire. Captain John 
Kinloch, who had been at one time in the Life 
Guards and at another in the 68th Foot, was ap- 
pointed a Brigadier-Oeneral in the Spanish Queen's 
Army. He raised, organised, and commanded the 
Bey Isabella Regiment of Lancers, and charged 
entirely upon the " rank entire " principle. His 
original opinions as to the advantage of that form 
of attack were fortified by the varied experience 
of the Duke of Wellington, Sir Hnssey Vivian, 
Lord William Bnssell, and Major (cfterwards 
General) Anthony Bacon. The letters of the 
three first-named Officers to the last-named give 
such excellent reasons for the adoption of the 
peculiar formation that they may be read with 
profit by all who interest themselves in the art 
of war. It should be premised that (General 
Bacon commanded the English Lancers in Portugal 
in the years 1833 and 1834, when Dom Pedro 
was fighting the battle of succession with his 
cousin, Dom Miguel.* 

The perfect success of '' rank entire " forma- 
tion on the few occasions on which it was tried 
rendered it worthy of consideration whether the 
plan should not be acted upon in the British 



* The Istten will be found in the Appendix. 



Army. Colonel Einloch having, naturally, firm 
faith in the formation, wrote : '* I find that in the 
Regulations for the drill and exercise of the 
Teomanry Cavalry, they are recommended to 
adopt the ' rotiA; entire ' formation. It is particu- 
larly applicable to Yeomanry Cavalry, on account 
of its great simplicity and freedom of action." 
The Duke of Wellington "conceived that it 
would render the use of Cavalry in an Army 
much more general than it is at present ; *' Sir 
Hussey Vivian observed, " that the second rank is 
of but little use but to fall over the first ; " and 
General Bacon said, "As a troop becomes a 
squadron, and each rank is commanded by Offi- 
cers, it appears that the effective strength of our 
Cavalry may be greatly increased, if not fuUy 
doubled, by adopting the ' rank entire system.' '* 

But, notwithstanding the opinions strongly ex- 
pressed by BO many Officers of experience, no 
change whatever was wrought in the system of 
British Cavalry exercise. The public are still 
called upon to admire, at the field days of the 
Life Guards, in the language of the reporters, the 
terrific attacks of the Household Brigade, one 
line charging at full gallop, the other sup' 
portmg them in the rear, the roaring of tne 
artillery on the flanks, the clangour of the 
trumpets, the discharge of the carbines, &o. 

The extraordinary improveipents that have been 
effected in the structure of smalliarms necessitate 
a very great change in the form of Cavalry attack, 
for sithough the value of that branch of the 
Service must always be considerable, its tactics 
cannot fail to be modified by the description of 
projectile brought to bear upon it. When 
musketry had only an uncertain range of 120 
yards, and the smooth-bore deflected the bullets so 
essentially that, according to a rather whimsical 
calculation, it took 3,000 during the «wars with 
Napoleon to kill one man, — the Oavaliy could get 
over the ground and break an Infantry line before 
many saddles had been emptied ; but rifles which 
bring down an object at 1,000 yards, appear to 
offer a formidable check to front attacks in either 
single or double rank, be the horses ever so swift 
or the ground even. The French, who are very 
careful to keep their Cavalry efficient, have given 
much attention to this subject. A few years ago 
a little work appeared, cidled, '' Instruction Fro* 
visoire swr le Travail individuel dans la 
Oavdlerie,*' which embraced some valuable sug- 
gestions on this head. One of these deserves 
quoting. 

"We shall now endeavour to point out, by 
a new system of tactics, the means to be employed 
to avoid the disastrous effects of the improved 
fire-arms, and the different preparatory disposi- 
tions for attacking the enemy— -Cavalry charges, 
and their effect. 
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"Baking Oliarges — Ohargea Basantes. — ^We 
believe we most modify the means of attack, and 
plan them bo as to lose as few men as possible ; 
and with this object, instead of direct charges on 
the faces of a square or a deployed line, we must, 
at full speed, execute raking charges, presenting 
the right hand to the enemy — ^the horsemen break- 
ing indiyidually at intervals of two yards from 
each other at the top of their speed ; for, should 
they slacken pace or stop, they would be soon 
decimated by the balls of the enen^y. We must 
rake the enemy's line at very close quarters, and 
threaten the eyes of the foot soldier with the 
point of the sword or the lance, so as to make him 
oome to the parry by raising the bayonet. Com* 
panics. Squadrons, or. whole Begiments executing 
such chaiges will inflict immense damage upon 
the Infantry, without sustaining notable losses ; 
for, armed with his sword, the horseman can 
deliver point through a raking space of from 
sixty to eighty yards. From these data we can 
calculate how many horsemen must be placed in 
file, in order that the foot soldiers charged by 
them may be killed or disabled. But these raking 
charges must be executed only by horsemen com- 
pletely masters of their horses, and skilful in 
wielding their swords. We must never forget that 
' men must be required to do only what they can 
do well : they will always boldly undertalce what 
they are sure they can do." 

Colonel De Lacy Evans had seen a great deal of 
service in the Peninsula, but the Duke of Welling- 
ton could not be brought to forgive his entrance 
upon the Spanish quarrel. Lord Palmerston, 
however, consoled the gallant Colonel by recom- 
mending him for the honour of a Knight Com- 
mandership of the Bath. 

Betuming to the chronological order of events 
which more or less affected the interests of the 
soldier in the reign of William the Fourth, we 
must note a case which excited considerable interest 
in 1832, and elicited much warmth of discussion. 
It was that of Private Alexander Somerville, of the 
Scots Ghreys. During the feverish period of the 
struggle to pass a Parliamentary Beform Bill 
there were many disturbances in the country, 
notably at Birmingham and similar large towns. 
It was expected that the 2nd North British 
Dragoons would have been called upon to aid the 
oivil power in repressing disorder. This led 
Alexander Somerville to write to the Editor of 
the 'Weekly Dispatch' (a thoroughly Badical 
paper), a letter in which the following passage 
occurred : " We should certainly have considered 
ourselves, as soldiers, bound to put down such 
disorderly conduct — ^this, I say, we would have 
felt to be our duty ; but against the liberties of 
our country we would never, never, never have 
raised an ann : the Scots Qreys have honourably 



secured a high character in defence of their 
country, and they would be the last to degrade 
themselves below the dignity of British soldiers 
as only the tools of a tyrant. The Duke of Wel- 
lington may, if he sees or hears of this, assure 
himself that Military Government shall never 
again be set up in this country." Within a few 
hours of the publication of the letter. Major 
Wyndham caused Somerville to be tried by Court- 
Martial, ostensibly for some alleged misconduct 
in the riding-school, for which he actually received 
one hundred lashes, that being a part of the 
number awarded by the Court. Major Wyndham 
had discovered that Somerville had written the 
unmilitaiy letter in the ' Dispatch,' and it was 
inferred that the irritation produced by that event 
accelerated the triaL Suffice to say, that the 
*' Liberal " press took up the subject very warmly, 
and for a long time SomerviUe was regajrded as a 
martyr. 

The year 1833 was rife with measures of a 
comprehensive tendency which contributed in 
some instances to popularise the Service. In com- 
pliance with the recommendation of a Select 
Committee of the House of Commons the Crown 
was empowered to grant rewards for distinguished 
services in the Army to the extent of 18,000Z. a 
year. Prior to that occurrence the rewards for 
distinguished service consisted of non-effective 
garrison appointments abroad and at home, which, 
as a consequence of the more generous measure, 
were abolished as' they fell vacant. In the same 
year the pensions to the rank and file were reduced, 
and the term of service increased to twenty-five 
and twenty-eight years. This latter measure was 
opposed by the Secretary-at-War on the ground 
that it would be prejudicial to the recruiting 
service. Subsequent experience, however, showed 
that this was a fallacious expectation. The Select 
Committee warmly espous^ the consolidation of 
the different departments connected with the civil 
administration of the Army, and among other 
changes recommended the transfer of the command 
of the Ordnance Corps to the Commander-in- 
Chief. But this was opposed by the Duke of 
Wellington and Lord Hardinge ; and the office of 
Master-Qeneral of the Ordnance, a purely political 
appointment, continued in existence for many 
years later. The passage of an " Appropriation 
Act " gave to Military Officers the privilege of 
drawing their half-pay when appointed to civil 
offices with certain exceptions, and with this Act 
the Militaiy legislation of the year terminated. 

Not the least noteworthy event in the early 
part of the reign of William the Fourth was the 
establishment of the '* United Service Institution^ 
comprehending a library, museum, and lecture* 
theatre." So warmly was the proposition to 
form the museum and library espoused in 1829, 
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tliat by 1833 it sumbered no fewer than tliree 
thousand members, and they have since greatly 
increased. The mnseam, which comprehends all 
the modem as well as many of the ancient Naval 
and Military machines and implements of war 
and navigation, and nnmeroos excellent models, is 
aingnlarly rich. 

The year 1834 was not otherwise remarkable 
for events affecting the Army, excepting in as 
far as a motion of Lord Ebrington's, for adding a 
sum of money in the estimates for the increase of 
the pay of the General Officers, elicited from Lord 
Hardinge an emphatic declaration of the principle 
that the House of Commons had no power to 
augment the estimates. The Sovereign alone was 
the disposer of grace, favour, and reward to the 
Army. Ko redactions should be proposed until 
the pleasure of the Monarch had been taken, for 
he alone could direct the issue or the abatement 
of reward and the infliction of punishment. 
" The Army," said Lord H., *' should look up to 
DO authority but that of the King/' 

A very animated debate took place in 1837 
regarding the position of the Oommander-in- Chief 
of the British Army. The constitutional usage is to 
sever and exclude the head of the Army from all 
political action and from all political party in the 
State. He ought not tO' be supposed ttO have any 
political influence as a bias on his mind, particu<^ 
larly on the subject of the promotions in the 
Army. It happened that Lord Hill, who in 1837 
filled the office of Commander-in-Chief, disagreed 
wi^h the Whig Ministers, whereupon Mr Joseph 
Hume urged his retirement from the command, 
and moved a reduction in the estimates by the 
amount of his pay. But the proposal fell to the 
ground as opposed to the Constitution. Mr Wynn 
objected that it would be an improper interference 
with the prerogative of the Crown, and an attempt 
io dictate to the Crown whom it should or should 
not employ. " The House would thus arrogate to 
itself the management of the Army, than which 
nothing could be more dangerous to the Consti- 
tution." 



CHAPTEB XXXV. 

Death of William IV. and Aoceraion of Qaeen Yiotoria — 
Russian Designs upon India— Expedition to Affgbanistan 
— Storming of Ghnzni by the Idth Light Infantry, Ac- 
Shah Soojah on the Cabul Throne — Kbelat taken by 
tibe 2nd and 17th — Massacre of the British Troops in 
1841 — Betribotive Measures — Generals Pollock and 
Nott advance upon the Affgbana, rescue the Prisoners, 
and destroy Cabnl^Sir R. Sale at Jellalabad— The 
17th Foot at Aden — Rebellion in Canada — Disloyalty 
in EngUind— Colonel Thomas, of the 20th— War with 
China^The Conquest of Scinde — Sir 0. Napier 
appointed Governor. 

Eling Wiliiam the Fourth was happily spared 
to the nation until the presumptiTe heir to the 



throne had reached an age to render a Regency 
unnecessary. His Majesty died in his seventy • 
third year on June 20, 1837, and having no 
legitimate issue, was succeeded by his niece, 
Alexandrina Victoria, the only child of the Duke 
of Kent. 

Delighted as the whole nation was at being once 
again ruled by a Queen — for some of its greatest 
glories had been achieved under a female Sove- 
reign—it was not without poignant regret that it 
saw William the Fourth descend to the tomb. A 
very kind-hearted man — ^upright, clear-headed, 
and impartial — ^he won the love of the people and 
the respect of all to whom he entrusted the reins 
of government. One of his early acts had been 
to ennoble his Ulegitimate children. They were 
all meritorious, and acquired the regard of the 
country. Earl Munster, the eldest, who had been 
a traveller and an author, died early. Lord Frede- 
rick Fitzdarence became a most efficient GFeneral ; 
Lord Adolphus, a Naval Officer; and Lord 
Augustus, a Minister of the Gospel. The daugh- 
ters of the King married brave and honourable 
men, and were most exemplary in all the relations 
of life. Thus, though the King left no legitimate 
issue *by his truly excellent Consort, Queen 
Adelaide, he was not unduly represented by the 
offspring of an illicit connection with one of the 
greatest ornaments of the British stage. It has 
J>een shown that towards the Army William the 
Fourth, in spite of his Naval antecedents, was very 
graciously inclined ; but it did not lead him to 
forget the sister service. Lord William Bentinck, 
who knew him well, writing to Sir Samford 
Whittingham — then on the point of proceeding 
to a command in the West Indies — said, '' I am 
glad you were pleased with His Majesty's recep- 
tion. There cannot be a better-hearted man than 
our gracious Sovereign, and his decided, and above 
aM his equal, paironage of the two professions 
entitles him to the gratitude and respect of every 
soldier and sailor.*' 

The Army, at the date of Her Majesty*8 
accession, was still under the command of Lord 
HilV and it was in as efficient a condition as the 
repugnance of the Duke of Wellington to changes, 
however recommended as improvements, and the 
parsimony of the House of Conmions, would 
allow. Lord Hill deferred to the Duke in all 
things. There had been no augmentations in the 
Cavalry strength since, the disbandments of the 
war ; the Artillery was weak ; but the Infantry 
had received a permanent addition in 1823 and 
1824. Ninety-nine Begiments of the Line and 
a Bifle Brigade formed, with the Household 
Begiments, the entire peace establishment. And 
there was little prospect or apprehension that 
while the sceptre was wielded by gentle hands the 
sword would be drawn, excepting for purposes of 
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defence. At tlie moment when Qaeen Victoria 
ascended the throne, there did not appear to exist 
the faintest reason to believe that any foreign 
Power wonld proroke a war by aggreesiye acts, or 
that the complications of European poHcy wonld 
inyolye the necessity of interference on the part 
of Great Britain. Every nation sent its repre- 
sentatire to honour the coronation of the young 
Queen. Singularly significant of the future 
eniffaie eorcUcUe between England and France was 
the appearance of Marshal Soult as the delegate 
of the French King. The moment he saw Lord 
Hill he seized him by the hand, and exclaimed 
jocosely (in reference to the old movements on 
the Tagus), Ah, je vous oUrappe enfin — moiqui ai 
eouru si long temps a/prbs vous I 

But though everything was peaceful on the 
surface, a volcano slumbered within. Bussian 
designs upon India had been from the days of the 
Czar Paul a common topic of discussion in Europe, 
and a frequent subject of apprehension among 
English ^liticians. All the wars of Bossia with 
the nations upon her frontier appeared to point 
to the acquisition of territory to the south and 
west of her own wild steppes and bleak, inhos- 
pitable shores. A petty State under Peter the 
Great, she had advanced by 1837 to the front rank 
of nations. Her flag fluttered in the Caspian and 
the Black Sea, as well as the Baltic. The Cau- 
casus had ceased to be a barrier to her progress. 
Georgia and Armenia were in her grasp. Persia 
had felt the weight of her arms on the banks of 
the Araxes, and the force of her political intrigues 
was acknowledged at Teheran. She had conquered 
Poland, threatened Constantinople from the heights 
of the Balkan ; she was feared in Austria, poten- 
tial in the Danubian Principalities, and not without 
influence in Greece. Even the great wall of China 
had been passed by her Officers, and she was now 
busily engaged in furtively approaching Affghani- 
Stan. The city of Herat was the key to that princi- 
pality. The Shah of Persia laid siege to the city, 
moved by Bussia to claim Affghanistan. Bussian 
gold supplied the means of prosecuting the enters 
prise, and Bussian Officers directed the military 
operations. Once successful, the Bussians would 
have converted the conquered State into a Perso-Bus- 
sian province, and become a very dangerous neigh- 
bour to the British in India. True, the Punjaub, the 
rich country of the Five Bivers, governed by a wily 
Sikh, who knew the value of an English alliance, 
interposed a barrier to aggression ; but Dost Ma- 
homed, the ruler of Cabul, had plunged into a 
war with Bunjeet Singh, and he was aided in his 
hostile proceedings by the Bussian emissaries of 
Count Nesselrode. If the Affghans prevailed, the 
Sikh power would be prostrated, and Bussia thus 
virtually acquire a footing in India. To prevent 
the consummation of this mischief the Governor- 



(General of India, acting in concert with the 
Ministry in England, took decided and compre- 
hensive measures. A gallant young Artillery 
Officer of the East India Company's Bombay 
establishment (Pottinger) proceeded to Herat, 
repaired the fortifications, directed the defences 
of the city, and drove back the Persians; 
another (Alexander Barnes, an Infantry Officer,) 
went to Cabul, and ascertaining beyond aU 
doubt that Bussian diplomatists were establiah- 
iag a malignant influence there, and that the 
Khan was unpopular, the British Gbvernment 
felt itself justified in repladng him by an exiled 
prince who had formerly ruled in Affghanistan, 
This prince. Shah Soojah by name, had been 
expelled by his brother Mahmoud, i^ter one of 
those struggles for supremacy common among 
Eastern chiefs. Mahmoud was in his torn de- 
posed, and the throne fell to the son of a Vizier* 
Shah Soojah had taken refuge in the Punjaub, 
where Runjeet Singh first gave him cordial wd- 
come, and then robbed him of his available and 
portable treasure, including a famous diamond, 
the Eoh-i-Noor, or Mountam of Light. This led 
the unfortunate exile to cross the Satlej into 
India, where he was received by the British 
authorities, supported and protected for some 
years. Strictly speaking, he had no better claim 
to the musnud of Cabul than the man who was 
actually in possession; but if the law, as laid 
down by Vattel, has any validity, Lord Auckland, 
the Governor-General, was warranted in his 
policy : " When two parties are contending it is 
just for a third, whose interests are involved, to 
assist one against the other, providing that no 
existing compact binds it to neutrality." 

Anticipating resistance either in Affghanistan 
or on the march thither, or after Occupying the 
province, the Governor-General assembled a laiige 
Army on the Sutlej, which was to march down 
the left bank, meet another Army from Bombay 
at Sukkur, and then enter Affghanistan by way of 
Upper Scinde. The Boyal Begiment of the 
Bengal Contingent comprised the 16th Lancers 
and the 13th Light Infantry ; Bombay contri- 
buted a wing of the 4th Light Dragoons ^ the 2nd 
and 17th Foot. Major-General Sir Willoughby 
Cotton commanded the Bengal Division ; Major- 
General WiUshire headed the column from Bom- 
bay. The entire force was led by Lieutenant- 
General Sir ^ohn Keane. Major-Gfeneral Thack- 
well, of the 3rd Light Dragoons, commanded the 
Cavalry of the Force. The Native Begiments 
were very numerous, and to these were added the 
Bengal European Begiment (now the 101st Fusi* 
liers), ably commanded by Lieutenant-Oolonel 
(afterwards General Sir Abraham) Roberts, and 
several troops and companies of Artillery. As- 
semUing the Bengal Force at Ferosepore, Lord 
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Auckland ezcliaDged c^otnplimentaiy visitB with 
the niler of the Punjaab, which enabled the 
latter to display his own Military strength. The 
Army of the Panjaab had for many yiears been 
drilled by French and English Officers, and its 
equipment was rery perfect. At least 20,000 
of Bonjeet Sing's soldiers could favourably com- 
pare ?dth disciplined troops of European nations. 
Bunjeet allowed 10,000 men as an escort of Shah 
Soojah to pass through his dominions. The rest 
proceeded to Sukkur. 

Excepting that the marauding tribes who occu- 
pied the Eojuk and Bolund passes, in Upper 
Scinde, plundered the baggage and molested the 
columns by a discharge of jezails and other heaTy 
musketiy from the heights, there was no inter- 
ruption to the progress of the Force until it 
reached GhuxnL Here the AfiPghan showed his 
teeth. Sir John Keane was unprorided with 
siege guns. Major Thomson, the engineer, en- 
gaged to blow open the gate of the fortress with 
a bag of gunpowder. This summary method of 
paviDg the way for admission was successfully 
adopted, and the 13th Light Infantry, of Burmah 
fame, led, as before, by the intrepid Sale, stormed 
the gateway and seized the place. The Bengal 
Europeans united with the 13th in overcoming 
the A£fghan stronghold. This feat earned a 
medal for the victors, and^ Shah Soojah bestowed 
the Dooranee Order on some of the principal 
Officers. From Ghuzni the march to Cabul was 
uninterrupted. Shah Soojah being established 
on the throne, some skirmishes took place in 
the neighbourhood with the followers of Dost 
Mahomed, who ultimately surrendered himself a 
prisoner of war, and was sent to BengaL The 
Bombay column returned to its Presidency. 
Incidentally Major-General Wiilshire, with the 
2nd and 17th Foot, visited Ehelat, the Elhan of 
which place had, with the predatory mountain 
tribes, obstructed the march, robbed the caravans 
of stores and baggage, and imprisoned a British 
Officer. The General attacked and captured the 
fortress, not without loss on both sides. The 
Khan was slain in defending his home, in which 
there was a fair amount of prize. Twd colour- 
serjeants distinguished themselves so much in the 
assault that their names, Dunn and Mills, found 
special mention in the records of the Begiment ; 
and General Wiilshire received the order of K.O.B. 
Having destroyed the works, General Wiilshire 
pursued his homeward route. Two years later, 
the 44th Foot marched into AfPghanisfcan, under 
Colonel Shelton. General Wilioughby Cotton 
(who had been made a K.C.B. in 1838) quitted 
the command when the country appeared to be 
perfectly tranquil, and was succeeded by Major- 
General Elphinstone, an Officer of the Guards, who 
had seen no service. 



Whether incited by Affghan chiefs who desired 
the expulsion of the English, or dissatisfied with 
an alleged irregularity in the payment of the sums 
for which they had stipulated as the condition of 
keeping the passes clear, the tribes occupying the 
Ehyber chain became extremely troublesome in 
1841, and blocked up the road. The communica- 
tion of the Army at Cabul with Hindostan was 
thus cut off. To clear the pass, the 13th Light 
Infantry was detached with a Bengal Sepoy Begi- 
ment under Brigadier-General Sale. Sale found 
it necessaxy to take possession of the town of 
Jellalabad, and to fortify himseJf until additional 
troops could be brought from India. This was in 
October, 1841. In the following month an organised 
revolt took place in Cabul, attended by circum- 
stances of violence. The British Envoy and his 
assistant were murdered, and the troops blockaded. 
Indecision at such a foment was fatal. Gene- 
rals Elphinstone and Shelton unfortunately could 
not agree. Inaction was the result. The winter 
advanced, — and a Cabul winter is very trying to 
men only accustomed to the heated plains of 
India. When the cold had reached its climax of 
intensity, the diminished garrison, with a small 
store of provisions, encumbered by numerous fol- 
lowers (women, children, and cattle), were forced 
to evacuate the country, and, as they struggled 
through the dreadful passes, were mercilessly shot 
down by the ruthless Affghans perched on the 
summits of the rocks. Thirteen thousand human 
beings were immolated — sacrifices to the sectarian 
hatred of the Mahommedans. Only one man 
escaped to Jellalabad to inform the gallant Sale 
that his wife and four or five score of ladies, 
Officers, and children, had been made prisoners by 
the Khan, whose hand was red with the blood of 
the murdered Envoy, Sir William Macnaghten. A 
more terrible tragedy had never been enacted in 
India. Even Hyder All's cruelties were mercies 
in oomparison with this barbarous outrage. Shah 
Alum had mowed down thousands at Delhi, but 
there were no Christian soldiers among them. 

The rescue of the prisoners, the release of Sale's 
brigade pent up in Jellalabad, the vindication of 
British honour, and the restoration of the prestige 
which could not have been otherwise than affected 
by the disaster, devolved on the Earl of Ellen- 
borough, who succeeded Lord Auckland in the 
Government of India.. To accomplish these objects 
an Army was assembled at Peshawur, under 
General Pollock, of the Bengal Artillery. The 
9 th and 31st Foot, with the 3rd Light Dragoons, 
formed the European part of the Force. Another 
Army, in whkh tine 40th and 41st Boyal Begi- 
ments were included, was under the command of 
General Nott, a Company's Officer, at Candahar. 
After some unaccountable hesitation, Lord Ellen- 
borough directed a co-operative movement of the 
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two Farced, and their mission was fulfilled in the 
most praiseworthy manner. The colamns moved 
npon Oabol, overcame all opposition, released the 
prisoners wherever confined, and destroyed the 
citadel and bazaar at OaboL Some resistance was 
offered to (General Pollock in the Tezeen valley, to 
General MoGaskill at Istaliff, and to (General 
Nott at Gonine ; but it was of no effect. To 
facilitate Pollock's advance, General (then Sir 
Bobert) Sale sallied out of Jellalabad with the 
entire garrison, and attacked and defeats Akbar 
Khan, by whom he had been blockaded. The 
whole of the troops then returned to India, bearing 
with them a pair of sandalwood gates, with which 
the Governor-General expected to make an 
immense impression on the minds of the '* Ohiefs 
and Princes of India." But those personages 
manifested a singular and stupid indifference to 
the return of the holy portals of Somnath. They 
had been carried thence centuries previously by the 
Mahommedan invaders, to the great grief of the 
Hindoos of Guzerat, the sanctity of whose temple 
had been violated by their removal ; but the de- 
generate successors of the pious Brahmins who 
witnessed the outrage were not alive to the 
importance of their re-appearance as trophies of 
conquest. It would have been wiser to have left 
the troops (and the trophies) in Affghanistan to 
secure the advantages already obtained, and profit 
by the hard lessons of the winter of '41. 

Aden, near the mouth of the Bed Sea, had been 
for some time occupied by the British as a coal 
depot for the steamers which plied between India 
and Suez. The property accumulated there soon 
excited the cupidity of the Arabs ; and this, added 
to their intolerance ,of Christians, led them to 
acts of hostility. Gutting off the supplies which 
the small garrison received from the interior of 
Arabia, they subjected it to material inconvenience, 
and gave earnest of further insults. To put an 
' end to this annoyance, a portion of the 6 th Foot 
and the Bombay European Begiment, with some 
Sappers and Artillery, were sent against the 
enemy, and by a forced march of forty miles in 
twenty- two hours, came up with a strong body 
of hostile Arabs, attacked them, destroyed the 
post of Sheikh Ottman, and returned to Aden. 
No repetition of offensive conduct gave occasion 
to the f ui-ther employment of the troops. One 
lesson sufficed for the prudent sons of the desert. 

Naturally inclined to peace and harmony as the 
Sovereign lady of the realm of Ghreat Britain 
unquestionably was, it appeared to be her destiny, 
as it was that of the great Queens Elizabeth and 
Anne, to be continutdly involved in war. The 
saying of some wise epigrammatist, that when 
" women reign, men govern," would seem to 
transfer the responsibility of all quarrels to the 
shoulders of the Uinisteri ; but it is no more than 



just to declare that the men to whom Queen 
Victoria consigned the seals of ofiSce were pacifi- 
cally inclined, and only drew the sword when the 
provocation was sufficiently great to justify an 
appeal to the last argumept countenanced by 
humanity. The honour and interests of Englan d 
alike demandei^ that grave offences should be re-> 
sented and outrages chastised. 

Her Majesty was hardly seated on the throne 
when a rebellion broke out in her Canadian pro- 
vinces. For some four or five years previously 
the inhabitants of Lower Canada, stirred up by 
mischievous spirits, at the head of whom was a 
Mr Papineau, had manifested considerable dis- 
content, on grounds which it is not necessary in 
this History to state. At length the Legislative 
Assembly announced by a large majority that 
they should consider certain fundamental altera- 
tions in the Constitution as the condition of any 
vote of supplies. This brought affairs to a crisis. 
The habUcma, or French settlers, in the Lower 
Province were committed to acts of open rebel- 
lion. The revolt spread. The Government pro- 
claimed the rebels, and resolved on .the arrest of 
Papineau. He fled with his confederates to the 
Tillages of St Denis and Chambly, on the St 
Charles. Sir John Colbome, who commanded in 
Canada, sent Colonel Gore with detachments of 
the 24th, d2nd, and 66th. with a howitzer, to St 
Denis ; and Lieutenant-Colonel WetheraU with 
four companies of the Ist Boyals» and a detach- 
ment of the 66th, with two field-pieces, to 
Chambly. Papineau's followers resisted the Begu- 
lars. Colonel Gore was obliged to retire from 
before St Denis. Lieutenant - Colonel Wetherall 
was more successful on the St Charles. In the 
former attack, Captain Markham, of the 32nd, 
who had led the advance with as much judgment 
as courage, was severely wounded. After this Sir 
John Colbome. finding that the ramifications of 
the rebellion had extended to the country of the 
Lake of the Two Mountains, went thither in person 
with an adequate Force, and restored the people 
to their senses. The Militia in Upper Canada 
were equally active and successful in suppreaaing 
disorders in the West. 

Strange to say, disloyalty to the Queen was not 
confined to the Oanadas. A change of Miniatiy 
having thrown the Conservative party out of 
power, associations were formed for the purpose 
of opposing the measures of a Liberal lUfinistry ; 
and the members of these associations, and the 
press which represented them, were unscrupaloas 
in the utterance of disloyal sentiments. On one 
occasion of the prandial gathering of the Con- 
servative Association of Ashton-under-Lyne in 
1839, Colonel Thomas, of the 20th Foot, and 
other Officers were present. Speeches offensive to 
the throne having been made in the hearing of 
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Colonel Thomas, it woald bave become him to 
have expressed his disapprobation of their ten- 
dency. Falling to do so, he was reproved by 
Lord Hill. Colonel Thomas appealed to liis long 
services in evidence of his loyalty, and' pleaded 
the fact of his being a Member of Parliament in 
extenuation of his participation in a political 
gathering. Lord Hill did not admit the plea. 
He yielded, he said, to no one in respect for the 
privileges of a Member of Parliament, bnt he 
would not suffer any Officer of the Army to build 
his justification upon them, while he thought fit 
to resort to a measure calculated to compromise 
the character and discipline of the profession. 
'' The prohibition to attend party meetings in their 
Military capacity (excepting when aiding the 
Military authorities) applies to the Officers of the 
Army at large.'* 

In the year previous to this unfortunate affair 
the 20th Foot had received new colours at the 
hands of the Duke of Wellington, the High Con- 
stable of the Tower, who said, as he presented 
them, that of the many distinguished Begimente 
he had had the honour to command, the 20th was 
the h^t and most distinguished. 

No sooner had the first expedition to Affghan- 
istan performed its task, and established a barrier 
against the subtle advances towards India of the 
'^ Autocrat of all the Bussias," than a new cause 
of disquietude arose in another part of the East. 

A large revenue was derived by the East India 
Company from the cultivation of the poppy. The 
opium yielded by the plant found much favour 
among the Chinese, and large quantities were 
annually exported from Bengal for the consump- 
tion of the " Celestials." Taken in moderation, 
opium, when smoked, is said to produce the same 
exhilarating effecto as tobacco, and is not a whit 
more noxious. Used to excess, like everything 
else, it is pernicious. The Chinese Grovernment 
in 1820 had made the discovery that the inordi- 
nate use of the drug destroyed the health and the 
morals of the people, and a decree went forth pro- 
hibiting its importation. But the population— 
and especially the higher ranks of the Chinese — 
bad become too much accustomed to the soothing 
opiate to put up with the interdict, and the 
revenue derived from it by the Bengal Govern- 
ment was of too much importence to encourage a 
consideration of the wishes of the Celestial 
authority. The commerce was continued, and as 
the principal ports in China were closed against 
opium, the contraband article was smuggled. 
Vessels were built in Bengal expressly to carry 
the commodity to the coasts. At length, how- 
ever, the patience of the Emperor of China was 
worn out. He ordered the adoption of the 
most stringent measures to punish the temerity of 
the barbarian traders in the inhibited article; 



and in the execution of his Imperial decree 20,280 
cheste of opium were seized and destroyed 
in 1839, and the British functionaries and mer- 
ohante placed in durance vile. ' The value of the 
property confiscated exceeded 2,500,000^ This 
was a sufficient cawa heUL Early in the ensuing 
year, a Fleet of men-of-war and steamers, convey- 
ing the 18th Boyal Irish, 26th Cameronians, and 
49th Foot, appeared before the island of Chusan, 
and occupied it as a poitU d^appiH for later ope- 
rations. It was an unfortunate locality for the 
troops. A thousand good soldiers were rendered 
hors de combat by disease and bad provisions. 
Agues and fevers were the offspring of the soil 
and the climate, and the haste with which the 
salt meat had been cured by the Commissariat 
caused excoriations of the palate and internal 
complaints. Each Begiment was reduced to the 
merest skeleton. The Cameronians shrank from 
900 men to less than 300. The appearance of 
the British in the Chinese waters led the Covem- 
ment to seek a truce. But the terms of accommo- 
dation proposed to the enemy were not acceded 
to. A descent was therefore made on the island 
of Cheumpee. Several forts protected the island, 
but they were carried with slight I089 to the Eng- 
li^ Naval and Military armament. At Cheumpee, 
at Tycoctoo, at Hong Kong, and Canton, the 
Chinese experienced the force with which Euro- 
pean ships and troops can infiiot blows upon 
offenders. Each discomfiture was followed by 
conventions and treaties, which the Chinese prac- 
tically regarded as so much waste paper. The 
war never seemed to come to an end. By the 
month of October, 1841, Amoy, Cheumpee, and 
Ningpo had been captured. The Chinese showed 
but little capacity for warfare a la mode 
Europeenne, They almost invariably fled after 
firing a few shote. Not until May 1842 was any 
serious loss experienced by the British in action 
with them. In that month a combined Naval and 
Militery atteck was made on Chapoo, and Lieut.- 
Colonel Tomlinson, of the 18th, was killed, Lieut- 
Colonel Mountain (26th), Captein Beignolds 
(49th), and three subalterns wounded, and Captain 
Colin Campbell (55th) died of his wounds. This 
operation was followed by a blockade of the grand 
canal up the river Tang-tee-Eiang, and an 
attack on the city of Tohang-Eliang at the mouth 
of the canal. The Army bad been reinforced by 
the 98th Foot. Lord Saltoun — he who defended 
Hougomont in '15 — had come out to command a 
division under Sir Hugh Gough — the Gough of 
Barrosa, — and a body of native troops arrived 
from Madras and Bengal. Sir Hugh assaiilted the 
city on the 21st of July with his whole Force. 
The Tarters resisted desperately, disputing every 
inch of ground. A retun}> showing that four 
Officers, two seijeants, ai^d thirty rank and file 
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and Beyal Marines were killed, and eighteen 
Officers and 109 non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers wounded, sufficiently attests tbe seTerity 
of the struggle. The city fell, and Sir Hugh 
Gough threatened Nankin. Great as was the 
temptation to attack a city of so much wealth 
and consequence in the very heart of the 
Chinese empire, the British Commissioners (Sir 
Henry Pottinger representing the East India 
Company's Government) preferred the more 
humane and generous course of giving the 
Chinese an opportunity of suing for peace. 
Until then, perhaps, the Emperor had been 
kept in ignorance of the real state of his danger. 
To preserve their own heads, the Mandarins 
who gOTomed the coast towns had probably led 
him to believe that the outside barbarians had 
been chased from the Celestial shores ; but now 
the truth could not be concealed. Four thousand 
Hy^ hundred fighting men, with a Fleet of 
seventy sail, were at his gates, and no amount of 
▼alour could possibly maintain Nankin intact. So 
many miles of enclosure and a million inhabitants 
could not be defended with less than a hundred 
thousand good troops, and the Tartar and Chinese 
Regulars did not exceed 15,000. On the 17th of 
August the Emperor's Commissioner sued for 
peace, and a treaty was duly signed, which gave 
immense advantages to the British. The Chinese 
agreed to pay four millions and a quarter sterling 
money towards the expenses of the war, and 
indemnity for the seized opium. Five of the 
principal ports were thrown open to the trade of 
England ; the island of Hong Eong-was ceded in 
perpetuity; all prisoners were released, and an 
amnesty secured for those Chinese subjects who 
had taken service with the British. The islands 
of Chusan and Eolongsoo were retained as security 
for the money payment and the completion of the 
arrangements for opening the ports. An enormous 
amount of booty in silks, ivories, lacquered ware, 
&c., and many months of batta allowance, 
rewarded the troops for their two years of 
endurance. 

Before the expedition which had attained such 
important ends could return to its quarters, new 
causes of war had arisen on the North-west Fron- 
tier of the British possessions in India. The 
Ameers of Scinde had given great reason for dis- 
satisfaction to the Government during and subse- 
quent to the movement in AfPghanistan. Atrocious 
tyrants to the unhappy people under their rule, 
indifferent to the contracts they had from time 
to time entered into with the English, insolent 
under the belief that they could insult and outrage 
with impunity, they had brought matters to a 
crisis, and no resource but war was left to the 
Earl of Ellenborough, the Governor-General of 
India. 



A soldier of rare ability and daring held the 
command of the British troops in Scinde. The 
whole Force did not comprise more than three or 
four Regiments of Bombay Native Infantry, one 
of Ben^ Cavalry, and a small park of artil- 
lery. But Sir Charles Napier, Ukewise, had the 
22nd Foot with him, and thus sustained he was 
prepared to act against the Ameers at any 
moment that their contumacy should justify inter- 
ference. The occasion arose on tiie 15th of 
February, 1843. Major Outram, the Britbh 
Resident at Hyderabad, was attacked by 8,000 
Beloochees and six guns. He had no means of 
repelling so formidable an assault, and therefore 
quitted the Residency, and joined Sir Charles 
Napier. Fortunately, the General was at no great 
distance from Hyderabad. He had, with a part of 
the 22nd and some Cavalry, advanced from his 
head-quarters to the fortress of Emaum Ghur, 
which he blew up, and was now joined by the 
remainder of the 22nd and three Regiments of 
sepoys. Receiving intelligence that the Ameers 
were at Meanee with 22,000 men, he made at 
once for their position, for he feared that any 
delay until he could receive reinforcements would 
only render them more audacious, and enable 
them to accumulate a larger Force. Sir Charles 
Napier's detachment did not exceed 2,800 men of 
all arms, and twelve pieces of artillery. With 
that little but compact body of soldiers he ad- 
vanced to Meanee, and found the Beloochees well 
posted along the bank of the river Fnlaillee, 
then perfectly dry, their flanks protected by thick 
woods. He was saluted with a cannonade from 
fifteen pieces of artillery. Time only allowed of 
a brief reconnaissance, but that was enough for 
the keen-sighted and determined soldier. Moving 
forwards en echeUon he gave battle to the Ameers, 
although their Army outnumbered his by some 
19,000 men ; and the Beloochees were reputed 
brave and resolute. Let the story of the conquest 
be told in Sir Charleses own language : 

" The enemy was one thousand yards from our 
line, which soon traversed the intervening space. 
Our fire of musketry opened at about 100 yards 
from the bank in reply to that of the enemy, and 
in a few minutes the engagement became general 
along the bank of the river, on which the com* 
batants fought, for about three hours or more with 
great fury, man to msn. Then was seen the 
superiority of the muaket and bayonet over the 
sword, and shield, and matchlock. The brave 
Beloochees, first discharging their matchlocks and 
pistols, dashed over the bank with desperate reso- 
lution, but down went these bold and skilful 
swordsmen under the superior power of the 
musket and the bayonet. At one time, the 
courage and numbers of the enemy against the 
22nd, and the Bombay 25th, and 12th 
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menis of NatiTe Infantry bore heavily in that 
part of the battle. There was no time to be 
lost, and I sent orders to the Cavalry to force the 
right of the enemy's line. This order was very 
gallantly executed by the 9th Bengal Cavalry and 
the Scinde HorsOy for the struggle on our right 
and centre was at that moment so fierce that I 
could not go to the left. In this charge the 9th 
Light Cavalry took a standard and several pieces 
of artillery, and the Scinde Horse took the enemy's 
camp, from which a vast body of their Cavalry 
slowly retired, fighting. Lieutenant Fitagerald 
gallantly pursued them for two miles, and slew 
three of the enemy in single combat. The bril- 
liant conduct of these two Cavalry Regiments, in 
my opinion, was the crisis of the action ; for, from 
the moment the Cavalry were seen in the rear of 
their right fiank, the resistance of our opponents 
slackened ; the 22nd Begiment forced the bank, 
the 25th and 12th did the same, the latter Regi- 
ment capturing several guns, and the victory was 
decided. The Artillery made great havoc among 
the dense nuuses of the enemy, and dismounted 
several of their guns. The whole of the enemy's 
artillery, ammunition, standards, and camp, with 
considerable stores and some treasure, were 
taken." 

The pen of William Napier, which so eloquently 
traced the course of the " Peninsular War," could 
not have more graphically described the fight at 
Meanee, which laid Scinde prostrate. Peccavi ! (I 
have sinned I) exclaimed the conqueror in a pri- 
vate letter, punning in the exultation of his heart. 
The Ameers surrendered themselves prisoners of 
war ; Lord Ellenborough annexed Scinde to the 
British dominions, and appointed Sir Charles 
Napier to govern the province.* But the chickens 
were not all hatched. At Dubba, a few miles 
from Hyderabad, the Shere Mahomet of Meerpore 
had assembled 26,000 swords and matchlocks and 
fifteen guns, and expi-essed himself confident of his 
power to beat the English. Sir Charles Napier soon 
put his capacity to the test. Cn the 24th March, 
5,000 fighting men were in front of the Ameers. 
Adopting the tactics which had proved successful at 
Meanee, Sir Charles attacked the Shere, utterly 
routed his Army, and seised the tenitoxy of 
Meerpore. 

Another of those fruitful sources of war, 
which seemed inseparable from the existence of 
the Native States of India, compelled Lord Ellen- 



* If the reader deiires to be satisfied that the Earl of 
BUenboroagh had aoffioient canne to direct hostile moasures 
to be taken against the Ameers, he is referred to the 
Parliamentary Blue Books of 184Si, the correspondence 
and works of Sir H. Pottinger, Mr Thornton, Sir A. 
Barnes, Captain Eastwick, and the Memoirs of Sir Charles 
Napier. 



borough to the field at the. close of 1843, and 
gave fresh occasion for the valour of the British 
troops. It was now the turn of the Srd Buffs, d9th, 
(Primus in India), the 40th, and the 50th to win 
fresh laurels. The State of Gwalior was the scene 
of their triumphs. Pledged to protect the person 
and interests of the Maharajah dejure, the Qovem- 
ment was bound to uphold the Begent who had 
been appointed to govern during the minority of 
that Maharajah. The Begent was expelled, and 
his office conferred upon a man who had the 
favour of the Maharajah's mother, but did not 
possess the confidence of the chiefs. This usurping 
Begent had committed sundry acts insulting and 
injurious to the British Government, and, confident 
in his Military resources, refused reparation. He 
even went the length of assuming sovereign au- 
thority. Lord Ellenborough demanded that he 
should be g^ven up to the British Government^ 
and an Army was sent, under Sir Hugh Gk)ugh, 
who had become Oommander-in-Ohief in India, to 
enforce the Governor*Gteneral's demand. But the 
usurper preferred fighting to surrendering. He 
drew up an Army of 18,(K)0 men, a large number 
of whom had been drilled and disciplined by 
European Officers, and with 100 guns placed 
himself behind entrenchments in front of the 
village of Maharajpore. Storming the entrench- 
ments and capturing the guns, the 39th and 40th 
Foot attacked the line with the bayonet. A 
sanguinary conflict ensued. Seven hundred and 
ninety-seven killed and wounded is an unusually 
heavy return for a British Force in action with 
native troops. Among the slain was Major- 
General Ohurchill, the Quartermaster-General of 
the Queen's troops$ and six other Officers. On the 
same day a fierce battle was fought at Punniar, 
twelve miles from Gwalior. Major-General Grey 
commanded the troops. The ever-daring 3rd 
Buffs, the 50th — the Begiment which earned 
imperishable renown in the retreat to Ooruna-^ 
led the way, and were cheerfully followed by 
four Begiments of Bengal sepoys. 

Lord Ellenborough, who was present at the 
battle of Maharajpore, was well pleased with the 
result of the two engagements. " They had shed 
new glory upon the British Army, and restored 
the authority of the Maharajah." To commemo- 
rate the occasion, his Lordship, who had strong 
Military sympathies, caused a cross to be struck, 
composed of the metal of the captured guns, 
and decorated all the survivors of the two cam- 
paigns. 

We may dose the history of 1843 — a truly 
warlike year — with a record of the death of one 
of the noblest soldiers in the British Army, Lord 
Lvnedoch — ever to be remembered in connection 
with the stirring events of the Peninsular war as 
Colonel or General Sir Thomas Graham. Sheridan 
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said of liim tliai ''ne^er was there seated a 
loftier spirit in a braver heart." In the retreat 
to Ooranoy "in the hoar of peril Graham was 
their best adviser — in the hour of disaster their 
sorest consolation.'* 



OHAPTEB XXXVL 

Legislfttive ImproTements— Abolitfon of Daelling in the 
Army— Sir Robert Wilson RoBtored^ The Queen's Mar- 
riage — Sir C. Napier diatribntee Medals in Scinde—* 
Death of Runieet Singh — Irruption of Sikhs—The 
Battles of Moodkee, Ferozeshah, Aliwal, Sobraon,* Ghil- 
lianwallah, and Goojerat — ^Tbe Panjaub annexed to 
British India— Reduction of Corporal Punishment — The 
** Gtood-Condnct " Warrant— -Gan-ootton — ^The Long 
Range — ^Nations] Defences — ^Letter of the Duke of 
Wellington to Sir J. Bnrgoyne — Improvements in the 
Army — Medals for Peninsular and other War Services. 

Wise legislative measures of comparatively slight 
individual interest^ bat establishing in the aggre- 
gate the liberal character of the Gk>vemment 
towards the Army, distinguished the early years 
of the reign of Queen Victoria. The fees payable 
on Military Commissions were abolished, Ubraries 
were established in the different Military stations, 
the Military out-pensioners were enrolled, and 
Staff-OfBcors were appointed to pay the pension 
in the districts in which the soldiers resided ; im- 
portant improvements were effected in the system 
of disseminating religious instruction in the 
Army, and punishments in the Military prisons 
which had a tendency to degrade a soldier in his 
own esteem were substituted by labour of a 
professional and useful character. 

In 1842, the Army and the Queen lost Lord 
Hill, the Commander-in-Chief. He was a 
thoroughly estimable man ; and, as a soldier, one 
of the greatest oi-naments of the State. His ser- 
vices in the Peninsula had been beyond all price. 
The men were happy under his command, for 
they had confidence in his ability ; and his 
headthy, robust appearance always reminded them 
of an English country gentleman. Excepting 
8ir Stapleton Cotton, he was the only Officer for 
whom the Duke of Wellington asked a favour of 
the Crown. On LoM Hill's death, the Duke 
again became Commander«in-Chief. 

Pugnacity is held to be a quality of some value 
^'when the blast of war blows in our ears." 
Stiffening the sinews and summoning up the blood, 
the British soldier goes to his work con amcre, 
and woe be to the foe who does not present a bold 
front to his vigorous attacks, or evade the contest 
altogether by a series of judicious manoeuvres. 
But that which is a virtue in war is a dangerous 
superfluity in a time of peace ; for it stimulates 
persoQal (juarrel, and converts into eoemies the 



men we should cherish as brethren and friends. 
Perhaps the absence of occupation is one great 
incentive to the indulgence of " angry passions." 
An undue importance b attached to tnfles, and 
we display our valour in minor disputes that we 
may not be suspected of a deficiency of that- 
attribute when called upon to use it in the field. 
In no other way can the many duels and Courts- 
Martial which engaged public attention in Eng- 
land between 1840 and 1843, be'aoooonted for. 
Some of the former had frivolous commencements 
and absurd conclusions. Men called one another 
out on slender pretexts,, exchanged shots, missed 
their aim, bowed, declared their "honour" satisfied, 
and went home with the agreeable conscionsness 
that they had done something worthy of their 
reputation. , Once in a way a gentleman was hit 
in the ribs, as in the instance of Lieut. Harvey 
Tuckett, who received Lord Cardigan's ballet ; and 
once only— once too many — a gallant Officer, 
Lieatenant-Colonel Pawcett, of the 55th, was 
killed by his brother-in-law. Lieutenant Munro, 
of the Life Guards, on account of some family 
differences. 

Against these exhibitions, so deliberately wicked, 
cruel, and ridiculous, the public voice was at length 
raised, and the Secretary at War felt it incumbent 
upon him to pat an effectual stop to them in the 
Army as a prelude to their universal discontinuance. 
On the 25th April, 1844, amended Articles of War 
were promulgated from the War Office bj the 
Queen's authority — an authority never exercised 
in a better cause — " for the purpose of more 
effectually disco araging and prohibiting a practice 
which was a violation of Her Majesty's orders^ 
and a flagrant breach of the law of the land.'* 
The articles, which have not been, and it is to be 
hoped never will be repealed, until society has 
forgotten that such a preposterous method as that 
of the duello for the adjustment of misunderstand- 
ings ever disgraced a civilised age, dedared that 
it is suitable to the character of honourable men 
to apologise and offer redress for wrong or insalt 
committed, and equally so for the party aggrieved 
to accept frankly and cordially explanations and apo- 
logies for the same. If such redress be refused to be 
given or to be accepted, and the friends of the parties 
have failed to reconcile the difference, a reference 
should be made to the Commanding Officer on the 
spot, who is bound to use his best advice and in- 
fluence to reconcile the parties ; and the differences 
having been honourably settled by the good offices 
and responsibility of the Commanding Officer, 
ought never to be revived by either party, or by 
any other Officer or body of Officers. If, how- 
ever, the Commanding Officer shoald fail to recon- 
cile the parties, it becomes his duty to take such 
measures as he may deem necessary, in order to 
prevent a duel or to maintain good order in Her 
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Majesty's Senrice ; and the person refusing to be 
reconciled is liable to be brought to a Oourt-Mar- 
tial ; and, if convicted, cashiered or otherwise 
punished. Officers who are friends or seconds of 
the parties, are expected to exert their influence 
to adjust a difference in tenns consistent with the 
honour of each of the parties. The failure in 
settling a difference being generally attributed to 
excessive demands for reparation made by one of 
the parties, the conduct of the seconds is liable to 
be investigated, as well as that of the principals, 
in all cases in which a dispute is referred for the 
consideration of a Court-Martial. Personal dif- 
ferences between gentlemen living together as 
brother Officers can seldom fail to be honourably 
and promptly adjusted, in the first instance, by 
explanations between their matual friends. The 
propriety of an early explanation and acknow- 
ledgment of error was so forcibly pointed out by 
the Duke of Wellington in confirming the sentence 
of a general Oourt-Martial, in 1810, that Sir 
Henry Hardinge, the Secretary at War, in pro- 
mulgating the new Articles, echoed his Grace's 
sentiments on that point. 

*' The Officers of the Army should recollect," 
said the illustrious Field-Marshal, '' that it is not 
only no degradation, but that it is meritorious, in 
him who is in the wrong to acknowledge and atone 
for his error, and that the momentary humiliation 
which every man may feel upon making such an 
acknowledgment is more than atoned for by the 
subsequent satisfaction which it affords him, and 
by avoiding a trial and conviction of conduct un- 
becoming an Officer." 

The happiest effects flowed ' from the Boyal 
prohibition of the practice of duelling. When 
civilians found that Military men, who gave the 
laws in all that related to personal honour, could 
£nd other means of satisfying injuries than a 
resort to "pistols and twelve paces," they dis- 
continued the " cartel " in like manner, and 
the trade of all such promoters of a " snug 
lying in the Abbey " as Sheridan's ** Sir Lucius 
0*Trigger " was abandoned for a more rational 
and pacific interference. 

Characteristic of the humane and gentle govern- 
ment of the Queen were many of the Military 
measures which distinguished the administration 
of the period. Among others may be noted the 
'restoration to the Anny of Sir Bobert Wilson, 
after many years of as much disgrace as could be 
infficted by the refusal of Her Majesty's prede- 
cessors to recognise the testimony of the House 
of Commons to his personal worth. He came 
back to the Army with the rank of General, 
and was warmly welcomed by his professional 
brethren. 

The marriage of the Queen to Prince Albert of 
Saxe Coburg could not be noticed in its proper 



place, without an interruption of the narrative. 
Every event which could add to the happiness of 
the Monarch was of interest to her Army ; but 
her union with the virtuous young Prince, her 
cousin, was peculiarly agreeable to the profession, 
of which he was by education and inclinatioe a 
member. The highest Military rank was confened 
upon Prince Albert, and the country felt itself 
honoured in the appearance of his name among 
the Field-Marshals of the Army. 

Lord EUenborough's introduction of the system 
of " medalling " good Military service was not 
confined to the troops who had fought under his 
own eye. The heroes of Meanee and Hyderabad 
(Dubba) were equally considered deserving of the 
distinction, and Sir Charles Napier enjoyed the 
privilege of distributing the medals to. the brave 
men who had won for him a province, prize money, 
and additional honour. As eloquent as he was 
skilful and courageous, he addressed the troops in 
a nervous and familiar style, peculiarly suited to 
their character and temperament. " Soldiers I '* 
he exclaimed, " Soldiers ! the battle of Meanee is 
among those of which history will speak as prov- 
ing the superiority of discipline over numbers; 
and it is weU, soldiers ! that we should dwell upon 
these things, that we may understand how medals 
are won, and why they are bestowed. 

*' Had we been without disciplinCi valour alone 
would not have won the victories of Meanee and 
Hyderabad. Valour is like the strength of a man ; 
discipline is like his mind, that directs his strength 
to effective exertion. If two pugilists have a box- 
ing match, and one strikes at random, while the 
other boxes with science, planting every blow 
home, we know how the fight must soon be 
decided. So it is with two Armies, the one dis- 
ciplined, the other without discipline. The General 
of the disciplined Army directs his columns upon 
that part of the enemy's position which he deems 
to be the weakest, as the mind of the boxer directs 
his blow against the opening offered by his un- 
skilful enemy. But this is not all ; obedience to 
orders (which is discipline) enables us to bring up 
all the necessary provisions of war to the day and 
to the hour ; thus food and ammunition are at 
hand to support the blow of battle, just as the 
shoulder and the body are thrown forward to sup- 
port and give vigour to the blow of the pugilist. 
But not only is valour useless without discipline^ 
but it is even dangerous ; for, without discipline, 
the rashly brave would run heedlessly against the 
enemy, the cautious would seek 'vantage ground, 
and the timid would retreat. Thus the Army 
would be scattered ; but when an Army is disci- 
plined, the ponderous charges of Cavalry, the 
steady tramp of the advancing Lif antry, preparing 
to charge with a mighty shout, and the rolling 
thunder of artillery pouring forth its iron shower, 
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all comUne nmaltaneoaaly to strike and oyertHrow 
the enemy. 

" Thofly soldiers, are medals won ; more by dis- 
dpline than by any extraordinary efforts of indi- 
yidoal courage. To reward this obedienoe medals 
are bestowed, so that every man who wears this 
honoured badge is known to the world as one who, 
in the midst of the noise, the danger, and eonfu- 
sion of battle, had obeyed orders, and performed 
the three great duties of a soldier — fint, not to 
fire without orders ; next, when he does fire, to 
level low, so as to make sure of striking down an 
enemy ; thirdly, to keep his rank and dress upon 
his coloun. The medal teUs the world that ke 
has bravely done these things, and no man can 
walk with one of these medals on his breast with- 
out feeling the conscious pride of an intrepid 
soldier ! His caste may be high caste, or it may 
be low caste, but the soldier who bears on his 
breast a medal won in battle is above all the castes 
in the world. The pleasure of giving you these 
medals, soldiers of the 12thBegiment (Native In- 
fantry), is indeed great to me. I saw your valiant 
conduct, and I rejoice in distributing the reward 
which you honourably earned^ and my satisfaction 
is increased by the presence of so large a body of 
Europeans ; for it affords me an opportunity of 
saying to my countrymen that they will find these 
swarthy warriors of the East staunch and true in 
action as they were at Meanee and Hyderabad, 
when they followed the example set them by the 
glorious ' Twenty-second BegimentL* They will 
fight to the last drop of their blood, and stand or 
fidl by the side of their European comrades. If 
the Almighty so wiUs it that in these eventful 
times war should again arise, and that I am 
once more permitted to lead an Army into the 
field, I should go into action with perfect con- 
fidence in the courage of the Native troops. I 
speak of what I know of their gallantry, not 
from what I hear, but from what I have seen, 
and from my own knowledge of their daring 
courage. 

" Here I must address myself, in a more direct 
manner to the Officers now before me, and in 
justice to them say, that their conduct, and the 
conduct of all the British Officers in these two 
battles, was very noble. For several hours the 
two lines were fighting close to each other, and as 
I cast my eye along the field I everywhere saw 
the British Officers display their worthiness as 
Military leaders, and wiUi unflinching intrepidity 
animating their soldiers to battle I " 

Lord Ellenborough's administration of the 
affairs of India, however acceptable to the Army, 
was very distasteful to the East India Directors. 
He was peremptorily recalled by that Board, and 
his place supplied by Sir Henry Hardinge, a 
General Officer, who, as a member of the House 



of Commons and the Gbvemment, had displayed 
a legislatorial ability of no common order. 

With every disposition to give repose to India 
and recruit the finances of the East India Com- 
pany, Sir Henry Hardinge was hurried into a war 
almost as soon as he had taken his seat at Cal- 
cutta. 

Bunjeet Singh, the ruler of the Punjaub, had 
died in 1839. While he lived, the most amicable 
relations subsisted between the Gk>vemment of 
India and the inhabitants of the oountiy of the 
Five Rivers. The wily old chief had seen State 
after State absorbed into the territories of the 
East India Company through the folly and wicked- 
ness of the Princes^ who disregarded the obliga- 
tions of treaties ; and though at heart he enter- 
tained no regard for his powerful neighbours, he 
was too astute to risk his position by a collision 
with them. Generals Allard, Ventura^ and Ava- 
tabile — French and Italian adventurers — ^had ren- 
dered his Army very formidable to the undis- 
ciplined States in the North and West ; but it was 
a question whether it could stand agunst tl e 
soldiers who had conquered Hyder and Tipp- o, 
Holkar and Sdndiah, the Affghans, and the Scin- 
dians. This question Bunjeet's successors re- 
solved to try. His immediate heir died in 1840. 
The next had been killed by the accidental falling 
of a gateway. The third occupant of the mus- 
nud was assassinated in open Court. A child 
succeeded to the sceptre ; and the Maharanee, his 
mother, held the Begencyin 1844. During these 
years the Sikhs had burned with desire for occu- 
pation, and the rich provinces of the English 
^ offered a temptation to their cupidity. Held in 
restraint by successive Governments, their wishes 
only augmented with denial. The moment had 
now arrived for the gratification of the long- 
cherished desire. Troublesome as the Sirdars 
(chieftains) were to the new Power at Lahore, 
the Vizier readily gave his consent for their 
departure beyond the limits of the Punjaub, and 
they foolishly made choice of the Upper Provinces 
of India. For some time Sir Henry Hardinge was 
reluctant to believe that the Sikhs would venture 
to cross the frontier, and in this reliance upon 
their prudence and moderation he was content to 
leave Sir John- Littler at Ferozepore with 7,000 
men. But in the middle of December, 1845, the 
Sikhs undeceived the Governor-General as to 
their intentions. They crossed the Sutlej with 
60,000 warriors, and a large number of heavy 
guns. Devastation. was their immediate object. 
Alarm spread throughout the country. Sir Hugh 
Gough, the Commander-in-Chief, hurried the best 
troops in the upper stations to meet and drive 
them back ; and Sir Heory Hardinge, putting aside 
his Military rank, hastened to place himself by Sir 
Hugh's side, and give him the benefit of his 
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experienoe. At Moodkee, on the 18tli December, tHe 
Sikhs were encoantered by a body of exhausted 
troops, who had made forced marches under the most 
terrible of privations to meet them. A very severe 
battle was fought — a battle that cost the English 
some of their best blood. Sir Robert Sale was 
mortally wounded ; Sir John McOaskill was shot 
through the chest. Eight hundred and seventy- 
two Officers and soldiers were killed or wounded 
in the conflict. The Sikhs had the advantage in 
numbers. Their ample and extended line far out- 
flanked Sir Hugh Gough*s little Army. It was 
only by repeated charges of our Cavalry upon 
their flank that the advantage possessed by the 
enemy could be counteracted. Betiring from 
Moodkee the Sikhs entrenched themselves at 
Ferozeshah. One hundred and twenty pieces of 
cannon, protected by breastworks, defended^ the 
position. Sir John Littler coming from Feroze- 
pore with 5,000 men, two Begiments of Cavalry, 
and twenty-one field guns, Sir Henry Hardinge 
and Sir Hugh GK>ugh agreed to attack the enemy's 
works. The united Forces amounted to nearly 
17,000 men. Another desperate battle — ^more 
desperate than the conflict at Moodkee — ^was 
fought on the 21st December. It was imposiible 
to silence the heavy guns of the enemy, excepting 
by the most daring charges upon their line. The 
drd Light Dragoons performed marvels of gal- 
lantry ; the 50th and 62nd Begiments of Foot, 
the 29th and 53rd, upheld the renown of the 
British Infantry. The entrenchments were forced, 
but the Sikhs did not retire from the field. Night 
closed upon the combatants. Almost inter- 
mingled with the enemy, the British bivouacked 
on the position of the Sikhs, and renewed the 
fight with the dawn. Sir Hugh Gough was at 
the head of the right wing ; Sir Henry Hardinge 
directed the left. Bearing down all opposition, 
the invincible line drove the enemy out of the vil- 
lage of Ferozeshah, swept his camp, and dislodged 
him from his entire position. Up came Sirdar Tej 
Singh with immense reinforcements of Infantry, 
Artillery, and irregular horse. Sir Hugh Gough 
directed his almost exhausted Cavalry to threaten 
both of the Sikh flanks at once. The Sirdar, 
who had been plying his guns with great vigour, 
witnessed this demonstration with alarm and drew 
off his troops. The British took possession of the 
field. It was won at great cost — 2,415 men had 
fallen, and of that vast number 115 were European 
Officers. But the Sikhs had been checked, in that 
direction at least. 

Early in January, 1846, the Sirdars menaced 
the rich and populous town of Loodianah, and at 
the same time raised a long and powerful line of 
entrenchments (under the supervision of Spanish 
and French Officers) near Sobraon, on the Sutlej. 
Major-General Sir Harry Smith, a brave Penin- 



sular solder, who had done good service on 
the Cape frontier, was despatched with a Brigade 
to intercept the movement upon Loodianah. 
After losing his baggage at Buddewal by an 
erroneous manoeuvre, which threw him out of 
communication with a part of his small force, Sir 
Harry Smith came up with the enemy near the 
village of Aliwal. The possession of that village 
was the aim of the QeneraL It was strongly 
defended by Artillery, supported by Infantry. 
Sir Harry was fortunate in his Cavalry. The 
16th Lancers were with him. The Bengal Horse 
vied with the European troops. Charge after 
charge was made in one direction — ^the British 
Infantry and Sepoys pushed the enemy in another. 
The struggle was awful. Three times was the 
Sikh line ridden through before it could be 
thoroughly dispersed. At last the Sikhs gave 
way, and fied across the Sutlej, leaving fifty 
pieces of artillery in the hands of Sir Harry 
Smith. 

By the beginning of Februaxy a heavy siege 
train had been brought up from Delhi, and Sir 
Hugh Gt>ugh and his colleague deemed it advi- 
sable to attack the Sikhs in their powerful and 
extended entrenchment-s at Sobraon. Fully pre- 
pared for a stubborn resistance, they arranged to 
breach the works and endeavour to carry them by 
storm. They accomplished their purpose, after 
one of the hardest encounters of which the annals 
of warfare in India afford any trace. Captain 
Cunningham, of the Bengal Army, has told the 
story of this fearful campaign in language as 
picturesque as the narrative is truthful It is 
difficult to resist the temptation to transcribe from 
his pages the vivid description of the charges and 
repuls^,the renewed conflicts and their triumphant 
results. The Sikhs were everywhere driven from 
their positions, and the discomfited host fled 
<icro8s the Sutlej, recalling the incidents of Marl- 
borough's great fight at Blenheim. A sudden rise 
of seven inches had rendered the river hardly 
fordable by the fugitives. In their efforts to 
reach the opposite bank through deepened water, 
the enemy suffered a terrible carnage from the 
Horse Artillery. Hundreds fell under the 
cannonade. " Hundreds upon hundreds," wrote 
Sir Hugh Gough, " were drowned in attempting 
the perilous passage. Their awful slaughter, con- 
fusion, and dismay were such as would have 
excited compassion in the hearts of their generoua 
conquerors, if the Ehalsa troops had not, in the 
earlier part of the action,. suUied their gallantly 
by slaughtering and barbarously mangling every 
wounded soldier whom, in the vicissitudes of 
attack, the fortune of war left at their mercy.'' 

Out of thirty-seven thousand men engaged in 
the battle of Sobraon, the Sikhs lost nearly 
fourteen thousand. The killed and wounded on 
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the part of tlie Briiisli exceeded two thousand 
three hundred. Among the killed was the gal- 
lant Sir B. Dick, who had been with the 42nd at 
Waterloo ; among the wounded was Major-Qeneral 
Walter Baleigh Gilbert. 

Sobraon was the Waterloo of the Sikhs. The 
flower of the Army was destroyed. Their expec- 
tation of raraging India had prored a snare and 
a delusion. Under the walls of Lahore their 
submission was dictated. Sir Henry Hardinge 
was extremely moderate in the terms exacted. 
The Punjaub was permitted to remain in the 
gubernatorial hands of Dhuleep Singh, but the 
tract of the country lying between the Beeas and 
the Sntlej was to continue in the occupation of 
English Begiments, and the sum of one million 
and a half sterling be paid to cover the expenses 
of the war. 

Peerages and pensions rewarded ,the heroic 
exertions of Generals Gough and Hardinge, and 
Knighthoods were freely bestowed upon the 
leading Officers who had fought at Mooltan, 
Ferozeshah, Aliwal, and Sobraon. 

The thanks of Parliament were also unanimously 
Yoted to them, and upon the occasion of the 
Minister's bringing forward the proposition in 
their honour, the Duke of Wellington took occa- 
sion to add the weight of his good opinion to the 
testimony of the nation. 

But the work was unfinished. It was left to 
Lord Hardinge*8 successor, the Marquis of Dal- 
housie, to annihilate the Sikh authority com- 
pletely, and annex the whole of the Punjaub to the 
British dominions. The moderation of the con- 
querors was repaid by fresh aggressions and the 
foul murder of political Officers. New wars 
arose, and before the walls of Mooltan and on the 
fields of Ohillianwallah and Goojerat the British 
taught fresh lessons to the rash Sirdars and their 
uncontrollable followers. The 3rd, 9th, and 14th 
light Dragoons, the 10th, 20th, and d2ud Foot, 
had several opportunities of distinguishing them- 
selves. But their loss was heavy. Colonels 
Oureton and W. Havelock, of the Cavalry ; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Brookes and Pennycuick, of the 
Infantry, sealed the conquest of the Punjaub with 
their blood. Between the 18th of December, 1845, 
and the 21st of February, 1849, little more than 
three years, no fewer than 10,788 men and Officers 
had fallen in the conflicts with the warlike Sikhs. 

Militaiy operations in the years 1845 and ] 846 
were not confined to India. In the former year 
it was found necessary to send an expedition 
against the farmers on Orange Biver (Cape of 
Good Hope), who had attacked the villages and 
kraals of the Grijen tribe of Hottentots, who had 
sought British proteetion. In this expedition the 
91st ArgyUshire Highlanders behaved extremely 
well, and in the following year the Begiment re- 



ottved new colours. In 1846 a Caffre War broke 
out, when the Begiment again distinguished 
itself. Not alone, however, in the battle-field did 
the 91st reap immortal honour. The conduct of 
the Beserve Battalion on the occasion of the 
wreck of the Abercrombie Bobinson, freight ship, 
wiU for ever hold a place in the records of the 
Corps, and should adorn a page in every Military 
history, as a striMng example of the moral courage 
of British troops when under excellent discipline. 
The details of the shipwreck will be found in the 
Appendix. It is sufficient to state, in this place, 
that although the ship was in such a position that 
it was expected eveiy moment she would founder, 
the men, nearly 500 in number, then under the 
immediate command of Captain (afterwards 
Colonel) Bertie Gordon, assembled on deck as 
regularly as if they had been on parade on shore, 
' and never moved until the women and children 
had been rescued, and the boats could receive the 
men and Officers. All this took place in the 
midst of a terrible storm ; and, as Lord de Bos 
justly observes in his ' Young Officer's Companion,' 
nothing could have saved the troops but the calm 
and undaunted conduct of Captain Bertie Gordon. 
He was appointed soon afterwards to the StafiT, 
and later in his career received a good service 
pension. 

One more Military incident in this year merits 
mention. 

A dispute having arisen with the Government 
of the United States of America regarding the 
Oregon territory contiguous to Hudson's Bay, and 
war appearing imminent, a wing of the 6th Foot, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Crofton, was sent with 
a detachment of Artillery to Prince Bopert's 
Land, on the Bed Biver, to protect the settlement. 
The duty was well performed under serious diffi- 
culties, and received the acknowledgmente of the 
Government ; but no collision happUy took place. 

The Duke of Wellington was very averse to 
any alteration in the laws which governed the 
Army, and had always set his face against the 
movements of certain parties in favour of the 
abolition of corporal punishment. But the strong 
common sense of the great Captain nicely discri- 
minated between what was necessary as punish- 
ment, and what, ceasing to be necessary, became 
wanton cruelty. He therefore so far yielded to 
public opinion, and the suggestions of humanity, 
as to issue an order limiting the maximum of the 
punishment to fifty lashes. Less than that maxi- 
i&um sufficed for torture, and the disgrace of ex- 
posure was not diminished. 

Eighteen hundred and forty-«ix was altogether 
a profitable year for the British soldier. WhUa 
his fears of chastisement were abated, his hopes 
of reward were augmented. A Queen's Warrant 
was issued by the Secretary at War, now popa- 
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larly Imown as tlie "Good-condact Warrant/' the 
purpose of wHcli was to improve the condition of 
the meiitorioos soldier. The document decidedly 
marked an era in Military legislation, and had a 
material influence upon the enlistment of soldiers. 
It provided that every soldier ranking below 
seijeant, whose name had not appeared in the 
Begimental Defaulters* Book for at least two years 
immediately preceding his daim, should have one 
penny per day extra. After a service of eight 
years, if he had uninterruptedly drawn the extra 
penny, he was to receive 2d. a day ; after thirteen 
years, 3d. per day ; every five years augmenting 
the additional receipt until a service of twenty- 
eight years should give the soldier a claim to six« 
pence per diem extra. Very stringent rules to 
ensure a continuance of '' good conduct " accom- 
panied this boon. Forfeiture of the whole of the 
extra pay followed upon any serious offence, and 
by steady extra service only could the lost position 
be recovered. 

Distinguishing marks upon the Begimental 
jacket of the soldier and other good -conduct 
badges accompanied the additional pay, and ele- 
vated the soldier in his own esteem and that of 
his comrades. 

As the above rules only affected privates and 
corporals, sums not exceedmg 201, per annum 
were granted, by the same Warrant, to Serjeants 
for distinguished or meritorious service either 
while actually serving or after discharge with or 
without pension, and were permitted to be held 
during service and together with the pension. If 
a non-commissioned officer was promoted to com- 
missioned rank, the Warrant provided that the 
State should grant him for an outfit lOOZ. if in 
the Engineers, Infantry, and Foot Artillery ; 130Z. 
if in the Gape Mounted Bifles; and 150Z. if in 
the Horse Artillery or Cavalry. 

In 1846 Military savings banks were instituted. 
Scientific discoveries in connection with war also 
began about this time to attract attention. Espe- 
cially was a lively interest taken in the scheme of 
a Captain Warner for destroying the works of an 
enemy at a long range. Between the discoverer's 
fears lest his invention should become too well 
known and appropriated before he could reap the 
full benefit of his originality, and the scruples of 
doubt as to the alleged efficacy of the invention 
which public and professional jealousy entertained, 
it was some time before Captain Warner's ideas 
were subjected to the test of inquiry. Viscount 
Ingestre, afterwards Lord Shrewsbury, urged the 
grant of a sum of money for the purchase of the 
Captain's grand secret ; and there were not wanting 
public writers who denounced the parsimony and 
want of patriotism which withheld 100,000Z. 
from a man who could put^into the hands of his 
country the means of b^ng formidable to its foes. 



But the Govemment steaiily refused to advance 
any money until the capability of the invisible 
shell to destroy objects at the long range of three 
miles had been tried. At length experiments 
were facilitated by the Ordnance authorities, and 
the whole thing proved a failure. 

Another invention disclosed in 1846 was of 
more interest. Professor Schonbein, a German, 
astonished the public with the discovery of an 
explosive compound appearing to possess advan- 
tages over gunpowder, and to this he gave the 
name of " Gun Cotton." On the application of a 
spark the solid mass of cotton was at once con- 
verted to a gaseous state, producing scarcely any 
smoke, and if carefully preserved, leaving no 
residuum behind. It was not liable to be injured 
by wet, as proved by experiment, and the success 
with which it was used in blasting Cornish mines 
was very striking. The professor took out a 
patent for his invention, and the foUowing 
appeared from, the spedfication to be the mode 
of preparation : 

" The matter of vegetable origin preferred as 
being best suited for the purposes of the invention 
is cotton as it comes into this country freed from 
extraneous matters ; and it is stated to be desirable 
to operate on the clean fibres of the cotton in a 
dry state. The acids are nitric acid of from 1*45 
to 1'50 specific gravity, and sulphuric acid of 1*85 
specific gravity. The acids are mixed together in 
the proportion of one measure of nitric acid to 
three measures of sulphuric acid, in any suitable 
or convenient vessel not liable to be affected by 
the acids. A great degree of heat being generated 
by the mixture, it is left to cool until its tempera- 
ture falls to 60 or 50 degrees Fahrenheit. The 
cotton is then immersed in it ; and in order that 
it may become thoroughly impregnated or satu- 
rated with the acids, it is stirred with a rod of 
glass or other material not affected by the acids. 
The cotton should be introduced in as open a state 
as practicable. The acids are then poured or 
drawn off, and the cotton gently pressed by a 
presser of glazed earthenware, to press out the 
acids ; after which it is covered up in the vessel, and 
allowed to stand for about an hour. It is subse- 
quently washed in a continuous fiow of water, 
until the presence of the acids is not indicated by 
the ordinary test of litmus paper. To remove 
any uncombined portions of the adds which may 
remain after the cleansing process, the patentee 
dips the cotton in a weak solution of carbonate of 
potash to one gallon of water, and partially dries 
it by pressing as before. The cotton is then 
highly explosive, and may be used in that state ; 
but to increase its explosive power, it is dipped in 
a weak solution of nitrate of potash, and lastly, 
dried in a room heated by hot air or steam to about 
150 degrees Fahrenheit." 
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On tlie leth of Aagast, 1846, Sir De Lacjr 
Evans brought forward a motion for an ad- 
dress to the Qaeen, praying that Her Majesty 
would order that ''some measures of relief 
be awarded to the War Officers of th^ Army 
of various ranks towards remedying the retard- 
ment of promotion in late years, and the conse- 
quent increasing privation) in advanced age, of 
professional advantage or provision, and that a 
favourable consideration be granted to the humble 
and dutiful representatives of the surviving 
veterans of Trafalgar and the Peninsular War for 
a medal commemorative of their faithful service 
in those great conflicts." The Whig Ministry of 
the day (Lord J. Bussell, Mr Fox Maule, &c.) did 
not appear in the least disposed to support the 
motion* of Sir De Lacy Evans. Mr Maule declared 
that the eagerness to enter the Army was even 
' then so great that there were candidates enough 
to fill up all vacant commissions for twenty years 
to come without any additional encouragement, 
and he supposed that all that was requisite in the 
way of reward had been done soon after the great 
war. Happily, the indifference of the Govern- 
ment was not reflected in higher places, nor was 
Sir De Lacy Evans left to fight the battle of 
justice single-handed. The Duke of Bichmond, 
who, as Earl March, had seen Peninsular service, 
and was an Aide-de-Gamp to the Puke of Wel- 
lington at Waterloo, echoed the sentiments of 
General Evans, and in a few months the Fountain 
of all Honour had announced her gracious desire 
that a medal should be granted to the survivors 
of the Peninsular War. It seemed anomalous 
that while the single battle of Waterloo should 
have been commemorated by a medal to all ranks, 
none but Commanding Officers of Regiments and 
Field Officers should bear on their breasts the 
proofs of their participation in the numerous 
battles and sieges in Spain and Portugal ; and 
none of any rank had been decorated for 
*'Maida," "Egypt," and " Assay e." Medals 
were ordered, and clasps with the names of special 
victories were attached to them. The Memorial 
of the Officers praying for the Peninsular medal 
was drawn up by Sir John Philippart, the Editor 
of the 'Naval and Military Gazette/ and he 
warmly co-operated with the Duke of Bichmond 
in bringing it before Her Majesty. 

A creditable finale to the proceedings of 1846 
was the establishment of the " Boyal Hibernian 
Military School" in Dublin. This educational 
institution had existed under another title, under 
the auspices of Parliament, for seventy or eighty 
years as an exclusively Protestant establishment ; 
but the Boyal Charter of December 19th, 1846, 
which altered its designation, at the same time 
opened the doors of the asylum to the children of 
old pensioners, exempting them from the recep- 



tion of religious instruction by the Protestant 
Chaplains attendant on the members of the Church 
as established in Ireland. 

During the reign of Louis Philippe, the King 
of the French, there was much interchange of 
courtesy between the Crowns of England and 
France. Queen Victoria accepted the hospitalities 
of the Chateau d*Eu, and her portals at Windsor 
were open to receive the result of the barricades 
of 1830. But beneath the hienveiUance of the 
French Sovereign there lurked a spirit of chi- 
canery which found strong development in an 
intrigue to bring about a matrimonial alliance 
between a youthful scion of the House of Orleans 
and a Spanish princess. As no call for the services 
of the British Army arose out of that political 
move, it need not be further alluded to in these 
pages. However, as if participating in the secret 
hostility to England which never seems to be 
absent from the French mind, the Prince de Join- 
ville, one of the sons of Louis Philippe, wrote 
and published a brochure in 1847, showing with 
what facility an invading Fleet could be sent from 
France to sail up the Biver Thames ! This pam- 
phlet excited much indi^^nation and some alarm in 
Great Britain, but its publication was so far advan- 
tageous, in that it drew attention to the defence- 
less state of our shores, and led to orders for their 
protection. The Duke of Wellington, though 
then in his eightieth year, immediately wrote to 
General Sir John Burgoyne, of the Engineers, the 
Inspector of Fortifications, a letter embracing 
his sentiments on the subject of the defences of 
the country. It ran thus : 

** You are aware that I have for years been 
sensible of the alteration produced in maritime 
warfare and operations by iLe application of steam 
to the propelling of ships at sea. • . . This 
discovery immediately exposed all parts of the 
coasts of these islands, which a vessel could 
approach at all, to be approached at all times of 
the tide and in all seasons, by vessels so pro- 
pelled, from all quarters. We are, in, fact, assail- 
able and, at least, liable to insult, and to have 
contributions levied upon us on all parts of our 
coast — ^that is, the coast of those, including the 
Channel Islands, which to this time, from the 
period of the Norman Conquest, have never been 
successfully invaded. I have in vain endeavoured 
to awaken the attention of different Administra- 
tions to this state of things, as well known to our 
neighbours (rivals in power, at least, former 
adversaries and enemies) as it is to ourselves. 
. . . I have above, in few words, represented 
our danger. We have no defence, or hope of 
defence, excepting in our Fleet. • . • It ia 
perfectly true that, as we stand at present, with 
our Naval arsenals and dockyards not half gahi- 
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soned, 6,000 men of all arma ooold not be pat 
under arms, if required, for any sernce whatever, 
without leaying standing, without relief, all em- 
ployed on any duty, not excepting even the goarda 
over the palaces and the person of the Sovereign. 
I calcolate that a declaration of war would pro- 
bably find our own garrisons of the strength as 
follows, particularly considering that one of the 
most common accusations agunst this country is 
that the practice has been to commence reprisals 
at sea simultaneously with a declaration of war, 
the order for the first of which must have been 
issued before the last can have been published. 
We ought to be with garrisons as follows at the 
moment war is declared: 



Channel laUmda^ (besides the Militia 
of each, well* organised, tndned, 
and disoiplined) . • • • 

Plymouth . • • • • • 

Milford Haven 

Cork 

Portsmoath • • • • • 

Dover 

Sheemess, Chatham, and the Thames 



Men. 



10,000 
10,000 
6,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
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I suppose that one-half of the whole regular 
force of the country would be stationed in Ireland, 
which half would give the garrison for Cork. The 
remainder must be supplied from the half of the 
whole force at home stationed in Great Britain. 
The whole force employed at home in Great 
Britain and Ireland would not afford a sufficient 
number of men for the mere defence and occu- 
pation on the breaking out of war of the works 
constructed for the defence of the dockyards and 
Naval arsenals, without leaving a single man dis- 
poes^le. The measure upon which I have 
earnestly entreated different Administrations to 
decide, which is constitutional, and has been 
invariably adopted in time of peace for the last 
eighty years, is to raise, embody, organise, and 
discipline the Militia of the same numbers for 
each of the three kingdoms united as during the 
late war. This would give a mass of organised 
force amounting to about 150,000 men, which 
we might immediately set to work to discipline. 
This alone would enable us to establish the 
strength of our Army. This, with an augmen- 
tation of the force of the regular Army, which 
would not cost 400,000/., would put the country 
on its legs in respect to personal force, and I 
would engage for its defence, old as I am. But, 
as we stand now, and if it be true that the 
exertions of the Fleet alone are not sufficient to 
provide' for our defence, we are not safe for a 
week after the declaration of war. 

" I am accustomed to the consideration of these 
questions, and have examined and reconnoitred, 
over and over again, the whole coast from the 
North Foreland by Dover, Folkestone, Beadhy 



Head, Brighton, Arundel, to Belsey Bill, near 
Portsmouth, and I say that excepting immediately 
under the fire of Dover Castle, there is not a spot 
on the coast on which Infantry might not be 
thrown on shore, at any time of tide, with any 
wind and in any weather, and from which such a 
body of Infantry, so thrown on shore, would not 
find within the distance of five miles, a road into 
the interior of the country through the cliffs 
practicable for the march of a body of troops. 

<< Thus, in the space of coast (that is, between 
the North Foreland and Selsey BiU), there are not 
less than seven small harbours or mouths of 
rivers, each without defence, of which an enemy 
having landed his Infantry on the coast, might 
take possession, and thereon land his Cavalry and 
Artillery of all calibie, and establish himself and 
his communication with France. The nearest 
part of the coast to the metropolis is undoubtedly 
the coast of Sussex, from the east and west side 
of Beachy Head and to Selsey BilL There are 
not less than twelve great roads leading from 
Brighton upon London, and the French Army 
must be much altered indeed since the time at 
which I was better acquainted with it, if there 
are not now belonging to it forty chefs d^eta4, 
Major-Generals capable of sitting down and 
ordering the march to the coast of 40,000 men, 
their embarkation, with their horses and artillery, 
at the several French ports on the coast ; their 
disembarkation at named points on the English 
coast, that of the Artillery and Cavalry in named 
ports or mouths of rivers, and the assembly at 
named points of the several columns ; and the 
march of each of these from stage to stage to 
London. Let any man examiue our maps and 
road books, consider of the matter, and judge for 
himself. I know of no mode of resistance, much 
less of protection from this danger, excepting by 
an army in the field capable of meeting and con- 
tending with its formidable enemy, aided by all 
the means of fortification which experience in 
war and science can suggest. I shall be deemed 
foolhardy in* engaging for the defence of the 
empire with an Army composed of such a foroe of 
MiUtia. I may be so, I confess it ; I should 
infinitely prefer, and should feel more confidence 
in, an army of regular troops. But I know I shall 
not have these. I may have the others ; and if 
an addition is made to the existing regular Army 
allotted for home defence of a force which will 
cost 400,000Z. a year, there would be a sufficient 
disciplined force in the' field to enable him who 
should command to defend the country. This is 
my view of our danger and our resources.'* 

Possibly in deference to the sentiments con« 
tained in the foregoing letter, the Ministry directed 
an augmentation of the Boyal Artillery, to the 
extent of twenty companies of 9,000 men, and an 
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addition to the Boyal Marines, but there were no 
other symptoms of a disposition to strengthen the 
nationsd bulwarks. 

The year 1847 was productive of several Mili- 
tary improvements calculated to encourage enlist- 
ment, protect the health of the soldiery, and, while 
promoting their intellectual advancement, give the 
well-disposed abundance of employment in gar- 
rison. By a War Office decree, the term of 
enlistment was restricted to ten years. Soldiers 
had the option of continuing to serve for a further 
period with a fresh bounty. The sale of spirituous 
liquors in canteens was discontinued ; and a school 
was established for the instruction of normal 
schoolmasters, who were subsequently spread over 
the whole of the Service. In the same year 
further remissions were made in the purchase 
money of land in the Colonies. For some time 
retired and half-pay Officers had been encouraged 
to settle in the Colonies of the Cape, Australia, 
Ceylon, and New Zealand, and as they had to buy 
the land, remissions were made in the regulated 
price in proportion to a settler's length of service. 
This was a great advantege, and numbers of 
Officers availed themselves of it. It would have 
been greater if the savages on the frontiers had 
not imperilled life and property. In 1847 the 58th, 
65th, 98th, and 99th Regiments had abundance of 
employment in repelling the encroachments of the 
natives of New Zealand, whose pahs were as 
formidable as the stockades of the Burmese. The 
Colony had jiot been more than three years declared 
a British possession when the flag -staff was 
levelled to the ground by the hostile natives. It 
became necessary to subjugate the Colony by force 
of arms — a serious operation against a numerous, 
stalwart, and warlike race like the New Zealanders 
in the plenitude of their primitive cannibalism and 
savagery, located in dense foreste, having fortified 
pahs and stockades fully prepared for resistance. 
The trials and privations of the British troops 
were, according to the testimony of Qovemor 
Sir George Orey, a very distinguished and able 
Officer, of unequalled severity — yet, said the 
Governor, " I do not believe that any force in the 
world could have borne them with the same 
degree of fortitude." 

It has already been mentioned (page 173) that 
at the close of the war with France, in 1815, an 
attempt was made definitively to fix the constitu- 
tion of the Order of the Bath. But the rules 
then laid down had been deviated from to a con- 
siderable extent. The claims of the East India 
Company's Officers had become so strong that it 
was only just and equiteble to consider them, and 
in the course of time it was accordingly decreed 
that fifteen Officers of that Army, above the rank 



of Major, might be added to the existing number 
of Enighte-Commander ; and that other Officers 
of the same Service might be nominated Com- 
panions. Thus were all the stetutes respecting 
limitation of numbers utterly violated ; for shortly 
before 1847 there were upwards of 100 Knights 
Grand Cross ; and the other classes were extended 
in a similar ratio. At the beginning of that year 
it might have been predicated of the Order that 
it was marked by almost every absurdity of which 
such an institution was susceptible ; the rule of 
Christianity insisted upon and dispensed with— 
civilians admitted into a Military brotherhood — 
bathing and vigils especially enjoined and declared 
compulsory, while warrants of dispensation from 
the performance of these ceremonies were inva- 
riably granted — statutes in operation which were 
wholly illegal for want of let^rs patent — and a 
name which bore no relation to the practical con- 
stitution of the Order. The subject had attracted 
attention for several years. It had begun to be 
seriously considered by the responsible advisers of 
the Crown, and more especially by the Secretary 
for the Colonies, who, in his capacity of Minister 
for the War Department, was immediately charged 
with the exercise of the Boyal prerogative in the 
reward of Naval and Militery Service ; it became, 
therefore, the duty of the nobleman holding the 
office to make arrangemente for the abrogation of 
the old statutes and the enactment of a new code. 
This was an opportunity not to be disregarded. 
The Ministry could of course have no objection to 
the exercise of a little patronage ; but giving them 
credit for higher motives — at least for the admix- 
ture of a nobler sentiment than the mere desire 
to reward a hundred or two of their adherents, it 
may be presumed that they saw in the reform 
which they then contemplated a fair occasion to 
enlarge the prerogative of reward by enabling the 
Sovereign to add as many as 250 to the several 
classes of which the Order consisted ; and, by 
omitting the term Militery, to include civU 
servants of the Stete without continuing the 
absurd inconsistency of the old system. The 
underteking was commenced when Lord Stenley, 
afterwards Earl Derby, held the seals of office. 
It was then thought that the extended empire of 
England in the East, and the great amount of 
Militery service which the defence of our posses- 
sions in that quarter of the world imperatively 
demands, would render indispensable an increase 
of those priceless decorations for which men in 
all ages have been ready to peril life and limb, to 
encounter *' plague, pestilence, and famine,*' cap- 
tivity, fire, and sword. When the fragments of 
our heroic Armies return to their native shores, 
withered with toil and seamed with wounds, a 
grateful country thinks no reward can overpay the 
chiefs who had led her " poor but honest soldiers " 
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to tbe mighty task of upholding her empire and 
perpetuating her fame. To multiply the modes 
Dy which such achievements can he rewarded, is 
to do the State good service. Letters patent were 
accordingly issued in April, 1847, which decreed 
that the " Most Honourahle Order of the Bath " 
should consist of the Sovereign and a Great 
Master, and of 952 Companions or Members 
divided into three classes, viz., 75 Knights Grand 
Grosses, 152 Knights Oommanders, and 725 
Companions. 

As in 1848 the medals decreed for Peninsular 
service had not been issued, the Duke of 
Bichmond found, on inquiring of the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, that tl\e delay 
bad arisen from the time which was required for 
engraving the names of the recipient on each 
medal, and the action in which he h^ been 
engaged. The Marquis of Londonderry having 
gratuitously observed that the introduction of this 
ex post facto system of rewards would be very in* 
jurious, that a prostitution of rewards had taken 
place, and that the medals had been squeezed out 
of the Government, the Duke rebuked him in 
terms of great but merited severity : '' Prosti- 
tution, forsooth I Prostitution of those medals to 
the soldiers who gained for the noble Marquis the 
medals for the actions in the Peninsula which he 
wears, and with which he is decorated ? I say 
that the noble Marquis and the other Officers who 
commanded Regiments were justly entitled to 
their weU-eamed rewards ; but I claim for those 
who have not had the good fortune to be in the 
highest branch of their profession, but who 
dedicated their best energies and shed their best 
blood for their, country, I claim for them this 
decoration. Squeezed out of the Government I It 
was no such thing. The war Officers petitioned 
Her Majesty, tier Majesty referred their petitions 
to her confidential advisers. The noble Marquis 
now says that the medals should not be given at 
all because they were not given at the proper time. 
Because you^have been guilty of gross injustice to 
those veteran soldiers and sailors, is that a reason 
why you should not now do right ? Her Majesty 

ordered these medals I will support the 

veteran Officers and soldiers of the late war when 
I think them right, even if a thousand of your 
Lordships were to get up and say that I was 
seeking a prostitution." 

When the Peninsular (1808-14) medals came to 
be issued it was found that there were no fewer 
than 19,000 survivors, — and the Maida medal 
(1806) had 500 recipients I A testimonial to the 
Duke of Bichmond was subscribed for by the 
Officers, and presented at a public banquet. 



OHAPTEB XXXVIL 

European Distorbanoes in 1848— LouIb Philippe deposed 
— Louia Napoleon — ^The Edncational Measures of the 
Dnke of Wellington — Qnaliflcattons for a First Com- 
mission—Sir C. Napier succeeds Lord Gough in the 
India Command — ^Tlie Baggage of the Indian Army- 
Presentation of Ck>lours to the 22nd Foot — Sir H» 
Smith at the Cape— War with the CafiFres. 

To be ''warm amidst eternal frosts" was 
supposed to be only a pretty figure of speech 
suggested by Captain Macheath's belief in the 
Tirtuous effects of the possession of his Polly, but 
to be peaceful and steadfast while all the continent 
of Europe was convulsed with war, and thrones 
were trembling in every quarter, was literally the 
happy fortune of Great Britain during the year 
1848. The abuses and corruptions which had 
crept into the government of France gradually 
ate into the very heart of the State, and destroyed 
the monarchy. Louis Philippe with his family 
managed to escape to England, while a few literaiy 
and Parliamentary celebrities established a ricketty 
Bepublic on the old paper foundations of '* Liberty, 
Equality, and Fraternity." 

The French Bevolution of 1848— the third 
within fifty years — ^brought to the surface one 
remarkable man who was destined to exercise an 
important influence over the welfare of the 
country. On the 20th of April, 1808, there was 
bom in the Tuileries a child who was the third 
and youngest son of Louis Bonaparte, King of 
Holland, and his restless but richly-endowed wife. 
Queen Hortehse. To this child was given the 
name of Charles Louis Bonaparte. Six years after 
his birth, the Bestoration of the Bourbons drove 
the boy and his mother into exile. Travelling 
under the assumed name of Duchesse de St Leu, 
Hortense, scantily provided with this world's 
goods, but rich' in the love of her youngest son, 
retired with him to Bavaria, Switzerland, and 
Borne ; and, as though anxious to imbue him 
with her own BepubUcan principles, she placed 
him under the superintendence of M. Lebas, son 
of a devoted adherent of Robespierre. When, in 
1830, Charles X. was expolled from Paris, the 
exiles were at Bome ; and Louis (to whose bap- 
tismal appellation was . added that of his mighty 
uncle Napoleon), then in his twenty-third year, 
prepared himself so conspicuously for an attempt 
upon the French throne, that the Pope expelled 
him and his brother, with their mother, from the 
States of the Church. Incensed against^ their 
oppressor, Louis Napoleon and his elder brother 
joined the Italians, then organising an insurreo- 
tion to secure the unification of their native land. 
The two Princes were volunteers without Military 
rank ; and the Provisional Government of Italy, 
in order to conciliate the French King, shut up 
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Louis Napoleon and hia brotber at Forli, where 
the elder brother died of measles. Accompanied 
by his mother, and acting with hi^ characteristic 
intrepiditji Louis Napoleon then made his way to 
France; but he was quickly thrust across the 
frontier by Louis Philippe, to take refuge at 
Arenenberg, in Switzerland — from which harbour 
of refuge the Swiss Cantons nobly refused to let 
the exiles be ejected by the Bourgeois King. 
There he stayed until 1836, when, in his twenty- 
ninth year, he endeavoured, though accompanied 
only by two Officers and a few privates, to raise 
an Smeute at Strasbourg. He was taken prisoner, 
and hurriedly shipped off to America ; thence he 
was rapidly recalled to Switzerland by his mother's 
dangerous illness, but not until he had gained a 
deep insight into the working of social and poll* 
ticid institutions in the United States. The pres* 
sure which Loub Philippe now put upon the 
Swiss Government forced them to extrude the 
wanderer from Switzerland; and, in 1838, he 
sought refuge in England. With unshaken 
tenacity and singleness of purpose, he landed, on 
August 6, 1840, at Boulogne; and, marching 
with his forty or fifty companions to the barracks 
—-just as, five-and-twenty years before, the caged 
eagle, bursting forth from Elba, had swooped upon 
the barracks of Gxenoble — he found, unlike his 
uncle, that sympathisers he had none. A few 
shots were exchanged between the invaders and 
the soldiers — blood was shed on both sides — and 
Louis Napoleon, an obdurate and inveterate rebel, 
found himself incarcerated in the very rooms 
at Ham where Prince Polignac had once been a 
prisoner. The six years of imprisonment between 
1840 and 1846 were turned to profit by close and 
meditative study. In May, 1846, disguised as a 
workman, Louis Napoleon emerged from the 
fortress of Ham with a plank on his shoulder, 
and, aided by his valet and his medical man, 
made his way through Belgium to England. 
Upon December 10, 1848, he received 5,500,000 
votes as candidate for the Presidency of the 
French Bepublic, while General Cavaignao, his 
most formidable rival, polled only about 2,000,000. 
This new Revolution was the signal for similar 
attempts upon the thrones of Austria and Prussia 
and the Papal authority, and for many months 
all Europe was a scene of civil contest. Echoing 
the French cry of '* equality," a few mad-brained 
politicians in England devised a Charter which 
embraced a considerable extension of popular 
privileges, and having some faith in brute force 
they fancied that if a formidable demonstration 
were made in the vicinity of London, and a peti- 
tion carried to the House of Commons by 20,000 
armed men, their demands could not fail of 
immediate compliance. Making no secret of their 
intentions, the Chartist leaders assembled a mob 



on Eennington Common upon a given day, and 
after a few harangues proceeded to execute their 
high purpose. Fortunately for the safety of 
London and the peaceful transaction of business, 
the Duke of Wellington took timely precautiona, 
and placed troops, unseen, whence they could be 
called forth at any moment to meet emeigencies, 
and to the Military strength was added a large 
police force and an improvised body of special 
constables, who, in every direction, awaited an 
expected attack of " the roughs " upon person 
and property. The Chartists quailed before these 
manifestations of enmity to their purposes, and at 
the eleventh hour were content to send their 
ridiculous petition in a common eab, dispersing 
themselves almost without coercion by the police. 

Nothing else occurred to disquiet Enghmd in 
1848. The Army was consequently inactive. 

Early in the year, in a fit of " penny wisdom,'* 
the Government reduced the Force by 7,000 men, 
and two months later found it necessary to restore 
it to its pristine strength. This proved a " pound 
foolishness," for the classes whence recruits were 
drawn had lost confidence in the permanency of 
their occupation, and demanded higher bounties. 

The order for the distribution of the Scinde 
prize money, which had been delayed through Sir 
Charles Napier*6 pertinacious demand for one-eighth 
of the whole, disclosed that the capture at Hyder- 
abad and Meanee had been considerable, 'llie 
share of Colonel Pattle, of the Bengal Cavalry, 
amounted to 6,633Z. ; Colonel Pennefather, of the 
22nd, received 8,968Z. ; each Major, who had 
fought at Meanee received 1,322/. ; those who 
were at Dubba had 1,779Z., and the Majors pre- 
sent at both actions came in for 2,099/. each. 
When it had been decided that Sir C. Napier 
should only be allowed one-sixteenth of the prize, 
he was called upon to refund the difference. 
Befusing to do so, his pay was stopped by the 
East India Company's Government. He brought 
an action to recover it, and failed. 

Excepting that the pay of Begimental Quarter- 
masters was improved, and the provisions of the 
Good-conduct Warrant extended to the Boyal 
Marines, nothing indicated in 1848 that the 
melioration of the pecuniary condition of the 
Army was violently progresnve. But the cause 
of Military education was receiving attention. 
Major-General Lord Frederick Rtzclarence, one 
of the sons of William the Fourth — the Fitz- 
clarence who had seized the " Cato street con- 
spirators "—established district schools in the 
Portsmouth command (in 1848), and encouraged 
the Officers of the Fusilier Begiments and the 
95th to make surveys of the surrounding country. 
His efforts were warmly seconded by CoL Torrena 
and Major Lysons, of the 23rd Boyal Welsh. 
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In 1849 a new liglit broke in npon the bake of 
Wellington'. An advocate of the doctrine of 
*' letting well alone," he had neither inangurated 
]M)r sanctioned changes in the composition of the 
commissioned branches of an Army to whose dis- 
cipline and bravery he was indebted for so many 
signal triumphs* He believed that the Officers 
centred in themselves all the qualities which in- 
sured obedience in the men^ respect from the 
public, and apprehensions in the bosoms of the 
national foes; All that the Duke, like his prede- 
cessors, required was that a candidate for a com- 
mission should be recommended to him by some 
person of station and respectability, some old 
Officer or Parliamentary adherent, and that, when 
selected for an Ensigncy or Gometcy by purchase, 
the candidate should be able to lodge 4502. or 
850Z. in the hands of an Army agent. All the 
rest — amoral character, intelligence, fitness — was 
" leather and prunella.'* A single orthographical 
error in a single letter is said to have pro- 
duced a wonderful change in the illustrious Com- 
mander-in-Chiefs mind. ** A sudden thought,*' 
says the man in the play, ** let us swear eternal 
affection." A thought as sadden led the Duke 
to vow that thenceforth all candidates for Army 
commissions should be able to read and write, 
and as it would seem a little ridiculous to issue a 
mandate to that effect only, even if " arithmetic " 
were added, a Circular was issued, prescribing to 
all the gentlemen then on the * Horse Guaids' 
List': 

An acquaintance with ancient and modem 

history and geography. 
A familiarity with the three first books of 

Euclid. 
An acquuntance with algebra and logarithms. 
Latin enough to enable the youth to construe 

CfiBsar, Virgil, or Livy, 
French to the extent of a translation into 

English. And^- 
Some knowledge of field fortiScation. 

To which catalogue of attainments was ap- 
pended a condition that the applicant should be 
provided with a baptismal certificate and a voucher 
of moral conduct. 

The announcement fell like a thunderbolt 
among the candidates for commissions and their 
parents. The boys had been to school or col- 
lege, returning "Latin, Greek, and Hebrew fools:" 
Blocks in arts and knowledge, though deeply 
versed in hie, hsec, hoc. 

History! Geography! Euclid I French! For- 
tification ! ! Who had ever supposed they were 
requisites in a soldier p Lord Fitzroy Somerset's 
table was loaded with appeals in favour of ex- 
ceptions. The Levees swarmed with tearful, 
petitioning parents and guardians. The boys 



were too old to learn ; they could not go to school 
again, and, if they did take to their books and 
attempt to master the prescribed sciences, they 
would probably have exceeded the maximum age 
for the attainment of a commission in the Line 
by the time they had qualified. What was to be 
done ? The " Horse Guards " was inexorable. 
The long " list " thinned amazingly. Numerous 
candidates, in despair, threw up their chances, 
and took to pursuits less exigeant than the Army. 
Others, with more confidence in themselves, 
sought adequate tutors, and worked hard to pass 
an examination. As demand for any one 
article in stirring England is immediately fol- 
lowed by abundant supply, a great number 
of gentlemen offered their services to the 
aspiring youth. " Cramming,'* " coaching "— 
** preparing," as it was more politely termed,-— 
became the order of the day, and in a very short 
time the Professors of Sandhurst College had 
their hands full, examining the pretensions of 
sundry claimants of cometcies and ensigncies. 
The examinations were not very severe. A few 
questions from Dr Chepmell, whose " Select Course 
of History " was the ordained text-book of the 
candidates, the exhibition of the profile of a field- 
work, or of a front on Vauban's first system, a 
little construing and parsing of Csesar, a translation 
of half a page of Voltaire's * Charles XH.,' two or 
three of the simplest propositions in Euclid, com^ 
prised the ordeal. It was not much, but the Dake 
had got in the thin end of the wedge, and from 
that moment the idea became happily universal 
that the British Officers would be none the worse 
for certain scholastic possessions. 

But the set form of preparation for the Army 
was a failure, which occasioned neither surprise 
nor call for censure. No profession in the world 
makes demands at once so heaw and so varied 
upon the abilities of its members. The study of 
a life would not enable an Officer to combine in 
his own person the requisites for every emergency 
that might arise. Say that he acquired the rudi- 
ments and first principles of several sciences, had 
history and geography at his fingei-s' ends, and 
knew something of the ancient classics ; he would 
still be at fault in regard to languages and topo> 
grapby. If he had mastered French and German, 
or Hindostanee, it is doubtful if he would have 
acquired Italian, Bussijin, Turkish, Coptic, or 
Chinese ; if he knew '* each lane and every alley 
green, bosky and bushy dell " in some countries, 
he might still be ignorant of the physical peculia- 
rities of others into which the fortune of war 
might lead him. There are from twenty to thirty 
Officers in every British Begiment ; it seems no 
more than a dictate of common sense that an 
attempt should have been made to crowd into 
every Corps a variety of accomplishment, rendering 
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it independent of ereiy contingency. What, for 
instance, should prevent the acceptance of the 
services of a yoong man who, if he knew nothing 
of French, coold plead a familiarity with survey- 
ing ; who, ignorant of mathematics, could interpret 
Italian or Dutch ; who, unacquainted with ancient 
history, could establish an entrenchment or bridge 
an unfordable river ? Many a youth may have 
been intended for the medical profession, or the 
civil engineer's, or even the lawyer's, and family 
circumstances or his Own tastes may have changed 
the current of his intentions, and diverted them 
into the Army. Would it not have been wise 
and salutary in the Military authorities to avail 
themselves of the attainments of such persons, 
and give to the Begiments an extra Assistant* 
Surgeon, if casualties should render one suddenly 
necessary, or a subaltern who could throw up a 
parapet or guard a Oourt-Martial against a depar- 
ture from the principles of British law ? It seems 
both dangerous and absurd to stereotype the 
Service. Special qualities in a Regimental Officer 
have often been the salvation of a Commander 
and the foundation of an honourable fame. 

Lord Gough's resignation cf the command of 
the Indian Army led to the appointment of Sir 
Charles Napier to that high and responsible office 
in 1849. Sir Charles was not popular. The 
usual consequences of prolonged field service had 
made themselves manifest in the discipline of the 
Service, and called forth continual reprehension 
from the vigorous old chieftain. He had no 
mercy upon Commanding Officers who were neg- 
ligent of their duties — he visited mutiny with the 
severest penalties — ^he fell with sledge-hammer 
force upon the gamblers and debtors— -he depre- 
cated sumptuary enjoyments, and went to great 
lengths in urging the adoption of simplicity in all 
matters relating to expenditure and equipment. 
But he sometimes overshot the mark, and allowed 
prejudice to get the better of judgment. 

When Sir Charles Napier was commanding in 
Scinde, he saw the baggage of the small Force 
under General England that was about to cross 
the Eujah and Bolan passes, and he was so much 
struck with its bulk and its unprotected state, that 
he addressed himself to the subject of the impedi' 
menta of Indian Armies generally. He came to 
the conclusion that an Indian Army required more 
baggage than any other in the world ; that the 
Europeans of that Army required more than the 
natives ; that the Officers carried more baggage 
than was necessary ; and that all private baggage 
should be carried by " the ptiblic ; " that is, at the 
expense and under the management of the State. 
He admitted that it would be advisable not to 
over-reduce the baggage and create suffering, 
and to draw^ with much care, the line which 



divides Tiecessariea from luxurieg; and he suggested, 
as an efficient protection to baggage on the lino 
of march, the formation of a Corps which shoold 
be composed in some measure of armed baggage- 
camel drivers. Sir Charles himself had an oppor- 
tunity of setting an example to the Indian Army 
in the reduction of his own baggage to so low a 
scale as to furnish a theme for the great carica- 
turist, 'Punch,' and there is no doubt that so 
exalted an example produced some good, for 
young Officers were prone to carry many super- 
fluities with them into the field, which proved a 
source of embarrassment, expense, and loss. But 
the Baggage-camel Corps was a failure. Oolonel 
William Burlton, of the Bengal Commissariat, a 
brave and experienced Officer, who won the cross 
of the Bath at Maharajpore, showed convincingly 
in ah interesting brochure that the baggage could 
not be reduced very much below the existing 
quantity ; that it would be highly inexpedient to 
leave the carriage of the private baggage of 
Officers to the tender mercies of the public carrier, 
and that the contemplated Baggage Corps would 
not answer the purposes intended. This opinion, 
based upon the results of many years' service in 
different parts of India, in the field too, proved 
to be well founded ; and although an angry and 
flippant pamphlet, in the shape of a rejoinder, 
not avowedly from Sir Charles Napier's pen, but 
no doubt under bis inspiration, subsequently 
appeared, it did not shake the impressions of the 
'old Commissaiiat Officer, nor improve the case of 
the conqueror of Scinde. 

Sir Charles Napier found much to rebuke in the 
discipline and habits of Indian Officers, and he 
was indisposed to attend to recommendations to 
mercy where the offenders appeared to be wanting 
in high principle. But he was not slow to award 
praise when it had been fairly earned. A rich 
vocabulary and a poignant style characterised his 
orders, his official letters, and his public addresses. 
It is to be regretted that in communicating with his 
own superiors he did not set such an example of 
courtesy and subordination as would have left the 
Officers under his command no ground for retort. 
The manner in which he spoke of some of the 
East India Directors was ungentlemanly and 
offensive ; and in his controversies regarding the 
Hyderabad prize-money, and on other occasiona 
connected with the Scinde affairs, he evinced a 
oovetousness unworthy of a soldier, and a lack of 
appreciation of the noble qualities of an Officer 
whom the entire British nation delighted to 
honour. The name of "James Outram,"* of 

* The renown which James Oatnm subaequeDtiy so- 
qaired on an occasion yet to be related, led the * Times * 
to pablish the following tribute to his oharaoter :— '* The 
great mass of the people who are proud of our vast 
dominion in the East little know the nature of the tenure 
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the Bombay Army, was always associated witli the 
most chivalric attributes of thQ soldier, and his 
memory is embalmed in the tender recollections 
of all who had watched his career from the hour 
when, as a Sabaltem, he tamed the Bheels in 
Candeish, to that in which, as a Major-General, 
he defied the mutinous savages who beleaguered 
him and his attenuated Force in the hostile 
capital of Oude. But Sir Charles was blinded 
in his temporary hostility to the mezjt palpable to 
the rest of the world, and to which he himself 
had on a previous occasion borne testimony. 

8ir Oharles Napier did not hold the command 
in India for more than three years. He was re- 
moved for disbanding a mutinous Begiment. 
Previous to his departure he had the gratification 
of presenting new colours to Her Majesty's 22nd 



by which it is held^ aod the saorifices by which it lias been 
woD. Men of vast abilities, of great capacity for bnsi- 
ness, of the highest order of intellect, attain a reputation 
in the world of India without exercisinfif any influence or 
gaining any large position in the mother country which 
they serve. If they sink under the weight of their bur- 
dens and their toils abroad, a few obituary lines are all 
they receive at home, where an election for a member of 
Parliament at an obscure borough, or the details of a 
remarkable trial, may be at the time engroesing the 
popular attention. If they come home, they come as 
men who have abandoned a career or who are seeking re- 
tirement, and their giant proportions are lost in the crowd. 
The old traditions concerning Indian nabobs pursue them 
here, and they probably subside into the moderate position 
which 18 assigned to the first man in some pleasant water- 
ing-place. It is not possible to estimate too highly the 
qualities by which a man rises to high station in India, 
where the art of Government is polished and perfected by 
the friction of the dangers under which it is cultivated, 
and by the enormous responsibility and risks of failure. 
James Outram was an illustration of what can bo done 
by a strong-minded, truth-loving, honest, and valiant 
nature in such an arena as India affords. Because he had 
neither rank nor fortune, he stood in that press of self- 
reliant men from which the hand of patron or politician 
could pluck no favourite. He took his place among his 
peers in the race when there was a fair field and no 
favour, and he same to the front and bore himself so well 
that his distanced rivals echoed the applause which greeted 
the winner. It was but natural that he should have been 
proud of the Service in which he won such honours, and 
that he should be Jealous of any measure which did it 
wrong. And to the last he was the Indian OfBcer to 
whom the Indian Army was dear, who loved its reputa- 
tion, and resisted any effort to destroy its individuality. 
Four years after Waterloo was fought he arrived in India, 
and was appointed to a Lieutenancy in the 28rd Regiment 
of Bombay l^ative Infantry, which was engaged in sup- 
pressing the sporadic disturbances which ^ook our mle 
at the time^ and he speedily attracted notice by his 
courage and intelligence. In a few years the >oung man 
became the pacificator and the conqueror of the wild 
Bheels of Candeish, their trusted and victorious 
leader against the Daung tribes, exhibiting the most 
extraordinary gallantry, self-dependence and kindness of 
character, as well as great qualities as a leader in the 
field and as a diplomatist. From 1885 to 1888, he was 
employed in re-establishing order in the Mahee K&nU, 



Foot, at XJmballah, on which ccoasion he made the 
following speech : 

** It is a great pleasure to me, soldiers, to 
dose my command of the Indian Armies by 
having the honour to present to the 22nd Begi- 
ment their new colours. It is now eight years 
since this brave Begiment, then only 500 strong, 
and under that noble soldier Pennefather, and 
joined by our dusky and brave companions in 
arms, the glorious 25th and 12th Be^^ments of 
Bombay N.I., won the battle of Meanee, won the 
battle of Hyderabad, won Scinde for England, and 
won for themselves these proud colours, decorated 
with the records of your fame ! Soldiers 1 well 
may I be proud of being your Colonel ; well may 
I be proud of being Colonel of that Begiment 
which stood by the £ng of England at Dettingen ; 
stood by the celebrated Lord Peterborough at 



which he did with great energy and rare skill and jadg- 
ment; and when the Bombay Division was sent, under 
Sir John Keane in 1888 to form a part of the invading 
Army of Affghanistan, he was appointed honorary Aide- 
de-Camp to the General In the campaign he rendered 
singular service, nor was he less successful when he volun- 
teered to join Sir Thomas Willshire in the expedition to 
Khelat. But how much of wild daring, of romantic 
adventure, of love of risking life, if by it he could do 
service, must be recorded by the historian of a career 
remarkable lot all the qualities which gained for Outram 
from the lips of Sir 0. Napier the title of the ** Bayard 
of India? ** And he was, indeed, without fear and with- 
out reproach. He was emphatically the man who justi- 
fied the British rule in India, who struck hard for it when 
need there was, but who never forgot- that the Natives 
, were God's creatures, fellow-men, communities of an 
* ancient civilisation over whom, for some good and wise 
purpose, we were permitted to hold sway and governance ; 
and in tiiat spirit he acted as Commissioner in Scinde and 
in the Ma^ratta country, as Resident at Sattara and 
Baroda down to the time when he went to Oude. The 
superfinous vigour and energy which he could not expend 
in peaceful times found vent in the jungle, and his name 
went abroad as a famous tigor-hunter — ^not as a man who 
lay in wait for the wild beast at night, and killed him 
from some secure hiding place, but as the real hunter 
who stepped into the jungle and stood face to face to mea- 
sure himself with its tawny king. James Outram did 
many great things in his time, and he had many great 
qualities. But he desired nothing so much as to be 
regarded as a fair specimen of a ** Company's Officer." 
He often said that there were many better men in the 
Army to which he was proud of belonging, and that they 
would have done better than himself had they enjoyed 
equal opportunities. In this his humility exceeded the 
truth. £'or, without any one pre-emitient quality, he had 
a combination of many qualities which precisely fitted 
him for the work which lay before him ; and many abler 
men would have failed to do what he accomplished by 
his robust energy and his devotion to the public Service, 
Truly was he told in the address which was voted to him 
by his countrymen at home, ** Ry men of your stamp wi^ 
our Indian Empire won ; by men of your stamp must it 
be preserved," — by men as honest, as single-minded, as 
chivalrous, as humane, with as much love for the people 
of the country, as much pride in an Indian career, and lyi 
little thought of self, as James Outram, 
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Barcelona, and into tlie aims of wbose Grenadiers 
the immortal Wolfe fell on the heights of Abra- 
ham. Well maj I exalt in the command of such 
a Begiment ! But I will pass over bygone glories 
and speak of what has happened in our own times. 
Never can I forget the banks of the Fullailee and 
the bloody bed of that river ! where two thousand 
of oar men fought thirty-fi^e thousand enemies ! 
where for three hoars the musket and bayonet 
encountered the sword and shield in mortal com- 
bat ! for on that dreadful day no man spared a 
foe ; we were too weak for mercy ! Shall I ever 
forget the strong and lofty entrenchments of 
Dubba? where the 22nd advanced in line un- 
shaken — a living wall — and under a murderous 
fire stormed the works ! There those honoured 
old colours, of which we have just taken leave, 
bravely borne forward by their Ensigns, Bowden 
and Blake, one of whom. Lieutenant Bowden, I 
see before me bearing them this day, but in a 
higher rank, were in a few minutes seen waving 
triumphantly aloft amidst the combatants on the 
summit. 

"Men of Meanee! yon must remember with 
exultation and with pride what a view burst upon 
your sight when, under a heavy tire, you reached 
the bank of the river, a hurl of shields, and Scin- 
dian capped and turbaned heads, and flashing 
scimitars high brandished in the air, spread as a 
sea before you, and 35,000 valiant warriors of 
Beloochistan threatened you with destruction ! 
Then the hostile Armies closed and clashed 
together, and desperate combats thickened along 
the line ! The superb 9th Cavalry of Bengal, and 
the renowned Scinde Horse — ^the dark chivalry of 
India — ^burst as a thunderstorm cloud charging 
into the dry bed of the torrent, driving the foe 
before them ! At that moment a terrible cry 
arose on the right ! It was the dreadful British 
shout of battle ! It began with the 22nd, and 
was re-echoed from right to left, from Begiment 
to Begiment along the line ! Lines of levelled 
bayonets now gleamed charging ttirough the 
smoke, and the well-fought field of Meanee was 
your own ! 

" Soldiers 1 these are not deeds that pass away 
like summer clouds and are forgotten ! they remain 
fixed on the minds of men, they are recorded in 
the pages of history ! Young somiers of the 22nd, 
when future battles arise and the strife grows 
heavy and strong, remember the deeds that were 
done by these old soldiers of Meanee ! It was 
they who covered these colours with laurels. It was 
they who won the legends which these standards 
bear emblazoned in golden letters on the silks ! 
And now, young soldiers, a few words about driU. 
It is tiresome and often disheartening, and annoys 
men ; but remember that it is drill that makes 
companies and Begiments, and Brigades and Divi- 



aons act together, and to strike, as it were, with 
great and mighty^ blows : it is drill which gives 
you the battle and the glory of victoiy. 

"Ensigns, take these new colours from piy 
hands. I know you will carry them gloriously 00 
the day of battle, and if you fall, still the colours 
of the 22nd will advance, for brave men will never 
be wanting in the field to bear them forward to 
victory with fire and steel ! And now, 22nd, take 
your colours, and let the ancient city of Chester, 
begirt by its proud old walls, exult in the glories 
of its own brave Begiment." 

Glowing language like this always teUs with 
force when addressed to a hollow square of listen- 
ing soldiers. Their colours are their idols. Con- 
secrated by the ministers of religion, they possess 
a sacred value which enhances their importance 
in the field. The ceremony of presentation^ 
hallowed by public prayer, impresses the soldier 
with a proper sense of his moral as well as pro- 
fessional responsibility; and when we consider 
how much in the British Service is implied by the 
soldier's oath— that he vows obedience to regu- 
lations which forbid swearing, drinking, theft, vio- 
lence, and wrong — where right, reverence for Qod's 
name, word, and ministers, and good dtizenship, as 
well as good soldiership, are inculcated — it is not 
going too far to say that there is no occasion on 
which public prayer to God is more fitting than 
that in which the soldier records, in the face of 
Heaven and before his country, his Military oath. 

Standards appear to have been invented as ral- 
lying points for the Corps of an Army before 
bugles and drums were employed as signals for 
the movements desired by a Commander. Walter 
Scott sings-" 

^* Amid tbe scene of tnuiDlt high 
They saw Lord Marmion'R faloon fly ; 
And BtatnlesB Tanstall's banner white, 
And Ekimnnd Howard^s lion bright^ 
Still bear them bravely in the figfak** 

The Boman soldiers always swore a solemn 
oath (sacramentMn mUltare) that they would die 
rather than desert their colours, and accompanied 
the ceremony of taking the oath with prayer and 
sacrifice to Mars. History abounds with illustra- 
tions of their reverence for '* the ensign." Caius 
Cassius, on the fatal plains of Philippi, slew the 
standard-bearer, who was "turning back," and 
tore it from his grasp. He became the enemy of 
his o^n soldiers, because his cowardice imperilled 
the valued banner. In the British Army there 
are " colour-sei jeants," who are appointed espe- 
cially to protect the Subaltern Officers who bear 
the colours. The appointment of colour-serjeant 
is much coveted 'by the Serjeants. It is well paid, 
and often associated with the pay duties. From 
the colour-serjeants the seijeant-major is selected. 
If, amidst the casualties of action, the Officers 
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bearing the oolotiTs should fall, the treasaree are 
Qsoally seized by other Officers, and guarded with 
anxiety and resolute bravery.* 

Nothing ooenrred worthy of special mention in 
the year 1850, excepting that Sir Harry Smith 
received, as the recompense of his conduct in the 
battles on the Sutlej, the appointment of Governor 
of the Gape of Good Hope. His previous expe- 
rience in the colony pointed him out as the suit- 
able recipient of the prize as soon as it had become 
vacant. But Sir Harry did not repose upon a bed 
of roses at the Gape. The restless savages upon 
the frontier called him away in the year following 
his assumption of authority. Disputes had arisen 
between the Gaffres and the settlers. These were 
followed by irruptions into Oaffraria, the land 
lying between the Eel and the Great Fish Biver, 
which had always been treated as a neutral dis- 
trict. Arrived at the frontier, Sir Harry Smiih 
summoned the Gaffre Chiefs before him that he 
might expostulate with them. The most formid- 
able of those barbarians, one Sandilli, refused to 
Attend. As the Governor was the recognised 
arbiter among the people, he deposed Sandilli. The 
Chief would not recognise the act of deposition. 
He assembled his followers, and set Sir Harry 
Smith at defiance. Colonel Mackinnon was sent 
against Sandilli with detachments of the 6th and 
73rd Begiments, while Sir Harry remained at 
Fort Cox. The natives met Colonel Mackinnon 
in a defile near the Eeiskamma Biver, and being 
in excellent ambush were able to offer effectual 
opposition to his advance. The Colonel was 
obliged to retire with considerable loss. £q- 
couraged by this success the Caffres rose all along 
the frontier and attacked the settlers. Sir H. 
Smith's position was full of peril. Colonel Somerset 
tried to reach him with part of the 91st Foot, but 
was driven back. Two Officers of the Qlst were 
killed and others wounded. The war became 
generaL The 74th Regiment came to the rescue. 
Colonel Fordyce was slain in one action with the 
Caffres ; Lieutenants Carey and Gordon in another. 

Colonel Fordyce was a serious loss. He was 
fond of the soldiery, and they of him. Seeing 
one of his Serjeants fall in action with the Gaff res. 
he sprang forward to save him, but was himself 
struck in the chest by a balL His last words 
were, " Take care of my poor men ! " A poet of 
no mean merit writing of the event, and describing 
all the great men whose dying words disclosed 
the ruling love of their country or their profession, 
«ang— 

** When by dastard traitor hand oar gallant Fordyce 
fell, 
His latest thoughts were given to those he long hod 
loyed BO well ; 

* For ill list rations of the tenacity with which the 
colours are preserved in action, f63 Appendix. 



He thought not of his hearth or races ^^ bright 

career so brief, 
The tears that woald be shed for him, his brother's 

manly grief ; 
No thought of kindred, home, or friends possessed 

his bosom then, 
His latest thought, his latest sigh, was given to his 

* poor men.' " 

In the will of Colonel Fordyce there were 
legacies to soldiers of the Begiment. 

Ultimately the Caffres were subdued, but the 
management of the campaign reflected on the 
judgment of Sir Harry Smith, who was recalled 
in 1852. When the subject came before the 
House of Peers, the Dake of Wellington, who 
was always foremost to say a good word for a 
brother soldier, unless, like Sir Charles Napier, 
he had manifested insubordination, palliated the 
conduct of Sir Harry Smith, whose chief error 
consisted in sending troops into a strange country 
without clearing the woods in his front, and 
making roads to facilitate his advances. 

The year 1850 witnessed an improvement upon 
its predecessors in consideration for the weal of 
the soldiery. More attention was paid to the 
ventilation and lighting of barracks. Military 
infant and industrial schools were established, and 
inducements held out to non-commissioned officers 
and privates to study, with a view to professional 
advancement. So well had the Good-conduct 
Warrant worked that, at the dose of the year, 
no fewer than twenty -five thousand men were in 
the receipt of extra pay ; and the Military 
Savings' Banks, only established four years pre- 
viously, had proved so acceptable an institution 
that as many as 7^859 depositors were enrolled, 
and the capital accumulated amounted to 94,961L 

The education of the Officers did not stop short 
with the preliminary examinations established in 
1849. In the ensuing year the Commander-in- 
Chief directed that Ensigns should undergo a pro- 
bation before they were promoted to Lieutenancies^ 
and Lieutenants be subjected to a very severe 
examination previous to their obtaining a troop or 
company. 

Once propelled by the judgment of the Secre- 
tary at War, aided by the liberality of the public, 
the ball of improvement rolled onwards with 
rapidity. Every branch of the Army experienced 
the benefits of the accelerated movement in 1851. 
First, the grant for the better accommodation of 
married soldiers was doubled. Instead of compel- 
ling a poor woman to submit to sleep in the same 
room with several bachelors, her bed merely sepa- 
rated from theirs by a common curtain, the State 
provided either that they should have separate 
apartments or be permitted to sleep out of the 
barracks in lodgings, for which the public made 
an allowance. In the second place, the employ- 
ment of soldiers who could reaid and write well, 
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as clerks in tlie militaiy ofiSoes, was sanctioned. 
They were placed on the same scale of pay, rank, 
clothing, rations, lodging, and fael with the Ser- 
jeants, and obtained a release from all other kinds 
of duty. In the third place, medals were granted 
for all the great battles fonghtin India from 1803, 
when Lord Lake won Allyghor, to 1826, the date 
of the downfall of Bhnrtpore. 

In this year (1851) a marked interest began to 
be apparent in the improvement of the fire-arms 
of the Infantry and Cavalry. The smooth-bore 
musket had been replaced in some corps by a rifle 
invented by a foreign Officer named Minie. It 
had the advantage of carrying a ballet some 
hundreds of yards farther than its predecessor, and 
it reached its aim with almost anerring truth, 
because it had the least possible windage. The 
bullet having a chamber at the back which ex- 
panded when the powder exploded, it fitted tightly 
the bore of the barrel as well as the grooves, and 
this prevented the admission of air. But this 
was only a step in the way of improvement. 
There was a '' Great Exhibition " in London of 
the industry of all nations, and fire-arms occupied 
a conspicuous place in ihe wonderful accumula- 
tions of handicraft. The Americans exhibited a 
pistol, said to have been Invented by a Colonel Colt. 
It consisted of six different cylindrical chambers, 
which revolved with a touch of the trigger. Each 
revolution brought the chamber containing a 
cartridge exactly upon a level with the barrel, so as 
to form a continuation of the tube ; and each 
chamber had a separate nipple attached to it for 
the reception of the percussion cap. A second 
touch of the trigger discharged the pistol. The 
idea was not altogether new. A weapon of the 
same description had been invented in England 
in the seventeenth century, but there was a wide 
difference in the method of giving a rotatory 
motion to the collected chambers. The English 
invention lacked the simplicity of the American, 
which embraced also the great advantage of truth 
and rapidity of fire. 

More interesting and important, though not 
80 immediate in its adoption by the public, was 
an invention, alleged to be Prussian or Belgian, or 
both (in fact, neither), of a musket which was 
loaded at the breech, rendering the ramrod entirely 
fluperfluous, and producing a very great saving of 
time. So far back as 1809, Napoleon Bonaparte 
felt the necessity of a method of loading which 
should diminish the exposure of a soldier's person 
in the heat of action ; and as he afforded every 
possible encouragement to the efforts of genius, 
a locksmith in Paris prepared a breech-loader, and 
submitted it to the inspection of a Committee of 
Officers. It was condemned by the Committee as 
unsuitable to the purposes desired. The lock- 
smith had a journeyman who had been a pupil of 



BerthoUet, a celebrated chemist. This joumeymaiif 
John Nicolas Drayse by name, betook himself to 
Prussia in 1827, and settled there as an engineer 
and ironfounder. Soon afterwards he offered 
the Government a zundna^di^eyoekn^ or needle- 
gun, which was loaded from the muzzle. The 
peculiarity of the idea consisted in the absence of 
gunpowder in the propulsion of the bullet. The 
needle, propelled by a hammer, struck a ballet to 
which a fulminate was affixed. In 1828 Dreysa 
had improved on his inventicm ; his needle was 
now propelled by a spiral spring. The needle-gun 
was not immediately adopted, but the subject 
attracted the attention of the Crown Prince of 
Prussia, afterwards King Frederick William the 
Fourth, and from 1829 until 1836 a variety of 
experiments were tried at the public expense. At 
length a gun was invented which loaded from the 
breech, and the bullet was propelled through rifled 
grooves, thus securing the two conditions of 
rapidity and accuracy of flight. Trials determining 
the value of the weapon, it was adopted, and in 
the year 1841 sixty thousand of the breech* 
loading rifles were served out to the Army The 
Prussian Government was delighted with the 
invention ; a royal decree was published declaring 
the miM/dimade^ewehrn the perfection of militaiy 
arms, *' and a special dispensation of Providence 
for the strengthening of the national reeonroes,'* 
and a hope was expressed that " the system might 
be kept secret antU the great part which it was 
destined to play in history might couple it 
with the glory of Prussian arms and the exten« 
sions of empire^"* The breech-loaders were used 
by the Prussian troops in putting down an insur* 
rection in Bhineland in 1849, but it was not until 
1851 that the English came to believe in them. 
And even then the adoption of the weapon was 
discouraged. It was an ** innovation " — " a new* 
fangled toy " — a '' needless expense." Lord Bane- 
lagb, however — a nobleman who had served with 
the Carlists in Spain, and took a lively interest in 
Military matters-— allowed and encouraged experi- 
ments with the new weapon in his grounds at 
Fulham. Its infinite superiority over &e smooth- 
bore, muzzle-loading musket in general use in the 
British Army was amply demonstrated. Unfor- 
tunately, Lord Banelsgh, though at one time in 
the Line, was only an amateur in the official sense 
of the term. Bed tape and routine, circumlo- 
cution and formality, were in the ascendant at tha 
Horse Guards. The Duke of Wellington was 
impatient and irascible when new inventions were 
submitted to him ; and the War Office authorities 

* Singularly prophetio ! If the system bsd not been 
and ooidd not oe kept ** secret" it waa at all events, 
through the dulnese of other nations, monopolised by 
Prossia; and, in 1866, achieved for the nation the very 
glory to which it aspired* 
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were reluctant to credit wbat tlie Duke dis- 
coDraged. The soldier goffered from the ligatures 
which bound the knapsack to his back ; but any 
modification of the method of fastening the pack 
^ould not be listened to. '* The knapsack ques- 
tion had been exhausted," were the official terms 
in which a dever substitute was rejected. So did 
it fare with the *' breech-loader " when the '* mon- 
strous innovation " was brought under notice. 

It is amusing at this time to recall the state- 
ments made in the House of Oommons, and the 
arguments employed so recently as 1852 on the 
subject of the firearms o£ the British Infantry. 
In 1838 the arms were changed from flint to per- 
cussion locks, and the muskets then deemed " mosi 
efficient by the highest authorities " were still in 
use. General Anson, who had held office under 
Lord John Bussell, as Clerk of the Ordnance, 
stated his opinion that the breech-loader had been 
rather hasith/ adopted by the Prussians — ^it was a 
failure— and all the experiments tried in England, 
under the direction of a specially appointed Com- 
mittee, had likewise resulted in failure. The 
lifini^ rifle had, in France, superseded that of the 
Chasseurs de Vincennes, and had there been found 
to succeed ; but General Anson believed toe ought 
not hastily to adopt any of those improvements. 
He was satisfied English troops, with the arms 
they had, would be found superior to liny other 
soldiers in the world, and that " it was ridiculoua 
to suppose that two Armiea could fight at a distance 
of 600 or 600 yards/* In short, the worthy 
General thought it "better to investigate, 
deliberatey and test, in the first instance, than 
hastily to place in the hands of our soldiers 
new weapons, which they might be afterwards 
obliged to lay aside." Mr Fox Maule, the 
Secretary at War, afterwards Lord Panmure, said, 
on the same occasion (March 26, 1852), that the 
weapons in the use of our soldieiy were better than 
aU the inventions that could be discovered." It 
was after this fashion that progress was pooh- 
poohed sixteen yean ago. Other nations con- 
tinually advanced in the practical application of 
Military science, but John Bull was always told 
to *' deliberate," even at the risk of being ** lost." 



OHAPTEB XXXVIIL 

Death of the Duke of Cambridge— Lord J. Russell 
defeated in an attempt to localise the Militia— Colonel 
Kinloeh proposes the establishment of Volnnteer Asso- 
dations — He is supported conditionally by Lord J. 
Bttssell— Mr Walpole introduces a Militia Bill— The 
Duke of Wellington snpports the Bill— Outbreak of 
Hostilities in Burmah— The second Expedition. 

His Boyal EQghness the Duke of Cambridge, 
one of the younger sons of George the Third, died 
in the year 1850, much lamented by the British 



people. A good soldier and a kind-hearted man, 
he had made his way to the national heart, 
although he had been comparatively a stranger to 
England during the many years of his occupation 
of the Viceroyalty of Hanover. It was resolved 
to perpetuate his memory by the establishment of 
a home for soldiers* widows, and the "Cambridge 
Asylum " took root in 1851. 

The subject of the national defences had not 
been entirely forgotten or disregarded by the €k>- 
vemment, although it bad not occupied a great 
deal of the attention of the public at large. 
Probably the friendly deposition of the head of 
the French Government, Louis Napoleon, who had 
been for a long time a resident in England, 
was regarded as a guarantee for the preservation 
of peace. At the meeting of Parliament in 1852, 
however, it appeared that Lord John Bussell, the 
Prime Minister, had pondered the question of 
home defences, and was prepared with a Bill for 
the establishment of a local Militia. His Lord- 
ship proposed that the Qi^een should have power 
to call out the Force, not only in the presence of 
actual invasion, but in case of "apprehended 
inva^on," and that it should continue embodied 
for six months after the enemy had left the British 
shores, supposing him to reach them. Lord Pal- 
merston opposed the Bill, and moved certain 
amendments. *' What he conceived to be requisite 
was this : — Our geographical position exposed us 
to the possibility of being invaded by a formidaSle 
force, and the changes wrought by steam naviga- 
tion rendered the danger more imminent on the 
breaking out of a war. How was this to be 
provided against ? By having in time of peace 
a considerable Force organised, drilled, armed, and 
equipped, which could be raised at the shortest 
possible notice. The local Militia was not such a 
Force. It was better, in time of peace, to have 
an adequate Force as a reserve for our Begular 
Army, and, having got it, to keep it. What the 
country wanted," said Lord Palmerston, '* was a 
regular Militia." Issue being joined on the sub- 
ject. Lord John Bussell took the vote of the 
House of Commons, and the majority deciding 
against him he resigned office, and Lord Derby 
became Prime Minister. 

As unanimity upon the subject of the Defences 
appeared doubtful, it was again shelved by the 
Government. But it did not cease on that accotint 
to receive much discussion at the hands of the 
press and the public Many propositions, pam- 
phlets, and "articles" were put forth pressing 
the adoption of some system of defence, the best 
of which, because of the comprehensiveness of its 
character and the Military experience by which it 
was dictated, proceeded from the pen of Colonel 
Einloch, to whom allusion has already been made 
in connection with the British Legion in Spain. 

2 E 
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Nothing at tlie iime resalted from Oolonel Kin- 
loch's pamphlet, bat that it made a lasting im- 
pression is clear from the fact of every single sug- 
gestion having since been adopted. His scheme, 
in outline^ embraced the formation in each county 
of a Brigade ot Battalions of Biflemen, one or 
more squadrons of Yeomanry Oavalry, one or more 
companies of Artillery, and a small Corps or com- 
pany of Engineers. It suggested the adoption of 
a darkish steel-grey uniform, with a slight relief 
in the matter of facings and shoulder-straps, a 
slight silk stock or bla^ handkerchief, no epau- 
lettes, wideawake hat, loose grey trousers — in 
short, a dress like that found most convenient by 
sportsmen for the hard work of grouse shooting 
and deer stalking on the hills and moors of Scot- 
land. To encourage young men in the use of the 
rifle, Colonel Einloch proposed the establishment 
of prizes at occasional shooting matches, and in 
regard to drill he indicated a time and manner 
which have since received countenance and adop- 
tion. 

The publication of Colonel Einloch's pamphlet 
originated an active private movement in favour of 
Bifle Co^s, which subsequently resolved itself into 
a public organisation on an extensive scale. At 
first the Volunteers received only partial counte- 
nance. Their formation was permitted by Lord 
John Bussell on the liberal condition that they 
should be equipped and armed at their own 
expense, and subject to ail the Bules and Begu- 
lations of the Volunteer Act. Everything else 
was postponed to the consideration of the Militia 
question. Sir Do Lacy Evans, however, moved, 
when the "Supply" votes came before the 
House of Commons in 1852, that it was incon- 
sistent on the part of Government to propose any 
augmentation, however small, of the armed and 
paid Forces of the country, while it discounte- 
nanced and discouraged M the laudable, patriotic, 
and chivalrous offers of gratuitous service from 
various parts of the country, having for their 
object the formation of Bifle Companies and Begi- 
ments for the national defence." Lord Derby 
coming into power early in 1 852, his Home Secre- 
tary, Mr Walpole, added a condition to the Volun- 
teer organisation that the arms used by the 
Volunteers should be of the same calibre and of a 
uniform bore with the muskets of the Line 
Begiments. 

On the 29th March, 1852, Mr Walpole intro- 
duced his Militia Bill. It avoided the rocks and 
shoals which had shipwrecked the Whigs, and 
after a ten weeks* debate it passed both Houses. 
By its provisions the defensive Force of the country 
was increased by 80,000 men. The venerable 
Duke of Wellington, in the last speech made by 
him in the House of Lords on a professional sub- 
ject, warmly supported the formation of the con- 



stitutional peace Force, and recurred to the condi- 
tion of the Militia before 1810, and the Hanoverian 
Militia at Waterloo. He believed in the osefulnesa 
of such a Force after a few weeks of careful drill. 
Naturally the Duke would have preferred an in<« 
crease to the regular Army ; but looking at the 
cost of that establishment, and the needleasness of 
augmenting our means of operating abroad when 
all that was desired was additional strength at 
home. His Grace was satisfied with a well-organiaed 
Militia. 

Glancing once more to the East we find that^ 
in violation of the treaty of Yandaboo, the Bur- 
mese had been insulting and injuring English 
traders (in 1851) at Bangoon and elsewhere, and 
otherwise impeding commercial operations on the 
coast. It seemed impossible to calculate upon 
the permanence of any arrangements made with 
Eastern potentates, even after they had felt the 
weight of our arms. They either forgot the lessons 
their predecessors had received, or hugged them- 
selves in the persuasion that a powerful nation, 
like England, would scarcely plunge into a war for 
the sake of redressing a private wrong. It may 
be also that the Burmese had heard something of 
the dissatisfaction which the mana^ment and 
cost of the expeditions of 1824, 1825, and 1826 
had created, and from this they argued the un- 
likelihood of any further proceedings being adopted 
in vindication of British honour. They reckoned 
without their host. The Marquis of Dalhonsie, 
who governed India in 1852, was swift to avenge 
insult ; and, impressed with the conviction that 
conquests once achieved should, with an eye to 
futare peace and security, be consolidated, he had 
crushed the offending Sikhs, and added the Pnn- 
jaub to the territories of the East India Company. 
He lost no time in throwing the Forces at his 
command upon the Burmese. He sought repara- 
tion by idkt means in the first instance, as became 
a wise and humane governor, and, failing to obtain 
it, he sent a flotilla under Captain Lambert, and 
several Begiments under General Godwin, to exact 
in territorial acquisition a full atonement for the 
wrongs inflicted with the connivance of the Bur- 
mese authorities. The 18th Hoyal Irish, the 5 1st 
Light Infantry, and the 80th Foot, were the Line 
Begiments selected to follow General Godwin. 
Forts and cities on the coast were attacked and 
captured, the Army ascended to Pegu, and the 
people of the province appearing anxious for a 
change of rulers, possession was taken of it in 
perpetuity. 

Deservedly as the courage of British soldiers 
has been lauded by their Generals on the termina- 
tion of sundry exploits, or upon the occasion of 
the presentation of colours and medals, it has 
always been insisted upon that strict discipline is 
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necessary to tHeir saccess and to their well-being. 
Discipline operates with extraordinary moral force 
upon the soldier. It converts the rough artisan 
and the uncouth peasant, the mere creatures of 
physical indulgence, into thoughtful and patient 
human beings equally capable of sustaining mental 
and bodily suffering with fortitude, and of exercis- 
ing their strength and intelligence in action with 
heroism tempered by humanity. It was under the 
influence of the wonderful power of discipline 
that " Waterloo " was won ; it was through the 
same admirable and intelligent agency that 
troops were saved when a melancholy shipwreck 
took place at the Gape of Good Hope. It was in the 
spring of 1852 that one of those calamities hap- 
pened. The transport Birkenhead had on board 
numerous detachments of the 12th Lancers, the 
2nd Queen's, 6th and 12th Foot, 48rd Light In- 
fantry, 45th. 60th, 73rd, 74th, and 91st Eegi- 
ments, comprising nearly 480 non-commissioned 
Officers and men, and thirteen Officers, the entire 
detail conmianded by Lieutenant-Golonel Seton, of 
the 74th. Entering Simon's Bay the ship struck 
npon a rock, and instantly began to fill and sink 
in deep water. There was littleliope for those who 
should escape by swimming, for the bay was full 
of sharks. The ship's boats barely sufficed to 
accommodate the women and children belonging 
to the detachment. To ensure their safety at 
least, Lieutenant-Golonel Seton ordered his young 
soldiers to an instant parade on deck. Every man 
promptly obeyed. Each moment might be his 
last, but not a murmur escaped a single man — 
not one selfish attempt was made to effect an 
isolated escape. The sea rose rapidly — the piti- 
less waters rushed into the lower deck. Bearing 
themselves as sternly as if they were before an 
enemy in the field, the Officers and troops on their 
last parade patiently watched the departure of 
the boats with their weeping, helpless freight of 
poor wives and little children escorted by a few 
sailors. The waves reached the upper deck — the 
Officers bade each other farewell — all hope was 
gone — ^the hapless vessel parted, aud 436 brave 
fellows went down with their Gommander in their 
ranks as they stood. Of the entire number of 
630 souls on board, only 194 were saved, and even 
this fraction must have perished but for the steady 
discipline which enabled the master and his crew 
to make arrangements for their rescue from peril 
during the few minutes left to them by the raging 
element. Never was death encountered virith more 
fortitude by veterans in the field than by the 
young recruits who stood unmoved on the deck of 
the Birkenhead. 

Gaptain Wright, of the 91st, and three Sub- 
alterns survived the wreck, and as Gaptain Wright 
had shown much judgment and prudence in saving 
the women and children, he was rewarded with a 



Majority and a Gk)od-service Pension. To a wreck 
that might have proved as disastrous to a Batta- 
lion of the 91st Regiment, in 1842, when the 
Abercrombie Bobinson struck in Table Bay, 
reference has already been made. The fact of 
two Gaptains of the 91st having distingmsbed 
themselves in saving lives through the instrumen- 
tality of a strict discipline is singularly coincident. 
. Some time in the month of June, 1852, the 
Duke of Wellington moved in the House of Lords 
for reports as to the state of discipline among the' 
troops who were on board the Birkenhead, and as 
to whether the men of the detachments had been 
instructed in firing with ball -cartridge. What 
observations his Grace intended to found upon 
the reports were never known, for the subject was 
not again referred to in Parliament. 



OHAPTEB XXXIX. 

Death of the Dake of Wellington — Lord Hardinge sue- 
oeedtf to the Command — The Gamp at Ghobham— 
Changes in Costame— Improvements — New Secretary 
of State for War — Promotion accelerated — The Crimean 
War. 

There was deep and universal sorrow in the 
land on the 14th of September, 1852. On that 
mournful day the flag at Walmer Gastle was 
hoisted half-mast high. The great Lord Warden 
of the Ginqne Ports had p^sed away — the ruth- 
less destroyer, Death, had laid his icy hand upon 
England's " Wellinoton," and the spirit of the 
mighty soldier was wafted to the abode of im- 
mortal souls. His useful life had been prolonged 
much beyond the period ordinarily vouchsafed to 
poor humanity, but to the veiy last hour the 
'prestige of his name was of infinite value to his 
Sovereign and his country. The magic of his 
rule animated the Military bureau long after his 
capacity for active exertion had subsided ; he was 
still a tower of strength in the settlement of 
great public questions, and his personal presence 
among the people was always grateful, because it 
was associated with a thousand glorious recoUec- 
tions. 

In the course of this history ^ the deeds of 
the Duke of Wellington have been simply 
sketched; — ^for more than a sketch there has 
neither been space nor necessity. The value of 
those deeds was illustrated in their residts. 
Their details spread over hundreds of volumes. 
The sword in his hands became the great 
instrument of peace and civilisation. Whom* 
soever he struck — and he struck none but tyrants 
and evil-doenn— fell, never again to rise. Whether 
he were an In^an freebooter, a Mahratta chieftain. 
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or an Emperor whose Military genios liad laid 
Europe prostrate ; eacH^ in his turn, bowed before 
the uplifted arm of the "Iron Duke." And 
nothing that he did was done for glory, or pelf, or 
personal advancement. " Duty " to the Sovereign 
and the land was his lode-star. In that simple 
word was comprehended the sum and substance of 
the great WelUngton's motives, and in the satis* 
factory performance of his " duty " oonsiated his 
highest pride and his chief reward. 

When Parliament met in the ensuing November 
and the answer to the Address from the Throne 
was debated, the Earl of Derby thus spoke of the 
great Duke : 

" Even now as I address your lordships, my eye 
instinctively turns to the head of this table, 
and looking to that empty seat, I miss there 
one familiar and venerable form — his grey 
head resting on his hand, upraised to assist the 
infirmity of his ear, as, conscientiously and 
laboriously, he seeks to catch the argument of the 
humblest members who may be addressing your 
Lordships. Again, my Lords, I see him rising 
from that seat amidst the breathless silence of 
your Lordships' House, and with faltering accents, 
with no studied eloquence, in homely phrase, but 
with a power and grasp of mind which seized, as 
it were intuitively, the very pith and marrow of 
the matter in hand, slowly and deliberately 
impressing on your Lordships' rapt attention the 
pithy and sententious maxims of intuitive saga- 
city, the results of calm wisdom and of mature 
experience. Well, indeed, my Lords, do I feel it 
to be for me that I need not attempt to describe 
the achievements which have for ever illustrated 
the napae of that great man. You are already all 
well aware of his unparalleled achievements in 
the field, his possession of all the qualifications 
which mark the great MiHtaiy leader, his sagacity 
in council, his unswerving loyalty to his Sove- 
reign, his deep and untiring devotion to the in- 
terests of his country, his noble self-reliance, his 
firmness and zeal, and that distinguishing, trait of 
his character, his abnegation of all selfish views, 
in consideration of the welfare of his country. 
My Lords, all these great and high qualities are 
already written on the undying pages of history ; 
they are already engraven on the grateful hearts 
of an nnforgetting people; they have already 
been honoured by the recognition of the Sove- 
reign ; they have been libercdly acknowledged and 
confessed by all the world. But he is gone ; he 
is gone where human honour is no more, and 
where mortal glory is lost in infinite benignity 
and justice. He ia gone, in the words of the 
noble tribute paid by the Italian poet to the illus- 
trious Duke's great rival, — 

*0v e' silenzio e tondbre 
La gloria che passo.' 



This country can never forget all the events of 
his long and splendid career — his triumphs on the 
field of battle, at the head of his troops — his 
services in the congresses of monarchs, in the 
councils of statesmen, in the cabinets of his col- 
leagues, and in the face of the assembled Parlia- 
ment of his country, while throughout he remained 
unseduced by the lustre of his own great name, 
and undazzled by the blaze of his own transcendent 
glory. Steadfastly resisting the promptings of a 
vulgar ambition, fiinging away from him, as un- 
worthy of his notice, all motives of personal 
interest, he rose superior to the paltfy straggles of 
parties, and in every stage of his life preferred the 
welfare of the nation and of the Grown which he 
served, to any petty or personal feeling of self- 
interest." 

In the General Order directing the Army to go 
into mourning for the Duke, it was gracefully said : 

^' The discipline which he exacted from otheis, as 
the main foundation of the Military character, ke 
sternly imposed upon himself, and the Queen 
desires to impress upon the Army that the greatest 
Commander whom England ever saw, has left an 
example for the imitation of every soldier, in 
taking, as his guiding principle in every relation of 
life, an energetic and unhesitating obedience to 
the call of duty." 

A public funeral of unparalleled magnificence 
and interest accompanied the remains of the 
illustrious chieftain from his stately residence at 
the entrance of Hyde park to the Oathedral of St 
Paul's. Every Begiment that could be spared 
from duty in the English garrisons ; detachments 
from those that could not come in force ; a soldier 
from each Regiment in the Army whose depot 
was in the United Kingdom ; an immense number 
of General, Staff, and other Officers, many of 
whom had fought and bled under the Duke in 
the Peninsula and at Waterloo ; His Boyal High- 
ness Prince Albert; many members of the nobility; 
special Military representatives of all the Orowned 
Heads in Europe ; Ambassadors, Ministers, States- 
men, the Queen's carriage, and the Duke's old 
horse that had borne him on his back for years, 
formed the superb cortege, carefully directed by 
His Boyal Highness the Duke of Cambridge. The 
grand "Dead March," the muffled drums, the 
deep tolling of the ponderous Cathedral bell, and 
the sobs of the multitudes which thronged the 
side walks, the windows, and the tops of houses, 
were the only sounds which broke the silence of 
the melancholy day. Into the deep vault of the 
stately Cathedral---down into the crypt, side by 
side with the cognate dust of the daring Nelson, 
England's other hero — all that was mortal of 
Arthur, Duke of Wellington, was lowered, while 
the organ pealed forth Handel^s funeral anthem 
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in solemn tones, and Hundreds of voices sadly 
channted— 

** His body is buried in peaee, 
Bal his name liyeth eTermore.* 

Unnecessary is it to say that a superb monn- 
ment was voted by Parliament to commemorate 
the public services of the famous soldier whose 
name for half a century had filled men's mouths. 
But that was not alL Every town and city in the 
United Kingdom raised some memorial — ^a statne, 
a column, a bust — of the immortal Duke's public 
virtue. A college was founded, with a rich 
endowment, bearing his name, and panegyric was 
exhausted by the most eloquent men in the 
countiy in paying posthumous honour to the 
saviour of Europe. 

In selecting a suitable successor to the Duke of 
Wellington, Her Majesty experienced some embar- 
rassment. Her genuine affection for the Prince 
Consort, her just admiration of his talents, her 
respect for his judgment, and the strong arguments 
which the late Duke had employed to justify His 
Boyal Highness's appointment to the high office, 
would have led the Queen to confer tipon him the 
Oommand -in-Chief of her magnificent Army, had 
not the Prince himself already waived the distinc- 
tion in a form which admitted of no recurrence 
to the subject. It was in 1850 that Prince Albert 
evinced the grand disinterestedness which added 
so much lustre to a character already embellished 
by many rare qualities. Sir John Macdonald, 
who had for several years filled the office of Adju- 
tant-General, having died, a suggestion was made 
that the offices of Adjutant-Qeneral and Quarter- 
master-General should be amalgamated under a 
single head, to be called the Chief of the Staff. 
The French and other Armies already had a func- 
tionary bearing the designation. On the proposi- 
tion being submitted to Her Majesty, the Duke of 
Wellington was sent for to Windsor Castle that he 
might be consulted on the subject. In conversa- 
tion with His Royal Highness the Prince Consort, 
the Duke of Wellington objected to the proposed 
appointment, saying that it would be appointing 
two different persons to do the same duty, which 
would never answer. The Chief of the Staff 
would again have to subdivide his office into an 
Adjutant-General and a Quartermaster-General's 
Department, and nothing would be gained. Still 
the Duke thought that there might be an advan- 
tage in having a Chief of the Staff if, after his 
(the Duke*s) death. Prince Albert would assume 
the command. He always stood up for the prin- 
ciple of the Army being commanded by the Sove- 
reign ; but he saw no security for the conformity 
of practice with the theory unless Prince Albert 
undertook the command, and thus supplied what 
was deficient in the constitutional worlong of the 
theory arising from the Sovereign being a lady. 



Much discussion ensued on' the subject, and at 
length the Duke of Wellington drew up a memo- 
randum, to which the Prince replied in the follow- 
ing letter. The reader will recognise in this 
document a very remarkable instance of self- 
denial. The Prince, whose virtues, from his 
unobtrusiveness, were scarcely recognised by the 
British nation because unknown to it, realised in 
his self-abnegation the description applied by 
Shakespeare's lago to perfection in the opposite 
sex. He 



fled from his will, 



And yet said, Now I may." 

The letter ran thus : 

" My dear Duke, — ^The Queen and myself have 
thoroughly considered your proposal to join the 
offices of Adjutant-General and Quartermaster- 
General into one of a Chief of the Staff, with a view 
to facilitate the future assumption of the com- 
mand of the Army by myself. The question 
whether it will be advisable that I should take 
the command of the Army or not has been most 
anxiously weighed by me, and I have come to the 
conclusion that my decision ought entirely and 
solely to be guided by the consideration whether 
it would interfere with or assist my position of 
Consort of the Sovereign, and the performance of 
the duties which this position imposes upon me. 

'' This position is a most peculiar and delicate 
one. Whilst a female Sovereign has a great many 
disadvantages in comparison with a King, yet, li 
she is married, and her husband understands and 
does his duty, her position, on the other hand, 
has many compensating advantages, and, in the 
long run, will be found even to be stronger than 
that of a male Sovereign. But this requires that 
the husband should entirely sink his ovm indv^ 
vidual existence in that of his wife ; that he 
should aim at no power by himself or for him- 
self ; should shun all ostentation ; assume no 
separate responsibility before the public; but 
make his position entirely a part of hers ; fill up 
every gap which* as a Woman, she would naturally 
leave in the exercise of her regal functions ; con- 
tinually and anxiously watch every part of the 
public business in order to be able to advise and 
assist her at any moment in any of the multi- 
farious and difficult questions or duties brought 
before her, sometimes international, sometimes 
political, or social, or personal. As the natural 
head of her family, superintendent of her house- 
hold, manager of her private affairs, sole con- 
fidential adviser in politics, and only assistant in 
her communications with the Officers of Govern- 
ment, he is, besides the husband of the Queen, 
the tutor of the Boyal children, the private 
Secretary of the Sovereign, and her permanent 
Minister. 
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*'How far would it be consistent with this 
position to undertake the management and 
administration of a most important branch of the 
public service, and the individual responsibility 
attending to it — ^becoming an Executive Officer of 
the Grown, receiving the Queen's commands 
through her Secretaries of State, &c. ? I feel sure 
that having undertaken the responsibility, I 
should not be satisfied to leave the business and 
real work in the hands of another (the Chief of the 
Staff), but should feel it my duty to look to them 
myself. But while I should, in this manner, 
perform duties which I am sure every able 
General Officer who has gained experience in the 
field would be able to perform better than my- 
self, who have not hard the advantage of such 
experience, most important duties connected with 
the welfare of the Sovereign would be left unper- 
formed, which nobody covXd, perform but myself. 
I am afraid, therefore, I must discard the tempt- 
ing idea of being placed in command of the 
British Army." 

Prince Albert, then, being out of the question 
when the death of the Duke of Wellington ren- 
dered the choice of a new Oommander-in -Chief 
imperative, Her Majesty looked through the roll 
of her most distinguished Generals for a suitable 
successor. Lord Fitzroy Somerset had been 
trained on the Duke's Staff, and knew the deceased 
Field-Marshal's inmost thoughts; Lord Com- 
bermere stood high in general esteem; Lord 
Seaton was universally respected; Lord Gough 
had recently won fresh laurels in India and Chimk ; 
other distinguiflhed Generals were in the firet 
column of the ' Army List,' and the nation had 
not forgotten either their characters or their 
achievements. But there was one who had 
honourably held a place in the Boyal councils, 
and whose name was to be found in the Civil as 
well as in the Military history of the country. 
Brave, loyal, and sagacious, Lord Hardinge had 
long enjoyed an enviable pre-eminence, and his 
exploits in the vicinity of the Punjaub confirmed 
the high opinion his previous exertions had earned. 
Li his hands, therefore, the Queen placed the 
b&ton of office, and the country ratified the pru- 
dence of the Boyal choice. 

Lord Hardinge had a difficult task to perform. 
He found the Army all that it had been forty 
years previously, in respect to courage and dis- 
cipline ; but there was in the stores and arsenals 
a lamentable lack of the materiel of war, and a 
deficiency of that peculiar aptitude for field ser- 
vice which practice only could give. There was 
not a man in the ranks who had had the slightest 
experience of European warfare ; there was scarcely 
an Officer under the rank of General who had 
been under fire excepting in Lidia. The long, long 
peace had rusted the Force, for the Duke of Wel- 



lington gave it no opportunities of even practising 
field manoeuvres on peaceful plains by way of a 
rehearsal of the possible dramas in the future. 
While the Armies of continental Europe were 
kept continually engaged in mimic warfare, and 
availing themselves of aU the improvements in 
the weapons of offence which science could sug- 
gest and experiment confirm, England remained 
in statu quo. The British lion flattered himself 
that it would be enough at any time for him to 
get upon his legs, shake his mane, and roar, if any 
foreign curs should presume to bark in his face 
and disturb his royal slumbers. Lord Hardinge 
did not acquiesce in this opinion. He beheld with 
coudternation the comparatively feeble and un- 
prepared st-ate of the Army, and would have 
addressed himself immediately to comprehensive 
reforms, but that some respect was due to the 
memory of the great Duke. While that memory 
was green, any organic changes would have looked 
like a reflection upon his government of the 
Forces, especially unbecoming in one of his own 
Lieutenants. Lord Hardinge, therefore, allowed 
things to take their own course for several months, 
and then, when higher views of duty and patriot- 
ism fairly superseded considerations of delicacy 
for the Duke's fame as a Commander-in-Chief in 
peace time, his Lordship seized the besom and 
commenced a sweeping course of r»*form. 

One of Lord Hardinge's earliest measures was 
to bring under the notice of the Secretary at War 
the extremely weak state of the Artillery. Thers 
were not fifty guns in the arsenals available for 
service I His next step was to introduce a rifled 
musket (the Enfield), in superoession of the 
Mini6 ; and his third, to establish a camp of exer- 
cise and instruction at Chobham, in Surrey. 
Nothing of the kind had been attempted upon a 
large scale since the reign of George the Third, 
when troops were assembled to be in readiness to 
repol a threatened invasion. Twelve thousand 
pounds were voted by the Commons for the object. 
The camp was formed in the middle of July, 
1853, on ground peculiarly favourable for imi- 
tative warlike operations. Abounding in ridng 
hills, deep hollows, tbick woods, marshes, and 
streams, the vicinity of Chobham afforded occa- 
sion for an infinite variety of field-days. Rifle- 
men had abundance of cover. Engineers wide 
scope for pontooning ; there was ample space for 
Cavalry charges, and plenty of room for In- 
fantry evolutions. Lord Seaton commanded the 
camp. Under him, as Brigadiers of the Guards 
and Infantry, were Colonel Bentinck, Sir De Lacy 
Evans, and Major-General Fane ; the Duke of 
Cambridge, who had been withdrawn from a com- 
mand in Dublin to become Inspector-Gkneral of 
the British Cavalry, commanded the Cavalry; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bloomfield was at the head of 



I8S4.] 



A Familiar History ^ the British Army. 



^S5 



the Aitilleiy, and Colonel Vickeis of the Engi- 
neers. Everything was conducted in a very 
business-like manner. Instead of waiting untU 
the Quartermaster-General had prepared a camp 
for them, the troops marched to the ground and 
immediately proceeded to hut and camp themselves. 
Kitchens and sentiy-boxes were improvised from 
the earth, brushwood, and bushes which abounded 
on the site selected for the assemblage. Trenches 
were dug around the tents to carry off the rain, 
which fell in unusual quantities and with a dis- 
agreeable perseverance. The instruction of the 
men was not confined to the execution of manceu- 
vres ; it extended to the arts of cooking, bakings 
and the multitudinous makeshifts which the 
vicissitudes of camp life in an enemy's country* 
render necessary to comfort, often to existence. 
Two months were passed in this way, and on the 
20th of August the camp broke up, and the troops 
returned to their several cantonments and quarters. 
It was universally admitted that the money 
charged in the Estimates for the experiment had 
not been thrown away. A few months only were 
to elapse before the knowledge acquired by Offi- 
cers and men at Chobham was to find practical 
employment on a wide, a novel, and unexpected 
field. Bussia threatened the disturbance of the 
tranquillity of Europe. 

Opportunely enough for the withdrawal from the 
Service of Officers who had outlived the capabDity 
of performing active duties, and the appointment 
to commands of men in the heyday and vigour 
of life, a Military Commission, which had been 
appointed to consider the state of Army Promo- 
tions, made its report early in 1854. The Com- 
mission recommended that Lieutenant-Colonels 
after actually serving in that rank in command, 
or as Second Lieutenant-Colonels of Begiments, or 
as mounted Officers in the Guards, Artillery, or 
Engineers, or on the Staff of the Army for three 
years, should be promoted to Colonelcies ; that the 
Queen should have power to promote Colonels to 
commands as Major-Generals without regard to 
their seniority ; that periodical Brevets at stated 
periods should be abolished ; that the' number of 
General Officers should be fixed ; that one hun- 
dred General Officers* should receive twenty-five 
shillings per diem ; that every vacancy on the 
fixed establishment of Generals should be filled 
tip by the promotion of the Senior Colonel ; that 
Colonels should be eligible for promotion as Major- 
Generals, Lieutenant-Generals, or Generals, either 
for brilliant service in the field or in consequence 
of their having held commands with temporary 
rank; that Field-Marshals should be created 
without reference to seniority ; that a large dis- 
cretion should be given to the Sovereign in regard 
to selections for Brevet rank for services rendered, 
and that Field Officers of all ranks should be 



allowed to sell out. To these recommendations of 
the Commission effect was promptly given in a 
Promotion Warrant bearing the signature of Mr 
Sydney Herbert, a member of the House of Com- 
mons who had thought much and written much 
on the subject of the condition of the Army, and 
who had become Secretary at War early in 1853. 

Time out of mind the Constitutional War 
Minister had been at the same time Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. The combination of offices^ 
if not anomalous, was by no means of advantage 
to the Army, for it inferentially declared the Mili« 
tary establishment a secondary consideration. 
This was no longer deemed desirable, if it had 
ever been so, and a second Secretaryship was 
therefore created in 1854, and conferred on the 
Duke of Newcastle. 

A general activity now pervaded thd Militaiy 
departments, and the reign of common sense was 
really inaugurated. A School of Musketry was 
established at Hythe, in Kent, and soldiers from 
every Begiment were sent down to qualify them- 
selves as marksmen under the special supervision 
of an Officer who had devoted much time to the 
subject of firearms. Changes for the better were 
effected in the costume of the troops. The tight- 
fitting jacket, with its skimpy swallowtail, was 
exchanged for a loose, serviceable tunic ; epaulettes 
were abolished altogether as expensive encum- 
brances, and embroidered badges on the collars 
substituted for them; cumbrous and inelegant 
hats were put aside in favour of a light chaco 
and a blueJrock. It was no longer indispensable 
that Officers and men should bring their chins 
and cheeks into daily contact with biting steel ; 
moustaches were tolerated, and whiskers (of 
regulated dimensions I) allowed. The position of 
normal schoolmasters was improved, and the 
heavy tight-fitting stock and cumbrous knapsack 
were abolished in India by General Sir William 
Gomm, who had succeeded Sir Charles Napier in 
the command of the Indian Army. Few Officers 
had seen more service than Sir William Gomm. 
He was a man of a different character to Sir 
Charles Napier, but his bearing was so essentially 
that of the polished gentleman, and his field 
experience so great, that he was generally wel- 
comed by the Service. 

The wide disparity between the magnitude of 
an event and the insignificance of its causes never 
received a more powerful exemplification than in 
the Crimean war of 1854-56. The disappearance 
of a silver star from a small chapel at Bethlehem, 
consecrated alike to the worship of the followers of 
the Greek and Homan Catholic religions, led to 
feuds between thos3 rival sects — the feuds to 
appeals to the Bussian consulate ; and the futility 
of the attempts of the latter to move the Sultan 
to interfere in these Christian quarrels caused 
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references to tHe Emperor of Biusia and tlie 
Emperor of the French. Bossia, with her eye 
perpetually directed to the west and the south, 
saw that a new opportunity had arisen for making 
another movement towards the Mediterranean. 
She had Armies lying comparatiTcly idle, and 
Fleets at anchor in the Black Sea. Turkey was 
feeble— '' a sick man " whom it would be easy to 
hurry to dissolution. Bemonstrances were ad- 
dressed to the Porte, proformd, not merely on the 
subject of the star, but in reference to certain 
holy places in the vicinity of Jerusalem which 
were continual subjects of dispute between the 
rival sects; and as nothing resulted from the 
remonstrances of a character to satisfy the 
demands of the Ozar, an Army marched across 
the Pruth and approached the Danube. The 
position of the Sultan,— of all Western Europe, 
indeed, — was critical. No resistance which 
Turkey was in a condition to offer single-handed 
could possibly keep the Autocrat from seizing 
upon Oonstantinople, and the presence of Bussia 
in the Ottoman capital, whence it was tolerably 
certain that she would not recede, might disturb 
the balance of Power. France and England saw that 
the danger was imminent, and for the first time 
became allies. To have been on speaking terms 
for forty years was something rare in the history 
of two nations which from the days of Edward 
the Third had been continually cutting each other's 
throats ; but to be associated in the same field, 
making common cause against a nation which 
had, at times, been the friend or the enemy of 
both, was a spectacle — ^a condition of things — so 
strange that men could hardly believe in its safety 
and duration. No one trusted in the sincerity of 
the alliance ; a political necessity appeared to be 
its only real cause, and with those who had taught 
themselves to look on France and England as 
natural foes, the aggression of Bussia scarcely 
furnished a sufficient excuse for the union of the 
ancient rivals in what promised to be a costly and 
hazardous war. But the alliance was formed, 
nevertheless, and the gauntlet was cast at the feet 
of the Czar. 

Among a people so bigoted as the Buseians, it 
is good policy to found appeals to nationality 
in the name of the Greek religion. The Bussian 
will always fight when and where he is ordered 
by his superiors, but he only throws his heart into 
the contest when he believes that he is doing 
battle in the cause of Christianity. The Czar, 
aware of the existence of this feeling amidst the 
slavish conscripts of his vast dominions, addressed 
them in the language most calculate to stimu- 
late their zeal — " England and France,'* said the 
manifesto, " have taken up the cause of Turkey ; 
and thus England and France have ranged them- 
selves by the side of the enemies of Christianity." 



The logic was convindng. Thousands of disd- 
plined soldiers and Cossacks marched down to the 
Danube, following the index of the Empress 
Catherine which pointed to Constantinople. Bat 
they were checked at Silistria. Moslem and 
Christian combined to obstruct the Bussian hordes. 

Omar Pacha, a German, headed the troops of 
the Sultan. The Turkish soldiers were not defi- 
cient in a wild courage strengthened by religioos 
fanaticism. In the field they were the equals of 
the troops of the Czar. But they lacked science ; 
and science in modem warfare is an equivalent for 
personal prowess, if it be not sometimes of much 
more oonsequence. Happily for the Osmanlia 
several English Officers went to thdr aid. Colonel 
Cannon, an East India soldier, who had fleshed 
his maiden sword in Spain under Do Lacy Evans, 
threw himself into Silistria with 4,000 men. He 
was soon joined by two other Officers of the East 
India Company's Army. Captains Nasmyth and 
Butler arrived opportunely to aid in strengthening 
the works of the beleaguered town. The conduct 
of all these Officers was most praiseworthy. 
Lieutenant Butler was killed in his gallant defence 
of a redoubt. 

While the Turks thus manfully held the cohorts 
of the Czar in check, a formidable armament was 
preparing in England and France ; and amongst 
the people, of Great Britain especially, there was 
a great deal of enthusiasm in the cause. Indivi- 
dually, the Emperor of Bussia was detested for 
tyrannies and cruelties supposed to have had his 
sanction ; and it had not been forgotten that, in 
1838, Russia was detected in designs upon India. 
Nevertheless, it was held desirable to enter into 
a public explanation of the reasons for going to 
war, and the following '* Declaration " was univer- 
sally held to be satisfactory. Out of the many 
thousands of soldiers who were engaged in the war 
with Bevolutionary and Imperial France, between 
1793 and 1815, probably not one in a hundred 
knew anything of the real merits of the quarrel : 
it was sufficient for them that they had to ** beat 
the French " — ^but education and the Beform Bill 
had wrought an important metamorphosis in the 
character of the British soldier in 1854. He had 
become a thinking member of society, and cared 
to know ** the reason, why " when the Govern- 
ment deemed it necessaxy that he should take the 
field against a political enemy : 

Dbolaaation of Wab, 

It is with deep regret that Her Majesty 
announces the failure of her anxious and pro- 
tracted endeavours to preserve for her people and 
for Europe the blessings of peace. 

The unprovoked aggression of the Emperor of 
Bussia against the Sublime Porte has been per- 
sisted in with such disregard of consequences;, 
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ihat afier tte rejection by the Emperor of Bussia 
of terms which the Emperor of Austria, the 
Emperor of the French, and the King of Prussia, 
as well as Her Majesty, considered just and equi- 
table. Her Majesty is compelled, by a sense of 
what is due to the honour of her Crown, to the 
interests of her people, and to the independence 
of the States of Europe, to come forward in 
defence of an Ally whose territory is invaded, 
and whose dignity and independence are assailed. 

Ber Majesty, in justification of the course she 
is about to pursue, refers to the transactions in 
which Her Majesty has been engaged. 

The Emperor of Russia had some cause of com- 
plaint against the Sultan with reference to the 
settlement which His Highness had sanctioned of 
the conflicting claims of the Ghreek and Latin 
churches to a portion of the holy places of Jeru- 
salem and its neighbourhood. To the complaint 
of the Emperor of Bussia on this head justice 
was done; and Her MaJ6sty*B Ambassador at 
Constantinople had the satisfaction of promoting 
an arrangement to which no exception was taken 
by the Bussian Government. 

But while the Bussian Government repeatedly 
assured the Government of Her Majesty that the 
mission of Prince Menschikoff to Constantinople 
was exclusively directed to the settlement of the 
question of the holy places at Jerusalem, Prince 
Menschikoff himself pressed upon the Porte other 
demands of a far more serious and important 
character, the nature of which he, in the first in- 
stance, endeavoured as far as possible to conceal 
from Her Majesty's Ambassador. And these 
demands, thus studiously concealed, affected, not 
the privileges of the Greek Church at Jerusalem, 
but the position of many millions of Turkish sub- 
jects in their relations to their Sovereign, the 
Sultan. 

These demands were rejected by the spontaneous 
decision of the Sublime Porte. 

Two assurances had been given to Her Majesty, 
one that the mission of Prince Menschikoff 
regarded the holy places ; the other that the mis' 
sion would be of a conciliatory character. 

In both respects Her Majesty's just expecta- 
tions were disappointed. 

Demands were made which, in the opinion of the 
Sultan, extended to the substitution of the Em- 
peror of Bussia's authority for his own over a 
large portion of his subjects, and those demands 
were enforced by a threat ; and when Her Majesty 
learnt that, on announcing the termination of his 
mission. Prince Mensc&ikoff declared that the 
refusal of his demands would impose upon the 
Imperial Government the necessity of seeking a 
guarantee by its own power, Her Majesty thought 
proper that her Fleet should leave Malta, and, in 
conjunction with that of His Majesty the Em 



peror of the French, take up its station in the 
neighbourhood of the Dardanelles. 

So long as the negotiations bore an amicable 
character, Her Majesty refrained from any demon- 
stration of force. But when, in addition to the 
assemblage of large Military Forces on the fron- 
tier of Turkey, the Ambassador of Bussia inti- 
mated that serious consequences would ensue from 
the refusal of the Sultan to comply with unwar- 
rantable demands, Her Majesty deemed it right, in 
conjunction with the Emperor of the French, to 
give an unquestionable proof of her determination 
to support the sovereign rights of the Sultan. 

The Bussian Government has maintained that 
the determination of the Emperor to occupy the 
Principalities was. taken in consequence of the 
advance of the Fleets of England and France. 
But the menace of invasion of the Turkish terri- 
tory was conveyed in Count Nesselrode's note to 
Hechid Pacha, of the 19th (31st) May, and re- 
stated in his despatch to Baron Brunnow of the 20th 
May (1st June), which announced the determina- 
tion of the Emperor of Bussia to order his troops 
to occupy the Principalities, if the Porte did not 
within a week comply with the demands of 
Bussia. 

The despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople, authorising him, on certain speci- 
fied contingencies, to send for the British Fleet, 
was dated the 8 1st of May, and the order sent 
direct from England to Her Majesty's Admiral to 
proceed to the neighbourhood of the Dardanelles 
was dated the 2nd of June. 

The determination to occupy the Principalities 
was therefore taken before the orders for Uie ad- 
vance of the combined Squadrons were given. 

The Sultan's Minister was informed that, unless 
he signed within a week, and without the change 
of a word, the note proposed to the Porte by 
Prince Menschikoff, on the eve of his departure 
from Constantinople, the Principalities of Moldavia 
and Wallachia would be occupied by Bussian 
troops. The Sultan could not accede to so insult- 
ing a demand, but when the actual occupation of 
the Principalities took place, the Sultan did not, 
as he might have done in the exercise of his un- 
doubted right, declare wair, but addressed a protest 
to his Allies. 

(The Declaration goes on to mention the endea- 
vours that had been made by the Allies to bring 
about a peaceful solution of the questions at issue, 
without favourable results, and the consequent 
declaration of war by Turkey.) 

The time has, however, now arrived (continues 
the Declaration), when the advice and remon- 
strances of the Four Powers having proved wholly 
ineffectual, and the Military preparations of Bussia 
becoming daily more extended, it is but too obvious 
that the Emperor of Bussia has entered upon a 

2 L 



258 



A Familiar History of the British Army* 



[1854. 



coarse of policy wbicb, if tincliecked, must lead 
to the destraction of the Ottoman Empire. 

In this conjanctare, Her Majesty feeU oajled 
upon by regard for an Ally, the integrity and in- 
dependence of whose empire have been recognised 
as essential to the peace of Europe ; by the sym- 
pathies of her people with right against wrong ; 
by a desire to avert from her dominions most 
injarioos consequences ; and to save Europe from 
the preponderance of a Power which has violated 
the faith of treaties, and defies the opinions of the 
civilized world, to take up arms, in conjunction 
with the Emperor of the French, for the defence 
of the Sultan. 

Her Majesty is persuaded that, in so acting, she 
will have the cordial support of her people ; and 
that the pretext of zeal for the Christian religion 
will be used in vain to cover an aggression under- 
taken in disregard of its holy precepts, and of its 
pure and beneficent spirit. 

Her Majesty humbly trusts that her efiforts may 
be successful, .and that, by the blessing of Provi- 
dence, peace may be re-established on safe and 
solid foundations. 

It was impossible that England, with a 00m- 
mercial and manufacturing population, should con- 
tribute a national force numerici.Iy equal to that 
of the French, whose military system gave them 
the command of an enormous Army at any 
moment. It was necessary, therefore, to augment 
the bounties held out as an attraction to recruits, 
and to reduce the standard height of candidates 
for service. Fortunately the Militia, formed in 
the previous year, had become the nucleus of a 
force, but as it could not be employed beyond the 
limits of the island, the soldiers were encouraged 
to transfer their services to the Line, and as an 
inducement to the Officers of the Militia to urge 
their men to enlist, Ensigncies in the regular 
Army were given to each subaltern who could 
raise seventy-five men, and a bonus of \l. was 
added to the bounty of 6Z. payable to recruits. 
As many as three Ensigncies were given to each 
Begiment that produced 225 men in batches of 
seventy-five each. The Militia had in many 
instances reached a fair degree of discipline and 
utility, for much judgment had been shown by the 
Lords-Lieutenant of counties in the appointment 
of the Adjutants, Majors, and Captains of each 
Corps. The commands had not always fallen 
into the same capable hands. 

But even with all the aid derivable from the 
Militia and the temptation of high bounties, the 
British contingent would have fallen short of the 
requisite strength if the services of foreigners had 
not been sought, as in the time of Napoleon. The 
liberality of England was notorious on the Con- 
tinent, and every State which was not pledged to 



neutrality or in terror of the power of 
ready to contribute soldiers to swell the requisite 
armament. Thus, bodies of Osmanli Irregular 
Horse were raised by experienced Cavalry 0£cers, 
and Italian, German, and Swiss Legions were 
formed under the auspices of Colonel Einloch. 

As the British Cavalry was very weak in num* 
bers, one of the most efficient bodies of mounted 
irregulars would probably have been the Corps of 
Bazi Bashouks formed by Lieutenant-Colonel Beat- 
son, of the Bengal Army, who had served in Spain 
with Sir De Lacy Evans. By dint of great per- 
severance he levied a Corps of 4,000 men of all 
races, and through the exercise of good manage* 
ment, excellent temper, and firmness, he brought 
them into a state of order and discipline that 
promised well for the future. But the supinenesa 
of the Ambassador at Constantinople, Lord Strat- 
ford de Bedcliffe ; the questionable conduct of the 
Consul -General, Mr Calvert ; combined with un- 
accountable jealousies and indifference at head- 
quarters, left Colonel Beatson (who received 
the distinction of Lientenant-General in the 
Turkish Army) without the requisite resources for 
the maintenance of his Corps, and before it could 
be called into active service it was necessarily 
disbanded. 

A more imposing Force, numerically, than 
that now despatched to the East, was never 
arrayed at any one time under the British flag. 
Its chief deficiency \ay in the Staff and the Cavalry 
commands. Few of the principal Officers had had 
much, if any, experience of their duties in the 
field. Family and aristocratic influence were un- 
fortunately allowed great sway in the selections. 
Tradition usurped the place of more material 
guarantees of utility. Nor was the ignorance of 
the Staff confined to the routine of professional 
duty. No one was familiar with the topography, 
resources, and language of the countries to be 
visited. It was clear that we were about to take 
a '' leap in the dark." 

The arms of the Infantry were a considerable 
improvement upon the Mini6 rifie. In 1853, 
Lord Hardinge had appointed a Committee to 
inquire into the subject of the possibility of im- 
proving the rifies ; it was assisted in its delibera- 
tions and experiments by some of the most 
eminent gunmakers, and the result of the in- 
quiries, deliberations, and experiments was the 
production of a musket commonly called the 
Enfield. It projected an ounce ball with great 
accuracy and force. The soldier could, as 
formerly, carry sixty rounds of ammunition, whilst 
the new weapon, with the sixty cartridges, was 
8 lbs. 5 ozs. lighter than its predecessor of 1851, 
though the stock and barrel were stronger. This 
was a material consideration. A corresponding 
degree of improvement had not, however, taken 
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place in the Artillery branch of the Service. 
When war was declared with Bassia, nothing coald 
have been more unsatisfactory than the state of 
the Ordnance Department as regarded the store 
of some of the most important war materiel or 
the means for their production. In the first 
Artillery equipment prepared for the East it was 
found impossible to procure by the ordinary 
means a due supply of efficient Shrapnel shells. 
In his extremity the Secretary for War resorted 
to Captain Boxer, of the Royal Artillery, then 
holding the appointment of additional Fire Master, 
for advice and assistance. He showed to that 
Officer the danger of our position, and told him 
that some means must be found to improve it. 
Captain Boxer perceived the emergency of the 
situation, and at once applied his talents to the 
extrication of the Government from its difficulty. 
By dint of <' the great ability, great scientiQc 
knowledge, and great energy " of Captain Boxer, 
very important results were achieved, and, in \h& 
language of the Secretary of State, he " saved the 
Ordnance Department from disgrace and the coun- 
try from imminent danger." 

In the spring of 1854 the troops left England. 
The Peninsular and Oriental Company placed 
several of their magnificent steamers at the dis- 
posal of the Oovemment, and a war Fleet under 
Admiral Lyons convoyed the noble Armada. The 
commands were thus distributed. Lord Baglan 
commanded in chief. Major-General His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge headed the Divi- 
sion of the Guards — physically, the fiower of the 
British Army. The Second Division of Infantry 
was under Lieutenant-General Sir De Lacy Evans. 
Lord Hardinge appreciated a Military capacity 
which the Duke of Wellington had undervalued. 
The Light Division of Infantry was commanded 
by Lieutenant-General George Brown, who had 
held the office of Adjutant-General for some years. 
He was a rough man, but a thoroughly good soldier. 
The Third Division was assigned to Major-General 
8ir Richard England. The Brigadiers of the 
several Divisions were, for the most part, Officers 
who had seen service in India and China. Adams, 
Pennefather, and Colin Campbell were names of 
note. Bentinck and Codrington were better known 
in the purlieus of St James's, but they were 
Guardsmen^ and the Guards had never failed in 
great emergencies. Colonels Estcourt and Airey 
had been selected by Lord Raglan for the offices 
of Adjutant and Quartermaster General. Official 
experience and personal intelligence were their 
recotomendation. Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Burgoyne was appointed the Chief-Engineer, and 
perhaps no Anny in the world possessed a. better 
or more scientific Officer in that important branch 
of the Service. The Cavalry commands were in 
the hands of the Earls of Lucan and Cardigan. 



If a reputation for personal courage and good 
horsemanship had been a sufficient qualification 
for the heavy responsibility, the choice could have 
raised no question. 

Gallipoli and Scutari, in the yicinity of the 
Dardanelles, were the appointed rendezvous of the 
Allied Army, and thither it proceeded to the 
western coast of the Black Sea. Reconnaissances 
. and the information received at head-quarters then 
suggested a descent upon the Crimean peninsula, 
lying further East. Landing at Eupatoria, the 
troops marched along the coast until they reached 
the river Alma. Here they found the Russians 
prepared to receive thein. Crowning a steep height 
on the opposite bank of the river were batteries of 
one hundred guns, and a large force of Infantry 
and Cossacks. The double task was therefore 
imposed upon the Army of crossing a river in front 
of an enemy, and of afterwards attacking his 
strong and advantageously situated intrenchments. 
In the rear of the Russians lay the fortified town 
of Sebastopol and the Russian Fleet of men-of- 
war, neither of which could be touched until the 
Alma had been crossed. It was the condition 
precedent of the intended greater operations. 60, 
concerting their arrangements that the honour of 
the achievement should be equally divided, the 
Commanders of the Allied Armies happily disposed 
their Battalions, and battle was offered to the 
Russians on the 14th of September. The Russian 
guns belched forth their thunder, and the balls 
fell with terrible precision upon the ranks of the 
Allied Infantry. Fearlessly and brilliantly the 
Line advanced. Renewing the glories of Albu- 
hera, the 7th and 23rd Fusiliers, with the Duke 
of Wellington's own Regiment, the 38rd, and the 
highly-disciplined 95th, forded the river, ran up 
the acclivity, and seized a redoubt. But they 
could not hold it. The inveterate fire of the 
Russians compelled them to relinquish their prize. 
Up went the Guards, under Brigadier Bentinck, 
and the Highlanders, following the veteran Colin 
Campbell. The struggle was tremendous. Obsti- 
nately resolved to die rather than relinquish their 
position, the Russians gave blow for blow. With 
determined courage the Brigades persevered, and 
for three hours the mortal strife continued. 
Twenty-six British Officers fell in the contest. 
At length the devoted troops of the Czar, no 
longer able to resist the successive attacks of the 
Allies, sounded a retreat, and the heights remained' 
in the possession of Lord Raglan and Marshal St 
Amaud. 

The victory of the Alma was followed up by 
an advance towards Sebastopol. Finding the 
Northern face of Sebastopol defended by a 
fortress that could only be taken by a regular 
siege, which was not at the moment feasible, the 
Allied Commanders resolved on a flank march 
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whicli woald bring their Forces on to the plateau 
Booth of the city, whence they could more readily 
communicate with their Bupplies and the shipping. 
Kot a moment was lost in carrying the project 
into execution. Harassing the Bussians in their 
retreat, and then diverging to the East, the 
Armies gained the open country lying between the 
port of Balaklava and that of Sebastopol, and 
seizing the former town and harbour as a base of 
operations soon had the satisfaction of seeing the 
British flag flying on the heights, while the French 
occupied the land contiguous to Kamisch Bay. 



CHAPTER XL 

The Siege of Sebastopol oommenoed — Cavalry Charfre at 
Balaklava — Suppliei from England — Florence Nightin- 
gale — The Sortie — ^Tbe Battle of Inkermann — Furioas 
Scorm— The Winter of 1854>~Di8tribntion of Medals 
in Enfftand — Ansaalt on the Redan — ^Capture of the 
Malakhoff, and termination of the War — The Defence of 
Kara — Lord Panmnre, Minister of War — Abolition of 
the Board of General Officers — Wetoome to the Troops 
in England — The Victoria Gross — Kon-commissioned 
Officers — ^The Queen tX Aldershot — ^Rewards and 
Reforms. 

Sebastopol was found to be yery strongly forti- 
fied. There were redans and bastions, mamelons, 
towers, and redoubts bristling with heavy artil- 
lery all along the southern face. The ample 
resources of a great Military nation, whose Engi- 
neers were men of rare and original talent, had 
been employed to render the place, if possible, 
impregnable. To invest the town was simply an 
impossibility. Its communications were open to 
the North and East, whence indefinite reinforce- 
ments and materiel could be drawn. Nothing 
remained but to attack the works at different points 
from the plateau where the troops now endeavoured 
to establish themselves. The left of the line 
resting upon the sea was occupied by the French. 
The English held the right, and the intermediate 
space was occupied by soldiery of all the Allied 
nations, including the Turks and Sardinians. 
Balaklava was maintained by the 93rd High- 
landers, a body of the Royal Marines, and a 
detachment of Artillery. Everything was planned 
after a manner to reflect honour on the judgment 
of the Qenends and the Engineers. 

The first idea of the Russian Oommander, 
Prince Qortschakoff, was to recover Balaklava, 
hem in the Allies, and cut ofi* their communication 
with the shipping. Pushing forward a well- 
equipped Force of all arms on the 5th October, 
he dirove the Turks from the redoubts which they 
occupied on the heights above the town. But 
beyond that his Cossacks and Artillery could not 
penetrate. Sir Colin Campbell drew np hb daring 



Highlanders and Marines in one ** long, thin, red 
line," and met them with a volley, before which 
the hordes recoiled. The heavy Cavalry, under 
Brigadier Scarlett, was at hand. Greys, Innis- 
killings, and Dragoon Guards, were hurled upon 
them as they wavered, and after a severe hand-to- 
hand contest the Russians, broken and discomfited, 
retired. Lord Raglan and General Canrobert^ 
who had witnessed the fight, saw their oppor- 
tunity. The British Light Cavalry were ordered 
immediately to advance and seize the guns of the 
retreating enemy. It was one of thoae tides in 
the affairs of war which, to lead to fortune, had 
to be taken at the flood. It was " omitted." The 
Officer entrusted with the order— or the Officer 
who received the order — somehow blundered. So 
ran the allegation. Suffice it, the Brigade of 
Light Cavalry, numbering only 600 sabres, led 
by the Earl of Cardigan, who had more intre- 
pidity than judgment — ^and, unsupported by In- 
fantry or Artillery, seUm le$ regies, tore across the 
plain — too late, too late to be of the least service. 
The Russians had re-formed, and Uieir gona were 
in position. The right, the left, and the front of 
the advancing Squadrons were torn by the oannon 
of the enemy ; and when the survivors read&ed 
the line, lance and bayonet, sabre and pistol, 
resisted their attack. For a few minutes they 
daringly and impetuously maintained the contest 
*agiunst overwhelming numbers, but conquest was 
utterly impossible. The trumpets sounded a 
reluctant retreat; and then the Dragoons, the 
Hussars, and the Lancers went back to their 
lines. 

**Bat not — ^not the six han4red ! * 

A miserable fragment of the beautiful Brigade 
returned to the lines covered with honour — aU 
else had been lost. " (Tetait magn^ique — siow 
eUe rCetait pas la giierre,** was the pithy commen- 
tary of the French General, who had been a spec- 
tator of the charge, and of the unflinching hsfdi- 
hood with which the British trooper encounters 
death in the struggle with heavy odds. 

Disastrous as the climax had been, the battle of 
Balaklava served the pnrposeof enabling the English 
to maintain their position thenceforth undisturbed, 
and the siege preparations went briskly on. Hap* 
pily, the Army was accompanied by a class of 
gentlemen very scant in numbers, but rich in 
talent and right feeling, whose business it was to 
supply the principal English newspapers with in« 
formation as to the state of affairs in the camp, 
and the progress of the war generally. Hitherto, 
men in office, and especially jbfilitary men, had 
held the press in affected contempt ; in reality, 
they dreaded the power which made their pro- 
fessional acts amenable to public opinion ; but a 
better estimate of the value of the '' institntioa *' 



1854.] 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



261 



had spmng up of late years, and it was admitted 
that the integrity, patriotism, and rare intelligence 
which, while they combined to expose abases, were 
effective in the promotion of great Army reforms 
and manifold improvements, more than counter- 
balanced the annoyances which occasionally sprang 
from inevitable exposures and unintentional mis- 
statements. The correspondents of the public 
press who were with the troops at the Alma, and 
witnessed the battle of Balaklava, were parti- 
cipators in much of the suffering which resulted 
from the conflicts, the climate, and the exposure. 
Putting aside their own personal annoyances, they 
diligently and faithfully represented the fearful 
condition of the Army by every mail which left 
the Black Sea with its freight of wounded and 
sick men, and called upon the people of England 
to aid with their wealth and energies in alleviating 
miseiy, and strengthening their soldiers in the 
mighty enterprise in which they were embarked.* 
The honour and renown of the nation were im- 
perilled, and nothing could save them but a 
stapendous effort of patriotism and benevolence. 
When did England ever turn a deaf ear to appeals 
addressed to her generosity ? When was she ever 
indifferent to the claims on her humanity ? The 
heart of the great nation was profoundly stirred 
by the intelligence conveyed to each homestead 
through the columns of the press, and every 
scheme that a wise policy and an enlarged benevo- 
lence could suggest for mitigating the sufferings of 
the Army, and ensuring the success of the .cam- 
paign in the Crimea, was immediately adopted. 
Public meetings were called in every town and 
village of the United Kingdom — subsequently 
repeated in all the colonies where Englishmen 
were to be found ; vast subscriptions were raised, 
and supplies of every description immediately des- 
patched to the camp. Private effort strengthened 
public endeavour. There was not a single soul, 
from the generous Queen upon her throne to the 
humblest occupant of the poorest cottage — the 
parent, perhaps, of some absent soldier — who did 
not contribute to the comfort and succour of the 
troops. The wounded were sent to hospitals 
established at Scutari and other places on the 
coast of Turkey, to enjoy a degree of tender care 
and nursing unknown to any of their gallant pre- 
decessors. Animated by the highest philanthropy. 
Miss Florence Nightingale, a gentlewoman of 
independent means and good family, devoted her- 
self and her possessions to the noble task which 
thitherto had been imperfectly fulfilled in foreign 
Armies by Boswn de chariU and warm-hearted 
vivandi^es. Her adniirable example found nume- 

* Let the name of William H. Russell be written in 
letters of g^ld. It was chiefly to his eloqaence and inde- 
pendence that the Army owed the prompt interference of 
the couctry. 



rous imitators among her countrywomen, and, in 
a short time, the hospitals became paradisaical 
asylums for the victims of disease and furious 
strife. 

It was a happy thing that the British nation 
had thus become alive, in good season, to the 
wants of the Army, and the urgent necessity for 
adapting it, in all respeots, to the work it hsul to 
perform. The Russians were no common enemies ; 
the Czar himself was urged by a variety of feel- 
ings and considerations to push the war to the 
uttermost. Enraged that he had been baffled in 
his designs upon Turkey — maddened by the pre- 
sence of an armed host on his southern territories 
-—humiliated by the loss or blockade of his fleets 
in the Black Sea and the Baltic — ^he omitted no 
expedient that could render -his strong places im- 
pregnable and his legions formidable. The best 
Generals in his well-trained Army were sent to 
earn the highest rewards in his power to bestow, 
or endure the severest punishment he could inflict 
in proportion as they succeeded or failed in their 
serious missions. The treasures of the empire 
were lavished to build up bulwarks against the 
invaders. Prayers and sacrifices were offered up 
in the Greek churches ; neighbouring States were 
coaxed to hold their hands if they could not send 
auxiliaries. In a word, there was nothing that 
power and ingenuity could devise to break the 
chains upon despotic action imposed by com- 
bined England and France that the Emperor of 
Bussia did not gallantly attempt. 

In the meantime, the garrison of Sebastopol 
was not idle. The fire from the batteries per- 
petually disturbed the besiegers at their labour 
in the trenches, and every little damage inflicted 
upon the outworks of the city was promptly re- 
paired by the highest engineering skill. On the 
26th of October a sortie was made in prodigious 
strength. Four thousand brave and devoted 
soldiers assailed the front of the works, covered 
by Sir De Lacy Evans' Division. They were 
driven back by the Infantry Begiments which 
defended the works, leaving 500 men killed and 
wounded, and losing 100 prisoners. The 30th, 
49th, 55th, and 95th admirably maintained the 
tradition^ of the Corps. There was a pause after 
this for thirteen days. But on the 8th of Novem- 
ber an attack was made by the Russians upon the 
right of the line of the combined Armies, facing 
the village of Inkerman, which put English 
mettle to the severest proof. It was before the 
dawn of a misty morning that the Second Division 
was made aware of the approach of vast bodies of 
the enemy's Infantry, heralded by the fire of artil- 
lery. The Russians were bent upon the possession 
of a redoubt held by the 55th on a commanding 
elevation. Forty to one were fearful odds, and 
the 55th unavoidably fell back, Tb9 4l8t and 
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49t1i ruBhed to the rescue, and recovered tlie fort, 
and for awhile held it against masses of the 
enemy. Bat, in their turn, they were compelled 
to yield possession to the , accelerated numbers. 
The Duke of Gambridge now came up with the 
Guards, who charged the redoubt " as if, besides 
life, immortality wer^ to be won." They were 
successful, and a few hundred men set at defiance 
7,000 of the enemy, who, three several times, 
sought to recover what they had won and lost. And 
here perhaps occurred one of the most splendid 
episodes " in the bloodiest struggle ever witnessed 
since war cursed the earth." ** Back to back on 
that bloody ground, sodden into a hideous quag- 
mire, the gallant Coldst reams fought against an 
infuriated multitude till their ammunition was 
expended ; and then clubbing their muskets, by 
dint of blows from stock and stone, they drove 
the Russians back far enough to obtain room to 
form in line, and with levelled bayonets charged 
the retreating masses, and again joined their com- 
rades." Meantime, while 12,000 English soldiers 
fought hand to hand with a host counting 40,000 
trained men, the Russians, as day and the dis- 
persing smoke enabled them to discern their 
prey, picked o£F the British Officers, as a sports- 
man selects his game. Sir Geoi^ge Gathcart was 
shot dead, Brigadiers-General 8trangways and 
Goldie were likewise killed ; Brigadier-General 
Torrens was severely wounded. Terrible havoc 
was made with the juniors. The Russians did not 
spare the wounded. They bayoneted all who 
fell within their reach or upon the ground they 
crossed. And while they were engaged in their 
mufderous work and the fortunes of the day 
were undecided, the dashing French Zouaves and 
Chasseurs d*Afrique came down pell-mell upon 
the left of the enemy, and scattered them like 
chaff. Inkermann was a British victory ; it was 
emphatically the soldiers' battle,* for everything 
depended upon individual staiiiina. The French 

* It might with equal reason have been called ^ the 
Officers' fight," for many Officers, relinqaishing for the 
moment the details of command, used their weapons with 
the vigoar which characterised their ancestors when all 
-distinotiona were lost in the fnry of the me^^p, and indi- 
vidual prowess became an element of success. Gon- 
apicuous among the Otf leers who thus distinguished them- 
selves at Inkermann was Gaptain (afterwards Golonol) 
I. N. Sargent, of the 95th. It is on official record that in 
the thickest of the battle, at a crisis when every rifle was 
of vital importance, he used one with remarkable effect, 
especially when the 95th was cut off from the British posi- 
tion by charging the enemy down a hill. It would have 
been strange if Gaptain Sargent had not been recommended 
as " a most zealous, meritorious, and brave Officer," see- 
ing that, not only at Inkermann, but at the battle of the 
Alma, he had exhibited ^ determined bravery." Twice 
was he wounded during the siege of Sebastopol. He had 
previously served in operations on the Danube, under 
Lientenant-Genend Beatson, who has already been men- 
tioned, and Uiere won the Turkish medal. 



Allies were to them on that occasion what the 
Prussians were to Wellington at Waterloo— they 
came in at the close of the fight to give the enemy 
the eofwp de grace.^ 

Another such victory as that of Inkerman 
would have destroyed the British, so attenuated 
had the ranks become by the resalte of three 
battles and a sortie in six weeks. Fortnnately, 
the Bassians had suffered too mtich themselves to 
renew their attacks in force. Bat they were nofe 
'withont a powerful ally. Nature came to their 
aid in a form of greater potency than the acces- 
sion of fifty thousand bayonets. One of those 
awful storms which render the Euzine the most 
dangerous of seas suddenly swept along the coasts 
and deluged the plateau. Tents were blown down, 
and their contents whirled into the air. Withont 
covering of any kind, or any means of procuring 
it, the troops were exposed to the remorseless 
pelting of the tempest. The whole land was con- 
verted into a mass of thick mud ; communication 
with the shipping — ^much of which had boen dis- 
abled, one magnificent steamer becoming a total 
wreck — was rendered extremely difficult. AH 
the efforts of the Commissariat were insufficient 
to meet the simplest requirements of the troops. 
Carriage was scarce ; the transport of provisions 
to the necessary extent next to impossible^ 
Disease assailed the unhappy legions suffering 
from privation and the indement weather, and 
hundreds of fine fellows were hurried to hospitahi 
and premature graves before a shot could be fired. 

Such a combination of misfortunes would have 
crushed any other Army and any other people 
than the British. Potent voices were uplifted 
against the mismanagement and incapacity which 
were said to have characterised leaders and de- 
partments alike ; and there were not wanting 
public men who cried out for the withdrawal of 
the troops and the establishment of an ignomi- 
nious peace. But the spirit of the nation roee 
with the occasion, and the Queen's Government 
continued firm to its purpose. As there was little 
prospect of seizing Sebastopol before the winter 
should set in, and the insufficiency of the protec- 
tion of tents had been painfully made manifest, 
huts were sent out to Lord Raglan, and a thou- 
sand powerful labourers, of the description called 
navvies, were forwarded to construct a real 

t A French Military Magasine will not allow the light 
of the enterprise to be hidden under a bushel. It layf.: 
— " Inkermann was a soldiers' battle, in which the indi- 
vidual valour of each man 'had a decisive influenw on 
the fortnne of the day ; but at one moment there was a 
pressing danger, and our best tactic consisted in flying a* 
quickly as possible to the succour of our ** omahed allies."* 
Every one felt this so stiongly that soldiers and Officers 
instinctively rushed off at racing speed, and precipitated 
themselves without order into the m^j^e. Soch noWe 
ardour well deserved to be crowned with aacceaa.** 
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between Balaklaya and tbe camp. The Bussians 
saw with dismay that the Allies had made up 
their minds to spend their Ohristmas in the 
Crimea. Immense quantities of warm clothing, 
good bedding, and provisions, went with the huts 
and the naYiries, and the rails, to Balaklava. 
There was hardly a soldier who did not find 
in the packages sent out a pair of mittens or 
a worsted scarf which some gentle hand had 
worked for the winter wear. Owners of estates 
and opulent butchers despatched large quantities 
of game and meat for the Ohristmas dinner ; and 
with all these donations came words of comfort 
and encouragement from the Queen. A medal 
was ordered to be struck to commemorate the 
'' Alma " and " Inkermann ; " and the Duke of 
Newcastle, the Secretary of State for War, ac- 
knowledging the despatch describing the last 
encounter, wrote, by the Queen's command : 

** Her Majesty has received, with feelings of no 
ordinary pleasure, your Lordship's report of the 
manner in which Lieutenant-General His Boyal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge distinguished 
LLiiiself. That one of the illustrious members of 
her Boyal house should be associated with the 
toils and glories of such an Army is to the Queen 
a source of great pride and congratulation. The 
gallant conduct of Lieutenant-General Sir De 
Lacy Evans has attracted the Queen's especial 
thanks. Weak from a bed of sickness, he rose at 
the sound of battle -> not to claim his share in 
prominent command, but to aid with his veteran 
counsel and assistance the junior Officer upon 
whom in his absence had devolved the duty of 
leading his Division. Proud of the victory won 
by her brave Army, grateful to those who wear 
the laurels of the great conflict, the Queen is 
painfully affepted by the heavy loss which has 
been incurred, and deeply sensible of what is 
owing to the dead. Those illustrious men cannot, 
indeed, receive the thanks of their Sovereign, 
which have so often cheered the soldier in his 
severest trials, but their blood has not been shed 
in vain. Laid low in their grave of victory, their 
names will be cherished for ever by a grateful 
country, and posterity wiU look upon the list of 
Officers who have fallen as a proof of the ardent 
courage and zeal with which they pointed out the 
path of honour to no less willing followets. The 
loss of Lieutenant-General the Hon. Sir G. Cath- 
cart is to the Queen and to her people a cause of 
sorrow, which even dims the triumph of this great 
occasion. His loyalty, his patriotism, and self- 
devotion were not less conspicuous than his high 
Military reputation. One of a family of warriors, 
he was an honour to them, and an ornament to 
his profession. Arrived in his native land from 
a colony to which he had succeeded in restoring 
peace and contentment, he obeyed at a moment's 



notice the call of duty, and hastened to join that 
Army in which the Queen and the country fondly 
hoped he would have lived to win increased 
renown." 

The dreary winter passed — ^the spring of 1855 
arrived, and still the stubborn fortress held out 
against the persistent attacks of the Allies. Earth- 
works of unprecedented power and magnitude 
rose up as fast as the shot and shell of the Allies 
made breaches and levelled walls. The health of 
the troops improved essentially under the good 
treatment their country had provided for them, 
and continual reinforcements of men and materiel 
encouraged the hope that the day was not remote 
when proud Sebastopol would crumble beneath 
their feet.* 

In England there was no abatement of enthu- 
siasm and generous recognition of the efforts of 
the Army. The Queen and the Prince Consort 
constantly visited the hospitals to see the wounded 
men, or Her Majesty received at her palace such 
as were able to go there without much pain ; and 
when the medais were ready. Her Majesty deli- 
vered them with her own hand to those Officers 
and men who could be paraded in London for 
their reception. The scene on that occasion was 
one of very great interest. The Queen occupied a 
slightly raised platform, beneath a dais, in the 
park, a few feet in front of the western side of 
the Horse Guards, The Prince Consort and the 
young Princes, the Commander-in-Chief, and 
many distinguished Generals and Staff Officers, 
attended Her Majesty. The Duke of Cambridge, 
the Earls of Lucai) and Cardigan, Sir J. Bur- 

* Not the least of the comforts provided for the troops 
was to be foand in the prosenoe of Alexis Snyer, a famous 
chef de cuistTie, who had been for years in tbe employ of 
the Reform Club, and who understood the science of uti- 
lUing (he rations of the English soldier. It was said of 
the French troops that with a stone, a pint of water, and 
a handful of grass, they would make an appetising /^oto^f, 
while the carnivorous Briton starved in the midst of 
plenty. The fact was that our men had no greater culi- 
nary skill than sufficed to enable them to boil a piece of 
beef, and they often wasted more than they used. They 
wanted an instructor, and Soyer was just the man to turn 
their commissariat to account. He excelled in the necro- 
mancy of the kitchen. He could tickle the palates of 
the poor at a cheap rate, as well as excite the blas^ appe- 
tites of princely voluptuaries with costly banquets. Tbe 
moment he took possession, under the authority of the 
War Minister, of the Military cuisines, he converted the 
common supplies into wholesome, palatable food. The 
Medical Officers had pronounced a prevalent epidemic 
beyond their skill, but the great cook arrested it, and re- 
stored the strength and stamina of the emaciated hosts. 
Vattel, Ude, and Beauvilliers were wonderful artists, but 
they exercised their talents solely for the benefit of the 
privileged orders. They had no recipes for the middle 
and labouring classes. Soyer could minister to all alike. 
The soups which he made out of the poorest materials 
were sapid and nutritious, and his ragouts were master- 
pieces of skill, which excited tbe jealousy of messmon 
and the appetites of tbe Officers. 
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goyne, Oeneral Scarlett, Sir De> Lacy Evans, and 
others who had returned home from the Crimea, 
were present. "It is imposHible to describe/' 
said the 'Times' of the 16th of May, <*the 
mingled sensations of admiration and pity which 
passed like an electric thrill throuj^^h the vast 
multitude as they saw that line of heroes whose 
gaunt and pallid forms, scarred features, and 
maimed and mutilated limbs, told alike the story 
of their bravery and of their manly endurance of 
horrible and heartrending suffering and privation. 
Many of those who hobbled upon crutches, or 
walked painfully with the assistance of a stick, 
wore upon their arms the emblems of mourning 
for some brother or near relative, now reposing on 
the hill -side at Balaklava, or in the hospital 
grave-yard of Scutari. To every one of the 
wounded, whether soldiers or Officers, Her 
Majesty said some kind word, or asked some gra- 
cious question. Many of the poor fellows were 
almost overcome by their emotion and by the 
sweetness of Her Majesty's condescension, and 
many a moistened eye upon the Boyal dais bore 
witness to the intimate sympathy that exists 
between the palace and the camp. A few of the 
private soldiers appeared to lose their self-posses- 
sion for a moment on finding themselves thus 
brought into the very presence of their Sovereign ; 
but, for the most part, the brave fellows exhibited 
a simple gratitude and manly self-respect which 
did them infinite honour. Three Officers, whose 
wounds rendered them unabld to walk, were wheeled 
past Her Majesty in Bath chairs. Lieut.-Oolonel 
Sir Thomas Troubridge, of the 7th Fusiliers, 
who lost both his feet in action, was the first of 
those maimed heroes. The Queen, leaning over 
the chair, handed Sir Thomas his medal with the 
most gracious gesture, and conferred upon the 
delighted Officer the post of Aide-de-Gamp to 
Her Majesty. Captain Sayer, of the 23rd Boyal 
Welsh Fusiliers, was also compelled to receive his 
medal from his wheeled chair ; and Her Majesty's 
sympathy was here, too, manifested with the live- 
liest grace. Another gallant sufiPerer, Oaptain 
Ourrie, of the 19th Foot, was scarcely able to 
walk the length of the dais, even with the aid of 
a pair of crutches, and his helpless condition and 
.severe sufiPerings deeply excited the sympathy, not 
only of the Queen and the Prince Consort, but of 
his comrades in arms. When the Highland Begi- 
ment passed before the dais the band of the 
Guards (which had been playing the ' Coronation 
March ') changed the tune to the ' Blue Bells of 
Scotland' and 'Whar ha' ye bin a' the Day.' 
Such fine stalwart fellows were some of those 
Highlanders that one might have thought that 
the finest men of the Begiment were also the 
bravest, or that they had been selected as much 
{or their physical prowess as for their valouTf 



Upon many faces the lines of suffering yet 
remained." 

The siege of Sebastopol continued until the 
summer of 1855 was far advanced. The zigzags 
approached the greater works which encircled the 
town, and many good soldiers fell in the trenches 
or the rifle pits which had been established for the 
special annoyance of the garrison. But no attempt 
had been made to carry any place by storm nnttl 
the 18th of June. The Emperor of the French 
had expressed a wish that an effort should be 
made to distinguish that day .by some remarkable 
achievement. There would be something to com- 
memorate in which France and England could 
share. The Marshal in command did not consider 
the approaches sufficiently advanced to justify any 
attack. Nevertheless, it was made and failed. 
To the British was assigned the capture of a 
formidable Bedan and the possession of a Cemetery 
on the left of the Bussian position. The attempt 
was attended by the most sanguinary consequences. 
The 97th Begiment was nearly decimated in front 
of the Bedan. The Fusiliers likewise suffered 
much. Colonels Shadforth, Sir J. Campbell, and 
Yea were slain. Colonels Oodrington and Wind- 
ham, of the Guards, distinguiBhed themselvea by 
their intrepidity. 

In the assault on the Cemetery — ^whioh was 
captured and held until the relinquishment of the 
other attacks rendered its tenure unadvisable, if 
not impossible — ^the 9th and 77th comported 
themselves heroically. Conspicuous for his gal- 
lantry was Captain Charles Elmhirst, of the 9 th, 
who had previously won honour under Pollock in 
the Tezeen valley on the advance to Afghanistan. 

No other results attended the day's reverse 
than the assurance that any assault, to be entirely 
successful, would have to be made in great force 
upon a vulnerable point by the whole of the com- 
bined Armies. 

In the following September the opportunity 
arrived. Directing the fire of 400 pieces of 
Artillery for forty-eight hours incessantly upon 
the Malakoff tower and the Bedan, the Engineers 
(Burgoyne, Jones, and Niel, a French Ghneral) 
effected breaches of sufficient magnitude, and in 
the midst of the/eu d^enfer ten thousand French 
soldiers, chiefly Zouaves and Chasseurs, dashed up 
the Malakoff on the 11th of the month, and after a 
severe fight planted the tricolor on its summit. 
Meanwhile, the British again assaulted the Bedan, 
losing 153 Officers and 2,500 men, killed and 
wounded. 

The ground in front of the Bedan was of so 
obstinate a character that approach was made with 
great difficulty. The British troops were 250 
yards from the place when they advanced upon it^ 
exposed on the glacis to the unremitting fire of 
the garrison. Their hardihood in the attack was 
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00 remarkable as to elicit the following tribute 
from Marshal PeHsgier, who commanded the 
French corps d^armee : 

" Les Anglais avaient 200 metres i franchir sons 
nn terrible fea de mitraille. Get espaoe fat bieniot 
jonch^ de morts ; n^anmoins, ces pertes n'arrS- 
taient pas la marche de la colonne d'attaque, qai 
arrivait en se dirigeant sar la capitale de Touvrage. 
Elle descendit dans le fosse, qui a pr^s de cinq 
metres de profondeur, et, malgr^ tous les efforts 
des Russes, elie escalada Tescarpe et enleva le sail- 
lant du Bedan. Lk apr^ un premier engagement 
qui co^ta cher aux Basses, les soldats Anglais ne 
troavaient devant euz qu'un vaste espace libre 
crible par les balles de Tennemi, qui se tenait 
abrite derriere des traverses eloign^cs. Geuz qui 
arrivaient remplagaient k peine ceux qui 6taient 
mis hors de combat. Oe n'est qu'apr^ avoir 
Boutenu pendant pr^ de deux heures ce combat 
inegal que les Anglais se d^id^rent k 6vacuer le 
Bedan ; ils le firent en si ferme contenance que 
Tennemi n'osa pas s'ayancer sur leurs pas." 

The possession of the Malakoff by the French, 
rendering the tenure of the Bedan, which it over- 
topped, impossible, that work was ultimately 
abandoned by the Bussians in like manner.* The 
garrison now retreated across the harbour to the 
north side, and the city fell into the hands of the 
Allies, after a siege of more than a year's dura- 
tion.t This virtually put an end to the war — a 

* Origin of the Malakoff. — Some yeara ago a uilor and 
ropemaker, named Alexander Ivanovitch Malakoff, lived 
In Sebastopol, and by hia good humour, jovial habita, and 
entertaining qaalitiea, became the centre of a self ct circle 
of admiring companions. Like many great conversation- 
alists and wits, Malakoff contracted most intimate rela- 
tions with Bacchus ; and under the influence of the latter 
he participated, in 1881, in some riots which broke out*in 
the town, and which had one result — that of the dis- 
missal of Malakoff from the dockyard in which he was 
employed. Being incapable of turning himself to any 
more reputable trade, he opened alow wine-shed on a hill 
outside of the town, and introduced into practice the 
theoretical notions which he had acquired by a long and 
zealous study of the nature of beer-houses and wine-shops. 
His trade prospered ; his old admirers crowded round him ; 
and in their enthusiasm christened the wine-shed, which 
soon expanded into a decent publio-hoose, and the hill on 
which it was built, by the name of the popular host. In 
time a village grew around the public-house, and was 
likewise called by the name of Malakoff. But the enter- 
taining and imaginative founder of the place, in his 
deepest cups, could never have dreamt that one day his 
name would be in the months of all men, and that one of 
the heroes of a great war would esteem it as an inestimable 
title of honour. 

t QdXBH YlOTORIA TO HSB ASMT. 

** War Department, September 12, 1856. 

'*The Queen has received with deep emotion the wel- 
come intelligence of the fall of Sebastopol. 

'* Penetrated with profound gratitude to the Almighty, 
who has voQchsated this triumph to the Allied Army, 



war in which all the best and most soldierlike 
qualities of the members of the British Army 
were subjected to the severest ordeal, and with 
the most triumphant results. And let it be 
observed in passing that the troops found admi- 
rable coadjutors in the Navy. Not only in the 
capture of Bomarsund, Tenikale, and Eertch, and 
in other operations of a purely nautical character, 
was the renown of the British seaman upheld. A 
Naval Brigade was established on shore, in front 
of Sebastopol, and from its powerful batteries 
went forth some of those terrible missiles which 
crumbled the vast works of the enemy. 

While one part of the Bussian Army was en- 
gaged in the defence of the northern shores of the 
Black Sea, another portion was employed in 
endeavouring to obtain .possession of the city of 
Kars — the bulwark of Asia Minor, and one of the 
most important strongholds of the Turks in that 
part of the Ottoman Empire. An imposing Force, 
under General MouraviefiP, sat down before the 
town in June, 1855. Oolonel Fen wick Williams, 
of the British Engineers, had been sent to Ears in 
1854 by the Government to ascertain the condition 
of the city and its means of defence. He found 
a garrison of 28,000 men much in arrears of their 
pay. Sensible of the inomense importance of the 
place to the Turkish interests, the Colonel urged 
Lord Stratford, then at Constantinople, to send 
material aid to the city. But the Allied Generab 
before Sebastopol, and Omar Pacha, the Turkish 
Chieftain, were at first opposed to the diversion of 
any part of their Forces from the purpose on 
which they were engaged. .At length Omar 
Pacha sent 15,000 men^ to Bed out Kaleh. to 
threaten the Bussians, but it was too late a move- 
ment to be of any use. In the middle of June 
the Bussians commenced their attack, and by 
the middle of July had established so rigid a 
blockade around the city that it was thought 
not a single horseman could escape. Colonel 
Williams had been joined by Colonel Lake, 
Dr Sandwith, Major Teesdale, and Major 

Her Majesty has commanded me to express to yourself, 
and through you, to the Army, the pride with which she 
regards this fresh instance of their heroism. 

** The Queen congratulates her troops on the triumph- 
ant issue of this protracted siege, and thanks them for the 
cheerfulness and fortitude with which they have en- 
countered its toils and the valour which has led to its 
termination. 

*' The Queen deeply laments that this success is not 
without its alloy in the heavy losses which have been 
sustained ; and while she rejoices in the victory, Her 
Majesty deeply sympathises with the most noble sufferers 
in their country's cause. 

'* You will be pleased to congratulate (General Prissier, 
in Her Majesty's name, upon the brilliant result of the 
assault on the Malakoff, which proves the irresistible 
force as well as the indomitable courage of our bravo 
Allies. *< Pammurb." 

2 M 



266 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



[1856. 



Thompson, all brave and scientifio Offioen, 
and their united efforts were directed to the 
defence of Ears. Whenever a redoubt was 
attacked they were foremost to set examples of 
gallantry to the Turks. But the want of pro- 
visions and the decay of ammunition was daily 
reducing the resistive capabilities of the garrison. 
Colonel Williams contrived one night to send 
away 1,000 horsemen whom he could not feed, 
and with the rest of the troops he held out until 
the 29th of September, when General Mouravieff 
made a grand attack upon the devoted fortress. 
In this assault no fewer than 5,000 Russians fell. 
The Bword could not subdue the intrepid Wil- 
liams. But there was no longer any possibility 
of resistiog the influence of starvation. The 
garrison, after enduring the most horrible pri- 
vations, succumbed to circumstances, and Ears 
capitulated with all the honours. The Queen 
marked her sense of the admirable conduct of 
the Colonel, who had exhibited a rigid fidelity 
to his trust, by raising him to the rank of 
Major-General, and conferriDg upon him the cross 
of a Enight Commander of the Bath and the 
command of the troops in Canada. Major 
Thompson died; Major Teesdale received a 
striking mark of Boyal approbation in being 
placed near the person of the Prince of Wales. 

Lord Panmure (erst Mr Fox Maule) succeeded 
the Duke of Newcastle as Secretary of State for 
the War Department early in 1855, on the occa- 
sion of LordPalmerston'sbecoming Prime Minister. 
Fresh vigour was infused into the Military depart- 
ments by this arrangement. Lord Panmure car- 
ried out, with one or two exceptions,* all that 
had been planned by his predecessor, and origi- 
nated several measures of great efficacy in the 
prosecution of the war. Amongst other judicious 
" reforms '' was the establishment of an "Army 
Works Corps " — a Corps of excavators, 1,000 
strong, whose business it was to relieve the fight- 
ing men of the heavy trench and other fatigue 
duty which impaired their efficiency and imposed 
upon them a double toil. As the campaign in 
the Crimea had established the importance of 
subjecting the Army to continual field training in 
a time of peace, a permanent camp upon a very 
extensive scale was formed at Aldershot, an im- 
mense plain in Surrey, and placed under the com- 
mand of Major-General EnoUys, an accomplished 
Officer, who had, by his published writings, exhi- 
bited a familiarity with the art of war and a 

* It has never been explained why Colonel F. B. 
Cbesney, who had been selected to command the Ottoman 
Contingent, should have been put aside in favour of 
Mujor-G^neral Vivian. The appointment of the Artil- 
lery Officer would have been on every ground wise and 
diatsriminative. Colonel Chesney had fairly earned any 
favour that could be shown him. 



liberality of mind which more than atoned for the 
absence of practical field experience. Under his 
auspices " Aldershot ** became a valuable camp 
of instruction. The site was healthy, and the 
space around the hutted city of soldiers suffi- 
ciently large for the movements of 20,000 men in 
the performance of field exercise. 

Under Lord Panmure*s administration of the 
War Department an important change was effected 
in relation to the supply of a soldier's " neoes. 
saries." It had been the practice to allow the 
soldier a bounty on enlistment, and to require 
that he should pay from that money for the 
articles which he was bound to carry in his knap- 
sack. Young recruits were apt to regard this as 
an imposition, and often made free with their 
necessaries under the impression that they were 
their own alienable property. To remedy this 
Lord Panmure granted the bounty in cash, and 
caused the men to be supplied with a " kit " at 
the cost of the State. 

Another important change of a cognate cha- 
racter was the abolition of the Board of Qenend 
Officers, and the transfer of the supply of the 
clothing of the soldiers from the Colonels of Begi- 
ments to the State. It had been the practice 
from time immemorial for the Colonels of Kegi^ 
ments to derive an income from the difference 
between the actual cost of the clothing of the 
soldiery, which varied with circumstances, and the 
sum allowed by the State. A Board of General 
Officers existed whose duty it was to receive and 
examine the samples of all the articles required 
for the soldiery sent in by tailors, accoutrement 
makers, shoemakers, and saddlers; and, if they 
accorded with the Boyal Warrant and pattern, to 
forward theo^ to the Begiments, where they were 
again examined previous to adoption. The plan 
was fair' enough, but it was, nevertheless, liable 
to abuses, and sometimes led to the supply 
of articles of so inferior a quality to what a 
Colonel proud of his Corps would wish his men 
to wear, that not unfrequently an opulent Officer 
would, from his own purse, disburse the difference 
that might be required to give the Begiment the 
appearance he desired it to present. By the 
transfer of the supply of clothing to a special 
department, and the substitution of a fixed annual 
stipend as the remuneration of a Colonel of a 
Begiment, all grounds of cavil and suspicion were 
removed, the responsibility was entirely taken 
from the shoulders of " Boards " and individual 
Officers, and a simplicity introduced into ihe 
departments of account which had too long been 
bothered with the settlement of " off-reckoningSy" 
as the emoluments of the Colonels were called. 

A cordial welcome awaited the troops apon 
their return to England in 1856. The Queen 
was prodigal ,of reward to those who had served 
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the Orown with unswerving ooorage and faith- 
fulness. Oometcies and Easignoies were bestowed 
upon a Serjeant in each Battalion of the Gaards, 
and each Cavalry and Infantry Begiment of the 
Line that had been engaged in the Orimea.* No 
means existing for adequately rewarding indi- 
vidual gallant service, the three claisses of the 
Order of the Bath being limited to the possessors 
of field rank in the Army, and medals being 
reserved (with certain exceptions) to recompense 
long service and meritorious conduct, the Queen 
instituted a new decoration called *' The Victoria 
Cross " in honour of those Officers and men who 
had particularly distinguished themselves in the 
presence of the enemy by some signal act of 
▼alour or devotion to the countiy.f Furthermore, 
a pension of lOZ. per annum was bestowed on 
the recipients of the Cross sunong the non-com- 
missioned officers and men, that the distinction 
might have in their eyes a higher value than a 
simply honorary decoration could confer. " It is 
part of the admirable combination of our consti- 
tutional Forces," as Mr Disraeli observed on a 
later memorable occasion, "that the Sovereign 
and the nation unite together necessarily when 
there is a complete and perfect recognition of 
public services." Whether to- confer 2,0002. a- 
year to enable a Military Peer to maintain the 
dignity of his position, or lOZ. a-year upon a poor 
private, the principle is the same, and the union 
of powers for good equally happy. 

There was no difficulty in finding men who had 
fairly won the Victoria Cross by their individual 
bravery. Not alone were the soldiers who were 
conspicuous in- the charge at Balaklava, like 
Dunn, of the 11th Hussars, and Parkes, of the 
4th light Dragoons, or Officers like Sir 0. Bussell 
and Colonel Percy, of the Grenadier Guards, 
Colonel Bell, of the 23rd Fusiliers, or Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lindsay, of the Scots Fusiliers, who did 
deeds of daring at the Alma and Inkerman, 

* <* Horse Gaarda, Decpmber 9th, 1856.— The Queen 
has been pleased to command that, as a mark of Her 
Majesty's recognition of the meritorioas services of non- 
commissioned officers of the Army under the command 
of Field-Marshal Lord Raglan, in the recent hrilliant 
operations in the Crimea, the Firld- Marshal shall suh* 
mit, through the General Gommanding-in- Chief, the name 
of one Serjeant of each Kegiment of Cavalry, of the three 
Battalions of Foot Guards, and of every Regiment of 
Infantry of the Line, to he promoted to a Cometoy or 
Bnsigncy for Her Majesty's approval ; and with the view 
to render immediately available the services of these 
meritorious men, Hor Majesty has directed that the 
Field Marshal do appoint provisionally, and pending Her 
Majesty's pleasure, the Serjeants so reeommendeid to 
Regiments in the Army under his command ; and Her 
Majesty has further been graciously pleased to signify 
ber intention that, on the several recommendations 
receiving Her Majesty's approval, the commission shtdl 
in each case bear date the 6th of November, ISBiJ* 

t See Appendix for Iho Statute. 



deemed worthy of the decoration. The men who 
had, single-handed, rescued their comrades from 
the hands of the enemy during the siege, or sat 
down to afford comfort to the wounded while 
bullets whistled around them, were equally the 
recipients of the honour. The names of Surgeon 
James Mowatt (afterwards Lispector-Qeneral of 
Hospitals), Lieutenant Sylvester, and Corporal 
Shields, of the 23rd Fusiliers, Lieutenant Hope, 
of the 7th Fusiliers, John Taylor, of the Naval 
Brigade, and McDermond, of the 47th, will be 
remembered as long as civilised England delights 
to associate courage with humanity. Each was 
conspicuous for daring and successful endeavours 
to recover friends in the face of imminent danger.* 

For the first time in the History of the Wars 
in which the British Army had been engaged, 
honourable mention was made in public despatches 
and reports of the conspicuous valour of non- 
commissioned officers and privates. Disdaining 
the aristocratic ezclusiveness which could only 
see and do honour to merit in the commissioned 
ranks. Sir De Lacy Evans set the example of 
rendering jusldce to all by specially naming a gallant 
Serjeant (Sullivan) of the 30th Begiment. Then 
the public heard of many others who had esta- 
blished particular claims to notice and reward — 
Flinn and Brophey earned commissions ; Sullivan 
was equally rewarded ; and medals and crosses at 
least recompensed Sims, Burrows, Smeaton, 
McArdle, N^coU, Jenkins, Hennessey, Blake, 
Stapleton, Hindley, McMahon, Ratt, Bidley, 
Mackenzie, and Kelly. 

After an equitable distribution had been made 
of the British decorations, there was still room on 
the breasts of some of Queen Victoria's best sol- 
diers for marks of the admiration of foreign 
Sovereigns. The Emperor of the French, the 
Sultan, and the King of Sardinia vied with each 
other in a desire to bestow medals upon their 
Allies ; and their wishes were not only responded 
to, but their generosity reciprocated. British 
medals were sent to adorn the persons of tho 
ralorous French, Italian, and Turkish troops. 

When the whole of the troops had arrived in 
England the public were eager to manifest their 
admiration of the qualities which had augmented 
the prestige of the British Army, and secured 
important consequences to Europe. Magnificent 
banquets were given to the Officers, monuments 
and memorials were raised in honour of the 
fallen, and columns and grouped statues to per- 
petuate mighty victories. The non-commissioned 
officers and privates were invited to splendid fetea 
in London, Dublin, Edinburgh, Sheffield, and 

* An interesting volame, entitled ' Oar Soldiers and 
the Victoria Cross/ published bv Mr S. O. Beeton, gives 
many minute particulars of the circumstances under 
which the cross was won. 
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other towns. Public men, who at one tune Would 
have .denounced a standing Army as a costly 
nuisance, were foremost to praise the heroes of 
the Orimea. " l^hey are the protectors of Eng- 
land/' said Mr Roebuck, at the Sheffield banquet 
to the 4th Dragoon Guards ; " they are the pro^ 
tectors of our glory, they are the protectors of 
our freedom. And here, now, is one striking 
instance that your institation affords of the 
thorough confidence we have in you, and in the 
institution to which you belong. We are not 
afraid of soldiers. We love you as brethren, and 
we know that you will protect us as such." 

But the principal feature of the welcome given 
to the troops was unquestionably to be found in 
the reception they experienced from the Queen 
herself, the Oourt, and the crowds who assembled 
in Hyde Park in June, 1856, and at Aldershot in 
the ensuing month of August. Her Majesty not 
only reviewed the troops at the latter camp, but 
personally visited their huts ; and at the end of 
the inspection addressed a select body of the 
assembled troops in these never-to-be-forgotten 
words : 

« Officers, non-oommiflsioned officers, and sol- 
diers,— I wish personally to convey, through you, 
to the Begiments assembled here this day, my 
hearty welcome on your return to England in 
health and full efficiency. Say to them that I 
have watched anxiously over the difficulties and 
hardships which they have so nobly borne ; that 
I have mourned with deep sorrow for the brave 
men who have fallen for their country ; and that 
I have felt proud of that valour which, with their 
gallant Allies, they have displayed on every field. 
I thank God that your dangers are over, whilst 
the glory of your deeds remains. But I know 
that, should your services be again required, you 
will be animated with the same devotion which in 
the Orimea has rendered you invincible." 

A material drawback upon the pleasure created 
by the appearance of the troops was the absence 
of the estimable nobleman, the distinguished 
friend of the Duke of Wellington, who had led 
them to the Orimea. Lord Baglan died in harness 
in 1855, overcome by illness and fatigue. His 
remains were brought to his native country, and 
interred with suitable dignity at Bristol. A hand- 
some pension was continued to his widow and his 
heir, as appropriate marks of a nation *s regret and 
gratitude. 

It would swell this chapter to an inordinate 
size were the names of all who had deserved well 
of the country to Be inserted, but it would be un- 
gracious to omit that Flosenob NiGHTiNaALE, 
who had been foremost among the '^ ministering 
angels" when "pain and anguish wrung the 
brow " of the British soldier, was honoured as she 



deserved to be bv the nation an^ the Queen. 
Excellent and valuable as her self-sacrificing 
example had proved, it was not the limit of her 
utility and rare humanity. The hospitals of the 
whole country, as well as those of the British 
garrisons, borrowed lessons from her ; and humane, 
gentle, and serviceable treatment superseded, in 
many cases, the slovenly neglect and persistent 
cruelty which had too long disgraced those insti- 
tutions. 

To the catalogue of good works for which Lord 
Panmure obtained credit during the years 1855- 
56 must now be added the establishment of a 
Land Transport Oorps, to facilitate the carriage of 
the supplies and ammunition of the Army — a 
Oorps afterwards converted into the Boyal Military 
Train ; the abolition of the Board of Ordnance, 
and the substitution of a separate superintendence 
of the manufacture of every description of Army 
materiel ; the creation of a Medical Staff Oorps, 
with all the appendages of ambvX(xaoe» and other 
resources for sick and wounded soldiers; the 
grant of sixpence per day extra to the men who 
had served in the Orimea ; an increase to the pen- 
sions of the widows of Officers who had fallen in 
the field, or who might die within six months of 
the receipt of their wounds; the promotion of 
Officers while prisoners of war, if vacancies 
occurred in their absence ; an improvement in the 
Betiring half-pay of Begimental Quartermasters, 
and the conferment of the rank of Oaptain upon 
that deserving class ; the ^otment to widows of 
the prices paid by deceased Officers for their 
several Oommissions, and the promotion of Subal- 
terns to the rank of Oaptain after one year's 
service in the Orimea, if they should have reached 
the top of the list of Lieutenants in that time. 

A more liberal consideration of the deservings 
of the Army, and a more salutary change in many 
of the regulations which governed pensions and 
preferment, were never comprehended in the same 
space of time. The ways of Lord Panmure were 
those of pleasantness. Those of Lord Hardinge, 
the Oommander-in-Chief, were not altogether so 
agreeable. It was his disagreeable office to have 
to visit with the heavy punishment of dismissal 
the indulgence of some junior Officers in the pro- 
hibited pastime of " practical joking." Several 
instances had disgraced the idle barrack life of 
certain Subalterns of a propensity to amuse them- 
selves at the expense of their brother Officers bj 
acts at once violent, indelicate, and offensive. 
Bemonstrance and command were thrown away. 
Summary discharge from a Service to which it 
was an honour to belong was necessary as a pre- 
ventive and an example. 

Among the arrangements made by the Frencli 
and English Governments in 1854, for neutralising 
Bussian power in the East, was the occupation of 
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the capital of Greece. The kingdom was in a 
wretched state. The country was divided by fac- 
tions, and impoyerished by an attempt on the part 
of its feeble Government to maintain a standing 
Army ; and, under the sway of a German Prince 
whq was neither feared nor respected by his Greek 
subjects, without money, credit, or power, it 
afforded a melancholy contrast, to the days of its 
ancient greatness. The Court, the priests, and the 
people were blindly devoted to the Bussians ; Bus- 
sian gold, Bussian intrigue, Bussian agents, were 
everywhere at work to excite the feelings of the na- 
tion against the Allies, and to encourage all classes 
to give what aid they could to the Bussian cause. 
Hence the determination of the Allies to occupy 
the capital. The British Begiment first sent from 
Malta to the Piraeus was the 97th. Six months 
later that Corps was relieved by the 8rd Buffs, who, 
in their turn, were displaced by the 91st Argyll- 
shire Highlanders. The conduct of the Begiments 
was most exemplary. The utmost harmony, kind 
feelings, and even friendship were cultivated 
between the British and the French Officers and 
men, and ultimately the Greeks, who had received 
them on their arrival with dislike and mistrust, 
came to regard them with respect. '< All marvelled 
at the admirable discipline, honesty, and good 
humour of the English soldiers, and at the quiet 
and courteous demeanour of their Officers." 



OHAPTEB XLL 

Death of Lord Hardinge— The Dnhe of Cambridge 
CommaDding-iQ-Ohief— War with Persia— The Pnr- 
chase Qaeation — Qaarrel with China — Matiny of the 
Kative Army of India — How and by whom suppressed 
— ^Transfer of India to the Grown — Numerous Improve- 
ments in the Constitution and Entablishment of the 
Army — Rifle Praotice — ^The French desire War with 
EngUod — ^Volunteer Movement — Breech-Loaders — The 
Army of Reserve— Progress of Volunteer Organisation. 

The. death of Lord Hardinge in 1856 once 
again leaving the haton of the Commander-in- 
Chief vacant, the Queen conferred the responsible 
post upon her Boyal cousin, the Duke of Cam- 
bridge. Educated in Germany during the^Vice- 
Boyalty of his father, the youth of the Duke had 
been passed much among soldiers, and he had 
acquired a passion for the Military profession. At 
an early period when his studies were complete he 
received a Commission in the British Army, and 
joined a Dragoon Begiment for the purpose of 
acquiring a knowledge of the duties of his rank. 
Diligent in the discharge of his functions and 
evincing considerable aptitude for command, His 
Boyal Highness was entrusted with the charge of 
the Dublin ganison, and in the capacious Phodnix 



Park had excellent opportunities of handling 
troops. From that position, as we have seen, he 
was removed to become Inspector-General of the 
British Cavalry. Subsequently proceeding to the 
Crimea, the Duke displayed the cool courage which 
had always been an attribute of his illustrious 
family, and in the care which he bestowed on the 
magnificent Division of the Guards placed under 
his command he manifested the possession of 
many qualifications for that higher trust which 
now devolved upon him. There was not a single 
voice raised against His Boyal Highness's appoint- 
ment to the Command-in-Chief, for though he was 
much younger than many of the Generals on the 
List, he was recommended by that independence of 
all Ministerial influence and professionid ties which 
mijght have' been wanting in any one under the 
rank of a Prince of the Blood Boyal. And the 
modesty of his character was It guarantee that in 
all matters which might cause him embarrassment 
or anxiety he would consult those old OfiScers 
whose experience and integrity could be relied on. 
One of the first duties of the Duke of Cam- 
bridge was to attend Her Majesty at the camp at 
Aldershot, and it became his pleasing office to 
issue the following General Order : 

*' Horse Guards, 5th August, 1856. 

" The Queen, having completed the review of 
the Begiments which served in the Army in the 
East, has commanded His Royal Highness the 
General Commanding-in-Chief to welcome their 
return from that arduous service. Her Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to express her admira- 
tion of their good order and discipline. 

" Victorious when opposed to the brave and 
enterprising enemy with whom it had to contend, 
the Army has earned the gratitude of the country. 

"The patient endurance of evils inseparable 
from war, and an instinctive determination to 
overcome them, are characteristic of the British 
soldier ; and the events of the war have proved 
that those national virtues have not degenerated 
during a long previous peace. 

" The Queen deplores the loss of many of her 
best Officers and bravest men ; but history will 
consecrate the ground before Sebastopol as the 
grave of heroes.'^ 

An overweening estimate of their own power 
and consequence, and a profound ignorance of the 
strength of European nations, are the character- 
ifltics of Oriental States generally, and to none 
does this observation more strictly apply than to 
Persia. In spite of the humiliation to which 
Bussia has, at different times, subjected the 
Court of Teheran, the fiatterers of the Sohah-in- 
8chah nourish his vanity by poetical narratives 
of the oonquests achieved in an easterly direction 
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by his renowned ancesiors. The deeds which 
placed the Mogul on the throne of Delhi, after the 
Ghuznivide had paved the way, are always present 
to the Persian imagination, and the hope conti- 
nually revives that at some future period similar 
exploits will again extend the authority of the 
ruler of Iran beyond the Indus. On no other 
hypothesis, unless we add the results of Russian 
intrigue conti Dually urging the Schah to the per- 
petration of follies, can the proceedings of 1855- 
56 be explained. In the terms of a convention 
entered into between the Persian Government and 
Oolonel Justin Shiel, the British Minister at 
Teheran in 1853, the former party to the contract 
engaged not to send troops to Herat unless the 
Herat territory shotild be invaded by a foreign 
Army. Mr Murray went to Persia in 1854 as 
the British representative. He was in every 
respect adapted to the office of Minister, but he 
oouid not manage to secure the regard of the 
principal Wuzeer. Insults were continually put 
upon him, and obstacles offered in every shape' 
that Oriental ingenuity and religious fanaticism 
could devise. Mr Murray's self-respect would 
not allow of his continuing to hold office beyond 
the close of 1855. About the same time a 
rebellion broke out in Herat. Dost Mahomed, the 
ruler of Cabul, immediately advanced to Ganda- 
har. The integrity of the dprninions to which he 
had been restored was menaced. It was advisable 
to be near the frontier. Persia made this very 
act a pretext for laying siege to Herat, and upon 
this occasion her operations w.ere more successful 
than in 1 838. The Herautees had no Pottinger 
to assist them in defending their capital. The 
Persians pretended that Dost Mahomed had acted 
at the instance of the British Government, and 
that, therefore, the treaty of 1853 was at an end. 
As nothing could be farther from the truth, an 
English war with Persia was inevitable, and a 
course of hostilities was at once decided upon. 
Taught by experience, the Government of Great 
Britain no longer dreamt of sending an Army 
through Scinde or the Punjaub. Those territories 
had become walls of defence. Persia was vulner- 
able and easy of access by a road nearer to India 
than Herat, and her shores had been well explored 
for seventy years. Accordingly \i was determined 
to send a combined expedition to Bushire, and 
to penetrate the country from that port. 

The expedition which left Bombay was placed 
nnder the command of Major-Generai Outram, of 
the East India Company's Army, who had distin- 
guished himself in the fields of war and diplo- 
macy, and of whom honourable mention has been 
made in an earlier page of this work. One of the 
divisions was headed by Colonel Heniy Have- 
lock ; the other by Colonel Foster Stalker, of the 
Bombay Infantry. The force at General Outram's 



disposal was necessarily, for the most part, com- 
posed of the Native Indian troops of the Bombay 
Presidency ; but two Royal Begiments, the 64th 
and 78th Highlanders, fonned the back-bone of 
the expedition, and to these were added a B^- 
ment(the3rd) of Bombay Native Cavalry. Major- 
General Outram*s first act was to take possesion 
of the island of Earrack as a depot of stores, &c.y 
and his next to land at a point twelve miles south 
of Bushire. The Persians were fully prepared for 
the visitation. To the warlike disposition in- 
herent in the Moslem character, the Persian sol- 
diers added some acquaintance with the tactics of 
European armies. Forty or fifty years previously 
a considerable number of British Officers had been 
sent to Persia by invitation from Abbas Mirza, 
the heir to the throne, for the purpose of instruct- 
ing the Persian troops in the European system of 
warfare. Transmitted through succeeding years, 
the discipline thus introduced had become a fea- 
ture of the Persian regular Army, and gave the 
King a certain confidence in his capability of 
resisting his British enemies. 

Advancing to Bushire, Major-General Outram 
found the Persians entrenched. He attacked them 
with the bayonet, and the entrenchments were 
carried, but not without serious loss. Brigadier 
Stopford of the 64th, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Malet of the Light Cavalry, together with two 
subalterns of the Line, were killed. At Ehooshab 
another encounter took place, which was distin- 
guished by a very rare and hazardous achievement. 
The 3rd Light Cavalry broke through a square of 
Persian Infantry. The Adjutant, Lieutenant 
Moore, sprang upon the bayonets and made a gap 
which dislocated the hitherto invincible formation. 
He was in great danger, but Lieutenant Malcolm- 
son leapt into the square and bore him off.* 
Subsequently, on the retirement of Major-General 
Outram from Barajzoom, the Persians attacked 
him with 7,000 men, and were repulsed with 
great loss. Again at Mohummerah the General 
routed the enemy, while Captain Bennie, of the 
Indian Navy, assailed them at Ahwaz. After this 
punishment the Persians besought peace, and the 
troops returned to India early in 1857. Major- 
General Outram and Colonel Havelock received 
each 'the Cross of a Ejiight Commander of the 
Bath, in recognition of the skill with which they 
had fulfilled the task entrusted to them. 

As one of the experiences of the Crimean 
War a conviction had taken possession of the 
minds of many men in and out of Parlia- 
ment, that the system of purchase under which 
the British Army was officered was in itself 
mischievous. The wealthy and incompetent took 

* This nnparalleled feat was recompensed with the 
Victoria Cross. 
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the jpcM of poorer and more effioient soldiers. 
Other considerations, however, entering into the 
spbject, a Oommission was appointed in 1856 
to inquire whether any and what changes should 
be made in the system of purchase for first 
commissions ; in the practice of advancement by 
purchase ; and in the sale of commissions for 
purposes of retirement. It was desirable to 
ascertain what amount of prospective benefit 
would be assured by the change — a change that 
could not be equitably effected excepting at a 
very heavy charge to the State. 

Once again, cause of hostility, which ripened 
into an expedition of a retributory character, arose 
in China. The Chinese had seized the crew of a 
vessel bearing the British flag, the Arrow (pre- 
viously a hrcka or native craft), on the pretence 
that one of the men was a native pirate. The 
Consulate demanded restitution of the men, or, 
at all events, that they should be brought before 
him and the case examined. The authorities 
refused compliance with this demand, and war 
followed as a matter of couise. 

Affairs in India fixed public attention very 
seriously, and gave active employment to the 
Army, in 1857. It had been customary since 1783, 
when a Board of Commissioners was established 
as a control over the East India Company, to ex- 
amine the operation of the charter of the Com- 
pany every twenty years, and either enlarge its 
provisions or curtail the power and privileges of 
that gigantic monopoly. In 1813 the trade had 
been opened to India. In 1833 still greater in- 
roads were made upon the vested rights of the 
Company. Previous to these and all other changes 
the House of Commons received evidence before 
committees specially appointed for its reception, 
and upon their report and the discussions which 
it elicited the terms of the renewable charter were 
arranged. When the Committee sat in 1832, a 
gieat many witnesses were examined upon the 
state and composition of the Native Army of 
India. The old East India Generals lauded its 
loyalty, its discipline, its bravery, and what Sir 
Charles Napier said twenty years later was in the 
mouths of the majority of the witnesses : 

" The Indian Army when well commanded is 
indomitable* ; it is capable of subjugating all the 
countries between the Black and Yellow Seas. . 
. . . The European Officers are all English, 
Irish, or Scotch gentlemen, whose honour and 
courage have created in their troops such an 
intrepid spirit as to render Ipdia secure against 
every evil from which an Army can protect a 
country." 

* Preface to Sir C. Napier's letter to Sir John Cam 
Hobhoose on the * Baggage of the Indian Army.' 



There were not, however, wanting keen and 
sagacious Officers who had attentively noticed cer- 
tain alterations in the general bearing of the 
sepoy for some years previous to 1832, and these 
Officers warned the Government that the elements 
of danger were discernible in the Native Army. 
The discipline had relaxed. The bonds of per-* 
sonal attachment had been weakened. Down to 
1824 there was much identity of feeling between 
the Begimental Officers and sepoys. They had 
served and suffered together for so many years 
that the sepoy often forgot the prescriptions of 
caste in his readiness to share with the European 
his privations and provisions; more readily he 
surrendered his own rations than consent to receive 
that of the European. Abhorrent as the touch 
of a Feringee's corpse might be to the orthodox 
Hindoo, the sepoy had been known to assist at the 
obsequies of his Officer. In fact, the affection of 
the sepoy for his commanders partook in some 
measure of the regard which he entertained for 
his blood relations. Hence, a Regiment was a 
kind of family affair ; favourable to Military ends 
when the sepoy was called upon to fight side by 
side with the European. The immense accession 
of territory acquired by the East India Company, 
by the destruction of the Mahratta confederacy, 
rendered an augmentation of the Army to double 
its stnength in 1824 indispensable. As a matter 
of justice to the Officers all were promoted, in the 
order of their seniority, to fill the vacancies in 
the new Regiments. This necessitated the removal 
of at least one-half the Captains and Subalterns 
to other Corps than those in which they had 
served, and thus the link was broken which united 
the sepoy to his Officer. The new comers were 
strangers to the men — had no sympathies with 
them. From that period, therefore, was to be 
dated a decline in the zeal of the native soldier. 
He began to look upon his connection with Jehan 
Companee Bahadoor (the term by which the East 
India Company was known to the sepoy) as a 
mere matter of rupees, annas, and pice ; and from 
the mutiny at Barrackpore, at the commencement 
of the first Burmese war, down to the hour when 
Sir Charles Napier disbanded the 66th Bengal 
Native Infantry, discontent, sedition, and mutiny 
were, in a greater or lesser degree, rife in the 
Bengal Army. In a well- written and highly - 
interesting memoir of Lieutenant-General Sir S. 
Ford Whittingham, written by his son, Major- 
General F. Whittingham, C.B., there is a letter 
to Sir Samford's brother-in-law, dated September 
20, 1824, before the Barrackpore mutiny, in 
which the following paragraph, denoting the rare 
prescience of the writer, occurs : 

" The longer I stay in India the more I am convinced 
of the correct truth of all my former statements 
to yon. *Tho country hangs npon a thread/ The 
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slightest reverse would set the whole in a flame ; and ' yoa 
have not the smallest hold npon any class of men in all your 
▼ast Indian dominionsi except that which is immediately 
derived from the opinion, or rather the oonTiotion, that 
your hayonets and sabres are superior to theirs.' The 
Indian Army must become, and that speedily, a King's 
Army ; the number of Officers must be greatly increased, 
and the broken spirit of both Officers and men re- 
generated.*' 

Similar Bentiments were entertained by other 
distingaished men in India, though they did not 
find public expression until eight years subsequent 
to. the mutiny, when a committee of the House 
of Commons received evidence on the propriety 
pf renewing the East India Charter. Captain 
Turner Macan, an experienced Staff Officer, who 
had been Persian interpreter to five successive 
Commanders-in-Chief in India, said, with empha- 
sis, " The rule of the English in India is much 
endangered by the Native Army — ^the danger is 
imminent;" and, he added, *'the dieaffecHon of 
the Native Army toiU be the cause, no doubt, of 
our losing our Eastern Empire, as its fidelity is 
the means by which we retain it." Sir Henry 
Bussell, Resident for a long time at Hyderabad 
in the Decoan, thought ** the greatest danger to 
the Empire was to be apprehended from the 
Native Army/' Mr Holt Mackenzie, a very able 
fiscal Officer, and Secretary to the Supreme 
Q-ovemment, held the same language :—p" the 
Bengal Native soldier," said he, *' is attached to his 
pay and has personal regard for certain Officers, 
but his bigotry is intolerable : he is faithful, but 
not loyal.'* Mr Mackenzie further expressed his 
belief that there was *' much prospective danger 
from, the Native Army" Sir Theophilus Pritzler, 
Sir Jasper Nicolls, Sir Thomas Beynell, Sir 
Bobert Scott — ^all experienced GFenerab^ — Colonel 
Salmond, the Secretary at the East India House, 
Colonel Ghreenhill, Colonel Dickson, Colonel 
Watson, who had been Adjutant-General of the 
Bengal Army, all held the same opinions. 
" Wisdom spoke out in the streets/' but the East 
India Government treated aU apprehensions as 
chimeras. 

Individual cases of disrespect, disobedience, 
and insubordination were of e very-day occur- 
rence. Lord V\illiam Bentin(!k, partly in- 
fiuenced by a false humanity, and partly by a 
mistaken notion that the Service would become 
more popular if the old-fashioned punishments 
were abolished, discontinued flogging in the Native 
Army, and substituted the discharge of the 
offender and the extinction of his claim to a pen- 
sion. The measure was acceptable to many who 
only desired an excuse for returning to their 
native villages, and, as Lord William had no 
power to prohibit flagellation in the British 
Army, the sepoy was indirectly taught to despise 
the gorCirlog (white soldiers) who had hitherto 



been his examples in all that made him a oaeful 
servant to the State. 

This was the condition of things in 1857, when 
nearly the whole Army burst into a rebellion un- 
paralleled for the cruelty, atrocity, and treachery 
which characterised its progress and details. 

The political and social causes of a revolt for 
which the Native Army was, as we have seen, 
ripe and impatient, may be related in a few words, 
though, together with the narrative of the event 
itself, they have properiy engaged the pens of 
several able writers, none of whom, however, 
have treated the subject as fully and satisfactorily 
SA Mr J. W. Kaye, Political Secretary of the 
India Office. 

Condensed, the fons et origo malt of the rebel- 
lion may be traced remotely to feelings excited in 
1824, subsequent to the abolition of the rite of 
suttee, and of the savage cruelties and foUief 
attendant upon idol worship ; the encouragement . 
given to missionary effort and the spread of the 
Gk>spel ; the introduction of the English language 
in superoession of Persian into the public schools 
and courts of law ; the establishment of a medical 
college, where the Hindoo was taught to use the 
dissecting knife; and the extinction of the 
authority of many lesser Native Chieftains. To 
these measures, aU involving offences to caste, if 
not to the dictates of the religion of the people, 
were to be added more immediate causes of pro- 
vocation. The King of Oude, whose intolerable 
government had been permitted long after he had 
habitually violated the conditions of the treaty 
which left him in possession of authority, was at 
last dethroned ; the King of Delhi, a pensioner 
of the East India Company, had been apprised by 
Lord Dalhousie that his grandson could only be 
recognised as Heir Apparent to the title on con- 
dition that he retired from his palaoe-fort at 
Delhi, and took up his residence in the neighbour- 
hood ; and a regulation which perpetuated in 
the persons of the adopted heirs of sundry Princes 
and Chieftains the possession of territory, which 
was properly intended for their legitimate offspring 
only, was abolished. All these proceedings, which 
were as much dictated by suggestions of humanity 
towards the people living under the rule of de- 
generate Nawabs as by any desire for the aggran- 
disement of the revenue of the British Govern- 
ment, had diffused a spirit of discontent among 
the upper classes of Mahomedans and Hindoos, 
and a conspiracy was fom^ed with the design of 
assassinating all the English in India, and restor- 
ing the government to the effete Mogul. To this 
end, a communication by means of cyphers and 
symbols was established, throughout the country. 
The deposed monarchs were the heads of the 
diabolical plot, and a day in June— the centenary 
of the battle of Plassey, which first gave the 
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English dominion in India-^was fixed upon for 
the nniveraal massacre.* 

Unfortunately for the English, and most oppor- 
tanelj for the schemes of the conspirators, a dr- 
onmstance occurred which capped the dimaz of 
sepoy discontent, and proved the proximate cause 
of the reyolt. Some Enfield rified muskets had 
been sent out by the Company for the use of the 
troops in substitution of the old " Brown Bess." 
The Enfield rifle was grooved ; the cartridge had 
to be forced down to the chamber from the 
muzzle. To facilitate this operation, the cloth 
which enveloped the cartridge was kept well 
greased. When the rifles arrived in India and 
were to be distributed to the sepoys, a notion was 
disseminated among the Hindoos that this was 
a furtive means of causing them to lose their 
caste. The grease in common use in Europe 
for the lubrication of the cartridge was fat 
of mutton and beeves — possibly of pigs. 
Now the Hindoo worships the cow, and the 
Mahomedan abhors the hog — two powerful 
reasons why they should not be called upon to 
touch the rifle cartridge, much less apply it to 
their lips for the purpose of being bitten. Aware 
of the probable objection of the sepoys to a cart- 
ridge thus prepared, the Government Officers had 
taken the precaution to cause the cartridges for 
their special use to be enveloped in beeswax 
' — a material which answered all the ends of the 
animal fat, and was free from religious or (mbU 
grounds of objection. But, very unfortunately, 
the sepoys were prepossessed with the idea 
of the character of the lubrication, and posi- 
tively refused to receive the cartridges. Expla- 
nation and expostulation , were alike thrown 
away upon them. Their contumacy was decided 
— a Regiment broke out into open revolt at 

* The anthor of this History passed twenty of the heet 
years of his life in India, and is emboldened to say that no 
one formed a truer estimate of the character of the 
Natives of that eonntry than the great Duke of Welling- 
ton. In one of his letters, published in a supplemental 
volume of the memorable Despatches, the Duke said ; — 
'* The Natives are mnoh misrepresented. They are the 
most mischieTons, deceitful race of people I have ever 
aeon or read of. I have not yet met with a Hindoo who 
bad one good quality even for the state of society in his 
own country, and the Mnssnlmans are worse than they 
are. Their meekness and mildness do not exist. It is 
true that %h» feats which have been performed by Euro- 
peans have made them objects of fear, but ' whenever the 
disproportion of numbers is greater than usual they 
uniformly destroy them if they can ; * and in their deal- 
ings and conduct among themselves they are the most 
atrociously cruel people I ever heard of. There are two 
oircumstances in India which must occasion cruelty and 
deceit and falsehood wherever they exist. First, Uiere is 
a contempt of death in the Natives, high and low, caused 
by some of the tenets of the religion of both sects, which 
make that punishment a joke, and I may say honour ; 
secondly, there is no punishment for perjury, either in the 
Hindoo or Mossiilman law.** 



Barrackpore — a sepoy wounded an Officer. The 
Begiment was disbanded, and the refractory 
sepoys imprudently sent away to inoculate others, 
as it appeared, with their mutinous spirit. This 
occurred early in the month of March. In the 
following May one or two Begiments openly 
mutinied at Oade and Meerut, 500 miles distant. 
Murdering their Officers, they hastened en masse 
to Delhi, where the same bloody scenes were 
enacted. 

Horror and alarm filled the European com- 
munity. It was plain to the Government 
that an organised rebellion had broken out, 
and all its energies were now demanded for its 
suppression. Every day demonstrated the hope« 
lessness of any reliance upon the fealty of a 
single Corps of Natives. All were more or 
less bent upon the destruction of the Euro- 
peans, and the most frightful scenes were enacted 
at every station and cantonment in the upper 
countiy. Arsenals and magazines were rifled, 
dwellings fired, ladies and humbler women 
subjected to horrible outrages and then mur- 
dered, children savagely cut to pieces, property 
« destroyed, and Officers and gentlemen merdlessly 
shot down. An awful crisis had arrived. The 
safety of the Indian Empire was in peril, for it 
rapidly transpired ,that influential Ohieftains had 
headed the insurrection. The sole dependence of 
the Government was on the European Begiments 
of the Queen's and Company's Services, and these 
were numerically weak and scattered at great dis- 
tances over the country, remote from the principal 
scenes of disorder. But their daring, their dis- 
cipline and loyalty, and the zeal and intelb'gence 
of the Officers, supplied the deficiency of numbers. 
The 32nd Foot, which had behaved so well in the 
battles which led to the conquest of the Punjaub, 
was the only British Begiment in Oude — a country 
recently annexed and swarming with a fanatic and 
hostile population. That Corps under Colonel Inglis 
was the segis of Sir H. Lawrence, the intrepid 
Besident, and the well-affected inhabitants. Simi- 
larly at Delhi, a strongly- fortified town, containing 
all the Military stores, there was but one Begi- 
ment. The 60th Bifles and 6th Carabiniers were 
atMeerut; the 6l8t at Umballah; two or three 
Corps were in the Punjaub. To occupy Delhi, 
General' Anson, who had succeeded Sir W. Gomm 
as Commander-in-Chief, marched the 9th Lancers, 
the Carabiniers, the 60th, the 75th, a Goorkha 
Begiment, and the Bengal Fusiliers. It was too 
late ; the sepoys held the city and shut the gates. 
Sir John Lawrence, the wise and energetic Gover- 
nor of the Punjaub, caused three Sepoy Begiments 
under his orders to be promptly disarmed by the 
81st Foot ; and he hurried every disposable man 
to Delhi to lay regular siege to the city. The 
I heat was frigh^ul. General after General suc- 
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cambed to tbe olimaie and the anxiety caused by 
the suddenness of the tumult and the toil which 
it occasioned. General Anson was the first 
▼ictim ; Sir Henry Barnard, who succeeded to the 
command before Delhi, died immediately after- 
wards. (General Reid was prostrated by age and 
illness. Oolonel (afterwards Sir) Archdale Wilson, 
of the Artillery, became the responsible Chief — 
all within two or three weeks. In Bengal, Lord 
Canning, the Governor-General, who was at first 
indisposed to believe in the existence of a rebel- 
lion upon a large scale, opened his eyes, after 
much mischief had been done, to the real state of 
affairs, and applied himself with vigour to -the 
▼indication of the outraged dignity of the British 
Government, and the protection of those who had 
not been butchered by the miscreant sepoys. He 
sent to Ceylon for the 8 7th Foot, to Burmah 
for the 84ih, and to Madras for the European 
Fusiliers. He organised a Naval Brigade under 
the gallant Captain Peel, who had won honour 
in the Crimea. Lord Elgin, the schoolfellow of 
the Governor* General, happened to be on his 
way to China to seek redress for the outrage 
perpetrated on the crew of the Arrow. Lord . 
Canning had no difficulty in persuading him to 
divert the troops by whom he was accompanied 
from their ultimate object, and they were landed 
to protect Bengal. But more fortunate than all 
the other events which contributed to strengthen 
Lord Canning's hands was the return to India of 
the Regiments which had served in Persia under 
Generals Oatram and Havelock. Those excel- 
lent Officers instantly proceeded to the north- 
west with the 64th and 78th Regiments, per- 
forming the extraordinary feat of marching 126 
miles in eight days, in the course of which the 
indomitable Brigade fought four actions with the 
rebels, and took from them twenty-four guns. 
The sepoys now exhibited even more resolution 
and bravery than they had displayed when com- 
manded by European Officers. Figuratively, they 
did battle with ropes round their necks, and reli- 
gious fanaticism intensified their fury. In all the 
previous wars in which the English had been 
engaged in India, they wrestled (excepting in the 
Punjaub) with, for the most part, undisciplined 
hordes ; but here were tens of thousands of sol- 
diers trained to war by themselves, using against 
them their own '' bloody instructions," their own 
guns, weapons, and ammunition. Nothing but 
superior pluck and physical strength could place 
the few hundreds who were hastily collected upon 
a level with the thousands of infuriated and 
desperate bigots they were engaged to crush. 

When the news of the revolt reached England 
universal consternation for the moment seized the 
community. Politicians gave up the empire in 
utter despair ; proprietors of India Stock looked 



aghast; fanulies innumerable deplored tlie hor- 
rible catastrophe which had bereft them of near 
and dear relations. Exaggerated pictures of ruin 
and devastation were present to the public imagi- 
nation. But there was no time to moom. The 
occasion was imminent, and called for prompt and 
vigorous action. Hastily ascribing the misfortunes 
that had arisen to the misgovemmeut of the East 
India Company, Lord Palmerston moved the 
House of Commons to strip them of all political 
power, and transfer the authority to the Crown. 
It was the work of a moment. The War Minister 
and the Commander-in-Chief became fcH* the 
moment the arbiters of the destiny of India^ 
Every available soldier was immediately sent out 
to save what still remained and recover what was 
lost. Sir Colin Campbell — ^the General whose 
Military service in Europe and China had culmi- 
nated in the Crimea, the fight at Alma, and his 
defence and tenure of BalaHava — ^was appointed 
to the Indian command, and in a few hours Ihe 
hardy veteran was on his way to Calcutta. The 
nation " held its breath for a while." The proud 
confidence which never entirely deserts English- 
men took the place of the alarm which had per- 
vaded the kingdom, and it was believed that, in 
the cherished name of Queen Victoria, the sepoy 
would be humbled anl punished, and the people 
of India return to their loyalty. 

In the meanwhile Colonel Inglis with the 32Qd 
Foot had managed to hold the Residency of 
Lucknow. Sir Henry Lawrence — ^the brave, the 
gifted, and good Sir Henry — was struck by a shell 
and died of hb wound. Lord Canning wrote :— 
*' There does not stand recorded in the annals of 
war an achievement more truly heroic than the 
defence of the Residency of Lucknow. That 
defence not only called forth all the energy and 
daring which belong to Englishmen in the hour 
of active conflict, but it exhibited, continuously 
and in the highest degree, that noble and sustained 
courage which, against enormous odds and fearful 
disadvantages, against hope deferred, and through 
unceasing toil and wear of body and mind, still 
held on day after day." The ladies and soldiers* 
wives shut up in the Residency equally claimed 
a tribute of admiration — " the respectful admira- 
tion and gratitude "—of the Govemor-G^neraL 
He deservedly spoke of them as those "noble 
women" wl}o, ''little fitted to take part in such 
scenes, assumed cheerfully and discharged earnestly 
their task of charity in ministering to sickness and 
pain." , 

Major-Oeneral Havelock managed to reach 
Lucknow, and literally fought his way to the 
Residency. Major-General Outram, with charac- 
teristic generosity, had surrendered the command 
of the Brigade to one whom he believed more 
capable than himself, and Havelock fully vindi- 
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cated the trast reposed In bim. Bat tlie Beverity 
of the march, and the subsequent toil and anxiety, 
cast Havelock on a sick couch, from which the 
noble soldier never rose. His death would have 
been a great loss to the Army at any time, but it 
was peculiarly calamitous at that juncture. After 
passing two-thirds of his Military career in a 
subordinate position, Havelock had been suddenly 
liffced into command only to demonstrate how 
much of the most brilliant Military talent is kept 
in abeyance by the purchase system in force in 
the British Army, which, if it now and then raises 
a man of genius to eminence, is equally operative 
in depriving the State of the services of the able 
oiEcer whose advancement is suppressed by penury. 

After the death of the heroic Havelock who 
had, immediately upon the receipt by the Govern- 
ment of the intelligence of his wonderful march 
to Lucknow, been raised to a baronetcy and E.O.B., 
while the Commander-inoOhief gave him a Good- 
service Pension, Sir James Outram resumed the 
command at Lucknow. The Residency still held 
out against the thousands of sepoys who sur- 
rounded it, and poured in shot and shell by day 
and night. Every one within the walls and the 
Alum Baugh, an extensive garden, behaved with 
unflinching courage. " But skilful and courageous 
as have been the engineering operations, and 
glorious the behaviour of the troops," wrote 
General Outram, '* their success has been in no 
small degree promoted by the incessant and self- 
denying direction of Colonel Robert Napier,* who 
has never been many hours absent by day or night 
from any one of the points of operation, whose 
valuable adnce has ever been readily tendered and 
gratefully accepted by the executive Officers, and 
whose earnestness and kindly cordiality have 
stimulated and encouraged all ranks and grades 
amid their harassing difficulties and dangerous 
labours." These are facts to be remembered. 

Sir Oolin Campbell had no sooner arrived in 
India than, after taking counsel with the Govem- 
BDent, he devised a plan for crushing the mutiny, 
and he carried it out energetically. His project 
comprehended the formation and disposition of 
columns to encircle the whole of the insurgent 
country ; while he himself proceeded to Lucknow, 
and with^ a reinforcement of the 93rd Highlanders 
and others, relieved the occupants of the Residency 
and dispersed the mutineers. Ably seconded in 
his efforts by Sir Hugh Rose, Sir Hope Grant, 
and Sir W. Mansfield, Sir Colin in the course of 
a few months stamped out the insurrection, avengeil 
the blood of the innocent, and vindicated the 
honour of the British Government. The peerage, 
with the title of Lord Clyde, a pension, and the 
approbation of the Houses of Parliament and of 

* Afterwards General Lord Nupier of MsgdsU. 



the whole country, recompensed the veteran chief, 
whose name has now been worthily added to the 
long roll of soldiers who adorn the national 
annals, and whose effigy forms one of the few 
distinguishing memorisds in the patrician quarter 
of the British metropolis. 

The British Regiments which, by their daring 
courage, their unflinching tcnl, their patient endu- 
rance, and excellent, discipline, contributed to the 
restoration of Queen Victoria's empire in India, 
may here be named. All had not an equal share in 
the fatigues and dangers of the campaigns, but each 
performed its allotted task with cheerful dignity, 
affording protection and guaranteeing security in 
districts which might, but for their stem presence, 
have become scenes of disorder, pillage, and cruelty. 

The d2nd was immortalised by the defence of 
Lucknow. The 64th and 78th will always be 
remembered as '* Havelock's Brigade " ; the 90th 
Light Infantry won Havelock's praise as the 
defenders of the baggage of the Lucknow garri- 
son ; the Royal Artillery, the 9th Lancem, the 93rd 
Highlanders, earned the special commendation of 
Lord Clyde ; the 6th Oarabiniers, the 60th Rifles, 
the 52nd Light Infantry, the 61st, and the 75th 
were among the earliest in the field to recapture 
Delhi ; the glorious 13th, led by Lord Mark Eerr,« 
distinguished itself at Azimghur ; the 53rd were 
invaluable in Bengal ; the 81st stood by Sir John 
Lawrence in the darkest days in the Punjaub ; 
the 12th Lancers and the 95th, under Colonel 
Raines, followed the footsteps of Sir Hugh Rose ; 
the Royal Engineers, the Military Train, the 
14th Light Dragoons, of undying Peninsular fame ; 
the 23rd Welsh Fusiliers, the 5th, the 8th, the 
10th, the 24th, the dashing 88th (the " Con- 
naught Rangers "), the 20th, 34th, 38th, 82nd, 
84th, and 86th, each and all performed their 
share of allotted duty with unwearied zeal. 

But the operations against the mutineers were 
marked by numerous instances of isolated gal- 
lantry, which redounded so much to the honour of 
the Officers and men concerned that nothing less 
than the Victoria Cross was deemed the guerdon 
of those brave fellows who had risked their lives 
in hazardous enterprises. The very nature of the 
oonffict, which had gradually swollen to the pro- 
portions of a mighty war, requiring more than 
one campaign for its successful completion, called 
for the frequent exercise of individual intrepidity. 
The odds were heavy — the sepoys being in the 
proportion of five to one of the Europeans, with 
the country in their favour. 

Among the Officers whose dash and daring 
were prominent, and who became recipients of the 
coveted cross, were Lieutenant Jones, of the 9th 
Lancers,f Lieutenant W. A. Kerr, of the South 

t Afterwards Major and Adjutant of the Staff College. 



i 



276 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



[1858. 



ICaluratta Hone, Oapiain Ailcman, 6f the 8rd 
Sikh Oavalry, Colonel Tombe and Lieutenant Hills, 
of the Bengal Artillery, Captain Probyn, of the 
2nd Punjaub Cavalry, Lieutenant Bogle, of the 
78th Highlanders,* and Lieutenant T. A, Butler, of 
the let Bengal Fusiliers. The reader will be able 
to form some idea of the courage and spirit 
displayed by these Officers from the following 
instances, which are taken at random from a 
considerable number of similar illustrations of 
gallantry. 

Lieutenant Hills, of the Bengal Artillery, in 
charge of two guns, saw the sepoys close upon 
them before there was time to place them in posi- 
tion. Single-handed he charged the head of the 
column, cut down the first man, wounded a second, 
and was then ridden down. He rose again. Three 
men attacked him. Be slew one, maimed another, 
and having fallen in his struggle with the third, 
would have lost his life, had not Colonel Tombs 
dashed through the enemy's Cavalry, shot one of 
the assailants, and cut down another. 

On the march to Lucknow Captain Aikman's 
detachment, 100 strong, came upon a body of the 
rebellious sepoys, numbering 500 Lifantry and 
200 Cavalry. He at once charged them, cutting 
up at least 100 of the number— of whom five 
fell beneath his own hand — and capturing two 
guns. Naturally, Captain Aikman did not escape 
without severe wounds. 

During the retreat of a body of sepojrs on the 
2nd January, 1858, Lieutenant F. S. Roberts, son 
of a gallant and distinguished General Officer, Sir 
A. Roberts, Colonel of the 101 st Fusiliers, behaved 
with remarkable valour. Lieutenant Roberts' 
gallantry was on every otcasion most marked. On 
following up the retreating enemy at Ehodagunj, 
he saw in the distance two sepoys going away with 
a standard. Lieutenant Roberts put spurs to his 
horse, and overtook them just as they were about 
to enter a village. They immediately turned round 
and presented their muskets at him, and one of 
the men pulled ^he trigger, but fortunately the 
cap snapped, and the standard bearer was cut 
down by this gallant young Officer, and the stan- 
dard taken possession of by him. He also on the 
same day cut down another sepoy, who was stand- 
ing at bay, with musket and bayonet, keeping off 
a Sowar. Lieutenant Roberts rode to the assist- 
ance of the horseman, and, rushing at the sepoy, 
with one blow of his sword cut him across the 
face, killing him on the spot. 

The Bombay Army was generally loyal to the 
British Government during the Indian mutiny. 
The 27th Native Infantry was one of the few ex- 

* No fewer than six Victoria Creeses were won by this 
Regiment — two of the recipients were AsBistant-Surgeons 
who exposed themselves to the fire of the enemy while 
attending the wounded. 



ceptions. A party of thirty-four men of this 
Regiment occupied the stronghold of Paga, near 
the town of Kolapore, in the Southern Mahratta 
county. Captain Kerr, then a lieutenant, was 
commissioned to dislodge them. With seventeen 
dismounted followers he made an attack upon the 
place, and by the exercise of the most devoted 
bravery succeeded in killing, wounding, or captu- 
ring the whole of the garrison. Captain Kerr was 
himself severely wounded, lost eight of his men, 
and the rest were wounded. 

But perhaps one of the most dashing events of 
the mutiny was the charge of the 9th Lancers, in 
which Lieutenant Jones*s courage and alacrity 
were so conspicuous. 

Early in June, 1857, the mutineers held a 
position about ten miles from Delhi on the Pun- 
jaub road. The village of Budle-ke-Serai formed 
a strong point in the centre of this position, bar- 
ring the approach to Delhi from the north, and 
gave its name to the action fought on the 8ih 
June by the Force advancing from Umballa to 
undertaJce the siege of Delhi 

The Cavalry and Horse Artillery of tiie 
attacking Force made a detour to its right during 
the night,. turning the mutineers' left and appear- 
ing in their rear, between Budle-ke-Serai and 
Delhi, about daybreak on the 8th June, just as 
the main body, consisting of Infantry and Field 
Artillery, began to attack in front the field works 
of Budle-ke-Serai by the main road. 

The 4th Squadron of the 9th Lancers, under 
Captain Hutchinson, was detached in pursuit of a 
cloud of dust, which aftaff Officer declared was 
raised by guns which the mutineers were already 
seeking to withdraw from the porition towards 
Delhi ; and although distant dust only could be 
discerned, the Squadron followed in line at the 
gallop across the open plain, riding down and 
cutting at a few stragglers who crossed its path, 
but otherwise preserving its dressing as if on 
parade. While looking to his left to keep his 
dressing with the Squadron and the other Troop 
leaders. Lieutenant Jones, then leading the nght 
Troop of this Squadron,' suddenly and for a moment, 
but most distinctly, saw a field gun drawn by six 
horses at a gallop in the direction of Delhi, but so 
much to the left of the Squadron that no other 
eye saw it. The impulse of the moment led him 
to halt dead short ; but so intent was eveiy man 
in the Squadron upon overtaking the doud of 
diMt in front that the sudden halt^ and shout of 
the Troop leader failed to attract attention, the 
centre files of his Troop opened out, passed by him, 
and the Squadron pursued its headlong career. 

Following the impulse of the moment^ the 
neglected Lieutenant, as soon as he was clear of 
the rear rank, turned his horse to the left and 
started after the gun, but as he passed the left 
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rear of his Sqnadron the Beg^mental Serjeant- 
Major, riding there as a serreflle, heard or saw 
his course, and, turning his eyes in that direction, 
became aware of the object in time to stop two or 
three of the rear rank, and follow the traces of his 
Officer. The stem chase lasted some minutes, 
but the Arab charger, with only ten stone on his 
back, soon overtook the gon-horses, though the 
six drivers, mounted (Bengal fashion) one on 
each horse, plied their whips for bare life. As 
the Officer came alongside the ofiF-wheeler its 
driver leant forward to avoid his blow to the last 
moment, and when he felt the sword on his 
shoulder slipped down between the wheel-horses, 
still sticking to his bridle. This stopped the gun, 
and at the same moment the Serjeant-Major and 
his men arrived on the scene in the wildest exdte- 
ment, for the 9th had not drawn blood since 
Goojerat and Chillianwallah days. 

iJl the drivers fell and crouched beneath the 
feet of their horses, where the men shot them 
with their pistols, and in so doing wounded all 
except the two wheel horses — i,e.f four oat of six 
very good little horses. 

When Lieutenant Jones began, to realise his 
position, alone with three or four men on the 
wide plain, and having but the haziest notion of 
the points of the compass and positions of friends 
and foes, he took a gun-spike out of his pouch 
and was about to ram it into the vent of the 
captured gun, when, to his great delight, he saw 
his own Squadron returning, having failed to 
catch the enemy, whose cloud of dust it had 
pursued for a considerable distance. 

The Squadron recognised and greeted him 
and his priae with a cheer, but the situation was 
still critical, for no one knew where to look for 
friend or foe. Colonel Yule, however, with the 
remaining three Squadrons of the 9th Lancers, 
soon hove in sight, and then, all being well, the 
Regiment thought some use might be made of 
the gun, which proved to be a brass 9.pounder, 
one of a field battery which had mutinied a 
month previously at Delhi. They found some 
ammunition in the Hmber, and laid the gun upon 
a village which appeared to be occupied by the 
enemy, and some execution was done by the few 
shots they were able to fire. 

Had Lieutenant Jones failed in this exploit, 
lie would have deserved a Court-Martial for 
leaving his Squadron. But success hallowed the 
violation of rule. Four months later the same 
young Officer was engaged at the battle of Agr% 
and did not come off with so much safety. 

A friend of the author*s, who was in India at 
the time, handed him the following account of 
Lieutenant Jones's share in the batUe, which he 
is glad to be able to publish : 

About eight a.m. on the 10th October, 1857, 



a pursuing colamn, detached under Colonel 
Greathed after the fall of Delhi, arrived under 
the walls of Agra, after a forced march of. about 
sixty miles in thirty-six hours. The inhabitants 
of Agra had been greatly alarmed some days 
before by the advance of Tantia Topee with the 
Gwalior mutineers, and had sent repeated mes- 
sages to hasten the arrival of the movable column. 
The civil authorities of Agra had, however, 
received reassuring (though, as it afterwards 
proved, fake) intelligence on the 9 th that the 
enemy was still some twelve miles distant, and 
accordingly, on the arrival of the column, it was 
encamped without pickets or vedettes on the 
station parade-ground, and the Officers were told 
they might rest till noon, when an advance 
would be made to find the enemy. Breakfast 
was hardly finished, however, before a few 
round shot began to drop in rear of the camp, 
fired evidently from a long range in our front. 
The horses, fortunately, had not been unsaddled, 
and the 9th Lancers, accustomed to surprises 
at Delhi, were soon mounted and formed; 
the Artillery, too, began to come into action 
against the smoke of the enemy's guns with sur- 
prising rapidity— without waiting for horses to be 
hooked on to the limbers, a Squadron of the 9th 
Lancers was ordered by the Adjutant to advance 
with the field battery first harnessed to the left 
front of the camp, to find out th*e enemy. 

"This party moved off through some high 
Lidian com crops, and its guns came into action 
with some of those of the mutineers ; but while 
thus engaged two Squadrons of the enemy's 
Cavalry threatened to charge, and after a while 
moved off at a trot round the left of this party, 
which formed the extreme fiank of the whole 
Force. 

" The Artillery Officer at once decided to retire 
through the Indian com to meet the anticipated 
attack of this body of Cavalry upon the Camp, 
from which he knew that the whole Force had 
advanced, leaving it totally unprotected from any 
such onset as was now threatened by the enemy's 
Cavalry moving round the left fiank. When half- 
way through the belt of Indian com, the Artillery 
Officer in command sent back two of his guns and 
one troop of the Squadron to hold his forward 
position, and when he emerged from the high 
crops on the parade-ground just in front of the 
Camp the two Squadrons of the enemy were seen 
formed in two lines, one about 300 yards in rear 
of the other. As the guns unlimbered the enemy's 
Cavalry began to advance, and it became necessary 
for the Troop of the 9th Lancers to advance to 
meet the attack. The Troop numbered only 23, 
with two Officers (both in front), and as soon as 
formed it trotted to meet the leading Squadron 
of the enemy, which, of course, gieatiy out- 
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flanked sacb a weak Troop. The Senior Officer, 
Captain French, was iilmoiit immediately bit by a 
stray shot. His horse, taming to the left, passed 
dear of the front of the Troop, and then the 
remaining Officer (Lieutenant Jones) gave the 
word ' Gdlop/ No sooner had he done so, how- 
ever, than the enemy's Squadron halted and began 
fixing with carbines, the leader taking a deliberate 
aim at Jones, who immediately rode at him. 
He came on two or three horses' lengths in 
front, at a little to the left of his small Troop, and 
the enemy's Squadron leader fired when the horses 
nearly touched each other. 

" The carbine bullet passed through Lieutenant 
Jones's bridle arm, between the elbow and the 
shoulder, numbing the power of his bridle hand, 
and leading him instinctively to seize the reins 
with his sword hand. 

" In that defenceless position he passed into the 
ranks of the enemy, immediately behind the 
Squadron leader who had shot him. He then 
received a sword cut through his left eye, and his 
horse rearing up deposited him on his feet on the 
ground. One man of his Troop, following close 
upon his Officer, had put his lance through the 
Squadron leader who had shot him, and he after- 
wards endeavoured to assist his Officer, but was 
overpowered and driven away. For his good 
conduct on this occasion, this man, Private Free- 
man, received the Victoria Gross. 

" Lieutenant Jones, thus left to himself, was 
soon surrounded by such of the enemy as had 
not been ridden down by his Troop. These num- 
bered at first, perhaps, twenty, and they sought 
to despatch the wounded Officer, while his own 
men had ridden on in pursuit of their comrades. 
The very number of his assailants seems to 
have been the saving of my friend, for in their 
eagerness to get a cut at the Sahib they got 
into one another's way, and none seem to have 
thought of using the point of their swords or firo- 
arms. While able to stand up many cuts aimed 
at his head were guarded, or partially guarded, by 
his sword, as eight slight scalp wounds amply tes- 
tified. Sinking at last from loss of blood, the 
cripple drew his revolver, and, while lying on his 
nde, discharged the first barrel into the breast of 
a man whose horse stood nearly over him while 
the rider raised his sword for a last cut. By this 
time the mutineers still about him wera very few, 
as those who made the first rush on seeing a 
wounded Sahib had mostly slipped away, to look 
after their own retreat from what they knew was 
a lost battle. A few hours later this desperately 
wounded man was taken in a dhoolie to the 
hospital in Agra Fort, and tended with such 
extreme care by certain kind-hearted ladies in- 
spired by Miss Nightingale's Crimean example, 
that ere two months were over he was on his way 



to England, with nearly all his twenty-three 
wounds fast healing." 

As a matter of course the Begiments which 
had taken part in the mutiny — ^that is to say, 
nearly all the Bengal and several of the Bombay 
Native Begiments, were blotted out of the Army 
List. Ten thousand of the Europeans, who be- 
longed to the Lifantry and Artillery of the East 
India Company, applied for and received their 
discharge. A new organisation of the entire 
Force thus became indispensable, and in the trans- 
ference of the Empire from the hands of the 
Company to the rule of the Queen, the title of 
^' Boyal " was bestowed on the East Lidian Anny 
on September 1, 1858, and arrangements were 
made for permanently stationing throughout the 
country a much greater number of European fig- 
ments than had ever been employed before. 

Henceforth the Indian Army will claim men- 
tion in these pages as part of the British Army. 
It has hitherto received but incidental notice. 

The Begiments enumerated above as having 
distinguished themselves in India against the 
sepoys did not enjoy a monopoly of honour during 
1857. The 54th and 59th Begimenta, and the 
Boyal Marine Light Infantry, found occasion for 
the exhibition of cool discipline and moral 
courage, as well as active valour. The 54th was 
on the voyage to Mauritius when, at the distance 
of some hundreds of miles from the island, the 
Sarah Sands, transport, in which the Begiment 
embarked, caught fire, and was nearly destroyed. 
Through the great exertions and remarkable 
steadiness of the troops the fire was extinguished, 
but not until the ship was reduced to the condi- 
tion of a mere shell, in which forlorn state it was 
piloted into the harbour. The 59th and the 
Boyal Marines were employed in the bombard- 
ment of Canton in China, a preliminary to the 
more important movement which Lord Elgin was 
destined to carry into operation at a later moment. 
Major-General Straubenzie, who commanded the 
Military Force against Canton, found reason to 
speak in the highest terms of the conduct of 
Colonels Holloway and Hooker, who commanded 
the Boyal Marine Light Infantry, 
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OHAPTEB XLIl. 

ImproTement in Rifle Shooting— A Oonnoil of IfQi- 
XMTj Education estaMished — The SUff College — 
ImproTements in the Army — ^The 100th Regiment 
raised— The Soldiers' Danghters' Home— The French 
Oolonels — ^The Volunteer Organisation commenced — 
Expedition to Obina . Capture of the Forts on the 
Peiho — Advance to and Occupation of Pekin — 
Bravery of a Soldier of the 3rd Buffs— Bztraordinary 
Condnct of a Detachment of the Buffn on board a trans* 
port — War in New Zealand — New Wound Pension 
Rpgnlations — Despatch of Troops to America — ^The 
Soldiers* Institute — Death of Prince Albert. 

Tlie events passing in India in 1857-1858 
did not arrest the course of Anny improvement in 
England. The Duke of Cambridge steadily directed 
his mind and his personal exertions to the amelior- 
ation of the soldiers' condition atad the promotion 
of discipline, and he found a cordial coUabora" 
tewr in General Peel, the War Minister. Out 
of, their conjoint efforts arose a system of Depot 
Battalions, which were to answer the double pur- 
pose of a nursery and a reserve for the Regiments 
of the Line. 

Material advances were made in the Schools of 
Bifle Instruction ; an Inspectorship of Infantry 
was established, the pay of the Assistant-Burgeons 
of the Army was increased by 25 per cent., and 
the interests of the other branches of the Medical 
dervice materially advanced. The position of the 
Commissariat of the Army was likewise improved 
and raised in importance. 

The slipshod, unsatisfactory character of the 
examinations established in the Duke of Welling- 
ton's time for the determination of the fitness of 
candidates for first commissions had been a 
fertile subject of stricture and ridicule for some 
years, but no alteration was volunteered by the 
authorities. In 1857, Sir De Lacy Evans brought 
the subject formally before the House of Commons, 
and it was declared, nent. con,, that a higher stan- 
dard of professional qualification could be secured 
by competitive examinations for the Staff and for 
first commissions, and by assuring encourage- 
ment for proficiency and general fitness for advance- 
ment. An opinion so unanimously expressed, of 
course, received immediate adoption, and a Council 
was especially appointed to determine the claims 
of each candidate. 

Li 1858 a Staff College was established as a 
branch of Sandhurst, and a residence at the 
College made obligatory upon the competitors for 
the Army prizes. The same year witnessed other 
very striking proofs of the interest which the Army 
had awakened in the national mind. A Sanitary 
Commission — one of seven commissions appointed 
for various Military purposes within the space of 
twelve months — worked much good in altering 
and enlarging the barrack accommodation. Shoot- 



ing prizes were established to promote tx)mpeti- 
tion among the marksmen of the Guards and the 
Line ; to encourage enlistment, the first ten years 
passed by a soldier in the Service were allowed to 
count in the ultimate computation for a pension, 
provided that he had re-enlisted within the space 
of two years of his leaving the Service in the first 
instance. Married soldiers who had served for 
twelve years were permitted to enter the Boyal 
Canadian Bifies, and if they engaged, or had 
engaged, to serve 25 years, an extra penny per 
day was granted. An addition was made to the 
fuel and light issued to the soldiery, and the 
quality of the lights of the Officers was improved. 
A Begiment, numbered the. 100th, was added to 
the Infantry Line strength. It was raised chiefly, 
if not entirely, in Canada, and His Boyal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales was appointed its 
ColoneL Two Begiments of Cavalry were added 
to the Army, and to give a public testimony of the 
Queen's sense of the loyalty and attachment of 
the Irish people, the 5th Dragoons, which the 
reader will probably remember had been disbanded 
for their supposed complicity in the rebellion of '98, 
was restored to the list. The 18th Light Dragoons 
completed the number of new Begiments. 

So large a number of children in the Army had 
been left orphans by the service of their fathers in 
India and the Crimea that it was necessary to 
make some provision for them beyond what 
already existed. Accordingly, on the 18th of 
June, 1858 — ^the forty- third anniversary of the 
battle of Waterloo — the Prince Consort opened an 
Institution at Hampstead, which had been formed 
for the reception and education of the daughters 
of soldiers who had been left utterly destitute, 
either by the death of their parents, or the in- 
ability of either parent (if living) to maintain 
them. About the same time a Central Associa- 
tion was formed to improve the condition of the 
wives and families of soldiers. Her Majesty the 
Queen, on this as on most other occasions, opened 
her purse to create the requisite fund, and her 
generous example found a swarm of imitators. 

Becent as the temporary Military association 
of the EngHsh and French had been, painful 
evidence was afforded in this year that the good 
feeling engendered by the alliance was, on one 
side at least, of a very evanescent character. A 
machine had been invented by a vile Italian 
desperado residing in London, with the object of 
destroying the life of the Emperor of the French. 
A supposed associate of the Italian's was appre- 
hended, tried in England, and acquitted ; and a' 
certain section of the British public honoured 
with its special favour the advocate who procured 
his acquittal— one Edwin James. The tone of 
that portion of the press which upheld the action 
of the conspirators, and denounced Lord Palmerston 
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for bringing in a Bill to restrain villanons trans- 
actions of a like nature in the future, excited the 
special ire of many of the Colonels of the French 
Begimenta. Incapable of understanding the 
operation of public opinion in free England, they 
interpreted the sentiments of a section to repre- 
sent the feeling of the entire body politic, and 
either in the fervour of their loyalty, the intensity 
of their hatred of le perjide Albion, or the warmth 
of their sycophancy, addressed earnest appeals to 
the Emperor to be led against a nation of mis- 
creants that harboured the plotters against his 
sacred life. But the Emperor knew the British 
people better than his Officers, and, while he 
acknowledged their attachment, he denied the 
necessity for the hostile attitude they wished him 
to assume. 

This demonstration of the uncertainty of the 
continuance of a cordial understanding with the 
French gave an extraordinary impetus to the 
desire which had been augmenting in England 
since 1853 to form a Volunteer Force. Men of 
all ranks of society began to take a lively interest 
in rifle practice, which was not a little stimulated 
by the appearance of a brief, fiery poem from the 
pen of Alfred Tennyson, the Laureate, and of a 
breech-loader invented by a Mr Terry, of Birming- 
ham. The new weapon had been tried with com- 
plete success, but the War Office authorities were 
not " prepared "to adopt it into the British Army. 
The Volunteers were less fastidious, and in their 
private essays tested the value of a weapon which 
might at some future period be formidable against 
a foreign invader. Still, until the Government 
manifested a sincere disposition to encourage a 
Volunteer organisation, no steps of any conse- 
quence were taken to form and maintain Bifle 
Uorps. The contempt with which the Guards 
and the Line looked upon amateur Military efforts 
discouraged Englishmen from attempting to de- 
vote their leisure time and their spare money to 
the assumption of the Military garb and the 
practice of the Military sciences. But a little 
pressure in and out of Parliament at length 
awakened the War Minister to a sense of the 
value of a large home Force that could at any 
time be rendered available for the defence of 
the kingdom, and a Warrant appeared on the 
13th of July, in which the Government specified 
the extent to which it was inclined to go in the 
promotion of a Volunteer movement. A Bill was 
likewise brought into Parliament for the establish- 
ment of a Beserve Force of 20,000 men, who had 
previously served in the Boyal Army or in that of 
the East India Company. 

Now was ". ruffling of feathers and brushing of 
plumes.*' In evexy town and district throughout 
the kingdom meetings were called for the purpose 
of raising funds for the establishment of Bifie 



Corps. Vanity, supplenaenting patriotism, sug- 
gested an amusing variety of picturesque oostamea. 
To be able to appear at balls and dinners and in 
the public streets in a pretty uniform, which was 
at once a personal decoration and a voucher for 
the readiness of the wearer to protect the homes 
and hearths of his countrymen ; to be called Major, 
Captain, or Lieutenant, as the case might be, 
and probably admitted at no remote date to the 
presence of Boyalty ; to carry and use an el^fant 
rifle or a broadsword, were so many exhilaratiog 
causes of the rapid association of young men of 
all ranks in the formation of the companies and 
Battalions. By the middle of 1859 there were 
some 6,000 Volunteers enrolled, costumed, and 
armed, and e^exy available spot became a drill- 
ground for the enthusiastic amateur soldiers — ^to 
such good effect that, in October of that year. 
General Hay, the Superintendent of the School 
of Musketry -at Hythe, reported that the Volun- 
teers had surpassed their predecessors and ooa- 
petitors in the use of the rifle ! 

Earlier in 1 859 than the date <A the ofllcially 
recognised Volunteer movement an alteration was 
made in the statutes regulating tj^e c<mferment of 
the Order of the Bath. Two subdivisions of the 
several classes were established — the first oi which 
was called MUita/ry, and the second OiviL The 
Military division of the first dass, or Knights' 
Grand Cross, was limited to fifty Officers above 
the rank of Major-General ; the Knights Com- 
manders were increased to one hundred and 
twenty-three of or above the rank of Colonel ; 
and the companions, or third class of the Ifilitary 
division, were increased to six hundred and ninety 
combatant Officers of or above the rank of Major. 
Commissariat and Medical Officers were exdaded, 
excepting under extraordinary droumbtances. 

As soon as the Indian Mutiny had been com- 
pletely stamped out, and troops were available for 
the renewal of the hostile measures against China 
which had been intenupted in 1857, Lord Elgin 
and Baron Gros (the French envoy) proceeded on 
their mission with a chosen body of troops of both 
nations and a powerful Naval armament. With 
characteristic sagacity the Chinese had employed 
the respite involuntarily conceded to them in pre- 
paring a comprehensive defence of the river Peiho, 
conducting to Pekin, the capital of the Celestial 
Empire. The nature of the defences was not 
sufficiently considered by the Allies — perhaps 
they were unaware of its real strength — and 
the consequence was that, in 1859, the combined 
English and French Forces experienced a repulse 
in attempting to force the river. But in the fol- 
lowing year a very different fortune attended the 
renewed operations of the Allies. An Army^ con- 
sisting of 7,000 men, of whom 1,500 were 
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French, and 100 were seamen of the Fleet, 
again entered the Peiho in the antumn of 
1860. The British Army, under Lientenant- 
Qeneral Sir Hope Qrant, who commanded the 
whole of the land force, consisted of the 1st 
King's Dragoon Guards, the 2nd Batt. of the 1st 
Boyals, the 2nd Queen's Boyals, the 8rd Buffs, 
the dlst, 44th, 67th, and 99th Begiments, several 
companies of the Hoyal Marine Light Infantry, 
the Panjaub Infantry, and the Sikh Cavalryy co- 
operating with Artillery and Elngineers. The naval 
force was under the orders of Admiral Hope. 

The river Peiho was now defended by forts of 
considerable strength and magnitude. They were 
redoubts with a thick rampart, heavily armed 
with guns and wall pieces, and having a high 
cavalier facing seawards. Around these were 
unfordable wet ditches, between which and the 
parapet sharp bamboo stakes were thickly planted, 
forming two belts, each about fifteen feet wide, 
an abattis encircling the whole. To destroy these, 
the General and the Admiral employed valour, 
prudence, and energy. Sir Hope Grant was 
assisted by Major-General Sir Bobert Napier, who 
had fought the last battle with the sepoy muti- 
neers, and Sir, John Michel— each of whom 
commanded a Division. The fort of Taku was 
captured on the 14th of August, and another on 
the 23rd of the same month. In these operations 
the new Armstrong guns were peculiarly service- 
able. But the casualties on the side of the Allies 
were nevertheless very numerous. Four hundred 
killed and wounded was a heavy " butcher's bill." 
Unhappily, unless some of the blood of our own 
people had been shed, the British public, accustomed 
to associate victory with carnage, would hardly have 
believed in a triumph achieved without a sacrifice. 
They had yet to be made sensible that the best 
General is he who accomplishes the greatest ends 
with the smallest amount of bloodshed. 

After the forts had been taken, Lord Elgin and 
Baron Gros moved up to Pekin. When within 
seven miles of the city, Captain Brabazon, Lieu- 
tenant Anderson, a Mr Norman, and Mr Bowdler, 
the correspondent of the 'Times,' adventuring 
beyond the protection of the Army, wefe seized 
by the Tartar troops, carried to Pekin, and in- 
humanly murdered aifter being subjected to the 
most cruel tortures. This frightful outrage added 
fuel to the fire of indignation which animated the 
Army. • Meeting the Tartars in strong array early 
in October, Sir Hope Grant attacked and dis- 
persed them, and prepared to storm Pekin. The 
Emperor now fled in dismay ; the city was occu- 
pied by the Allied troops, and a Convention 
entered into which put an end to the expedition. 
A large sum of money was exacted to compensate 
the iOlies for the cost of the expedition ; Tien- 
tsin was thrown open aa a port of trade; the 



interdict on the emigration of the Chinese to 
British colonies was removed ; and Eewlong was 
ceded and annexed to Hong Eong. 

Some very gallant exploits on the part of 
Captain Rogers, 44th, Lieutenant Burslem, Lieu- 
tenant Lenon, Private Dougall, and Private Thomas 
Lane, all of the 67th Begiment, procured them the 
envied decoration of the Victoria Cross ; and the 
honour was likewise conferred on Zospital- 
Apprentice Arthur Fitzgibbon, a boy of thirteen 
years of age, who, while exposed to the fire of the 
Chinese batteries, bound up the wounds of a poor 
dhooly bearer. 

There was one valiant soldier, however, who 
was not spared to receive the mark of honour 
which his rare courage and patriotism merited. 
Private Moyse, of the 3rd Buffs, a hero whose 
name will always adorn the records of a Begiment 
which from first to last has been distinguished by 
its excellent discipline in peace and soldierly bear- 
ing in war, preferred to die by the hands of 
savage Tartars rather than suffer his country to 
be disgraced in his person by a degrading act of 
homage to his captors. He was one of a detach- 
ment which was employed to guard certain Com- 
missariat stores. Some Tartars, while the troops 
were bivouacked near the village of Sinho on 
their march against the fortified town of Tongkoo, 
attempted to cut off the baggage, and succeeded 
in capturing the little detachment, and caning 
the men (Natives as well as Europeans) before 
the Tartar General They were ordered to Aroto- 
tow — ^a ceremony which consists in prostrating the 
body and knocking the head several times on the 
ground before high and mighty Chieftains. The 
Natives of the detachment obeyed. Private 
Moyse refused, and was instantly cut to pieces.* 

The termination of the war with China render- 
ing the presence of British troops (with the 
exception of a single Begiment) unnecessary, the 
8rd Buffs returned to England. Three companies, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Sargent 
(the Officer who, as a Captain in the 95th Begi- 
ment, had won so much honour in the Crimea, 
and who likewise took a very active part in the 
operations against the Chinese), sailed in the 
Athleta, when a circumstance occurred of a re- 
markable and unprecedented nature in the history 
of the British Army. The Athleta touched at 
the Cape for water and provisions on the 3rd of 
February, 1861. Among the ship's crew were 
some lawless fellows, whom the Captain had been 
obliged to take on board at Hong Eong for want 
of better men ; and they set to work to demoralise 
their companions as soon as they learnt that other 

* This incident soggested Bome toQching and affecting 
lines from the pen of Sir F. H. Doyle, pnblished in 
' Macmillan'B Magazine.' They will be found in the 
Appendix. 
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vessels 'anchored in the bay were detained in con- 
sequence of their crews having deserted to go to 
the Australian and New Zealand gold diggings, 
and that their captains and agents were offering 
enormoas wages, in the hope of secnring suffi- 
cient hands to enable them to continue the 
voyage. They tried hard to desert the ship ; but 
owing to the arrangemente made by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sargent to prevent liquor being smuggled 
on board, the Captain was able to keep away 
crimps, and frustrate their designs. Matters con- 
tinued in an unsatisfactory state until the 10th of 
February, the day before the Athleta was to 
resume her voyage ; when, as a last resource, the 
sailors came aft in a body to the Captain, and 
demanded leave to go on shore, tbat they might 
complain to a magistrate of bad treatment and bad 
provisions. At this stage of the proceedings, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sargent, who had been stay- 
ing on 'shore, came on board, and the Captain at 
once reported to him all the facts, informing him 
that the mutineers had managed, through a crimp, 
to communicate with a magistrate, who might 
possibly think it his duty to stop the ship and 
order the crew ashore, in which case the men 
would run away, and the ship might bd detained 
for months, as it would be impossible to procure 
another crew, and he dared not set sail without 
his proper complement of able seamen, for fear 
of forfeiting his insurance in the event of loss. 
Knowing Ihat the complaints of the mutineers 
were entirely destitute of foundation, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sargent, without a moment's hesitation, 
advised Captain Potter to proceed immediately 
to sea. The Captain acquiesced and gave the 
necessary orders, but the crew positively refused 
to weigh anchor or touch a rope. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sargent requested Captain Potter to ask 
each man separately to go to work, which he did, 
and evexy man declined, and some swore tbat the 
Captain should not put to sea. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sargent then turned to the Captain, and offered 
that he and his men would do sailors' duty, if the 
Captain would give the necessary orders, and 
accept a guard that would confine the sailors to 
one part of the ship, and see that they had 
nothing but bread and water while the soldiers 
were doing their work. Captain Potter was 
equally prompt in accepting this offer upon the 
terms mentioned ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Sargent 
then sounded the assembly, and referring to the 
incidents that all had witnessed, said that he had 
never seen the good British soldier fail his Officer, 
and he was certain he would not do so now. He 
then called for volunteers, cautioning those who 
were at all doubtful of their climbing abilities, or 
of their nerve, not to offer theniselves, sui they 
would only impede the work, to the gratification 
of the mutineers, in addition to getting him into 



trouble in the event of thdr falling overboard or 
breaking their necks, contrary to the (General 
Orders prohibiting soldiers from going aloftb He 
likewise told them that those who were not able to 
go aloft might render good service on deck. Not- 
withstanding this caution, about sixty stepped 
forward, and from them Lieutenant-Colonel Sar- 
gent selected twenty-eight as possessing nerve, 
muscle, and activity sufficient to take care of them- 
selves, and avoid the trouble that an accident 
would entaiL He then placed the rest of the 
troops at their posts, and told Captain Potter he 
was ready. About this time the Harbourmaster 
came on board, and expressed great admiration of 
the measures that had been adopted. He added, 
that if the sailors once got on shore the Captain 
would never see them again, and that it might be 
months before a new crew could be obtained. 
Captain Potter then gave his orders, and soon the 
anchor was weighed and the sails set, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sargent cautioning the men to remember 
that they were soldiers, and not sailors, and should 
do their unaccustomed duties aloft steadily and 
carefully, and to run no risks in foolish attempts 
to rival the special agility of practised sailors. 
These instructions were literally obeyed, and the 
work was done so well that Captain Potter 
repeatedly said that he had never missed the 
services of his crew. After the first day of bread 
and water and idleness, the mutineeis continually 
begged to be permitted to return to their duty, 
and sent messages to that effect to Colonel Sar- 
gent, who told them he had nothing to do with 
them beyond enforcing their Captain's wishes. 
Captain Potter decided that they should be kept 
on bread and water for one week, to which they 
meekly submitted ; and at the close of that time 
they resumed their work, showing by their sheepish 
faces that they were fully conscious how foolishly 
they had behaved. On the 16th of the same 
month, after the sailors had returned to their 
duty, another Detachment Order was issued, in 
which Lieutenant-Colonel Sargent expressed his 
satisfaction with the conduct of the volunteers. 
He said that he had had pleasure in going aloft 
with them himself, because the boldest and most 
zealous of his .men had never been in the rigging 
before, and some had not even been on board a 
ship of any kind previous .to their voyage out and 
home. Captain Potter expressed- his thanks in 
the most energetic terms, adding that he " was 
perfectly astonished to see soldiers able to turn 
themselves all at once into such good sailois, and 
to teach so wholesome a lesson to his crew, not 
one of whom he was convinced would ever again 
strike work in a vessel on board of which British 
soldiers were embarked." In a Detachment Order, 
alluding to the mutineers, Lieutenant^Colonel 
Sargent observed : *' I am equally convinced — 
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indeed, we can all see— that these fooliab and 
misguided men are deeply impressed with the 
prompt triumph they witnessed of honest discipline 
over lawless insubordination. Ever since we 
peaked anchor and spread the canvas, they were 
dismal and miserable, while we laughed and 
worked, had our theatricals and amusements after 
our parades and drills, fully carrying out the good 
soldiers' creed — * Duty first, pleasure after.' " 
When the twenty-eight men volunteered to do 
sailors' work, it was without the slightest expec- 
tation of receiving any pecuniary reward for their 
services; but in the Chder dated llth of Feb- 
ruary, it was made known to them that the 
Captain intended to stop a portion of the wages 
of the mutineers, and hand it over to the volun- 
teers. Previous to the arrival of the ship at 
Southampton, the volunteers requested Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Sargent to refuse this pay for 
them, " as they wished to enjoy the satisfaction 
of feeling that they had only done their duty as 
British soldiers, determined to support their Com- 
manding Officer in any position." This honour- 
able conduct called forth from lieutenant-Colonel 
Snrgent the expression of the wish "that he 
might have the good fortune to lead such men 
against the most formidable enemies his country 
might have." 

The year 1861 gave birth to on event which 
threatened in its complications to plunge England 
into a war with the United States. Timely pre- 
cautions, and the good sense of the rulers on both 
sides of the Atlantic, averted the calamity, but not 
the less praise is due to the section of the British 
Army whose services were put into requisition, 
for the zeal and order with which it hurried to 
the eventual scene of action, and the attitude 
which it maintained while the peace subsisting 
between the two great nations was menaced. 

For thirty years a political struggle had been 
going on in the United States, founded upon the 
rivalry of opinion touching the propriety of eman- 
cipating the negroes employed in the Southern 
States. The advantage derived by the planters 
in the South from the services of the slaves in 
the growth of cotton was held by the politicians 
of the North to be more than counterbalanced 
ly the mpral damage the peculiar institution 
inflicted on a vast community, which asserted a 
monopoly of liberty, and professed the recognition 
of perfect equality. It was in Tain tlrnt the 
Southerners declared that the negro was intelleo- 
tuaUy unfit for ^ freedom " ; that he was perfectly 
happy in the condition of a serf, the treatment 
he received being undoubtedly good — his food^ 
doihing, and lodging better than any he could 
procure were he manumitted ; that his enforced 
labour was mdiBpensable to the prosperity of the 
cotton and tobacco districts; and that^ having 



been paid for, his owners had a claim to indemnity 
if deprived of his services.. The Northerners 
maintained that theoretically and practically the 
institution was objectionable-— *in theory, because 
it was opposed to the principle of equality ; in 
practice, because it gave men the power of tyran- 
nising with impunity over their fellow-men, 
encouraged debauchery and incontinency, led to 
the dissolution of the holiest domestic ties, held 
out a premium to piracy and African warfare, 
and rendered America the scoff of civilised 
nations. This opposition of sentiment gradually 
led to the separation of the whole of the free 
population of the States into two great parties^ 
who severally called themselves Bepublicans and 
Democrats. The battle of opinion was fought in 
the press, in public halls, bar-rooms, coffee-houses, 
and hotels. It disturbed the action of Congress ; it 
rendered the Senate and the State Houses scenes 
of disorder ; and at length became a source of 
division in families and homes. But it was 
not until 1861 that the strength attained by the 
Bepublican or Northern party was made mani- 
fest. The period had arrived for the election of 
a new President. Hitherto, the men who held 
that office had been more or less inclined to 
favour slavery : but now the choice fell upon an 
uncompromising enemy of the institution ; and 
Abraham Lincoln — an earnest Bepublican, an elo- 
quent and gifted man, raised by his own talents and 
energies from the humblest position in life to a dis- 
tinguished station at the Bar — was elected by a large 
majority. This was the signal for the withdrawal 
of the Southern party from the Union. A new 
Governme];it was formed by them, and a resort to 
arms proclaimed the dissolution of the Bepublic 
Mr Lincoln asserted his authority as the head of 
the United States' (Government ; Begiments were 
raised on either side, and a bitter civil conflict 
ensued. At an early stage of the quarrel it was 
expected by the South that England would recog- 
nise the seceders, because the cotton which they 
grew was essential to the prosperity of our manu- 
facturing districts and the carrying trade ; by the 
North the sympathy of England was anticipated, 
for the simple reason that she was opposed to 
slavery in any shape. But the Qovemment of 
Queen Victoria resolved upon presenring a rigid 
neutrality. Becognising the belligerent attitude 
of the several parties. Lord Palmerston respected 
the blockade established by the Northerners, and 
prohibited the manufacture in British ports and 
dockyards of vessels avowedly intended, for the 
service of the Southern Confederacy. In adopt- 
ing this course, England offended both parties, 
and further outraged the feelings of the North 
by insisting upon the restoration of two Southern 
envoys to Europe who had been forcibly Removed 
from an English vessel. No hostile action was 
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taken by the Government of Mr Lincoln, but the 
temper diBplajed by the people of the Northern 
States led to the apprehension that, sooner or 
later, some aggression would be attempted in the 
Canadian provinces. The British Government, 
therefore, took time by the forelock ; and in the 
depth of the winter of 1861-62 despatched Bat- 
talions of the Guards and several lane Regiments, 
a few batteries of Artillery, and a Oorps of the 
Ifilitaxy Train, to strengthen the defences along 
the frontier. The admirable alacrity shown by 
the troops to brave the severities of dimate in 
tiie fulfilment of their duty was in keeping with 
all the previous instances of their devotion to 
their colours. A formidable, but not a menacing,' 
attitude was assumed by Lord Monok, the 
Gk>vemor-G^neral ; and the sturdy little Army 
assembled under the command of Sir Fenwidc 
Williams, the hero of Ears, between Quebec 
and London (Canada West), and was maintained 
until the dose of the civil war rendered the 
retention of the extra troops no longer necessary. 
While these operations were taking place abroad 
the Right Hon. Sidney Herbert, one of the most 
active and accomplished of the noblemen who 
had filled the office of Secretary for the War 
Department, amended the wound pension regula- 
tions which had been passed a few years pre- 
viously. Under the new arrangements it was 
decreed that for the loss of an eye or a limb in 
action, or for similar losses from wounds received 
within five years of the actions, a — 

Lieutenant General should receive - XiOO a-year. 
Major • General or Officers holding 

equivalent rank • - - 850 

Colonel - • „ . 800 

Major Commanding ^ • 250 

Major - - „ - 200 

Captain • • ^ . lOO 

Lieatenant • f» - 75 

Cornet - - „ - 50 

About the same time with the establishment of 
these new rates of pensioA the price of a Cometoy 
in the Cavalry was reduced from 860Z. to 450Z. — 
the same as the price of an Infantry commission. 

The year 1861 was not altogether undistin- 
guished at home. A feeling had arisen that a 
traffic in Military Commissions was unworthy of 
the Service, and, although the nation was indis* 
posed to sanction the outlay of several millions 
sterling to procure the abolition of the purchase 
system in the Army, there was no reason why a 
commerce should still be carried on in those Corps 
which were essentially regarded as the personal 
attendants upon the Sovereign on state occasions. 
A decree accordingly went forth that thereafter 
the purchase of companies in the Corps of Gentle- 
men-at-Arms and Yeomen of the Ghiard should 
cease, and that for the future no one should be 
admitted to either Corps who was not an Officer 
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of the Army of good service, and on either full or 
half-pay. 

The .same year will always be memorable in 
the annals of the British Army for the esta- 
blishment of the Soldiers* Institute at Chatham. 
In 1856 the project for the formation of such 
an institute was first brought forward. Lord 
Hardinge promised to consider it, but his death 
prevented the accomplishment of that, purpose. 
Lord Panmure was subsequently addressed on the 
subject^ and he went the lengUi of directing the 
preparation of an estimate of the expense of 
erecting a building in connection with the Garri- 
son library, for the purposes of the institute. 
Funds, however, were wanting to meet the ex- 
pense, and the project again continued in abeyance 
until 1860, when Lord Herbert, then Secretarv of 
State for War, sanctioned a donation of 2,000{. 
towards the erection of the portion of the build- 
ing that might be used as the library establish- 
ment of the institute, and the remainder of the 
requisite funds was obtained by appeals for private 
subscriptions, which were very generally responded 
to. The erection of the building commenced in 
1861, and by the 2nd of July, 1862, the furni- 
ture, games, and fittings being ready, the institute 
was opened in due form by Major-General Eyre^ 
commanding the Garrison of Chatham. A large 
concourse of persons assembled in the lecture 
theatre, which is calculated to hold 450 peraons, 
and the General thus addressed the soldiers : 

*' Soldiers,— I am asked to come here to-day to 
welcome you to this your new building. I do so 
with the greatest pleasure, and I most heartily 
hope it will prove a real source of enjoyment to 
all of you. I am sure I need scarcely tell you 
that in the present day there is no dass in this 
country whose improvement, comfort, and general 
welfare are so much thought of and cared for, 
and so anxiously desired, as the soldiers of our 
Army, and, I may add, the sailors of our Navy. 
Committees have. been appointed by the Govern- 
ment, and are almost duly sitting and watching 
over your interests, and considering everything 
that will tend to your improvement ; and this very 
building, in which we are now assembled, is one 
result of the anxiety of the Government and the 
public for your comfort. I suppose most, if not 
all of you, know the origin and object of this 
institution, but in case any of you should not^ I 
will just say that the original design of its pro- 
moters was to provide a respectable place of com. 
fort, in which every kind of recreation and harm- 
less amusement might be provided for that nume- 
rous class of non-commissioned officers and men 
who complained that at Chatham, more than at 
any other station, they found themselves absolutely 
losty whenever they left their own rooms, and thai 
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in searcHii^ for some rational amnsement they 
had no place to turn to but the canteen in the 
barracks, orthe publio-hoase oat of barracks. Well, 
in order to remedy this, the Government gave a 
sum of 2,000/. to be entrusted to a Oommittee 
towards erecting this dab, and that sum has been 
largely added to by sabscriptions. In fact, when 
this establishment is complete, and has everything 
in it which it is intended to contain, fally 5,000Z., 
and, indeed, more than that sam, will have been 
laid out upon it. Such, then, is the origin of this 
club. Here yon will be at home, and each mem- 
ber will have the same right to use his club as I 
have to ase mine. Here you will be free from 
every kind of restraint, except such restraint as 
all society in a civilised country is subjected to. 
The club, of course, like all others, will be 
governed by certain rules and regulations, but 
these will be few and reasonable, the number being 
purposely made few in order to show that confi- 
dence is placed in you." 

After saying a few words on the propriety of 
avoiding the sale of beer in the institute, Major- 
General Eyre concluded thus : 

" I am satisfied that the great majority of our 
soldiers are men of a high order, who long for the 
opportunity and this place to indulge their better 
tastes, and to improve those talents which some 
of you possess in a very high degree; talents 
which, if properly cultivated, may lead to your 
advancement, or, at all events, to your improve- 
ment. Well, here is just the. place such men 
want, and where all others who like it will find 
qaiet enjoyment and a variety of resources for 
their leisure. Here are eveTy description of 
amusing and instructive books, maps, pictures, 
papers, drawings, games, and almost all in-door 
and out-door games, plays, concerts, and amusing 
lectures, with the best refreshments at cost price. 
^ Here, also, you can receive your relations who 
come to see you from a distance. I have only now, 
by permission of His Royal Highness the Oom- 
mander-in -Chief, to declare this club open to the 
soldiers of the Army who like to profit by the 
many advantages it offers to them, and on his 
behidf I wish it every success, and all of you great 
enjoyment of it" 

In the few years that have elapsed nnce the 
Institute was opened, its funds have greatly in- 
creased, and its popularity has extended. It proved 
the forerunner and example of similar institutions 
elsewhere, on a smaller scale, all of which have 
been a blessing to the British soldier. 

Eighteen hundred and sixty-one closed with an 
event which filled all Englimd with mourning. 
His Boyal Highness Prince Albert, the consort of 
the Queen, died after a sadden and brief illness. 



The high rank which the Prince held in the 
Army would alone have entitled the melancholy 
event to a record in this History, but, apart from 
that circumstance. His Boyal Highness had esta- 
blished the strongest claims to the love and respect 
of the nation by the unostentatious exercise of the 
noblest qualities that can adorn mankind. We 
have already seen with what modest dignity he 
declined to take upon himself the Oommand-in- 
Ohief of the British Army. He believed that as 
the honoured husband of the Sovereign Lady- 
Buler of the realm his duty lay in a constant 
attendance upon her person, and a devotion to her 
welfare. He was at once the exemplary husband 
and the wise counsellor. The education of the 
numerous children vouchsafed to him, and their 
cultivation of princely virtues, was likewise an 
object of his unceasing care. But he did not con- 
fine himself to the exerdse of purely domestic 
duties. Great Britain found in him an earnest 
patron and active promoter of all the great enter- 
prises which tended to its benefit. Education, 
agriculture, science,* the arts, the comfort of the 
poor, and tiie encouragement of the rich in the 
performance of generous ofiSces towards their less 
fortunate fellows, were the objects to which he 
unceasingly applied his time, his talents, and his 
means. In a word, he acquired the hearty love of 
Queen Victoria's people; and, when he passed 
away for ever, the public voice with one accord 
ratified the posthumous homage of the Poet Lau- 
reate, who inscribed his memory with the glorious 
title of 

Albbbt thb Good. 



OHAPTEB XLIIL 
Tn PaooRvss or Ikprovucknt in Gunhset. 

Allusion has already been made to the intro- 
duction of rified musketry into the British Army. 
The subject is, however, of so much interest and 
importance as to merit, in connection with the 
extraordinary advances that have been achieved 
in ordnance generally, a separate chapter, even 
at the expense of an interference with the chro- 
nological arrangement by which the writer has 
endeavoured to be guided. 

The repose which a nation enjoys after many 
years of war, if continued for a length of time, 
generally induces a state of lethargy which 
nothing but the renewed alarm of war can remove. 
And thus it was with England ; although there 
were some occasions on which she was called upon 
to employ her navies, as at Algiers, Navarino, the 
operations on the coast of 8yxia^ and some other 



286 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



[i867. 



\ 



minor wars, still for upwards of twenty-flve years 
after the treaty of Paris, which was believed to 
ensure anlimited peace to all the world, England 
was in a state of lethargy as regards munitions of 
war. The old Brown Bess, with its heavy flint- 
lock, was looked upon by military men with 
religious veneration ; it had won for us almost 
oountlesa victories through long dreary years 
of strife, and could it not accomplish the same 
good purposes again? Indeed, the Military 
magnates of the day would have considered 
it heresy to doubt the perfect efficiency of the 
flint-lock musket (or "flre-lock," as it was 
sometimes called), or the ponderous pistol of 
the heavy Dragoon The same supineness existed 
in regard to the heavier arms. Had not the old 
nine-pounder gone a long way towards winning 
Waterloo and scores of fights before ? It was true 
that its range' was feeble, its trail heavy, and its 
limber unwieldy, but still it was speaking for 
itself in the work it had done. Again, the 
heavier battering ordnance — ^had it not done its 
duty well and truly at many a successful siege, 
and with a peace millennium before us, would it 
not do for our day at least ? And so also with the 
Navy. The old 32, the smart 24, the ringing 18, 
had they not fought Trafalgar, St Vincent, 
Oopenhagen, the Nile ? It is true there was that 
ugly carronade which, in an evil hour for the 
service, Oaptain Trollope, of the Glatton, had* by 
accident as it were, raised up into notice, and which 
it is believed was generally viewed with dislike in 
the Navy as a very defective arm. But with all 
its faults it was believed it would serve the day 
in the long peace before the nation. Even 
well into the years of the Forties we find ships 
armed with carronades. This state of things, 
however, could not continue. A spirit of improve- 
ment appeared to be suddenly shed over us. The 
advent of that mighty innovator *' steam " to 
marine propulsion, and its application to war ships, 
aroused us from our slumbers to enter upon that 
great campaign of scientific improvement which 
has so prominently marked the last thirty years. 
The discovery was soon made that a better method 
of exploding the charge of a musket could be 
, provided than the old flint and hammer. About 
the same time that the introduction of percussion 
locks upon our muskets was determined upon, it 
was found that our new steam war-ships required 
a new and more powerful description of guns than 
had hitherto been used, both as regarded the guns 
themselves, and the manner of mounting and 
working them. At about the same time, the late 
Sir William Snow Harris made those valuable dis- 
coveries regarding the conduction of electricity 
down the masts and through the bottoms of ships, 
which have since conduced so much to their 
safety. It may be then viewed that steam, mag- 



netism, and detonating powder were the three 
elements, if they may be so called, which came 
nearly together to rouse us from our slumbers, and 
bid us look to our arms — ^three mighty elements, 
too, which have since acted such important parts 
in the mechanical revolution, civil and Military, 
upon which we have entered. In the same 
slow manner in which all great changes occur, the 
transition from the old flint musket to the percus- 
sion gun was not arrived at at once. Firstly, one 
or two Begiments were armed with the now fire- 
lock ; for, curiously enough, it still was sometimes 
known by that name ; then, as confidence in the per- 
cussion lock became established, other Corps were 
armed with it, until about the year 1840 the change 
had been completed so far as concerned the soldiers 
of the regular English Army. The percussion mus- 
ket was not completely introduced in the Indian 
Army for some years afterwards; many of the 
Indian Corps at the first Chinese war were armed 
with the flint musket. But old Brown Bess was 
to go through a greater change yet.^ The -increased 
range and precision of flre of rifled guns had been 
.long known, and two Begiments (the 60th and 
the Bifle Brigade) of the British Army had been 
armed with rifled carbines. The known efficiency 
and power of these two Corps raised the question 
of the expediency of extending the use of the 
rifle in the British Army. A gun that could 
be used with almost unerring aim at 800 yards was 
certainly immeasurably more valuable than one 
whose powers of destruction were limited to 
somewhere about 400 yards; and however con- 
siderable the cost of the rifle might be over 
that of the smooth-bore, the rulers of the day 
arrived at a wise decision in giving the final 
death-blow to the old revered Brown Bess, and 
substituting for it the Enfield rifle. With this 
improved arm it is possible that the English 
Army would have been contented, in spite of the 
superior powers of the Prussian breech-loading 
needle-gun, which was then creating much atten- 
tion, if our slumber had not been roused to the 
astounding effect of the breech-loading gun on 
the bloody fields of Eoniggratz.* The question of 
retaining the muzzle-loading musket in face of 
the manifest advantages of the breech-loadmg 
rifle could not be entertained for one moment, and 
once more the small arms of the British In- 
fant 17 had to undergo a change, as fast as 
Government could make the necessary arrange- 
ments for the purpose. The conversion of the 
Enfield muzzle-loading rifle to what is known as 
the ** Snider" was not effected until about the 
year 1867, when the muzzle-loader had oeased 
to exist, except amongst the carbines of the 
Boyal Artillery or Militia. So much for the 

* In the Pnusian war with Austria in 1866. 
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small annB of the Britiflh Army, and now of tbe 
Artillery. 

The resiBianoe of Sebastopol to the guns of the 
Allies (in 1855-56) directed the attention of the 
French GoTemment to the construction of a 
description of artillery that should prove more 
efiQcacious than any that had been used in the 
memorable siege. Bifled cannon (canon raye) 
were found by experiment to be more efficient and 
capable of a greater range and more decided 
accuracy than the smooth-bore guns ; and nothing 
was needed but opportunity to prove that the 
nation possessed of such a description of artillexy 
was more likely to crop fortune in the field than the 
State which should adhere to the old-fashioned 
weapon. France found the opportunity, in 1859, 
when, associated with Sardinia, she made war 
with Austria, and in the memorable battles on the 
Ticino and the Po signally defeated her opponents 
in a few hours, and compelled them to a treaty 
which gave material advantages to the Emperor 
of the French and his confederate. 

A perfect panic was aroused in England by this 
manifestation of the new power which her ancient 
foe had acquired. With a statesmanlike prompti- 
tude that did honour to his sagacity and patriotism, 
Lord Palmerston, then Prime Minister, imme- 
diately appointed a Boyal Commission to inquire 
into the state of the national defences. The 
Seport of the Oommissioners recommended the 
outlay of nine millions sterling upon the fortifi- 
cations of Portsmouth, Plymouth, Pembroke, 
Portland, Chatham, Woolwich, Dover, and Cork. 
Lord P^merston secured the assent of the House 
of Commons, and several contracts were at once 
entered into in 1860 for the purpose of placing 
an sBgis around the British coasts. In the mean- 
while vast improvements were taking place in the 
structure of cannon on both sides of the Channel 
and across the Atlantic. A Mr Armstrong — a 
civil engineer of rare ability, whose talents and 
services procured for him the honour of Knight- 
hood and official employment under the Qovem- 
ment— produced a wrought-irongun* of tremendous 

* It 18 the indispensable condition of a good and 
effective rifled-gnn that it shoald be made of tbe best 
material. The strain upon it from the explosive force 
required to give its projectile a doable motion (the 
longitudinal and the rotatory^ is such that it must fulfil 
every condition of strength, both in the character and 
<]^uality of its material, and in the mode of its constmc- 
iion. Oast-iron is comparatiyely worthless for its com- 
position,- and should not be tolerated now that the mode 
of its manufacture out of wrought-iron has been dis- 
covered. Before this it was a necessity. Indeed, cast- 
iron is emphatically a base metal, at least, where 
strength and reliance are required. It is only a sort of 
potterv, having no fibrous or tenacious properties. 
Treacherous, uncertain, granulous, and brittle, its 
cheapness is the only apology for its use. In all the 
forms of its manufacture — utensils and implements, 
fixture and furniture, fastening and hinge — it is con- 



calibre, which embraced the principle of loading 
at the breech t previously applied to the rifie- 
musket. Mr Whitworth, of Manchester, another 
engineer of distinguished talent, rivalled Sir W. 
Armstrong in the manufacture of a muzzle loading 
rified-cannon.f In justice to the country and to 
the manufacturers, numerous trials were made of 
the relative powers of the new ordnance, but these 
trials left it doubtful, down to 1863, which of the 
two sjTstoms was the most efficacious, regard being 
had to all the conditions of utility, safety, 
rapidity, accuracy, endurance, and facility of 
transport. The enormous expense of the engines 
of war thus tested (each gun costing 700Z.) indis- 
posed the Government to changes after a contract 
had been^ given to Sir W. Armstrong, whose 
breech-loaders found favour with the Services of 
the country, and at this hour his gun is the recog- 
nised implement of the Artillery. But it cannot 
continue to occupy its present advanced position. 
Becent experiments have shown that heavier 
metal is necessary than even 12 in. 2d-ton rifled- 
guns, throwing a 600 lb. elongated projectile with 
a charge of 76 lbs. of powder. The masonry of 
fortifications, and the wood of the most renowned 
floating ** walls," splintering into fragments when 
assailed by Armstrongs and Whitworths, iron 
shields were designed to cover the works of the 
principal fortresses and the sides of our magnifi- 
cent men-of-war. But a fierce competiMon as to 
the relative cap»nties of the projectiles and the 
iron-armour soon established the feebleness of the 
latter, and invention has been racked to strengthen 
the panoply until it should exhibit a perfect capa- 
bility of resistance. 

Ajid now we arrive at an epoch in which the 
history of the armaments of the Land Service and 
Navy are curiously blended. So long as Land 

tinuall;^ breaking and requiring replacement. Espe- 
cially is it unfit for cannon, in regard to which safety 
from explosion is a vital consideration. It has neither 
the requisite degree nor uniformity of strength. And 
this defect is not remedied by increasing the size of the 
gun '; for, beside that it thus becomes cumbersome and 
unwieldy, increase of size does not give corresponding 
increase of strength. In a gun of great thickness the 
interior is expanded by the heat of the discharge, while 
the exterior is unaffected by it. Consequently the strain 
is not equally diffused; and, as the expansive force 
when reaching a certain point must find vent, explosion 
ensues ; in which case cast-iron flies into fragments, 
while the wrought-iron gun, if it should burst, is rather 
torn than broken. There is also no certainty in the 
cast-iron sun. It may be tested by the requisite 
number of charges, and at the next firing explosion 
ensue. The difference between the two gun's is the 
same as between a cut nail and a screw. Bronze, which 
answers so well for the smooth-bore gun, fails for the 
rifled ; as, from the softness of the metal, the grooves 
are so worn as not to give the required accuracy of 
spiral motion to the projectile. Cast-steel is perhaps 
the best metal for small rifled-cannon. 

t See Appendix. 
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Service garrison gnns liad only to pierce the sides 
of woodeb ships, the penetrating power of gons 
was well known, and every confidence was reposed 
in oar 82 and 68 ponnders, chiefly forming the 
armaments of our land defences ; • bnt when oar 
wooden walls were no longer held to be tenable, 
and the sides of oar war-ships were for the 
f ature to be clad in massive plates of wroaght- 
iron, a mighty revolation was thenceforth initiated 
in great gans.* With the comparatively thin 
plates with which oar first iron-clad ships were 
covered (plates 8^ to 4 inches thick), the bid 68- 
poonder for some time was triamphant, and great 
was the exaltation of enthasiastic ganners over 
the penetrating power of the weapon. Bat when 
inch apon inch was added to the iron covering 
of oar ships, the necessity became apparent that a 
new and far more powerful gun than had ever 
before existed was absolutely required, and that 
could only be obtained by greater size and rifled 
projectiles. Experiments of active force on the 
one side, and passive strength on the other, were 
made at Shoeburyness during the sanunerof 1868. 
A representative section of the forts in coarse of 
erection in the rear of Plymouth breakwater and 
at Beimuda was raised for experiment, and against 

* Let ns here offer a tribate to the memoiy of Mr 
James ChAlmeiti, the civil engiDeer, to whom the idea 
of the iron-plated ships is dae. He hroagbt Edglsnd 
under a debt of gratitude to him for his invention of the 
** target.*' In 1868 he began to in torest himself more 
particularly in making improvements in armonf^ for 
ships and forts, and from that date to the day of his pre- 
mature and untimely death he gave himself unreservedly, 
and without a day's intermission, to this important sub- 
ject. Many nights were earnestly given to the working 
out of plana and calculations. It was to Mr Ohalmers a 
passion, as he saw plainly enough its importance in 
modem warfare. His trial of the ** target " that he bad 
spent so much time, and thought, and money upon, was 
made at Shoeburyness in 18G8, and was a complete 
success. The "Iron Plato Committee," appointed by 
the House of Commons to investigate the subject, stated 
in their o£Bcial report, that ** no other target designed 
for Naval purposes has resisted a similar weight of shot 
with so little injury." The improvements were, many of 
them, at once adopted by the authorities at the Admiralty, 
both in the building of ships of war, and also for defend- 
ing forts. Almost every day, for years, did Mr Chalmers 
visit the Admiralty; and unnumbered were the plans and 
diagrams, with carefully prepared specifications, which 
he drew up with his own hands and weary head to illus- 
trate his various plans. He was acknowledged at the 
Admiralty, and by the various ship builders, as the man 
who possessed the greatest amount of practical knowledge 
of armour-plating in England. Mr Chalmers published a 
work on ' Armour for Ships and Forts,' in 1865, which 
was not only extensively resd and carefully studied in our 
country, but was also sought after eagerly by the Conti- 
nental Oovemmente, as well aa by our friends on the 
other side of the Atlantic. It was everywhere conceded 
that Mr Chalmers bad the most thorough knowledge of 
the subject, *nd that he was perfectly acquainted with the 
relative merits and demerite of all the various targete ; 
and also of the terrible projectiles by which their 
resistance was tasted. 



this massive wall the most powerful artillery 
bronght to bear. The Plymouth fort was the first 
defensive work ever erected which presents to an 
enemy a wall of iron alone withoat masonry or 
earth being visible at any point. It is designed to 
carry eighteen 10-inch gnns, each throwing a 
400 lb. shot with 60 lbs. of powder, and the outer 
wall, which is composed purely of iron, has a 
thickness of fifteen inches on the seaward side, 
made up of three layers of iron, each five inches 
thick. The outer layer is formed of plates placed 
horizontally — ^the middle layer of planks, or veiy 
narrow plates, placed yertically — ^the inner of 
plates laid horizontally. This triple layer of 5- 
inch iron is supported inside by Tertical iroD 
standards 3 feet 9 inches apart, except at the 
embrasures, where there is an interval of 7 feet 
6 inches between those on each side. Palliser 
l>olte (named after Major Palliser, a yeiy skilful 
Officer, who has successfully advocated the use of 
diilled round shot) fasten the plates and standards 
together, being nutted on the inside. The most 
potent battery of guns ever yet assembled together 
was brought to bear against the structure. Three 
days were spent in attempts to destroy itw The 
first day's firing was from the English 12-inck 
23-ton gun, and an American I5-indi gun, con- 
structed by a Mr Bodman. A portion of the tazget 
had been strengthened by the super-position of aa 
additional 5-inch plate on the outside, and against 
this were fired three rounds from the Elnglid^ and 
two from the American gun. The general resolt 
of these five rounds was to show considerable 
damage to the structure. On the second and third 
days still further damage was done to the target. 
A salvo from the two pieces of ordnance would 
probably have demolished it altogether. But it 
was very evident that forts thus armed would, 
with the addition of some backing, offer a for- 
midable resistance to the fire of guns of lesser 
calibre if an enemy should venture to attack them 
with inferior artillery. This, however, is an 
eyentuality on which we must not calculate, for 
it became notorious that other nations of Military 
renown were preparing guns of 15 and even 30 
inches. At the same time our own artificers were 
industriously engaged in improving and enlarging 
their own inventions. 

The struggle which now commenced between 
the penetrating power of guns on the one side 
and the resisting power of iron plates on the other, 
to which allusion has already been made, involved 
a curious identity of interest between the guns 
for ship service and those for land service. What 
was good for the battery was also good for the 
ship. Both guns were called upon to pierce and 
tear the massive iron plates. It was to the Navy 
that the credit may be given for taking the 
initiative in this great race. About the year 
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1865 a 8inootb-bore 10-inch gan, weighing 12^ 
tons, and throwing a spherical shot of 150 lbs. in 
weight, was pat on board the Excellent, ganneiy- 
ship, for trial and experiment. This gon was 
mounted on what is known in the Land Service 
Artillery as a traversing platform. The gan ran 
in and out on its carriage upon slides, supported 
on rollers or trucks and confined to the ship's side 
by a radius bar. No mechanical means for work- 
ing this gun were provided further than the ordi- 
nary taddes and handspikes. At this juncture 
the assistance of a gentleman who had already 
rendered singulai^ service to the nautical world at 
large in his invention for reefing the topsails of 
ships from the deck, appears to have been sought 
by the Admiralty to help in the transition state 
at which gunnery had evidently arrived. This 
gentleman was Mr Henry D. P. Cunningham 
(now Major of the Hampshire Artillery), a 
j>er8on of remarkable inventive talent, who, besides 
the maritime. . contrivance to which we have 
alluded, and which alone will serve to immortalise 
his name, had produced many other valuable 
inventions. Indeed, he had been a worker in 
gunnery improvement so far back as 1849. .We 
find Air Cunningham attending the Ordnance 
Select Conmiittee at Woolwich with a plan of 
a breech-loading gun which had been originated 
through a dreadful accident which he had wit- 
nessed of a man having been blown to pieces in 
loading on board of a ship-of-war, the President, 
in which Mr Cunningham was serving as the 
Admiral's secretary. This plan of a breech-load- 
ing gun was accompanied by another most in- 
genious scheme for checking the recoil of a gun 
by the action of air, and economising or collecting 
the force of recoil and applying it to run the gun 
out again. 

With the means originally provided for travers- 
ing the 12j^ton gun put on board the Excellent, 
twenty men are required ; that is, ten men on 
each side to move the gun round reciprocally, and 
it further required twenty-six men to run the gun 
in or back ; both operations occupying upwards of 
three minutes of time. By the means applied by 
Mr Cunningham, this heavy gun was traversed by 
one man in twelve seconds, and run back by four 
men in sixteen seconds. The charge for this gun 
was ,50 lbs. ; the initial velocity was of course con- 
siderable, and the result of impact of so heavy a 
projectile at any distance within COO yards of 
range was very destructive. But still something 
more was to be arrived at. This gun had only 
initiated the race between guns and armour-plates. 
Heavier projectiles to fly through the air with 
increased velocity and corresponding deadly powers 
•were called for, and these could only be attained 
by rifling the guns and elongating the projectiles. 
It hadbeen already determined upon that to bear 



the initial strain of large charges, and especially 
with rifled guns and elongated shot, guns could no 
longer be made of cast iron. A chief feature in 
Sir William Armstrong's gunnery improvements 
was the manufacture of wrought-iron guns on the 
coil principle. Henceforth, then, the guns were 
to be of wrought-iron — a costly change to enter 
upon ; but it was unavoidable. The next practical 
question to be determined was the form of rifling, 
and the method of imparting the rotatory motion to 
the projectile from the rifled twist of the gun. 
Bir William Armstrong coated his projectile with 
lead, which, in cutting its way through the rifled 
grooving of the bore, imparted the necessary rota- 
tion to the projectile. Messrs Lancaster, Scott, 
and Whitworth likewise had their respective rifling 
systems, and differing from each other. While 
these advances had been made in ship gunnery, 
guns for land service had been increasing in size. 
In 1865 rifled guns of 23-ton8 weight and 18- 
inch bore, throwing a shot of 600 lbs., were 
manufactured and tried at Bhoeburyness. The 
difficulties of moving these guns about for the 
necessary operations of loading and traversing was 
great, and again Mr Cunningham appears to have 
come to the rescue, as in 1866. Frequent mention 
of his doings with a 23 -ton gun, mounted at 
Southsea Castle, is recorded in the journals of the 
day, and, what appears marvellous, by the " Cun- . 
ningham gear" this ponderous gun was, and 
indeed can still be, traversed by one man ; in fact, 
in one of the inspections it is recorded that a boy, 
ten years old, actually traversed the gun. One of 
the great advantages obtained by thus being able 
to lay the gun with so few men (the single man 
who traversed being completely under cover of the 
gun) was the protection adOforded to the gunne^rs, by 
sofewbeingexposed to shot entering the embrasures 
of fortresses and batteries. It is mentioned in 
these notices of the trials of Mr Cunningham's 
invention that a steam vessel was sent out to pass 
backwards and forwards, so as to ascertain the 
power of following an enemy's ship passing up 
the harbour channel at 200 yards, when it was 
found that one man could follow the vessel with 
perfect ease, and with a large amount of surplus 
speed in favour of the traversing gear. Shortly 
after the completion of the Southsea gun, Mr 
Cunningham appears to have been engaged in 
fitting other heavy guns (25-ton) with his tra- 
yersing gear, and mounted upon a central pivot 
platform. 

In a word Mr Cunningham proved so thoroughly 
the perfect efficiency of his system of traversing 
guns, affording protection to the gunners, and 
otherwise simplifying the* working of the guns, 
that the Ordnance Select Committee unhesitat- 
ingly recommended it for adoption in the Service ; 
and, accordingly, in December, 1868, the Secre- 

2 P 
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taiy of State for War caused the recommendation 
to be carried oat. As with the difficulty of 
moving the new heavy gan about arose the diffi- 
culty of manipulating the projectiles, we find Mr 
Cunningham supplying the Service in this import- 
ant direction, and equipping a 25 -ton gun at 
Shoeburyness mounted on a turn-table with a 
system for facilitating tHe transportation and con- 
veyance of the projectiles to the bore of the gun. 
The invention appears to have consisted of an 
over-head shot railway, a peculiar construction 
upon which the projectile was raised some dis- 
tance in the rear of the gun, and then conveyed 
with the greatest possible ease round to the 
muzzle. A shot sling was also provided of sin- 
gularly simple and efficient construction, by which 
the projectile was gripped and lifted up, and in 
connection with this was a carriage or barrow by 
which the projectile was raised from the gun, and 
conveyed to «the lifting-point at the railway. The 
use of Mr Ounningham*s plans reduced the labour 
and time expended in loading this large gun to a 
very great extent. All these plans were sub- 
sequently applied to a new battery established on 
the south-west coast of England. 

It would be gratifjring to the historian if he 
could add that a large gratuity reyvarded the 
efforts of Major Ounningham, of the Hampshire 
Artillery, to serve his country and economise the 
toil and the risks incidental to Naval and Military 
Artillery ; but it is not recorded that any pecu- 
niary consideration was awarded to his successful 
efforts. In any other than the British Service we 
should find him in the list of rewarded and deco- 
rated soldiers. 

Ooevally with Mr Cunningham's later labours^ 
Captain A. Moncrieff, of the Edinburgh Militia 
Artillery, invented a plan for raising guns in a few 
moments above the decks of ships and parapets 
of fortresses, and as rapidly lowering them, so as 
to protect the guns and gunners from molestation 
by the fire of an enemy. This scheme for mask- 
ing a piece of ordnance and its position until it 
should be required for actual use, received the 
approbation and concurrence of many of the most 
distinguished Naval and Engineer Officers, and 
the Government recognised the inventive powers 
of Captain Moncrieff by a handsome award. 
Other men have similarly received marks of the 
approbation and thankfulness of the Government, 
which only excites surprise that Major Cunning- 
ham and General Boxer (the ingenious author of 
many improvements in projectiles and of the car- 
tridge which bears his name, famous for the signal 
service it rendered in the Crimea) should have 
experienced neglect — and in the instance of the 
latter Officer, something worse than neglect. 

Contemporaneously with Captain Moncrieff's 
invention a singularly destructive weapon, to 



which the French have given the name of the 
mitrailleur, came upon the tapis. Bumoar had 
assigned to it certain extraordinary properties, 
and its action in a battle between the French 
and Prussians at Saarbruck stimulated English 
curiosity as to the importance of its adoption m 
the British Service. Believing it to be at least 
worth a trial, the British Government made 
choice of one out of three or four kinds of mitrail- 
leur, and caused it to be subjected to experiment 
at Shoeburyness. It was brought into action at 
the opening of the practice, at a range of 400 
yards with a total of 178 hits in the five 
rounds. The time was limited to two minutes. 
The filing was slow, after the manner of file 
firing, and the gun, by means of the apparatus at 
the breech, was moved slowly from left to right, 
so as to cover the 270 feet of tai^^ting. 178 
hits out of 185 shots was not bad work, and it 
was better, no doubt, than could have been accom. 
plished if the three men who are necessary to 
the working of the piece had been shooting with 
the Snider. To this succeeded some practioe with 
a breech-loader (12 -pounder) and the Indian 
field-piece (9 -lb. muzzle-loader) with case shot. 
These canisters of bullets did much mischief 
where they took effect, and the pieoee were so weU 
handled that nine rounds were fired with the Im- 
pounder, and as many as eleven with the other, 
in the allotted two minutes. The remainder of 
the day was devoted to a repetition of the pre- 
vious experiments, but not against time. This 
deliberate practice was enjoined in order to elimi- 
nate failures due to premature or bad fnaes, or 
other unforeseen causes. At 400 yards the mi- 
trailleur fired five rounds in 3 min. 50 sec, the 
result bemg 177 hiU out of 185 shots. At 500 
yards 1 72 hits were produced by the same number 
of rounds, the time being 2 min. 55 sec. At 600 
yards the hits were 170, and the time 1 min. 55 
sees. A yoUey was then fired at 800 yards, when 
the hits were 106, and the time 1 min. 45 secs^ 
This was the smartest firing of the series. The 
field-guns were pitted against the mitrailknr, 
but with one exception the new-comer produced 
the greatest number of hits. The exception was 
the nine-pounder, which with charges of case shot 
registered 236 hits, but it should not be over- 
looked that each case contained 63 bullets, and 
that therefore during the round 315 shots were 
projected. The weapon itself may be thoa 
described : 

The Montigny mitnullear may be briefly styled a 
breeoh-loading compoand rifle, the barrel of wldeh is 
composed of thirty-seven rifled barrels, about the die of 
ordinary musket barrels. These are made bexagonal upon 
their exterior surfaces, and are thus fitted together into a 
polygon mass, which is encloeed in a cylindrioal iron eaae^ 
forming the whole series into one weapon. These barrels 
are open at their breech ends, and when tiiehreeeh-bloek 
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Ib drawn back a metal plate, containing thlrty-aeven 
Gentral>fire cartridges, is inserted. The breech-block, 
which contains the firing apparatus, is then pnshed for- 
ward by a powerful lever, and the cartridges are forced 
into the obambors of the barrels. The firing apparatus is 
thus oonstituted : — Thete are thirty-seven pistons or 
strikers, actuated by separate spiral springs, which fire 
the cartridges ; these springs are put in tension by the 
dosing of the breech-block, and are liberated by the de- 
scent of a serrated shutter. In this way, if the motion 
be quick, practically a volley results, but, according as the 
firing lever is worked slower, so something like rapid file 
firing and single shots can be made, and with this ad- 
vantage, that the mitrailleur barrel, having a horizontal 
motion, can be made to traverse in its direction along the 
whole front of an advancing column. The present 
mitrailleur is mounted on an ordinary wood field-earriage, 
and it is therefore more steady and less subject to recoil 
than it would be if on a lighter carriage suitable for its 
more handy transport, in combination with Infantry move- 
ments. This, perhaps, matters little at the present stage 
of the trials, although hereafter, if the divergence Iw- 
tween the mitrailleur and its field artillery competitors be 
not very large, it may be desirable to see it tried with its 
special and appropriate equipments. 

Akin to the improyementfl in ordnance are the 
inyentions and alterationB which have been made 
in projectiles. Canister, grape, shrapnell, chain 
shot, and round shot, are giving way to conical 
balls with detonating and propelling properties 
attached. The elongated bullet flies with greater 
certainty than the spherical, and makes a more 
deadly impression, besides being better adapted to 
the rifled bores of guns and small arms. But 
there are limits to human savagery, and the in- 
vention of an explosive bullet— 7a nfle -ball con- 
taining a charge of fulminating or ordinary 
powder in an interior cavity, and bursting on 
striking any object — ^was rejected by the leading 
Powers of Europe as altogethei: too destructive of 
life. The bullet had been in sporting use in 
India for some years, and was found to literally 
annihilate the animals which it strud^ The 
wound that it made was frightful — tearing away 
musde and integument, rending artery and 
vein, splintering bone, jagging and lacerating car- 
tilage and tendon — and filling the tissues involved 
in the lesion with the chemical products of the 
explosion. The terrible missile was offered to the 
Russian Government. The Emperor, horrified at 
its power, immediately opened a communication 
with the Prussian Government, and the result has 
been that the use of the bullet was rejected by all 
the European Powers as altogether too inhuman. 
It has been argued in favour of the missile that 
the more destructive weapons become the greater 
chance exists of rendering war unpopular and ulti- 
znately impossible. But it has been found that the 
issue of battles may be rapidly determined by 
temporarily disabling a foe, which, on the score of 
humanity, is more commendable than the act of 
utterly destroying him by the infliction of the 
most certain and ezomciating tortures. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

Addition to the Army of Twelve NoD'Purchase R(»^ments 
^ — Amalgamation of the Office of Secretary at War with 
that of Secretary of State for the War Department-^ 
Evacuation of the Ionian Islands — The 9l8t becomes a 
Highland Regiment— Abuses in Military Law — The 
Cases of Lieutenant-Oolonel Mansergh apd Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dawkins — An Amendment in the Mutiny Act, 
abolishing Corporal Punishment in the Army, 
passes in the House of Commons — ^The Subject Con- 
sidered — How the Character of the Army may be im- 
proved — The Purchase System discussed — Appoint- 
ment of a Commission on the Court-Martial Question. 

Besnming the thread of the general narrative, 
interrupted by the sketch of the progress of ord- 
nance, we find ourselves in 1862. The amalgama. 
Uon of .the Indian with the Boyal Army had 
given an addition of twelve Begunents, nine of 
Inf antxy and three of Cavalry, to the latter Force. 
The Infantry had belonged to the three Presi- 
dencies, and some of them had had considerable 
experience of war in India. Each enjoyed an 
excellent reputation for gallantry and discipline. 
The Bengal, Bombay, and Madras European 
Regiments, which had acquired the denomination 
of Fusiliers, were notably distinguished by their 
services. In February, 1862, they were trans- 
ferred to the. Line as non-j^rchase Be^ments, for 
none of the Officers who had served the East 
India Company had obtained their commissions by 
purchase. But the Officers were prohibited from 
selling their commissions. On the other hand, 
they were declared entitled to retain their claim 
to Indian pension, and all others were suffered 
to retire on full or half-pay. Officers joining 
purchase Begiments from the Indian Service 
were placed on the same footing, in all respects, 
with the Officers of such Begiments ; and all non- 
purchase Officers were granted the privilege of 
receiving an allowance on retirement of lOOL 
for each year's service, whether in the British or 
Indian Army, provided the total amount did not 
exceed the price of the Commission resigned. 

The year 1863 was one of the least eventful 
years in the History of the Army. Saving the 
passage of a Volunteer Act, which maintained the 
Force on a separate establishment, and relieved 
the Begiments of the cost of arms and ammuni- 
tion, the passage of the Begimental Debts Act, 
and the expressed determination of Parliament 
that all the duties, powers, and authorities of the 
Secretaiy at War should thereafter be laxercised 
by the Secretary of State, the year was abso- 
lutely barren of events of material Military 
interest. The following year was scarcely more 
momentous. Perhaps the most striking in- 
cident in 1864 was the cession of the seven 
Ionian Islands to the Greek Government. In 
1860 there were 4,276 British soldiers quar- 
tered on tiie different islands; in 1864 they 
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were withdrawn. During; the war of tlie 
French Bevolation the IslandB had, by a oUnae 
in the Treaty of Tikit, been handed over to the 
French by the Bussians. In 1809 they were, 
with the exception of Corfu, captured by the 
British. At Santa Maura the enemy made a 
gallant resistance, but was ultimately orerpowered 
by the British troops. By the Treaty of Paris, in 
1815, the islands were formed into a free and 
independent State, and were placed nnder the 
exclusive protection of the King of Great Britain.* 
The first man chosen for the post of Lord High 
Commissioner was General Sir Thomas Maitland ; 
his successors were sometimes civilians, some- 
times Military men. Among the latter were Sir 
Frederic Adam, Sir Howard Douglas, Lord Seaton 
(formerly Sir John Colbome), and Sir Henry K. 
Storks. Sir Frederic Adam's goremment was tar- 
nished by what appears to have been great injustice 
towards Colonel (afterwards General Sir Charles) 
Napier ; but it is admitted in other respects his 
rule was not discreditable to England. With all 
his faults he was a man of ability and energy. A 
statue and a diamond star costing 2,000L, voted 
by the Senate, proved that he had governed after 
a manner to satisfy the aristocracy of the islands. 
A similar compliment had, with the exception of 
the vote for a star, been paid to the memory of 
Sir Hiomas Maitland. Sir Howard Douglas had 
great difficulties to contend with. Appointed by 
a Conservative Ministry, he was expected by the 
people of the islands to carry out the measures 
introduced by a Liberal predecessor. He took the 
medium course,' and endeavoured to persuade a 
somewhat refractory Parliament to prosecute 
those measures which, he maintained, could 
alone prepare the* Ionian people for the pro- 

* For a full and extremely intereeting and well-written 
aceoont of the Ionian Islands from the earliest period to 
the cession of those islands to the Greek Government, the 
reader is referred to a work published by Chapman and 
Hall. It was edited by Visoonnt Kirkwall, who had been 
on the Staff of Sir Henry Ward, the seventh Lord High 
Commissioner, bnt we have reason to know that the work 
was written by Major-General Whittingham, CB., the 
aathor of an excellent volume on Bermuda, and of a 
Memoir of the General's gallant father, Sir Samford, to 
whom frequent reference has been made. At the time of 
the publication of the books on Bermuda and the Ionian 
Islands the General was a Regimental Commanding Offi- 
cer, and seems to have been governed by motives of 
etiquette and Military subordination in preserving a tem- 
porary incognito. But there is no necessity for our 
hiding his candle nnder a bushel. General W. has sketched 
with a certain picturesque vigour the history of the 
British government of the Ionian Islands, and has drawn 
with a ncile pen the characters of the several Lord 
High Commissioners. His descriptions of the islands 
and the manners of the people are likewise singularly 
vivid, and scattered throughout the volumes are anecdotes 
of noted and distinguished persons who have visited the 
islands at different times, or been more or less mixed up 
with the government* 



per dtBcihai^ of the arduous duties which 
free institutions impose. Sir Howard's hospi- 
tality was great but discriminative, and his 
pubUc expenditure so much in excess of that of 
his predecessor (Lord Nugent) that he left a very 
considerable deficit in the treasury. Lord 
Seaton succeeded to the office of Lord High Com- 
missioner after it had been temporarily held by a 
Liberal civilian. Ab a Conservative, he was ill- 
disposed to carry out the measures of his pre- 
decessor, which rather disappointed the people. 
Some of his measures, however, were of a deadedly 
useful tendency ; education and schools prospered 
nnder his sway, though he restrained the freedom 
of the press and any other form of ezpreeaon of 
public opinion. But when the French Revolution 
broke out in 1848 and found so many imitators in 
Germany, Italy, and Oreeoe, Lord Seaton all at 
once became an extremely liberal agitator. AU 
these chaoges unsettled the minds of the people 
of the Ionian Islands, and Cephalonia espedally 
became the scene of disturbances. An occa- 
sion was afforded, arising out of the operations of 
a conspiracy on the islands, for a piece of gaUantiy 
on the part of a British non-commissioned officer. 
Serjeant Luke DunnOi of the 86th Foot, with 
twenty-four men, resisted a large body of the 
hostile peasantry, who directed their fire solely at 
the soldiers. In the conflict two of the 36th 
were killed and two wounded. Dunne's gallant 
and prudent conduct was rewarded with a medal 
and a pension. Sir Henry Storks was the last 
Military man who held the post of Lord Hig^ 
Commissioner. During his government the 
Parliament of the islands decreed the union of 
the islands to the kingdom of Greece. The 
decree went forth in 1863, and in the following 
year, as has been said, the troops were withdrawn, 
having had no occasion for active employm^t 
between that period and 1815, excepting in the 
triffing instance recorded above. 

May 3rd, 1864, was a red-letter day in the 
annale of the 91st Beglment. From the month 
of March, 1859, until 1861, Colonel Bertie 
Gordon had vainly endeavoured to move the 
Duke of Cambridge to restore the nationality of 
the Begiment in title and costume. He then 
addressed His Grace the Duke of Argyll upon the 
subject, and after an active correspondence which 
lasted an entire twelvemonth, the Duke succeeded 
in carrying the point for which Colonel Gordon 
had been solicitous. The objection of the Duke 
of Cambridge to the change ^ught by the 91 si 
was founded upon the character of the recruitment 
of the Corps, which had in a great measure taken 
from it a Scottish hue; but Colonel Gordon 
having satisfied the authorities that the Begiment, 
by the exertions of the Becruiting Staff in Scoi- 
hmd, was rapidly acquiring a Highland |>ersoi»fie^ 
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Her Majesty, on the Srd of May, 1864, permitted 
the Begiment to resame the appellation of the 
9 let Argyllshire Highlanders, and to assume the 
dothing of a non-kilted Regiment of EQghlanders. 
The change was hailed with great delight by both 
men and Officers. 

The advanced state of education in the Army, 
the mildness of the discipline enforced by the 
Duke of Cambridge, and the high gentlemanlike 
feeling which had grown with the abolition of 
duelling, rendered Oonrts-Martial upon the Officers 
of the British Army very rare incidents during 
the two decades preceding 1870. Still, events 
occasionally took place which, involving infrac- 
tions or supposed infractions of the Articles of 
War, called for the operation of Military law, and, 
in their issue, demonstrated the necessity not only 
for some alterations and modi6cations in the 
practice and principles of Courts-Martial, but 
for some restrictions upon the arbitrary authority 
vested in the Commander-in-Chief as the delegate 
of the Sovereign. Two of these cases excited 
mudi discussion and disturbance ^ in Military 
circles. One of them referred to Major Man- 
sergh, of the 6th Foot ; the other to lieutenant- 
Colonel Dawkins, of the Coldstream Ghiards. 
Major Mansergh had proceeded with his Begiment 
to India during the mutiny, and soon after its 
arrival the Corps was ordered from Calcutta to 
Jugdespoor. Before t&e arrival of the Corps in 
India, Major Mansergh had applied for an ex- 
change or transfer to the 15th Foot, but as 
no official intelligence had been received of 
the fulfilment of his- wishes, he was still to 
all intents and purposes an Officer of the 
gallant and distinguished 6th. Colonel Barnes, 
however, who commanded the Begiment, had seen 
some mention in the public papers of the comple- 
tion of the transfer, and on this ground — cherish- 
ing hostile feelings against the Major on account 
of some disputes at the Cape of Good Hope — he 
issued an order inhibiting Major Mansergh's depar- 
ture with the Begiment. 

This was naturally . very mortifying to a 
high-spirited soldier anxious to be employed 
in the great emergency which had arisen. 
On Major Mansergh expostulating and showing 
that he had a clear right to go with his men, 
until his promotion appeared in General Orders, 
Colonel Barnes said he was to go with his men ; 
but, to prevent the arrangement, it is alleged that 
he went to the Assistant Adjutant-General and 
obtained, by special request, an extract from the 
' London Gazette ' announcing the exchange, and 
then issued a counter order to the effect that 
Major Mansergh was not to go, but to give 
over his company to another Officer. The head 
quarters left Fort William next morning for the 
frontier. 



On asking the Assistant Adjutant-General for a 
passage to England, Major Mansergh discovered 
the act of Colonel Barnes, which had deprived 
him of the opportunity of going on service with 
his old Corps, on which he wrote an offensive 
letter to Colonel Barnes, who was no longer his 
Commanding Officer. Colonel Barnes took the 
letter to the Assistant Adjutant-General, Major 
Mansergh was placed in arrest, and after soma 
months tried for '* grossly insubordinate conduct, 
highly unbecoming a Commissioned Officer, and 
subversive of military discipline." He pleaded 
" Not Guilty," on the ground that being struck 
off the strength of the Indian Establishment and 
of the Begiment, Colonel Barnes was not his 
superior Officer, and it was therefore no breach 
of discipline or military law to have written 
as he did. In this view he was borne out 
by the opinion of Mr (afterwards Mr Justice) 
Lush ; who declared that " Lord Clyde had no 
power to order a Court-Martial to be assembled to 
try Major Mansergh, and the Court so assembled 
was without wsurrant or authority to try him. 
The order issued by Major- General Hearsay con- 
vening the Court was illegal. There was, in the 
entire proceedings, a totel want of jurisdiction, 
and the charge did not describe any offence 
within the Articles of War, because, at the time 
the letter referred to in the charge was written. 
Colonel Barnes was not Major Mansergh's ' superior 
Officer ' within the meaning of the Mutiny Act 
and Articles of War." 

The result of the trial was that Major Man- 
sergh was '* dismissed Her Majesty's Service ; " 
but when it was communicated to Major Man* 
sergh, he at once protested against every part of 
the whole proceeding, from the first order of Col. 
Barnes to the confirming remarks, and appealed 
to the Judges of England. The Doke of Cam- 
bridge, however, decided the case ; and his decision 
was communicated in the following terms : "Horse 
Guards, 5th November, 1858.— His Boyal High, 
ness having carefully perused the statement of 
your' case, and having also had before him the 
proceedings of the General Court-Martial by which 
you were tried, has now commanded me to ao- 
quunt you that he cannot but fully concur in all 
the observations made by the Commander-in. 
Chief in India when confirming the sentence of 
the Court." 

As a matter of course, Major Mansergh was not 
satisfied by the decision ; he came to England, 
saw^His Boyal Highness, but failing to obtain a 
reversal of the sentence which had deprived him 
of his commission, he made an appeal to Sir George 
Comewall Lewis, the Secretary at War, and pro« 
cured an acknowledgment of the hardship and 
injustice with which the Major had been treated. 
In 1863 Major Mansergh was reinstated in hia 
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fonner rank in the Axtny, bat was sold oat in the 
game Gazette. 

The case of Lientenant-Oolonel Dawkins, of the 
Coldstream Gaards, which occorred in 1865, in- 
Tolyed a hardship and injustice greater than those 
which had been inflicted on Identenant-Oolonel 
Mansergh. The proceedings in the instance of the 
latter .0£Scer were manifestly illegal ; those which 
afflicted Lieutenant-Colonel Dawkins were not 
only in part illegal, but arbitrary in the extreme, 
because they triumphed over the law, and involTed 
a denial of simple justice. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dawkins entered the Army in 1844. He appears 
to hare been an Officer of considerable ability 
and steady conduct, strengthened by professionid 
attainments, to which there is confessedly no 
royal road. He lived in harmony with his brother 
Officers with two or three exceptions, and these 
were seniors to himself, and gifted with no great 
redundance of the auavUer in modo, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dawkins happened, in the year 1859, to 
be absent on leave on the Continent, and was too 
late to be present at the half-yearly muster of the 
Begiment which he was summoned to attend. On 
his return home he was reproved by the Colonel 
in command of his Battalion in a tone calculated 
to irritate even a man of a singularly docile tem- 
perament. Lieutenant - Colonel Dawkins was 
always sufficiently alive to the duty and impor- 
tanoe of subordination, but the tone of reprimand 
employed by the Colonel of the Battalion wounded 
his high spirit, and he therefore appealed to the 
Commanding Officer of the Begiment, by whom 
the complaint was referred to the Major- General 
commanding the Brigade of Guards. The letter 
of complaint or remonstrance, instead of receiving 
the courteous and friendly attention the Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel had a right to expect, was treated 
as an act, in itself, of great insubordination, in- 
volving a flagrant proof of a quarrelsome disposi- 
tion. He was called upon to appear in the Bat- 
talion orderly-room, and when there he was 
desired to withdraw his letter and apologise for 
having written it. He was further told that he 
had quarrelled with every one in the Begiment, 
and deserved to be put under arrest. Such an 
imputation, false in fact and conclusion, was 
not calculated to allay the irritation caused by 
the previous proceedings, and the Lieutenant- 
Colonel refused to withdb-aw his complaint, with 
a single exception. But this did not satisfy the 
Commanding Officer of the Begiment, who 
appears to have addressed him an epistolary 
rebuke of an unusual character among gentlemen 
accustomed to observe the amenities of life 
towards each other. A year subsequent to these 
pitiful occurrences there was a misunderstanding 
between Lieutenant-Colonel Pawkins and the 
Adjutant of the Begiment respecting the mis- 



carriage of a letter which, as it prevented 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dawkins from beinff present 
at one of Her Majesty's balls, naturaSy caused 
him much annoyance. He expressed himself 
warmly on the subject in a letter to the Adjutant. 
This led to another summons to appear befove the 
Colonel of the Brigade, and to lus being repre- 
hended, by him in warm and irritating language 
for obstinacy and intemperance. Such an exercise 
of authority was not calculated to promote a s«i« 
timent of cordiality towards the Commanding 
Officer, and accordingly, when the parties again 
met in a mess tent, the familiar salutation of the 
Senior Officer (" How are you, Dawkins f ) was 
acknowledged by a formal Military salute. For 
this peccadillo, Lieutenant-Colonel Dawkins 
actually placed under arrest, and the matter 
laid before His Boyal Highness the Field-Marshal 
Commanding-in-Chief. The Adjutant-General, 
by the Duke's command, called for an explanation 
01 what he termed '* a most unjustifiable act," 
and this being given in a manner to satisfy His 
Boyal Highness the arrest was removed ; but no 
attempt at reparation was made for the indignity 
put upon the Lieutenant-Colonel. The arrest 
had lasted for eleven days, which, be it remarked, 
was three days in excess of the time prescribed by 
the Articles of War as the maximum period of 
detention. Two years more elapse, and we find 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dawkins unwarrantably inter- 
fered with at the head of a wing of the Battation 
during a field-day. Bemonstrance led to fresh 
accusations of an infirmity of temper on the part 
of the Lieutenant-Colonel, and the assertion of 
the Commanding Officer of the Brigade (formeriy 
of the Battalion) that he was unfit to oommand| 
and should not be allowed to command in bar- 
racks or out of them so long as the Brigadier held 
his position. And this declaration was acted upon. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dawkins now demand^ a 
Court of Inquiry. His demand was acceded to, 
and the Court came to the conclusion that the 
refusal to let him command was unjustifiable, 
whereupon he was returned to his duty as Field 
Officer. 

The tissue of annoyances to which Lieutenant* 
Colonel Dawkins had been subjected led him to 
enter a protest against the conduct of his several 
senior Officers. In this protest he charged his 
persecutors with misrepresentations, insults, and 
illegal proceedings, and the consequence was that 
another Court of Inquiry was assembled in Feb- 
ruary, 1865, which, after hearing evidence, much of 
which exonerated the Lieutenant-Colonel from the 
imputation of captiousness, and a want of respect 
for authority, expressed an opinion that he had 
not substantiated his charges, and that his com- 
mand of a Battalion of Guards was not beneficial 
to the Service. The Beport of the Court being 



1867.] 



A Familiar History of the British Army. 



295 



laid before the illastriooB Pdnce commanding the 
Army, His Boyal HighnesSy after explicitly ad- 
mitting that there was nothing against Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dawkins's character or honour as a gentle- 
man, and that his statements as to false charges 
having been made against him were partly true, 
decided that it was not a case for a Oourt-Martial, 
but that, after the opinion come to by the Court 
of Inquiry, he could only give the Colonel the 
option of selling his comnussion or gobg on half- 

After some delay, and considerable but vain 
effort to induce the Secretary of State for War to 
afford him redress, Lieutenant-Colonel Dawkins 
elected to take the half-pay ; thus absolutely sacri- 
ficing from throe to four thousand pounds, the 
price he had paid for his commission, and ail the 
ulterior advantages arising from a continuance in 
the Service. 

It is unnecessary to follow Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dawkins through all the stages of his endeavours 
to obtain from the House of Commons or the 
Courts of Law redress and compensation for the 
wrong he endured. Neither one tribunal nor the 
other seems disposed to question the despotic 
power , of the cliief Military authority, and we 
thus find an Officer of distinguished service ruined 
by the decree of a Court of Inquiry, one of those 
extraordinary institutions which to a legal mind 
present the idea of a Star Chamber. ^ The pro- 
ceedings are conducted in private ; the Officers 
forming the Court are selected for the purpose, 
and there is no provision against their being inti- 
mately acquainted with the parties whose conduct 
Is to be inquired into ; they are irresponsible, and 
their opinion or decision is not subject to appeal 
to any superior tribunal, nor is that decision or 
opinion given in writing, or any copy allowed to 
be taken of it. The evidence is not given upon 
oath, and may be rejected or withheld at the will 
of the Court. Simmons, in his standard work 
upon Courts-Martial, describes a Court of Inquiry 
as being a Council rather than a Court, which any 
Officer in command may take advantage of to 
assist him in arriving at a correct conclusion on 
any subject, its main object being to enable him 
to arrive at such conclusion as to the necessity of 
convening a Court-Martial. 'Surely then,' he 
emphatically remarks, 'justice forbids investi- 
gation by a Court of Inquiry, which cannot, in any 
light, be considered a judicial body, there being 
no protection, by the solemnity of an oath, for the 
character of an Officer, however invidious the 
attack, and malicious accusations may be counte- 
nanced and prejudices fomented without the way 
being paved for trial.' " 

The case of Lieutenant-Colonel Dawkins has 
been justly termed ''a dismal burlesque and 
mockery of all law and justice.*' Such cases. 



however, like '' the toad, ugly and venomous, bear 
yet a precious jewel *' within them. They often 
awaken public attention to the defects of our 
Military system of law, and provoke a dis- 
cussion and agitation which ultimately lead to 
reform* 

How far the foregoing cases of wrong arising 
out of the unsettled state of British Military law 
may have led to the resolution of the Gbvem- 
ment to cause formal inquiries to be instituted 
into the operation of the Mutiny Act and Articles 
of War, it is not easy to declare. There were, 
however, other questions in connection with the 
discipline of the Force which called for serious 
consideration. The greatest optimists in the 
Army could not affirm that the siiiministration of 
our Military law was creditable either to the 
national common sense or our respect for the 
principles of jurisprudence which govern the ' 
civil Courts. The prisoner was placed at a serious 
disadvantage in a Military Court. All the 
machinery of the law was brought to bear against 
him. He was tied hand and foot, and if he was 
not a clever fellow and had a thoroughly good 
case, the ''finding " was sure to go against him. 
With this Ceurt-Martial question, too, was bound 
up the impoitant subject of corporal punishment. 
In the session of Parliament of 1867, Mr Otway, 
one of the Members for Chatham, contrived, when 
the Mutiny Act came under consideration, to 
obtain a majority of five on an amendment pro- 
viding that " no Court-Martial shall, for any 
offence whatever committed under this Act during 
a time of peace, within the Queen's dominions, 
have power to sentence any soldier to corporal 
punishment.*' One hundred and twenty-seven 
Members voted with Mr Otway, and one hundred 
and twenty-two against his amendment. No 
substitute punishment having been provided, it 
was hardly possible that practical effect could be 
given to the amendment in the then existing 
stage of the question. But after such a declara* 
tion by a majority of the House of Commons, 
supported by the fact that out of 26,000 men 
who had joined the Army in the current year only 
seventeen had incurred the penalty of personal 
chastLsement, it was impossible to suppose that 
the antiquated practice would be continued. It 
is a striking proof of the triumph of civilisation 
that, whereas at the present day men shudder at 
the infliction of fifty lashes — the maximum 
punishment -^ half -a-century ago their grand- 
fathers heard unnerved of 1,000 lashes being 
awarded in the interests of Military discipline. 
As a matter of history we may quote a para- 
graph from an exceedingly interesting volume 
of Beminiscences published by General Sir 
Qeorge Bell, who served in the Peninsalar 
War, and lived to hold a command in the 
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Orimea. He .is speaking of the career of the 
Army in the Peninsula: 

" Corporal punishment went on ereiy where the 
whole year round. Men were flogged for small 
offences, and for graver crimes flogged to death ; a 
thousand lashes were often awarded by Gourt-Mar- 
tial. I have seen men suffer 500 to 700 lashes before 
taken down, and blood running down into their 
shoes, and their backs flayed like raw red-chopped 
sausages. Some of these men bore this awful 
punishment without flinching for 200 or 300 
lashes, chewing a musket-ball or a bit of leather 
to prevent or stifle the cry of agony ; after that 
they did not seem to feel the same torture. Some- 
times the bead dropped over to one side and 
the lashing went on, the surgeon in attendance 
examining the patient at times to see what more 
' he could bear, and I did see with horror a prisoner 
receive 700 lashes before he was taken down." 

Thank God! such inhuman punishment belongs 
entirely to the past. 

It was not difScult to anticipate the effects of 
a system more in accordance with the enlightened 
spirit of the age. It was held to be probable, for 
example, that the abolition of corporal punishment 
would induce a better class of men to enter the 
Service, especially as the pay and rations of the 
soldier had recently undergone material improve- 
ment. During the time that General Peel held 
the office of Secretary of State in the War De- 
partment (1866-67), he had procured an addition 
of 2d. per diem to the pay of the privates, and 
an increased allowance of meat. The effect of 
this in the Army was to induce 26,000 time-ex- 
pired men to re-enlist — ^in itself a very important 
matter, inasmuch as it provided the Force (in the 
future) with a body of old soldiers^ who are 
always invaluable in |)romoting, by their example, 
the ends of discipline. Moreover, it assured the 
outside people of the contentment of an immense 
number of soldiers with their condition, and thus 
irupplied a stimulus to enlistment. If to these 
arrangements could be added an assurance that a 
eertadn number of Oommissions without purchase 
would be allotted every year to deserving soldiers, 
very many young men of education would be 
tempted into the ranks of the Army. The educated 
soldier is invaluable in the ranks. Time was when 
Officers looked upon the men as mere machines, 
and resented the notion that a private should pre- 
sume to think for himself. Now it is discovered 
that intelligence is npt only a guarantee for loyalty 
and general good conduct, but a very valuable 
ingredient in fleld efficiency. The Volunteers 
have proved that they are far better marksmen 
than the ordinary run of soldiers of the Line, for 
the simple reason that they are an educated, 
thinking class of men. They have a capacity for 



learning the '* reason why." A similar intellec- 
tual power would woo derf ally improve the firing 
in the Line. Lieiitenant-General Sir John Hay, 
in a ' Report on the Instruction carried out in the 
Schools of Musketry at Hy the and Fleetwood, and 
of the Progress of Musketry Instruction in the 
Army,' frequently refers to this fact, and dwells 
upon the danger of neglecting the theoretical in« 
struction of the Army. He says : 

" If, hereafter, it shall be found that the rifle 
does not produce results in action equal to oar 
anticipations, I feel convinced that it will lie at 
the door of those who ignore theoretical instruc- 
tion (the appeal to the reason of the soldier), and 
who, having treated him as an automaton in time 
of peace, expect to find him intelligent and self- 
reliant in time of war, when under difficulties 
which cannot be foreseen, but which may be 
provided against, or avoided, by developing his 
intelligence. In all that appertains to the arma- 
ment and formation of troops in warfare, a refer- 
ence to history will show clearly the adoance of 
mind over maUer. 

" Improvement in arms has effected marked 
changes in the formation and movements of troops. 
We appear now to have reached almost the climax 
as regards weapons of destruction. It was wisely 
said many years ago by one of our' best Officers, 
that future campaigns and battles would be won 
more by the head than the hand. If this be so, 
and if, as I believe, the only weak point to be 
feared in the breech-loader is a wasteful expendi- 
ture of ammunition, does U not behove us to do alt 
we possibly can to create intelligence in our ranks f 
We have, however, at present but little, if any, 
guarantee that even the marksmen clearUf under' 
stand the reasons for the rtUes which have to be 
attended to, in maintaining the efficiency of the 
rifle under all circumstances and conditions. 

'* I could wish that we had the power of mea< 
suring by a figure, as we do in shooting and judging 
distance, the intelligence of a Battalion ; this, 
added to the figure of merit, would express its 
real practical value as a Military body. The phy- 
sical part, if I may so call it, of the training has 
decidedly improved, as this Report shows. I have 
dwelt on this subject, because I feel that theo- 
retical instruction is ignored by many. I would 
therefore call particular attention to its value ; it 
forms the fulcrum on which the whole system of 
training works. Without it, the system is of 
little practical value. Increased inteUigence cannot 
fail to render the men more composed, self-reliant, 
and ready to aot, certainly not less brave in time 
of doMger,'^ 

These are weighty truths, and should influence 
our recruiting system. . It must be admitted that 
it is extremely irksome to young men of superior 
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l>reedi]]g and attainments to be obCged to consort 
-with and recognise the social equality with them- 
selves of the low and the ignorant, who mnst 
always form the majority in the ranks ; but even 
for this there is a remedy. Why could there not 
be in each Corps a compagnie d^&4ie-^9i company 
of select men — admission to which shoold become 
an object of ambition with the rest of the Begi- 
ment ? It would not be necessary to give this 
company better pay, better fare, or better accommo- 
dation than the rest. The sole advantage should 
be isolation— Separation from demoralising in- 
fluences; and tUs in itself would be so great, 
that many a young fellow who now holds aloof 
from enlistment out of sheer self-respect might 
be induced to enter the Service. The barracks 
are not, indeed, so comfortable as they might be 
made, but improvements in that respect are con- 
tinually maldng. The married soldier will be 
more considered, the decencies of life respected, 
if separate rooms be assigned to himself and 
family. Education and an asylum have long been 
found for the boys at Chelsea and Dublin ; the 
daughters have now become objects of care at 
Hampstead and Wandsworth, where "Homes" 
have been formed ; and in many other ways the 
life of the soldier has been rendered not simply 
endurable but enviable. 

The system of officering the Guards and the 
Cavalry and Infantiy )>f the Line by the partial 
purchase of commissions continues to be a subject 
of lively disputation in and out of the Services. 
Numerous arguments and illustrations are con- 
tinually employed for and against the practice ; 
but they seem gradually to be resolving themselves 
into an opinion that the whole question must ulti- 
mately be settled by thecondition, at any one^particu- 
hur time, of the public finances. When a Minister 
can venture to propose a vote of five or six millions 
sterling without imposing an additional income- 
tax upon the public to indemnify the Officers for 
the sums they have laid out in their commissions, 
the purchase system may be abolished — ^but not 
fairly tiU then. There is nothing in the actual 
condition of the Army to move the public to a 
heavy sacrifice. If the admissions to the Service 
and the promotion of Officers by the outlay of 
money were the fruitful cause of the introduction 
and advancement of a bad and inefficient class of 
men ; if they assisted favouritism and corruption 
at the Horse Ouards ; if they placed the nation 
in an inferior position when collisions arose 
with other States; if they were the source of 
glaring injustice to men who are worthy of pre- 
ferment, but lack the means of purchasing li- 
the good sense and generosity of the British public 
would suggest an immediate assent to a new bur- 
then ; but none of these arguments can be fairly 
advanced in favour of the taxation. No Army in 



the world is better officered than the British- 
its achievements down to the last expedition place 
it on a level with the finest soldiers in the uni- 
verse, if it cannot justly claim a superiority over 
the best Continental troops. No charges of par- 
tiality in the distribution of patronage offend the 
public sense of offidal justice. If it happens occa- 
sionally that a poor Officer is continually passed 
over, when vacancies in the rank immediately 
above that which he holds occur, that the monied 
man may obtain preferment, very many rise to 
the top of the tree by the system which requires 
that all who enter a Segment for the first time 
shall go to the bottom of the Hst, thus pushing 
upwards those of the same rank who are already 
in the Corps, 

But this is a digression. Betuming to the 
subject of Military law, it may here be recorded 
that in 1867 the Government resolved upon the 
appointment of a Commission to inquire into the 
whole subject, and its results will be found in a 
later chapter. 



OHAPTEB XL7. 

Progress of the Yolnnteer Force— Improvements in Ordv 
nanoe— The Army of Beserve. 

Ten years had elapsed at the close of 1869 
since the Volunteer organisation had become un 
faxt accompli — a sufficiency of time to determine 
the constancy of the English people in maintain- 
ing a Force which is neither paid by the nation 
nor bound by any laws or principles of cohesion 
but those which a sense of honour and patriotism 
dictate. By the returns made up on the Ist of 
December, 1867,* there were in all ttodve htmdred 
and nvneiy-^even distinct Corps in England and 
Scotland. The maximum establishment was 
215,812 men and Officers, of whom 155,216 were 
efficient, and 82,648 non-efficient, the total 
number of enrolled members being one hwndred 
and eighiif'Seven thousamd eight hundred amd siasty-' 
four. In the year 1803, when a hostile Force 
was absolutely encamped at Boulogne, and there 
was every reason to apprehend an invasion from 
Napoleon Bonaparte, the efiective strength of all 
the Volunteer Corps whose services had been 
accepted by CFeorge the Third numbered within 
fifty of 380,000 men, the metropolis alone con- 
tributing 52,896 Infantry and 8,376 Cavahy. 
Since that time the population of England has 
more than trebled. At least 100,000 men have 
acquired a knowledge of the use of the rifle, and 
have at different times formed a part of the ezist- 

* This year has been Belected because the Voltmtaers 
had then reached their maximnin in peace-time. 

2 Q 
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iag Volanteer slieBgUL A still greater namber 
interest themselves in the maintenaooe of the 
Foroe,,bat are nnable, from the nature of their 
oecupalions or the looalities of their residence, to 
take an aotire share in its operations. All of 
these and many more would readily enrol them- 
selves, if danger were actually at our doors. 
Probably half a million of men in the prime of 
life would be found ready at a few hours' notice 
to dispute eveiy inch of British ground with an 
invader. 

The summer season of 1860 first witnessed the 
readiness with which the different Volunteer Corps 
had entered upon their self-imposed duties to the 
extent of attending reviews and rifle competi- 
tions. There was no abatement of seal for 
the following ten years. The presence of the 
Queen and the Boyal Family, including the Oom- 
mander-in-Ohief, had, of course, rendered the 
assemblages near the metropolis more numerous 
than elsewhere.* The number and value of the 
prizes shot for, the honour of appearing before 
Boyalty personally, and earning a smile of appro- 
bation from the Sovereign, form very strong 
inducements to the personid labour and pecuniary 
sacrifices which are the inevitable accompaniments 
of drills, practice, parades, and reviews. But 
railway communication admits of the assemblage 
of Corps from all parts of the country, and the 
gatherings of metropolitan Regiments on the 
Downs at Brighton and on Portsmouth Common 
were not more remarkable than the presence of 
Begiments from distant counties at the reviews 
held in those localities. On such occasions an 
^opportunity was afforded of ascertaining with what 
degree of eeal the several county Corps remote 
from the metropolis had pursued their drill 
away from the graceful infiuenoes which operate 
BO powerfully in the precincts of Windsor and St 
James's. It is due to the Lords-Lieutenant to say 
that the general results established the existence of 
as earnest a competition in the rural districts east, 
west, and south of London as in London itself. 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, Devonshire, Cheshire, and 
Dorsetshire were almost as well represented at the 
Wimbledon meetings as the more contiguous coun- 
ties of Sussex and Surrey, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, and Suffolk ; while 
the great reviews brought together numerous Corps 
from Wales and Scotland, Gloucestershire, Wilt- 
shire and Somersetshire, Bedfordshire, Norfolk, 
and Hereford. On all of these occasions, how- 
ever, Middlesex was necessarily more numerously 

* On 28rd Jane, 1860, the Qneen inspected a Voluo. 
teer Anny asBembled in Hyde Park, DumberiDg 18,450 
Officers and men; and on Augnst 7 of the same year she 
paused in reTiew 21,614 Scottish Riflemen. Id Jane, 
1868, the muBter of all ranks in Windsor Park was 
26,U58 men. 



represented than the other oountiee. And it la a 
curious fact that the great public schools esta- 
blished Corps, which competed for prizes given 
by noble lords and the National Bifle Assodaiion, 
formed in 1860 to encourage rifle shooting and 
give permanence to Volunteer Corps. 

Of the absolute condition as to field efSciencyof 
the Bifle Volunteer Force, a judgment could only 
be formed from the reports of the Inspector- 
General of the Beserve Forces, and the Gteneral 
Officers who superintend the reviews. The latest 
of these reports describe the Brigades as beii^ 
well«handled, but, from a strictly lOlitary point 
of view, there was not much to praise in the move- 
ments. For instance, lieutenant-GFeneral Buller, 
the Beviewing Officer at Portsmouth in April, 
18G8, when there were 28,000 Volunteers and 
50 guns in the field, reported that with some ex- 
ceptions the instruction drill, the practice of the 
simple deployments, the oblique and direct echelon 
movements, tiie observance of strict silence during 
movement, and the cessation of fire when ordered, 
were " wanting, and not sufficiently considered." 
Without attention to these points no Volunteer 
Force Vould be of much avail if required to take 
its place in the field with Begular troops. Qeneral 
Sir John Qarvock subsequently spoke nearly to 
the same efiPect. At the review at Windsor before 
the Queen, in June of the same year, there was 
much to commend in the appearanoe and the 
moTements of the 27,000 Volunteers who came 
on the ground; but, although it was distinctly 
laid down in the preliminary General Orders of 
the Inspector-General of the Beserve Forces that 
the utmost regularity was indispensable while the 
several Oorps were marching to and from the 
review ground, and that no Volimteer should on 
any account quit the ranks without penaissioa 
from his Commanding Officer, three or four Begi- 
ments absolutely broke away the moment the 
review was at an end, and hastened to the railway 
terminus to secure places in the carriages. This 
infraction of discipline led to much severe com- 
mentary in the newspapers and the Houses of 
Lords and Commons. The Commander-in-Chief, 
the Secretary of State for War, the Inspector- 
General, and the Commanding Officers of Divisions 
and Begiments, were loud in the expression of their 
indignation. The Secretary of State caused one 
company to be removed from the ' Army List.* 
Unfortunately, a freedom from control, arising 
from the absence of all means of punishment^ 
excepting dismissal, is an unavoidable feature in 
volunteer and amateur assemblages. Not until 
some experience in war of the enormous value of 
unity has painfully impressed the national mind 
can the country hope to find the irregular home 
force setting examples of discipline and propriety 
on parade. The Officers and men see too little of 
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eaob other* — their opportunities of appearing on 
the review and parade ground are too few to give 
them the hahii of order ; and the feeling of per- 

* Writing on this subject in the * Daily Telegraph ' a 
'* Volunteer Captain " eays :— ** I have been a Volanteer 
ainoe the formation of the Force, and have panaed through 
every grade, from private to the poet I now oocnpy, and, 
althoagh I am at present in command of a company, I am 
free to confess that my experience of over nine years 
leads me to the oondnsion that the OfiScers are the weak 
part of the service. I am ashamed to have to own this, 
but it is a fact well known to all who are acquainted with 
the inner working of the Volunteer system. I have 
always found men willing to obey when Officers know how 
to command ; and, on the other hand, easy-going Officers 
are invariably attended by inattentive, unruly rank and 
file. Never was this more deariy illustrated than at 
Windsor, where I was present with my company ; and 
although I did not witness the fracas at Datehet Bridge, 
I can easily understand the causes of the disorder, when I 
recall the frequent instances of disorganisation which 
forced themselves most painfully upon my notice towards 
the dose of the review, and during the march to and at 
the railway station. Many, if not most, of the Offlcera do 
not seem to recognise the full responsibilities of their 
position while in command of their Corps, but appear to 
imagine that, after the serious business of the day is com- 
pleted, all necessity for disdpline has come to an end. The 
men feel that all restraint is gone, the natural reaction from 
the pressure of attention asserts itself, and the result is 
uncontrolled disorder, which, under certain conditions, cub 
minates in such scenes as were so Justly condemned by Lord 
Eloho in the House of Commons, and which to completely 
degrade the Volunteers in the eyes of the public, and give 
good cause to certain gallant Military critics, who ^ve 
not hesitated to designate the Volunteera at Windsor as 
only an * undisciplined mob.' I think it would do 
all of us good if we were more sternly aod strictly criti- 
cised by our Generals and our Inspectors. We are so 
much complimented that we value our services at too 
extravagant a rate. Let us be constantly reminded of 
the real purpose for which we are enrolled, the defence of 
Queen and country, and then let it be plainly, and truth- 
fully, and unreservedly laid before us, that we fail in this 
purpose if we do not oiake ourselves really useful soldiers, 
upon whom a General and the country can depend in 
time of need, and that the only way to become soldiers is 
to steadily persevere in that orderly, disciplined course of 
conduct — the first step of which is the touchstone of the 
soldier, '* obedience at all times and under all circum- 
stances." We do not wish to be humbugged or flattered, 
we desire to hear the truth about ourselves and our Com- 
manders. But after all, if the Volunteers are to be of 
real service to the oountrv, and retain their hold upon 
the respect of the public, they must have better Officers. 
I thoroughly believe in our rank and file; as I have 
before remarked, they will obey, if they are efficiently 
commanded. The system of granting commissions to men 
simply because of the supposed olaims of their jposition 
or wealth, and without regard to their fitness for tne poet, 
or their knowledge of its duties, must cease. The atten- 
tion of the authorities seems to be aroused. I trust they 
will persevere in a searching investigation into the merits 
of the question. Officers must be found who will appre- 
ciate the importance of their position, and determine to 
make themselves thoroughly effident. The main body 
of the men, and all the best men, will respect and cheer- 
fully obey sueh Officers, and then the ** inner line of 
defence," as we are so boastingly styled, will cease to be 
the ** sham " Lord Ranelagh with so much truth calls us, 
and will become a real Army of Beserye^ npon whom 
their countrymen can rely* 



Bonal independence which is an offshoot of our 
free conetitntiony is too strong to indaoe men to 
recognise obedience to Tirtual snperiors as a prin- 
ciple of action. A rebuke will always stir the 
gall of John Ball, and when this proceeds from 
indiyidoals to whom he owes no other than a self- 
imposed obedience, the violation of which inTolyea 
no pecaniaiy or other personal penalty, he is apt 
to resent what may be very necessary to his utility 
as a national soldier by insolence of reply or the 
resignation of his rank in the Begiment to which 
he may belong. All this makes the position of 
Commanding Officers one of great difficulty and 
delicacy. Their authority rests entirely upon the 
willingness of their subordinates to recognise the 
force of moral command. They can neither 
reward nor punish to an extent to ensure r^u* 
larity of discipline and uniform obedience. 

If, however, there is, and always must be, some* 
thing imperfect in the oonduot of the Volunteera 
at reviews, field-days, sham-fights, &&, much 
reliance niay be placed on their skilful use of the 
rifle in any great emergency, for the practice with 
that weapon is constant, and some extraordinary 
proofs have been presented of the perfection 
attained at the annual shooting matches. Nor 
is this to be wondered at. Many thousands of 
pounds are annually subscribed for the purchase 
of silver shields, cups, goblets, medals, jewellery^ 
rifles, mathemelical instruments, &a, as prizes for 
the best shots with particular weapons. Her 
Majesty the Queen, the Prince of Wales, the Duke 
of Cambridge, the National Volunteer Association^ 
the great rifle and gun manufacturers, the several 
Corps, and numerous noblemen and private 
gentlemen, and ladies, contribute in this way to 
die encouragement of the friendly competition. 
Every kind of riifle, musket, carbine, and big gun, 
is tried at various distances. The Enfleld, the 
Snider, the Walker-Money, and Whitworth rifles, 
the Carter and Edwards, Henry, Soper, and Kerr 
breech-loaders, with the Daw, Boxer, and other 
cartridges, are all permitted to be used under cer- 
tain conditions. That the Volunteers have marvel- 
lously progressed may be determined by a com- 
parison of the number of points gained by compe- 
tition in 1860 with those scored in 1868. Take, 
for instance, the winners of Queen's Prizes 
since the foundation of the National Bifle 
Association. In 1860, Mr Boss, of the 7th North 
York, scored 8 points at 800 yards, 7 points at 
900, and 9 points at 1,000 yards. In 1862, Mr 
Pixley, of the Victoria Bifles (the oldest Corps 
extant), made 18, 11, and 15 points at the same 
distances. Li 1867, Mr Lane, of the Bristol 
Bifles, soored 21 points at 800 yards, 24 points at 
900 yards, and 12 points at 1,000 yards. The 
rapidity with which the fire was delivered was as 
remarkable as the aoouzaoy of aim, and this will 
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be a matter of great importanoe witb breech- 
loaderB in fatare wan. Soldiers, anpractifled with 
the weapons. and nervous in contest, are apt to fire 
away their cartridges mach too quickly, having 
little regard to the " billet " of their " buUets." 
Practice will impart steadiness, coolness, and 
therefore certainty of aim, and we may hear of 
such exploits as the following without apprehend- 
ing that shots had been thrown away in haste : 

Mr Oswald (at Wimbledon) with the Kerr rifle 
•cored 87 points with 37 shots in three minutes 
at 200 yards. Mr Kerr was the armourer to the 
National Bifle Association. His nfle was on the 
central fire system, firing the Boxer cartridge. 

Mr McEerrell, of the London Scottish Volun- 
teers,— the same Oorps as Mr Oswald^s, — fired 
twice at the same distance, getting off 28 and 29 
shots, and making 71 and 72 points. 

Mr H. Boss with the Henry breech-loader at 
the same range got off 25 rounds, scoring 54 
points ; and Ensign White, of the 37th Middlesex, 
using the Walker-Money rifie, fired 24 rounds 
with great deliberation, scoring 65 points. 

More extraordinary than these were the per- 
formances of Mr Farquharson, of Blair Gowrie, 
and Serjeant John Bott, of the Boyal Marines. 
The former, using the Henry rifie and lying on his 
back, fired 42 rounds, scoring 5 bull's-eyes, 17 
centres, and 17 outers, or a totol of 105 points in 
three minutes ; and the latter with the Oarter- 
Edwards rifle made the extraordinary score of 96 
points at a distance of 500 yards. 

On the last day of the Wimbledon meeting, 
Mr Farquharson with the Henry rifle scored 22 
marks in competing for the great prize given by 
His Boyal Highness the Duke of Cambridge for 
Military breech-loaders. The distance was 800 
yards, and seven shots were fired. As the wind 
was high, and the rifie (a small bore) with an 
open MiUtary sight and a minimum puU of 6 lbs. 
for the trigger, the Henry rifie obtained the 
highest place among the breech-loaders of 1868 ; 
the Soper next, the Kerr following, and then the 
Oarter-Edwards. These four have been declared 
superior to any of the rifles manufactuted by the 
French or Prussians. 

But it is not alone with the rifle that our 
Volunteers proved themselves expert soldiers. The 
National Artillery Association has been equally 
successful with rifled ordnance and smoothrbore 
guns. At the meeting of the Association at 
Shoeburyness two or three years ago, no fewer 
than 76 gun detachments, representing in number 
760 men from all parts of England and Scotland, 
competed for the prizes which had been given by 
different exalted individuals. The camp was con- 
ducted with strict Military regularity, and the 
duties were carried on with exact discipline. Trials 
of skill as gunners, trials of shot, of target, and 



of gun, constituted the features of the meeting. 
The guns employed were 40-pounder Armstrongs, 
18, 32, and 68 pounders, some rifled and some 
with sniooth bores. The targets were placed at 
distances varying from 500 to 1,000 yards, and 
from 1,500 to 2,000. Some of the targets were 
twelve feet square, but the most trying experiments 
were against a target five feet square, with wings 
on either side made of wire three and a-half feet 
wide. This was mounted on an artilleiy limber, 
which was drawn by a mounted artilleryman by 
means of a rope 150 yards in length. The per- 
pendicular distance of the target was 1,000 yards 
from the shore, but as the firing lasted for three 
minutes, and as, during that time, the target was 
travelling at the rate of seven miles an hour, the 
space passed over waa beyond 600 yards, and 
tiierefore, as the distance from the battery at the 
commencement of the shooting was considerably 
more than 1,000 yards, the elevation of the gun 
required variations for nearly every shot, be8ide3 
the nicest calculation for the necessary allowance 
on account of the movement. Under these cir- 
cumstances it was by no means surprising that 
so small an object as a target twelve feet by seven 
was not hit, though many of the shots were so 
close that a ship's launch would have been riddled. 
The wonder is that the practice was so good, con- 
sidering that the acquaintance of the great part 
of the men with the Armstrong gun was only of 
two days' duration. 

On a later occasion (1870) further trials of 
skill took place in connection with the National 
Artillery Association. 

The minutus of the competitions were peculiar 
and interesting. On the sea wall four batteries had 
been constructed, so that four detachments could 
fire at once. The first series of prizes, which were 
numerous and liberal, were assigned to good gun 
practice and good drill. There must have been 
some difBculty in awarding recompense for the 
latter Military virtue, for the drill was pro- 
nounced uniformly excellent. On the first day of 
the trial the detachments fired with smooth-bore 
guns, and they had the choice of unlimbered guns 
on field or travelling carriages below 32-pound6ra, 
32-pounder8 on standing carriages, and 68- 
pounders on traversing platforms. The time 
allowed for the five rounds to be fired with the 
first-named gun was seven minutes ; for the se- 
cond, eight ; and for the ponderous 68-pounder, 
ten minutes. Most of the Corps fired with the 
32-pounder, and therefore had eight minutes in 
which to complete their firing, and if they ex- 
ceeded that time points were deducted from their 
score. Out seaward eight targets were placed, two 
to each battery, one of each two at 1,250 yards, 
the other at 1,500, and the shots were taken at 
alternate targets, thus necessitating a change of 
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poeition and a change of eleyaiion after every 
shot. In these smooth-bore competitions ban- 
nerols were placed before, behind, and on each 
mde of the target, and if a shot stmck before 
these bannerols, beyond them, to the right, or to 
the left of them, the shot was *' out of bounds." 
The maximum number given for elevation was 4, 
for direction 3, but a shot must be well directed 
and well elevated to obtain points, and though 11 
could be scored by a direct hit, extra points being 
allowed for a " target," a shot scored nothing, 
even if its direction or elevation gave it points, 
unless it took for both. This rule insured atten- 
tion to all essential points in aiming and elevating 
the gun. There was, as usual, a telegraph 
apparatus in the roads for the purpose of sig- 
nalling the shots, and it worked admirably. 
The subsequent trials consisted of the firing of 
Bepository and 40-ponnder Armstrong breech- 
loaders from three batteries. Colonel Ghermside, 
of the Boyal Artillery, engaged the Brigade that 
was off battery duty in drills and artillery exer- 
cises, which were directed by Officers of the Staff 
of the School of Gunnery, who took a generous 
interest in the success of their pupils. In the 
evening of two of the days lectures were delivered 
by Captain Carey, B.A., on Elementary Ghinnery, 
and by Captain Strange, B.A., on service grms, 
projectiles, and fuses. The whole of the 'camp 
arrangements were excellent. Good plain fare in 
sufficient abundance was happily provided, for 
Volunteers can no more practise on empty sto- 
machs than British troops can fight on starvation 
diet. At the close of the week's operations Lord 
Northbrook went down to Shoeburyness, and 
delivered the prizes to the successfully competing 
detachments. The fortunate Corps were the 4th 
West York, the 4th Cinque Ports, the drd North- 
umberland, the 4th Suffolk, the 1st and 3rd 
Sussex, the Ist Hants, the 1st Stafford, the 2nd 
detachment of the 2nd Middlesex, the 3rd Middle- 
sex (which won the Queen's Prize of lOOL), the 
5th West York (which carried off the Prince of 
Wales's Prize of twenty guineas), and the 4th 
Forfarshire. 

Colonels Harcourt and Elwyn were unfortu- 
nately prevented by illness from being present at 
the practice. Lord Hardinge, in their absence, 
reviewed the condition of the Artillery Force, and 
on the last day made some pertinent remarks on 
its progress and future prospects : 

Siooe the last year Beveral ohangeB bad ooeurred in the 
system adopted at Shoebarynese. As last year, there had 
been praetioe with the Armstrong, and Armstrong gnn 
drill hsd been given to the Volnnteert, but, in addition, 
an OfiSoers' eUias of instruction had been inatltnted in 
which the Offloers took the plaoe of gnnners, and became 
familiarised with the details of practical gnn working. 
Since last year, too^ the camp had had direet recognition 
from the GoTemmenty eveiy efficient ganner who attended 



throoghout this meeting having received lOs., and by this 
allowance the travelling expenses of the Volonteere had 
been reduced, and their messing expenses as weU. Foi^ 
merly the Association lived, it must be said, in a manner 
best described as a hand-to-mouth s^le, and he hoped this 
Government aid would lessen the financial difficulties- of 
the Association in the future. He begged Lord North- 
brook to convey the thanks of all ranks in that camp to 
the Secretary of State for War for that assistance, which 
he believed was given on the report of Colonel Cfaerm- 
side last year, and endorsed by Colonel Elwyn, to whom 
the gratitude of the Volunteer Service was due. Then 
this year there had" been the ** repository drill," which 
pointed out to the Volunteers that they were not only re« 
quired by the Artillery service to work guns and fire 
them, but to be able to mount them. He trusted that as 
the Rifle Volunteers were now to be armed with the new 
breech-loading arms facilities would be given to the Artil- 
lery Volunteers for drilling and practising with the new 
arms of precision, for if such faoilitiee were given addi- 
tional seat would be given to the service. No one could 
watch the progrera of the great struggle on the Continent 
without being convinced that wars might be undertaken 
at the slightest notice, and that therefore it was necessary 
for OS to put our house in order. Measures had been 
taken to increase the number and efficiency of our Begular 
Service, and he hoped that the Government would be 
alive to the necessity of keeping np the efficiency of the 
Militia and Volunteers, and if those Services could be 
brought into close connexion with the Begular Service, 
and, as the Armstrong gun was welded for the greater 
strength, welded together for the benefit of our country, 
all classes throughout the Empire would have something 
upon which to congratulate themselves. 

Colonel Chermside having reported that he was 
entirely satisfied with the steady and soldierlike 
conduct of the Volunteer Artillery of all ranks. 
Lord Northbrook delivered the prizes, prefacing 
the ceremony with a speech of an encouraging 
character. After referring to the allowance now 
provided for in the Volunteer Regulations, his 
Lordship referred to the Schools of Instruction 
about to be established at different stations for 
Volunteers : 

The first requisite would be that all Officers desiring to 
join should luive a competent preliminary knowledge. 
The allowance now made to Militia Officers would be made 
to Officers so entered on training, and accommodation 
would be provided for them in the quarters where possible. 
The ^ course '* would be for a month, and those who were 
competent would receive certificates of competency. To 
those who could not attend for a month an alternative 
would be open, for they would be allowed to pass an ex- 
amination before a board of Officers not of their own 
Corps, with whom would he two Adjutants, and Officers 
could also be attached to Regiments of the Line for the 
purpose of obtaining these certificatea With respeot to 
Serjeants, they would receive certificates upon the reports 
of their Adjutants. Another mode of giving assistance 
to all ranks in tbe Volunteer Service was by encouraging 
such camps as had been held at tiiis station, where the 
drill could be continued for several days without interrup- 
tion, and such drills, he believed, would be more satisfac- 
tory than a larger number of drills carried out after long 
intervals. It had been determined to give support to these 
camps ; that was to say, to regular camps of Battalions or 
Brigades, in which the stay would not be less than three 
days, exclusive of the day of gatbering and that of return- 
ing. These explanations which he had given did not, he 
would have it distinctly understood, give in full, or in any 
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wty «omp1eto, the IntMitioiM of the Seontery of State for 
War, with a Tiew of Magiiig about the organiBatioii 
ngardod as neceasary, but what ho had said would be 
saffloient to indieate tiiat the QoTemmeBt wee marching 
in the trtok pointed ont by Lord Hardinge. The Qoforn- 
ment did not mean to give money broadoaet to OTeryone 
who reported himaelf as an efficient Yoinnteer, bat wonid 
make a distinct payment for distinot purposes ; and, in 
fact, the principle of thatoamp had been eompletely adopted 
by the Cfoyemment. 

Finally, Lord Northbrook aanounoed that tbe 
Secretary of State for War, acting on the advice 
of the Oommander-in-Ghief, had arrived at the 
conclnsion that the Volunteer Artillery should 
have all facilities for practising with guns of pre- 
cision in position ; in other words, that they 
ahould be allowed to work with the 40-ponnder 
Armstrong guns, and he trusted that when these 
weapons wer^ delivered they would consider the 
charge of taking care of them a daty of the 
greatest importance. 

Thus terminated the operations of the National 
Artillery Assodation, at which no fewer than 
fifty detachments assisted, some of them coming 
from Scotland and the Isle of Man, and not a few 
from the northern counties. Naturally, Kent, 
Surrey, and Sussex appeared in the greatest strength^ 
but Middlesex bore off the most valued prize. 

Altogether the meeting was a success. There 
were one or two accidents by which two men 
were injured (one of them seriously), but the 
medical attendance in the camp was fortunately 
prompt and efficient, and no serious results from 
the disaster are anticipated. The shooting was 
for the most part good. If any fault was to be 
found it was in the rapidity of the fire, which 
sometimes induced inaccuracy. A certain time is 
allowed for each round, but in some cases the 
competitors had two minutes to spare. 

In concluding this sketch of the progress of the 
Bifle Volunteer Force, it is only right to attribute 
much of its success and of a continuance of the 
spirit by which it is animated to Lords Elcho,BaDe- 
lagh, Truro, and Bury; Colonels Wilkinson, Du Plat 
Taylor, Wright, and the late Colonel Thompson. 
Lord Elcho is the recognised head and spokesman 
of the Begiments. He has given much time and 
much money to the promotion of the object. The 
origin and satisfactory progress of the Artillery 
Volunteer Brigades is due to Colonel Harcourt, of 
the Cinque Ports Artillery, and to Colonel Elwyn, 
of the Boyal Artillexy, who has superintended 
the annual competitions.' 

Satisfactory as the general results of the esta- 
blishment of the Volunteer Force have been 
shown to be, it is agreeable to know that England 
is not entirely dependent on that arm, even with 
the large addition which enthusiasm in the hour 
of danger may evoke, for her protection from 
external assaults, or the recruitment of her 



strength in the event of foreign war. ^Hie Act 
passed in 1859 for the formation of an Army <£ 
Beserve sot having proved a snoceas, a much 
more liberal Act was passed in August, 1867, and 
under its provisions a very considerable addition 
to the national Ifilitary strength has been secured. 
This Act provides for the establishment of a 
Beserve Force for the United Kingdom of 50,000 
men, divided into two classes; the first not to 
exceed 20,000 (liable, when on permanent aervioe, 
to serve in the united Kingdom or elsewhere), to 
consist of men who are serving, or have served, in 
any of Her Majesty's BeguU^ Forces, and whoee 
past service has not exceeded the first term of 
enlistment. The second class, not to exceed 
30,000 men, to be liable to serve only in the 
United Kingdom, and to consist of persons already 
enrolled in the United Kingdom under previoos 
Acts— out*pensioners of Chelsea— out-penaioiieis 
of Qreenwioh, having served in the Boyal 
Marines — persons who are serving or have served 
in any of Her Majesty's Begular Forces, and who 
have so served for not less tiban the full period of 
the first term of enlistment. This Beserve Force 
may be formed into Corps, and may be attached 
to such Begiments as may from time to time be 
directed ; they are to be called out for training 
and exercise not exceeding twelve days in any 
year, either under their own Staff Officers, or, in 
the case of class 1, with any Begiment of Militia. 
They are liable, also, to be called out in aid of 
the civil power, and in case of invasion, or immi- 
nent danger thereof, to serve in aid of the defence 
of the realm, where their services may be required, 
according to the terms of enlistment. Each man 
of the Beserve is carefully inspected by expe- 
rienced Military surgeons, and by the enrolling 
Officers of the Staff Officers of Pensioners of the 
district in which they reside. They are then 
regularly attested before a magistrate, and receive 
an allowance of II. to provide shirts, boots, and 
socks, and a bounty of 3^. annuaUy for class 1, 2L 
annually for class 2, paid quarterly in advance, 
liable to stoppages if absent from training or mis- 
conduct. The out-pensioners enrolled also in the 
second class receive only \l. annually, under 
similar conditions as heretofore. The rates of 
pay, ^., while out for training, are folly laid 
down, and the advantages to the men of the 
Army Beserve, consisting chiefly in allowing the 
time they serve in the Beserve to count towards 
pension, reckoning two years for one, added to 
line service, to complete twenty-one years, are also 
explained Iherein. The notification to cany out 
the provisions of the Act was promulgated on the 
15th May, 1868 ; the attestations, proclamation, 
and detiuls a month later. The Act itself is 
complete and intelligible, but the details contained 
in the regulations were by no means so expletive as 
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could be desired. The whole duty of enrolment, 
ciganiBation, pajrtnent, drill, and discipline is 
entrusted to Staff Officers of Pensioners. The 
nnmbers of men of all services, pensioners and 
others, vary in different districts, which are of two 
classes : 400 to 800 being second-class divisiohs, 
800 to 2,000 constituting first-class divisions. 

In addition to this Army of Beserve we have a 
body of Yeomanry Gayalry, consisting of Begi- 
ments raised in different counties, and numbering 
some fifteen thousand men. They are, for the 
most part, country gentlemen, well mounted (many 
of them on the same hones which they ride in . 
the hunting-field), and the horses are in almost 
every case the property of the troopers or of their 
near relatives. Where can any better material 
for Cavalry be found ? more especially for Irregu- 
lar Cavalry, in whom, for outpost, escort, or 
orderly duty, a knowledge of the country and habits 
of self-reliance are invaluable. Each troop is 
thoroughly drilled in its own district eveiy year 
before it joins the Begiment, and eight days are 
devoted ^ entirely to Begimental drill. These 
troop-drills are carried on without the cost of a 
farthing to the country, and often at considerable 
inconvenience to the men, who have some distance 
to ride to and from the place of exercise. 

But after all said and done, this numerically 
and patriotically strong Force has^ been found 
deficient in organisation. No scheme had up 
to 1868 been devised for its mobilisation. The 
appointment of a single General to command the 
entire Force was a step in the right direction, and 
it is probable that long before the national defenders 
are called upon to display their skill, gallantry, 
and devotion, the Beserve and the Volunteers will 
form a combined armament as useful in the com- 
plete character of its organisation as it is credit- 
able for its zeal and numbers. 



CHAPTER XLVL 

The Expedition to AbysBinia in 1868~The War hi New 
Zealand. 

In the course of the narrative which occupies 
the foregoing pages, the failure of several expe-- 
ditions projected with little wisdom, and conducted 
with less skill, has been recorded. The objects of 
those expeditions may have appeared to the minds 
of their projectors politically necessary, and their 
choice of untried leaders was not entirely with- 
out precedent; but as disasters of a serious 
character, rather than the success which had been 
anticipated, followed upon the enterprises, there 
is warranty for the assumption that the conoep- 
ti<m and execution of the projects were alike faulty. 



It is now the historian's pleasant office to nar- 
rate the leading incidents of an enterprise as 
thoroughly justifiable in its inception as it was 
ably and successfully carried out. 

For commercial purposes a Consulate had been 
established in Abyssinia for some years. It was 
believed that an opening might be made for the 
introduction of European manufactures into a 
part of the African continent which had thitherto 
been entirely dependent upon its home-made 
goods ; and a further hope was entertained that 
Gk>spel truth might be propagated in the highways 
created by peaceable trade. Missionaries conse- 
quently resorted to Abyssinia with the usual com- 
mendable purpose, and for some time pursued 
their praiseworthy calling with energy, if not with 
effect. But neither the Consul nor the missionaries 
found favour in the sight of Theodorus, the King. 
A man of dissipated habits and tyrannical dispo- 
sition, he was impatient of the presence of 
foreigners who were not subservient to his ends 
and obedient to his wild decrees. After several 
disputes with Mr Cameron, the Consul, he cast 
>>im into a dungeon, and loaded him with fetters. 
This act of tyranny he followed up 'by the incar- 
ceration of the missionaries. A representative of 
the British Government, despatched with a letter 
to remonstrate with the King, was treated with 
indignity, and all pacific overtures were utterly 
disregarded. Beckless of human life in his 
moments of intoxication, Theodorus constantly 
ordered the execution of his helpless subjects, and 
the members of the tribes with whom he was 
continually at war ; and a similar fate was antici- 
pated by tiie European captives. Earnest appeals 
on their behalf were addressed to the British 
Government, and it was suggested that force 
should be employed to effect their rescue. But 
two important considerations weighed with the 
authorities and the public* in delaying the adoption, 
of this suggestion. The expense would be heavy, 
involving three or four millions sberling, and the 
chances were great that a manifestation of 
hostility might lead to the immediate massacre of 
the unhappy prisoners. Much time was consumed 
in debating the question, and, strange to say, 
pubHc writers were not wanting who derided the 
idea of a costiy expedition merely to save a few 
lives. At length the voice of humanity was heard, 
and England, awakening to a sense of her own 
dignity, resolved upon the despatch of an Army 
that should be large enough to penetrate the 
country — a terra incognita to the major part of the 
European world — and either snatch the victims of 
his wrath from the hands of King Theodore, or^ 
should they have been sacrificed, take signal ven- 
geance upon the savage monarch by destroying 
his strongholds and annihilating his Army. 

Ten thousand fighting men drawn hoia the 
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Bombay Eitablisliment oonstitnied ihe expedition, 
and Sir Robert Napier,* of whom honourable 
mention has been made in connection with the 
wars and mutiny in India, was appointed to the 
chief command. A Force more complete in its 
equipment and organisation, or better adapted to 
the object in view, never yet took the field. The 
European part of the Anny consisted of the drd 
Dragoons, the 4th, 26th, SSrd, and 45th Regi- 
ments of Foot, several batteries of Artillery, and 
companies of Engineers. An Engrioeer (^cer 
himself, acquainted by report with the formidable 
character of the country he was appointed to in- 
vade, Sir Robert Napier appreciated the value of 
an arm without which no roads could be made 
nor any siege attempted. The European branch 
of the Force was supplemented by Punjaubee 
Pioneers, Bombay sepoys, Madras Sappers, Sdnde 
Horse, and Bombay aoid Bengal Light Cavalry. 
The accessories of the expedition were upon a 
scale of unexampled completeness. There was 
a Land Transport Train comprehending 4,682 
camels, 9,793 mules, 954 ponies, 4,278 pack 
bullocks, and 534 draught bullocks ; materials for 
the construction of railways and telegraphic lines, 
apparatus for photographers and signallers, ap- 
pliancee for sinking weUs, and all the requisite 
instruments for conducting a trigonometrical 
survey of the country. To this. efficient Force 
was added a considerable body of seamen from 
the convoying men-of-war, who formed a Naval 
Brigade, to be employed in gun and rocket 
batteries ; and in order that there should be no 
scant supply of water while the troops remained 
at the place of debarkation, the Peninsular and 
Oriental Company, whose vessels were employed 
in transporting a portion of the troops, erected 
distilling machines on the shore, where salt water 
was rapidly made a palatable and wholesome 
drink. 

The means were well adapted to the momentous 
end. Happily, Sir Robert Napier was not ham- 
pered in his arrangements by the interference of 
other authorities. To himself alone the Govern- 
ment wisely committed the plan and execution of 
the enterprise. Its magnitude was not realised 

* Sir Robert Napier bore a name that bad aoqaired a 
sort of monopoly of Military glory. Sir Cbarles, Sir 
William, and Sir Qeorge Napier held eonspicaona places 
on the rolla of fame, and there were otbera of the name 
who had reaped distinction. Sir Robert had fought and 
been wonnded at the battle of Ferozeehah, and again at 
the siege of Mooltan. He was a Chief-Engineer at the 
battle of Gk>ojerat, carried out all Lord Dalhonaie's works 
in the Pan janb, shared in the battles round Lncknow as 
chief of Sir James Ontram's Staff, was engaged at Owa- 
lior and other places daring the mutiny, and fought in the 
great campaign which ended in the capture of Pekin. He 
was the son of Captain Napier, an artillerist of the highest 
character, who attained the rank of Major in 1812, and 
died soon afterwards. 



until the hour of triumph arrived. It leqnired 
three or four months for the completion of the 
great work. In that time the invading Army had 
penetrated 400 miles of the most di£Scult coantiy 
in the world. Sometimes it clambered heights 
10,000 feet above the level of the sea, and then 
descended into deep valleys only to scale other 
lofty acclivities scaiped by nature and often nearly 
perpendicular. *' Alps on Alps arose." As the 
Army advanced the Abyssinian monarch concen- 
trated his power in the fortress of Magdala, which 
he fondly believed was inaccessible to an enemy, 
and utterly impregnable. Several powerful tribes 
held the country between Magdala and the start- 
ing point of the Army. Some of these were 
hostile to Theodorus, and some were favourable to 
his interests from very fear of his wrath and 
power. Sir Bobert Napier courted the co-opera- 
tion of the former, and menaced or bought over 
the latter. The barriers interposed by Nature to 
the advance of the British troops were so great 
that a skilful soldier, with a lutndful of troops 
and a few guns, might have effectually checked 
the progress of the expedition until the change of 
season had added another and still more for- 
midable obstacle to its success. But Theodoras 
apparently believed that lofty rocky barriers were 
in themselves sufficient impediments. He was 
profoundly ignorant of the marvellous resources 
of science, and unduly estimated the power of 
European perseverance. Thus, until Sir Bobert 
Napier reached the pass of Arogie, contiguous to 
Magdala, not a shot was fired on either side. The 
story of the climax of the long and tedious march, 
which, as told dQ die in diem in the journals, read 
like chapters of Herodotus, or pages of the 
Anabasis, may be given in the words of Sir 
Bobert himself : 

" Belying on the admirable spirit of my Force 
I was prepared to commit myself against Magdala. 
Besides the view which I had obtained of Magdala 
and its approaches, I received most valuable infor- 
mation from a chief named ' Beitwuddnn Hailo/ 
who had recently deserted from Magdala. Having 
engaged in some intrigues with Menelek, King of 
Shoa, he knew well that his lot would be instant 
death on his master's arrivaL It is difficult to 
give, by description alone, a sufficient idea of 
the formidable position which we were about to 
assail. 

*' The fortress of Magdala is about twelve miles 
from the right bank of the Bashilo, but the great 
altitude and the purity of the atmosphere exhi- 
bited the whole outline distinctly. The centre of 
the position is the rock of Selassie, elevated more 
than 9,000 feet above the sea, and standing on a 
plateau called Islamgie, which is divided into 
several extensive terraces, with perpendicular 
scarps of basalt; a saddle connects these ter- 
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races with tbe hill called Fahla. Fahla is a 
gigantic natural bastion, leyel on the top, entirely 
open, and commanded by Islamgie. It domineers 
completely, at an elevation of 1,200 feet, over all 
approaches to Islamgie ; the sides appeared pre- 
cipitous, and the summit, surrounded by a natural 
scarp of rock, accessible only in a few places, and 
from eighteen to twenty feet in height. Nearly 
concealed from view by Selassie and Fahla, the 
top of Mdgdala was partially visible. The road 
to Magdala winds up the steep side of Fahla, sub- 
ject to its fire, and to the descent of rocks and 
stones. One part of the road is so steep that few 
horses, except those bred in the country, could 
carry their riders up or down it. The whole road 
is flanked by the end of Selassie and the broad 
side scarp of Islamgie. Altogether, without taking 
into account Magdala itself, the formidable cha- 
racter of its outworks exceeded anything which 
we could possibly have anticipated from the faint 
description of the position which had reached us. 
The refugee chief, Beitwuddun Hailo, was very 
anxious that I should try the south side, at the 
Kaffir Burr (gate), from the opposite range called 
Janta, saying, * If you want to take Selassie go 
from hence ; but if you want Magdala you must 
go from Janta.' This, however, would have been 
impossible. I had not force enough to divide, and 
I could not place this vast combination of natural 
fortresses between me and my direct line of com- 
munication. I also perceived that the real point 
to be taken was not Magdala but Islamgie, where 
Theodore had taken post with all his guns, and 
that Fahla was the key to the whole. On the 
7th I descended to the bed of the Bashilo, and 
reconnoitred the crossing. The ordinary approach 
to Magdala is by the Arogie ravine, which com- 
mences under Islamgie, and is bounded on its 
right by a spur which extends from Islamgie, in a 
serrated ridge, to the Bashilo. A similar spur 
from Fahla stretches to the water of the Bashilo, 
and bounds the ravine on its left. The highest 
point of this ridge is about 2,000 feet above the 
bed of the Arogie ravine. The grand features of 
the ground rendered it impossible for me, with my 
small Force of Infantry, to hold both sides of the 
ravine. I considered Fahla the key of the posi- 
tion, and determined to occupy the ridge, bearing 
in different parts the names of Gimborg^ and 
Affijo, which leads to that imposing outwork. 
Established on this ridge, I could operate on 
either side of Fahla, as might seem expedient on 
closer examination.** 

When the advanced guard of the British 
reached the Arogie Pass and contiguous plain 
Theodoms sent his entire Force to meet them, 
and an encounter took place, which resulted in 
the complete defeat of the Abyssinians, with 
very heavy loss, and the dispersion of the sur- 



vivors. The despatch of Sir Robert Napier 
continues : 

" The British loss was only twenty wounded, 
two mortally ; this disparity of loss resulted from 
the determined and persistent attack of the Abys- 
sinians against a better disciplined and better 
armed Force — ^not better armed, however, as re- 
garded the 2drd Pioneers, whose smooth-bore is 
hardly equal to the double-barrelled percussion 
gun of the Abyssinians. There was no hasty 
flight. The enemy returned again and again to 
the attack, wherever the ground favoured thenu 
I issued orders to provide against the pursuit 
being carried too far up the hill, which could 
only have ended by our retiring and giving 
renewed confldence to the enemy. On the morn- 
ing of the II th, Lieutenant Prideaux and Mr 
Flad arrived in my camp, accompanied by Dejach 
Alema, a son-in-law and confidential chief of 
Theodore, with a request for peace. I replied 
that if Theodore would bring sdl the European 
captives to my camp, and submit to the Queen of 
England, I would promise honourable treatment 
for himself and his family. Lieutenant Pri- 
deaux returned to Magdala with the letter con- 
taining these terms. In the course of the fore- 
noon he returned again to the British camp with 
Mr Flad, but without Dejach Alema. He brought 
a letter without seal or signature from Theodore, 
refusing my terms. My letter was returned. I 
sent back Lieutenant Prideaux and Mr Flad to 
intimate that no other terms would be granted. I 
considered that a fuller atonement than the sur- 
render of the captives, when they could be re- 
tained no longer, was absolutely required, and 
must be exacted ; and painful as was fche thought 
of the possible consequences to the captives if 
Theodore's rage should become excited, I relied 
for their safety on the apprehension of a renewal 
of the conflict^ which demoralised Theodore's 
troops, and from which Theodore himself was not 
free, as was involuntarily betrayed by Dejach 
Alema. I relied also on my threat, which I im- 
pressed on l)ejach Alema, of unrelenting pursuit 
and punishment of all who might in any way be 
concerned in the ill-treatment of the European 
captives. I pointed out how the power of Great 
Britain had already reached Magdala; that no 
comer of Abyssinia, however remote, could screen 
any one whom we wished to punish. Lieutenant 
Prideaux was met on his return to Magdala by 
Mr Bassam and the remainder of the British 
prisoners and several of those of other nationsi^ 
all of whom arrived in my camp before evening. 
My further conditions were not complied with. 
At the request of Dejach Alema, I had promised 
to abstain from hostiHties for twenty -four hours. 
After the lapse of forty-eight hours Theodore 
had not surrendered himself. Beliable informa* 
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tion reached me that his Anny was recovering 
from their defeat, that many soldiers who had 
been unable to return to Magdala on the night of 
the 10th had since rejoined their ranks, that 
fresh defensive arrangements were being made, 
and that Theodore and his chiefs even contem- 
plated a night attack on the second Brigade, en- 
camped on the lower ground. I therefore prepared 
to attack the enemy's position. I had originally 
intended first to assault Fahla from the side 
which fronted our camp, and was screened from 
the fire of Islamgie and Selassie. But under the 
altered condition of the enemy, Theodore having 
by death, wounds, and desertion lost half of his 
Army and his bravest chiefs, I determined to 
attadc Islamgie by the King's road. All arrange- 
ments for this had been considered, and the posi- 
tions for the artillery reconnoitred and fixed upon, 
when information was brought to me that Theo- 
dore had left Magdala, and that many of the 
chiefs, with their followers, wished to surrender. 
I agreed to accept their submission, and ordered 
Sir Charles Staveley to advance on Islamgie, re- 
laxing no precautions that I had considered neces- 
sary for the attack. 

^' The scarcity of water rendered it impossible to 
retain any considerable body of Oavsdry before 
Magdala; my personal escort, under a Native 
Officer, only remained, and, with a few details of 
other Oorps, was sent under command of Lieu- 
tenant 8cott, A.D.O., to watch the west side of 
Magdala, where they took up a good position 
until the arrival of the Cavalry, under Colonel 
Graves, who completed the investment up to the 
Kaffir Burr Gate, which was watched by the 
Gallas. The Bashilo was held by the Head-quarter 
Detachment of the Scinde Horse, under Major 
Briggs, and detachments of the Srd Dragoon 
Guards, Srd and 12th Cavalry, under Major 
Miller, to secure that point and provide against 
the escape of the enemy in that direction, by the 
Minjerra ravine. A detachment of the Beloochees 
under Lieutenant Beville ascended by the spurs 
of Fahht, and occupied that important position, 
where they were reinforced from the 2nd Brigade 
by the Head-quarters wing of the lOth N.I., under 
Colonel Field. The artillery was placed in posi- 
tion, and the troops advanced, preceded by Captain 
Speedy, of the Intelligence Department, with a 
small escort of the 3rd Light Cavalry, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Loch, to communicate with, 
the Chiefs who wished to surrender, and to prevent 
any misunderstanding. No resistance was offered. 
Sir Charles Staveley effected an entrance to Is- 
lamgie and Selassie through a difficult crevice in 
the rocky escarps. It would be impossible to 
arrive at any correct estimate either of the num- 
ber of armed men who laid down their weapons, 
or of the masses of people — men, women^ and 



children — whom we found on Islamgie. It was 
necessary to collect and guard the arms that were 
surrendered. It was also necessary to send down 
all the disarmed soldiers, and the miscellaneous 
multitude that followed them, to the plain belov, 
before I could proceed actively against Magdala. 
Theodore himself, having abandoned his attempt 
to escape, was making preparations for defence, 
and offering us defiance in front of Magdala. Bj 
three o'clock, the Abyssinians having nearly all 
cleared away from Islamgie, I ordered the attack 
on Magdala to be at once carried out. The entrance 
of Magdala is 300 feet above the terreplein of 
Islamgie, and the ascent is by an extremely ste^ 
and rugged path. Viewing the very difficult nature 
of the approach, I made the attack as strong as 
possible^ and massed the whole of my artillery 
fire to cover it, in order to overpower the enemy *fl 
resistance, and prevent the heavy casualties 
which I should otherwise have incurred. The 
assaulting force consisted of the 2nd Brigade, 
led by the 33rd (Duke of Wellington's) Regi- 
ment, accompanied by detachments of the Bopl 
Engineers and Madras and Bombay Sappers and 
Miners, to clear away obstacles — ^the fir^ Brigade 
to be a close support. I concentrated the fire of 
the Artillery on the gateway and the north end of 
the fort, wluch were crowded with the houses of 
the soldiers, avoiding, as much as possible, the 
higher part of the interior, occupied by the Abys- 
sinian prisoners and non-combatants. The enpmy 
carefully concealed themselves from view, so that 
the place seemed almost deserted, though, when 
entered by our troops, it was found to be thronged 
with soldiers who had thrown away their arms, 
released prisoners, and the numerous voluntary 
and involantary followers of Theodore's fortunes. 
The artificial defences consisted of stone walK 
loophooled and surmounted by strong and thick 
barricades of thorny stakes with narrow stone 
gateways ; the lower one built upon the interior, 
the higher one being 70 feet above the lower, and 
approached by a very steep, narrow path winding 
amongst the soldiers' huts. 

" The attack was ably conducted by Sir Charles 
Staveley, and gallantly earned out by the troops. 
Fortunately the defences were vexy unscientifically 
constructed, and though the attack was met by a 
short fire from the enemy, yet they coald not 
direct it on the head of the storming party with- 
out exposing themselves to the rapid and fatal fire 
of the Snider rifle, and our loss was, in conse- 
quence, very small. The Boyal Engineers and 
Sappers, and leading sections of the 33nl Regi- 
ment, were long before they could force an en- 
trance, and during this time nine Officers and men 
received wounds or contusions. At length an en- 
trance was found by means of the ladders near the 
gate, and by the leading men of the S3rd, who 
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scaled a rook and tanied tlie defences of tiie gate- 
way. The enemy were driven to the second bar. 
ricade, and when that was carried all resistance 
ceased. Amongst the dead near the outer gate- 
way were found several of Theodore's most 
devoted chiefs— one of them, Dejach Enjeda, 
had uiged Theodore to murder all the captives, a 
course from which he was dissuaded by others. 
Close to the second gateway lay the body of 
Theodore. At the moment when the barricade 
was forced by the 33rd, Theodore fell, as I have 
since learned, by his own hands. His troops im^ 
mediately fled — some by the EafiQr Burr gate, 
which we found choked with arms that had been 
cast away in their flight. Of these fugitives, the 
greater part fell into the hands of the Q alias, and 
the remainder, seeing the fate of their comrades, 
and hearing the taunting invitations of the Qallas, 
returned to Magdala and surrendered."* 

Very little booty was captured by the Army 
It consisted chiefly of spears, swords, carpets, 
silver ornaments, crosses, and croziers taken from 
various churches by the common spoliator, 
Theodorus, bibles (curiously illustrated), guns, 
pistols, gauntlets, saddles, bridles, &c. All these 
articles were sold by public auction for a few 
thousands of pounds, and the proceeds distributed 
among the troops. The only articles retained 
were three silver drums, which were presented as 
trophies to the Begiments who took the foremost 
part in the actions at Arogie and the storming of 
Magdala, and a crown or two, a seal, two robes, 
and some jewels, which were forwarded to Queen 
Victoria. 

Sir Bobert Napier having destroyed Magdala, 
leaving it merely " a blackened rock," marched 
back his Army in precisely the same order in 
which it had advanced, and when he reached the 
plain of Dalsulo he reviewed the force in presence 
of the rescued captives, and addressed it in the 
foUowing terms : 

"Soldiers of the Army of Aby8sinia,-*The 
Queen and the people of England entrusted to you 
a very arduous and difficult expedition, to release 
our countrymen from a long and painful captivity, 
and to vindicate the honour of our country, which 
had been outraged by Theodore, King of Abys- 
sinia. I congratulate you with aU my heart on the 
noble way in which you have fulfilled the com- 
mands of our Sovereign. Tou have traversed, 
often under a tropical sun, or amidst storms of 
rain and sleet, four hundred miles of mountainous 

* It IB singular that in his despatch Sir Robert Napier 
Bbould have omitted to mention the share which the Ist 
Battalion 4th Foot had in the action. That Battalion 
was actoally in contact with the enemy, and had the only 
casualty of the war amongst the Officers. The Colonel 
who commanded was wounded, and receiyed the C.B. 
in consequence. 



and difficult country. Tou have crossed many 
steep and precipitous ranges of mountains, more 
than 10,000 feet in altitude, where your supplies 
could not keep up with you. When you arrived 
within reach of your enemy, though with scanty 
food, and some of you for many hours without 
either food or water, in four days you passed the 
formidable chasm of the Bashilo, and defeated the 
Army of Theodore, which poured down upon you 
from their lofty fortress in full confidence of victory. 

" A host of many thousands have laid down 
their arms at your feet. You have captured and 
destroyed upwards of thirty pieces of artillery, 
many of great weight and efficiency, with ample 
stores of ammunition. Tou have stormed the 
almost inaccessible fortress of Magdala, defended 
by Theodore, with the desperate remnant of his 
chiefs and followers. After you forced the 
entrance, Theodore, who never showed mercy, 
distrusted the offer of mercy held out to him, and 
died by his own hand. Tou have released, not 
only tiie British captives, but those of other 
friendly nations. Tou have unloosed the chains 
of more than ninety of the principal chiefs of 
Abyssinia. Magdala, on which so many victims 
have been slaughtered, has been committed to the 
flames, and remains only a scorched rock. Our 
complete and rapid success is due, first to the 
mercy of God, whose hand I feel assured has been 
over us in a just cause ; secondly, to the high 
spirit with which you have been inspired. Indian 
soldiers have forgotten the prejudices of race and 
creed to keep pace with their European comrades. 
Never has an Army entered on a war with more 
honourable feelings than yours ; this has x^rried 
you through many fatigues and difficulties ; you 
have only been eager for the moment when you 
could close with your enemy. The remembrance 
of your privations will pass away quickly, but 
your gallant exploit will live in history. The 
Queen and the people of England will appreciate 
your services. On my part, as your Commander, 
I thank you for your devotion to your duty, and 
the good discipline you have maintained. Not a 
single complaint has been made against a soldier 
of fields injured or villages wilfully molested in 
property or person. We must not forget what is 
due to our comrades who have been labouring for 
us in the sultry climate of 2^ula and the pass of 
Eoomaylee, or in the monotony of the posts which 
maintained our communications. Each and all 
would have given all they possessed to be with us ; 
but they deserve our gratitude. 

" I shall watch over your safety to the moment 
of your re-embarkation, and to the end of my life 
remember with pride that I have commanded you. 

(Signed) " B. Napieb, Lieutenant-General, 

" Commander-in-Chief. 

*' Camp Dalsulo, April 20, 1868." 
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The world is so mucli accastomed to assodate 
tlie idea of great heroism with sangainary battles 
and yictories gained under circumstances of serious 
difficulty, that it was not prepared to find a British 
General and his Army accomplishing important 
results with scarcely any bloodshed on the part of 
the victors. Tet, for two thousand years, the 
epithet '* Great " has been especially accorded to 
Alexander, the son of Philip of Macedon, whose 
chiefest glory lay in his wonderful marches through 
foreign countries and among a hostile people. 
For twelve years did the '* Macedonian madman " 
push forward his phalangees and cohorts, fighting 
but three battles of any consequence with the 
Persians and Indians, while he covered nearly 
20,000 miles of ground. Sir Bobert Napier 
achieved " greatness " by the same means. He 
cut his way through fastnesses of incredible 
strength, met his enemy, defeated him, fulfilled 
the object of his warlike mission, destroyed the 
stronghold of the King, and returned with his 
Army by the same route, without appropriating or 
annexing to the British territories a single inch of 
Abyssinian land. Such a feat of artistic warfare, 
with so noble and disinterested a result, was never 
accomplished in either ancient or modern times. 

No General — ^not even Wellington himself after 
he had conquered Napoleon and his Marshals — 
ever received so many warm and earnest tributes 
of the admiration and gratitude of his country as 
Sir Bobert Napier. Heturning to England, after 
his brilliant enterprise was at an end, he was 
received at Dover with enthusiasm. Her Majesty 
the Queen, who had bestowed upon him the much- 
coveted honour of the Grand Gross of the Bath 
the moment intelligence arrived of the fall pi 
Magdala^ greeted him at Windsor Gastle with 
cordiality, and subsequently raised him to the 
peerage by the title of Lord Napier of Magdala. 
Doth Houses of Parliament voted him the expres- 
sion of their thanks in terms of eloquent eulogy, 
and unanimously voted him a pension of 2,000Z. 
a year. All the principal clubs and the directors 
of the Giystal Palace invited him and his chosen 
companions in arms to fdtes specially prepared in 
their honour. He was the guest of the Lord 
Mayor at a splendid banquet at the Mansion 
House, and the Corporation of London presented 
him with the freedom of the City in a superb 
gold box prepared for the nonce. On this latter 
occasion the hero of Magdala was addressed by the 
Chamberlain in the name of the Corporation, and 
the recapitulation of his deeds was conceived in 
such felicitous terms that they cast into the shade 
all the brilliant orations, sensational and post- 
prandial, which formed the staple of the various 
receptions he had experienced. The speech was 
at once an historical summary of the exploits of 
the expedition, and a graceful compliment to its 



distinguished leader. The temptation to transfer 
it to these pages is irresistible. 

The Chamberlain, addressing his lordship, siud : 
"The resolution which has just been read, expresses 
in concise terms the sentiments of this honourabb 
court in reference to the very brilliant services 
which your lordship has rendered to your countnr ; 
and it is expected of me, in giving effect to that 
resolution, that I should somewhat amplify the 
terms used by the court, and address to your lord- 
ship a few words of hearty congratulation. The 
name of Napier — associated, as it is, with one (^ 
the most serviceable of mathematical discoveries — 
is also greatly distinguished in the Military and 
Naval annals of our country. That name i% 
moreover, inscribed already upon our municipal 
roll, in the person of a connection of your lordship's 
family — the late Admiral Sir Charles Napier,* 
who received the honorary freedom of this city in 
acknowledgment of his gallant exploit, the siege 
of Acre ; and although the name of Bobert Napier 
has not hitherto been enrolled on that record, yet 
no less than six votes of this honourable ooozt 
allude to services and successes iiv India, the Pan- 
jaub, and China, in which your lordship bore a 
distinguished part, under Lords Hardinge, Gough, 
and Clyde, Sir J, Outram, and others, but which 
are too numerous to refer to specifically on this 
occasion. These services, sufficiently important to 
satisfy the ambition of any man, are, however, 
cast into the shade by the crowning and signal 
services which your lordship has recently rendered. 
The advance upon Magdala, if we could divest oar 
minds and memories of the sanguinary episode at its 
close, looks more like a grand geographical explora- 
tion, a philanthropic expedition — suidias that under^ 
taken by Livingstone^-on a gigantic scale, rather 
than the march of a hostile invader, travelling in 
the greatness of his strength. The method, order, 
and foresight displayed in its organisation, the 
almost mathematical precision and certainty of 
every step taken, the conciliatory treatment of the 
natives, the absence of undue delay or of excessive 
haste, the undeviating and unfaltering pursuit of 
the plan laid down, until, with the celerity, sud- 
denness, and certainty of the lion^s spring, the 
great object of the expedition was obtained, — aU 
these circumstances mark the Abyssinian campaign 
as altogether exceptional of its kind. Begarded 
in another aspect, the Abyssinian war was re- 
markable. In it were brought together, by those 
who inaugurated and conducted it, unosaal and 
apparently incongruous elements, all of which, 
however, were found helpful and contribatory to 
the result. The Army — ^English as well as Indian 
— the Navy, and Engineers, were alike represented. 

* The Chamberlain was mistaken in this aUnsion. Sir 
Robert was not in the slightest degree conneoted with the 
ancient family of the Napiers.— Auibob. 
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Following the example of old Borne in her days 
of conqaest, tributaries were used as auxiliaries. 
Three continents furnished their respective oon- 
tlngents ; the soldiers of Europe, Mahommedans 
and Hindoos of Asia, as well as African mule- 
drivers, made up the motley array, which acted 
with as much unanimity as gallantry, and which 
your lordship so successfully handled. A port 
of debarkation had to be constructed, a base of sup- 
ply and operation provided, railway and telegraph 
to be laid down, two chains of Alpine mountains to 
be surmounted, and water to be sought for and 
obtained at every poet along that ' bridge of 400 
miles ' (as your lordship has termed it) ' which 
the soldier constructed as he passed on to victory.' 
To these ends the sdence of the present was laid 
under contribution as well as the ruder methods 
of the past, and the most scientifically conducted 
expedition the world has seen was accompanied 
by many thousands of Eastern beasts of burden 
—elephants, camels, bullocks, and mules — so that 
it resembled more the progress of some great 
patriarchal sheik than that of an Army despatched 
by a State of Western Europe. The absolute 
success of the expedition, and the complete 
attainment of all its ends, justify, however, 
the exceptional incidents of its inception and 
conduct. Not one object of the war re- 
mained unsatisfied, not a captive was left 
behind. Sixty Europeans in all were delivered 
from a despotic and arbitrary tyrant, whose Army 
you scattered, whose ihaccessible 'mountain of 
prey ' you spoiled, and whose oppressive rule you 
brought to an end. And, as regards the moral 
aspects of the war, all was alike admirable. 
Undertaken by the Government on the highest 
grounds of civilisation and humanity— a war of 
liberation rather than of retribution or acquisi- 
tion — it was so conducted as to leave leader and 
followers covered with renown. There have been 
wars undertaken from lower motives,in which success 
brought no honour; there have Iteen struggles 
against greater odds, but they have been unduly 
sanguinary, and humanity decided that they were 
not worth their cost in blood and strength; 
friendly intervention has sometimes resulted in 
oppressive occupation ; license has been granted 
to the soldier as the reward* of valour, and 
severity has sometimes degenerated into cruelty ; 
thus the scutcheon of many a successful leader is 
disfigured by the bar-sinister ; but of the Abys- 
sinian expedition it may be said, with perfect 
truth, that men. Officers, and leader alike are ab- 
solutely 'sans peuT et sans reproche.' Our 
motives also were justified and honoured in the 
eyes of foreign nations, no policy of annexation 
sullying the Military triumph ; for when victory 
was won, and the captives were liberated, there 
came also the simultaneoas telegram, ' The Army 



is on its return.* For the forethought, good judg^ 
ment, discretion, gallantry, and moderation which 
your lordship signally manifested ; for the won- 
derful combination of skilful organisation of sol- 
dierly daring and of diplomatic firmness which 
under Providence secured the result, this oourt 
tenders you, in the name of the citizens of London, 
the highest compliment at its disposal I now 
present to you the copy of the record of your 
freedom, and offer your lordship the right hand 
of fellowship as a citizen of London. A sword is 
in preparation, and will be forwarded to your 
lordship when complete. It is hoped that, as a 
work of art, it may be worthy of the occasion 
and of your acceptance. Li the name of his 
lordship the Mayor, the Aldermen, and every mem- 
ber of this honourable court, I express a very 
fervent hope and wish that your lordship may be 
long spared to enjoy the honours showered upon 
you by your Sovereign, by Parliament, and by 
your f ellow-citizens. Tour lordship will be gratified 
when I add that the officers of this court recognise 
in Brigadier-General Merewether (who was one 
of your right hands in organising the expedition) 
a son of the late respected town clerk of this dty, 
and they accordingly expect that I should offer 
to your lordship and to General Merewether their 
respectful good wishes and congratulations, in addi- 
tion to those offered on behalf of the Corporation. *' 

To crown the satisfaction of Lord Napier, the 
Secretary of State for India addressed him a 
highly complimentary letter conveying the expres- 
sion of Her Majesty's high approvsS ; and with 
an extract from this interesting 'and gratifying 
document the history of the Abyssinian Expedi- 
tion may fitly close : 

"The foresight evinced in your arrangements, the 
precision with which you have executed them, the 
combined promptitude and caution which you have 
displayed throughout the campaign, the skill with 
which you have conducted your communications 
with the native chiefs, and the admirable spirit 
which you have infused into your troops, have 
enabled your Excellency to carry to a successful 
issue operations of an almost unparalleled cha- 
racter, overcoming physical difficulties such as few 
Armies in modem times have encountered, and 
such as probably no Army has ever surmounted 
with fewer casualties and a smaller loss of life. 

"Her Majesty has observed with especial pleasutb 
the care which has been taken to provide for the 
wants of the sick and wounded, and, while re- 
joicing to leam that under the blessing of GK>d 
the losses sustained in the campaign have been 
but trifling, desires me to convey to your Excel- 
lency her thanks for this foresight, and at the 
same time to express her gratification at hearing 
of the satisfactory progress of the wounded to- 
I wards recovery. 
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"Throngliotit the campaign yonr Excellency has 
been well and ably supported by the Divisional 
and other Officers under your command, to whom, 
as well as to the Officers employed in the political 
department, I am commanded to express Her 
Majesty's warmest acknowledgments. • 

'* Her Majesty desires me to convey to the troops, 
both European and Native, her hearty thanks for 
the zeal, good humour, patience, and fortitude 
with which they have supported the severe labours 
and privations of the campaign ; for the admirable 
discipline which has distinguished the entire Force, 
and for the gallantry displayed by those who took, 
part in the final struggle. 

"It is with peculiar gratification that I find 
myself charged with the duty of conveying these 
acknowledgments to the Native portion of the 
Army. They have taken a worthy place by the 
side of their English fellow-soldiers, in an opera- 
tion on which the attention of Europe has been 
fixed, and have given the world a striking proof 
of the extent to which India contributes to the 
power of the British Empire. 

" Her Majesty has observed with much satisfac- 
tion the cordiality with which the Naval duties of 
the Expedition have been conducted by Commo- 
dore Heath, B.N., and the Officers and men of 
the Boyal Navy. The records of your proceed- 
ings show to how very great an extent the success 
of the Expedition h^ depended on this co- 
operation. 

" I have submitted to Her Majesty's Government 
your Excellency's reconmiendation that a pecu- 
niary grant should be made to the troops in con- 
sideration of the gallantry they have displayed, 
and the hardships and losses which they have 
endured ; and I have the pleasure to acquaint you 
that they have resolved on granting six months' 
donation batta to the Naval and Military Forces. 
— *I have, &c., 

(Signed) " Stafford H. Northcote." 

Wars with the aborigines of the Golonies have 
never excited as much interest in England as 
those which have been waged with European 
Powers nearer home. This has arisen partly from 
the distance of the mother country from the 
scene of action, and partly from the belief that 
the Natives were inferior in all that constituted 
strength in war to the white-faced soldiers to 
whom they were opposed. Their want of scien- 
tific knowledge, the absence of Artillery and a 
well-trained Cavalry, the (supposed) unprotected 
nature of the country and of the persons of the 
sable warriors, the questionable justice of the 
contests, the intervals that have elapsed in the 
reception of intelligence from the scene of opera- 
tions, have formed so many grounds of indiffer- 
ence, and of the in appreciation of the valour and 



endurance displayed by the disciplined iroops in 
their contests with the Natives. Thus it was 
commonly and truthfully said before the great 
Sepoy Mutiny that a street fight excited more 
curiosity in England than the fierce wars carried 
on in India. Hostilities at the Cape of Good 
Hope and in China were regarded with the like 
nonchalance, and a war with the savi^ea in the 
bush of Australia or of Tasmania was almost 
derided from its supposed insignificance. This 
deplorable ignorance on the part of the British 
community has been a source of injustice to the 
Army, for probably no campaigns have been 
fraught with greater toils and dangers, or elicited 
more remarkable instances of general discipline 
and individual intrepidity, than thoee which dis- 
tinguished the operations in New Zealand between 
1860 and 1869. 

Into the causes of the protracted war it ia not 
difficult to penetrate. The Maories, or indigenes 
of New Zealand, are about 60,000 in number. 
The reputation which they had acquired for 
barbarity by sundry massacres of the crews of 
ships was not very encouraging to persons who 
desired to emigrate to Tasmania ; but in 1839 
the British Government, having four years pre- 
viously recognised the independence of the 
Natives and bestowed upon them a national flag, 
sent out a Governor to New Zealand, and the 
Natives were induced by some missionaries esta- 
blished on the island to enter into a treaty, at 
Waitangi, in which the supremacy of the Queen 
of England was acknowledged. For acme time 
the new order of things worked well. The Natives 
found their account in commerce with the English, 
and the latter were unmolested in their dwellinga 
Over-population in England had directed atten- 
tion to the Golonies, and the reports received at 
home of the fertility of New Zealand led to the 
formation of a company and the settlement of 
many Europeans, who purchased land from the 
people. But the Natives did not relish the 
alienation of their lands, though they received the 
equivalent for which they had stipulated, nor the 
growth of a white population. Neither could 
they reconcile themselves to the supremacy of 
England, which had only been nominally acknow- 
ledged and tacitly endured. Ignoring, therefore, 
the treaty of Waitangi, the Maories elected one of 
their chiefs to an absolute sovereignty over them- 
selves, and formed a league to prevent the sale of 
their lands to any individual member of a tribe. 
According to their laws the land of the colony 
belongs to an entire tribe, and no man has a right 
to dispose of a single acre without the consent of 
that tribe, among whom the proceeds of the sale 
are distributed. This rule, however, the English 
settlers did not recognise, and the sale of lands 
went on. The Maories patiently endured the 
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deparfcore from the laws they had laid down for 
themaelyes until 1860, when thej flew to arms, 
and attacked the dwellings of the settlers in order 
to expel them from the coontry. There were but 
few troops in the Colonies. The Governor, Sir 
George Grey, a man of great administrative talent 
and energy, sent to Australia for reinforcements, 
and put the Colony in a state of defence. Aggres- 
sion literally began with the Maories ; it was 
therefore necessary to attack them in turn, and 
this involved expeditions into the bush or jungle 
which they occupied, and where they had raised 
formidable pahs or stockades on scientific prin- 
ciples, protecting the approaches by a belt of rifle 
pits. 

It would be impossible to enter into the details 
of the numerous campaigns which commenced in 
1860, and continued with little interruption for 
eight or nine years. Conducted with more or less 
skill by Generals Oameron, Pratt, and Chute, they 
gave abundance of employment to several of the 
finest Begiments in the Service. The hardships 
endured by the different Corps were exceedingly 
severe. Their marches lay through dense jungles 
and swamps, across rivers and over hills, down 
into deep and almost precipitous ravines. Lying 
in ambush, the Maories fired upon the troops con- 
tinually, or assailed them with arrows and 
javelins. The pahs were found to be of the most 
formidable character, offering an unexpected 
resistance to the brave men by whom they were 
stormed or tamed. Numerous gallant deeds were 
performed in the various stages of the contest at 
different times. The Artillery, the Engineers, 
the 12th, 14th, 18th, 40th, 43rd, 50th, 57th, 
58th, 6.5th, 68th, 70th, 96th, and 99th were 
engaged, and eachBegiment gloriously maintained 
the reputation it had gained in other fields and 
at other times. Credit is due to Colonel (after- 
wards General Sir Trevor) Chute for the best 
conceived and most skilfully executed piece of 
strategy which distinguished the war. But the 
instances of individual daring were numerous, and 
won for the survivors the valaed Victoria Cross. 
Among the deserving recipients of the prize were 
Lieutenant-Colonel M'Neill, of the 107th; Dr 
Manley, Assistant- Surgeon William Temple, and 
Lieutenant Pickard, all of the Boyal Artillery, 
who under fire afforded succour to wounded men ; 
Serjeant (afterwards Ensign) M'Eenna, of the 
65th ; Serjeant-Major Lucas, of the 40th ; Ensign 
Down and Drummer Stagpoole,'of the 57th. To 
these honours fairly won by the Begiments Her 
Majesty added her permission to inscribe the 
words " New Zealand " on the colours. 
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[AUkongh the title-page and heading of thia " Familiar 
History '* aDnonncea that it woald be olosed with the 
fall of Magdala, whioh terminated the operations of the 
Abyaainian Expedition, ao many events of importance 
have ooourred daring the years 1869 and '70 that* for the 
sake of bringing down the History to the time of pabli- 
oation, it is deemed advisable to add another chapter.] 



The Saez Canal^Bedactioa of the Strength of the 
Army^-Suicide and Murder in the Army sappressed 
— Fines Established for Drankenness — Sham Fights 
-*New Field Exercise — Spade Drill — Military Labour 
—Military Science — Army Control —The Army Ser- 
vice Corps— Colonel BoxerRemoved— Further Army 
Redactions — Increase of the Army — ^Appointment of 
a Sarveyor-Generai of the Ordnance and Finance 
Secretary — Fenian Disturbances in Canada—Expe- 
dition to the Red River Territory— Casualties on a 
March — Garrison Instructors — New Enlistment Act 
—New Volunteer Regulations— Conclusion. 

In an age of progress it is exceedingly difficult 
to bring contemporary history to a definite con- 
clusion. Every hour converts the Future to the 
Present, and leaves the Present with the Past. 
The utmost, therefore, that can be expected in a 
work of this kind is that it shall mention the 
commencement of organic changes which are 
actually in course of completion, leaving to f atore 
historians or future editors the pleasing office- of 
chronicling the perfection of those alterations and 
hoped-for improvements which are travelling 
towards maturity. Boyal Commissions, and Com- 
mittees superintending experiments, are slow iu 
their deliberations and tardy in sending in their 
Reports, which, again, have to pass through the 
te(&ous manipulation of the printing-office before 
they become public property. To register fails 
accomplia is, however, within the competency of 
the historian of current events, and to such as 
have distinguished 1869 and the autumn of 1870 
the author of this work will now confine himself. 

The year 1869 will be memorable in all time 
as that in which the most gigantic modem under- 
taking was brought to a happy conclusion. The 
junction of the Mediterranean and Bed Seas by a 
canal of nearly 100 miles in length, commencing 
at Port Said on the former and Suez on the latter 
sea, was an incident of mighty importance from 
a commercial and social point of view, and not 
without significance in its Military conditions. 
England had, in a great measure, ceased to for- 
ward troops to India by the tedious route of the 
Cape of Good Hope. It was found more easy to 
transport them to Alexandria and thence to Suez, 
where vessels could be sent from India for their 
reception, and the conveyance, in like manner, of 
troops returning home, than to keep them shut 
up for four months together in a sailing ship, 
however well constructed, found, and navigated. 
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The rabsiitaiion of a oanal which can oonTcy 
troopB and OfiBcers without the trouble, cost, and 
delay of transfer from steamer to railway, and rail- 
way to steamer, was recommended by considera* 
tions of political as well as Military expediency. 
The opening of the Suez Oanal, which owes its 
origin to the enterprise and its completion to the 
energy of M. Ferdinand de Lesseps (liberally aided 
by capitalists and the Viceroy of Egypt), mast 
therefore hold a place in any Military history. 
Looking at the relations of England, France, and 
Egypt, which might at any moment be inter- 
rupted, the great work is destined to play a part 
in future quarrels as well as to contribute to the 
Military strength of England —in reference to her 
Indian possessions — daring the continuance of peace. 
Most statesmen who are called to the OouncLls 
of the Sovereign bid for popularity by imme- 
diately reducing the ezpenditare of the country, 
and so regulating taxation that the budget of the 
Ohancellor of the Exchequer shall exhibit a com- 
paratively flourishing state of the National 
Bevenue. The Army and Navy are habitually 
regarded as fair objdcts for the economical experi- 
ments of the Ministers who are entrusted with the 
War Department and the Admiralty. With the 
statesmen who have been educated in the penurious 
policy of what is understood as the Manchester 
School, the application of the shears to those 
branches of the public service is peculiarly agree- 
able. Absolute efficiency, justice to the Services, 
and the necessity for being prepared for political 
eventualities, are disregarded in the presence of a 
certainty of saving a million or so of the public 
money. Hence the Ministers of 1869 were 
industrious in effecting reductions in the Forces. 
Battalions were reduced to 560 rank and file 
because the measure saved the country, for the 
time, rather more than a million of money. Dis- 
satisfaction was produced by the economy, and it 
was confidently predicted that the day would soon 
arrive when the Government would be called upon 
to retrace its dangerous steps. There was cer. 
tainly no immediate prospect of England's being 
under the necessity of sending an Army into the 
field, but the Home Defence was insisted upon as 
a matter of vital importance. Practically, the 
Qovemment admitted the importance of strength- 
ening the Beserve while it reduced the Begular 
Force. A new Militia Bill was passed, which 
abolished the property qualification of the Officers, 
in the hope that the numbers of candidates for 
Militia commissions would be increased ; and, to 
impart a certain cohesion to the Force and increase 
its popularity, it was decreed that when the 
Militia was training it should be xmder the com- 
mand of a General Officer. Other measures were 
adopted with the like tendency to render the 
Militia attractive. 



An extraordinary number of suiddes and mur- 
ders taking place in the ranks of the Army in 
the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies, 
much erroneous conjecture found a place in that 
portion of the Press which is always on the 
watch for opportunities of deprecating the action 
of Officers and the system of disdpline in the 
British Army. It was maintained thai the men 
in the ranks were rendered miserable either by 
the monotony of barrack life or the tyranny of 
the centurions. Those public writers, however, 
who were animated by loyal sentiments, and took 
a more general view of human infirmity, con- 
tended that crime and passionate impulse were not 
more rife in the British Army than in the civil 
walks of life, but that soldiers were irresistibly 
tempted to commit offences against thmr own 
lives and those of their comrades by the imme- 
diate presence of fire-arms and cartridges. The 
Horse Guards, after resbting for a time, according 
to custom, the common sense of the public Press, 
yielded the point, and orders were issued for the 
deposit of the service ammunition in the Regi- 
mental expense magazines. From that moment 
murders and suicides in the ranks almost entirely 
ceased. 

There is no doubt — ^indeed, the circamstances 
attending many of the fatal acts of violence esta- 
blished the face — ^that habitual drunkenness had 
a large share in producing the condition of mind 
which led to crime. The ordinary punishments 
having failed to eradicate that striking blemish of 
the Services-injurious alike to health and disci- 
pline^-it was resolved by the Oommander-in-Ghief 
and the War Minister to try the effect of pecu- 
niary mulcts. Soldiers have not too much to 
spare from their pay, after stoppages have been 
made for their messing, cooking, and other 
ordinary items ; it was concluded, therefore, that 
if a deduction were made from the little balance 
accruing to them on each occasion of intoxication, 
they would abandon a habit at once disgraoefal 
and injurious. The result was in one sense happy, 
for the heavy fines to which habitual topers sub- 
jected themselves created a fund which enabled 
the Secretary of State to augment the pecuniary 
rewards ultimately assigned to deserving soldiers 
on their quitting the Service. It is believed, also, 
that the effect of the law was to curb the inoliaa- 
tions of even confirmed drunkards, and thereby 
promote the ends of discipline. 

The example of foreign Armies— since their 
successes in the field have forced Englishmen to a 
recognition of their merit — led to the adoption of 
some of the usages which rendered their camps of 
instruction more thoroughly serviceable than the 
mere field-day formalities to which British Officers 
and soldiers had been apcustomedl The sham 
fighto of the Prussians, it appeared, were not a 
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series of manoeiiyres prescribed to two imaginary 
contending Armies, and followed to tlie letter 
of a programme. It was rather left to the discre- 
tion of the Oommanding Officers of the rival 
Forces to carry out the mimic enconnter in their 
own way, nmpires being selected from the Stafif, 
who shoald, at a given point and time, determine 
with whom the victory of position lay. The in- 
trodnction of this practice on fields of exercise 
where there was scope for ingenious manoeuvre 
lent an interest to the operations at Aldershot and 
Portsmouth, and relieved the troops of the fatigue 
and monotony of a course of prepared movements. 
Much blundering and incapacity were exposed by 
the test of fitness for command supplied in the 
" sham fights," and it is very doubtful if the ab- 
sence of the deadly effects of the arms of preci- 
sion now in uniyersal use did not convey very 
false impressions of the utility of certain field de- 
vices; but if the practice gives confidence to 
Commanding Officers; and sets men thinking upon 
all the accidente and contingencies incidental to 
real warfare, its continuance, habitually, cannot 
possibly do any harm. 

Increased offensive power in the field suggests 
defensive expedients. Notably one of the most 
important of these latter is the improvisation of 
temporary cover, if time does not allow of the 
construction of elaborate entrenchments. Soldiers 
are industrious enough in the performance of 
work which multiplies the resources of safety in 
action, but the best intentions will fail for want of 
practice and implements. Spade drill, therefore, 
became a feature of the field exercises of the 
British Army, and had the double advantage of 
giving the men wholesome exercise of a less weari- 
some character than the eternal manual and pla- 
toon, and, at the same time, of showing how they 
might protect themselves in a few minutes from 
the fire of an enemy. 

But spade drill was not the only kind of extra 
work introduced into the Army. Simultaneously 
with its adoption. Military labour of a general 
nature received patronage from the authorities. 
They discovered, what had long been obvious to 
many Officers, and strongly urged by them, that 
the emplojrment of the soldier in his leisure on road- 
making and building, and in many of the handi- 
crafts common to the artisans and journeymen 
tradesmen who bad enlisted, would be a measure 
of State profit pecuniarily, an enjoyment to the 
men themselves, and a temptation to many persons 
to enter the Service. Military labour thenceforth 
became a feature of the management of the 
Army, 

Military science received a material impulse in 
the year under review. The comparative merits 
of Segment and Shrapnel shells, the ntilily of 
torpedoes as floating defences of harbours, the 



value of certain descriptions of fuses and cart- 
ridges, the introduction of systems of signalling 
and telegraphy, the study of photography as 
applicable to purposes of war, gymnastic exer- 
cises, all furnished occupation for Officers and men 
alike, and presented to the country additional 
guarantees that, in the hour of danger, the Army 
would be found prepared to do its part. 

Among other scientific appliances in connection 
with war may be included a striking example of 
the manifold purposes to which electricity may 
be applied. At one of the sham sieges carried on 
at Chatham a night attack was arranged, and as 
soon as the besiegers approached the counterscarp 
of the ditch, a brilliant electric light was cast 
upon them, and the besiegers were thus enabled 
to observe and frustrate their operations. In real 
attacks such a means of observation would be 
fatal to the Engineers of the besieging Force, be- 
cause it would enable the besieged to drive them 
from their works. 

For the sterner duties of the profession there 
was scarcely any field in 1869, but it would be 
unjust to pass over in silence the steady and effec- 
tive conduct of a Battalion of the 4th Foot when 
called upon by the civil authorities to suppress a 
formidable riot at Mold, in Flintshire. Two Offi- 
cers and two men were seriously hurt by the 
showers of stones hurled by crowds of miscreants 
who disturbed the peace of society in a violent 
attempt to obtain their own ends. 

The close of the year beheld the complete over- 
throw of the Commissariat system, the Barrack, 
Store, and Transport Departments, and the sub- 
stitution of a form of Supply and Control in 
some measure corresponding with the Intendwnce 
of the French Army. It has the advantages 
without the proved faults of that system. So 
comprehensive a change, recommended by a Com- 
mission composed of some of the most expe- 
rienced Officers in the Service, must have become 
urgently necessary. It dated, indeed, from the 
calamitous experience of the Crimean war. " Eng- 
land,*' writes an able commentator on the disasters 
attending her unprepared condition, '* drifted into 
that war without understanding that we were 
really entering upon a campaign in an enemy's 
country, and, in the midst of privations and suffer- 
ings, we were compelled to improvise services 
which should have been organised long before- 
hand. Of course, the organisation, effected piece- 
meal and precipitately, was seriously defective. It 
was multiform, expensive, and fragmentary, want- 
ing in unity, completeness, and power. Four men 
were employed where two, perhaps, might have 
been sufficient ; and, what was worse, these four 
took their orders from different authorities. The 
first thing required, therefore, was fusion, from 
which would follow not only concentration of 
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aathority and responsibility, but efficiency and 
economy too." 

It took two years to complete tbe plan of the 
new Army Control Department. The difiSculties 
of the task were very great. 

In conjunction with the Control Department an 
" Army Service Corps " was formed. It consisted 
of 1,760 rank and file and non-commissioned offi- 
cers and 900 horses, but to insure its efficiency a 
much higher rate of pay was laid down for the ser- 
vice, and men were encouraged to volunteer for the 
Corps under conditions which insured the highest 
class of utility accompanied by the recommenda- 
tion of xmdeniably good character « Summing up 
the necessity for the reforms thus introduced, and 
their probable utility, the writer from whom we 
have quoted says:. "In the main the object is 
simply to bring the several branches of the supply 
service into one body, and place them under the 
control of one responsible head. The division of 
labour may continue as before. Stores must still 
be received, kept^ and issued ; troops will require 
food and fuel, and horses forage ; barracks will 
need to be kept in repair, and the difference be- 
tween men effective and men in hospital will be 
as palpable as ever. But there is obviously 
no reason why the men in charge of these 
various duties should not be brought under one 
and the same superintendence. One body of 
Officers and one body of men, all under the 
control of one and the same authority, could 
divide these duties between them with equal suc- 
cess and advantage, and that, in a few words, is 
what will now be done. Never, probably, was an 
Army nearer its base of supplies than our Army 
before Sebastopol ; never was a base more abso- 
lutely secure or accessible. We could and did 
pour the riches of a kingdom into Balaklava, but 
between Balaklava and the front a few miles in- 
tervened, and this short distance, owing to the 
want of transport service, reduced our Army to 
distress. The clothing which should have pro- 
tected the troops in the terrible cold of winter 
was sunk off the coast before it could be landed ; 
the ammunition required for the batteries was 
carried up from the harbour on men's backs. As 
for other departments, thpy fairly broke down, if, 
indeed, it would not be more reasonable to say 
they were found to have no effective existence. 
The truth is we never knew what we were about. 
We did not know that we were going to war, in 
so far as war meant a winter campaign ; and if 
we had known it, it is doubtful if, at first, we 
could have done much better. We had nothing 
to help us but the reminiscences and experience of 
the last great war, dim and faded from lapse of 
years, and unsuited anyhow to modem times. We 
know better now what it costs to keep a fighting 
man in fighting order, and how very much besides 



Officers and soldiers goes to the making of an 
effective Army. Perhaps when the ' Control De- 
partment' and the 'Army Service Coips' are 
completely organised we shall be able to take the 
measure of these requirements, and see how many 
men are wanted to serve a Battalion while the 
Battalion serves the country." 

It would be pleasant to terminate the summary 
of Military events in 1869 without the record of 
a single drawback. Truth, however, requires it 
should be stated that the removal from his poet 
of one of the most valuable members of the 
Ordnance service cast a shadow, over the occur- 
rences of the year, and shook public faith in the 
character of the management of the affairs of the 
War Office. It appeared that Colonel Boxer, of the 
Boyal Artillery, whose inestimable services in the 
Ordnance Department, as an inventor of projectiles, 
had been recognised by the Secretary of State for 
War during the Crimean war, who declared that he 
had saved the department from disgrace and the 
country from imminent danger, was enjoying the 
advantages of his inventive skill in a royalty or 
percentage on certain patented cartridges. The 
patent had been purchased by a manufacturing 
firm, and those gentlemen obtained a contract 
for their supply to the British Government. But 
a rival manufacturer of cartridges having gained 
the ear of the War Department, the Secretary of 
State called upon Colonel Boxer to state the cir- 
cumstances of his connection with the makers of his 
invention. He gave as much explanation as he 
deemed the case to demand, offered to add to it 
in a private interview, and proved that he had re- 
ceived the sanction of a previous Secretaiy at 
War to the arrangement into which he had 
entered. This, however, did not satisfy Mr Card- 
well, the Secretary for War de facto. Colonel Boxer 
was informed that Mr Card well considered it to be 
a matter of public concern that " the Officer who 
holds the influential appointment of Superin- 
tendent of the Boyal Laboratory, and who, in 
that position, is charged with the duty of advis- 
ing with regard to the patterns of articles manu- 
factured in the Laboratory, with that of reporting 
upon contracts, and with the inspection of supplies 
received from contractors, should be free from 
any pecuniary interest connected therewith.'* De 
therefore called upon Colonel Boxer, if he desired 
to remain in that position, to give an explicit 
answer to the question which he felt it his duty 
to put to him touching his connection with the 
cartridge manufacturers. In reply to this Colonel 
Boxer repeated his readiness to communicate pri- 
vately with Mr Cardwell, but declared that he 
could not go further without a deliberate sacri- 
fice of principle. Whereupon he was called upcm 
to resign his office. 

It was to be regretted that Colonel Boxer could 
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not withoai a saerifioe enter into further partioa- 
lars, bat it was still more to be lamented that the 
Secretary did not waive the point, and preserve to 
the Service an Officer of exceptional ability. The 
principle laid down by Mr Oardwell in respect -to 
the possibly mischievous consequences of iJlowing 
an Executive Officer to have an interest in the 
purchase of articles required for the Government 
service was perhaps correct and sound; but its 
operation should have been made prospective on 
the vacation by Colonel Boxer of the office he held. 
He had been granted no special reward for his 
inventions, and the contract he had made with the 
purchasers of his patent had received the official 
sanction of Mr Gardwell*s predecessors. 

Fruitful of Army reductions as 1869 had proved, 
the year was altogether surpassed by its successor 
at the end of the first quarter of its existence. 
The besom of economy applied with an unsparing 
hand swept away three Colonial Corps, the depot 
battalions, and a considerable number of Staff 
appointments. 1%e Beport of the' Commissioners 
of Military Education having pronounced against 
the system of instruction at the Military Colleges 
and the Military Academy, numerous professors 
and masters received their congS; the Cavalry 
establishment at Canterbury was abolished, the 
recruiting service was diminished, the Council of 
Military Education extinguished, the rank and 
file of the Army reduced by 11,000 men ; a great 
number of Officers were declared supernumerary, 
and all appointments to military commissions 
suddenly arrested. 

The abatement of expenditure consequent upon 
all these proceedings enabled the Government to 
claim credit with tibe nation for its economy ; but 
the imaginary advantage thus reaped was of 
very temporary duration. France, jealous of the 
Military strength of Prussia, and the profound 
generalship and superior armaments displayed in 
the war she had waged with Austria in 1866, 
sought a pretext for a quarrel with her Northern 
neighbour, and found one in the nomination of a 
young Prussian Prince to the kingly dignity in 
Spain. This, of course, was but the ostensible 
purpose of hostilities. It was known that France 
desired the acqaisition of all those towns and dis- 
tricts west of the Rhine which had formerly 
belonged to her, while Prussia, on her part, coveted 
Alsace and Lorraine, which 170 years previously 
had been German provinces. The French held 
that the Bhine was the natural boundary of the 
two States ; Prussia contended for the Vosges, as 
properly defining the limits of the German empire. 
The moment that war between the two Powers 
had been declared, and their Forces were set in 
motion, the Government of Queen Victoria pro- 
claimed the neutrality of Great Britain, declaring 
that England would only take up arms in the 



event of the noutnlity of Belgium being violated 
by either party. Paradoxical as it may appear, 
a neutral nation must be armed, that she may 
assert her independence and support her neigh- 
hour. Thus, on the heels of the Proclamation of 
the Queen, there followed an application to Parlia- 
ment for two nullions sterling, and 25,000 soldiem 
in addition to the existing strength; thereby 
increasing the burthens of the country, which it 
had been said to be the earnest wish of the Minis- 
try to reduce. 

Further to expedite the business attendant upon 
the administration of Army affairs, an Act was 
passed in 1870 assignuig to the Secretary of State 
the assistance of two Officers of experience and 
capacity— -one in the character of Surveyor- 
General of the Ordnance, and the other in that 
of Financial Secretary of the War Office. The 
duties imposed on these Officers are of an onerous 
but very necessary description. On the Surveyor- 
General of the Ordnance devolves the provision, 
holding, and issuing to all branches of the Army 
and Beserve Forces, food, forage, fuel and light, 
clothing, arms, accoutrements, munitions of war, 
&c., — ^the control of the expenditure of such sup- 
plies — the custody of all buildings in which troops 
are or may be quartered — ^the provision of trans- 
ports for troops — and the preparation of estimates 
for all these Services. In a word, he is the head 
of the Control Department and the Commander of 
the Army Service Corps. To the Financial Secre- 
tary is assigned the preparation of the annual Esti- 
mates for the pay of the Army and Reserve 
Forces, the expense of the Army Services gene- 
rally and the War Office departments, the allowing 
of all cash expenditure, the issue of Warrants for 
the payment of moneys, the tendering advice to the 
Secretary of State for War on all questions of 
pay, retired pay and pensions, and advising him 
generally when required. 

The appointment of Major.General Sir H. 
Storks, 'G.C.B., and Captain the Hon. J. C. T. 
Vivian to these offices reflected great credit on 
the wisdom of Mr Card well. Sir Henry Storks 
had acquired the most perfect confidence of suc- 
cessive Governments through the exercise of sound 
judgment^ temper, and firmness in very responsible 
positions. During the Crimean war he had the 
command of a large Beserve Force at Constanti- 
nople ; he subsequently held the post of Governor 
of Malta, having previously (as the reader will 
probably remember) been honoured with the office 
of Lord High Commissioner of the Ionian Islands. 
While at Malta Sir Henry Storks was sent for, 
express, that he might proceed to Jamaica as the 
President of a Commission appointed to i&quire 
into the painful results of a serious emewte among 
the negroes, which led to the execution of the 
ringleaders, and the interference of the Military in 
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aid of the civil power. Daring tbe process of 
the investigation into the causes and course of the 
insurrection, Sir Henry Storks exercised the func- 
tions of Governor of Jamaica, returning home at 
the close of the inquiry to receive the expression 
of the perfect approbation of the Minister, by 
whom he was placed in the War Office. Oaptain 
Vivian earned his appointment by the mastery he 
had acquired of all questions of Military interest, 
and the talent he had displayed in the course of 
his Parliamentary career. The Secretary of State 
for War had previously benefited by his advice as 
a functionary in the War Office. 

The Fenian Hydra seized the opportunity of a 
reduction of the Begulars in Canada to rear one 
of its hideous heads. A collection of rapscallions 
calling themselves a part of the *' Army of the 
Irish Bepublic " advanced from the United States, 
under one " Gkneral *' O'Neill, with the intention 
of invading Ganadian territory. They were met 
by a determined body of Canadian Volunteers, 
supported by the 69th Foot, and scattered like 
chaff. A Battalion of the Bifle Brigade, under 
Lord A. Bussell, rapidly advanced to the '* theatre 
of war," but the work had been done before their 
arrival — none the less, however, was credit due to 
them for their alacrity. His Boyal Highness 
Prince Arthur, the third son of Queen Victoria, 
accompanied Lord A. Bussell in the capacity of 
Aide-de-Camp, eager to receive his baptism of 
fire. His Boyal Highness, destined, like his elder 
brother the Prince of Wales, to hold rank in the 
Army, had previously received some Military 
training at Woolwich, the Artillery having been the 
Corps of his ultimate adoption. But it was deemed 
advisable that he should likewise acquire a know- 
ledge of Infantry duties : hence his visit to 
Canada. His Boyal Highness won all hearts by 
his amiable demeanour, and gratified the 69 th by 
presenting them with new colours on his departure. 

Some disturbance having been created in the Bed 
Biver territory, akin to the Hudson's Bay settle- 
ment, a small body of troops, consisting of part of 
the 60th Rifles and detachments of the scientific 
Corps, was despatched under Colonel Wolesley, of 
the Quartermaster-Generars Department, to restore 
order and punish the ringleader. The march 
through a difficult country was accomplished 
with remarkable skill and without opposition 
or disaster. The objects of the expedition being 
attained, it returned home immediately, thereby 
escaping the inconveniences of a Canadian winter. 

A couple of casualties in the 9th and 94th 
Begiments arising from the Begiments being com- 
pelled to change quarters at considerable distances 
during an exceedingly hot summer's day, much 
ink was lavished on the barbarity of the custom 
of marching men when the thermometer has 
reached its highest range. The Queen's Begula- 



tions prescribe that troops shall be moved in the 
summer early in the morning. Any departure 
from the practice is an infraction of the law, and 
brings its own punishment with it. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sprot, commanding the 9l8t Argyllshire 
Highlanders, judiciously moved his men early in 
the morning of the prescribed march &om Dover 
to Aldershot, halting when half the march had 
been accomplished. The consequence was that 
his Corps arrived at its destination in a sound 
and heidthy condition. The subject of the two 
casualties excited much public discussion, and 
came under notice in Parliament. There were 
not wanting persons who drew unfavourable com- 
parisons between the pedestrianism of the British 
soldiers and that of the soldiers of other armies ; 
but the case was decidedly exceptional, for, in 
India and other tropical climates where our troops 
are stationed, marches have continuaUy been 
made under still more disadvantageous drcom- 
stances, yet disastrous consequences have been rare. 
Who can forget Havelock's march to Lucknow f 

In connection with the education of Officers it 
must be noted that in the summer of 1870 Qar- 
rison-Instructors were especially appointed to aid 
Officers in the study of Military law, field for- 
tification, field sketching and reconnaissance. 
Military history and Military administration. 
Officers who should not have passed the exist- 
ing iexaminalion for the rank of Captain before 
July 1, 1871, would be required to pass a special 
examination in those subjects — all others who 
might have entered the Service since May 30, 
1870, were allowed three years' time to qualify 
themselves for a troop or company. 

The introduction of breech-loading rifles into 
the British Army necessarily caused some altera- 
tion in the manual and platoon exercises of the 
Infantry. A new code of instruction was accord- 
ingly drawn up, and advantage taken of the oppor- 
tunity of introducing several very important 
changes into the field and parade movements of 
Battalions. From 1870 dates the "New Field 
Exercises," issued under the. auspices of His 
Boyal Highness the Duke of Cambridge. 

Few subjects in connection with the commis- 
sioned ranks in the Guards and the Line had 
produced more lively discussion than the purchase 
of promotion. How to put a stop to the system 
without injury to the pecuniary interests of the 
Officers was a grave question, the solution of 
which was rendered the more difficult by the cir- 
cumstance of each Officer having paid consider- 
ably over the Begulation price for his step or 
steps. The latter fact was quite patent to all the 
authorities at the War Office and Horse Guards ; 
but the information being, so to speak, extra- 
judicial, it could not be officially recognised. To 
clear the way for future decisions a Commission 
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was appointed to collect evidence and report tHe 
resiilt. The Oommissioners, after going fully into 
the subject, could only report — ^what was tolerably 
well known — ^that the practice had existed from 
time immemorial, and was so infused into the 
Service that scarcely any Officers had ever hesi- 
tated to pay the eztra-Begulation sums. 

After dwelling on the " habitual violation of 
the law by Officers of all ranks imder that of 
Major-General," the Commissioners stated that 
they met with three cases only in which there 
had been a refusal to pay the usual bonus. In all 
three the refusal had come, not from the Officer, 
but from his father or guardian ; in one instance, 
the additional money was advanced by the Begi- 
ment, the second Officer procured the money 
without the knowledge of his father, and the 
guardian of the third at lasc gave way. 

The Government took no action in the matter 
after receiving the Report of the Commission. 

Unquestionably the most striking' Military fea* 
ture of 1870 was the alteration in the terms of 
enlistment into the British Army. Becruiting 
had not relaxed when troops were needed, but the 
character of the soldiery was not so high as it was 
beUeved it might be rendered if the term of ser- 
vice were shortened. After much strenuous oppo- 
sition from Military and other members in the 
House of Commons, therefore, the Secretary of 
State for War procured the passage of an Act 
which gave recruits the opportunity of entering 
the Army for twelve years, or for six only, three 
of which might be passed, if the soldier chose, in 
the Army of Beserve. Coevally with this ex- 
perimental measure, the Bounty usually paid 
to induce men to enlist was abolished. It was 
found that the consideration was, in most 
cases, merely a premium upon dissipation. The 
money was spent in drink as soon as obtained, 
and, instead of benefiting the recruit, was chiefly 
absorbed by the comrades who had wormed them- 
selves into his confidence. No attempt was made 



by the Secretary of State to effect a pecuniary 
saving by the abolition of the Bounty. He simply 
converted the money into a bonus upon good ser« 
vice, payable to men on their discharge. To give 
additional force to the Act, a special Army Cir- 
cular of the 12 th August decreed that n^en of 
good character under thirty-four years of age, who 
had taken their discharge after the 1st January, 
1869, and now felt disposed to re-engage, should 
be allowed to reckon their former service towards 
good-conduct pay and pension, and the man so 
returning to the Service was to receive ten 
shillings if he presented himself without " a 
bringer," who otherwise would be paid a fee 
to that amount. 

Much dissatisfaction had for some time been 
expressed by the Volunteers at the insufficient 
amount of the capitation allowance which had 
been assigned to them, and the quality of the 
arms they used. After much discussion on the 
subject in and out of Parliament, new Begulations 
were issued in the autumn of 1870, which met 
the objections of the Volunteers, and established 
schools for their instruction in the principal 
garrisons. 

With the record of this last judicious act the 
" Familiar History " terminates. If the labour 
bestowed on the compilation and arrangement of 
facts has been severe, it has at least been a labour 
of love. Each stage of its History has brought 
the Army nearer to perfection, and it will always 
be a proud consideration with Englishmen that its 
wonderful career since its inception in 1660 has 
rarely been tarnished by dishonour or checked by 
disaster. The very few isolated cases of mutiny 
and defeat have, by their rarity, proved the 
excellence of the material of which the Army is 
composed, and the high sense of honour by which 
it has invariably been governed. May it never 
retrograde in spirit or abate one atom of its 
loyalty to the Sovereign and the country 1 
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THE RED COAT OF THE BRITISH ARMT. 

[Contriboted by General Sir E. Cost, G.C.H., Colonel of tbe 

leth Lancers.] 

The War of onr great Rebellion did for England 
what in these times *' the War of the GreaV Bebellioc '* 
has done for the United States. It made the least auto- 
cratic nations of the world the greatest Military peoples. 
In both instances, the conflict was began with that na- 
tional ardour which belongs to the Saxon race ; and the 
Cavaliers, like the earliest Confederates, inaugurated it 
with constant successes. It was onlr when Fairfax and 
Cromwell introduced a stringent and effectual discipline 
that the tide turned against the Rojalists in our Civil 
Wars, and the British Armv first exhibited that remark- 
able characteristic which has distinguished it in every 
subsequent encounter. 

The Red Coat was not the dress of the national 
Army of England prior to the Commonwealth, when 
Oliver, assuming sovereignty, adopted for his troops what 
bad been the household livery of the Body Guard of 
the exiled Monarch. The Red Coats were first named to 
distinguish the British in the Continental Wars of 1658, 
when an alliance was made between the Protector and 
the French King, and a British force was despatched 
across the Straits to serve, under Marshal DeTurenne, at 
the Siege of Dunkirk. Six thousand men under Gene- 
rals Lockhart and Morgan joined the great Commander 
before that fortress, at the moment that the siege was 
threatened to be raised by the Spanish Army, and hav- 
ing no experience of the attack and defences of places, 
they were sent forward to cover the pperations. Here 
James, Duke of York, records in his published Memoirs 
that he pointed them out as les habits rouges to the Prince 
of Cond^ ; and in a short time thev came to blows, and 
then the Spaniards, with Condd and James, were driven 
back in utter confusion from the pre-eminent prowess, 
both by fire and steel, of those hitherto unknown 
warriors. 

A few months later the Red Coats under Morgan are 
named as present at the Siege of Ypres, when the 
gallant Welshman proposed to the great Commander, 
who, he presumed to tnink, was losing time in dilatory 
approaches, to take forward his 6,000 men and attempt 
the counterscarp upon an assault. The experienced 
Turenne replied to this proffer that his Royal master 
would never forgive him if he ordered an escalade be- 
fore he had silenced the flank fire of the ravelins and 
bastions — nevertheless, at the request of Schomberg, 
he permitted these eager fire-eaters to make the attempt. 
Strange as it may sound, it was perfectly successful. 
The Red Coats made a lodgment upon the body of the 
place, when the besieged beat a parley. Such an un- 
heard-of success exalted the reputation of the British 
soldier both before the French and in the eyes of the 
enemy. 

It probably in some degree hastened the termination 
of the War, for in tbe next year after the Peace of the 
Pyrenees, the Spanish Eang determined to try his hand 



(now that he was at leisure) for a war of his own, in the 
endeavour to bring back the Kingdom of Braganza to 
the dlegiance of Spain. Portugal had neither men nor 
OfiBcers to resist so alarming an aggression ; and Great 
Britain having restored iu King, listened to the popular 
desire to aid those who had so gallantly achieved their 
independence, and were now determine to do their 
utmost to defend it About 8,000 English, with a few 
French Volunteers, were formed into an Army of sup- 
port to the Portuguese Army, and placed under the 
command of the Marshal Schomberg, who had known 
the English as first-rate soldiers, and was well known 
by them as the most capable man of the age to servo 
under. For some time the operations of the war were 
hindered by the gross incompetency of the Portuguese 
leader, who had a certain supremacy of command over 
the Allied General. At length he obtained the lead, and 
completely defeated Don John of Austria at the Battle 
of O'Canal, or Ameixal, where he lost all his guns and 
8,000 ammunition waggons. The next year Schomberg 
besieged Valencia d'Alcala, and captured it, forcing the 
neighbouring fortress of Badajoz to surrender on terms, 
after setting down before it for a few weeks. The whole 
peninsula rang with admiration at the astounding 
bravery of the English auxiliaries in that affair, but this 
was immeasurably increased the following year by their 
victory at Villa Vicora, when 8,000 of the enemy were 
left dead on the field, and 6,000 prisoners were made. 
The Portuguese Armv in the north of the kingdom 
under the command of the Due d'Ossuna was all this 
time pottering before Ciudad Rodrigo, against which 
they were unable to make any impression. In this 
emergency he bethought him of a singular diversion. 
He ordered all the towns in the district to be searched 
for red cloth or flannei, and he clothed as man^ of his 
men as he could with it. These were all placed m front 
of the attack that he now caused to be made, and tbe 
result is thus recorded by Dnmouriez : ~" Cette subite 
apparition produisait une telle terreur paniqne sur les 
Espagnols, qn'ils s'enfuient, abandonnant leur canon et 
lenr bagage, en criant, ' Ces sont lea Anglais.'" 



DEFENCE OF COLOURS.— Pa^« 91. 

There are few anecdotes which have been transmitted 
with so much care as those which refer to the preserva- 
tion of the colours. Rather than surrender them to an 
enemy, a true soldier will resort to any extremities. 
Mfl jor Petre well knew the effect they produce upon the 
minds of the men. At the Battle of Fnentes, when the 
Seventy-ninth were almost paralyzed by the fall of their 
adored Commander, Colonel Cameron, the Major seized 
the colours, and calling out, " There are your colours, my 
lads, follow me 1 " the Highlanders at once put aside their 
grief, and charged the enemy with the greatest success. 

a 
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At the Battle of Albnhera, in 1811, the colours of the 
Third Bofis were borne by Ensigns Walsh and Thomas. 
The French had attacked the Brigade to which this 
Regiment belonged in great force, and had captured the 
coloars of two of the Regiments; those of the Buffs 
were not so easily taken. Ensign Thomas was called 
npon to give np the colours he bore; he answered, 
*^But withmif life,** He was instantly cut down, and the 
colours snatched from him ; but it was soon recovered 
by the Regiment The other colour was carried by 
Ensign WiUsh. The staff was broken by a cannon shot, 
and Walsh himself severely wounded. Nevertheless, he 
tore the flag from the remnants of the staff, and thrust 
it into his bosom, whence, completely saturated with the 
blood of the heroic boy, it was removed when his wounds 
were dressed after the battle. Ens'gn Vance, of the 
Twenty-ninth, unconsciously imitated Walsh. His 
body was stretched a corpse on the bloody field of 
Albuhera, and the flag he bore was found in bis bosom ! 
In Sir 0. Ncpier's work on * Military Law,' we have 
these remarks on the standards of the 60th at 
Oomnna : — '* Great is the value of the standard ; it is a 
telegraph in the centre of the battle to Bpeak the 
changes of the day to the wings. Its importance has, 
therefore, been immense in all ages, among all nations, 
and in all kinds of war; 'Defend the colours, form 
upon the colours I ' is the first cry and first thought of a 
soldier when any mischance of battle has produced dis* 
order ; then do cries, shouts, firing, blows, and all the 
eombat, thicken round the standard; it contains the 
symbol of the honour of the band, and the brave press 
round its bearer I " An instance of the attachment 
shown by our troops to their standards occurred after 
the Battle of Oomnna. It was night The Regimental 
colour of the Fiftieth (General Napier's own Regiment) 
was miscing. A cry arose that it had been lost The 
soldiers were furious ; Sir Henry Fane, with a loud and 
angry voice, cried out, **Noy no I the BOth cannot have 
lost their colours I" They were not lost Two gallant 
Knsigns, Stewart, a Scotchman, and Moore, an Irish- 
man, had been slain, as they bore the banners 
charging through the village of El Vina : two Oolour- 
Sergeants, seizing the prostrate colours, bravely con- 
tinued the charge, carrying them through the battle. 
When the fight was over, an Officer received one 
of these standards from the Sergeant It was now 
dark, and he allowed his alarm for the safety of 
the colours to overpower his better judgment : )ie for- 
got both their use and their honour, and had gone to 
the rear, intending to embark with them, though the 
Regiment was still in its position. The stray colour was 
found, and the soldiers were pacified ; but this Officer 
never could remove the feeling which his well-meaning, 
but ill-judged caution had produced against him. The 
anecdote shows the sentiments entertained by British 
troops for their colours ; sentiments pervading idl ranks 
from the General to the drummer. Sir Henry Fane's 
words, thus loudly ozpresoed, rendered him a favourite 
with the 50th Regiment ever after. When colours are 
worn out they ought not to be thrown away. When 
the 50th was made a Ro^al Regiment, it received a 
blue standard, and the silk of the old colours was 
burned with much ceremony. The wood of the spear 
was made into a snuff-box, and its lid encloses the 
ashes of that black banner which had so often waved 
amidst the white curling smoke of the battle. On 
this box are engraved the names of those who fell 
bearing the colours in combat. 



THE BRITISH DRAGOONS-Pa^« 151. 

The British Light Dragoons had never had any active 
field employment until the campaign in Holland in 
1791. Thev then began to experience, and subse- 
quently in rortugal and Spain to learn, the difference 
between home and foreign service. The strong con- 
trast in thia particular has been cleverly sketched by 
the intelligent author of ' The Light Dragoon.' 

^*I am induced to think," says he, ''that the change 
from home service to real campaigning is much more 
striking, as well as far more difficult to realise, in the 
case of the light horseman than in that of the infantry 
soldier. The infantry soldier finds himself, it is true, 
deprived, when he takes the field, of his comfortable 
barrack room ; while his provisions, instead of being 
served out daily, and by measure, may fall short from 
time to time, or utterly disappear. Then, again, he 
mounts gaard — not over a stout brick building, which 
nobody dreams of assailing — but in the open fields, 
where all his wits must be about him in order to pre- 
vent an active enemy from passing his line, cutting him 
and his picket off, and bringing ruin on the army. In 
every other prospect, however, his life is pretty much 
what it ever was. He must keep his arms and accou- 
trements clean, himself tidy, attend parades, perform 
marches, and fight battles as often as to his own leader, 
or to the leader of the adverse host a battle may bo 
desirable. But, except in the matter of fighting, he must 
do all this at home likewise ; and if his bed be often 
the wet ground, and his canopy the lowering sky, why 
there is no help for it ; he must make the most ot them. 
The light horseman, on the contrary, has not only fats 
own wants, but those of his charger to attend to, and 
the difference to the horse in the sort of life which, on 
service, he is req^uired to lead, is infinitelv greater than 
the difference to his rider — supposing both to have been 
reared in England. 

**In Portugal, for example, we had Indian corn 
served out as forage, which our horses would not taste, 
and which we could not get them to taste till we tried 
the experiment of soaking ; moreover, we had to seek 
their litter-where we could find it to cut for them green 
meat, and train them to sleep picketed and in the open 
air, under which not a few broke down ; and to bestow 
upon them in general a much larger portion of our care 
than we had ever been taught in the process of home 
duty to consider requisite. In like manner it was new 
to us to go on picket and to sit on horses as videttes for 
two hours at a stretch. It was equally new to our 
horses to have their saddles and housings fastened on 
for twenty-four hours together, and to receive their 
food with the bits hanging at their chests, and every- 
thing prepared for action at a moment's notice. I do 
not mean to say that where men's feelings or imagina- 
tions are interested, all this is not very delightful ; on the 
contrary, there springs up between the rider and his 
burse a companionship to which there is no parallel in 
any one of the very many varied connections which 
human life in its progress enables us to form, and such 
companionship is always pleasant whether the cord 
binds us to a brute or to our fellow man. But some 
imagination is requisite in order to carry us into this 
train of feeling, and hence yon invariably find that in 
the Light Cavalry, at least, your imaginative people 
make the best soldiers. Moreover, as the Light Cavalry 
are always employed, wherever the nature of the 
country will allow, at outposts, both men and horses 
are forced to acquire habits of vigilance, such as, to be 
rijrhtly understood, must have been both witnessed and 
experienced. 
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••The Cavalry soldier sleeps, like bis charger, with 
one eye and one ear always open. Both must be qaick 
to perceive the first flash of a carbine, and both must 
be in a condition to take their places in the ranks 
within a minate or two after the alarm is given. 

•* Then, again, patrolling, which is an especial duty, 
pots the mettle of both men and horses to the test. You 
must move forward as if vou had a hundred eyes ; yet 
must be cool and collected, and prepared for every con- 
ceivable adventure. Neither hedges nor ditches must 
offer insuperable obstacles to your progress, whether 
you be required to take grouna to the front or rear ; 
and yon must be quite as ready and as willing to gallop 
off when to convey intellig|bnce is your business as to 
flght with carbine or sword where you are desired to 
delay an eneniy's progress. In a word, both the Light 
Dragoon and his horse are called upon, as soon as they 
take their station in front of an Army, to acquire, as if 
by intuition, new ideas on every subject ; for, except in 
the formation of column or line^ and the art of break- 
ing up in order to march, and closing into squadrons 
again, the home drill had not taught us much of our 
real duty. 

^ The Light Horseman who lays himself out to become 
a useful member of his profession is sure to succeed. 
He will first of all devote himself to his horse, and his 
horse, as if grateful for the kindness shown, will do for 
him in return innumerable services. Thus, during a 
night march, when the Dragoon, overcome by fatigue, 
drops asleep, the faithful animal will slacken his pace, 
or sway from side to side in order to prevent his master 
from falling. 

•• In like manner, if they be passing in the dark through 
broken and dangerous ground, the horse will often re- 
fuse to obey either spur or rein ; his superior instinct 
directing him to avoid the perils into which the igno- 
rance or over-anxiety of his master was about to hurry 
them. 

•* Moreover, the horse knows his master's voice ; it eats 
out of his palm, lowers its head for the well-known 
caress, and licks his hands, like a dog, in acknowledg- 
ment. And when it comes to this, let not the Light 
Dragoon be afraid to trust his charger in everything. If 
he be of the attacking party, his horse will carry him 
bravely on ; if it be necessarv to fly, there is no fence 
which he will refuse, or which, unless it actuallv exceed 
his physical powers to surmount, he will not by some 
means either overleap or scramble through. 

"I was always fond of a good horse ; and no sooner 
became aware of the necessity for exertion that was 
.imposed upon me, than I gave mv undivided care and 
attention to the noble animal which I rode. He was 
young, but full of spirit ; and though, like the rest, he 
soon fell away in flesh, I had the happiness to see, 
from the condition of his coat and the spirit and 
alacrity which on all occasions characterised him, that 
his health was excellent ; there was plenty of muscle 
and bone in him, with a fair portion of blood, so that 
set us to what work they would, I always got well 
through it. It was not so with m«nv of mv comrades ; 
not a few of whom seemed to regard their horses as in- 
cumbrances, always except at the moment when the 
value of the horse was most felt, and when, of course, 
theirs, in nine cases out of ten, failed them. 

•* Let me not, however, be understood as applying this 
reproof to a majority, nor indeed, to any large number 
of the ... On the contrary, it was only among the 
drunkards and other bad characters that this indiffer- 
ence to the animal, on whose eflBciency their own de- 
pended, displayed itself ; and such men, place them in 
what situation you might, would have been sure to dis- 
grace themselves. Still I think that there were few who 
took BO much pains with their horses as I did, and Host 



nothing by the superior knowledge in grooming which 
this fondness for my own beast gave me." 

These observations should be treasured by every 
young Dragoon. 



MONODY ON THB DEATH OF GENERAL 
SIR JOHN MOORE.— Pa^tf 159. 

BT Till BBV. a WOLFB. 

Not a drum was heard,~not a funeral note,«- 
As his corse to the rampart we hurried ; 

Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot 
O'er the grave where our hero was buried ! 

We buried him darkly at dead of night, 

The sod with our bayonets turning : 
By the struggling moonbeams' mis^ light. 

And the Untem dimly burning ! 

No useless coffin enclosed his breast, 
Nor in sheet nor in shroud we wound him ; 

But he lay" like a warrior taking his rest, 
With his martial cloak around him ! 

Few and short were the prayers we said. 

And we spoke not a word of sorrow. 
But we stcadfifistly eazed on the face of the dead, 

And we bitterly l^ught of the morrow ! 

We thought as we hollowed his narrow bed, 

And smoothed down his lonely pillow. 
That the'foe and the stranger would tread o'er his head, 

And we far away on the oillow I 

Liffhtly they'll talk of the spirit that's gone, 

And o'er his cold ashes upbraid him : 
But little he'll reck, if they let him sleep on. 

In the grave whore a Briton has laid him. 

But half of our heavy task was done. 
When the dock struck the hour for retiring ; 

And we heard the distant and random gun 
That the foe was sullenly firing ! 

Slowly and sadly we laid him down, 
From the field of his fiune, freah and gory ; 

We carved not a line, we raised not a stone, 
But we left him alone in his glory ! 



PLUNDER ON THE MABCH.— Pa^tf 16S. 

Lieutenant-Colonel C«.dJI, in his narrative of the 
Campaigns of the 28th (the Slashers), tells an amusing 
story of the plunder of a wine store. The 2nd Battalion 
was posted in the village of Bucellas, celebrcitod for its 
wine, in September, 1810. ^ Almost every other house 
in the town was a wine store, and immense vats and 
tuns, containing many hoffsheads each, were to be found 
even in the rooms occupied by OfiBcers and men : far 
too great a temptation to put in the way of soldiers, as 
the following anecdote will prove : — ^The Ofiicers of our 
Light Company ha\ing given a wine party, to which 
some brother Officers were invited, had found, when 
rather too late m the evening, the stock of wine which 
they had laid in for the occasion to be exhausted ; upon 
which the junior Subaltern was requested to proceed 
with a camp kettle to the vat for a fresh snpply, a& it 
was 80 exceuent. On turning the cock and finding no 
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wioe to run, the rat was pronounced dry. However, it 
WM determined to make another attempt by letting 
down the camp kettle by a rope through a trap-door in 
the top of the rat Still findine it not return replenished, 
but rather that some obstacle interposed, the OfScer 
procured a lamp to examine the interior ; when, to his 
norror, the first object that presented itself was a 
British drummer in lull regimentals, pack, harresack, 
and all, floating in the wine I He had been missing for 
some days, and was supposed to have deserted. ' Drum- 
mer*8 wine/ was long a oy-wofd with us." 



Captain Colb, in his rolnmes, 'The Peninsular 
Heroes,' says that stealing beehives was found by the 
soldiers to be a very profitable recreation, and in this 
they indulged whenever there was an opportunity. 
" \'ery stringent orders were issued in consequence, m 
which beehives were specially protected, and heavy 
penalties denounced against their abduction. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief himself, riding out one morning, saw 
a soldier of the 88th at a little cGstance, running rapidly 
in another direction, with a beehive on his head. He 
gallopped after him, shouting aloud, ** Stop, stop, yon 
rascal ! ** The thieving apiarist had partly covered his 
head and ears with his great coat to prevent the bees 
from stinging him, and could neither see nor hear 
exactly who was pursuing, nor the words that were ad- 
dressed to him. He thought that it was one of his com- 
rades, and kept trotting on, while Lord Wellington 
followed after. '* Where did you get that beehive ? ** 
roared he, in a voice of thunder, as he approached. 
" I got it behind the hedge, yonder," replied the interro- 
gated, still without halting or looking back : ** there are 
plenty more there : but, bedad, I'd advise yon to make 
naste if yoa want one, or they'll all be gone." 



CAVALRY ATTACK BY RANK ENTIRE. 
{See paffe m,") 

From Fidd-Marshal ih§ Duke of Wellington^ K.G^ ^ 

" Strathvibldbats, 

** November 20th, 1888. 

" Cavalry is essentially an ofiFensive arm, whose use 
depends upon its actitity, combined with its steadiness 
and good order. I think that the second rank of the 
Cavalry, at the usual distance of close order, does not 
increase the activity of the Cavaliy, The rear rank of 
the Cavalry does not strengthen the front rank, as the 
centre and rear ranks do the front ranks of the Infantry. 
The rear rank of the Cavalry can augment the activity, 
or even the means of attack of the front rank only by a 
movement of disorder. If, then, the front rank should 
fail, and it should be necessary to retire, the second, or 
rear rank, is too close to be aJbls to sustain the attadc or 
to restore order. The second rank must be involved in 
the defeat and confusion, and the whole must depend 
upon some other body, whether of Cavalry or Infantry, 
to receive and protect the fugitives. I have already 
said that the rear rank can only augment the means of 
the first rank by a movement of disorder. This is 
peculiarly the case if the attack should be successful. 
In all these cases the second rank, at a distance stffi- 
eiently great to avoid being involved in the confusion of 
the attack of the front rank, whether successful or 
otherwise, could aid in the attack, or, if necessary. 



cover the retrent of the attacking puty, and thus aug- 
ment the steadiness and good onier of the Cavalry as 
a body ; while, by the absence of all impedimenta from 
the closeness of the rear rank, the activity of the front 
rank would be increased. It cannot be denied that, 
till required for the actual attack, the less Cavalry is 
exposed the better. My notion of the distance of the 
lines of Cavalry is as much as a Cavalry horse could 
gallop in a minute ; the second line should pull up at a 
walk when the first charges ; the third and other lines^ 
in columns, should deploy or be used according to cir- 
cumstances. 

*' I conceive that the one rank system woold require 
a change, not only in the diecipline» but in the oiigani- 
sation of the Cavalry. 

*' If I am not mistaken, it woold render the use of 
Cavalry in an Army much more general thaa it is ai 
present. 

(Signed) " Wklukqtos." 



From Lieutenant' General Sir Hussof Vivian 

(flfterwards Lord Vivian, and Master- Uemeral of the 

Ordnance), to Mqfor Anthony Bacon, 

"I rejoice to find Don Pedro's Cavalry has fallen 
under the orders of a man so capable of leading them. 
I again congratulate you on your very high and honour- 
able station. In short, I feel confident you will do 
credit to yourself, your Cavalry, and to your Peninsular 
education. I quite entirely agree with yoa in all yoa 
say of the value of the lance. As to the * rank entire ' 
system, I am by no means certain that it would not 
always be a good thing if, on advancing to an attack* 
or standing in line, the rear ranks were to form a re- 
serve at the distance of, say, eighty to a hundred 
yards; when so circumstanced they would be much 
oetter able to follow up an advantage gained by, or to 
repel, a successful attack of the enemjr on the first 
rank. The fact is, that the second rank is Imt qf little 
use but to fall over the first" 



From Lord William RusseBj Colonel^ Commanding 
Sth Hussars, to Mtyor bacon, 

** I wish you joy of your promotion and eommaad. 
The Cavalry will, I have no doubt, be in excellent order 
in your hands. 

**Anythin£| that proves the efiSciency of the single 
rank system is interesting to me, and it certainly was 
proved on 16th October (1888) when your Force of 
Cavalry imposed on more than treble your nambers. 
This quite destroys the argument that the single rank 
* looks so weak,* and invites the enemv to charge- 
Your adversaries were not to be tempted on the I61I1. 
Keep notes of all these occurrences ; we will one day 
put them into print. 

<* I am delighted to find Vivian (Sir Hossey) looks 
with a more favourable eye on the system. JJepend 
upon it they will all come round ; he wants to get off 
on the mezzo termine of leaving the rear rank behind. 
This I entirely disapprove, because the rear rank so left 
would have no one to command it, and Cavahy depends 
entirely on its Officers, There is no doubt that if Cavalry 
is to act in one rank, a different organisation is neces- 
sary ; yon must turn your mind to this, as the end 
of the war brings to your aid the practical reflections 
you can make now. 

**The Duke of Wellington is in oar favour; but the 
prejudices of the Caval^ Officers are difficult to be 



overcome. 
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Ttoojfears later General Bacon wrote to Cotonel Kinlock. 



« Mt DR4R KiKLOOH, 



"September 1 lib, 1835. 



"I hope joa stick to 'rank entire;' depend 
upon it, it is the most efficient way of osing Oaralrj ; 
you are quicker and have more reserves. Enclosed are 
some extracts respecting my system with Cavalry. 
Lord Anglesea, Brotherton, and many other Officers I 
could name, a^ree with me. As I am the only man 
who has tried it, I give you a few of my reasons. 

''In one rank all movements are made with greater 
precision and more rapidity than in two. When Cavalry 
has to reform after a charge, it is effected more rapidly 
and far quicker, for each man gets at once to his own 
troop; and if such formation be required under fire, 
the value of quickness will admit of no argument 
against it. I have tried this in the presence of a superior 
enemy very frequently, and at times when hotly pressed, 
and under a heavy fire of artillery and musketry. A 
charge in one rank will be more rapid, consequently 
more likely to succeed, than one in two ranks, because the. 
horses are more at liberty, not likely to be cramped by 
the endeavours of the rear rank to get to the front, and 
the men will have a more free use of their arms ; every 
one will do his duty, skulkers cannot so easily pull up, 
and such are found in all armies. In advancing 
in line from any distance (and before an enemy 
you have rarely a fine open country), the intervals 
are never preserved between squadrons, and it fre- 
quently happens that a line of two ranks towards the 
centre becomes a disordered column ; in reforming, a 
rear rank is never sure of its * telling off.' In all 
columns, I should form my second rank in a column-, in 
resr of my first, that is, as a second regiment; and this 
will always be easy, by keeping, when in line, a distance 
equal to the depth of a close column : you may always 
close your lines if yon think it desirable ; and when 
about to form column, it is only to open your ranks ; 
or instead of a column of squadrons, to form on the 
centre a contiguous close column of half squadrons. 

" Another great advantage in the system is, that all 
yonr ranks are commanded by Officers. Whenever you 
are asked for a squadron^ remember that it is a troop; 
and if you send two troops, they are two squadrons, 
and thus become a proper command for a Major. 

'*! could give you many other reasons for the system, 
but I hope to be with you, and to perfect that which I 
have begun with a fair portion of success." 

(Signed) " A. Bacoh." 



A squadron of the 1st Lancers of the British Auxi- 
liary Legion in Spain, under the command of Major 
Hogreye, and consisting of only sixty horses, 
charged 800 of the Garlist Cavalir, (after they had 
defeated several squadrons of the Christino Cavalry,) 
pursued them above three miles, and killed nearly 100 
of them. The squadron of the 1st Lancers was formed 
in ^rtaik entire* (the Carlists in two ranks,) and thus 
triumphantly proved the efficiency of the system. 



THE ARMSTRONG AND WHITWORTH GUNS.^ 

Page 287. 

In the summary of the Report of a Committee 
appointed to investigate the rdative qualities of the 



Armstrong and Whitworth gnns, the following descrip- 
tion is given of the rival artillery : 

In the' Armstrong breech-loading gun, the projectile 
is introduced into the bore through an aperture in 
the breech in prolongation of the bore, which is 
closed in various gnns, according to two different 
methods — 

Ist, by a plug in which is the vent, hence called the 
vent piece, inserted from above and forced tight against 
the bore by a hollow screw, through whic& the projectile 
and charge are introduced into the chamber; this 
screw is turned by a running handle, which operates 
also as a hammer for tightening the parts and disen- 
gaging them ; 

2nd, in all large breeoh-loading gnns of higher calibre 
than the 40-pounder, by a stopper or slide, on which is 
placed a tin cup to prevent the escape of gas ; this stopper 
IS worked in a groove through an opening in the side of 
the gun, and keyed up firm against the end of the bore 
by a wedge driven in behind it ; the vent in this latter 
case is at some distance up the chamber from the end of 
- the bore, and an arrangement is made by which it re- 
mains closed, and the piece cannot be pruned until the 
stopper and supporting wedge are in their correct 
p>sitions, so that the gun cannot be fired by any possi- 
bility until everything is ready. 

The rifling in the breech-loading gun is many- 
grooved, and consisf-s of a number (from 32 in the 
6-pounder to 76 in the 7 in. gun) of parallel grooves cut 
in the bore, a certain length of which, however, is left 
plain for the cartridge, and then a certain length, called 
by Sir W. Armstrong, the ** ballet chamber," somewhat 
wider than the general bore, but rifled with grooves to 
half the full depth. 

The projectiles are of cast-iron or steel, cylindro* 
conoldal in form, the cylinder being covered with a 
coating of lead, the back end of which is larger than 
the bore, so that when inserted through the breech 
and run up, it chokes upon the back end against the 
shallow grooves of the bullet chamber, and at the s.ime 
time the forward end is brought into contact with the 
full rifling, thus meeting the grooving at both ends at 
the same moment. 

The service charge is, as a general rnle, one-eighth of 
the weight of the shot, and by its explosion forces the 
projectile along the bore, making it take the form of 
the grooves, which give it a rotatory motion. 

In the principle of rifling adopted by Sir W. Arm- 
strong for his muzzle loading guns, and to which he 
has applied the name of the shunt principle, he has 
conformed to a certain extent to the principle of the 
many grooved breech -loading system with its lead- 
coated projectiles. '* the rotation being given by the use 
of a soft material, which has the property of self- 
adaptation, so as to distribute the strain over the whole 
of the grooves," three to ten in number, according to 
the calibre of the gun. 

The projectiles are the same as the lead-coated pro- 
jectiles used for the breech-loader, with the exception 
that instead of using an entire coating of soft metal 
for the purpose of giving rotation, rows of small brass 
studs or wings are used, which are stamped into the pro- 
jectiles ; the grooving is so arranged that the projectile 
m passing down the bore hugs one side, and in comine 
out hugs the opposite or driving side of the grooves, ana 
in so doing meets with an inclined plane, which lessens 
the depth of the grooves very gradually towards the 
muzzle, so that by the time the projectile arrives near 
the muzzle, the soft projections or studs are in contact 
with the bottom of the grooves, and suffer a certain 
amount of compression, which is intended to take off 
all shaking from the projectile, and deliver it steadily. 

Sir W. Armstrong makes the pitch of his rifling equal 

b 
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throngfaont the bore $ it Turtes from one complete turn in 
80 calibres to one tnm in 88 ealibres, which ne considers 
the most faToarable for field-guns, and to one torn in 
05 calibres for hearj giins. 

The projectiles for nis field artiUerj yaiy from 1*788 
to 8 calibres in length, and for his heayier gnns from 
1 -88 to 2-91 calibres in length. 

As to construction, Sir W. Armstrong in his eridence 
before the Committee, stated that ** the whole of his 
guns are upon what he calls the coil flystem, which con- 
sists in forming tubes bj rolling up iron bars in spiral 
coils, and then welding them longitodinallj; and when 
a continuous tube is necessary, joining them up in the 
end direction.*' Repeated layers of these tubes are 
shrunk on in succession at high temperatures nntil the 
necsssary thickness of metal is made up. He stated 
that the first gun he constructed was made with a steel 
barrel, the other parts all being coiled, and that he still 
continued to prefer that plan, assuming It to be practicable 
to get a msterial that can be depended upon, but that 
in all attempts he had made he had met with such dis- 
appointment in the use of steel, and so much uncer- 
tainty, that he had been obliged to abandon it, and 
confine himself to wrought iron; he added, how- 
ever, that so much progress was being made in the 
manufacture of steel, and that he himself had lately 
been led to such improved methods of treating it, that 
he fully expected the time was not very distant when 
the original idea of using steel for the barrel would be 
rcTiTed, and coil guns made with an internal tube of 
steeL His reasons for desiring to use steel instead of 
coiled tubes for the barrels were, that steel is a more 
close, a more compact, and a more perfect material, that 
it is harder and of greater durability, and that by its 
use defective welds would be avoided. , The difficulties 
in making the inner tubes perfect and sound when coiled 
had been very great ; the^ would be avoided if the tubes 
were made of steel, the employment of which he con- 
sidered more important in large than in small guns. 

Onus so constructed may be described as coil guns 
with steel tabes or barrels, or as steel barrels with super- 
imposed coils of wrought iron. 

The projectiles fired from Sir W. Armstrong's guns 
may be either solid or hollow-headed shot, segment 
shells, common or steel shells; to which have been 
added case shot, proposed by Ideut. Reeves, of the 
Royal Artillery. The whole of these projectiles, with 
the exception of the last-mentioned, are coated with lead 
or furnished with studs, according as the sun from 
which they are to be fired is a breech or a muzzle loader. 
The shells can be fitted and fired with percussion or time 
fuses, or with both, or with pillar fuses ; all the fuses 
are of metal. The time fuses are ignited on the 
detonating pcinciple, the time of burning being regulated 
by turning a graduated disc, and setting it according to 
the time of fiight; the percussion fuze explodes the 
charge by contact with any object struck by the shell in 
the course of its flight, provided the check to its 
Telocity be su£3cient. The pillar fnse is a variety of 

Sercussion fnse intended for action against ships ; the 
etails of these fuses are, however, too complicated to 
describe in this Report By the simultaneous use of 
time and percussion ^uses, explosion of the shell is ren- 
dered almost certain, and by their omission Sir W. Arm- 
strong considers that his segment shells wUl act as solid 
shot, so that it will only be necessary with guns of small 
calibre, the size of which is such as to preclude the 
employment of a cannon shell with an effective bursting 
charge, to carry two descriptions of projectile, the seg- 
ment shell and case shot. 

The segment shell is composed of numerous cast-iron 
segments packed within the shell round a hollow space, 
in which is the bursting charge so regulated as just to 



break the shell, allowing the segments to be scattered 
by the centrif ngal force dne to the rotation of the 
projectile. 

**The gnns submitted by Mr Whitworth are muzzle- 
loaders," and although he nas made some of his gnns as 
breech-loaders, he stated that *' he has always advocated 
the muzzle-loaders," preferring them as ** being more 
simple and equally quick in loading." 

Mr Whitworth's system of rifling may be described in 
general terms as an hexagonal bore with a rapid twift, 
although, strictly speaking, the bore is not hexagonal, 
but has 24 surfaces. The gnn is, in the first instance, 
bored out eylindrically ; a part of this original bore is 
left in the centre of each side of the hexagon, making 
six surfaces, then there are the coming out sides of tho 
hexagon which give six more surfaces, and the going 
in sides giving also six surfaces, and lastly, the rounding 
off of the angles, which give six more, making 24 surfaces 
in all. 

Mr Whitworth designates the calibre of his gnn by the 
diameter of the circumscribing circle. 

'* Mr Whitworth's projectiles are made entirelv of 
hard metal, rifled by self-acting machinery, the windage 
allowed being," what he considers, ** sufficient to gi? e 
easy loading, and to provide for the isnition of the 
simple time fuse by the flame of the explosion.*' They 
are tapered in rear and vary in length ; but Mr Whit- 
worth describes his gun always by the weight of the 
solid shot three diameters in lensth, unless expressed to 
the contrary, the charge of powder being equal to one- 
sixth of the weight of this shot; he ** contemplates 
firing very long projectiles when there is occasion for 
them, much longer than has been thought of before ; " 
he proposes shells four or more diameters in length, and 
stated that he had found no difficulty whatever in firing 
them 10 diameters long, but contemplates a shell gun of 
larger calibre in order to obtain a shell of greater 
capacity, if light guns, such as fi-pounders, are employed 
for field artillery. 

The pitch of rifling of the different guns submitted by 
Mr Whitworth to the Committee for selection varies 
from one complete turn in 15*27 to one in 16*80 calibres 
for small gnns up to 6- pounders, and from one complete 
turn in 17*77 calibres to one in 18*57 for heavier guns. 

Mr Whitworth proposes to '* construct his field gnns^ 
solid thronghont, of bomoceneons metal." For the 
heavy *' guns made by him for ships and fortifications * 
he employs an " inner tube, closed by a screw breech, 
and strengthened by hoops which are pressed on eold 
by hydraulic pressure," both inner and outer ** tubes 
being made, without welding, of homogeneous metal." 

On the subject of light artillery in the field, Mr Whit- 
worth stated that he could not help thinking dial his 
one-pounder would be of great importance, not as com- 
pared with large field guns, but as compared with the 
rifle in the open, and especially for exploding ammuni- 
tion waggons with shell ; the shot was 16 times the weight 
of the rifle ball, and for 1,000 yards its trajectory was 
1* 40^ as against 8* for the Enfield rifie, which requires an 
elevation of l"" 80' for 600 yards. At 6* it had a range 
of 2,800 yards ; it weighed 1 cwt, or with the carriage 
4} cwt., and it would take with it into the field 200 
rounds of ammunition. A battery of these guns could, 
he considered, be worked by 20 horses, whereas the 
battery of 12-pounders required 192 hones. 
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WAR MEDALS.— Pa^0 238. 

The French reTolntion commeTiced that splendid 
chapter in the hUtory of onr arms, the kej^notes of 
which were strack at '* Vittoria " and **• Badajoz." No 
prouder piece of rihand can exist tlian that at- 
tached to the medal given to the British armj, and 
bearing a sonTcnir of fifteen Tictories from the battle of 
Roliga in 1808 to the 10th of April 1814, when, after 
fighting from seren/in the morning until seren at night, 
the British army drove the Frenchmen, led bj Soult, 
from the intrenchments before Toulouse. These dates 
seem scarcely to tally with the impressions on the 
medal. The General is Wellington, but the Sovereign 
crowning him with a wreath of laurels is onr most 

gracious Queen, to whom the battles of the Peninsula 
ave never been more than events of past history, and 
who is third in succession from the monarch who heard 
the bells ring the victories of Talavera and Cornnna. 
The medal tells its own tale — ^it was issued in 1848. 
About the same time was also issued to the survivors 
of those enga^ced in the battles of Maida, St Vincent, 
the Nile, and Trafalgar, a similar tardy acknowledg- 
ment of their services. Waterloo claimed for itself a 
separate medal, which possesses the further distinction 
of having been given almost immediately after the close 
of the campaign. On the obverse is the effigy of the 
Prince Regent, and on the reverse an allegorical figure 
of Victory, with the words '^Wellington" and 
** Waterloo " above and beneath. The first medal that 
betokens a ruffling of the calm that set in after the 

{^eace of 1816 bears the date 1853, under the figure of a 
ion, over which is written '* South Africa." Then in 
rapid succession come the medals for the Baltic, the 
Crimea with five clasps commemorating the heights of 
Alma, the charge at Balaklava, the battles of Inker- 
mann and Asoff, and the final triumph at Sebastopol ; 
for the Indian mutiny, with a terrible history of suffer- 
ine and heroism told in those three claspS, " Lucknow,** 
** Kelief of Lucknow," and ** Defence of Lucknow ; " 
and the China campaign, memorable rather for profit 
than glory, which the motto on the reverse, ^ Armis 
cxposcere pacem," may be considered to admit. One 
medal whicn was first issued during the campaign must 
not be forgotten. The dark bronze cross, with the Royal 
national emblem in the centre, and the words "For 
Valour " surrounding it, tells its own tale, and needs 
no comment. The Indian campaigns of the end of last 
century and the beginning of this, and again from 1842 
to 1859, are rich, as well they may be, in commemo- 
ration medals. The first is ** For service in Mysore, 
▲.D. 1791-1792," follow^ bv one showing the noonday 
summer sun shining upon the troops of General Harris 
rushins Into the breach at Seringapatam, and thence 
onwards they continue to mark the great victories won in 
India, Burmah,Nepaul, and Persia, by the valour of our 
Boldiers and skill of their Commanders. The Regimental 
medals form proud aouvenim of the eventful episodes in 
the histories of the different Corps. Conspicuous as bear- 
ing evidence of their presence in many a well-contested 
field are those possessed by the 28rd, 42nd, 71st, and 94th 
Regiments, while the inscriptions — ^* Limerick, Cologne, 
1798," and ** Wesfmeath Grand Jury to the Wicklow 
Regiment, September, 1797," recall the fact that the 
British Crown has been compelled to number others 
besides foreigners as its enemies. The campaign in 
Egypt, in 1801, was the first to call forth gratitude in 
the shape of a medal from a foreign sovereign to Eng- 
lish troops, and by far the greater number since pre* 
sented have been from the same quarter. The British 
IiCgion won one in Spain, and the years 1854-65 saw a 



shower of Legions of Honour fall on some of those who 
shared with our gallant allies the hardships and glories 
of the Crimea. Then followed the unsoldier-like, 
gaudy, he-tailed medal presented by the £mperor 
of China to some few British Officers who fought his 
battles against his own subjects with a success and 
intrepidity worthy of a better cause. Since which 
medals nave been issued for the services in New 
Zealand and Abyssinia. 



MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS FOR THE 
INSTRUCTION OF OFFICEKS. 

The Staff College, at Sandhurst. 

The Royal College, at Sandhurst. 

The Royal Biilitary Academy, Woolwich. 

The School of Gunnery, Shoeburyness. 

The School of Musketry, Hythe. 

Garrison Instruction by Officers specially appointed. 

The School of Military Engineering, Chatham. Sub- 
jects taught: — 

Astronomical Surveying; General Surveying; Special 
Surveying; Military Reconnaissance; Fortification; 
Laying out Lines of Communication ; the Theory and 
Materials of Construction; Valuation and Measure- 
ment of Work ; Modelling in Sand, Brushwood, Wicker, 
.Ac; Siege Works; Works of Defence; Mining; 
.Bridging; Railway Construction; Boring for Water; 
Erecting Field Kitchens; Field Observatories; Demoli- 
tion of Railways ; Attack of Fortresses ; Telegraphy 
and Signalling; Photography; the Ignition of Gun- 
powder. 



THE ROTAL MILITARY COLLEGE. 

The establishment of the Senior Department of the 
Military Cotlese in 1799 was recommended by the late 
General Le Merchant, an eminent and distinguished 
Officer, who came to a most glorious death on the plains 
of Salamanca in 1812. General Jarry, who was the 
first Commandant of the Senior Department, was a 
Frenchman, highly educated in France, who entered 
the service of Prussia a short time before the com- 
mencement of the Seven Years' War, and was on the 
personal staff of Frederic the Second through the whole 
of that war. He returned to France, and became after- 
wards one of the Generals of the French Army; and 
in the year 1795 defected from the French At my, and 
came to London, where he soon became very generally 
known as a man of eminent talent, perfectly master of 
the science and the practice of bis profession^ and from 
his having served so long about the person and on the 
Staff of Frederic the Second, full of the most interesting 
anecdotes and instructive details connected with that 
war. General Le Marchant having formed an acquaint* 
ance with General Jarry in London, it occurred to him 
that if General Jarry could be engaged to give lectures 
to a certain number of young Officers who might be 
disposed to go and reside where the General might 
attend, it would be very advantageous to the service. 
General Jarry was so engaged. General Jarry soon 
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found that the radiments of military science in the 
British Army were not sufficiently known to enable 
alt the students to profit by his instruction, and recom- 
mended that mathematical, and fortification, and 
other classes should be established ; and accordingly a 
mathematicabprofessor, a professor of fortificaiion, and 
a member of the Polytechnic School, were engaged ; 
and in this way the Senior Department was established. 

General Jarry became Commandant of the establish- 
ment on its institution. 

The formation of the Junior Department had pro- 
bably been determined upon from the time when the 
Senior Department was established. It was actually 
organized in 1801, when it was established at Great 
Marlow, and in the year 1803 consisted of 200 Cadets ; 
the Senior Department being at the same time composed 
of SO students. Each department had at this time its 
own Commandant, Superintendent, and special Staff of 
Instructors (seven for the Senior and 19 for the Junior 
Department) ; while there was in addition a Genera 
Staff— consisting of a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 
and other Officials, for the two departments, which 
although in separate localities, together constituted the 
Royal Military College. 

The Royal Warrant of 27th May, 1808, fixed the 
establishment on a still larger scale. 

The number of professors was not fixed by the 
warrant, but in 1810, five were employed at the Senior, 
and 32 at the Junior, Department. In 1815 the 
number of professors vra3 six at the former, and 86 at 
the latter. 

The establishment with slight modifications continued 
as above throughout the period of war, which termi- 
nated in 1815, but shortly after the conclusion of peace 
reductions began, in consequence of the recommenda- 
tions made in the Report of the Finance Committee 
of 1817, and at the same time the course of instruction 
in the Junior Department was made of a much less 
strictly military character than it had original'y 
been. 

The Senior Department was originally established at 
High Wycombe, and the Junior Department, as there 
was not sufficient accommodation for it at the same place, 
was on its institution placed at Great Marlow. It is 
probable, however, that it was intended from the first 
that the Military College should be at Sandhurst ; and it 
appears that as early as 1801 the greater part of the 
estate at Sandhurst had been purchased. Owing, how- 
ever, to doubts having subsequently arisen as to the 
eligibility of Sandhurst as a site for the College, the 
works there do not appear to have been commenced 
till 1809; and it was eventually determined that the 
Junior Department alone should be placed there, the 
Senior Department being accommodated at Farnham. 
In 1812, the Senior Department went to the quarters 
prepared for them at the latter place, and about the 
same time the Junior Department was removed to 
Sandhurst. In 1820, in consequence of the space left 
▼acant by the reductions which had then been made in 
the Junior Department, the Senior Department was 
transferred to Sandhurst ; its separate Military Staff 
was at the same time abolished, the number of students 
at it was reduced to 15, and the nrmber of instructors 
to two. It continued in this state down to the time of 
its conversion into the Staff College, which took place 
in January, 1808. The Junior Department was also by 
successive reductions brought, in 1882, to the state in 
which it stood in 1855, at the time of the appointment 
of the Select Committee of the House of Commons — 
the number of Cadets having been reduced to 180, di- 
vided into two companies, in the year 1832 also the 
Parliamentary votes in aid of the College, which in 
1816 had amoimted, for the Junior Department alone, 



to8t,000il, entirely ceased, and from this time up to 
1855 the College was not o°ly self-supporting, bat ia 
some years actually paid money into the Exchequer. 

In the year 1855, in consequence of attention having 
frequently been drawn in Parliament to the state of 
Sandhurst, a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons was appointed to inquire into the condition 
of the Royal Military College. 

The Report of the Select Committee of 1855 oon- 
tained various suggestions for the improvement of both 
departments of the College, but did not propose to alter 
the character of the Junior Department as a place of 
juvenile education. The only practical results of the 
Report were the establishment of Queen's cadetship^ 
ana the revision of the rates of payment required from 
all classes of Cadets. The institution of Queen*8 cadet- 
ships was determined upon by the Government in 1856, 
but the other alteration was not immediately carried 
out, and no modification of importance in the consti- 
t'.ition of the College ensued from the recommendations 
of the Committee. It was not nntil the general reorga- 
nization of the system of military education which took 
place in 1857, that any important change was made in 
regard to the Military College. 

It appears to have been decided at the end of 1856 
by Lord Fanmnre, then Secretary of State for War, 
that an amalgamation of the Junior Department of 
Sandhurst with the lower classes of Woolwich should 
be effected. The Council of Military Education on their 
appointment in April 1857 were directed to suggest the 
mode in which this amalgamation could be carried out, 
taking as their starting-point the principle that Sand- 
hurst was to be converted from a school for boys into a 
college for young men, with the age of admission rang- 
ing from 16 to 18. 

A proposed plan having been approved, an announce- 
ment was made in December 1857 that the education 
of candidates for all arms of the service who did not 
obtain commissions by direct appointments would be 
given at Sandhurst ; that entrance would be obtained 
by competitive examination open to candidates between 
the ages of 16 and 18 ; that the period of study would be 
two years, and would be terminated by a competitive 
examination, the most successful candidates in which 
would be permitted to select the Engineers or Artillery 
accordiog to the number of vacancies in those corps, or 
would receive commissions without purchase in the 
Cavalry, Guards, or Line. Those who selected the Ord- 
nance corps were to be removed to the school of appli- 
cation at Woolwich. 

Almost simultaneously with this notification appeared 
a General Order announcing the conversion of the 
Senior Department into the Staff College, which was 
then placed under a separate commandant and staff of 
instructors— the Junior Department being hencefor- 
ward called the Cadet College. 

An examination for admission to Sandhurst under 
the regulations described above took place in January 
1858, when 24 candidates were admitted to the College. 
On the 26th of April, however, a resolution was passed 
by the House of Commons on the motion of Mr Mon- 
sell, in consequence of which the plan for the amalga- 
mation of Woolwich and Sandhurst was necessarily 
abandoned; and in May 1858 revised regulations were 
issued, which again placed Sandhurst on the footing of 
an entirelv distinct establishment from Woolwidi. In 
these regulations, however, a new provision was intro- 
duced by which a Cadet at the Military CoUege was, if 
otherwise eligible, permitted to compete at the Exami- 
nation for admission to Woolwich, without his position 
at Sandhurst being affected by failure in this ezamina* 
tlon. 

The large increase in the numbers of the College 
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which was contemplated by the amalgamation scheme 
was not carried oat — ^the establishment still remaining 
at 180 Cadets, divided into two Companies. At the 
same time, the other alterations recommended bj the 
Coancil in the constitution and coarse of study of the 
College were brought into effect. Since this period the 
system of juvenile Military instrnction, which had been 
already abandoned at Woolwich, has been discontinued 
at Sandhurst. The establishment was converted from 
a school for boys into a college for young men, the 
minimum age for admission being placed at 16 ; while 
the coarse of instruction, the length of which was fixed 
at two years, was made almost entirely professional. 
The principle of competition was adopted as the con- 
dition of admission, although not to so full an extent 
as at Woolwich, the candidate for Sandhurst being 
required to apply to the Commander-in-Chief in order 
to have his name entered on the list of competitors. 
The entrance examinations for admission to the College 
and the final examinations for commissions were placed 
under the control of the Council of Biilitary Education ; 
and the whole method of instruction was revised, the 
old system of *' steps ** being abandoned. 

For many years up to this time the College had been 
almost entirely self-supporting. The orphan class of 
Cadets, established by the Royal Warrant of 1808, who 
had received a gratuitous education, had, after successive 
reductions, been finally abolished in 1822 ; and though 
the sons of OfiBcers were still educated at reduced rates, 
the system had been gradually introduced of affordinir 
them this advantage without expense to the public, by 
increasing the rates paid by the sons of private gentle- 
men. This system, which had been animadverted 
on by the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
in 1855, was altered on the re-organisation of the College 
in 1868 ; the rates of payment from all classes were 
reduced, and the principle wan, at least partially, 
adopted, of defraymg, by a Parliamentary vote, the 
difference between the actual cost of the edacation of a 
Cadet and the lower rates charged for the sons of 
Officers. The first public announcement of the institution 
of Queen's Cadetehips, the owners of which were to 
receive a gratuitous education, was also made in 1858. 
Since this period a large part of the expense of the 
College has been borne by the public 

Some addition to the Instructional Staff was made in 
the year 1858 in consequence of the general changes 
introduced at that time in the system and subjects of 
instruction ; and in the same year the office of Adjutant, 
which had been abolished in 1842, was revived in conse- 
quence of the strong representations of the Governor, 
Lieut-General Sir U. D. Jones. 

The next important change in the organisation of the 
College was in 1862. After the abandonment of the 
rchemefor the amalgamation of Woolwich and Sandhurst, 
the Council of Military Education turned their attention 
to the subject of enlarging the latter establishment, with 
the view of making it a general Military College through 
which all candidates for commissions in any branch of 
the Service, except the Artillery and Engineers, should 
be required to pass. The general outline of a scheme 
having this object in view was submitted by the 
Council, as early as July 1858, to General Peef, then 
Secretary of State for War. It was still under considera- 
tion when General Peel left office in the summer of 
1859, and was again brought under ihe notice of his 
successor. Lord Herbert, in August of that year. 

After some consideration the general principle of the 
scheme was sanctioned by Lord Herbert in December, 
1859, but no immediate steps were taken for carrying 
the plan into operation. At the end of 1860, however, 
the Council were directed to draw up a detailed scheme 
of organisation for the College, on the assumption that 



all candidates for commissions in the Cavalry, Guards, 
and Infantry would be required to pass through a year's 
course of instruction there ; a vote was also included 
in the estimates of 1861 for commencing the enlarge- 
ment of the buildings, with the ultimate object of 
providing accommodation for 600 Cadets. The details 
of the scheme were, after some correspondence, fully 
matured, and were on the point of being'Submitted to 
Her Majesty for approval, with the view to the new 
jystem coming into effect on the Ist of January, 1862. 
The plan, however, met with very great opposition both 
in the House of Commons, and from the authorities of 
the Universities, who regarded it as necessarily leading 
to the exclusion of University men from the Army. In 
consequence of this opposition the Uiider-Secretary of 
State for War, towards the end of the Session of 1861, 
announced in the House of Commons that the new 
system should not come into operation until Parliament 
had had a further opportunity of expressing their 
opinion upon it. The original plan was also so far 
modified that the extension uf the College was limited 
to providing accommodation first for 500, and t>ien for 
400 Cadets, in the first instance ; but the abolition of 
appointments to direct commissions, and the system of 
passing all candidates for commissions in the Line 
through the College, were still contemplated, though the 
commencement of the system was deferred unSl the 
1st of July, 1862. 

[Subsequently to this date many alterations have 
been made in the constitution, staff, and establishment 
of the College, and notably in 1869, a Commission 
recommended many changes and reductions, all of 
which have been carried into effect. The Military 
College at this date (1871) merely receives young 
pupils for their final preparation for the Army.] 



REGULATIONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

STAFF COLLEGE. 

The following revised Regulations having been ap- 
proved by the Queen, have been published in a special 
Army Circular : 

1. The Commandant will be appointed for seven 
years, with the power of re-appointment, but his 
tenure of office shall, in all cases, terminate after 
fourteen years, or at the age of sixty. 

2. The professors will be appointed for seven 
years, with the power of re-appointment. They will 
not retain their posts after the age of fifty-five, unless 
an extension of their term of office is specially recom- 
mended by the commandant, and approved by the 
Secretary of State. The civilian professors will not be 
entitled to pension. 

8. The lollowing will be the staff of the establish- 
ment: One Commandant, one professor of Military 
history, one professor of fortification and artillery, one 
professor of Military drawing and surveying, one pro- 
fessor of Military administration and law', one professor 
of mathematics, one professor of French, one professor 
of German, one professor of Hindustani, one professor 
of chemistry, and one professor of geology, who will 
also instruct the Cadets of the Royal Military College. 

4. The Commandant will give instruction personally 
in reconnaissance, and be responsible for the superin- 
tendence of the whole of the instruction given at the 
college. 

5. The instruction in riding will be given by the 
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Ridingmaster of the Bojal Military College at sach 
times as shall be ordered by the Commandant, after due 
arrangement with the Governor of the Royal Military 
College. 

6. The Commandant in arranging the details of the 
course of instraction will be assisted by a College Board 
composed of the professors. 

7. The Commandant will forward to the Field- 
Marshal Commanding-in Chief, at the end of every 
term, a confident iul report, entering minutely into the 
character and ability of every Officer at the college, and 
his qualifications for Staff employment. Any student 
who is reported nnlikelv to make an efBcient Staff OlH- 
cer will be required to leave the college. 

8. Similar reports will be forwarded at the end of the 
course, stating for what particular department of the 
Staff each Officer, from his abilities* and proficiency in 
the subjects of instruction, as indicated both during t he 
course and by the result of the final examination, 
aj)pear8 to be best fitted. 

9. Every Officer at the Staff College is required to 
keep a saadle horse, for which he will receive the regu- 
lated allowance of forage. The general duties and 
discipline of the stables will be subject to the orders of 
the Commandant. 

10. No payment will be required from students to 
the funds of the college beyond an entrahce fee of d£, 
from an unmarried, and 1/. 10s. from a married Officer, 
as a contribution to the college mess funds. In addition 
to the regulated quarterly subscription, and an entrance 
subscription of 8/. 88. to the college library. 

11. The regulations for entrance to the Staff College, 
and the details of the course of instruction, will be 
published from time to time in General Orders. 



THE SCHOOL OF GUNNERY.-Po^d 300. 

Shoeburyness first became a station for artillery prac- 
tice in the year 1849. The practice was, however, at 
that time confined to experiments, which were conducted 
on a very limited scale, under the department of the 
Director-General of Artillery. A battery was con- 
strncted and some wooden huts erected at the station in 
that year ; but for several years nothing but experi- 
mentiu practice was carried -on by batteries of Artillery 
who were sent to Shoeburyness merely for the summer 
months, and were quartered, at least partially, under 
canvas. No permanent staff were employed, the senior 
officer present with the troops being in command of the 
station. In 1854 the establishment assumed a more 
permanent character, and was placed under a Lieutenant- 
Colonel of Artillery as Commandant, who was also at 
the same time superintendent of experiments. It still, 
howerer, continued to be merely a station for Artillery 
practice dnd experiments, no regular course of instruc- 
tion having at that time been instituted in connexion 
with it. 

It was not until 1859 that the School of Gunnery was 
estublishcd. 



IKSTRUOTION OF IK7AMTRT OPFICERS IM ▲UTILLERT 

DRILL. 

General Order. — Horse Guards. S.W., 10th August 
1859.— His Royal Highness the General Commanding- 
in -Chief deeming it expedient that ofiicers and soldiers 



of infantry should be instructed in the great gan exer- 
cise, desires that general officers commanding districta 
and stations will make the neces<»ary arrangements, ia 
concert with the commanding officei*s of Artillery in 
forts and garrisons, for carrying oat that meaaara 
wherever practicable. 



REGmiATIONS FOR THE INSTRUCTION OP 
OFFICERS IN THE PREPARATION OF MILI- 
TARY REPORTS. 

Suggestions for per/brming the Afctrehinff'Out Duty. — 
Horse Guards, 19th January, 1859.— In marching out 
during the winter season, commanding Officers should 
profit as much as possible by the opportunities afforded 
to them for instructing their battalions Cespecially the 
young Officers) on those subjects which can be more 
particularly and more practically explained on occasions 
of this kind than at the regular daily parades in the 
barrack square, or at the orderly-room examinations. 

A great many Officers are not even aware that it is 
their duty to be provided with a map of the district in 
which they are quartered, to study it, and to compare 
it with the country it embraces, so as to acquire a prac- 
tical knowledge of its mUitary features, roads, rivers, 
woods, hills, plains, canals, bridges, and villages, and 
whatsoever, in fact, is calculated to assist or impede 
troops in offensive or defensive warfare. (See Field 
Exercise and Evolutions. 

In order to ensure the Officers acquiring as much as 
possible of this kind of information, and for the sake 
of practisiuff them in committing to writing their obser- 
vations and opinions, every subaltern Officer should 
take out with him a pencil and memorandum-book, to 
enable him to make the necessary rough notes, from 
which he should afterwards frame a report of all the 
before-mentioned subjects, and of the many others that 
will occur to him in the course of his' march ; the 
details of these reports will greatly depend on what is 
done on the march, and the above are only a few of 
the common -place particulars which are sure to be 
required under the most ordinary circumstances. 

When battalions practise the posting of pickets and 
placing of sentries, or any such kind of instruction, the 
whole is to be described ; and whenever an Officer can 
illustrate any part of his report by making a rough 
sketch, even in the margin, he is recommended to do so. 

A report of this kind cannot be too distlncti v and too 
simply worded; at the same time it should give all 
possible information, the more minute and exact the 
better. For example, the condition and width of roads 
should be stated, and whether practicable for Artillery ; 
whether the country is close, open, flat, or hilly. The 
prevailing crops should be named, also the towns and 
villages, and their size, manufactures, and situation.- All 
rivers, bridges, and canals, forts, towers, and every 
strong ground capable of being made good Military 
posts, should be alluded to. 

These reports should be sent to the commanding 
Officer of the battalion on the morning after the march, 
for examination by himself, or by one of his Majors. AH 
errors and omissions are to be pointed out and corrected, 
after which the reports are to be filed, and kept in the 
battalion orderly-room for inspection, if asked for ai 
anv future time ; and those that have particular merit, 
either from the talent they show, or the pains bestowed 
upon them, are to be sent to the brigade office. 
On these occasions of marching out, the Officers 
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eommanding compames are to practise tbeir men in 
judging distance whenever the battalion halts, and each 
hah may be a bttle prolonged for this purpose, if 
necessary. The names of the best iudges of distances 
are to be taken down, and delivered to the Adjutant 
on the return to barracks, and such of them as deserve 
it may be permitted to be absent from the afternoon 
parade, or receive some trifling indulgence. All 
companies in turn are to form advanced and rear 
guards. 

If commanding Officers will take an interest in these 
little matters, the exercise of marching out may be 
made both amusing and instructive, in addition to being 
very conducive to the health and physical condition of 
the men. 

In order to give the Officers as much practice as 
possible, commanding Officers are requested to march 
by a different route every time they go out. 

On all occasions care must be taken that there is no 
trespassing upon property. 



REGULATIONS FOB THB INSTEUOTION OF 
OFFICERS IK AKM7 TELEGKAPHT AND 
SIGNALLING. 

{jLrmg Cvradat dated l&h Januanff 18S9.) 

1. The Secretary of State for War has decided that, 
subject to such regulations as may be approved by him, 
and issued under his authority, the superintendence of 
the working arrangements of all permanent Military 
telegrsph stations, electric and visual, established under 
his authority, as well as the construction of Military 
telegraphs, shall devolve on the Royal Engineers as one 
of the regular duties of the Corps, subject to the general 
supervision of the Inspector-General of Engineers and 
Pircctor of Works. 

2. All Officers of Royal Engineers, and such non- 
commissioned officers and men of the Corps as may be 
selected, will be rec^uired to go through a course of 
instruction in electricity and telegraphy^ and in the 
methods of constructing telegraph lines, in the School 
of Military Engineering at Chatham. These Officers 
and non-commissioned officers will be employed, when 
o,M»sion requires, to superintend instruction or work at 
out-stations. 

8. The flashing system of signalling has been approved 
for field service, for Military si^al stations, and for 
communication between Her Majestv's ships and troops 
onshore, and will be introduced at all permanent signal 
stations, as opportunities occur, superseding the local 
systems now in force. 

4. Full details and description for working the flash- 
ing system of signals are promulgated in the new edition 
of the Army and Navy Signal Book, which has been 
prepared for field service, as well as for use at permanent 
signal stations, and for communication between Her 
Majestjr's ships and troops on shore. 

5. Arrangements have been made at the School of 
Military Engineering for the instruction in signalling of 
a certain number of Officers and non-commissioned 
officers from each Regiment and Corps in the Army, 
who, when duly qualified, will be employed as instructors 
in their Regiments or Corps. 

6. The number and strength of these classes, and the 
extent to which instruction will be afforded, will be 
regulated by the Commander-in-Chief, regard being 



had to the provision made In the estimates for the 
purpose. 

7. All telegraphs, electric and visual, at each Military 
station where signal stations have been establishea 
under authority, will be under the superintendence of a 
competent Officer who has passed through the Telegraph 
School at Chatham, or has been proved to possess a 
practical knowledge of electricitv as applied to^ and of 
the instruments approved for, telegraphic purposes, and 
for dav and night signalling (including communication 
with ships, as adopted for general Armv and Naval 
Service). The Officer in charge of the telegraphs, &c^ 
at an established signal station, will, when possible, bo 
an Officer of Engineers, and the duty of superintendence 
wiU form a portion of his ordinary duty, nnder tha 
Commanding Royal Engineer. 



THB 78ZK HIGHLANDBBS WRECKED NEAR 
PEEPAEia— A^ IM. 

The Regiment had embarked on board the transport 
Charlotte, on a voyage from Batavia to Calcutta ; when, 
at two o'clock, on the morning of the 5th of November, 
1816, the ship struck on a rock, twelve miles from the 
small island of Preparis. In fifteen minutes she was 
filled with water to the maindeck. Now was displayed 
one of those examples of firmness and self command 
which are so necessary in the character of a soldier. 
Although the ship was in the last extremity, and 
momentarily expected to sink, there was no tumult, 
no clamorous eagerness to get into the boats; everv 
man waited orders and obeyed thom when receivcfL 
The ship rapidly filling, and appearing to be lodged 
in the water, and to be only prevented from sinking by 
the rock, all hope of saving her was given up. Except 
the provisions which had been brought up the preceding 
evening, for the following da^'s consumption, nothing 
was saved. A few bags of rice, and a few pieces of 
pork were thrown into the boats along with the women, 
children, and sick, and sent to the island, which was so 
rocky, and the surf so heavy, that they had great diffi- 
culty in landing ; and it was not until the following 
morning that the boats returned to the ship. In the 
meantime, a small part of the rock on which the ship 
lay was found dry at low water, and covered with little 
more than a foot of water at full tide. As many as 
this rock could admit of (140 men), were removed on a 
small raft, with ropes to fix themselves to the points of 
the rock in order to prevent their being washed into the 
sea by the waves at high water. The highest part of the 
rock was about 150 yards from the ship. It was not 
till the fourth day that the boats were able to carry all 
in the ship to the island, while those on the rock re- 
mained, without sleep, and with very little food or water 
till the third day, when water being discovered on the 
island, a supply was brought them. During all this 
time, the most perfect order and resignation prevailed, 
both on the island and on the rock. I'rovidentially, the 
weather continued favourable, or those on the rock 
must have been swept into the sea. In the evening of 
the fourth day, the * Prince Blucher,' Captain Weather- 
all, and the * Po,' Captain Knox, appeared in sight, and 
immediately bore down to the wreck. They had scarcely 
taken the men from the rock, and begun to steer to the 
island when it came on to blow a furious gale. This 
forced them out to sea. Being short of provisions, 
and the gale continuing with great violence, the 
commanders were afraid that they could not get 
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back to the island in sufficient time to take tbe people 
on board, and reach a port before the stock was ex- 
pended; and, therefore, bore awaj for Calcutta, 
where they arrived on the 28rd of NoTember. Two fast 
sailinff vessels were instantly despatched with provisions 
and clothes, and on the 6th of December made the 
island of Preparis. The people there were by that time 
nearly reduced to the last extremity. The allowance of 
provisions (a glassful of rice and two ounces of beef 
tor two days to each person) was expended, and they 
had now only to trust to the shell-fish, which they 
picked up at low water. These soon became scarce ; 
and they had neither lines to catch fish nor fire-arms to 
kill the birds and monkeys, the only inhabitantii of the 
island, which is small and rocky, covered with low trees 
and brushwood. In this deplorable state the men con- 
tinned as obedient, and the Officers had the same 
authority, as on parade. Every privation was borne in 
common. Every man who picked up a live shell-fish 
carried it to the general stock, which was safe from the 
attempts of the half-famished sufferers. Nor was any 
guard required. However, to prevent any temptations, 
sentinels were placed over the small store. But the 
precaution was unnecessary. No attempt was made to 
oreak the regulations established, and no symptoms of 
dissatisfaction were shown, except when they saw 
several ships passing them without notice, and without 
paying any regard to their signals. These signals were 
large fires, which micht have attracted notice when seen 
on an uninhabited island. Captain Wetherall required 
no signal. He met with some boards and other symp- 
toms of a wreck which had floated out to sea out of 
sight of the island, and, suspecting what had happened, 
immediately steered towards it. To his humanltv the 
safety of the neople on the rock may, under provi- 
dence, be ascribed ; for as the violence of the gale was 
such as to dash the ship to pieces, leaving no part 
visible in a few hours, the men must have been swept 
off the rock at its commencement. 



THE B9TH FOOT WRECKED AT TRAMORE. 

Less fortunate than the Seventy-eighth, a portion of 
the Fifty-ninth Foot, whose gallant conduct we have, 
in previous parts of this book, had reason to commend, 
was entirely lost by shipwreck in 1816. In the church- 
yard of Drumcannon (Tramore, county Waterford.) an 
obelisk has been raised to commemorate the event and 
the character of its victims. It is a melancholy, yet 
proud, satisfaction to pay the tribute of respect to the 
honoured dead, and with that feeling deeplv impressed 
upon us, whilst we lament their untimely fate, we 
readily record the glorious deeds of heroes who shared 
in the honours gained by the Second Battalion of the 
Fifty-ninth Regiment 

Inscription on the Quadrilateral Obelisk, placed over 
the remains of those who perished January dOth, 1816, 
Tt-hen the Seahorse, transport, was lost in Tramore 
Buy. The obeliEk is situated in the churchyard of 
Drumcannon (Tramore), county of Waterford, and 
close to the porch of the parish church : — 

East side, opposite the Entrance-gate. 

liugo, 6/A and 7th January^ 1809. Contnna^ IBth January, 

1809. Walcheren, Avgnst, 1809. 

This memorial was erected by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Au£ten, Lieutenant Colonel Hoysted, and the other 



surviving Officers of the Second Battalion of hia 
Majesty's Fifty-ninth Regiment, as a testimonial of 
their profound sorrow for the loss of their gallant 
brother-Officers, who perished by the wreck of the Sea- 
horse, transport, in the Bay of Tramore, on the SOth 
day of January, 1816, and as a tribute to the heroic 
and social virtnes which adorned their short but nsef ol 
lives. 

North Side. 

Vittoria, 2Ut June, 1818. 8t Sebastian, BUt AuffUMt, 1813^ 
BuJauoOj 7tk October, 1818. 

On the SOth day of January, 1816, the Seahorse, 
transport, Captain Qibbs, was wrecked in Tramore 
Bay, upon which melancholy occasion twelve Officers, 
264 non-commissioned Officers and privates of his 
Majesty's Second Battalion of the Fifty-ninth Regi- 
ment, together with Lieutenant Allen, ItN. ; fifteen 
sailors, and seventy- one women and children, perished 
within a mile of the shore. Of the hapless inmates of 
this ill-fated vessel only fonr Officers and twenty-six 
soldiers and seamen were providentially rescued from 
the raging ocean. 

West Side. 

Nivelle, lOth November, 1813. Nive, 9th, 10th, l}th,aH4 

12th December, 1818. 
Bayonne, February and March, 1814. 

Sactili to tf^i iiHnnotg tA 

Major Charles Douglas. Lieutenant William GiUexpie, 

Ctqjtain James McGregor, Ensign Andrew Ross, 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Abraham Dent, 

Ensign Bowlamd E, HilL 

Zdeutenant William VeaU, Surgeon James Uegan, 

Lieutenant Robert Scott. 

Assistant-Surgeon Peter K. Lambe, 

Lieutenant James Geddes, 

and 

Quartermaster William Baird, 

Of the Second Battalion Fifty-ninth Regiment, who trerv 
lost by the wreekofthe Seahorse, trantport. 

Tour heroic deeds, brave warriors, will never be erased 
from the page of history, and though cypress, instead of 
lam el, encircle your temples, your cenotaph is erected w 
the bosoms of your oountrymau 

South Side. 

Waterloo, 18M June, 1815. Cambrav, 2ith June, 1815. 

Surrender of Paris, 6th July, 1816. 

The Second Battalion of the Fifty-ninth Regiment 
commenced their Military career in tbe au' umn of 1808, 
\\hen they accompanied Sir David Baird to C'orunna, 
and were conspicuously brave in the arduous campaign 
under Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore. 

They partook of the fate of the expedition to Wal- 
cheren; they also bore a distinguished part in the 
principal actions that were fought in the Peninsula in 
1813 and 1814, under the command of the Illustrious 
Wellington, and finally participated in the renown of 
the ever-memorable day of Waterloo, and the second 
surrender of the French capitaL 
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NAPOLEON I. AND HIS VETERAN SOLDIERS. - 

Page 174. 

'^ After a six months' campaign, Csssar, it is recorded, 
returned to Rome at the head of his Army ; seated on a 
car, glittering with gold and silk draperies, he pro- 
ceeded to the Capitol to retarn thanks to the gods for 
giving him Tictories. The people who had raised 
trinmphal arches in his honoar, shouted a clamorous 
welcome, and strewed his path with flowers. It was a 
hnrd task for the lictors to keep the Im aerator's passage 
free. Like the waves of the sea which break as they 
reach the shore, the crowds were ready to die at his 
feet. Suddenly, as he approached the public square, he 
caused his car to be halted. An old man was crossing 
slowly. The moment he had reached the opposite 
side of the road Ciesar^s car moved on. The people 
were astonished— they could not understand why the 
master of the universe — the conqnerer of the Oauls and 
Germans, the victor over Spain, should bestow a 
moment's attention upon a poor mortal whose ragged 
tunic disclosed that, in his jouth, he had borne arms. 
The poor man was, in fact, an old soldier who had 
formerly fought against the Cimbri and the Teutons, 
Mithridates and Jagurtha; and after attaching himself 
for twenty-five years to the fortunes of Sylla and Marius 
he had become a veteran: among those whom the 
lioman cohorts familiarly called the veterans^ — he was 
the most bowed down by age — vetus veierum. This was 
CsBsar's reason for rendering him public and solemn 
homage." 

Eighteen centuries later, a Captain, as great as 
C»sar in some respects, showed himself no less con- 
siderate towards Military old age. He showered upon 
them honours, rewards, and privileges ; he organised 
into demi-brigades the 287 companies of Teterans 
who came out on the declaration of war on the 
20th of April, 1792, and funned themselves into a 
Corps. The time of their service appeared to have been 
brief, but it was really long at a period when years 
were counted by victories and a description of service 
which aged men while they were in their prime. To 
Fome of these veterans Napoleon gave acres of land in 
difTerent departments, in imitation of those colonies 
which became, according to Cicero, the boulevards of 
the Empire. 

** Arrived at the apogee of his greatness, Napoleon 
never ceased, in all places, to honour a career of arms 
pursued with credit for any reasonable length of time. 
Ue proved it in 1807 when, at Warsaw, he conferred a 
pension on a Pole, named Narocki, ,for no other reason 
than that he was a centenarian. He had constantly 
the same regard for those of his companions in glory 
who had grown grey in their uniforms : he, too, called 
them, after the Roman fashion, the ancients of the 
Army of Italy. He ordered that they should iuvariably 
be treated with care and respect. * Such manifestations 
of esteem,' he would say, *will attach them perma- 
nently to their colours. Their pay ought to be increa.«ed 
in proportion to their length of service, for it is unjust 
not to pay a veteran better than a mere recruit' Thus 
did he, who had become a General at an age when other 
men scarcely command companies, because he replaced 
years by the force of his genias, proclaim the power of 
time and experience in perfecting Armies. 

'*At a time when Regiments in the French Army 
were marketable for money, a young Colonel, who had 
purchased his corps, made an old Officer feel the difTer- 
ence in their fortunes. * I know,' said the latter, * that 
a man in your position can do with forty thoasand 



crowns what I cannot accomplish with forty years of 
good service. Tant pis pour moi I ' 

"The company of veterans of the Guard was 
created on the 28th of June, 1801 ~* to receive the 
Officers, under Officers, and soldiers of all arms belong- 
ing to that chosen Corps, whose age, infirmities, or 
wounds had rendered them unfit for active service.' 
But it was an indispensable condition of their admis- 
sion to the company that they should have served for 
five years at least m *the glorious phalanx.' In 1804 
the veterans occupied the chateau at Versailles, under 
the command of the Chief of a Battalion. There the 
Emperor went to see them, for he could not conceal 
his affection for the Nestors of the Army who, before 
they had come under his immediate notice, had achieved 
triumphs under Richelieu, Sonbise, Lafayette, Rocham- 
baud, Dumourier. and others. 

"The duty of these veterans was confined to a few 
hours of sentry work once a week ; their leisure was 
passed in telling the tales of their campaigns — ' fighting 
their battles o'er again ' — criticising the operations of 
younger soldiers in the public places cTarmes, and play- 
ing with children. The most striking thing in these 
veterans, however, was the calm and venerable simpli* 
city of their physiognomy. Nothing could move the man 
who had so often felt the earth trembling under his 
feet. Another noteworthy circumstance was that there 
was not a single one of these wrecks of war who did 
not bear upon his breast one of those decorations which 
denoted that the wearer had won it on the field of 
honour." — From the * Sentinelle de TArm^e.' 



CHELSEA HOSPITAL. -Payee. 

The Royal Hospital at Chelsea— a refuge intended 
foraged, maimed, and infirm soldiers — ^will accommodate 
538 inmates. The number of out-pensioners from whom 
they are selected is about 64,000, of whom nearly 
8,000 are over 70 years of age. The hospital, not 
*' Hospital " in the modem popular sense of that word, 
offers a home to wounded, disabled, or aged pensioners ; 
and for their accommodation, comfort, and medical 
treatment a liberal provision is made, far beyond what 
is usuallv within the reach of such men anywhere else. 
An applicant for admission must be on the permanent 
pension list, must be of good character, must have no 
wife or children dependent on him for support not 
provided for in case of his admission, and he must be 
incapable of supplementing his pension by labour. He 
must have given good service, and generally war 
service. Candidates are not admitted under 50 years 
of age, unless they are suffering from disability con* 
tracted in the Service, or are required for the purpose 
of employment in the hospital. In practice the excep- 
tion seems to cover rather a large number. In February 
1870 the roll showed 87 inmates under 50 years of age, 
98 between 50 and 60, 117 between 60 and 70, 109 
between 70 and 80, 58 between 80 and 90, and two over 
90. A monthly list of applications is kept in the order 
in which thev are made ; and at the end of the month 
the commissioners, having regard to the number of 
vacancies and the eligibility of the candidates according 
to the terms of the Royal Warrant, sanction the 
selection and admission of the most meritorious. The 
average annual number of applications is 171, and of 
admissions 123. There were 134 vacancies in 1870 
occasioned thus — 86 men died, eight were dismissed for 
misconduct, four were seut to the lunatic asylum, and 

a 
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86 were permitted to revert to oat-fiensions at their own 
request, most of these last beinff men who came in a 
wretched state of health, stayed long enough to recover 
their strength, and then, not being of very advanced 
age, found they could obtain employment ; others went 
out to live with their friends, and three or four to be 
married. The average period of residence in the hos- 
pital is but about four years. On admission the 
pensioner surrenders his out pension ; the average 
surrendered is about lOd. a day, the range from 5d. to 
nearly 8s., according to length of service and rank. 
The in -pension of a private is but from Id. to 2d. a day, 
for a sergeant 8d. to Is. ; but some seventy or so of the 
men, volunteering, perform various duties in the es- 
tablishment, for which they are paid 7s. or 10s. a week. 
AW the wants of the inmates are liberally provided for. 
Theic clothing is certainly rather of an antique style, 
but then ** they are old men." Their diet is good, but 
rather monotonous — beef on Sundays, mutton on week- 
days ; and it is not surprising to learn that at their own 
request bacon is substituted for mutton on one week 
day. The " pint of porter daily " does not seem an ex- 
cessive allowance. They have a smoking-room, and the 
use of the great hall, and there is a fund of about 
540/. a year, derived from private legacies, which is 
devoted to maintaining the library and providing extra 
personal comforts and amusements. The Pensioners are 
divided into six companies, the captains and other 
officers of each company being responsible for the 
cleanliness of the ward and the preservation of order. 
But all except minor offences must be reported to the 
major of the hospitaL If, for instance, a man has been 
drunk more than three times in one year it must be re- 
ported. The punishments vanr. In the majority of cases 
the men are admonished, but in some instances a man is 
confined to the hospital for a few davs. If a man is 
dissatisfied with his mess he is removed to another. It 
is stated that there is no case remembered in which a 
man left on account of dissatisfaction with his treatment. 
There is a resident medical officer, and a chaplain with 
his curate; but many of the men attend divine 
service at churches and chapels in the neighbourhood. 
The expenditure of the hospital is chiefly met by an 
annual Parliamentary vote, but there is some incqme 
from property of the hospital and interest on unclaimed 

£rize money. But with all this liberal provision Chelsea 
Lospital is not popular with soldiers. 



THE CHASSEPOT AND THE NEEDLE-GUN. 

The "Zundnadel-gewehr," or needle-gun of the 
Prussian Service, to which the victories of the PruFsian 
arms in 1866 have been attributed, appears to have 
been originally patented in England as a muzzle loader, 
in 1881, by a Mr Moser of Kennington, but its cold 
reception in England drove the patentee to seek foreign 
patronage for his novelty, and Prussia adopted the new 
weapon. Dreysa, a |;unmaker of Sommala, applied the 
breech-loading principle to Noser's patent, and, thus 
amended, the arm, ten years later, was, in 1848, intro- 
duced into the Prussian Service. The principle, briefly 
stated, is the driving of a pointed piston or ** needle,*' 
by the action of a spiral spring (such as is used in the 
manufacture of children's toy guns) into a small case 
of fulminate, contained in and situated between the 
powder and the bullet of a single cartridge. In the 
action of opening the breech, the spiral spring is set 
by the trigger, and thus the trigger, when pulled, re- 
leases into operation this spiral spring, which, in its 



tnm« forces the needle into the cartridge and firei the 
piece. Upon the oldest form of the Prussian needle- 
gun improvements have been made, the chief effects off 
which have been a reduction in the mechanism of the 
needle of 1848, and a general lightening of the entire 
piece. None of these alterations, however, have touched 
those two apparent evils in the old form of this arm 
which militated against its adoption by England in 
1850. These are the position of the fulminate in the 
interior of the cartridge, and the looseness of mechanism, 
involving possibility of the escape of gas round the 
needle and at the base of the plunger. To these two 
particulars France mainly devoted herself in seeking a 
superior needle rifle to that of Prussia. In the 
Chassepot such an improved arm has been found. A 
triple wad of vulcanised india-rubber placed round the 
axis of its plunger, and with a steel-plate a cushion to 
receive the force of the rebound, is intended to render 
the breech gas tight, but has been found in practice only 
partially adapted to that object An ingenious ar« 
rangement of notches on th^ outer girder of iron before 
described, enables the gun to be placed at half-cock. 
The needle is lighter and smaller than in the Prussian 
gun, and, above all, the cartridge contains its fulminate 
at the base of the powder, instead of at the base of the 
bullet. A vacuum, left when the gun is charged, 
between the base of the cartridge and the front of the 
plunger, is intended to effect the combustion and re- 
moval of any portion of the cartridge-case that may 
remain after firing. As compared with the Prussian 
gun, this weapon possesses, besides the specific'improve- 
ments mentioned, other advantages of superior manu- 
facture and finish. Its cartridge, besides admitting the 
altogether different principle of firing, contains a larger 
charge of powder than the Prussian cartridge, with a 
smaller bullet, which leaves a manifest advantage in 
carrying to the French weapon : the fact that the Prus- 
sian bullet is purposely made so small as not to touch 
the barrel, while the French bullet is of the ordinary 
size to fit the rifle barrel, would point to the conclusion 
that the Prussian marksman is at a disadvantage over 
the Frenchman in respect to his aim. The number of 
times of firing per minute is about the same in both cases. 
The cost of the French weapon considerably exceeds 
that of the Prussian, and the Chassepot is, in addition, a 
more diflScult gun to make. To all the comparative 
information which has been published about the French 
and Prussian guns must be added the following from 
the ' Journal du Peuple' : *' At 500 metres the Prus- 
sian weapon gives only ne^cative' results, while at 1,000 
the Chassepot, in the bands of good marksmen, hits the 
targret with great force. We call attention to this point, 
for in the war of large bodies of sharpshooters (the 
only svstem which we ought to adopt), an arm which is 
not reliable over 500 metres cannot reach the reserves 
of the first front which escape the effect of the enemy's 
fire. The drawbacks of large bullets have been noticed, 
the principal being this — that with needle-guns the 
firing is rapid, and, therefore, a great amount of 
powder is burnt: consequently, the cartridge-box 
must be well stored. Now, there is in the weight of 
ammunition allotted to a foot soldier a total which 
cannot be exceedcd^namely, 10 lb. What will happen ? 
With that weight of cartridges the Frenchman will have 
twice as many shots to fire as the Prussian. Nothing 
is more difficult than to replace during fire the aounn- 
nition by a fresh distribution. Thus the retreat of a 
Division mav depend on its finding itself in the face of 
an enemy which had still twenty or thirty cartridges 
ahead to fire. It will be seen that the winning of a 
battle may depend on the projectile adopted." 
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A IfARCH IN SCINDE.-Pap« 2S0. 

HajoT-General W. F. P. Napier, in his work entitled 
** The Oonqoest of Scinde," has given, with his character- 
istic eloquence, the following spirited description of the 
march to Emaum Ohar, a march which the Duke of 
Wellington described in the House of Lords as "one of 
the most cnrious military feats he had eyer known to be 
performed, or had ever perused an account of in his life. 
Bir Charles Napier," said he, ^ moTed his troops through 
the desert against hostile forces ; he had his guns trans- 
ported under circumstances of great difficulty, and In a 
manner the most extraordinary ; and he cut off a re- 
treat of the enemy which rendered it impossible for 
them ever to regain their positions.** 

It was a wild and singular country, the wilderness 
through which they (the Anglo-Indian troops) were 
passing. The sandhills stretched north and south for 
hundreds of miles, in parallel ridges, rounded at top, 
and most symmetrically plaited, like the ripple on the 
8ca-shore after a placid tide. Varying in their heights, 
their breadth, and steepoe^ they presented one uniform 
surface ; but while some were only a mile broad, others 
were more than ten miles across ; some were of gentle 
slopes and low, others lofty, and so steep that the 
howitzers could only be dragged up by men. The sand 
was mingled with shells, and ran in great streams re- 
sembling rivers, skirted on each side by parallel streaks 
of soil, which nourished jungle, yet thinly, and scattered. 
The tracks of the hyena and wild boar, and the prints 
of small deer's footsteps, were sometimes seen at first, 
but they soon disappeared, and then the solitude of the 
waste was unbroken. 

For eight days these intrepid ^soldiers traversed this 
gloomy region, living from hand to mouth, uncertain 
each morning if water could be found in the evening ; 
and many times it was not found. They were not even 
sure of their right course; yet with fiery valour and untir- 
ing strength they continued their dreary dangerous way. 
The camvls found very little food, and got weak, but 
the stout infantry helped to drag the heavy howitzers 
np the sandy steeps ; and all the troops, despisins the 
danger of an attack from the Beloochees, worked with 
a power and will that overcame every obstacle. On the 
eighth day they reached Emaum Ghur, easer to strike 
and storm ; and then was seen how truly laid down is 
Napoleon's great maxim, that moral force is in war to 
physical force as four to one. Biahomed Khan, with a 
strong fortress, well provided, and having a garrison six 
times as numerous as the band coming to assail him, 
had fled with his treasures two days before ; taking a 
southerly direction, he regained the Indus, by tracks 
with which his people were well acquainted, leaving all 
his stores of grain and powder behind. 

As Emaum Ghur could only serve as a stronghold in 
which the Beloochees might be able to resist the British 
snpremaey, Major-Oeneral Sir Charles Napier deter- 
mined upon destroying the fortress. It was a place of 
^eat strength, and was constructed of nnbnmt bricks, 
into which the shot easily penetrated, but brought nothing 
down, so that recourse was had to mining. 

The place was full of gunpowder and grain, and the 
former was employed in blowing up the u>rtre88, which 
was effected on the 15th of January, 1848. 

After this difficult and harassing service, the troops 
returned triumphant on the 28rd of January to Peer- 
Alu-Bekr, where Major- General Sir Charles Napier 
re- united his whole army. The march was performed 
without the loss of a m^, or wlrhont even a sick soldier, 
and the Ameer*s troops were dispersed, and their plan 
of campaign frustrate. ^ 



THE COMMAKDIN-CHIEF.- 1827.— Pa^ 215. 

It is stated that *' the office of Commander-in-Chief 
remained in abeyance for some months after the death of 
the Duke of York." The office was onlv vacant sixteen 
days, the Duke of Wellington having been appointed 
to the Command-in- Chief, by General Order, x/o. 446, 
dated Horse Guards, 22nd January, 1827, from which 
the following is an extract : 

" The King feels that, under the present afflicting 
circumstances, his Majesty cannot more effectually 
supply the loss which the nation and the Army have 
sustained, than by appointing to the chief command of 
his Majestv's Forces, Field-Marshal his Grace the 
Duke of Wellington, the great and distinguished 
General who has so often led the Armies of the nation 
to Tictory and glory, and whose high military renown 
is blended in the history of Europe.*' 

*' By his Majesty's command, 

(Signed) ''Hsnrt Toebbns, 

Adjutant GeneraL" 



IC 



THE PATRIOTIC FUND.-Po^ 261. 

This Fund was constituted under Letters Patent of 
the 7th of October, 1854. It originated in the feeling of 
the people of Great Britain, from the Sovereign down- 
wards, for the sufferings of the troops, their families, 
widows, and children, during the Crimean War. The 
Fund was formed entirely by public subscription, and 
ultimately amounted to near a million and a half of 
sterling money. This patriotic accumalation was thus 
distributed :-~The sum of 2,747/. 5s. Id. was invested in 
the 8 per cents, to secure in perpetuity the admission of 
1$ bo vs. the sons of soldiers, sailors, or marines, into the 
Royal Naval and Military Free School at Devonport. 
A like sum similarly invested, secured the admission of 
1( boys into the Royal Seamen and Marines' Orphan 
School, Portsea. Twenty -five thousand pounds were 
paid to the Governors of Wellington College to secure 
the admission of 18 boys, sons of deceased Commis- 
sioned Officers of the Army, into the College. One 
thousand pounds was applied to the building of the 
Cambridge Asylum, and 2,116/1 8s. Id. in the 8 per 
cents, to secure the admission, in perpetuity, of nve 
widows of soldiers on the nomination of the Royal Com- 
missioners of the Patriotic Fund. Five thousand 
pounds was contributed to the Royal Naval Female 
School at Isleworth, for the general purposes of the In- 
stitution, to secure the admission of five pupils into the 
school ; and eight thousand pounds to the Royal Naval 
School, New Cross, to secure, in perpetuitv, the admis- 
sion of seven pupils, the sons of Naval and Marine 
Officers. Further, a separate school for 800 daughters 
of soldiers, sailors, and marines, was erected at Wan- 
stead, at an expense of nearly 145,000/., and an annual 
endowment of 5,000/. It is now called the Royal 
Victoria Patriotic Asylum. And 25.000/. was set aside 
for the maintenance of two separate schools for boys at 
Wandsworth and Chipping Barnet. After all these grants 
and endowments, there still remained a balance of about 
161,800/L To arrange its appropriation, a separate Act, 
of Parliament was obtained in 1867, which provided 
that the money should be applied, fi st, to relieve the 
widows, and educate and maintain the orphans, of 
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soldiers, sailors, and marines who lost their lives in the 
war with Rassia (1854-56) ; secondWt to maintain, edu- 
cate, and advance the offspring of those who might fall 
in battle, or die of wounds or accidents received in any 
other war; and thirdly, to maintain, educate, train, 
and advance the children of other soldiers, seamen, and 
Marines who had lost, or should hereafter lose, their 
lives in the service of the Crown ; or by or in conse- 
quence of casualties sustained, or disease contracted in 
the service of the Crown. 



THE PRIVATE OF THE BUFFS.— JPa^tf 231. 

Last night among his fellow roughs 

He jested, quaffed, and swore, 
A drunken private or the Buffi 

Who never looked before. 
To-day beneath the foeman's frown 

He stands in Elgin's place* 
Ambassador from Britain's C^wn, 

And type of all her race. 



II. 

Poor, reckless, rude, low-bom, untaught. 

Bewildered, and alone, 
A hf*art, with English instinct fraught. 

He yet can call his own. 
Aye, tear his body limb firom limb. 

Bring cord or axe or flame, 
He only knows that not through him 

Shall'England come to shame. 



III. 

Fair Kentish hop-fields round him seemed 

Like dreams to come and go ; 
Bright leagues of cherry-blossom gleamed 

One sheet of living snow ; 
The smoke above his father's door 

In grey, soft eddyings hung. 
Must be, then, watch it rise no more. 

Doomed 1^ nimself so young T 



IT. 

Yes. honour calls^ with strength like steel 

He put the vision by; 
Let dusky Indians whine and kneel, 

An English lad must die. 
And thus, with eyes that would not shrink. 

With knee to man unbent, 
Unfiaatering on its dreadful brink 

To his Tw grave he went. 



T. 

Vain, mightiest fleets of iron framed. 

Vain, those all-shattering guns. 
Unless proud England keep, untamed. 

The strong heart of her sons. 
So let his name tlirongh Europe ring 

A man of mean estate, 
Wlio died as firm as Sparta's King, 

Because his soul was great. 



* Lord Elgin was, at this time, Minister Plenipotentiary to 
China. 



THE VICTORIA CROSS.— Ptf^« 267. 

This decoration of valour, supplementary to the 
Order of the Bath, to be bestowed on the Officers and 
men of the Naval and Military Services, was instituted 
by Royal Warrant on January 29tb, 1856. It conaists 
of a Maltese Cross of Bronze with the Royal Crest in 
the centre, and underneath a scroll bearing the sinople 
inscription " For Valour." The Cross is only awarded 
to those Officers and men who have served the Crown 
in the presence of the enemy, performing some signal 
act of valour or devotion to tlieir country. If any one 
who shall have received the Cross should perform 
subsequently another act or acts of valour whicn would 
have entitled him to the decoration, supposing him not 
to have received it, he is allowed to have such further 
act recorded by a bar or bars attached to the riband 
by which the Cross is suspended. Other clauses in 
the Warrant provide as follow : 

" Sixthly. With a view to place all persons on a per- 
fectly equal footing in relation to eligibility for tiie 
Decoration, that neither rank, nor long service, nor 
wounds, nor any other circumstance or condition 
whatsoever, save the merit of conspicuous bravery, shall 
be held to establish a sufficient claim to the honour. 

" Seventhly. That the Decoration may be conferred 
on the spot where the act to be rewarded by the grant 
of such Decoration has been performed, under the 
following circumstances :-— 

*'(!.) When the Fleet or Army, in which such act 
has been performed, is under the eye and command of 
an Admiral or General Officer commanding the Forces. 

'* (II.) Where the Naval and Military Force is under 
the eye and command of an Admiral or Commodore 
commanding a Squadron or detached Naval Force, or 
of a (General commanding a Corps, or Division, or 
Brigade on a distinct and detached service, when snch 
Admiral, Commodore, or General Officer shall have the 
power of conferring the Decoration on the spot, subject 
to confirmation by Us. 

** Eighthly. Where snch act shall not have been 
performed in sight of a Commanding Officer as afore- 
said, then the clHimant for the honour shall prove the 
act to the satisfaction of the Captain or Officer com- 
manding his ship, or to the Officer commanding the 
Regiment to which the claimant belongs; and snch 
Captain or such Commanding; Officer shall report the 
same through the usual channel to the Admiral or 
Commodore commanding the Force employed on the 
service, or to the Officer commanding the Forces in the 
field, who shall call for such doHcription and attestation 
of the act as he may think requisite, and on approval 
shall recommend the grant of the Decoration. 

'* Ninthly. That every person selected for the Crosa» 
under Rule Seven, shall be publicly decorated before 
the Naval or Military Force or body to which he 
belonss, and with which the act of bravery for which he 
is to be rewarded shall have been performed, and his 
name shall be recorded in a General Order, together 
with the cause of his especial distinction. 

" Tenthly. That eveir person selected under Rule 
Flight shall receive his Decoration as soon as possible, 
and his name shall likewise appear in a General Order 
as above required, snch General Order to be issued by 
the Naval or Military Commander of the Forces 
employed on the service. 

'^Twelftbly. That as cases may arise not falling 
within the rules above specified, or in which a claim, 
though well fouadedi may not have been established on 
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the spot, We wilL on the joint rabmission of Our 
Secreury of State for War and of Our Commander-in- 
Chief of Oar Armj, or on that of Onr Lord High 
Admiral or Lords Commissionem of the Adroiraltj in 
the case of the Nayj, confer the Decoration, but never 
without concloBive proof of the performance of the act 
of braTory for which the claim ii made. 

*'Thirteenthl7. That, in the event of a gallant and 
daring act having been performed by a Sqnadron, ship's 
company, a detached body of Seamen and Marines, not 
nnder fifty in number, or by a Brigade, Regiment, 
Troop, or Company, in which the Admiral, Oeneral, or 
other Officer commanding such Forces, may deem that 
all are equally brave and distiognished, and that no 
special selection can be made by them : then in snch 
case, the Admiral, General, or other Officer command- 
ing, may direct, that for any such body of Seamen or 
Marines, or for every troop or company of Soldiers, one 
Officer shall be selected by the Officers engaged for the 
Decoration ; and in like manner one Petty Officer or 
Non-commissioned Officer shall be selected by the 
Petty Officers and Non-commissioned Officers engaged ; 
and two Seamen or Private Soldiers or Marines shall 
be selected by the Seamen, or Private Soldiers, or 
Marines, engaged respectivelv, for the Decoration; 
and the names of those selected shall be transmitted by 
the Senior Officer in command of the Naval Force, 
Brigade, Regiment, Troop, or Company, to the Admiral 
or General Officer commanding, who shall in due 
manner confer the Decoration as if the acts were done 
nnder his own eye. 

*' Fourteenthly. lliat every Warrant Officer, Petty 
Officer, Seaman, or Marine, or Non-commiwionea 



Officer or Soldier, who shall have received the Cross, 
shall, from the date of the act by which the Decoration 
has been gained, be entitled to a Special Pension of Ten 
Pounds a-year, and each additional Bar conferred nnder 
Rule Four on snch Warrant or Petty Officers, or Non- 
commissioned Officers or Men, shall carry with it an 
additional Pension of Five Pounds per annum. 

''Fifteenthly. In order to make such additional 
provision as shall effectually preserve pure this most 
nononrable distinction, it is ordained that if any person 
on whom such distinction shall be conferred. Ins con- 
victed of treason, cowardice, felony, or of any infamous 
crime, or if he be accused of any such offence, and doth 
not after a reasonable time surrender himself to be 
tried for the same, his name shall forthwith be erased 
from the registrv of individuals upon whom the said 
Decoration shall have been conferred by an especial 
Warrant under Our Royal Sign Manual, ana the 
Pension conferred under Rule Fourteen shall cease and 
determine from the date of such Warrant It is hereby 
further declared that We, Our Heirs and Successors, 
shall be the sole judges of the circumstance demanding 
such expulsion ; moreover. We shall at all times have 
power to restore such persons as may at any time have 
oeen expelled, both to the enjoyment of the Decoration 
and Pensions. 

** Given at Onr Court at Buckingham Palace, 
this twenty-ninth of January, in the 
nineteenth year of Our Reign, and in 
the year of Onr Lord One thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-six. 

«By Her Majesty's Command, 

"PAKMUftS.** 




THE BRITISH REGIMENTS. 



BEGBfENTS OF 0A7ALBY, with the Oolown of tMr Uniforms and Facings, their 
BsgimentaX Badges, Mottoes, and the Devices or DisUnctions authorised to he home 
on their Standards amd Guidons, 



AAHK ARO TlTLS. 



Colour of Colour op 



Uniform. 



Ist Life Guards 
2nd Life Gaarda 



Rojal Hone Gaards^Tho 
Blues 

1st (The King's) Dragoon 
Guards 



2nd Dragoon Guards 
(Queen's Bajs) 



8rd (The Prince of Wales's) 
Dragoon Guards 



4tli (Boyal Irish) Dragoon 
Guards 



5th (The Princess Charlotte 
of Wales's) Dragoon 
Guards 



6th Dragoon Guards (Cara- 
biniers) 

7th (The Princess Boyal's) 
Dragoon Guards 



Scarlet 
Scarlet 

Blue 
Scarlet 

Scarlet 



Facing. 



Scarlet 



Seal let 



Scarlet 



Scarlet 
Scarlet 



Blue 
Blue 

Scarlet 
Blue 

Black 



Yellow 



Blue 



Dark 
Green 



White 



Black 



Bp.gimental Badge and Motto, 

Device, or Distinction oh the 2nd 

6tandard or guidon. 



The Royal Arms, << Peninsula,** 
"Waterloo" 

The Royal Arms, '* Peninsula," 
" Waterloo " 



The Royal Arms, « Peninsula," 
" Waterloo " ♦ 

King's Cypher within the Garter, 
"Waterloo," " Sehastopol," " Taku 
Forts," " Pekin " 

Queen's Cypher within the Garter, 
" Lucknow " 



When Raised. 



The Plume of the Prince of Wales, 
with the motto " Ich Dien," the 
Rising Sun and the Red Dragon, 
"Talavera," 'Albuhera," "Vitto 
ria," " Peninsula," " Abyssinia " 

The Harp and Crown, with the Star 
of the Order of St Patrick, with 
the motto *^ (luis separabit?" "Pen- 
insula," '* Balaklava," ''Sehastopol" 

Vestigia nuUa retrorsuMf '* Sala • 
manca," " Vittoria," " Toulouse,'* 
"Peninsula," "Balaklava," "Se- 
hastopol " 



" Sehastopol," " Delhi 



n 



The Life Guards 
were established 
in 1660, when 
Charles the 2nd 
formed an Army 
at the Restoration 

August 29, 1661 



7une 6th, 1685 



June 20, 1685. This 
Corps is usually 
called "The 

Qaeeu*8 Bays," 
from the uniform 
bay colour of the 
horses 

July 15, 1685 



July 28, 1685 



July 26, 1685 



July 81, 1685 



December 81, 1688 



* The Regiment of Boyal Hone Gnards had a Standard presented to It by his late Majesty KlngWllliain IV., 
on the 3l8t of Aagust, 1832, which bears the words, ** Dettingen,*' **3linden,'* *' Warbourg,*' '*CateaiL" as well as 
** Peninsula*' and ** Waterloo.** 

e 
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List of Cavalry Regiments. 



Bahx and Titlb. 



Ist Royal Dragooni 



2ad Rojal North British 
Dragoons (Scots Grejs) 



8rd (King's Own) Hnssars 



4th (Queen's Own) Hus- 
sars 



5th (Royal Irish) Lancers 



6th lunisktUing Dragoons 



7th (Queen's Own) Hussars 



8th ^King's Rojal Irish) 
Hussars 



9th (Queen's Royal) Lan- 
cers 



10th (Prince of Wales's 
Own Ro^al) Hussars 



11th (Prince Albert's Own) 
Hussars 



Colour op 

UNirORM. 



Scarlet 



Scarlet 



Blue 



Bine 



Scarlet 



Scarlet 



Bine 



Bine 



Bine 



Blue 



Blue 



C0T.0UR or 
Facimos. 



Blue 



Blue 



Scarlet 



Yellow 



Blue 



Yellow 



Scariet 



Scarlet 



Scarlet 



Scarlet 



Crimson 
Overalls 



Beoimevtal Badge and Motto, 

Device, or Distinctioh oh tub 2md 

Stahdard or Goidoh. 



The Crest of England, within the 
Garter an Eagle. Motto. Spectemur 
Agendo, *» Peninsula," "Waterloo," 
Balaklava," ** Sebastopol " 
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The Thistle within the circle, and 
motto of the Order of St Andrew, 
Nemo me impune lacessit ; motto, 
'* Second to none," the Eagle, 
"Waterloo" 

The White Horse within the Garter. 
Motto, " Necaspera terrent,'* ** Salii- 
manca," "Vittoria," "Toulouse, 
" Peninsula," " Cabool, 1842, 
"Moodkee," " Ferozeshah," «So- 
hraon " 

•• Talavera," "Albnhera," "Sala- 
manca," "Vittoria," "Toulouse." 
" Peninsula," " Affghanistan," 
*< Ghnznee," " Alma," " Balak- 
lava," " Inkerman," " Sebasto- 
pol 



f> 



« '» 



» 



The Harp and Crown ; motto, '* Quis 
sqHMrabit?" 



The Castle of Inniskilling, with the 
word " Inniskilling " underneath ; 
"Waterioo," "BJaklara," "Se- 
bastopol " 

The Queen's Cypher within the 
Garter, "Peninsula," •'Waterloo," 
" Lncknow ** 

The Harp and Crown ; motto, ** Pris" 
tinmvirtutis MemoreBf "Laswariee," 
"Hindoostan," "Alma," "Balak- 
lava," "Inkerman," "Sebastopol," 
" Central India " 

The Queen's Cypher within the Garter, 
♦* Peninsula," " Punniar," " So- 
brnon," " Punjaub," "Chillian- 
wallah," " Goojerat," *• Delhi," 
"Luoknow" 

The Plnme of the Prince of Wales, 
with the motto "Ich Dien" The 
Rising Sun, and the Bed Dragon, 
"Peninsula," "Waterloo," " Se- 
bastopol " 

"Egypt" (with the Sphinx) "Sala- 
manca," " Peninsula," " Waterloo," 
"Bhurtpore," "Alma," " Balak- 
Uva," " Inkerman," " Sebastopol " 



Wheh Raisedu 



November 19, 1683 



November 15, 1681 



August 2, 1685 



July 17, 1685 



This Corps was dis- 
banded for mutiny 
during the Rebel- 
lion in Ireland, 
but has since been 
restored to the 
Army List 



December 81, 1688 



December 30, 1690 



February 1, 1793 



July 22, 1715 



July 22, 1715 



July 22, 1715 
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BAKK and TXTI.B. 



CoLODR or 
Uhiporm. 



12th (Prince of Wales's 
Boyal) Lancen 



ISth HoBtan 



14th (King's) Hassan - 



15th (King's) Hussars - 



16tb (Queen's) Lancers 



17th Lancers 



18th Hassars 



19th Hassars 
20th Hassars 
21st Hossars 



Boyal Begiment of Artillery 



Corps of Bojal Engineers 



Bine 



Blae 



Blae 



Blae 



Scarlet 



Blae 

Blue 

Blue 
Bloe 
Blae 

Bloe 



Scarlet 



Colour of 
Facings. 



Scarlet 



Baff 



Yellow 



Scarlet 



Blae 



White 



Lincoln 
Oreea 

White 

Crimson 

French 
Grey 

Bed 



Bine 
Velvet 



Regiukntal Badge and Motto, 

Deyxce, or Dirtinction on the 2nd 

Standard or Guidon. 



The Plame of the Prince of Wales, 
with the motto "/cA Dien" the 
'♦ Rising San," and the "Red Dra- 
gon." "Egypt "(with the Sphinx) 
*' Peninsnla," «* Waterloo," "Se- 
bastopol," "Central India" 

Motto, " Viret in jEternvm," "Penin- 
sula," "WHterloo," "Alma," " Bala- 
kla?a," " Inkerman," ** Sebastopol " 



The King's Cvpher and the Prussian 
Eagle, " toouro." " Tulavera," 
"Fucntcs d'Onor," "Salamanca," 
"Vittoria," " Orthep," " Penin- 
sul«," "Punjaub," " Chillianwal- 
lah," «Ooojerat," "Persia," "Cen- 
tral India " 

The Crest of England within the 
Garter. Motto, " Merebimur" 
" Emsdorf," •• Villiers-en Couche," 
" E'jmont-opZee," " Sahagan," 
"Vittoria," "Peninsula," "Water- 
loo" 

The Queen's Cypher within the Gar- 
ter. Motto, " Aut cursUf aut comiwis 
armia," "Talavera," "Fuentes 
d*Onor." "Salamanca," "Vitto- 
ria," "Nive," "Peninsula," "Wa- 
terloo." " Bhurtpore," " Affghanis- 
tan," "Ghuznee," " Maharajpore," 
"Aliwal,""Sobraoii" 

Death's Head: motto, "Or glory;** 
«*Alma." "Balaklava," "Inker- 
maa, ** Sebastopol' 



» 



"Peninsula," "Waterloo" 




None 



The Royal Arms and supporters, with 
a cannon ; " Ubique " over the 
gun, and " Quo Fas et Gloria 
ducunt** below it. "Waterloo" 
(the Rocket Corps adding Leipsic), 
" The Dragon," and " China' 



» 



The Royal Arms and supporters, with 
a cannon. " Ubtque " over the 
gun, and Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt " 
below it 



When Raised. 



July 22, 1715 



July 22, 1715 



July 29, 1715 



March 10, 1759 



March 18, 17G2 



April 27, 1763 



1858 



1861. On the amal- 
gamation of the 
East Indian* and 
the Royal Armies 



The Roral Artillery 
was formed April 
Uth, 1705 
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REGIMENTS OF DTFANTBT, wUh their Titles, Oohur of their Umforms* and Facings, 
their Badges, Mottoes, and the Devices or Distinctions authorised to he home on their 
Second or Begimentcd Colours, 



Bakk akd Titlb. 



Grenadier Guards 



Coldstream Guards 



Scots Fusilier Guards 



1st (The Royal) Regimeut 



2nd (Queen's Boyal) 



8rd (Enst Kent— The BniTs) 



&EOiiiEirTAi« Badge ahd Motto, Device, ob 

Distinction on the Regimentaii 

Colour. 



A Grenade. •* LinceHes," "Corunna," "Bar- 
rosa," "Peninsula," •'Waterloo," "Alma,** 
"Inkennan," "Sebastopol 



» 



» 



»» 



"LinceUes," "Egypt" (with The Sphinx), 
** Talavera," « Barrosa," •* Peninsula," 
"Waterloo," "Alma," " Inkerman," "Se- 
bastopol " 

"LinceUes," "Egypt" (with The Sphinx) 
"Talayera," " Darrosa," "Peninsula," 
"Waterloo," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Se- 
bastopol" 

The Royal Cypher, within the Collar of 
St Andrew. In the second, third, and 
fourth comers the Thistle and Crown, with 
the motto, " Nemo me impune iacessit" ** St 
Lucia," "Bgmont-op-Zee," "Egypt*" (with 
The Sphinx), "Coninna," **Bu»aco,'* "Sala- 
manca," " Vittoria," " St Sebastian," "Nive, 
"Peninsula," "Niagara," "Waterloo, 
"Nagpore," « Maheidpore," "Ava," "Alma," 
"Inkerman," " Sebastopol," "Taku Forts," 
« Pekin." 

The Paschal Lamb, the Queen's Cypher within 
the Garter. Mottoes, " Pristinm virtutis Mo- 
moTf" and "Fc/ exuvia triumphant," " Egypt " 
(with the SphinzX "Vimiero," "Corunna," 
" Salamanca," " Vittoria," " Pyrenees," 
"NiTeUe,"** Toulouse," "Peninsula," "Aff- 

fhanistan," "Ghunee," "Khelat," "Taku 
^orts," "Pekin" 

The Dragon. In the second, third, and fourth 
corners tiie Rose and Crown. "Douro»" 
«♦ Talavera," " Albuhera," " Pyrenees," 
"Nivelle," "Nire," "Peninsula,'^ "Pun- 
niar," " Sebastopol," " Taku Foru * 



Colour op 
Facings. 



Blue 



Blue 



Blue 



Blue 



Blue 



Buff 



Wheh RAISBDi. 



At the Restoration, 
1660 



By General Monk, 
prior to the Re- 
storation 



At the Restoration, 
1660 



The " Royal " Regi- 
ment was. when 
originally formed, 
in the service of 
France. It was 
incorporated in 
the English Army 
in 1661 






Raised in 1661 as a 
garrison for Tan- 
gier, in Africa, 
when ceded to 
England, as part 
of the dowry of 
the Infanta of 
Portugal 

The Buffs' was in the 
serrice of Holland 
in the reign of 
Elizabeth, and 
was incorporated 
with the English 
Army in 1665. 
This Corps has 
the priyilege of 
marcning through 
the city of London 
with fixed bayo- 
nets 



* All the Infantrr Uuiforms sre Red, with the exception of the BiQes, who wear Green. 
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Ba9K and Title. 



4th (King's Own Royal) 



5th ^orthamberlaud), 
(Fusiliers) 



6th (Royal First Warwick- 
bhire) 



7th (Royal Fasiliers) - 



8th (King's) 



9th (East Norfolk) 



10th (North Lincoln) - 



11th (North Devon) 



12th (East Suffolk) 



18th (1st Somersetshire) 
(Prince Albert's Light 
Infantry) 



14th (Buckinghamshire) 



Rjegimehtai. Badob and Motto, Detice, ob 

DlSTINCTIOV ON THE KEGIM£NTAI< 

Colour. 



It 



ff 



The Lion of England. The King's Cypher on 
a red ground within the Garter. ** Gomnna," 
"Badajoz," "Salamanca," "Vittoria," "St 
Sebastian," "Nive," "Peninsula," " Bla- 
densburg," "Waterloo," "Alma," "Inker- 
man," " Sebastopol," " Abyssinia" 

St Oeorge and the Dragon. In the second, 
third, and fourth comers the Rose and Crown. 
The King*B Crest. Motto, " Quo fata vocanC 
" Wilhelmstahl," " Roleia," " Vimiero," 
"Oorunna," "Busaco," "Ciudad Rodrigo, 
« Badajoz," " Salamanca," " Vittoria, 
"NiveUe," "Orthes," "Toulouse," "Penin- 
sula," "Lucknow" 

The Antelope. In the second, third, and 
fourth comers the Rose and Crown. The 
King's Crest. "Roleia," "Vimiero," "Co- 
mnna," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "NiveUe," 
" Orthes," "Peninsula," "Niagara" 

The Rose within the Garter, and the Crown 
over it. In the second, third, and fourth 
comers, the White Horse. "Martinique," 
" Talavera," •» Albuhera," *' Badajoz," 
" Salamanca," " Vittoria," " Pyrenees,'' 
"Orthes," "Toulouse," "Peninsula,'' "Alma," 
Inkerman," "Sebastopol" 



C( 



The White Horse within the Garter. In the 
secondf'third, and fourth corners the Royal 
Cypher, and the Crown over it. Motto, 
*'Necaspera terrent:' "Egypt" (with the 
Sphinx), "Martinique," "Niagara," "Delhi," 
" Lucknow " 

Britannia. " Roleia," " Vimiero," " Corunna," 
"Busaco," "SalaraancM," "Vittoria," "St 
Sebastian," "Nive," "Peninsula," "Cabool, 
1842," "Moodkee," " Ferozeshah," "So- 
braon," " Sebastopol " 

"Egypt" (with The Sphinx), "Peninsula," 
" Sobraon," " Punjaub/' " Mooltan," " Goo- 
jerat," "Lucknow" 

"Salamanca," "Pyrenees," "Nivelle," 
"Nive," "Orthes," "Toulouse," "Penin- 
sula" 

"Minden," "Gibraltar" (with the Castle, Key 
and motto " Montis Insignia Calpe "). " Se- 
ringapatam," "India," " New Zealand " 

"Egypt" (with The Sphinx), "Martinique," 
"Ava," "Affghanistan," "Ghuznee," ** Jel- 
lalabad " (with a Mural Crown superscribedX 
" Cabool, 1842," « Sebastopol " 

The White Horse. **Nec aspera tt/rrmt,** 
"Touraay," "Corunna," "Java," "Water- 
loo," " Bhurtpore," " India," (with the Royal 
Tiger superscribed), " Sebastopol," " New 
Zealand'' 



CoLona or 
Facings. 



Blue 



Bright 
Green 



Blue 



Blue 



Blue 



Yellow 



Tellow 



Green 



Yellow 



Blue 



Buff 



When Raised. 



1680 



1674 



December 12, 1671 



June II, 1685 



June 19, 1685 



June 12, 1685 



June 26, 1685 



June 20, 1685 



June 20, 1685 



June 20, 1685 



June 22, 1685 
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Ust of Infantry Regiments. 





HEaiME^TAL Badge awd Kotto, Deyice, oe 


(^€%TJt%tI^ AV 




Sajis ahd Title. 


DlSTIHCTXOll ON THE UEOIMEMTAI. 
COLODB. 


FACiMca. 


Wbex Raiekdi 


16th (York. East Biding) 


'' Martinique," ** Goadaloope * 


Yellow 


Jane, 1685 


16th (Bedfordshire) - 




Yellow 


Octoher 6, 1688. 
Originally a Re- 




• 




giment of pike- 
men and mu'ske- 
teera in the service 
of James II. 


17th (Leicestershire) - 


The Roval Tiger, superscribed " TTindoostan," 
"Affgbdnistan," ''Ghoxnee," **Khelat" 


White 


September 27, 1688 


18th (Rojal Irishj 


The Lion of NaMnn, the TTarp and Crown. In 
the second, third, and fourth comers ^n 
Escutcheon; blue, cliarffed with the Arms 
of Nassau. Motto. '' Virtutis I^^amurcensis 
Prmnium.*' " Kgypt" (with The Sphinx), 
••China** (with The Dragon), "Pegu," 
«* Sebaaiopol " 


Blue 


April 1, 1C84 


19th (1st York. North 


** Alma," " Inkerman," " Sebastopol " 


Green 


Formed in Novem- 


Hiding} 




• 


ber, 1688, in the 
reign of William 
III., from a Re- 
giment of pike- 
men and muske- 
teers 


20th (East Devonshire) 


"Minden," "Egmont-op Zee," "Egypt "(with 
The Sphinx), " Maida," "Vimiero," "Co- 
runna," -^Vittoria," • Pyrenees," " Orthes," 
"Tonloune," "Peninsula," "Alma," "Inker- 
man,*' " Sebastopol, •• " Lucknuw" 


Yellow 


Ditto ditto 


2l8t (Royal North British 


The Thifftle within the Circle, and motto of St 


Blue 


March, 1C89 


FosUiers) 


Andrew, **Nemo me impune Uxeessit" In the 
second, third, and fourth corners, the Royal 
Cypher and Crown. " Bladensburg," **Alma," 
« inkerman," *' Sebastopol " 






22nd (Cheshire) 


"Meeanee," "Hyderabad," "Scinde" 


Buff 


March 16, 1689 


28rd (Royal Welsh Fuai- 


The Plume of the Prince of Wales, with the 


Blue 


The date of the ori- 


liers) 


motto "/cA Dien." In the second corner 




gin of this Corps 




the Rising Sun ; in the third corner the Red 




is coeval with that 




Dragon ; in the fourth corner the White 




of the liberties of 




Horiie, with the motto, ^Nee aspera terrent" 
" Minden," '• Egvpt " (with The Sphinx). 




the country. It 






was raised in 




" Corunna," " Martinique," " Albuhera," 




Wales in 1689, 




" Badaioz," " Salamanca," " Vittoria," " Py - 
renees,^* "Nivelle," "Orthes," "Toulouse," 




the first year of 






the reign of Wil- 




"Peninpula," "Waterloo," "Alma," "Inker- 




liam III., and 




man," "Sebastopol," "Lucknow" 




served at the 
Bo}'ne 


24th (2nd Warwickshire) 


"Egypt" (with The Sphinx), "Cape of Good 
Hope," " Talavera,'' " Fuentcs d'Onor," 


Green 


March 28, 1689 










" Salamanca," " Vittoria," " Pyrenees," 
"Nivelle," "Orthes," "Peninsula,'^' "Pun- 














jaub," " Cbillianwallah." "Goojerat" 




• 
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Baxk and Title. 



25th (King*i Own Bor- 
derers) 



2eth (Cameronian) 
27th (Inniskilling) 



28th (North Gloaeester- 
tbire) 



29th (Worcestershire) 



30th (Cambridicesbire) - 



diet (Huntingdonshire) 



I32nd (Cornwall— Light In- 
fantry) 



83rd (Duke of Wellington's 
Regiment) 



84th (Cumberland) 



85th (Royal Snssex) 
86th (Herefordshire) 



87th (North Hampshire) 



REoniEMTAi. Baooe ahd Motto. Device, or 

DUTINCTXOM on THE ReGIMEHTAL . 

Colour. 



The Castle of Edinburffh, with the motto, 
*' Nisi Domintu /rustra. In the second and 
third corners the Royal Crest, with the 
motto, " In veritate religionis confideJ* In the 
foarth corner the White Horse with ** Nee 
aspera terrent*' ** Minden/' '*£gmont-op- 
Zee," "Egypt" (with The Sphinx), "Marti- 
nique ** 



j» 



"Egypt" (with the Sphinx), "Cornnna, 
"China" (with The Dragon), "Abyssinia" 

A Castle with three Turrets, and St George's 
colours flying, on a bine ground, with the 
word Inniskilling round the Circle. The 
White Horse. Motto, "iVcc amera terrent" 
"St Lucia," **E^pt" (with The Sphinx), 
"Maida," "Badajoz," "Salam.inca," **Vit- 
toria," " Pyrenees," " Niyelle " »• Orthes," 
«' Toulouse," '• Feninsula," " Waterloo •' 

"Egypf* (with The Sphinx). "Cornnna." 
"Barrosa," "Albuhera," " Vittoria," "Py- 
renees," "Nivelle." " Nive," " Orthes," 
"Peninsula," "Waterloo," "Alma," "Inker- 
man," " Sebastopol" 

"Roleia," "Vimiero," "Talavera," "Albuhera, 
" Peninsula," " Ferozcshah," " Sohraon," 
" Punjaub," " Chillianwallah," " Goojerat " 

"Egypt" (with The Sphinx), " Badajoz," 
" Salamanca," "Peninsula," " Warerloo," 
"Alma," "Inkerman," "Sebastopol" 

"Talavera," "Albuhera," "Vittoria," "Pyre- 
nees," " Niyelle," "Niye," " Orthes," " Pen- 
insula," "Cabool, 1842," " Moodkee " "Fe- 
rozeshah," " AUwal," " Sobraon," " Sebasto- 
pol," "Taku Forts" 

"Roleia," "Vimiero," "Oomnna," "Sala- 
manca," "Pyrenees," "Nivelle," "Nive," 
" Orthes," "Peninsula," "Waterloo," "Pun- 
jaub," "Mooltan," "Goojerat," "Lucknow" 



The Crest and Motto of the late Duke of Wel- 
lington. " Seringapatam," " Waterloo." 
" Alma," " Inkerman," " Sebastopol,*' 
" Abyssinia " 

A Laurel Wreath. " Albuhera," " Arroyo dos 
Molinos," "Vittoria,'* " Pyrenees,'' " Ni- 
yelle," *' Niye," " Orthes," " Peninsula," 
" Sebastopol," ** Lucknow " 



" Maida " 



Motto, "/Yrm." " Hindoostan," "Roleia, 
" Vimiero," " Cornnna," " Salamanca, 
"Pyrenees, "Niyelle," "Niye," "Orthes, 
"Toulouse," "Peninsula" 

"Minden," "Tourney," "Peninsula" 



Colour of 
Facings 



Blue 



Yellow 



Bu£E 



Yellow 



Yellow 



Yellow 



6u£F 



White 



Red 



Yellow 



Blue 
Green 



Yellow 



Wnsir Raised. 



March 16, 1689 



April 19, 1689 



June 26, 1689 



February 16, 1694 



February 12, 1702 



Ditto 



Ditto 



Ditto 



Ditto 



DiUo 



June 28, 1701 
May 10, 1702 



February 18, 1701 
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List of Infantry Regiments. 



Bank and Titlb. 



SSth (lat Staffordshire) 



39th (Dorsetshire) 



40th (2nd Somersetshire) 



41st (The Welsh) 



12nd (Roval Highland— The 
Black Watch) 



43rd (Monmouthshire Light 
Id fan try) 



44th (East Essex) 



45th (Nottinirhamshire- 
Sherwood Foresters) 



46th (Sonth Devonshire) 
47th (Lancashire) 

48th (Northamptonshire) 



Regimental Badge and Motto, Deytce, ob 

Distinction ox the Kcgimentaij 

Colour. 



"Montevideo," "Rolcin," "Viraiero," "Oo- 
runna," " Busaco," " Badajoz,** " Sala- 
manca," "Vittoria," " St Sebastian/* "Nive." 
"Peninsula," »'Ava," '*Alma, "Inkerman," 
" Scbastopol," " Lucknow *• 

Motto. "Primtis in /ndtV "Plassey " " Gib- 
raltar" (with the Castle, Key, and motto, 
''Montis Insignia Calpe*"). "Albuhera" 
" Vittoria," " Pyrenees," •• Nivelle," 
«*Nive." "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Maha- 
rajpore," " Sebastopol " 

" Ejrypt " (with The Sphinx), " Monte Video," 
"Roleia," "Vimiero." *'TalaYera," "Bada- 
joz," "Salamanca," " Vitloria," "Pyre- 
nees," *Nivelle," • Orthes," 'Toulouse," 
" Peninsula," *• Waterloo," »< Candahar," 
"Ghuznee," '*OabooI, 1842," "Maharaj- 
pore " 

The Rose and Thistle within the Garter. The 
Prince of Wales's Plume, with the motto, 
" Ich Dien" In the second, third, and fourth 
corners the Royal Cypher and Grown. Motto, 
" Girell angau neu Chwilydd.** " Detroit," 
*' Queenstown," •* Miami," " Niagara," 
"Ava," "Candahar," "Ghuznee," "Cabool, 
1842," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sebasto- 
pol" 

The Royal Cypher within the Garter. St An- 
drew, with the motto, ** Nemo me impune 
lacesKitr "Egypt" (with The Sphinx), 
" Corunna," *♦ Fuentes d*Onor," " Pyrenees," 
"Nivelle," "Nive," "Orthes," "Toulouse," 
"Peninsula," "Waterloo," "Alma," "Se- 
bastopol," "Lucknow" 

"Vimiero," "Corunna," "Busaco," "Fuentes 
d'Onor," "Ciudad Rodrigo," "Badajoz," 
" Salamanca," " Vittoria," " Nivelle," 
"Nive," "Toulouse," "Peninsula" 



Colour or 
Facings. 



"Egypt" (with The Sphinx), "Badajoz," 
•* Salamanca," " Peninsula," " Bladens- 
burg," "Waterloo," "Ava," "Alma," "In- 
kerman," "Sebastopol," "Taku Forts" 

"Roleia," "Vimiero," "Talavera," "Busaco," 
"Fuentes d*Onor," " Ciudad Rodrigo," "Ba- 
dajoz," *' Salamanca," "Vittoria," "Pyre- 
nees," "Nivelle," "Orthes," "Toulouse," 
" Peninsula," " Ava," " Abyssinia " 

"Dominica," "Sebastopol" 

" Tarifa," " Vittoria," " St Sebastian," " Pen- 
insula," "Ava," "Alma," "Inkerman," 
"Sebastopol" 



"Douro," "Talavera," "Albuhera," "Bada- 
joz," " Salamanca," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees, 



n 



"Nivelle," "Orthes," "Toulouse," "Penin- 
sula," "Sebastopol 



n 



Yellow 



Green 



Buff 



White 



Blue 



White 



Yellow 



Green 



Yellow 
White 

Buff 



Wbev Baibed. 



February 13, 17G2 



Ditto 



August 25, 1717 



March 11, 1719 



October 25, 1739 



Januiuy 8, 1741 



January 7, 1741 



January 11, 1741 



January 18, 1741 
January 15, 1741 

Jannaiy 17, 1741 
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Bakk and Title. 



49th (Hertfordshire — The 
Princejis Charlotte of 
Wales's) 

Rojal Marines 



50th (Qaeeii*8 Onvn) 



5l8t (2nd Yorkshire, West 
RiJing, King's Own 
Light Infantry) 

52nd (Oxfordshire ~- Light 
Infantry) 



53rd (Shropshire) 



54th (West Norfolk) 



55th (Westmoreland) - 



56th (West Es^z) 



57th (West Middlesex) 



58th (Rutlandshire) 



59th (2nd Nottinghamshire) 



60th (King's Royal Rifle 
Corps) 



Begimentai. Badob akd Motto, Oeticb, ob 

DlSTUICTION ON THE BeGIMENTAJL 
COLODB. 



**Egmont-op Zee,** "Copenhagen," **Qneens- 
town," " China " (with The Dragon), **Alma," 
'* Inkerman," *' Sebastopol" - 

Motto, "Per Mar€ per TVrrofli.*' The Globe. 
** Gibraltar" 



"Egypt" (with The Sphinx), "Vimiero," 
"Corunna," « Almaraz," " Vittoria," "Py- 
renees," "Nive," **0rthe8," "Peninsula/' 
" Punniar," " Moodkee," «* Ferozeshah," 
"Aliwal," "Sobraon," •'Alma." "Inker- 
man," "SebastopoV '^New Zealand" 



Colour of 
Facings. 



" Mind-n," "Corunna," "Salamanca," "Vit- 
toria," '* Pyrenees," « Nivelle," " Orthes," 
"Peninsula," " Waterloo," "Pegu" 

"llindoostan," "Vimiero." "Corunna," "Bn- 
saco/' "Faentes d'Onor," " Ciudad Rodrigro," 
" Badajoz." " Salamanca," " Vittoria," " Ni 
Telle," *'Nive," "Orthes," ''Toalouse," 
"Penmsula," "Waterloo," "Delhi ' 

**Nieuport," "Tourney," "St Lucia," "Tala- 
vera," "Salamanca," "Vittoria," "Pyre- 
nees." "Nivelle." "Toulouse," " Peninsula," 
'• Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Punjaub," *» Gooje- 
rat,""Lucknow" 



t> 



"Egypt" (with The Sphinx), "Marabout, 
"Ava" 



"China" ([with The Dragon), "Alma," "In- 
kerman,'* " Sebastopol " 

" Moro," " Gibraltar " (with the Castle, Key, 
and " Montis Insignia Calpe,^) " Sebastopol " 



"Albnhera," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Ni- 
velle," "Nive," "Peninsula,^ "Inkerman," 
" Sebastopol," " New Zealand " 

"Gibraltar " (with the Castle, Key, and ''Mon- 
tis Insignia Calpe**\ "Egypt" (with The 
Sphinx), "Maida," "Salamanca," "Vitto- 
ria," "Pyrenees," "Nivelle," "Orthes," 
"Peninsula," "New Zealand 



n 



"Cape of Good Hope," "Corunna," "Java," 
•* Vittoria," "St Sebastian," "Nive," "Pen- 
insula," " Bhurtpore," " Canton " 

Motto, " Oder et Audaxr "Rolei'a," "Vimiero," 
" Martinique," " Talavera," " Fuentes 
d'Onor," " Albuhera," " Ciudad Rodrigo," 
" Badajoz," " Salamanca," " Vittoria," "Py- 
renees,** "Nivelle," "Nive," "Orthes," 
" Toulo&se," " Peninsula," " Panjaub," 
"Mooltan," "Goojerat," "Delhi," "Taku 
Forts" "Pekin" 



Green 



Blue 



When Raised. 



December 25, 1743 



The Royal Marines 
take rank between 
the 49th and 50th 
Regiments 



Blue 


December 18, 1755 


Blue 


December 19, 1755 


Bu£F 


December 20, 1755 


Red 


December 21, 1755 


Green 


December 23, 1755 


Gieen 


December 25, 1755 


Purple 


December 28, 1755 


Tellow 


December 26, 1755 


Black 


December 28, 1755 


White 


December 20, 1755 


Scarlet 


December 25, 1755 
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List of Infantry Regiments. 



Rank axo Titlb. 



61it (South Gloucestershire) 



62ad (Wiltshire) • 



63rd (West Suffolk) 



64th (2nd Staffordshire) 



65th (2iid Yorkshire, North 
Biding) 

66th (Berkshire) 



67th (South Hampshire) 



68th (Durham— Light In- 
fantry) 



69th (South Lincolnshire) 

70th (Surrey) 

7l8t ( Highland— Light In- 
fantry) 



72nd (Duke of Alhany's 
Own Highlanders) 



78rd (Perthshire) 
74th (Highlanders) 



75th (Stirlingshire) 

76th - 

77th (East Middlesex) 



Heoimental Badgk and Motto. Drvtck, or 

DlBTf>CT10N O'C THE REGIMENTAL 

Colour. 



n 



" Egypt »• (with The Sphinx). «* Nfaida,*' "Tala 
▼era/* "Salamanca," "Pyrenees," **Nivelle, 
••Nive," "Orthes," "Toulouse," '* Penin- 
" aula," •* Panjanb," « ChiUianwallah," 
"Goojerat," "Delhi" 

«*Nivc" "Peninsula," «♦ Feroaeshah," " So- 
braon," ** Sebastopol " 

»* Egmontop-Zee," " Martinique," " Gnada- 
loupe," "Alma," •* Inkerman," <« Sebasto- 
pol" 



** St Lucia," " Surinam," "Persia," "Beshire," 
"Bushire," "Koosh-ab," "Lucknow 



n 



"India" (with the Boyal Tiger), "Arabia, 
"New Zealand" 



*> 



» 



"Douro," "Talayera," "Albuhera," ««Vitto- 
ria," "Pyrenees," " NiveUe," " Nive, 
"Orthes," "Peninsula" 

"Barrosa," "Peninsula," "India" (with The 
Boyal Tiger), "Taku Forts," "Pekin" 



"Salamanca," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Ni- 
velle," "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Alma," 
"Inkerman," "Sebastopol," "New Zealand" 



»> 



" Bourbon," "Java," "Waterloo," "India 
"Quadalonpe," "New Zealand" 



"Hindoostan," "Cape of Good Hope," "Bo- 
leia," "Vimiero,'* «*Corunna," "Fuentes 
d'Onor," " Almaraz," " Vittoria," " Pyre- 
nees," "Nive," "Orthes," "Peninsula," 
" Waterloo," " Sebastopol," " Central 
India " 

In the second, third, and fourth comers the 
late Duke of York's Cypher and Coronet. 
" Hindoostan," " Cape of Good Hope," 
« Sebastopol," " Central India " 

" Mangalore," " Seringapatam," " Waterloo " 

"Assaye" (with The Elephant). "Seringa- 
patam." "Busaco," "Fuentes d*Qpor." 
" Ciudad Bodrigo," " Badajoz," " Sala- 
manca," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nivelle," 
"Orthes," "Toulouse," "Peninsula" 

" Seringapatam," " India " (with the Boyal 
Tiger), " Delhi," " Lucknow " 



n 



"Hindoostan" (with The Elephant), "Nive, 
"Peninsula" 



The Plume of the Prince of Wales, with the 
motto, *•• leh Dieru** "Seringapatam," "Ciu- 
dad Bodrigo," "Badajoz," "Peninsula," 
"Alma," '* Inkerman,*' ** Sebastopol " 



Coi^cR or 
Facim oa 



Buff 



Buff 
Green 

Black 
White 
Green 

Yellow 
Green 



Green 

Black 

Buff 



Yellow 



Green 
White 



Yellow 

Bed 
Yellow 



WHEV RAXSEZk 



April 21, 1758 



Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
April 22, 1758 



April 28, 1758 

Ditto 
December 19, 1777 



December 29, 1777 



April 18, 1786 
October 12, 1787 



Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 



List of Infantry Regiments. 
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Bank and Title. 



78(h (HiffhUndert — Bom- 
shire Buffi) 



79th (Cameron Highlanders) 



80th (Saffordahire Volun- 
teers) 



81st (Loyal Lincoln Yolan- 
teers) 

82nd (Prince of Wales's 
Volunteers) 



8drd (Conntj of Dublin) 



84 ih (York and Lancaster) 



85th (Bncks Volanteers — 
King's Lighi Infantry) 



86th (Royal County Down) 



87th (Royal Irish) Fusiliers 



88th (Connanght Rangers) 



89th (Princess Victorians) 



Kegzmbntal Badge and Motto, Deticb, om 

DlSTlMCTlOM ON THE RBQIJIENTAJL 
COliOUB. 



Colour or 
Facings. 



Motto, ''Cutdich'n Rigk.** «<A8saTe" (with 
The Elephant), " Mnide," " Java," "Persia," 
** Koosh-ab," •* Lucknow " 

**£gmont-op- Zee," " Egypt" (with The Sphinx), 
''Fuentes d'Onor," *' Salamanca,'* "Pyre- 
nee*," **Nivelle." •• Nive," •'Toulouse," 
" PeninMila," " Waterloo," " Alma," " JSe- 
bastopol," "Lucknow" 

"Errypt" (with The Sphinx), " Moodkec," 
** Feroaeshah," " Sobraon," "Pegu," "Cen- 
tral India " 

" Maida," " Corunna," « Peninsula " 



The Plume of the Prince of Wales, with the 
motto. ''Ick BieiL*' **R.>lei«," *»Vimiero," 
«* VittoriH," •* PTrenecs," •« Nivelle," 
"Orthes," "Peninsula," "Niagara," " Se- 
bastopol," ** Luck now " 



"Cape of Good Hope," "Talavera," "Busnco " 
"Fnentes d*Onor," " Cindad Rodrijro," 
«' BadHJoz," " Salamanca," " Vittoria," 
"Nivelle," "Orthea," "Toulouse," "Pen- 
insula," " Central India " 

The Union Rose. " Nire," " Peninsula," " In- 
dia," *^ Lucknow " 

Motto, ** Aucto tphndort resurgo," ''Fuentes 
d»Onor," " Nive," *• Peninsula," ** Bladens- 
burg" 

The Harp and Crown. Motto, ** Quis sepa- 
rabitf" "Egypt" (with The Sphinx), 
"India," "Bourbon," •» Central India" 

The Plume of the Prince of Wales, with the 
motto, "7cA Dien" An Eagle, with a 
Wreath of Laurel. The Harp and Crown. 
" Monte Video," " Talavera," " Barrosa," 
"Tarifa," "Vittoria," '» Nivelle," "Orthes," 
"Toulouse," "Peninsula," "Ava" 



The Harp and Crown. Motto, " Quis MeparO" 
bit?" -Eirypt" (with The Sphinx), "Tala- 
vera," •*Busaco," *• Fnentes d'Onor,'^ "Ciu- 
dad Rodriuo" "Badajoz," ** Salamanca," 
"Vittoria," «* Nivelle," "Orthes," '-Tou- 
louse," *• Peninsula," "Alms." "Inkerman," 
" Sebastopol," ** Central India" 



Princess Victoria's Coronet. " Egypt " (with 
The Sphinx), "Java," "Niagara," **Ava," 
" Sebastopol " 



Baif 



Green 



Yellow 

. Buff 
Yellow 



Yellow 



Yellow 
Blue 

Blue 

Blue 



Yellow 



Black 



When Baibed. 



March 8, 1793 



Angnst 17, 1798 



September 12, 1798 

September 19, 1793 
September 27, 1793 



September 28, 1793 



November 2, 1798 
November 10, 1793 

October 30, 1793 



September 18, 1793. 
The sobriqnet of 
the " Faugh i bal- 
lahs" (or, "Clear 
the Way ") at- 
taches to this 
Corps. The 87th 
took an Eaple 
with a Golden 
Wreath from the 
French at Bar- 
rosa 

September 25, 1793 



December 8, 1798 
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List of bifdntry Regiments. 



90th {P«rtlu1iire ToluDteen "Handora," "Egypt" (irith The Sphini 
— Light lufuitrj) " Mutiniqae," " QnadAlonpe," ** Sebkst 

pol," "Lucknow" 



luiden) 
SSncl (Qordon Highlui^en) 



95th (Deibyihire) 

96th - - - - 

»Tth (Barl of Uteter'a) - 

geth - - - - 

99th (LsnuhBhire) 

100th - - - . 

lOlat . . . . 



106th 
106th 
107th 
108th 



" Roleia," " Timieto," 



" Cape of Good H 
, "Sebaatopol," ' 



"New Zealaad" 



p-Zee," "Mando™,"" Egypt" (with 

ax), " ComnDa," " Faeates d'Onor," 
ti, " Vitloria," " Pyrenoea," 
"Orthea," " PeDinlala," " Water - 



"China" (with Tbe Dragon\ "Pnnjaab" 

"Pekio," "New Zealand" . . - 

Tbe Prince of Walei's Plnme. A Maple Leaf 

"Plassey," " Bnxar," " Guierat," " Deig," 
"Bhurtpore," " ABghaniatao," "Ghntree," 
" FeroiBshnbnr," "Sobraon," "Pegn," 
"Delhi," "Locknow" 

The Royal Tiger. " Sptcianmr agmdo," 
"Arcot," "Plmaey,"' "Coadore," "Wynde- 
waah," " Sholingur," " Nnndy," " DroOR," 
"Amboyna,""Ternate," " Banda," "Pondi- 
cherry," " Mahidpoor," "ATa," "Pega," 
"Lncknow" 

"Ptaasey" and "Baxar" (with tbe Roral 

Tiger). "CHmatie" and "Mysore" (with 
the Elephnnt), "Guzerat," "SenDgspatam," 
" Kirkee," " Beni Boo Ally," " Aden," 
"Ponjaub," "Moollan," "Qoojorat" 

" Qoojerat," 

Hotto, " C*de nuUii " . - . . 

" Persia," " Ret hire, " " Bnsliiro,'' " Eo&sbah " 

"Central India" ..... 
" Central India "-.... 



FehmoiT U^ 1794 



TellQw 

Yellow 

Sfcy 
Bine 

White 

YeUow 
Bine 
Blue 



Buff 
While 
White 



Glasgow, Dec, 1833 



Chichester, March, 
ISSi 

Glasgow, Uar., 1824 

In Canada, 1868 



•-"Is 
■I = I <^ 



$ B s • 
H ^ 5": 



Ust of Infantry Regiments. 
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Ravk ajkd Titlb. 


BBonxHTAi. Badgi ahd Motto, DsyiCE, cm 

DiBTmcnoN ov the Bboduehtai. 

Colour. 

■ 


COLOUBOP 

Facuob. 


Whbh Baibbd. 


Rifle Brigade (The Prince 
Oonsort's Own) 


"Copenhagen," "Monte Video," "Boleia," 
"Vimiero," "Comnna," " Busaco," "Bar- 
rosa," "Fuentes d'Onor," "CindadRodrigo," 
« Badajoi." " Salamanca," " Vittoria," 
"Nivelle," "Nive," "Orthes," "Toulouse," 
"Peninsula," "Waterloo," "Alma," "In- 
kerman," " Sebastopol," "Lucknow" 


Black 


August 25, 1800 



Local Corps in the Colonies, 



Rank abd Tttle. 


Begimeiitai. Badge and Motto, 
Device, or Distimctiov on 

THE 

Regimental Colour. 


Colour or 
Facings. 


Colour or 

UNirORM. 


When Raibei>. 


1st West India Regiment 

2nd ditto ... 

Ceylon Rifle Regiment 

Royal Malta Fencible Regi- 
ment 


"Dominica," "Blartinique," "Guada- 
loupe " 

The Royal Cypher and a Maltese 
Cross 


White 
Yellow 
Black 
Scarlet 


Red 

Red 

Green 

Blue 


These are Local Corps, and 
only do duty in the Colony 
and Settlements from which 
they derive their names. The 
West India Regiments occa- 
sionally do duty (in detach- ' 
ments) at Sierra Leone, on the 
West Coast of Africa. 




INDEX. 



AbererombT, General Balph, eondacts a Retreat 
throagh Holland - - - - 

Do. is created a Knii^ht of the Bath 
Do. performs Exploits in the West Indies 
Do. appointed Commander-in-Chief in Ireland 
Do. proceeds to the Helder - 
Do. IS sent to E^pt with an Armj 
Do. Defeats the French in Egypt - 
Do. his Death on the Field of Battle 
Ahjssinia, Expedition to, in 1867 
Academy, Royal Militsrj ... 
Aden— defended against the Arabs 
Additional Force Act ... 

Afghanistan, Expedition to (1839) • 
Agra capitalates .... 

Aickman, Captain, makes a gallant Charge 
Albert, Prince of Saxe Cobonrg, marries Qaeen 
Victoria of England .... 

Do. Declines the Command of the Armj 
Do. Opens the Soldiers* Daughters' Home 
Do. his Death and Character 
Albahera, Battle of - • • - - 
Alexandria, the Battle of - 

Do. surrenders to Sir J. Hatchinsoa 
Alicant, Defence of - - - - • 

Allyghnr, Capture of, bj Lake ... 
Alma, Battle of the - - - • . 
Almanza, Battle of - - - • • 
Almeida invested . • • . • 
Aldershot Camp established ... 
Amalgamation of the Indian and Royal Armies 
Ameers of Scinde ..... 

America— Operations in ...... 

Do. do. . • . • • 

Do. Revolt of the Colon ists.- 
Do. Army of, in 1777 - - • • 
Do. Details of the War in - • - 
Do. do. « . . • • 

Amherst, Colonel, recovers St John*s - 

Do. Earl, makes War on the Burmese - 
Amiens, Treaty of - - - - - 

Andr^, Major, arrested and executed 
Ancient Britons ...... 

Argaum. Battle of - - - - • 

Argyll, Duke of, deprived of his Regiment - 

Do. attacks Sir R. Walpole ... 

Arms, Fire, Progress of - - - - 

Do. Percussion Caps and Breech-loaders dis 
regarded ..... 

Do. of the Guards ... 

Armstrong, Sir W., his Gnii 
Army, Standing .... 

Do. of the Commonwealth 
Do. refuses to be Citholicised 
Do. its Hostility to Irish Catholics 
Do. iu Strength and Pay in 1690 
Do. its Condition in 1713 



rAGK 

100 
102 
106 
110 
lU 
116 
117 
118 
803 
40 
228 
121 
226 
134 
276 

233 
253 
279 
285 
169 
117 

U% 

28 

134 

•259 

27 

168 

266 

291 

230 

47 

59 

67 

71 

82 

76 

63 

201 

121 

77 

1 

137 

29 

36 

14 

174 

8 

288 

8 

2 

8 

9 

13 

28 






PAGE 

Army, Augmented - • - • - - 35 

Do. do. .•-.-. 94 

Do. do. 211 

Do, Costumes and Appointments • - - 45 

Do. do. 104 

Do. Distribution of the (1760) ... 60 

Do. its Constitution, Character, and Descriprion 80 

Do. Honours conferred on the ... 102 

Do. Moral State of (1815) - • - - 199 

Do. of Occupation in France • - - 181 

Do. Popularity of the - - - - - 198 

Do. Reserve 122 

Do. do. 802 

Do. Service Corps ..... 314 

Arnold, General, communicates with Clinton - 76 

Arthur, H.R.H. Prince 816 

Do. Colonel, arrests Col. Bradley and is sned 218 

Articles of War incorporated in the Mutiny Act - 59 

Artillery. Royal, organised - - - - 34 

Do. see Royal Military Academy - - - 40 

Do. Officers commissioned - - - 59 

Do. at the Battle of Talavera • - - 165 

Do. its Strength increased - - - - 254 

Arroyo de Molinos • - - - - -171 

Assaye, Battle of 136 

Auckland, Earl of, sends an Expedition to 

Affghanistan 226 

Angmentation of the Army in 1793 • - - 94 

Austria, Maria Theresa assisted by England - 88 



B 

Badajoz besieged ...... 168 

Bairo, (General Sir David, proceeds from India 

to Egypt 119 

Do. takes the Cape of Good Hope - - 140 

Do. joins Sir J. Moore at Corunna - - 157 

Do. his heroic Conduct - - - - 157 

Do. rec Mves the Honour of Knighthood - 161 

Balaklava, Battle of - 260 

Barcelona, Capture of ..... 27 

Barrackpore, Mutiny at - • - • - 211 
Barrosa, Battle of- - - - - -169 

Bath, the Order of, extended to the Army - - 83 

Do. do. Statute enlarged - - - 173 

Do. do. do. 240 

Do. do. subdivided .... 280 

Bayonet, its Origin .... . . 5 

Do. its Uses 108 

Baggage of the Indian Army denounced by Sir C. 

Napier 244 

Do. defended by Colonel Bnrlton • - - 244 
Batavia captured - - - - - -176 

Battier, Ensign, dismissed for challenging a Supe- 
rior Officer .---.-• 197 
Beatson, Colonel F. W., raises a Corps of Basi 

Basouks ....... 258 

Bellelsle besieged and taken • . • • 61 



u 



Index. 



PAGE 

Bell, Sir George, hU Remarks on Corporal PaniBh- 

meot -------- 205 

BecLer, Rer. H. Ward, hU Description of Soldiers 17 

Beresford, Qeneral, takes Baenos Ayres - - 149 

Da made Prisoner at - - - • - HI 

Do. appointed to command the Fortagnese 

Army --------164 

Bladensbarg, Battle of - .... 184 

Black Watch (the 42nd Highlanders) - - 82, 35 

Blakenej, General, defends Minorca - - - 47 

Bingham, Sir Gktorge, tried for false Imprisonment 220 

Billeting Troops, Discossioa upon - - - 87 

Blenheim, Battle of -•-.•- 21 

Bligh, General, at St Cas 58 

Bombay ; European Regiment raised - • - 61 

Do. receives New Colours - • • -91 

Bonaparte, Napoleon, at Tonlon • * - 96 

Do. in lUly ------- 107 

Do. in Egypt 115 

Do. interferes in Spain - . . . - 149 

Do. places his brother Joseph on the Throne - 150 

Do. makes War on Spain - - - - 153 

Do. abdicates the Throne of France • - 174 

Do. returns from Elba • - - - 178 

Do. is defeated at Waterloo - - - 178 
Do. gives himself np to the English, and is 

sent to St Helena 181 

Boxer, Colonel, his Senrices during the Crimean 

War 259 

Do. Treatment by the War Office - • - 814 

Boston blockaded -•.••• 68 

Boyne, the Battle of the • - - • - 12 
Buenos Ayres taken and retaken • - 140, 145 

Bunkefs Hill, Battle of 08 

Burghersh, Lord, appointed a Field Officer in vio- 
lation of Regulations - - - - - 164 
Burgos, Lord Wellington fails at - - - 1C8 
Burgoyne, General, in Portugal - • - • 63 
Do. goes to America - • • - • 71 
Do. his March to the Hudson - - - 71 
Do. surrenders at Saratoga - . - • 72 
Do. defends himself in Parlisment - - 74 
Do. speaks in favour of Scotch Officers - - 82 
Do. Sir M., resists a Civil Action • • • 190 
Burmese, War with the (1824) - - . • 201 

Do. second (1852) 250 

Bnroes, Sir Alexander, his Visit to Cabul - • 226 
Burrard, General Sir Harrv, appointed Second 

in Command in Portugal - - • - 151 

Busaco, Battle of 106 

Braddock, General, defeated in America • - 47 
Bradley, Colonel, petitions the House of Com- 
mons against his Supercessioh - - - 212 
Brandywine, Battle of ----- 70 

Breech-loaders - - - - - - -248 

Brereton, Colonel, his Conduct at Bristol and his 

Suicide ---*--.- 220 

Brevet, extensive ------ 212 

British AuxUiary Legion 222 



G 

Cabnl, Massacre in the Passes of - • - 227 

Caffre War in 1845 236 

Do. in 1850 247 

Cambridge, Duke of — son of Geo. IIL— dies - 249 

Do. Duke of — grandson of Geo. III. — his 

bearing at Inkermann ----- 262 

Do. appointed Commander-in-Chief - - 269 

Cameronians (26th), their Sufferings in China - 229 
Ctimpbell, Sir A., takes Command of the £x[icdi- 

tion to Burmah ------ 202 



PAGB 

Campben, Sir Oolin, commands at Balaklava - 260 

Do. is sent to India to suppress a Rebellion - 274 

Do. crushes the Mutiny . - - . 275 

Do. is created Lord Clyde - . . - 275 

Camp formed at Aldershot . - . • . 2t'3 

Canadians loyal to Great Britain ... 184 

Canada, Rebellion in - - - - - - 228 

Cannon, Colonel, aids the Turks at Silis'ria - 256 

Cast-iron Guns objectionable. - . - - 2d9 

Captain-General, Abolition advocated - - 5() 

Cape of Good Hope conquered • - - - 104 

Do. restored to the Dutch - • - - 121 

Do. retaken ---..-. 140 

Cape Mounted Rifle Corps - - - - • 1(.9 

Caribbee Indians reduced to Submission - - 67 

Carleton, Colonel, at Havannah - - - - 62 

Carthagena, Expedition to - - - - - 35 

Cato-street Conspirators arrested . - - 195 
Cathcar^ Lord, his Tribute to the 27th and 28ih 

Regiments ------ - 100 

Do. takes Copenhagen - - - • - 148 

Do. Sir G., killed at Inkermann • . - 262 

Do. the Queen's Regret at his Death - - 263 

Catholics, Roman, Mr Matthew prai.«e9 them - 142 

Cawdor, Lord, resists the French at Fisgard - 109 

Cawthome, Colonel, tried by Court-Martial - 104 

Cavalry Charge at Balaklava - - - - 260 

Cemetery attacked at Sebastopol ... 264 

Ceylon, War in 189 

Chalmers, W. J., Inventor of Iron-plated Ships - £88 
Chamberlain, the City, his Address to Lord Napier 

of Maffdala ----..- d09 

Chaplains, Regimental - - - - - 216 

Charleroi taken by the French ... - 98 

Charles the Second, his Restoration - . - 2 

Do. his Necessities and Marriage - . - 4 

Do. his death ...... 5 

Charlestown taken by Sir H. Clinton - - - 76 

Charter Movement suppressed - - 242 
Chatham, The Earl of, commands an Expedition 

to Holland 162 

Do. his Delays and Failure - - - - l(i2 

Chatham Soldiers' Institute ... - 234 

Chelsea Hospital founded ----- 6 

Do. Pensioners, how paid - ... 50 

Chesney, Colonel, his Expedition to the Euphrates 221 

Do. bis Talents neglected by the Government 226 

Cherbourg, Expedition to - - - - - 53 
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with the Duke of York - - - - 163 

Clavering, General, imprisoned for Prevarication 163 

Clinton, Sir H., commands in America - - 75 
Clive, Lord, in India • - - - - -51 

Clothing Board abolished 2(^6 

Coldstream Guards at Inkermann ... 262 
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Do. (son of George UI.), resigns the Colonelcy 

of the Blues 218 
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No. 33 ST JAMESS SQUARE, PALL MALL, 
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Begs to state that he still acts as Private Agent to Officers at 
home and abroad. 
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EXCHANGES ARRANGED 
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STANFORD'S 

LIBRARY AND COUNTING-HOUSE MAPS. 

COKSTRUCTBD BT 

A, KEITH JOHNSTON, LL.D., &c. ; PROFESSOR H. D. ROGERS, State Geologist 

of Pennsylvania ; and other eminent Geographers. 
ENGRAVED IN THE FINEST STYLE ON COPPER PLATES. 

Prior to the publication of this series it was a just subject of complaint that most of the Maps in use 
were so old as to date originally from before the period of the Treaty of Vienna, 1815. The numerous 
changes in the political boundaries of States, and the alterations in the relative importance of places, no less 
than the improvements introduced in point of exactness, taste, and style, demanded the production of 
entirely new and original designs. With a view to supply this universally expressed want, the Publisher has, 
at a cost of several thousand pounds, under fcaken the present uniform series of Libbabt Maps, which, as 
regards accuracy, elegance, and utility, will, he believes, oe found superior to any hitherto produced. 

The following Six Maps are Uuiform in StsEe and Price, being each 65 inches by 58 ; Full Coloured 
and Mounted to fold in Morocco Case, £i 13s. 6d. ; on Roller, varnished, £3 ; or Spring "Roller, £6, 

EUROPE Scale, 50 MUes to an inch ; 

ASIA Scale, 110 Miles to an inch; 

AFRICA Scale, S4 Miles to an indi ; 

NORTH AMERICA . . Scale, 83 Miles to an inch; 

SOUTH AMERICA . . Scale, 83 MUes to an inch ; and 

AUSTRALASIA . . . Scale, 64 Miles to an inch. 

The Public and the Press have given the best testimony to the value of these Maps ; while tiie Royal 
Family, Statesmen, and Diplomatists, as well as Military and other Practical Authorities of the highest 
stand injg, have confirmed their superiority by private patrona^ and by introducing the Maps into the libraries 
of the Legidature, Uie Chief Offic^ of the State, and the pnncipal Qubs. 



'^* Detailed Prospectuses on application, or per post for one stamp. 
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ENGLAND AND WALES. 

Scale, 5 Mil^ to an inch ; Size, 6 feet by 7 feet. 

MAP OF ENGLAND AND WALES: with all the RaUroads and RaUway Stations 

distinctly laid down (projected from the Triangulation, made under the direction of the Hon. Board of 
Ordnance). The Map comprises the principal Roads, Rivers, and Canals ; the Parliamentary Divisions of 
Counties ; the Site of nearly every Church, distinffuishinff the nature of the living ; the Seats of the 
Nobilily and the Gentiy ; also* the distances in Miles and Furlongs of each City and Town from the 
General Poet Office, liondon. Nine Sheets, Coloured, 2L 12s. 6d. ; Mounted in Morocco Case, 
8^ IS«. 6<f. ; on RoUer, varnished, 4/. is. ; Spring Roller, 6^ 6«. 



LONDON AND ITS ENVIRONS. 

Scale 6 Inches to a Mile. 

STANFORD'S LIBRARY MAP OF LONDON AND ITS SUBURBS; coDstncted 

on the basis of the Ordnance Block Plan, thoroughly revised and completed from actual surveyu, 
especially undertaken for the purpose, with details of Public Buildings, Parks, and various Estates, 
from original documents. The Map is engraved in the highest style of art^ on twenty-four steel plates ; 
the size of each sheet is 15} inches oy 12, inside the border, and they are sold separately, or combined in 
anv way to form Maps of Parishes, Districts, or Residential Environs. The complete Map measures 
6 feet 2 inches by 6 feet, inside the border, and is designed to form one of Stantord's Library Mafs. 
It i» therefore well adapted for suroension and reference in Public Offices, libraries. Counting Houses, 
ftc. Price, Sheets plain, 1^ Is. ; Coloured, in a portfolio, 1/. 11a. 6d. ; Mounted in Morocco Case, or on 
Roller, varnished, 21. 15s. ; on Spring Roller, 5L 5s ; single sheets, plain. Is. ; coloured. Is, 6dL 

A Prospectus, with Key Map, indicating the division into sheets, and its adaptability for various 
administrative purposes, may be nad upon application, or per post for one stamp. 

A Gkkkral Catalogue of Atlases, Maps, and Globes mecy be had gratis on cppHcation^ or, per post for 

pennjf stamp. 

EDWARD STANFORD, 6 & 7 Charing Cross, S.W., 
Agent, bt Appointment, fob thb Ordnance and Geological Suevet Publications and 

Admiraltt Charts. 



STANFORD'S ATLASES. 



The Maps in tbese Atlaaei are presented in a vety attractive form, at the same time no exertion has been 
■pared to render them aocorate and reliable, in order to maintain the high position they have always held in 
the estimation of savans. The latest political changes have been accurately marked, the results of the various 
recent explorers' journeys inserted, and the railways very carefully corrected on the whole series. 

New Edition, strongly half-bonnd rnssia, in one vol., with the Maps Coloured, 97. lOs. ; 

or half-bound morooco, in two vols, 101, 

COMPLETE ATLAS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN GEOGRAPHY: Con- 

taining 230 Modem, Classical, and Celestial Maps, with Plans of celebrated Cities, 
and Alphabetical Indexes, Desiened and Arranged under the Superintendence of the 
Society for the Diffusion of Usefal Knowledge. Constructed by eminent Geographers, 
and' engraved in the best manner on Steel Plates. 

A very interesting and instructive feature in this Atlas is that the Classical and Modem Maps are drawn 
on the same scale, and are so arranged as to he readily and easily compared ; whilst containing, as it does. 
Celestial, OeoIogioiJ, and Physical Maps, Plans of all the more important Cities, and the Environs of several 
Capitab, it may be considered almost unique. 

The laiige scale Maps of the United States and India have been thoroughly revised ; a new Map of Perna 
has been added; and the whole Atlas illustrates the present state of Geographical knowled^. 

New Edition, with all the latest Additions and Corrections, 150 Coloured Maps, half-bound, 

with Index, 5Z. 5s. 

USEFUL KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY'S ATLAS OF MODERN GEOGRAPHY. 

This Atlas is similar to the above, but, as its name implies, it does not contain any of the Classical Maps : most 
of the Town plans are also omitted. It contains Geological and Physical Maps of England and Wales ; tne Six 
Celestial Maps by Sir John Lubbock, Bart., and all the Modem Maps in the Series, including the large scale 
Maps of England and Wales, Scotland, Ireland, India, the United States, &o. 

\* This is a magnificent Atlas at a veiy low price— less than Od. for each Map. 

New Edition (with an Index on the front edee, thns enabling any Map to be uistantlj 
referred to, without consulting the Table or Contents), half-bound morocco, 3^. 3s. 

FAM I LY ATLAS. A Selection of Eighty Coloured Maps, from the Useful Knowledge 
Society's Series (including an entirely new Map of India, combining the most recent 
Surveys, and a new Map of Persia, extending to Trebizond and Alexandretta, and 
showing the Euphrates Valley Route), embracing the most recent Discoveries in all 
parts of the World, the Geography of Arabia and Abyssinia having been entirely 
remodelled from recent Surveys and explorers' journeys. Plans of London and 
Paris, on a large scale ; the Geological Map of England and Wales, by Sir Roderick 
I. MuBCHisoN, Bart., K.C.B., F.R.S., <&c. ; and the Star Maps, by Sir John Lubbock, 
Bart., are also includeil. 

New Edition, with Additions and Corrections, strongly half-bound, 2Is. 

OYOLOP/EDIAN ATLAS OF GENERAL MAPS: Containing Thiriy-nine Coloured 

Maps, selected from the Series designed by the Useful Knowledge Society, with Index. 

This Atlaa forme a very oonyenieut and handy companion to the '* National," " English," and other Gydopiedlaa 
and Qazetteera, and should certainly And a place in every library where a larger Atlas is not kept. 

SMALLER ATLASES, price 12s. 6d. and 7s. each. 

A DSTAILBD Catalooub of the entire Series of LrsRABT and other Atlasxb and Maps designed by the UnrOL 

Kkowlidoi SociBTT, gratis and post-free upon application. 

Any Map in the Series is supplied separately, price 6d. Phun; dd. Coloured. 
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A FAMILIAR HISTORY OP BRITISH INDIA* 

From i\4 United Ssrticb Gazbttb, 18S0. 

This is the age of handy boolES. To Lord 8t Leonards, who has not inflicted too many new ideas on the 
world, are we indebted for this ezpressiye title, which so well describes a portable little Tolome that may be carried 
in the pocket, taken to the flredde^according to Br Johnson's plan,— and read through in an evening. The 
heavy weights in literature and education are too prone to despise these handy books, turning up their noses at 
anything under a tall octavo or ponderous quarto, and forgetting that human life itself is one of the briefest 
things in the worid, and that a man, to go through such a course of reading as they would prescribe, most have 
been bom immediately after the deluge, and be somewhere about having his education finished in this year of 
grace, 1860. 

To no class of literature do these remaiks more directiy apply than to the mountains of books that have been . 
written about India. Our connection with that great country has lasted but one short century, while the books 
that have been written respecting it profess to embrace periods of thousands of years, to explore all the filthy 
mysteries of Hindoo mythology, to narrate, dilate, and speculate until the eyes become wearied over the haid 
names, the attention to paU amid the interminable chapters, and the judgment to be completely bewildered under 
the hurricane of theories, deductions, and speculations in which the merciless writers indulge at the expense of 
all those whom hard fete has ordained that they must "get up'' the Indian question. 

The late alterations in our mode of administering the government of India have made that dass a numerous 
one. Patronage has been abolished, prise and place have been thrown open to all who can win them, and the one 
thing needful has come to be such a summary of tiie facts as a young man may hope to master within a reasonable 
period, and from which he may be able to fUmish plain, intelligible answers in his ''written" examination. To 
young men so situated, Mr Stocqueler's littie book comes like the halcyon over the waves to revive the drooping 
hopes of the tempest-tost mariner. It is portable, it is manageable, it is rememberable, it is true. It disposes of 
all the dreary mythological fudge about Vishnu, Krishnu, and Sheva, in a summary so dear as to ftrm a sufficient 
basis for a treatise on comparative theology, while it is so condensed that a yOuth of ordinaiy memory may stow 
it all safely away in his head, to be ready when called for, in one or two perusals. It dashes with the rapidity 
of an express-train through the stirring period of the English dominion, but it never misses a single statkm on 
the route,— a praise that cannot honestiy be given to the histories of ten times its sixe. It contains Just those 
salient points in the history of British India which an intelligent man would carry away in his memory, dther 
from his books or his lectures, and these are Just what are wanting for an Indian Examination — the rest being 
all mere leather and prunella. It Is written by a man who knows India well from long, personal observation, and 
who shows that he knows it In every line that he writes, and, therefore, whether as a handy book by itself, or an 
important item in a series of eclucational summaries, we trust that the merits of 'The Familiar Htstoiy of 
British India' will not be overlooked by the CoundlB of Education, or of India, whichever of them may be 
selecting manuals lor the use of the rising generation. 

From tht Edivbuboh Ecclbsiastical Jovbxal. 

The author of this 'Fsmiliar History of India' is that much-talked-of individual whom few persons have 
ever seen— "the Right Man in the Bight Place." He knows his work and does it, he makes no noisy pretence 
of superior wisdom and infallibility, he parades no frightful list of authorities which nobody consults, and he 
presents his subject with all the charm that a graceful style of narrative, lively fancy, and an observant life can 
throw around details that may have been laboriously accumulated, but which are here exhibited in the artistic 
combination of a panorama instead of in the customary manner of an auctioneer's catalogue. If it were an 
afternoon's gossip " across the walnuts and the wine," as Tennyson sings, the conversation with the author eouhl 

* ' A Familiar History of British India from the earliest period to the tranitfer of the Govemmeot of India to the 
British Crown in 1858.* For the ase of Colleges and Schooln. By J. H. Stooqveler. Esq., Author of *Thc Handbook of 
India,* * The Life of the Duke of WeUington/ * The Military Encydopcdia,* Ao, fto. London : Darton and Ca, Holbora HiiL 
18S». Pp. 198. 



opinions of the Press. 

scarcely be much pleasanter than in thua listening to him in hia book. This might seem to be an ironical compliment 
in most cases, for many a lively writer is a dreary vU A m»; but when we affirm it of Mr Stocqueler, as we do, we are 
saying a good -deal, fbr of all human beings who have made best use of eyes, ears, tongue, and memory, there are not 
many who would be livelier companions than himself -in the social hour. He has lived in the land whose history 
he chronicles; he has mingled with the British Officers and native princes whose deeds have become famous; and he 
has personally visited the scene of many a massacre, studying military and -civilian habits, religious rites, and the 
decaying power of luxurious rulers ; and he now comes forward quietly and tells us what we desire to know. Undis- 
mayed by the hidifference which too often has been manifested in this country concerning India; steadfi»tly with- 
holding himself alike from fhnatical misrepresentation and from chilling flippancy of scepticism, such as have 
hitherto disgraced most books that entered on the question of British occupation, Mr Stocqueler marshals the 
Diets before us, and by a few simple, manly utterances, guides us to conclusions that must inevitably gain adherents 
ere long. An able general, he goes through all these evolutions in a small space and time. The duodecimo of 
900 pages afinds him room enough to give a digest of all the most important events connecting us with the 
peninsula; from when the Portuguese found their way round the Cape of Gkx>d Hope in 1497, under the command 
of Yasoo de Gama, until the suppresdon of the murderous revolt of Sepoys, and the transfer of government from 
the East India Company to a Special CouncO, with other events of recent years. He does all this without haste, 
moreover, allowing the distinctive features of the epochs to be fully recognised, and aflurding, incidentally, much 
information regarding customs, scenery, and national peculiarities of character. 



A FAMTLIAK HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.* 

From the MoBViNO Post. 

The greatly increased interest which the histories of India and of America have acqufa^ed hi consequence of 
events of which those countries have lately been the scene, will readily be accepted as a sufficient justification of the 
very creditable ettart made in these volumes to present them to English readers in a succinct and popular form. 

It can hardly be doubted that these two subjects will henceforth be included more distinctly in the historical 
portion of ap ordinary education ; and that our relations, both with India— now that she has been brought under the 
immediate sovereigpity of the Queen — ^and with America, as affected by the g^igantic transactions she has just completed, 
renders a knowledge of them highly desirable. Whether we assume the design of the author to be the instruction (^ 
the young, or of such adults as have neither time nor inclination for consulting works of greater magpoitude and higher 
pretensions, it is not easy to conceive how the proposed object could be attained hi a manner more effisctual or more 
agreeable than by the careful perusal of these "fitmiliar histories." They are, in the first place, marvels of judicious 
condensation. Although the space to which Mr Stocqueler has restricted himself in these compilations is of the 
smallest, having regard to the extent of his subject, there is no event of the smallest importance of which he has not 
fully and clearly traced the development; nor has any one individual, British or native, whose action or character has 
contributed to accelerate or to retard them been omitted from his narrative. The impressions which he seeks to convey 
on all the great historical points which he passes in review have evidently been gathered from an extended field of 
historical literature, and are precisely such as would be produced on any unclouded mind by the contemplation of these 
two gprand chapters of modem history. Thus, in the Indian history, he exhibits by strong contrasts the benefits which 
English rule has conferred upon the subject populations of Hindostan ; and in the case of America, while inclining to 
a liberal view of American acts and character, he Is so obviously anxious to pass an impartial judgment on every 
important transaction, that his conclusions cannot possibly meet with dissatisfaction on either side of the Atlantic. 
The American history commences with the period of discovery. It narrates fully the rise of the several States, and 
their ultimate consolidation into the Union, then the wars with Great Britain, and finally the causes and progress 
of the Civil War, which it brings down almost to its conclusion. The Indian history is equally comprehensive, 
embracing notices of the prehistoric period, and breaking off with the last accounts of the war with the Bhooteas. 
Its pages do more justice to Indian history, indeed, than other histories which might be named, and which cannot 
plead insufficiency of space by way of excuse. Thus, while Murray's history omits several important events in the 
career of Warren Hastings and the Govemments of Lord Minto and Sir John Shore, the mutiny at YeUore, the 
Burmese War of 1824-25, and the Barrackpore Mutiny of 182G, these deficiencies do not occur in the little book 
before us. Of both it may be said that they are neitlier too copious nor too meagre for the ordinary student. They 
contain, moreover, ample information as to the geography, political and physical, of the two regions, their climates, 
ethnology, native productions, mythology, religion, and customs, without which no history can be complete. The 
style is always easy, flowing, and natural, occasionally acquiring a tinge of humour in dealing with native character 
and custom, but graphic and impressive in its serious moods. We can recommend the perusal of the two books with 
the confident assurance that the student of moderate ambition wiU thereby be thoroughly and pleasingly instructed 
on the great subjects of which they treat. 

* * A Familiar History of the United States of America.' By J. H. Stocqueler. Darton and Hodge. 1803. 



SELF HELP. 



THE INVENTIONS AT 11 OXFORD STREET 



One of the results of our adTsnced civilisation is the increase of physical wants, and an unhappy perplexity of 
home arnuogements, arising^ from a decrease of a corresponding service from domestics. The vexations oaily experienced 
(XT these facts have of late years quiclLcned the faculty or invention to such purpose that, where human aid is ineflMual, 
mechanical action springs up, and wheel, and spring, and lever, and mechanical muscular organisation is made to do 
service with the smallest amount of human energy. The neoessityj therefore, of Sblp-Hblp in thousands of Bngliah 
Households has become manifest, and to all who, from choice, cirrumstance, or other causes^ desire to realise such 
service, ^e Inventions at No. 11 Oxford Street, are of much import. 

IN THE HOT SUMMER DAYS, when moderate Cookery onlv Is requfawd. and a coal fire is a horror, the preparation 

of each meal is comfortable, and most satisftctorily efleeted, by the use of 

THE COMRADE COOKING STOVE. 

This wonderfblly convenient and most comprehensive Invention is put in operation instantly, and cooks in a few 
minutes Chop, Cutlet, Steak, Fish, Bacon. Potatoes, kc, &c. ; also prepares Tea, Coflbe, Soup, Stew, &c., with the 
smallest amount of trouble, and comparatively without cost. The appliances are, a Dutch Oven. Gridiron, Frying Pan, 
Stew Pan. Kettle ; Tea, Coffee, and Sugar Canister ; Pepper and Salt Box, Sauce Cruet, Water or liqueur Flask, 
Knives, Forks, and Plates; a most appreciable personal convenience in-doors, and a marvel of accommodation for 
Chambers, Camp, Indian Service, Emigration, or Picnic. Its portability is extraordinary, its multiftrious parts pack so 
admirably that uie whole occupies no more space than a portable hand writing-desk. 



THE MIMIC CAULDRON, OR POCKET KITCHENER, 

The portability of this verv simple personal convenience is such, that it is conveniently carried in a Gentleman^ 
Coat Pocket or Lady's Muff. No fuel, and hence perfectly cleanly, it is for numerous personal services as eActive as a 
Kitchen Fire ; a cup of Tea, Coffee, or Cocoa is obtained in five minutes. In the Mimic Cauldron you can boil Eggs 
and Vegetables, also Stew or Fry Meat, Eggs and Bacon, Omelet, &c., to your entire satisfaction. Cost of uae One to 
Two Farthings. Price, 3s. Od. and Ss. Od. Duplex, 6s. Od. and 8s. 9d. Sent anywhere on receipt of Three Stamps 
extra. 

THE CRAB-SHELL DISPATCHER, 

Whereby an excellent Dinner is most satisfactorily cooked in ^oiir own Room, without dirt or trouble, in Ten Minutes. 
Equally available fyr IMcnic or Travel in Railway Carriage, or on River Bank. Price, 9s. 6d. or 4s. 6d. 



THE PORTABLE CANTEEN. 

The adaptation of part to part of the numerous appliances obtains such an economy of space that the wht^ is 
packed in a case I4-in. oy 6-in. It comprises Meat, Fish, and Vegetable BoUer, Two Stoves, Tea and CoBee Pot, 
Egg Boiler, Stew Pot, Pepper and Salt Boxes, Frying Pan, Tea, Coffee, and Sugar Canister, T^y, and Flask for 
Spirits. Price in case, 26e. 6d. 

THE INDIAN REFRIGERATOR. 

Provisions of all descriptions kept fresh ; Butter kept hard ; Milk kept sweet ; Wines, Lemonade, Ginger Beer^ 
and other Beverages, kept Cold during the Hottest Weather. This convenient PROVISION, BUTTER, AND WINE 
COOLER, without trouble or attention from servants, effects a result comparativelv AS COLD AS ICK EVEN 
UNDER AN INDIAN SUN. It is a noteworthy circumstance that, althougn the pnndple of this Cooler oas been 
made primitively available in Eastern climes from time immemorial, it has not. until recently, become an auxiliary in 
an English Household. No Freezing Powder; no Mechanical Action ; not liable to get out cf order; no expense after 
purchase : and will endure for half a life-time. 

Pnces: Round Sizes, 2s. lUd., ds. 6d., 4s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 6s. 6d. Oval, for Dishes, Gs. Od., 7s. Od., 8s. Od., 
10b. 6d., 12s. 6d. Wine, 2-Bot.. 5s. Od., 3-Bot., 7s. 6d., 4-Bot., Ss. 6d., 6-Bot., lOs. 6d. Any size made to order. 

"A provokingly smiple adaptation of an immutable and unfailing natural \Kw"^SeieHt\fie ReeordL 



Sold Wholesale and Setail for Great Britain, and Shipped to all parts of the World from the 

DOMESTIC INVENTIONS AND STELLA LAMP DEPOT, 

(t. q. potter, patentee). 
No. 11 OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W., 



(Eleven Doors West qf ToUenham Qntrt Road.) 



JOHN J. M. BULT, 

PRACTICAL TAILOR & OUTFITTER, 

425 OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W., 

Respectfully invites the attention of the Nobility, Clergy, 
Gentry, Members of the Professions, and the Public generally, 
to his Cash System of conducting business, whereby a saving 
of ^o per cent, is readily effected, without resorting to the use 
of materials of inferior quality. 

John Bult, in submitting an extract from his List of 
Prices, is confident that they will be found unsurpassed by any 
London firm, either as regards cheapness, quality, style, or fit. 
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Black or Blue Frock Coat 
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Fancy Cheviot or Tweed ditto 
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Black or Blue Morning Coat 
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Fancy Cheviot or Tweed ditto 
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Black Cloth Vest 
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Fancy Cashmere ditto ... 
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Black Doe Trousers 
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Fancy Angola ditto 
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Cheviot or Tweed Suits 
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And every other article equally cheap. Orders performed at 
a day's notice. All Goods warranted. 

Outfits for India and the Colonies carefully and promptly 
executed. Uniforms and Liveries. 



No. 425 OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W., 



(OPPOSm THE STAB BBVWBBT.) 



GUNS, RIFLE S, BREKCH-LO ADERS, -ETC. 
E. M. REILLY AND Co.. 

GUN MANUFACTURERS, 
SOS NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, IV.C., 
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Hnc iln;* TvKI; for Hl«ctlon ■ Urge uaortmcot of SIdkIc iDd Doutale Brcc«h-Lo«^D|i FowHnK-nMM on the BHwt 
■ppniTHl B^stnni, comblnlUf: ilmpllcltj with nrenKtb, from 1ft to 35 Onliidu, In em*« oompletc ; Sliiflc uxl Donble Itiuile- 
IiOuUnc Otin*,-A»m 3 In 30 OdIdou. I><nib1e BlBen of all eallbm. both Bneoh ud Hank-LoauUng, nlbtblg for IndlK, 
Africa, and U» Colonlia. from 12 Gnlnw* and npwarda. fatoat KerolToi, to kiad with c^nln and outr<dg«, from SOa. 
AIM.'aoca (rom TOt upwacda. 

BBEEOH-LOASUfa OUVB on tbe Donble < Grip S/stem,* and hIm on othar appioTed Patteina, from 

10 to 86 Chineu. SINGLE AITD DODSLS RIFLES, Small and La^ Bom, in great Variety. 

met USTS «N WPUUTIOH. CIDERS PACOO MD FORWIUIOED HERUUO, WITHOUT DOM DB TIOUBII TO PURCHMER. 

SOVEREIGN LIFE ASSURANCE 
COMPANY, 

No. 48 ST JAMES'S STREET, LONDON, SW. 
City Office,— ^i 10 Cannon Street, E.C. 

ESTABLISHED 1845. (EMPOWERED BY SPECIAL ACT OF PARUAMENT.) 

BiTtctuni. 

Chaibman.— Sir JAMES CASMICHAEL, Bart. 

Bu^i-Chaikium.— JOHN A8HBURKER, Esq., H.D. 

Lientenani-Ootonel BATHUEST. I J. W. HUDDLESTOS, E»q., Q.G 

JOHN QABDIHEE, Esq. I CHARLES WILL. RETB0LD8, E»q. 

Sir J. E. EABDLET-WILHOT, Bart. 



Ttu Offloe makoB ADVA50E8 on Beal and Personal Secnritf to Offloen and otheia in England, 

and preBsnti the folloving advantagei! 
The BecoriW of a large Accnmntsted Fnnd and Snbscribed CapitaL 

Uoderate Bates for idl Ages, ClimateB, aod GircnniBtaiices connected with Life AsBiiniDce. 
Frospectiieea, Forme, and erei? Information can be obtained at the Office. 

HENHY D. DAVENPOET, fifecretoty. 
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